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“I’ve spent years writing and speaking on the US-China relationship and nobody understands
the consequences our nation faces as well as Bob Hall. Informative, entertaining, accurate,
and frankly terrifying, he’s been a lonely voice of political and economic truth.”
— Dr. Greg Autry, co-author/producer, Death by China
“I read Bob Hall’s pieces daily and love them for their clarity and wisdom.”
— Pat Choate, author and economist
“Few commentators have been more pessimistic in recent years about the course of the
American economy than Bob Hall—and few have been closer to the truth.”
— Eamonn Fingleton, author of In Praise of Hard Industries: Why Manufacturing, Not
the Information Economy, Is the Key to Future Prosperity
“Bob Hall is a breath of clarity and honesty. He has a spot-on ability to cut through the noise
and deliberate misinformation we are pelted with. His clarion call about the dangers of
deindustrialization ranks among the most important writings in our nation’s history.”
— Scott Glander, playwright
“Bob Hall writes accurately, honestly, and directly about things that really matter. He calls a
spade a spade and in our time and in our situation this is badly needed.”
— Ralph Gomory, research professor, New York University
“Bob Hall has a unique gift for cutting through the fog of media and political spin to reveal
the root causes of some of the gravest threats to our economy and society. His honesty and
keen insights are a breath of fresh air in a politically charged atmosphere where deceit,
manipulation, special interests and treachery increasingly dominate the conversation. Ignore
his warnings at your own risk.”
— Zachary Hubbard, United States Army (Ret), former department head of the
Information Warfare Division, Joint Forces Staff College, National Defense University
“The United States of America needs a lot more truth tellers like Robert Hall.”
— Richard McCormack, editor, Manufacturing & Technology News
“Bob Hall is an American patriot with a broad vision that sees what the experts overlook. He
challenges the conventional wisdom and exposes its false assumptions with deep insights and
wisdom.”

— Clyde Prestowitz, writer on global affairs and president of the Economic Strategy
Institute
“Bob Hall’s compendium provides an invaluable service; he cuts thru cacophony of the
mainstream media. I look forward to his emails; he pulls no punches, and while I don’t agree
with everything (who could?), he keeps me on my toes and thinking.”
— Chuck Spinney, author of Defense Facts of Life: The Plans/Reality Mismatch and
editor of The Blaster: Comments on Politics, Foreign Policy, and Defense
“Bob Hall’s contribution is one of the first posts I read in the morning. It helps me to
navigate my way through the news of the day, bearing down on what’s real and vital,
discarding the banal and misleading. It’s an indispensable resource in a world awash in trivia
disguised as information.”
— Jeffrey St. Clair, editor, CounterPunch

When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be
ashamed of yourself.
When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.

Confucius, Analects

Echoing rust. Factory line.
Dead-child memory of another time.
The sign said this spot was USA—
Too young to know it didn’t have to be this way.
Sweat-stain genius, practical hands,
Built factories, built the goods, built the land.
First steps forgotten. History blind,
We’re connected to our roots by a credit line.
Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn’t fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant’s hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We gave up our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
Productivity’s children sleeping in chains.
Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.
Fear-fallen children couldn’t say no.
Wouldn’t read label made in Chinese. Where did the money go?
Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade.
Instead we’re led to every trap the giant made.
The future decided at the giant’s store—
Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.
Who are we doing this for?
The Giant from the East, a billion-head beast, feeding on the hopes of our young.
No resemblance of war, through the open door, mannequins of Mao Tse-Tung.
Invisible plans in the giant’s hands, temptation hit our stores in a flood.
And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We traded in our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.
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It's Impossible For A Well-Informed Citizen To Be Partisan
June 10, 2012
327.
Why the Father of Our Country is on Our $1 Bill
June 12, 2012
328.
32 Insights From George Washington In 1796 For 2012
June 14, 2012
329.
Epitaph & Epigraph

June 14, 2012
330.
Learn about life in China before you choose it for your children
June 16, 2012
331.
A New Name For Our Nation’s Capital?
June 18, 2012
332.
Open Season on the U.S. Economy
June 19, 2012
333.
Where would Americans be without one another?
June 20, 2012
334.
WANTED: Singer or Band for Music to Restore American Opportunity
June 21, 2012
335.
As Taxpayers Obey, So Profiteers Oppress
June 22, 2012
336.
Finding the Anger to Become Happy
June 25, 2012
337.

Four-Year Anniversary; Time To Do Like The Top 1%
June 27, 2012
338.
We Are Not Victims
June 28, 2012
339.
Weekend Advice From Uncle President
June 29, 2012
340.
Defense Contractor Pleads Guilty; Helped China Develop Attack Helicopter
July 1, 2012
341.
Fourth of July, 2012
July 2, 2012
342.
EXTRA: Founding Fathers Break Silence, Disown Children
July 4, 2012
343.
Outrageous News about Unemployment, Trade, and Finance
July 6, 2012
344.
Misery Index; The Day After Election Day
July 8, 2012

345.
LIBOR: A Chance to Teach Your Children Well
July 10, 2012
346.
New Trade Report: China Losses on Record-Breaking Pace
July 11, 2012
347.
LIBOR Is Not Something Happening “over in England”
July 12, 2012
348.
The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of me.
July 15, 2012
349.
Lyrics: “One More Sundown”
July 16, 2012
350.
Can't Remembering How We Got Here From There
July 17, 2012
351.
Pantywaists, Links
July 18, 2012
352.
Live, Breathe, and Vote Your Pocketbook

July 19, 2012
353.
Wall Street Journal (Again) Shows Its True Colors; Running Low on White and Blue
July 21, 2012
354.
Whining In Our Own Best Interests: $37 Trillions' Worth
July 23, 2012
355.
Leadership, Churchill & Putin
July 24, 2012
356.
Look Into a Child's Eyes and Tell Her Why You Look the Other Way
July 26, 2012
357.
Doctor, it hurts when I do this.
July 28, 2012
358.
Remembering Your First Driver's License and What It Meant
July 30, 2012
359.
Tuesday's Child. . . .
July 31, 2012
360.

Excellent Quotation, Pretty Good Comments
August 1, 2012
361.
22.9% Unemployment in a Nation of Liars
August 3, 2012
362.
Money Trails You Might Not Have Considered
August 6, 2012
363.
You Can’t Say That!
August 7, 2012
364.
June Trade: “. . . dollar never seen again.”
August 9, 2012
365.
Yes, I’m happy with the way my campaign is going.
August 10, 2012
366.
Rigged Elections, Paul Ryan, Class Antipathy and Self-Destruction
August 11, 2012
367.
Don't Forget the Biggest Fraud in History
August 12, 2012

368.
They're Laughing At Us—All The Way To The Bank
August 13, 2012
369.
Wealthy People and Corporations?
August 14, 2012
370.
“One From the Vault”
August 15, 2012
371.
Social Security Needs More Stopping Power
August 15, 2012
372.
Cutting Through a Variety of Manures
August 16, 2012
373.
China says When, Israel says How High
August 18, 2012
374.
Every Debt is Somebody's Asset
August 20, 2012
375.
Foreign Debt vs. Trade Deficits; Politicians vs. Gibbets

August 21, 2012
376.
What Makes These Frauds Possible?
August 23, 2012
377.
Wall Street and the Spiraling Cost of Food
August 24, 2012
378.
Fingleton on the Phone
August 24, 2012
379.
Washington Can Learn From Iceland
August 25, 2012
380.
Rare MLK Video Clip
August 26, 2012
381.
After a while . . . we start shooting at one another.
August 26, 2012
382.
If you can't hang an American politician today. . . .
August 27, 2012
383.

High-Tax Big Government vs. Low-Tax Small Government
August 28, 2012
384.
Food Stamps, Job Losses, Ways Out
August 28, 2012
385.
Which Major Candidate Does China Prefer?
August 29, 2012
386.
We're Not That Easy To Gull
August 30, 2012
387.
“Level the Playing Field”—What a Stupid Expression
August 31, 2012
388.
Welcome to Socialism for the Upper Classes
September 1, 2012
389.
Garbage Adds Up
September 2, 2012
390.
Attn: Fans of the Two-Fiesta System
September 2, 2012

391.
The Same Old Stuff: 2012 and 130 Years Ago
September 4, 2012
392.
Official U.S. Wages; The Wages of Partisanship
September 5, 2012
393.
Consequences? What Consequences?
September 7, 2012
394.
Today's Misleading Unemployment Report
September 7, 2012
395.
Aren't “People” Supposed To Be Our Greatest Natural Resource?
September 8, 2012
396.
What Will “They” Do With “Us”?
September 9, 2012
397.
—or be happy taking orders from China, Israel, and their two-party system.
September 10, 2012
398.
How American Taxpayers Are Funding China's Growth

September 10, 2012
399.
New all-time records for the all-time worst (and deadliest)
September 11, 2012
400.
Just as dangerous, we're finally beginning to see, as nuclear war.
September 12, 2012
401.
1% Tail, 99% Dog
September 14, 2012
402.
We depend on Middle Eastern violence, not oil.
September 15, 2012
403.
As Seen on TV
September 17, 2012
404.
Lyrics: “TV for Two”
September 18, 2012
405.
Economy & Jobs: Two Pictures = Two Thousand Words
September 18, 2012
406.

My Mother and Anti-Semitism
September 19, 2012
407.
Feast of Fools; Feds Break Rules
September 20, 2012
408.
Disillusioned? Give it to me straight, Doc.
September 21, 2012
409.
Shorter Life Spans in U.S.
September 22, 2012
410.
Movie Review: “Death by China”
September 23, 2012
411.
Clarity we need more of on Mondays
September 24, 2012
412.
They're Just Entertainers, Paid Entertainers
September 25, 2012
413.
Logos “Imprinted” in Children’s Brains; Albert Einstein
September 26, 2012

414.
Giving Everyone's—Everyone's!—Kids a Chance
September 26, 2012
415.
Making Good Progress; Unusual Voting Advice
September 28, 2012
416.
Now Here's a Real Money Quote
September 28, 2012
417.
PBS Video Recommendation
September 29, 2012
418.
Feeling Like a Mushroom: A Timeline
September 30, 2012
419.
Israel Interests; November Resolve
October 1, 2012
420.
Problems Don't Get Any Bigger Than China
October 2, 2012
421.
Corporate Creatures Of An Economy Wished On Them By Others

October 2, 2012
422.
The Debates: The Inside Scoop
October 2, 2012
423.
(Red vs. Blue) vs. (Green & Gold)
October 3, 2012
424.
Obama Romney Debate Lies
October 4, 2012
425.
Campaign after Campaign after Campaign
October 5, 2012
426.
Today's Unemployment Ta-Da & Tangents
October 5, 2012
427.
Democrats & Republicans: The Bottom Line
October 7, 2012
428.
Explaining the Post-Recession Growth in Consumer Credit
October 7, 2012
429.

Chinese Unhappiness, Lessons
October 7, 2012
430.
Tell Me Again Why Anyone Would Conduct Any Business Whatsoever With These People
October 8, 2012
431.
Foreign & Fraudulent Online Campaign Money
October 8, 2012
432.
Wisdom of an Elder Statesman
October 9, 2012
433.
What is really going on here?
October 9, 2012
434.
See Clearly Now
October 10, 2012
435.
Save money. Live shorter.
October 11, 2012
436.
A Murder of Reports
October 11, 2012

437.
MG Snubbed Again; EU Wins Peace Prize
October 12, 2012
438.
Follow the Yellow Brick Road
October 13, 2012
439.
Thos. Jefferson on Stupidity: “Feel It to Heal It”
October 14, 2012
440.
Seafood & Pig Feces
October 15, 2012
441.
Look Sharp, Feel Sharp
October 15, 2012
442.
A Curve Ball for the Candidates As They Prepare To Debate China
October 16, 2012
443.
Voters in the Hands of an Angry God
October 17, 2012
444.
Is Romney really a job creator? (We know Obama’s not.)

October 17, 2012
445.
Pickpockets and Noise
October 18, 2012
446.
A Few Thoughts from 1849 or 2012
October 19, 2012
447.
Gas Prices History; Energetic Answers; Superb New Video
October 20, 2012
448.
Senator George McGovern, September 1, 1970:
October 21, 2012
449.
Angry Villagers: Forgotten Force of the Free Market
October 21, 2012
450.
Tonight’s Impending Infomercial of Presidential Proportions
October 22, 2012
451.
TV Viewing Time and Reduced Life Expectancy
October 23, 2012
452.

“Killed for Organs”—& More!
October 24, 2012
453.
la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la. . . .
October 25, 2012
454.
As the Grip Slips
October 26, 2012
455.
Deficits; Hypocrisy, Treason; Two-Party Tool
October 27, 2012
456.
Everything I’m Wearing Was Made in USA
October 28, 2012
457.
Last Night’s 60 Minutes on CBS
October 29, 2012
458.
Fisheye View: 10/29/2012
October 29, 2012
459.
I'd Call This Video a “Must-See”
October 29, 2012

460.
Please Don’t Vote For Me Next Week
October 30, 2012
461.
Hurricanes, Italy, China, Globalists & Gamblers—Nothing We Can’t Handle
October 31, 2012
462.
Like Lemmings to the Flame, It’s Always the Same. . . .
November 1, 2012
463.
Not credible. More later. . . .
November 2, 2012
464.
22.9% More About The Official Unemployment Report
November 3, 2012
465.
NYT Best Seller Offered Free Of Charge Before Election
November 3, 2012
466.
Both Candidates Promise To:
November 4, 2012
467.
Taxpayers on Hooks; United States v. Obama, Romney & Co.

November 4, 2012
468.
U.S. Ranking Slips; Chicago Man Votes Twice in Patriotic Effort
November 5, 2012
469.
We Start Today
November 7, 2012
470.
Dollar-for-Dollar, Your Best Deal in Prosperity and Future Presidents
November 7, 2012
471.
September Trade Report: U.S. Deficit with China Exceeded 50% of Total
November 8, 2012
472.
Forget Everything You Thought You Knew About. . . .
November 8, 2012
473.
A Word So Big That Its Weight Must Be Shared
November 10, 2012
474.
Does Anyone Know How To Spell “Boycott”?
November 10, 2012
475.

Economist Fires Greenspan, Vindicates Healthy Skepticism
November 11, 2012
476.
Almost a Perfect Day
November 11, 2012
477.
Are We There Yet?
November 12, 2011
478.
Business Management & Political Governance
November 13, 2012
479.
Doin’ Good. Don't Stop Doin’.*
November 14, 2012
480.
“Bob Hall 2016. Real.” — Bumper Stickers Available Now!
November 14, 2012
481.
Please Cheer Up. There's Work To Do.
November 14, 2012
482.
Success in Circuit lies
November 15, 2012

483.
China & Wall Street Security Reports; Survival Tools
November 15, 2012
484.
Kenyan-Moslem Socialism, Crypto-Neocon Corporatism, Filthy-Fingered Pickpocketism
November 16, 2012
485.
Have an Apple
November 17, 2012
486.
The Do Tell Overture
November 17, 2012
487.
Twinkies, Black Friday, Walmart, Impaired Judgment
November 18, 2012
488.
Fascinating from '55
November 19, 2012
489.
“Factory Sourcing Made Easy: America’s Best Factories in One Place”
November 20, 2012
490.
We're Smack Dab in the Middle of a Big One

November 21, 2012
491.
Would a U.S. Department of Children Trouble the Waltons?
November 23, 2012
492.
“Fiscal Cliff An Artificial Crisis”; Some Great Videos
November 25, 2012
493.
Reality Check: The Productivity of American Workers
November 25, 2012
494.
They Thought They Were Free, Too
November 27, 2012
495.
We have the tools to turn this place into a democracy if we want to. And we. . . .
November 27, 2012
496.
Follow the Payoff Trail to Less Unproductive Conversation
November 28, 2012
497.
Special Preview: “The American Corporation”
November 29, 2012
498.

Sound asleep, we change position when we're no longer perfectly comfortable.
November 30, 2012
499.
Watch Television? Take a Pill?
December 1, 2012
500.
Graphic Corporate Profits 1947-2012
December 1, 2012
501.
U.S. #41 in Three-Way Tie with Evita, Dracula
December 2, 2012
502.
Tax Games and Our Well-Being
December 3, 2012
503.
Investing, Gambling, China & The Hard Way
December 4, 2012
504.
Study: U.S. and Chinese Consumers Willing to Pay More for Made in USA Products
December 4, 2012
505.
“Greed and Willingness to Kill”
December 5, 2012

506.
Carpe Diem, IMHO
December 6, 2012
507.
“Civilian Employment” down 122,000; “Not in Labor Force” up 542,000 or 1,017,000
December 7, 2012
508.
On Behalf of the Chimpanzee, I Resent That. . . .
December 8, 2012
509.
Americans—No More, No Less, No Hyphens
December 8, 2012
510.
Lives Decided by Multinationals
December 9, 2012
511.
UnUsual Videos, Essential Viewing
December 10, 2012
512.
The Antecedents of American Infrastructure
December 10, 2012
513.
Oil wars? Wall Street bailouts? Trade deficits?

December 10, 2012
514.
I hadn't planned another mailing for today, but . . . we're on our own. . . .
December 10, 2012
515.
The Business of America is Business, So We Set Another Record
December 11, 2012
516.
Met Acquires Thomas Hart Benton's “America Today”
December 12, 2012
517.
More in the Name of American Workers
December 13, 2012
518.
Selling U.S. to PRC/CCP/PLA—Probably Not the Best Idea There Ever Was
December 13, 2012
519.
Why Send This Three Times in Three Years?
December 13, 2012
520.
Can we stop being hypocrites about . . . ?
December 14, 2012
521.

Unmeasuring Inflation
December 15, 2012
522.
Huge Fines Can Be Huge Incentives
December 16, 2012
523.
Confidence, Conscience, Conspiracy, Bilderberg, Communism
December 17, 2012
524.
Why We Take This Abuse
December 18, 2012
525.
Assault Weapons on the Orient Express
December 19, 2012
526.
The Woman at the Table Next to Me
December 20, 2012
527.
Myths About Mass Shootings
December 21, 2012
528.
“Fix the Debt” Budget Lobby Protecting Defense Contracts for Multinational Corporate
Backers
December 22, 2012

529.
China Moving to Canada with Canada Complicity
December 23, 2012
530.
Churchill for Christmas
December 26, 2012
531.
What if someday they have to answer for this?
December 26, 2012
532.
Experts Pretending Not To Understand
December 27, 2012
533.
The Simple Question About Debt
December 28, 2012
534.
PRC's Heightened Censorship, Inadvertent Humor
December 29, 2012
535.
Five Years Ago, I Closed My Business to Write a Song
December 30, 2012
536.
Old Years to New Years

December 31, 2012
537.
Making It To Next Year
January 1, 2013
538.
Stop Giving Them So Much Power
January 2, 2013
539.
Smaller Stories, Bigger Questions
January 3, 2013
540.
Unseasoned Unemployment
January 4, 2013
541.
Unemployment Hits New Cycle High
January 5, 2013
542.
Brilliant-and-Dangerous Public Officials and Complicit Media
January 7, 2013
543.
If We're Asleep at the Switch, They'll Get It
January 8, 2013
544.

Depriving the U.S. Economy in Favor of Something We Definitely Don't Want Here
January 8, 2013
545.
Euro Area Unemployment at Record High—Like Ours
January 9, 2013
546.
Second Amendments & Squirrel Hunters
January 10, 2013
547.
Imports Highest in History
January 11, 2013
548.
China Exports Not Limited to Consumer Goods
January 11, 2013
549.
Walmart, Washington, Rocks
January 16, 2013
550.
“A somber determination is building to throw out the rascals. . . .”
January 17, 2013
551.
Washington Lies, Our Future Dies
January 18, 2013

552.
Replacing Bad People with Good People
January 19, 2013
553.
Fourteen Years and Several Trillion Dollars Ago, We Were Warned
January 20, 2013
554.
Just Say No to the President's Middle Finger
January 21, 2013
555.
Recent Hudson Video
January 22, 2013
556.
A Better Inaugural Address; Becoming Less Human Over Time
January 22, 2013
557.
A Paragraph from Orwell
January 22, 2013
558.
We have choices. In fact, we're living them.
January 24, 2013
559.
Cheap Flowers, Sweet Words, He Means Well

January 24, 2013
560.
The common thread ties our butts to the couch
January 26, 2013
561.
Three Sane Minutes from Davos
January 27, 2013
562.
I Meet Some Interesting People
January 28, 2013
563.
Bringing Jobs Back—a commentary and commentary
January 28, 2013
564.
China Chokes; U.S. Economy Contracts
January 30, 2013
565.
Except for the title. . . .
January 30, 2013
566.
Unemployment. Huh?
February 1, 2013
567.

Unusual Money-in-Politics Video & Unrelated Article
February 2, 2013
568.
We Can Fix Anything With An Alternate Reality
February 3, 2013
569.
“Understood by No One and Yet Believed by Everyone”
February 4, 2013
570.
Adjusted Statistics, Unadjusted Suffering
February 4, 2013
571.
The rest of the world hates us. It's going to get worse.
February 4, 2013
572.
Housing Bubble Alert: Do We Really Want a Real and Sustainable Economy?
February 4, 2013
573.
Lessons from Kids
February 5, 2013
574.
Lessons from Moms
February 6, 2013

575.
You Want Reform?
February 6, 2013
576.
“Koch Brothers” and Imbecility
February 8, 2013
577.
The Rubber Meets the Road and It Spins-Spins-Spins
February 8, 2013
578.
PDF of DttG
February 9, 2013
579.
Turn Your Lonely Eyes to Shmoo
February 9, 2013
580.
Darn tootin’ about the Shmoo
February 10, 2013
581.
Gavrilo Princip’s pistol shot and bin Laden’s inheritance
February 11, 2013
582.
People Sure Are Noisy Idiots Today

February 11, 2013

583.
Antidote: The State of Things
February 12, 2013
584.
“The Soft American” — by President-elect John F. Kennedy
February 13, 2013
585.
I Hate the Traitor-in-Chief
February 13, 2013
586.
“The state of our union” as tracked by reading levels
February 13, 2013
587.
Update: Top 1% Captures An Even Bigger Share
February 14, 2013
588.
We Line Up for More
February 14, 2013
589.
“Should we care? What can we do?”
February 15, 2013
590.

More free trade? Did I hear him correctly? Is this good?
February 16, 2013
591.
The Minimum Wage and Related Rambling
February 17, 2013
592.
Well Said, Worth Reading
February 19, 2013
593.
Print and Post—Prominently
February 20, 2013
594.
This Week's Most Offensively Misleading Product Label
February 21, 2013
595.
More Unwelcome Observations
February 21, 2013
596.
Short-Term Investment in Long-Term Happiness
February 22, 2013
597.
What We Can Do; “In his outrageously justifiably foul-mouthed rant:”
February 23, 2013

598.
A First-Class Private in a No-Class World
February 24, 2013
599.
Real and Fictitious Economies; Japan and Unfounded Nonsense
February 24, 2013
600.
Fun Stuff on a Lively Monday, But First a Pop Quiz
February 25, 2013
601.
Off the Charts: Wealth Transfer to Global Elites
February 26, 2013
602.
The Antithesis of American Middle Class Mental Health
February 27, 2013
603.
Debt, Trade; All Lies, All the Time
March 1, 2013
604.
Things Are Different in the U.S.
March 1, 2013
605.
In a “global” economy, you might know what's happening elsewhere.

March 2, 2013
606.
The Interest and Duty of a Wise People
March 2, 2013
607.
When Old Men Stop Planting Trees
March 3, 2013
608.
A Call to Act, Interact, and Compare Notes
March 5, 2013
609.
Abraham Lincoln said:
March 5, 2013
610.
Maybe We've Been Listening to the Wrong People
March 6, 2013
611.
Trade Report & Foul Noises
March 7, 2013
612.
Today's Unemployment Report Observations
March 8, 2013
613.

SGS Unemployment Rate Nearly Triple New Headline Rate
March 9, 2013
614.
Perversely Funny Propaganda and Disinformation
March 9, 2013
615.
Progress Since Kent State
March 10, 2013
616.
“Ye are many—they are few.”
March 11, 2013
617.
Discrediting Disinformation
March 12, 2013
618.
Congress Should Reinstate the Draft
March 13, 2013
619.
Executive Pay; When the U.S. Was the World’s Top 1%
March 13, 2013
620.
Baby Steps (are all 300 million need)
March 14, 2013

621.
Yesterday’s Brush Fires and Today’s Sparks
March 15, 2013
622.
Cypriots lose their bank deposits, Americans lose their xin-yan
March 16, 2013
623.
Macropurposelessness
March 18, 2013
624.
Does “Multinational Corporatocracy” Sound Funny?
March 18, 2013
625.
Put on your boots, the Trade Negotiator is in town
March 19, 2013
626.
“China’s dependence on foreign products puts it at great risk.”
March 19, 2013
627.
“Won’t Read” isn’t any smarter than “Can’t Read”
March 20, 2013
628.
32 Disinterested Warnings of a Parting President

March 20, 2013
629.
Are you havin’ any fun?
March 21, 2013
630.
U.S. Children Ask Parents to Reevaluate “Lesser-of-Evils” Voting Strategy
March 21, 2013
631.
If you take after your grandparents, you wouldn't be here.
March 23, 2013
632.
Transparency Begins at Home
March 25, 2013
633.
Worth Taking Seriously
March 25, 2013
634.
Come Here to Learn What You’ve Always Known
March 26, 2013
635.
First Ladies Economies First
March 27, 2013
636.

Eating Apples with a Jackknife
March 28, 2013
637.
This world is such a great and a funny place to be. . . .
March 29, 2013
638.
A Secret Shared By Two
March 29, 2013
639.
Thought provokers from sources I've known to be reliable—at least relatively so.
March 30, 2013
640.
April Foolish Questions
April 1, 2013
641.
The Operative Word in “Death Grip”
April 2, 2013
642.
Walmart Follow-Up; Obama Dream Dies Hard
April 2, 2013
643.
Global Economy? What’s that got to do with us?
April 3, 2013

644.
Corporate Media, Citizen Media; Fun, Fun, Fun
April 4, 2013
645.
A Modest Proposal
April 5, 2013
646.
One Day’s One-Two — How Gullible Are We?
April 5, 2013
647.
Quick: what’s the capital of the United States?
April 6, 2013
648.
If I Were a Successful Plutocrat
April 8, 2013
649.
Showing Some Respect For Their Victims
April 9, 2013
650.
Bankers Envied Producers, Dogs Wagged Tails
April 9, 2013
651.
Creepy White Men

April 11, 2013
652.
They Still Need Us More Than We Need Them
April 13, 2013
653.
Citizen Clang
April 15, 2013
654.
We Have Our Rights
April 16, 2013
655.
Today a Question
April 17, 2013
656.
More Defense Spending Does Not Mean More Defense
April 18, 2013
657.
We Shall Shame Them With Unflattering Words
April 19, 2013
658.
Our Safety
April 20, 2013
659.

Take Heart: He Died in Prison
April 21, 2013
660.
For?
April 23, 2013
661.
What This Country Needs Is a Good Anti-Strategy Strategy
April 24, 2013
662.
No Retirement For You. No Job, Either.
April 25, 2013
663.
The Grabbing and Concentration of Power—More or Less
April 26, 2013
664.
Where the Angry Villagers Just Keep on Comin’
April 27, 2013
665.
[sic]
April 28, 2013
666.
May Day Festivities
April 29, 2013

667.
Squeezing and Blood
April 30, 2013
668.
New Records and a Must-Read
May 1, 2013
669.
Fifth Anniversary Edition—Reserve Your Free Copy Now
May 1, 2013
670.
Thrown by Numbers
May 2, 2013
671.
Little People Pay Taxes, Gallup, Report on Jobs, and Connect the Dots
May 3, 2013
672.
More on April’s Foolery
May 4, 2013
673.
This Article, It’s Alive. Guitar and Feathers.
May 5, 2013
674.
“Do something” sounds good. You go first.

May 6, 2013
675.
No Reason To Fear Us, Almost 100% Of The Time
May 7, 2013
676.
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
May 8, 2013
677.
Notes from the Alarm Clock
May 10, 2013
678.
Links (8) and Plan (1) to Redistribute Wealth
May 11, 2013
679.
State Unemployment Rates Up To 35.4%
May 12, 2013
680.
And The Walls Came Tumbling Down
May 13, 2013
681.
The Twin Towers Were Hit By Airplanes
May 14, 2013
682.

Financing Executive Pay at Public Colleges
May 15, 2013
683.
Signs of Life: Willingness to Operate the Heavy Machinery
May 16, 2013
684.
Why Seek Greatness in War
May 18, 2013
685.
Anyway, have fun with these—
May 19, 2013
686.
Getting Serious
May 20, 2013
687.
Copyright June 19, 2008
May 20, 2013
688.
Encouraged By a Recent Survey
May 21, 2013
689.
Keynes, Reality Checks, Reminders
May 22, 2013

690.
Preventing the Final Concentration
May 23, 2013
691.
Victoria, Pope Francis, et al.
May 24, 2013
692.
Memorial Day: We’ve Been Here Before
May 25, 2013
693.
Clicking Around Korea
May 26, 2013
694.
Emotional Stress and Macroeconomics
May 28, 2013
695.
Be the Pork You Wish to See in the World
May 29, 2013
696.
More—& 10 More
May 30, 2013
697.
They are not clean: they are only shaved and starched.

May 30, 2013
698.
Which is Better: $181.10 or $872 even?
May 31, 2013
699.
Another Globalist Unemployment Record
June 1, 2013
700.
Bourgeois Pigs Make the Best Sausage
June 2, 2013
701.
A Phenomenon Less Visible But More Disturbing
June 2, 2013
702.
If We Were Not Corrupt, They Would Not Be Corrupt
June 3, 2013
703.
Trade Report; Bubbles & Links
June 4, 2013
704.
When the oranges have released their final drops. . . .
June 5, 2013
705.

Fun with VATs; Fun with MDs
June 6, 2013
706.
A Rumination of Rates
June 7, 2013
707.
More on Unemployment and It Ain’t Pretty
June 8, 2013
708.
Dear President Xi: “It’s time to cut out the middlemen.”
June 9, 2013
709.
If you’re really worried about your privacy. . . .
June 10, 2013
710.
Confucius Had No Record Decline in Hourly Compensation
June 11, 2013
711.
Globalize, Infantilize
June 12, 2013

712.
Take Inventory, Take Stock
June 13, 2013

713.
Two Videos Answering 1 Big Question
June 13, 2013
714.
Two of the Best, Two of the Worst
June 14, 2013
715.
Father’s Day Considerations
June 15, 2013
716.
The Father of Our Country vs. American Idol
June 16, 2013
717.
Chow Italia
June 17, 2013
718.
Chains Of Its Own Devising, Self-Inflicted Wounds
June 17, 2013
719.
Waking, Slowly, But It's Still A Good Thing
June 18, 2013
720.
If You Are Alive, You Can Thank An Activist

June 19, 2013
721.
We’d All Be Having A Lot More Fun If We Weren’t So Danged “Disinformed”
June 20, 2013
722.
There’s a good moon on the rise
June 22, 2013
723.
Lest We Continue Our Complacent Way
June 23, 2013
724.
Fifty States and Ninety-Seven Pounds
June 24, 2013
725.
The Mouths of Bankers
June 25, 2013
726.
The heart that feels not now, is dead:
June 26, 2013
727.
Pay no attention to that giant behind the curtain!
June 27, 2013
728.

If you read it and don’t skip the links, you will live longer.
June 28, 2013
729.
Under-Reported, Under-Appreciated
June 29, 2013
730.
Getting Tough on Bangladesh?
June 30, 2013
731.
Is this too high a price?
July 1, 2013
732.
No Cold and Timid Souls
July 2, 2013
733.
What Part of “Unsustainable” Don’t You Understand?
July 3, 2013
734.
She’s One of Those People Some People Try to Get Rid Of
July 4, 2013
735.
Unemployment, Record High, More Fun with Reality
July 5, 2013

736.
Not All Countries’ 21st Century Will Last 100 Years
July 6, 2013
737.
Jefferson and Machiavelli Paine
July 7, 2013
738.
We understood the dangers. . . .
July 8, 2013
739.
“That the gun barrel is held only by. . . .”
July 9, 2013
740.
With Every Complicit Purchase
July 10, 2013
741.
Your Global Economy: Unemployment in Australia
July 11, 2013
742.
Can We Report Any Threatening Insider—or Just One Another?
July 12, 2013
743.
For us, with whom publicity and truth are the air and light of existence,

July 13, 2013
744.
Ill Gotten, Ill Applied, Off With Their Heads
July 14, 2013
745.
My Issue Is That If We Cannot Eat, None Of The Other Issues Matter
July 15, 2013
746.
Dupes of a Con Game We Still Don’t Understand
July 16, 2013
747.
If He’d Said Something Sooner
July 17, 2013
748.
Today’s Platter: Subtle Yet Smoky
July 18, 2013
749.
So Wrong, So Many Ways
July 19, 2013
750.
They Want Other Things
July 20, 2013
751.

Two Powerful Articles, Questions
July 21, 2013
752.
Because too many “experts” still don't get it.
July 22, 2013
753.
Too Many “Experts” Still Don't Get It—Part Two
July 22, 2013
754.
The Corporation and Our Effort to Exert Less Effort
July 23, 2013
755.
It’s Just What We Do
July 24, 2013
756.
Milking, Shearing, and Goats Called Judas
July 25, 2013
757.
The Folly of Home Ownership (Just kidding. That would be weird.)
July 27, 2013
758.
Blame Me
July 28, 2013

759.
ChinanihC
July 30, 2013
760.
Good Days
July 31, 2013
761.
“Is the long-term goal of the CPC still world communism?”
August 1, 2013
762.
Adjusted, Not Adjusted, Well Adjusted
August 2, 2013
763.
I’m 56 and White
August 3, 2013
764.
Fascinating New Laboratory Analysis of Human Happiness
August 4, 2013
765.
Problems Philonancial, Problems Finansophical
August 5, 2013
766.
Trade Report, Let’s Celebrate Not

August 6, 2013
767.
You and I are letting—making—it happen.
August 7, 2013
768.
What Will It Take to Take China Seriously?
August 8, 2013
769.
Roundtable Discussion—video and transcript
August 9, 2013
770.
Leveling the Playing Field: We're Now #51 in Life Expectancy
August 10, 2013
771.
“Weakness”
August 11, 2013
772.
Shipping News, so to speak
August 12, 2013
773.
“Somethings” in the Air
August 13, 2013
774.

There’s No Fool Like a . . . Fool
August 14, 2013
775.
No Fool Like a [continued] Fool
August 15, 2013
776.
A Snowball’s Chance on Wall Street
August 16, 2013
777.
These Are Really The Same Story
August 17, 2013
778.
Perspectives on Pants on, One Leg at a Time
August 18, 2013
779.
What’s the Opposite of “Divide & Conquer”?
August 19, 2013
780.
Ooops, OMG, Who Puts Up With This Garbage?
August 20, 2013
781.
Yeah, But We Don’t Live in China
August 21, 2013

782.
“Our cow dung is worth more than your Wall Street stocks.”
August 22, 2013
783.
How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?
September 9, 2013
784.
“Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless.”
September 10, 2013
785.
Some Today-Unrelated Items
September 11, 2013
786.
My E-Mails Are Being Tampered With
September 12, 2013
787.
Ate Links on Friday the 13th
September 13, 2013
788.
Five Stories: One Question
September 14, 2013
789.
Providence and Permanent Felicity

September 15, 2013
790.
The Folks in the Middle. That’s What.
September 17, 2013
791.
Eternal Vigilance Means It’s Too Soon to Celebrate
September 18, 2013
792.
There Is No Joy in Wealth Transfer
September 19, 2013
793.
Complaining & Not Doing
September 20, 2013
794.
The Fed, The Dow, and “No”
September 21, 2013
795.
“This is the only real game changer we’ve ever seen.”
September 23, 2013
796.
Do “We Need a Revolution”?
September 23, 2013
797.

“Love It or Leave It” Reconsidered
September 25, 2013
798.
“Love It or Leave It” Reconsidered—PDF attached
September 26, 2013
799.
Weekend Reading, Some Extraordinary
September 27, 2013
800.
Bribes Make You Less Notorious; Notable Co-Motion
September 30, 2013
801.
18 Shutdowns, 37 Trade Deficits
October 1, 2013
802.
It’s Easily Within Our Power To Do Better
October 2, 2013
803.
Courage Is the Better Part of Wisdom
October 3, 2013
804.
Structurally Incapable of Speaking Truth to Power
October 4, 2013

805.
Back to Some Interesting Basics
October 5, 2013
806.
Literally Kicking Hank Paulson’s Backside
October 5, 2013
807.
If It’s True That Money Talks, What Has Your Money Been Saying?
October 6, 2013
808.
Profiteers and Propaganda, Sheep and Shutdowns
October 7, 2013
809.
Waking [Tango Foxtrot] Up: Where [Tango Foxtrot] Will Our Children Raise Their
Children?
October 8, 2013
810.
Frightened Global Hoarders Manage Our Country’s Affairs
October 9, 2013
811.
“Let’s Be Frank”—there is nothing funny about this cartoon
October 10, 2013
812.
Eagerness to Betray

October 11, 2013
813.
Most Inequality Is Fictitious & This Report Is Fictitious
October 12, 2013
814.
Five Week Checkup
October 13, 2013
815.
We Just Don't Get It, Can We?
October 14, 2013
816.
Two from Amherst
October 15, 2013
817.
Arrogance and the Odor of Rats
October 16, 2013
818.
If Our Problems Were Merely Intellectual, They Would Be Easy To Solve
October 18, 2013
819.
Wise Old Jew, Cautionary Too
October 19, 2013
820.

Sunday Chicken Dinner
October 20, 2013
821.
Interesting About Jobs; That’s Just Dollars
October 22, 2013
822.
In Each Link Were 7 Knives
October 22, 2013
823.
I’d Be the Best President the Top 1% (of Americans) Ever Had
October 23, 2013
824.
Stats, Puzzle Pieces, Memorable Quotes
October 24, 2013
825.
Creeping Your Way, Brought to You By:
October 26, 2013
826.
Postcards from Uruguay and the World’s Poorest President
October 26, 2013
827.
Hang In There: Four Good Links, One Day Before Tomorrow
October 27, 2013

828.
One of 2 for Today
October 28, 2013
829.
#2: Just a Question (OK, it’s really a challenge)
October 28, 2013
830.
Some Economists Are Not Sleazy
October 29, 2013
831.
Follow the Abuses
October 30, 2013
832.
Strange Globalization and Hypocrisy, Weekend To-Do List
November 1, 2013
833.
I’m Terribly Fond of Letting the Reader Decide
November 2, 2013
834.
Self-Destructive Cruelty, Self-Destructive Obedience
November 3, 2013
835.
Governments That Would Do These Things

November 4, 2013
836.
Benefits of Free Trade: Horse Thieves
November 4, 2013
837.
Alarming:Inspiring Ratios—Includes Cartoon
November 5, 2013
838.
Deprive and Defeat Your Family and Friends
November 6, 2013
839.
Labor Camps and Renaissance Men
November 6, 2013
840.
Mere Distractions; We Will Not Obey
November 7, 2013
841.
The Emperor Has No Jobs
November 8, 2013
842.
The Emperor Has No Jobs [UPDATE]
November 8, 2013
843.

Some Links from Saturday’s Child
November 9, 2013
844.
Don’t Say I Never Gave You Anything You Could Use
November 10, 2013
845.
Hills of Korea, Jungles of Vietnam, Aisles of Walmart
November 11, 2013
846.
China Has Been In The Process Of “Reform” For Some Years Now
November 12, 2013
847.
Eight-sided and slippery as eels
November 13, 2013
848.
Keeping a Cool Head; September Losses Worst in History
November 14, 2013
849.
Say What You Will About the US, Just Do Whatever You Can About the PR
November 15, 2013
850.
Who Will You Fill? Who Will You Thrill?
November 16, 2013

851.
Doc, It Still Hurts When I Do This
November 16, 2013
852.
After Wall Street Gets Its Filthy Hands On Our Social Security
November 17, 2013
853.
Things You Can’t Fool?
November 19, 2013
854.
Lull Us, Pat Us, Mark Us with a B
November 20, 2013
855.
Health
November 21, 2013
856.
If We Really Want To Honor President Kennedy. . . .
November 22, 2013
857.
In A Race To The Bottom, How Much Money Would You Like To Earn?
November 23, 2013
858.
Why Those Inscrutable Guys

November 23, 2013
859.
There Are Jackals Waiting
November 24, 2013
860.
I Reserve the Right To Wonder Maybe Something Just Ain’t Right
November 25, 2013
861.
Generals Washington and Eisenhower Have Already Told Us
November 26, 2013
862.
Washington, Eisenhower, Hemingway: Making Sense of World News
November 27, 2013
863.
Simple Gifts of Gratitude and Attitude
November 28, 2013
864.
Link Between Depression and Depression
November 29, 2013
865.
You Have 12 Minutes
November 30, 2013
866.

In Case You Missed These
December 1, 2013
867.
Two Videos—Please Forward
December 1, 2013
868.
Not So Subtle: Methods of Child Abuse
December 2, 2013
869.
History in the Making, Who’s Not Discussing It, New Anti-American Film
December 5, 2013
870.
Too Many Entertainers; Trade Report Spin
December 6, 2013
871.
Jobs, Mandela, China. Grow Up. Or Else.
December 6, 2013
872.
Wow! Jobs! Feel Better? Stop!
December 8, 2013
873.
“Trade surplus hit record high in Nov”
December 8, 2013

874.
A must-read in today’s news: “The Job Report Mirage”
December 9, 2013
875.
Slimy Globalist Nuance
December 10, 2013
876.
If Only You’d Listened to Me in June 2008
December 11, 2013
877.
Had Enough? Listen To Me Now.
December 12, 2013
878.
Are We “Talking” Citizens or “Doing” Citizens?
December 12, 2013
879.
The Pious Infant
December 13, 2013
880.
Detroit City and the Doomed Alliance with Evil
December 13, 2013
881.
Pusillanimity (sp?)

December 14, 2013
882.
The Dickens, this quote from Dickens
December 15, 2013
883.
“Look, pal, we’ve always known . . . you can’t give up.”
December 16, 2013
884.
Survey: Global Attitudes on Materialism
December 17, 2013
885.
Much Better Than “overview interview podcast transcript”
December 18, 2013
886.
Chinese Admiral to U.S. Navy: “We Will Block You”
December 19, 2013
887.
Psychology and Turds
December 20, 2013
888.
Extra Crispy: Nihilism, Self-Absorption, Salmonella—The High Cost of Cheap
December 21, 2013
889.

What Kind of Idiot with a Death Wish?
December 22, 2013
890.
Foods, Frauds, FAQs
December 23, 2013
891.
A Christmas Carol — The Original Manuscript
December 25, 2013
892.
Rest Ye Wary
December 25, 2013
893.
Exhibits . . . the veracity of which may vary
December 26, 2013
894.
“Duck Dynasty” starring Shinzo Abe
December 27, 2013
895.
Donkey Meat & Other Delights
December 27, 2013
896.
Healthy Skepticism and Hard Work, Linked Links
December 28, 2013

897.
Keeping An Eye On Detroit As It Heads Your Way
December 29, 2013
898.
“Contrary to expectations, the city seemed to wake up and react.”
December 30, 2013
899.
There Must Be a Resolution in Here Somewhere
January 1, 2014
900.
A Must-Read, Must-Watch, Might Be Time
January 2, 2014
901.
Cui Bono Bull Poopo?
January 3, 2014
902.
Shrouded in Illusions of Personal Freedom
January 4, 2014
903.
Superb New Article—Free No Paywall
January 5, 2014
904.
Is this a great country or what?

January 5, 2014
905.
“mentally deranged by a carefully orchestrated historical amnesia, a state-induced stupidity”
January 6, 2014
906.
Busting the Trade Report and So Much More
January 7, 2014
907.
Globalization Leaves Every Occupation Vulnerable To Global Competition
January 8, 2014
908.
We Don’t Need To Redistribute Anything Except Freedom
January 9, 2014
909.
First the Good News, Then the Revision-Riddled Jobs Report
January 10, 2014
910.
Where will the money come from and how will we live?
January 11, 2014
911.
How’s That For A Spiritual Question?
January 12, 2014
912.

Obamacare Outsourced; The Trouble With Chris Christie
January 13, 2014
913.
Please Share This Short Video
January 13, 2014
914.
Imagine how powerful: A former U.S. President admits. . . .
January 15, 2014
915.
(Too Many) Good Headlines
January 16, 2014
916.
Accepting This Has Unpleasant Consequences
January 17, 2014
917.
Stay Away From Sick People
January 19, 2014
918.
Watered Down and Getting Wetter
January 20, 2014
919.
American Roots: Freedom and Joy: Successful Economic Nationalism
January 21, 2014

920.
The More We [female dog with no teeth], The Better They Like It
January 24, 2014
921.
A Friend and An Enemy
January 24, 2014
922.
Benefits of Globalization: Americans Shooting Each Other
January 25, 2014
923.
When We Listen to Bad People
January 25, 2014
924.
Inverse Relationships
January 26, 2014
925.
By Wednesday Morning. . . .
January 27, 2014
926.
The Worst Advice I Ever Received As A Young Man
January 28, 2014
927.
State of the Uh-Oh! (a call to click)

January 28, 2014
928.
Today’s Top 13 Front Pages By Circulation
January 29, 2014
929.
Put Up? Grow Up? Shut Up?
January 30, 2014
930.
Raise the Minimum Wage to $43.17 But Keep the Money in the United States
January 31, 2014
931.
Read ’Em and Wake
February 2, 2014
932.
If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace. . . .
February 3, 2014
933.
Guillotines and Learning
February 4, 2014
934.
How Long Before Our Global Competitors Follow Suit?
February 5, 2014
935.

For This Trade Report and the (Year of the) Horse It Rode in On
February 6, 2014
936.
There must be some word today, from the BLS, so far away. . . .
February 7, 2014
937.
U.S. Loses 2,870,000 Jobs in January
February 9, 2014
938.
Baffle Us, Dazzle Us, Tell Us What We Need
February 10, 2014
939.
Nothing Costs More To Settle Than A Trade Deficit
February 11, 2014
940.
What Gives You The Right To Complain?
February 12, 2014
941.
Our Banks For China’s Factories
February 13, 2014
942.
First, A True Story
February 14, 2014

943.
Animals
February 18, 2014
944.
Two “Economists” to Compare and Contrast
February 20, 2014
945.
Gallup: Americans’ Perceptions of Greatest U.S. Enemy
February 20, 2014
946.
Stop Committing Indirect Suicide
February 21, 2014
947.
Must Read—But Keep Your Wits And Stay On Your Feet
February 22, 2014
948.
You People Are Overeducated and You Have No Right To Speak
February 23, 2014
949.
Which State Is #1—and Why?
February 24, 2014
950.
Sochi and Ukraine; Hiding in Plain Sight

February 24, 2014
951.
Relax. Left or Right, All Your Thinking Is Being Done For You.
February 25, 2014
952.
Why Americans Don’t Understand China’s Growth
February 26, 2014
953.
The Street Sense of a Prairie Dog
February 27, 2014
954.
A pleasant-sounding euphemism for Appalachification
February 27, 2014
955.
We Get Our Information From People With Comfortable Salaries
February 28, 2014
956.
Banking, Herring & Fracking
March 1, 2014
957.
Is Washington Using Your Tax Dollars Against You?
March 2, 2014
958.

A revision . . . that deserves your more positive attention
March 3, 2014
959.
All Power Is Derived From Industry
March 3, 2014
960.
How Do You Like Feeling Weak, America?
March 4, 2014
961.
Breadth and Depth of Knowledge at No Charge
March 6, 2014
962.
If the Business of America is Business, We’re in Real Trouble
March 7, 2014
963.
We the Stricken, Nowadays Unnatural
March 8, 2014
964.
The People We Love and The Food We Eat
March 9, 2014
965.
They Only Want Your Money and Everything It Means
March 10, 2014

966.
How the Appearance of a Graph Can Be Improved
March 10, 2014
967.
In a personal e-mail today, I wrote:
March 11, 2014
968.
Not Coincidentally, We Were Less Dishonest in 1975
March 13, 2014
969.
To Be or Not To Be, continued
March 14, 2014
970.
No Doubt, We’ve Got Them On The Run
March 15, 2014
971.
Misc. More Pieces
March 16, 2014
972.
This Is Your Brain. This Is Your Brain on Revolution.
March 17, 2014
973.
Money Manipulators & . . . Belgium?

March 18, 2014
974.
More Sense of Yesterday’s and Today’s
March 19, 2014
975.
Carrying Pictures of Chairman Mao
March 20, 2014
976.
How Cool and How Close Did You Say?
March 20, 2014
977.
Set Your Alarm Clock for Sometime Between Today and April 15
March 21, 2014
978.
We Can Still Afford a Common Goal Like “America” or “Survival”
March 22, 2014
979.
I’m Tired, Too
March 24, 2014
980.
State-Sanctioned Leaks and a Third-Grader’s Understanding
March 24, 2014
981.

The World’s Best Bumper Sticker (in 3 x 12 vinyl)
March 25, 2014
982.
Americans Are Good People
March 26, 2014
983.
Have You Ever Wondered Why Things Are Getting Worse?
March 27, 2014
984.
Led To Graves, Fools And Knaves
March 28, 2014
985.
Links, No Chaser
March 29, 2014
986.
Quotes So Chunky You’ll Want To Read Them With A Fork
March 30, 2014
987.
From [no kidding] Thomas Paine in 1776
March 31, 2014
988.
Media and The China Choking Factor
April 1, 2014

989.
It Costs Nothing To Be A Patriot
April 2, 2014
990.
(Trade Report) Relief from the Best of All Possible Worlds
April 3, 2014
991.
(Jobs Report) If a Baloney Falls in a Government Forest, Does It Make a Sound?
April 4, 2014
992.
While We Were Busy Hypocrites for Inequality and Decimation
April 5, 2014
993.
A Terribly Heartless Perspective on Malaysia Airlines Flight 370
April 6, 2014
994.
I See Foreign Underpants
April 8, 2014
995.
30 Minutes Later, You’re Hungry For Power
April 10, 2014
996.
I’d Rather Feel Stupid

April 12, 2014
997.
Mango People, Jesus’s Execution, and a Gallup Poll
April 13, 2014
998.
I’m Gonna Need Your Help With Tomorrow’s E-mail
April 14, 2014
999.
High Praise From Good Men. Good Men. Uh-Oh!
April 15, 2014
1000.
N/C is SRO — These Things Are Everywhere!
April 17, 2014
1001.
Pollution, Population, Politics, and the Price—What Would You Do?
April 18, 2014
1002.
Interactive Fun With Taxes; A Must-Read On Cable; What’s Really Holding Us Back Is
April 19, 2014
1003.
Easter Bunny P.C. News
April 20, 2014
1004.

Seriously: We Have To Get This Through Our Thick Skulls
April 21, 2014
1005.
Check The Pockets In His Long Pants
April 22, 2014
1006.
Go Ahead and Laugh, But It’s Been a Costly Mistake
April 23, 2014
1007.
Fooling Westerners
April 24, 2014
1008.
I Think There’s More To This Story Than Meets The Eye
April 25, 2014
1009.
Back to the Basics of Nobel-Boggling Theory and Having a Good Time
April 27, 2014
1010.
If I Were Trying To Endanger You, I Would Teach You Otherwise
April 28, 2014
1011.
Whose Idea Was It To Start Calling Financialization “Capitalism”?
April 29, 2014

1012.
Will You Be Ordering From The Menu?
April 30, 2014
1013.
Language Induced Economic Paralysis
May 1, 2014
1014.
Who’s on First. What’s in Trouble.
May 2, 2014
1015.
Obscure but Interesting and Consistent with Experience
May 3, 2014
1016.
It Is Difficult To Get The News From Plutocrats
May 4, 2014
1017.
Today’s Trade Report—and thanks again.
May 6, 2014
1018.
Deindustrialization. The Rest Is Commentary and Distraction.
May 7, 2014
1019.
Not How Things Are, Get What You Pay For

May 8, 2014
1020.
Plutocrats and Politicians
May 9, 2014
1021.
Errata: Today’s Ways
May 10, 2014
1022.
A Mother’s Day Gift from Harry Truman’s Desk
May 11, 2014
1023.
Two To Help You Fall Asleep Tonight
May 12, 2014
1024.
Like Charles Darwin Is After You With a Danged Pitchfork
May 13, 2014
1025.
Is It Really So Hard To Admit That American Inequality Correlates With American
Complacency?
May 14, 2014
1026.
A Scary Idea for a Petition
May 15, 2014
1027.

#27: Squealing Pig with Broccoli
May 16, 2014
1028.
All of Treason—and Most of Infanticide—is Simple Economic
May 18, 2014
1029.
U.S. Government Indicts Chinese Hackers
May 19, 2014
1030.
Human Nature Has Already Done Most of the Work
May 20, 2014
1031.
The U.S. Needs More Customers To Buy Its Products
May 21, 2014
1032.
Abandonment and Deprivation
May 22, 2014
1033.
If Eleanor Roosevelt and Diogenes the Cynic Had Children
May 23, 2014
1034.
Too Polite
May 24, 2014

1035.
Why Don’t They Teach Us This Stuff In School?
May 25, 2014
1036.
Big Enough To Hide
May 26, 2014
1037.
The Easiest Job In The World
May 27, 2014
1038.
Bring it on, Beijing.
May 28, 2014
1039.
Real Fantasyland GDP Contracts in Fantasyland
May 29, 2014
1040.
A Lot of People Haven’t Wanted To Understand This
May 30, 2014
1041.
Tending Our Garden—Seven Little Bites
May 31, 2014
1042.
What You Say, What You Think

June 1, 2014
1043.
Slow, Cruel, Anonymous
June 2, 2014
1044.
A Bad Result? How Will We Know?
June 3, 2014
1045.
April Imports: $8 Billion Per Day
June 4, 2014
1046.
Tiananmen, Today
June 4, 2014
1047.
No, that’s not me (Good Grief!) that’s (Yet Again!) another Bob Hall
June 5, 2014
1048.
Want a Job Now: up +943,000
June 6, 2014
1049.
The Most Important Event Of The Century?
June 8, 2014
1050.

Do Not Want a Job Now: down -1,755,000
June 8, 2014
1051.
I Hope This Helps
June 9, 2014
1052.
And We Spend Our Money This Way Why?
June 10, 2014
1053.
Don’t Follow the Money, Follow the Human Emotion
June 11, 2014
1054.
Don’t Be Afraid . . . To Teach Them Everything They Need To Know
June 12, 2014
1055.
Side-By-Side Realities
June 13, 2014
1056.
Divide and Deindustrialize, Deindustrialize and Divide
June 15, 2014
1057.
These People Cannot Be Trusted With Freedom
June 16, 2014

1058.
Still Unique, Tragically Unique
June 17, 2014
1059.
Notes from Deindustrialization
June 18, 2014
1060.
U.S. Current-Account Deficit Increases, U.S. Dollar Appreciates
June 18, 2014
1061.
Trouble With Democracy
June 19, 2014
1062.
Go Chinese?
June 20, 2014
1063.
My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith
June 21, 2014
1064.
“My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith” — PDF attached
June 22, 2014
1065.
Berlin Beijing Bullets

June 22, 2014
1066.
Party Dress
June 23, 2014
1067.
We Know Very Little About Circuses, Really, Or Where They Come From
June 24, 2014
1068.
GNP Plummets 3.6 Percent, Profits Down, Taxes Up, Gamblers Get High
June 25, 2014
1069.
Government Lingo, H.D. Thoreau
June 26, 2014
1070.
In Search of Lost Work
June 27, 2014
1071.
Money Has No Value; Sixth Anniversary Edition Ready To Ship
June 27, 2014
1072.
100 Years Ago Today
June 28, 2014
1073.

Sweat-Stain Genius & Was Hillary Really Banned in Beijing?
June 29, 2014
1074.
Does “U.S. Net International Investment Position” Sound Boring?
June 30, 2014
1075.
The Rosetta Stone: Cherchez la Chine
June 30, 2014
1076.
The Scenery Becomes Inconvenient
July 1, 2014
1077.
Orwell and Blair
July 2, 2014
1078.
Listen up, you sorry bunch—
July 2, 2014
1079.
Trade Loses $23,073.85 Per Second; Unemployment Rates Officially Increase
July 3, 2014
1080.
Happy Independence Day
July 4, 2014

1081.
Don’t Underestimate Them
July 6, 2014
1082.
Baby Steps: Premeditated Deindustrialization
July 7, 2014
1083.
Tackling the Current Obstacle: Nine Points of Encouragement
July 8, 2014
1084.
Reader Comment, Bargain Basement, Jackasses, Jackasses
July 9, 2014
1085.
You Ignorant Slut
July 10, 2014
1086.
[Let’s Find] A Well-Known Performer [Who] Could Change The Course Of History With
. . . [What] May Be The Most Important Song Composed In This Generation
July 11, 2014
1087.
Discretion Is The Better Part Of Discretionary Spending
July 12, 2014
1088.
Just A Few Things To Knock Some Heads Together

July 14, 2014
1089.
Public Opinion Being Important, The World Will Be Less Lucky Without Us
July 15, 2014
1090.
Religion Won’t Stand a Chance; We’d Better Get a Clue
July 16, 2014
1091.
Christians at Walmart, Men in America
July 17, 2014
1092.
With Enough Circulation, Somebody’s Bound
July 18, 2014
1093.
Today’s Extra from . . . Ugh!
July 18, 2014
1094.
All Treason Is Economic
July 19, 2014
1095.
Subtle Wisdom, Subtle Power
July 20, 2014
1096.

Fightin’ Words
July 21, 2014
1097.
Three Good Pieces, And Then. . . .
July 22, 2014
1098.
There’s Something Wrong With Me
July 23, 2014
1099.
Today’s Ho-Hum after Wednesday’s “There’s Something Wrong With Me”
July 25, 2014
1100.
Affronting Your Instincts, again There’s Something Wrong With Me, and a Nice New Blurb
July 27, 2014
1101.
99 44/100% Big Fat Lies
July 28, 2014
1102.
This Step is Like a Step and a Half
July 29, 2014
1103.
Be Part of the Solution
July 30, 2014

1104.
Use The Internet—Hard—As A Weapon
August 1, 2014
1105.
July Jobs Down -1,110,000
August 1, 2014
1106.
A Guy Walks Into a Clinton. . . .
August 2, 2014
1107.
The Moral of the Story
August 3, 2014
1108.
The future decided at the giant weasels’ store—
August 4, 2014
1109.
Elizabeth Warren? Paul Krugman? Are You Serious?
August 5, 2014
1110.
June U.S. Business Losses to the Chinese Communist Party: $11,596.45 — Per Second
August 6, 2014
1111.
Support The Life You Live In

August 7, 2014
1112.
There’s Something Wrong With Me — Fear-Fallen Children #1098 of July 23, 2014
August 8, 2014
1113.
Crack Is Only Eight Dollars, Food Costs Ten
August 9, 2014
1114.
Let’s Kill All The Bankers?
August 10, 2014
1115.
My Titles Can Be Quirky
August 11, 2014
1116.
Deindustrialization—Suicide—Colonization—Genocide
August 12, 2014
1117.
You Don’t Even Want To Know
August 13, 2014
1118.
Bad Juju & The Karmas
August 14, 2014
1119.

Simple Democracy
August 15, 2014
1120.
Part Of A Much Larger Struggle, A Global Struggle
August 16, 2014
1121.
A Snowball’s Chance in Hong Kong
August 17, 2014
1122.
Look at the Grouse
August 18, 2014
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August 23, 2014
1128.
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August 25, 2014
1130.
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August 26, 2014
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August 27, 2014
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August 28, 2014
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August 29, 2014
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August 31, 2014
1135.
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September 1, 2014
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September 2, 2014
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September 3, 2014
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The Trade Report—On Account of Our Cooperation
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September 5, 2014
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September 6, 2014
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September 7, 2014
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October 2, 2014
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1167.
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Poetry, Too, You Never Know, Might Help
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Contact Information and Copyright

1.
“Dollar to the Giant” Links
June 27, 2008
YouTube:
MySpace:

2.
“Dollar to the Giant” Link
July 4, 2008
Your children's past, present, and future in 7 minutes or less.
“Dollar to the Giant”
Viewers are saying this is extremely powerful and well worth the time. If you like it, please pass it on.
You can also visit www.youtube.com and type “Dollar to the Giant” in the search box.

3.
Unrestricted Warfare
July 16, 2008
Unrestricted Warfare was written in 1999 by Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, both Senior Colonels in the
Chinese People's Liberation Army. It is a Chinese blueprint for the Chinese defeat of a militarily superior
nation such as the United States.
This Chinese manifesto recommends new and different weapons. The language used here is from the original
with exact quotes identified as such.
Trade war: a destructive effect equal to that of a military operation.
Financial war: hyperstrategic, easily manipulated, concealed, highly destructive.
•

“Today, when nuclear weapons have already become frightening mantlepiece [sic]
decorations that are losing their real operational value with each passing day, financial war has
become a ‘hyperstrategic’ weapon that is attracting the attention of the world. This is because
financial war is easily manipulated and allows for concealed actions, and is also highly
destructive."

•

“China [in 1999] already has the power to jolt the world economy just by changing its own economic
policies.”

•

“The world's number one debtor nation, a country which relies on the inflow of foreign capital to
support its economic prosperity, the United States, would definitely have . . . heavy economic losses.
Such an outcome would certainly be better than a military strike.”

•

“We believe that before long, 'financial warfare' will undoubtedly be an entry in the various types of
dictionaries of official military jargon.”

Rumor or scandal that results in a fluctuation in the enemy country's exchange rates.
Man-made stock-market crash.
Computer virus invasion.
Ecological war:
•

“Ecological war refers to a new type of non-military warfare in which modern technology is
employed to influence the natural state of rivers, oceans, the crust of the earth, the polar ice sheets,
the air circulating in the atmosphere, and the ozone layer. By methods such as causing earthquakes
and altering precipitation patterns, the atmospheric temperature, the composition of the atmosphere,
sea level height, and sunshine patterns, the earth's physical environment is damaged or an alternate

local ecology is created.”
Drug warfare: obtaining sudden and huge illicit profits by spreading disaster in other countries.
Psychological warfare: spreading rumors to intimidate the enemy and break down his will.
•

“Even the last refuge of the human race—the inner world of the heart—cannot avoid the attacks of
psychological warfare . . . nets . . . snares . . . so that a person has no place to flee.”

Terrorism: Osama bin Laden frequently referenced as an example.
Smuggling warfare: throwing markets into confusion and attacking economic order.
Media warfare: manipulating what people see and hear in order to lead public opinion along.
Network warfare: venturing out in secret and concealing one's identity in a type of warfare that is virtually
impossible to guard against.
Technological warfare: creating monopolies by setting standards independently.
Fabrication warfare: presenting a counterfeit appearance of real strength before the eyes of the enemy.
Resources warfare: grabbing riches by plundering stores of resources.
Economic aid warfare: bestowing favor in the open and contriving to control matters in secret.
Cultural warfare: leading cultural trends along in order to assimilate those with different views.
International law warfare: seizing the earliest opportunity to set up regulations.
Additional quotes:
•

“Warfare . . . re-invaded human society in a more complex, more extensive, more concealed, and
more subtle manner. . . . In other words, while we are seeing a relative reduction in military violence,
at the same time we definitely are seeing an increase in political, economic, and technological
violence.”

•

“One hacker + one modem causes an enemy damage and losses almost equal to those of a war.”

•

“It is likely that a pasty-faced scholar wearing thick eyeglasses is better suited to be a modern soldier
than is a strong young lowbrow with bulging biceps.”

4.
Today’s EPI Brief: Job Loss to China
July 30, 2008
“The China trade toll: Widespread wage suppression, 2 million jobs lost in the U.S.”
www.epi.org/content.cfm/bp219

5.
Barack Obama’s brother pushes Chinese imports on U.S.
July 31, 2008
“Barack Obama's brother pushes Chinese imports on US”
www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/us_and_americas/us_elections/article4406813.ece

6.
China and Geopolitics
September 13, 2008
This is disturbing:
“Cash Helped China Win Costa Rica's Recognition”
www.nytimes.com/2008/09/13/world/asia/13costa.html
Again, "Dollar to the Giant" spelled it all out ahead of time. The song becomes more insightful, accurate,
and prophetic with each passing event. Fannie/Freddie/Chinese Banks and related disasters notwithstanding,
this is not just about trade.
Our fellow Americans need to be informed so they can stop being, as the song says, "led to every trap the
giant made."
Understandably, neither of our major political parties will help. American citizens have to stop sending all
their money, jobs, power, and security to the People's Republic of China.

7.
Economic Crisis: What’s Not Being Discussed
October 2, 2008
Please forward this e-mail to everyone you know.
Our country needs our help.
The financial bailout is a temporary band-aid. The only permanent solution is for America to get back to the
basics of productivity: industry and agriculture.
We have to build things and we have to grow things, and we have to purchase things we build and grow.
Our families and friends need us to buy products manufactured in the United States. We have to start
supporting our own economy and put an end to this $700-billion trade deficit.
Yes, our annual trade deficit is the same size as the current bailout package.
I'd like to recommend "Dollar to the Giant" on YouTube.
More than 5,800 views so far, with excellent ratings and thoughtful comments. Not bad, considering the
material and YouTube.
There's some complicated stuff in this song, but the main ideas are simple enough:
Buy products Made in USA. Support our own economy.
Avoid products Made in China. Why should we continue to build China's economy and destroy our own?
It's our choice—and our responsibility.
Simple advice. But if everyone followed the advice in "Dollar to the Giant" there would simply be no
financial crisis. We'd have money. We'd have factories and jobs. Our kids and grandkids would have a
fighting chance.
Please recommend "Dollar to the Giant" to everyone you know. If it gets enough attention, it could turn our
economy around.
Now, specifically about China and the bailout:
"The price of freedom is eternal vigilance." A word of caution may in order so we aren't, as "Dollar to the
Giant" said, "led to every trap the giant made."
We owe $$$ trillions to the communist People's Republic of China.

Trillions.
Why wouldn't our Beijing bankers be putting enormous pressure on Washington right now?
Good question.
The only related discussion I know of was in the "South China Morning Post" and Reuters:
“China banks told to halt lending to US banks”
www.reuters.com/article/marketsNews/idUSPEK16693720080925
But not a word in the U.S. media.
It doesn't take a genius to figure out that the People's Republic of China is driving U.S. policy, both foreign
and domestic.
Our government has borrowed heavily from China. Our entire financial system has borrowed heavily from
China. Most of our large multinational corporations are heavily invested in China. Lobbyists, associations,
and advocates claiming to represent American interests are often heavily funded by these same
multinationals with loyalties to China.
Is it any wonder nobody's talking about China's role in the current financial drama?
"The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys." (From "Dollar to the Giant." The lyrics are pretty darned
good.)
Some inconvenient truths: The People's Republic of China is totalitarian and communist. We have long been
political, ideological, and military adversaries.
China's official military manual Unrestricted Warfare advocates the use of "financial warfare—easily
manipulated, concealed, and highly destructive."
Easily manipulated. Concealed. Highly destructive.
This People's Liberation Army manifesto says the United States, because we are the "world's number one
debtor nation," would have "heavy economic losses [and] such an outcome would certainly be better than a
military strike."
Their plan points out: "while we are seeing a relative reduction in military violence, at the same time we
definitely are seeing an increase in political, economic, and technological violence."
Is it possible communist China is again at war with us, only this time we don't know it?
Unrestricted Warfare further recommends as effective modern weapons:
"Rumor or scandal that results in a fluctuation in the enemy country's exchange rates."
"Throwing markets into confusion and attacking economic order."
"Man-made stock-market crash." (China clearly proved this in Taiwan in 1996.)

"Economic aid warfare: bestowing favor in the open and contriving to control matters in secret."
Regarding this last point, China has been actively buying governments around the world, and support for
their designs on our ally Taiwan. Costa Rica recently jumped on the Chinese bandwagon in exchange for
$300 million:
www.nytimes.com/2008/09/13/world/asia/13costa.html
Some technical developments are probably worth mentioning. China has said that the U.S. military is most
vulnerable through its satellite communication. In subsequent missile tests, China shot down at least one of
their own satellites. And now Chinese astronauts are walking in space. Of course, we should be concerned
about these developments and China's accelerating military buildup, but not nearly as concerned as we
should be about our own thoughtless self-destruction.
It may be too late for our politicians and bankers, but it's not too late for actual Americans to pull together on
this and get back to what built our country in the first place: manufacturing and agricultural productivity.
Our country needs our help. It needs our money. The first thing we need to do is stop sending it to the
People's Republic of China and start sending it to Americans.
We can rebuild our own economy by purchasing American-made goods whenever possible. The more
American goods we purchase, the more our factories, jobs, and economy will grow.
When you buy something made in China, think of it as a little act of treason.
Thanks for reading. Please forward this e-mail to everyone. Everyone!

8.
STILL Don’t Believe “Dollar to the Giant”?
October 10, 2008
Please forward this e-mail so it can do its job.
With our markets in turmoil, we need to keep a close eye on China.
What's next?
We can watch helplessly as China maneuvers to topple the U.S. Dollar as the world's reserve currency. If
China succeeds, our recent stock market losses will be petty cash.
We can watch helplessly as China uses Taiwan to show the world how weak America has become.
Or we can remember where we came from.
Wall Street and Washington are not the American economy. Industry and agriculture built the wealth in this
country. Industry and agriculture can build it again.
Support the American economy. Buy American products.
Stop sending your money to China.
See "Dollar to the Giant" on YouTube.
Please forward this message to your e-mail contacts and elected officials.

9.
Defending Ourselves—A Practical Consideration
October 13, 2008
In World War II, average American factories converted to defense production.
America's MANUFACTURING capacity won the war. "MADE IN USA" won the war.
Today, if we had to defend ourselves in a major conflict, what would we do? Outsource?
Think about it. Sooner or later, we will again have to defend ourselves in a major war.
This alone should convince us to keep our American factories alive by purchasing American-made goods.
See “Dollar to the Giant” on YouTube.
If we are to survive, we must stop being led to every trap the giant made.

10.
Will You Be Supporting China this Holiday Season?
December 6, 2008
Just a reminder this holiday season:
Consumer spending is 70% of our economy.
We American consumers forget how much power we have.
We can use our dollars to support the United States, not China.
PLEASE do not buy goods made in China.
In this economic downturn, "cheaper" Chinese goods tempt us to send even more American money and jobs
to China.
It's a trap, a downward spiral, by which China is tightening its grip on our entire system.
The root cause of our economic crisis is the trade deficit. The only way we can recover is to start
manufacturing again. American consumers must create a demand for American-made goods.
—
Additional notes:
My current favorite source for American-made goods is
www.MadeInUSAForever.com
Todd Lipscomb, the site's owner, wrote about "Dollar to the Giant" in his October blog:
http://blog.madeinusaforever.com/2008/10
Happy Holidays!

11.
New Record Trade Deficit With China—A Call For Action
December 12, 2008
We're in a recession yet we still racked up a $28-billion trade deficit with China for October—a new record.
This should be sobering news for Americans.
The official government figures can be found here:
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html#2008
What does this mean?
More money, jobs, and factories lost to China. Deepening recession. Increased vulnerability to financial and
military attack.
What can Americans do?
Remember that it's up to us American citizens to repair our real economy. We can and must. The more
money Washington and Wall Street get from China, the more China gets away with murder. Our
policymakers will not criticize Chinese interests; our "fearless leaders" turn a blind eye to even the most
horrific of China's misdeeds.
Still, it can't hurt to harangue your elected officials.
Recommend "Dollar to the Giant," where they can get the picture in 6 minutes.
Demand that China be held accountable for their criminal trade practices that have ravaged the U.S.
economy. Start with yuan-dollar rigging. China's illegal and outrageous currency manipulation gives
China's manufacturers an estimated 35% pricing advantage.
Remind your elected officials that no economic stimulus package will work if there is no American
manufacturing sector to stimulate.
Further, any future infrastructure rebuilding must be accomplished with American materials. No Chinese
steel. We should be particularly alert to Chinese steel.
As an American consumer, 70% of the economy, you should:
Whenever possible, buy goods Made in the USA. Yes, it's getting more difficult to find American-made
goods, but unless we reverse this trend it will get more and more difficult—until we're done for.
Avoid products made in China.

Resist the temptation to rationalize cheap Chinese goods as more "economical" or "practical" in a recession.
Send your money to China and you'll only make things worse. China's counting on it. So is Wal-Mart.
Start thinking of every purchase of a Chinese-made product as an act of treason. (This doesn't sound so
extreme after you think about it for a while.)
Spread the word about "Dollar to the Giant." Tell anyone and everyone. The music can help them feel the
thoughts.
Imagine what a great place America will again be when we come to our senses and start supporting our own
economy.

12.
UAW Website Features “Dollar to the Giant”
December 12, 2008
UAW Local 735 is featuring "Dollar to the Giant" on their website.
The webmaster has done a beautiful job of showcasing the complete lyrics with accompanying sound file. I
like his home page comment: "Buying American isn't just an option anymore."
Please forward this e-mail to reach as many as possible—Republican, Democrat, Union, Non-Union—with
this non-partisan message so essential to our survival.
If our economy is to recover, we must start supporting it by insisting on American-made goods.

13.
“Dollar to the Giant” is now on iTunes
December 28, 2008
“Dollar to the Giant" is now available on iTunes:
and Amazon:
—where it has already received some wonderful reviews.
Many thanks to those who suggested I make the song available for 99-cent download.
Many thanks, too, for all of your grass-roots effort and support.
Please keep forwarding these e-mails and spreading the word.
Americans need to realize it's time to support our own economy instead of China's.
Wealth comes from agricultural and industrial productivity.
We cannot afford to lose any more factories.
Let's give our kids a fighting chance. Buy American-made goods.
Thank you.

14.
New Year’s Resolution, Nobel Prize Winner
January 1, 2009
This New Year's Day, let us resolve to simply do our part. This is our home.
Nobel Economics Laureate Paul Krugman could have been singing "Dollar to the Giant" in his New York
Times op-ed of 12/22/08:
"A more plausible route to sustained recovery would be a drastic reduction in the U.S. trade deficit, which
soared at the same time the housing bubble was inflating. By selling more to other countries and spending
more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we could get to full employment without a boom in either
consumption or investment spending."
"Despite rising trade in services, most world trade is still in goods, especially manufactured goods—and the
U.S. manufacturing sector, after years of neglect in favor of real estate and the financial industry, has a lot of
catching up to do."
It's refreshing to hear an economist say something useful, if characteristically timid.
Manufacturing built America and will build it again.
Please continue to spread the word about "Dollar to the Giant."
We must stop sending American money, jobs, manufacturing, and security to the People's Republic of China.
—
Thanks to UAW Local 735 for getting "Dollar to the Giant" out to its members, and then some.
And thanks to people like Todd Lipscomb, who understand the importance of manufacturing and are actually
doing something about it. I'd like to again recommend Mr. Lipscomb's website as an excellent and enjoyable
source for American-made products: www.MadeInUSAForever.com
Best wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

15.
But Why A Song?
January 7, 2009
To feel thoughts.
Songs connect our thoughts and feelings. Songs can bring abstract ideas to life.
I wrote "Dollar to the Giant" so the message wouldn't get lost or distorted.
("the Giant" = China, by the way)
People say they thought they'd understood, but the first time they really "got it" was through my song.
They're frequently in tears by the end of "Dollar to the Giant."
They're changing their shopping habits.
Are these the most important lyrics of our time?
With so much at stake, why not take a few minutes to listen and decide for yourself?
(Think about how much we could accomplish if everyone forwarded this e-mail.)
—
YouTube, no charge:
Amazon MP3, 99 cents:
iTunes, 99 cents:
—
Thank you! A PDF of the lyrics is available upon request.

16.
Economic Recovery Isn’t Easy, But It’s Simple
January 12, 2009
Practical, uncomplicated advice from Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman:
“By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending.” (The New
York Times, 12/22/08)
American manufacturing is the key to our economic recovery and long-term health.
Buy American-made products whenever humanly possible.
Read the labels.
Do not buy anything made in China.
Why not?
See "Dollar to the Giant”

17.
China Redefines Modern Warfare
January 13, 2009
"Nuclear weapons have already become frightening mantelpiece decorations that are losing their real
operational value with each passing day."
"Trade war [can have] a destructive effect equal to that of a military operation."
"Financial war is easily manipulated and allows for concealed actions, and is also highly destructive."
"The world's number one debtor nation, a country which relies on the inflow of foreign capital to support its
economic prosperity, the United States, would definitely have . . . heavy economic losses. Such an outcome
would certainly be better than a military strike."
— from Unrestricted Warfare, a manual for the defeat of the United States, written by Qiao Liang and Wang
Xiangsui, both Senior Colonels in the Chinese People's Liberation Army. (Beijing: PLA Literature and Arts
Publishing House, 1999)
Don't say "Dollar to the Giant" didn't warn you.
Please forward this e-mail and do whatever you can to wake up our fellow citizens and legislators.

18.
Foxes, Hens, Trojan Horses
January 14, 2009
“True terror is to wake up one morning and discover that your high school class is running the country.”
— Kurt Vonnegut
More fun facts:
The People's Republic of China is our military adversary.
Our government buys critical defense electronics from the People's Republic of China.
That's right.
We are depending on the People's Republic of China to protect us from the People's Republic of China.
A lot of lobbyists were paid a lot of money to make this nightmare a reality.
Now, if you were the People's Republic of China, what would you do?
Right again.
You'd ship used, re-marked, counterfeit, failure-prone junk to American military and security forces.
Last year, this happened more than 7,300 times*
(that we know about).
—
*See "U.S. Government Finds Thousands Of Counterfeit Electronics From China In Avionics Weapon
Supply Chain" in the 11/17/08 issue of Richard A. McCormack's always lively and informative
Manufacturing & Technology News:
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/08/1117/counterfeitelectronics.html
"Dollar to the Giant" puts the power back in the hands of the American people. Please forward this e-mail so
it can do its job. Thank you.

19.
Insight from U.S. Senator Fritz Hollings
January 18, 2009
Former U.S. Senator Fritz Hollings offers valuable insight into our government, our economy, and what he
calls the "quiet conspiracy that remains silent in the press" while "Dollar to the Giant" encourages citizens to
take America back into their own hands by purchasing American-made goods.
“Same old, same old—no change”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/09.0109.hollings_sameold.htm

20.
“America Is For Sale Expo 2009”—this is for real
February 11, 2009
Here's the link to China's "America Is For Sale Expo 2009" website:
[removed]
This wouldn't be happening without American consumer dollars fueling China's real economy instead of our
own.
In 2008, our overall trade deficit actually fell a little from 2007, but our trade deficit with China hit an alltime high of $266 billion.
When are we going to wake up and realize what's happening?
Some 2,500 years ago, the Chinese Sun Tzu wrote in The Art of War:
"To subdue the enemy without fighting is the acme of skill."
More recently, the American John Adams said:
"There are two ways to conquer and enslave a nation. One is by the sword. The other is by debt."
My song “Dollar to the Giant” continues to be accurate in its analysis and predictions. If enough people
heard “Dollar to the Giant,” we wouldn't be in this mess.
Please forward this e-mail to everyone you know.
Thank you. And good luck.

21.
What Appeared to Be a Joke Was Not: “America Is For Sale
Expo 2009”
February 13, 2009
A Beijing China event called "America Is For Sale Expo 2009"?
Understandably, several people asked me if Wednesday's e-mail was for real. It was.
Here again is the link to (communist) China's "America Is For Sale Expo 2009" website:
[removed]
AMERICA IS FOR SALE??? How brazen, how frightening is this?
Of course, it could never happen if American consumers didn't buy Chinese products.
Where do we think China got the money in the first place? China continues to drain our real economy
though American consumers.
In 2008, China represented 39% of our total trade deficit. One country: 39%.
Our entire trade deficit was $677 billion. Our trade deficit with China alone hit an all-time high of $266
billion.
When are we going to wake up?
The communist People's Republic of China is an ideological, political, and military adversary.
No, they haven't been firing rockets at the U.S. What they're doing is far more destructive.
February 2009 marks the tenth anniversary of Unrestricted Warfare, the Chinese manual for the defeat of the
United States through non-conventional warfare including trade, finance, debt, and, of course, deception. It's
shocking to read Unrestricted Warfare and realize how many of its strategies have been implemented by
China over the past decade.
You can download Unrestricted Warfare here:
www.terrorism.com/documents/TRC-Analysis/unrestricted.pdf
www.c4i.org/unrestricted.pdf
Some 2,500 years ago, the Chinese Sun Tzu wrote in The Art of War:

"To subdue the enemy without fighting is the acme of skill."
And:
"All war is deception."
More recently, the American John Adams said:
"There are two ways to conquer and enslave a nation. One is by the sword. The other is by debt."
My song "Dollar to the Giant" continues to be astonishing, if I may say so, in its analysis and predictions. If
enough people heard "Dollar to the Giant," our children would have a fighting chance.
Please forward this e-mail to everyone you know.
Thank you. And good luck.

22.
Eleanor Roosevelt’s Wartime Prayer
February 18, 2009
Eleanor Roosevelt's Wartime Prayer
Dear Lord,
Lest I continue
My complacent way,
Help me to remember that somewhere,
Somehow out there,
A man died for me today.
As long as there be war,
I then must
Ask and answer
Am I worth dying for?

(No talk about China today—nothing obvious, at any rate.)

23.
Secretaries of State and Treasury Kissing China’s Backside?
February 20, 2008
America's future is up to America's people, or so says "Dollar to the Giant." Forget about the government.
American citizens must revive the American economy by insisting on American-made goods. Our current
financial woes have their origins in the trade deficit. We cannot afford complacency. We cannot afford to
remain children about this. We must act with responsibility and purpose, with consistency. It can and must
be done.
You might be interested in these articles from The Wall Street Journal (a source I'd reference more
frequently if they didn't work so hard for foreign interests and against the real U.S. economy):
“G-7 Softens Criticism of Chinese Currency Policy”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123461810961987989.html
Few factors have damaged our economy more than Chinese currency policy.
The more money we borrowed from China, the more the Bush administration turned a blind eye to
communist China's criminal trade practices. Washington "changed" and we finally spoke up about the illegal
currency manipulation that gives China a 30% - 35% pricing advantage, severely penalizing American
competitors. But it appears our moment of adulthood has come and gone. We want to borrow even more
money from communist China, so we change our tune and kiss communist Chinese buttocks.
“Clinton Looks to Broaden China Ties, Questions Utility of Rights Debate”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123514265149133631.html (Note: this link is occasionally “misleading.”)
China stands for most of what our parents and the free world fought against, but American politicians want
to borrow even more money from the totalitarian devil, so it's time to kiss even more buttocks. After all, the
economy is the important issue, so we're going to be very careful not to mention China's worker abuse, slave
labor, child labor, or communist totalitarianism—none of which has anything to do with the low cost of
manufacturing in China or China's ongoing destruction of the real U.S. economy.
Or do they?
"The land of the free and the home of the brave," my buttocks.
Are we really willing to hand over our policy and decision making to the communist People's Republic of
China, our military adversary?
We're supposed to be Americans, right?
Then we can get back on the right track, even if these children in government are working against us.

Whenever humanly possible, buy American-made goods.
Don't say this is impossible. The U.S. is still the world's leading manufacturing nation. The economic pain
we're feeling is because we're not nearly as far ahead as we used to be.
See the importance of manufacturing? Can you imagine how painful things could be if we slip to second
place?
Above all, do not buy products made in China.
Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman said:
"By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending." (The New
York Times, 12/22/08)
—
"Dollar to the Giant" links:
Amazon, 99 cents, includes my adorable baby picture:
iTunes, 99 cents, includes my adorable baby picture:
YouTube, free of charge, no download, no adorable baby picture:
People keep asking me for a good source for American-made goods. I always recommend
www.MadeInUSAForever.com
You'll find more on the Web. We even have some brick-and-mortar stores here in Chicagoland that
specialize in American-made goods.

24.
Is Hillary Clinton Now Working for China?
February 22, 2009
From many of this morning's newspapers:
“Clinton Says US Debt Necessary to Get Consumers Buying Chinese Goods”
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29324392
Debt? Chinese goods? Isn't this how we got into trouble in the first place?
What's happening here? I thought Hillary Clinton was supposed to be on our side.
Now she's asking China for money so Americans can go deeper in debt and buy more products from China,
supporting China's economy and inevitably destroying our own.
Mrs. Clinton, you don't have to beg China for money. Sure, China profits by our loss of face, but they are
more than happy to "invest" in the United States. They know we will use Chinese money to further
strengthen China. We will pay them interest on the loans; we will spend the money on Chinese goods; we
will support Chinese manufacturers; we will build the People's Republic of China at the expense of our own
United States.
Mrs. Clinton, how irresponsible can you and your irresponsible headlines be?
Former Fed Chairman and current Obama economic advisor Paul Volcker might concur:
“Volcker Blames Recession on Trade Imbalances”
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/feb/05/volcker-blames-recession-on-trade-imbalances
Trade imbalances. In other words: the worldwide recession is the result of American consumer buying
habits. We wouldn't be losing so much manufacturing if we supported our own manufacturers.
We need to manufacture more, export more, import relatively less, and spend our consumer dollars on
American-made goods, not Chinese.
Gee whiz, Mr. Volcker, if you're a current Obama economic advisor, how about advising our Secretary of
State?
Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman said:

“By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending.” (The New
York Times, 12/22/08)
Full employment. No boom in spending.
So what's going on?
Our politicians borrow money from China because they love to spend, but can't get re-elected if they raise
taxes to cover their spending.
China is happy to oblige as long as China receives the American economy in return. In fact, China is also
spending big money on lobbyists and media to make sure that China gets what China wants.
Mrs. Clinton is promising our most powerful commodity, American consumer spending, in return for
Chinese loans. Little matter that Americans are being asked to sacrifice their children's futures so
Washington can spend. The Government is the industry that matters; the people and their children be
damned.
Fortunately, the People still control the strategic weapons: consumer spending and free choice.
We can choose to support and revitalize the American economy every time we make a purchase. We can
insist on products Made in the USA. Our politicians may continue to sell their souls, our media may
continue to sell their fear, but we can work around them. In fact, we might be better off without them.
After all, with employees like Hillary Clinton, who needs enemies?

25.
Such a Parcel of Rogues in a Nation
March 6, 2009
Washington, DC has just handed us two more reasons to buy American-made products and stop supporting
our determined Chinese adversaries: Chas W. Freeman and Gary Locke.
Chas W. Freeman is the new chairman of the U.S. National Intelligence Council. A defender of communist
China, Freeman has been on the Chinese payroll since 2004 as advisor to the China National Offshore Oil
Corporation (CNOOC).
Conflict of interest? Inside job? This might be funny if it weren’t true.
Many thanks to Eli Lake at The Washington Times for his thought-provoking investigation:
“Foreign ties of nominee questioned”
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/mar/05/foreign-ties-of-nominee-queried
Melanie Phillips’s article
“Just Whose Side Is He On?”
www.spectator.co.uk/melaniephillips/3396191/just-whose-side-is-he-on.thtml
highlights Chas W. Freeman’s connections to Saudi Arabia, Iran, and the post-9/11 bin Laden family. She
concludes: “Britain and the other nations of the west must really start asking themselves whether America is
still on their side.”
Good question, Melanie.
Gary Locke, the Administration’s latest choice for Commerce Secretary, should be carefully considered and
then summarily rejected. To his “credit,” if it is so, Locke has cozy relationships with high-level communist
Chinese officials. As Governor of Washington and recently (recently, as in “What about that 2-year
revolving door ban, Mr. President?”) through his law firm, Locke has invested considerable time and travel
in China-U.S. trade. It should now be obvious to everyone that China-U.S. trade has been a one-way street:
surpluses and strength for China, deficits and debilitation for the United States.
Even former Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker is now saying the U.S. trade deficit caused the
worldwide recession. Gary Locke’s governorship of Washington (Microsoft, Boeing) was heavily dependent
on communist Chinese trade. His ideas are not healthy for the American economy or, therefore, American
security.
Hiding behind the so-called “free” trade smokescreen that shipped our factories, jobs, and money to China,
Governor Gary Locke also escaped criticism because he is ethnically Chinese. Tenacious reporter Michelle

Malkin, then with The Seattle Times, is also of Asian heritage and not easily intimidated by the race card.
Malkin stayed on the case and recently posted this reality check on her website:
“The Chinagate/Buddhist temple cash skeletons in Gary Locke’s closet”
http://michellemalkin.com/2009/02/24/the-chinagatebuddhist-temple-cash-skeletons-in-gary-lockes-closet
We should congratulate Michelle Malkin for the courage to mention Chinagate. Chinagate? Why do so few
know anything about it? Most likely, it was a scandal so potentially revealing that Republicans, Democrats,
and the media alike just wanted it to go away. Monica Lewinsky provided the perfect cover. In no time,
almost 100% of our attention was focused on the President’s indiscretions, not on the betrayal of our country.
Now, with all the obvious similarities between the Clinton and Obama administrations (a continuum, many
have observed) Chinagate needs to be reviewed.
(Note: the Bush administration racked up nearly $1.5 trillion in goods trade deficit with China from 20012008, so I won’t excuse Bush’s treason while discussing Clinton’s. Still, it should be remembered that
Clinton brought in the so-called “free” traders Robert Rubin and Lawrence Summers, who are now advising
Obama.)
Chinagate was bribery, espionage, and treason; the betrayal of American security and military secrets by
Clinton-Gore in exchange for campaign financing; a chilling example of China’s non-conventional warfare.
Some 2,500 years ago, the Chinese Sun Tzu referred to bribery and espionage as “divine manipulation of the
threads [and] the sovereign's most precious faculty.”
Communist China, our most dangerous adversary, funneled money into the 1996 Clinton campaign.
Subsequent investigations revealed millions of dollars, countless players, and a money trail that led to the
director of China’s military intelligence.
What did China get in return? Ultimately, if we don’t stop buying their products, they’ll get the entire
United States in return. But during the Clinton years:
*Export control was transferred from Defense to Commerce. This circumvented security regulations and
facilitated the transfer of classified information and technology. The Pentagon objected, calling it a threat to
national security.
*The Clinton administration declassified 11,000,000 pages of data on U.S. nuclear weapons and reduced the
security at weapons labs.
*China National Aero-Technology Import-Export Corp (CATIC), an arm of communist Chinese intelligence,
was allowed to videotape classified U.S. defense production lines in operation. CATIC was then allowed to
purchase sophisticated machine tools and, in fact, an entire production plant from McDonnell-Douglas, so it
could produce more advanced fighter jets, bombers, and missiles.
*Dozens of supercomputers were sent to communist China. These were critical to the development of
nuclear and other advanced weapons systems and satellites.
*Bill Clinton personally intervened to place John Huang, agent of communist China and close associate of
current Commerce nominee Gary Locke, in a government position with access to top-secret information that
would aid the communist Chinese.

*The Clinton administration licensed the son of a Chinese general, establishing him as a project manager
with Hughes Space and Communications on top-secret satellite programs.
*Bernard Schwartz, CEO of Loral Space Technologies and Clinton's single largest donor, received waivers
from the Clinton administration to transfer satellite and missile technology that dramatically increased
China’s ability to strike the U.S. with intercontinental ballistic missiles. Related technology had previous
been denied our military allies. Loral eventually paid a $14-million fine for transferring the technology to
China.
*Bill Clinton personally lobbied to turn over the former U.S. naval base at Long Beach to COSCO, the
Chinese shipping company, an arm of the People's Liberation Army, even though COSCO had been caught
smuggling Chinese-manufactured assault weapons to U.S. street gangs.
*Clinton allowed China to take over both ends of the Panama Canal.
*Clinton committed to the unfettered, so-called “free” trade that has built a Chinese economic and military
empire at the expense of the American economy and American citizens.
*On December 28, 2000, Clinton signed Executive Order 13184 to revoke Executive Order 12834. The later
order released all of Clinton's appointees from the anti-lobbying provisions of the earlier order. In other
words, it was time for them to cash in, and China had plenty of money to spend on lobbyists. American
multinationals, at the time, had plenty of jobs to outsource—or so they thought.
Enough? Interested readers can do their own research on Chinagate, preferably the old-fashioned way with
libraries and books. Internet sources are easily edited and deleted for propaganda purposes. Interestingly,
Wikipedia’s “Chinagate” entry has recently been deleted.
One currently available Internet resource is “MRC Coverage of Chinese Espionage”:
www.mrc.org/projects/china/welcome.asp
MRC does a lively job of proving our media are either sound asleep or criminally insane.
So where does this lead us?
China has an enormous amount of money with which they inflict an enormous amount of influence over our
government.
Next time someone mentions “campaign finance reform,” please pay attention and realize that campaign
finance can be a matter of life and death.
Does it make sense that Bill Clinton’s wife is now Secretary of State?
Does it make sense that any U.S. government official should be in bed with China?
Can’t we do better than this?
At this point, I’d like to suggest that “Dollar to the Giant” is not just a song. It’s a lifeline. Please pass it
along to your fellow Americans.
As David McCullough advised: “History is a guide to navigation in perilous times.”

These are perilous times. With our own government so obviously clueless and/or chaotically working
against us, we have to take better care of ourselves, taking more responsibility for more of our lives.
We can thwart the Chinese takeover. We can be alert and participatory. We can express our displeasure
with elected officials. But nowhere is our power felt more directly than at the cash register when we vote
with our pocketbooks.
Don’t believe the Wal-Mart propaganda that difficult economic times call for cheap Chinese products.
China’s money buys a lot of American politicians and media, but China wouldn’t have so much money if
American consumers hadn’t given it to them in the first place.
We must stop supporting the communist People’s Republic of China. American citizens must stop sending
consumer dollars to China. American politicians must stop going to China for loans.
We can support our own country by purchasing American-made goods. Sounds simple, but the economic
issues are not that complicated. Greed and cover-up are the complicating factors.
As Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman said:
"By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending."
We should heed Paul Krugman’s advice. The Chinese are undoubtedly heeding the words of Deng Xiaoping
as they “conceal their ability and bide their time.”
—
*I borrowed this e-mail's subject line from the Robert Burns poem "Such a Parcel of Rogues in a Nation."
Surprisingly little has changed since 1791.

26.
America Distracted, China on the Move
March 19, 2009
So much noise, so many distractions. China couldn’t have planned it any better. Has anyone been paying
attention to the world’s largest and most dangerous adversary these past two weeks? The AIG bonus scandal
is absolutely petty by comparison.
Some recent articles and links, revealing patterns and trends:
“Code Red: Federal authorities [accuse Motorola’s] Hanjuan Jin of spying for Chinese military”
(WLS/ABC7, 3/5/09): http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/iteam&id=6691718
“Speculation grows on China aircraft carrier plans. China will have an aircraft carrier very soon”
(The Washington Post, 3/6/09) [Subsequently removed from The Washington Post; see:
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2008820020_apaschinanavy.html]
“U.S. protests harassing of Navy ship by Chinese. Obama administration cites days of ‘increasingly
aggressive’ acts” (MSNBC, 3/9/09): www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29596179
“China drives home rejection of ‘Western’ democracy” (The Washington Post, 3/9/09) [Subsequently
removed from The Washington Post; see:
www.utsandiego.com/news/2009/mar/09/china-politics-030909]
“China’s leader says he is ‘worried’ over U.S. treasuries” (The New York Times, 3/13/09):
www.nytimes.com/2009/03/14/business/worldbusiness/14china.html (Premier Wen publicly and
dramatically humiliated the United States to show the world that China is now calling the shots. As I’ve
been predicting, Wen is also setting the stage to strip the U.S. Dollar of its reserve currency status. This is
serious, folks.)
“Aided by Financial Crisis, China Snaps Up Natural Resources Worldwide” (The Washington Post,
3/17/09): www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/16/AR2009031603293.html
“U.N. panel says world should ditch dollar” (Reuters, 3/18/09): www.reuters.com/article/2009/03/18/usfunds-summit-currency-idUSTRE52H2CY20090318 (Now the U.N. is campaigning against the U.S. Dollar.
China has been buying a lot of influence worldwide. The Chinese, previously more vocal on the subject of
reserve currency, have lately been quiet, perhaps because they know they’re getting close to their goal of a
yuan-based world economy. This will not be healthy for the United States.)
What can we do?
Well, the good news is that China can’t destroy us without our help. They will no doubt continue their
strategy of bleeding the United States through American consumer spending, then lending back what used to
be our own money.

Therefore:
We have to stop supporting China. This means we cannot purchase Chinese-made products no matter how
inexpensive they might seem in the short term.
We have to stop borrowing money from China. If we must borrow money, then it should be from likeminded allies not committed to our destruction and subjugation. It will help if enough of us contact our
elected officials.
We have to enact legislation preventing foreign countries, particularly dangerous military adversaries, from
buying up American companies and assets. Again, we should contact our elected officials.
We have to support the United States by purchasing American-made goods.
There are a still a lot of American-made products, and we are still the world’s leading manufacturing nation,
but we’re slipping fast as we continue to be “led to every trap the giant made.”
“Dollar to the Giant” is still the best way to get the message across in six minutes.
For the sake of our country and its children, please forward this e-mail to everyone you know.
Thank you.

27.
Annual Report to Congress: China’s Military Power
March 26, 2009
Hot off the press:
“Annual Report to Congress: Military Power of the People’s Republic of China 2009”
(More reasons why we shouldn’t buy products or borrow money from our adversaries in Red China.)
Yesterday’s Department of Defense news:
www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=53642
You can download the full report here:
www.defense.gov/pubs/pdfs/China_Military_Power_Report_2009.pdf
Bill Gertz has a good article in today’s Washington Times:
“Pentagon: Beijing boosts cyberwarfare”
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/mar/26/pentagon-beijing-boosting-cyberwarfare
Unrestricted Warfare can still be found here:
www.terrorism.com/documents/TRC-Analysis/unrestricted.pdf
www.c4i.org/unrestricted.pdf

28.
GM Bankruptcy Could Kill. . . .
April 2, 2009
I've recommended Todd Lipscomb's MadeInUSAForever.com as an excellent source for American-made
products. Todd's thoughtful and observant blog is also worth a look. His latest commentary
“GM Bankruptcy Could Kill Hundreds of Small Suppliers”
can be found here:
http://blog.madeinusaforever.com
I would like to add that we need big factories for our very survival.
World War II was won by American factories, especially auto plants, converted to defense production.
America's manufacturing capacity won the war.
"Made in USA" won the war.
Next time we have to defend ourselves in a major war, what will we do?
Outsource?
From our enemies in the communist People's Republic of China?

29.
Computer Spies Breach Fighter-Jet Project
April 21, 2009
From today's Wall Street Journal:
“Computer Spies Breach Fighter-Jet Project”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124027491029837401.html
A few excerpts:
"Computer spies have broken into the Pentagon's $300 billion Joint Strike Fighter project—the Defense
Department's costliest weapons program ever—according to current and former government officials
familiar with the attacks."
"Similar incidents have also breached the Air Force's air-traffic-control system. . . ."
". . . computers used to control the U.S. electrical-distribution system, as well as other infrastructure, have
also been infiltrated by spies abroad."
"There's never been anything like it . . . it's everything that keeps this country going."
"Former U.S. officials say the attacks appear to have originated in China."
"A Pentagon report issued last month said that the Chinese military has made 'steady progress' in developing
online-warfare techniques. China hopes its computer skills can help it compensate for an underdeveloped
military, the report said."
Indeed. Unrestricted Warfare, the Chinese Army's blueprint for the defeat of the US, said:
"One hacker + one modem causes an enemy damage and losses almost equal to those of a war."
"It is likely that a pasty-faced scholar wearing thick eyeglasses is better suited to be a modern soldier than is
a strong young lowbrow with bulging biceps."
As "Dollar to the Giant" warned:
"No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung."
Is China at war with the U.S.?
Please think about this before you spend any more money on Chinese-manufactured products.

30.
“Dollar to the Giant” is now on Facebook
April 27, 2009
"Dollar to the Giant" is now on Facebook:
Please show your support for American manufacturing and the real economy.
Thank you!

31.
Economic Recovery At No Cost To Us
May 1, 2009
From the MadeInUSAForever blog:
“Even a relatively small change of our massive consumption of foreign goods would help our economy at no
cost to us. If every American shifted just one single $30 purchase a year to an American-made product, it
would directly create 115,000 real jobs right here in the USA.”
The key to American prosperity is the American citizen. We can choose to support our own economy, or we
can continue to hand it over to a foreign power that views the United States as its main enemy.
Our politicians are too interested in "easy" Chinese loans to risk upsetting China. Our multinational
corporations, banks, and media will say and do almost anything to protect their investment in China.
It's up to us. Can we all shift some purchases to American-made goods? Can we go to the cash register and
cast our votes for our own country?

32.
By Former U.S. Senator Fritz Hollings
June 6, 2009
“We are in real trouble”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/09.0603_trouble.htm
However,
Dollar to the Giant must respectfully disagree with one statement by the former Senator:
“Yet Congress is our only hope.”
Congress, to borrow the colorful phrase from Dickens, "is a ass, a idiot."
American consumers are the largest part of our economy and our best hope. We can choose to support our
economy by purchasing American-made goods. We can refuse to support the communist dictatorship of the
People's Republic of China.

33.
U.S. Trade Gap Widens
June 10, 2009
“U.S. trade gap widens on softening exports”
Reuters link:
www.reuters.com/article/businessNews/idUSTRE5592UZ20090610
In a nutshell:
1. The monthly U.S. trade deficit widened to $29.2 billion in April.
2. Imports declined, but by a smaller amount than exports.
3. Analysts said U.S. reliance on China as its chief supplier was growing.
4. Imports of supplies used in U.S. manufacturing fell in April.
5. Imports of consumer goods rose
6. The monthly trade deficit with China rose to $16.8 billion in April and was the largest with any single
country.
If I may be allowed the luxury of quoting my own song:
"Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade. / Instead we're led to every trap the giant made."
We must not use the current recession to justify buying "cheaper" Chinese products. When we do, we're
playing right into our competitor's (enemy's) hands. The Chinese products we think are "cheaper" are really
the most expensive the world has ever seen. Every dollar we send to China supports a nuclear-armed
communist dictatorship (that considers the U.S. its main adversary) and deprives our families and friends of
opportunity.
The most important thing we can do for our economy is support it.

34.
Thank You, Manufacturing & Technology News
June 18, 2009
Richard A. McCormack's Manufacturing & Technology News again leads the way with singular courage,
clarity, integrity, and insight.
Fascinating, terrific articles in the current issue:
“Chinese Tire Producers Hire Top Former U.S. Government Trade Officials in '421' Dumping Case”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/09/0616/tradeofficials.html
“The New Ambassador To China Has A Family Business With Factories And Joint Ventures Located
There”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/09/0616/hawkins.html
—
Thank you, Mr. McCormack. Our country needs more publications like yours.

35.
Clear Thoughts on Manufacturing
July 10, 2009
Note to reader: "Dollar to the Giant" links are displayed below Professor Gomory's essay as a reminder that
we have to do more than acknowledge the vital importance of manufacturing. We must support American
manufacturers by purchasing their products.
“Manufacturing and the Limits of Comparative Advantage”
By Ralph Gomory
www.huffingtonpost.com/ralph-gomory/manufacturing-and-the-lim_b_227870.html

36.
A Direct Correlation: China’s Growth Comes At The
Expense Of The United States
July 17, 2009
Reprinted here is another brilliant, straightforward, useful article from Richard A. McCormack's
Manufacturing & Technology News. If everybody read this and heard "Dollar to the Giant," we'd have no
recession. And our kids would have a future.
“A Direct Correlation: China's Growth Comes At The Expense Of The United States”
By Richard A. McCormack
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/09/0717/uscc.html
—
Please alert your elected representatives:
House: http://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
Senate: www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm

37.
China Pressures U.S. Treasury Department for Better Debt
Terms
August 7, 2009
". . . a pivotal turning point in our decline as a nation."
From the MadeInUSAForever.com blog of August 6, 2009:
“China Pressures US Treasury Department for Better Debt Terms”
By Todd Lipscomb
http://blog.madeinusaforever.com/uncategorized/china-pressures-us-treasury-department-for-better-debtterms

38.
China Is Already Stealing Our Green Industries
August 26, 2009
From Monday's New York Times:
“China Racing Ahead of U.S. in the Drive to Go Solar”
By Keith Bradsher
www.nytimes.com/2009/08/25/business/energy-environment/25solar.html
Dollar to the Giant note: China is already stealing our "green" industries. Why did anyone believe these
would be immune? Nothing will be safe until American consumers stop supporting foreign economies and
start supporting our own. Meanwhile, we're distracted by our own government and media, arguing over
money we don't have. Shouldn't we be talking about making some money in the first place? Does anyone
remember how this was done?

39.
Soaring Trade Deficit Means No Economic Recovery
September 10, 2009
July's figures were released today, and the news is shocking.
Here's the report from the Bureau of Economic Analysis of the U.S. Department of Commerce:
http://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/trade/tradnewsrelease.htm
In July, the goods deficit increased $4.3 billion from June to $42.7 billion. That's more than 11% in one
month.
The trade deficit is the whole shootin' match, folks. Our economic crisis is rooted in the trade deficit, and
this is where it must be solved.
There can be no economic recovery without a source of income. Our country must manufacture or perish.
This government of economic nincompoops will not help. They will continue to give away our real,
productive economy in exchange for foreign loans.
Fortunately, American consumers account for 70% of the American economy. We can save our economy by
supporting it, by supporting American manufacturers, by purchasing American-made goods.
If every American simply reallocated $1 per day from foreign products to American products, we'd create
millions of new jobs.
It's really not very complicated.

40.
The Economy is a Lie, too
September 24, 2009
Dollar to the Giant notes:
An estimated one million schoolchildren are now homeless.
This is what happens when American consumers don't support American manufacturers.
"And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children's blood."
“The Economy is a Lie, too”
By Paul Craig Roberts, former Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Treasury
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2009/09/21/the-economy-is-a-lie-too

41.
Manifest of Mao
October 1, 2009
“China's 60th anniversary stirs pride, unease. Largest-ever parade of military hardware spurs patriotism,
criticism.”
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33108782/ns/world_news-asiapacific
•

“President Hu Jintao, dressed in a gray Mao tunic instead of the business suit he usually wears,
reviewed the thousands of troops and hundreds of tanks and other weaponry, shouting 'Hello,
comrades' while riding in an open-top, domestically made Red Flag limousine.”

“Empire State Building honors China in lights. Ceremony celebrating nation's 60 years of
communism riles critics.”
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33100000/ns/us_news-life
•

“Red and yellow lights shone from the top of the Empire State Building at dusk Wednesday, a
tribute to communist China's 60th anniversary that protesters labeled ‘blatant approval’ of
totalitarianism and criticized as inappropriate for an icon in the land of the free.”

“Dollar to the Giant” MP3 now available on Amazon and iTunes.

42.
Mixed Economic Messages
October 2, 2009
From The Wall Street Journal:
“Dow, Up 15%, Has Best Quarter Since '98”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB125430911982652263.html
“Job Cuts Unexpectedly Accelerate”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB125448660657759257.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_LEFTWhatsNewsCollection
“Early Job Cuts Worse Than First Thought, as More Companies Go Belly Up”
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2009/10/02/early-job-cuts-worse-than-first-thought-as-more-companies-gobelly-up
Hmmm. Some confusion here. Is the economy improving or not?
This is a good lesson in why China calls Wall Street "fictitious."
Fictitious.
A country's real economy actually creates wealth through manufacturing and agriculture. Finance and
banking do not create wealth.
Has anyone noticed how many White House and Treasury employees came from Wall Street?
Wall Street and Washington have bet heavily on China, and therefore against the real economy of the United
States and its citizens.
It's in our hands, yours and mine. We consumers represent 70% of the American economy.
American companies will stop going belly up when we start supporting them by purchasing their products.
Do we care about our children?
Or not?

43.
Arab States, China, Russia, and France Launch Secret
Moves Against U.S.
October 6, 2009
This is extraordinarily serious. Please alert your elected officials, and please circulate this e-mail.
The most important event of the twentieth century might have been Bretton Woods, yet almost nobody
knows anything about it. How important is the U.S. dollar's reserve currency status? Important enough that
losing it could cause our economy to lose half its value practically overnight. Important enough that even
attempting to tamper with it brought the CIA down on Hugo Chavez ("allegedly") and the American military
on Saddam Hussein, with a little "shock and awe" thrown in for the rest of OPEC to remember.
One of the first things we did in Baghdad was tear up the euro-denominated oil contracts and replace them
with dollar-denominated contracts.
Every time Iran threatens to ditch the dollar for oil transactions, our government complains about their
nuclear ambitions. (Yet, curiously, Washington doesn't seem to care about its Chinese bankers supplying
Iran with nuclear materials and technology.)
We're in trouble, folks. The only way out is to rebuild America's real economy through manufacturing. We
must support American manufacturers by purchasing American-made goods. We must restore confidence in
American productivity, America's future.
And we must stop destroying ourselves to support our global competitors and adversaries.
“The demise of the dollar: In a graphic illustration of the new world order, Arab states have launched
secret moves with China, Russia and France to stop using the US currency for oil trading”
www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/the-demise-of-the-dollar-1798175.html

44.
August Trade—a Better Understanding
October 13, 2009
Tragically, stupidly, the worse our economy gets, the more people think they can't live without "cheap"
imports. Could we be any more self-destructive?
I put "cheap" in quotes because all these "cheap" Chinese imports are proving to be the most expensive
consumer goods our country has ever seen. Hidden in every "Made in China" price tag is a piece of
America, a piece of our children's future.
Could we be any more self-destructive?
So what's the answer?
Buy American-made products. Support the American economy. Create jobs for Americans.
Simple as that.
“Trade Picture Worsens in August”
By Michael Mandel
www.businessweek.com/the_thread/economicsunbound/archives/2009/10/trade_picture_w.html

45.
Obama Loosens Missile Technology Controls to China
October 15, 2009
From the ever-vigilant and -insightful Bill Gertz:
"President Obama recently shifted authority for approving sales to China of missile and space technology
from the White House to the Commerce Department—a move critics say will loosen export controls and
potentially benefit Chinese missile development."
Stupid? Or criminal?
Some background:
You may remember that after China contributed $ millions to the Clinton/Gore campaign, significant export
control was transferred from the Department of Defense to the Department of Commerce. This
circumvented security regulations and facilitated the transfer of classified information and technology. The
Pentagon objected, calling it a threat to national security. The Pentagon was ignored; the massive transfer
took place; the U.S. was left more vulnerable.
Gary Locke, now Secretary of Commerce, has long had ties to high-level communist Chinese officials and
agents including campaign finance criminal John Huang. In fact, Bill Clinton personally intervened to place
Huang in a government position with access to top-secret information that would aid the communist
Chinese. As Governor of Washington and through his law firm, Locke has invested heavily in China-U.S.
"free" trade. It should now be obvious to everyone that China-U.S. "free" trade has been a one-way street:
surpluses and strength for China, deficits and debilitation for the United States.
Larry Summers, then Treasury Secretary, now Director of the National Economic Council, said to the House
Banking Committee in 2000: “The suggestion of jobs in the U.S. being exported to China is largely, in the
judgment of most who studied the issue, I think, a chimera."
In 2003, Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan told the House Committee on Financial Services that it doesn't
matter where a country's products are manufactured.
Stupid? Or criminal?
It's worth remembering that ten years ago, the Chinese army's blueprint for the defeat of the United States,
Unrestricted Warfare, said the new "hyperstrategic" weapon is finance and trade.
Now why would Obama loosen missile technology controls to any country, much less one that that views the
U.S. as its main enemy?
—
“Obama loosens missile technology controls to China”

By Bill Gertz
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/oct/15/inside-the-ring-2059116

46.
The Pope, a Nobel Prize Winner, and a Newspaper
October 23, 2009
Before he became a spineless shill for the Wall Street and Washington banksters, Nobel Prize winner Paul
Krugman was capable of telling the simple truth. You may remember this comment from The New York
Times of 12/22/08:
“By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending.”
There's no telling what happened to Krugman's character since then, but he might be on the verge of some
kind of moral redemption. In yesterday's Times, he actually dared to criticize "China's outrageous currency
policy":
www.nytimes.com/2009/10/23/opinion/23krugman.html
It's a start, anyway. One wonders how much truth his employer will let him get away with.
Speaking of which, it was horrifying to watch The New York Times change the title of the Bernanke article
www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/business/economy/20fed.html
on Monday evening.
At 8:00 it was:
“Fed Chief Cites Role of Trade Imbalances in Crisis”
By midnight it had become:
“Asia Said to Be Leading the Globe Out of Crisis"
The New York Times should change its name to The Beijing Times and just get it over with.
Lastly, on the subject of economics and morality, you might be interested in what the Pope has to say about
outsourcing, particularly in 39 - 42:
www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-inveritate_en.html
A favorite:
“Paul VI invited people to give serious attention to the damage that can be caused to one's home country by
the transfer abroad of capital purely for personal advantage.”

—
"Dollar to the Giant" (not Catholic but newly considering conversion) is available on Amazon and iTunes.

47.
A Marriage Made in China
November 18, 2009
A clear overview from today's Washington Post. Unfortunately, Meyerson, like most of our "experts,"
refuses to acknowledge the obvious: Americans can choose to support the U.S. simply by purchasing
American-made goods.
I thought these words from Ralph Gomory were also worth passing along:
“After all, this is my country, and it is painful for me to see it, day after day, struggling with chains of its
own devising and suffering from self-inflicted wounds.”
Chains of our own devising and self-inflicted wounds. Indeed.
“A marriage made in China”
By Harold Meyerson
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/11/17/AR2009111703138.html

48.
Fingleton on Choate
November 21, 2009
One clear head reviewing another. Enjoy.
“The man who saw it all coming”
By Eamonn Fingleton
For Americans bewildered by what's happening to their country, Pat Choate is the author to read. The doyen
of Washington economic analysts, he has produced a succession of authoritative, well-written books that
long ago identified fundamental errors in American policy -- the same errors that have resulted in the present
economic train wreck. In particular he foresaw the present fiscal and banking crises, the collapse of
American manufacturing, the decay of American infrastructure, and the soaring trade deficits, and the
explosion in U.S. indebtedness to China and Japan.
So why were his warnings not heeded? The problem, as he points out in Saving Capitalism, is that extremist
free market ideology has increasingly in recent decades subverted all commonsense in American economic
discourse.
He writes: "A powerful political majority over the past 30 years has held the zealous conviction that markets
are self-regulating, the gains from industrial outsourcing exceeded the costs, and mounting trade deficits
were irrelevant because other nations would eventually adopt America's open market trade policies and trade
would balance out....For almost 30 years the governing ethos has been, `Government is the problem, not the
solution' - hardly a suitable foundation for national economic policy."
This ideology - which Choate characterizes as "free market absolutism" - originated on the wilder shores of
the far right. Already by the 1970s it was being systematically promoted by the foreign lobby and it went
viral in the 1980s when Wall Street spotted the possibilities. What, after all, could be wrong with an
intellectual fashion in which the greedy and unscrupulous were positively lionized for fleecing the gullible
and ill-informed? Washington soon succumbed. After all, for a senator in a tight reelection race, the choice
between his own commonsense and the big bucks on offer from the lobbyists was no choice at all. By the
mid 1990s the media were in thrall and thereafter it became almost impossible for wiser heads to get a
hearing.
The problems were particularly acute on the editorial pages of the major newspapers - the very places where
a commitment to balance and diversity of opinion was supposed to be sacrosanct. Editors increasingly
screened out contributions from anyone who seemed less than positively Jacobin in his zeal for unfettered
free markets.
Saving Capitalism identifies six key areas in which American economic policy has gone disastrously off the
rails: taxes, trade, innovation, infrastructure, workers' pensions and other fringe benefits, and job creation.
Devoting a chapter to each, he not only skewers what is wrong with present policies but offers realistic
solutions designed to win solid bipartisan support.

On trade, for instance, he points out that the basic problem is that American trade policies have been
premised on the false assumption that other nations think like Americans. Of course, they don't; and the
whole history of America's efforts to "show leadership" in trade policy in the last six decades provides
voluminous support for this inference. Noting that the United States Trade Representative's 2009 report on
foreign nations' trade barriers runs to an astounding 547 pages, he comments:
"The ways, means, and combinations foreign governments use to thwart imports of U.S. goods, services, and
investments are varied and numerous. The list of barriers for China took 56 pages of the USTR document.
Korea and India each required 14 pages, Japan 22 pages....Strikingly, these barriers still exist despite more
than 60 years of intensive post-war trade negotiations with other countries beginning in 1947.
"Despite America's spirited urging of other nations to adopt the Anglo-Saxon economic model - open
markets and deregulation - this system has enjoyed little appeal abroad. It suits the U.S. but it would not fit
most other countries. Most countries tolerate the United States' championing open market absolutism just as
they would the rants of a diminished relative: They ignore it. Yet, as long as the U.S. remains ideologically
blinded and does nothing about the imbalance of trade, the transfer of wealth and power will continue
unimpeded. After all, it is not the responsibility of other nations to inform us of our arrogance and stupidity."
On his numbers, nations that subscribe to the American trade model -- the Anglo-Saxon model, in his
terminology -- account for just 25 percent of global trade. And their share is dwindling.
He adds: "When the United States had huge trade surpluses and was the world's largest creditor, it had
enough money to grant other countries special trade concessions as a means of influencing their foreign and
economic policies. But now that we have accumulated a $6 trillion trade deficit over the past three decades
and are the world's largest debtor, a continuation of this `beggar thyself' policy is so impractical it is
madness."
Madness indeed. Although insanity has been most obvious in trade policy, it has also pervaded financial
regulation. And almost right across the economic policy waterfront the story is of a nation that is becoming
unhinged.
A disturbing picture but in his final chapter Choate holds out hope there may still be time to avert total
disaster.
Disclosure: I am a friend of Pat Choate's and read the book in manuscript.
—
From a 9/23/09 Amazon.com review by Eamonn Fingleton, author of In Praise of Hard Industries: Why
Manufacturing, Not the Information Economy, Is the Key to Future Prosperity (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1999)

49.
China Is Raping Africa, Too
December 18, 2009
Another useful article from Richard McCormack's Manufacturing & Technology News. Our press corps
could take a lesson.
“The Chopstick Invasion Of Africa Continues Apace”
By Llewellyn King, host of “White House Chronicle.” Mr. King grew up in Rhodesia. His column is carried
by the Hearst-New York Times Syndicate.
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/09/1215/LlewellynKing.html

50.
Special Report on American Manufacturing and Trade
December 31, 2009
The current issue of The American Prospect features the special report: "Why Nothing is Made in the USA
Anymore." While the title is untrue, the articles are thought provoking.
Here's hoping that in 2010, our experts will start focusing on the consumer's role in all of this. American
consumer spending is 70% of our economy. We make the choice to support either the U.S. or some foreign
country every time we make a purchase. China has money to burn because American consumers gave it to
them. Our own economy is on life support for the same reason.
Articles in The Prospect's special report:
FDR Had It Right
Leo Hindery, R. Thomas Buffenbarger, Donald W. Riegle, Edward G. Rendell, and Leo W. Gerard
If the economy is going to come back, we need to buy—and make—American.
Industrial Policy: The Road Not Taken
Jeff Faux
In the 1970s, Wall Street and its economists defeated manufacturing.
Losing Our Future
Joan Fitzgerald
If we don't develop a national industrial policy for clean-energy production, the strategies of other nations
will displace American companies and jobs.
Playing Ourselves for Fools
Robert Kuttner
The trading system America sold the world is killing U.S. industry. Here's a better way.
The Great Industrial Wall of China
Carolyn Bartholomew
Beijing's mercantilism challenges America's market ideology and industrial future.
The Plight of American Manufacturing
Richard McCormack
Since 2001, the U.S. has lost 42,400 factories—and its technical edge.
The Politics of Industrial Renaissance
Harold Meyerson
Business and government may waver, but the American people want more manufacturing.
—

Here's the article by Richard McCormack:
http://prospect.org/article/plight-american-manufacturing
A modern-day Paul Revere? Interesting.
The giant is coming.
Hear about it on Amazon and iTunes

51.
China Poisoning American Children—Again!
January 11, 2010
“AP: Feds Probe Cadmium in Kids' Jewelry From China”
By Justin Pritchard, Associated Press
www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,582734,00.html

52.
“Dollar to the Giant” is back on YouTube
January 18, 2010
Please spread the word in every possible way. "Dollar to the Giant" is back on YouTube.
I think it's time. When "Dollar to the Giant" was first released in 2008, not enough people considered China
a serious competitor, much less a serious threat.
Was "Dollar to the Giant" ahead of its time? Perhaps. But it has since proven itself correct, more with each
passing day.
The real economy is getting worse. Mainstream America is starting to wake up. Let's get our message out
while we can.
If you know anyone interested in performing "Dollar to the Giant," please have them contact me. Just think:
if a known artist recorded my song, we could put our country back to work.

53.
Mr. President: Jobs Creation Is Not Rocket Science (State Of
The Union)
January 27, 2010
Let's say 300,000,000 Americans each simply reallocated 1 dollar per day, spending 1 dollar less on foreignmade goods, 1 dollar more on American-made goods.
After a year, this would add up to $109,500,000,000.
What could the real, productive American economy do with an extra $109.5 billion?
How about 2,737,500 new jobs paying $40,000 per year?
109,500,000,000 / 40,000 = 2,737,500
Almost 3 million new jobs. At only 1 dollar per day.
Now, just for fun, multiply x 10.
This and other simple truths we should be discussing are further explored in
"Dollar to the Giant"
on
Amazon (99-cent MP3 download)
iTunes (99-cent MP3 download)
YouTube (free music/lyrics video)
Jango (free Internet radio)

54.
“Don’t look to Washington for help.”
January 29, 2010
Wednesday evening, President Obama told us he planned to double exports over the next 5 years to create 2
million jobs.
Let's set aside our usual responses to nonsense and realize what was really being said:
“If Americans want jobs, if America is to survive, somebody has to buy our products.”
This is essential: somebody has to buy our products. But why focus on exports and hide from the obvious?
Is it really so difficult to be a leader and ask the American people to support their own country by purchasing
their own products?
Some interesting insights can be found in the following short essays:
“Rule by the Rich” by Paul Craig Roberts:
www.counterpunch.org/roberts01272010.html
Excerpt: "The Democrats were destroyed as an independent party by jobs offshoring and so-called free trade
agreements such as NAFTA. . . .Democrats are as dependent as Republicans on corporate interest groups for
campaign funding."
“Free Trade” by Fritz Hollings:
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/09.0401.hollings_freetrade.htm
Excerpt: "Mum's the word; money controls. Now President Barack Obama has become the leader for 'free
trade.' In the campaign, he had his economists tell the Canadians: 'Don't worry. He wasn't serious about
jobs.' Again, when 'Buy America' appeared in the stimulus, he opposed it. And when he found out he
couldn't get the votes, he had 'Buy America' watered down even though he had given out 'Buy
America/Obama' buttons in the Pennsylvania campaign."
It's up to us, the American people, to rescue our own economy. To quote Paul Craig Roberts: "Don't look to
Washington for help."

55.
Does anybody care?
February 10, 2010
“Does anybody care?”
A report from Northeastern University—
“Labor Underutilization Problems of U.S. Workers Across Household Income Groups at the End of
the Great Recession: A Truly Great Depression Among the Nation's Low Income Workers Amidst
Full Employment Among the Most Affluent”
http://iris.lib.neu.edu/clms_pub/26
—concludes with such a simple question.
Our government tells us the unemployment rate is around 10%. The Northeastern study reveals how much
this varies—3% to 31%—according to income.
"At the end of calendar year 2009 . . . a true labor market depression faced those in the bottom two deciles of
the income distribution, a deep labor market recession prevailed among those in the middle of the
distribution, and close to a full employment environment prevailed at the top. There was no labor market
recession for America's affluent."
America's affluent may not recognize the tens of millions now unemployed, or the million schoolchildren
now homeless, but these results of offshoring cannot be denied any longer. Unless we increase the demand
for American-made goods, unemployment—permanent unemployment—will "destabilize" us all.
We can't rely on exports. We have the world's largest consumer market right here in the United States. We
can reclaim it. We can buy our own products and grow our own economy for a change.
China has played us for suckers long enough. So have Washington and Wall Street.
—
Further reading: Thom Hartmann's short article
“Globalization is Killing the Globe: Return to Local Economies”
www.opednews.com/articles/Globalization-Is-Killing-T-by-Thom-Hartmann-100209-822.html
It's a clear and useful overview.

56.
Unemployment & Two Economists
February 18, 2010
“By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending.”
— Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman, The New York Times, 12/22/08, before he sold his soul
and became a shill for the Administration.
Recommended short article:
“A Country of Serfs Ruled by Oligarchs”
By Paul Craig Roberts
http://takimag.com/article/a_country_of_serfs_ruled_by_oligarchs/#axzz1tBFTg3du
Paul Craig Roberts is most definitely not a shill for Washington and Wall Street.
Excerpts:
"So many jobs have been moved abroad that there has been no growth in U.S. real incomes in the 21st
century, except for the incomes of the super rich who collect multi-million dollar bonuses for moving U.S.
jobs offshore."
"Policymakers who are banking on stimulus programs are thinking in terms of an economy that no longer
exists."
"In the New Economy, layoffs can continue despite low interest rates and government stimulus programs."
"To the extent that monetary and fiscal policy can stimulate U.S. consumer demand, much of the demand
flows to the goods and services that are produced offshore for U.S. markets. China, for example, benefits
from the stimulation of U.S. consumer demand. The rise in China’s GDP is financed by a rise in the U.S.
public debt burden."
Keep checking those origin labels!

57.
China Debt, China Threat
March 5, 2010
Please put some pressure on your elected representatives to tackle China's illegal currency manipulation.
The Chinese are not more efficient producers; they are currency manipulators and trade criminals, waging
deadly economic war against the United States.
Let's not make it easy for them. Buy American-made goods and "Dollar to the Giant"!
In the news:
“Americans Say Debt to China More Serious Threat Than Terrorism”
Zogby Interactive Survey, 3 March 2010
www.ibopezogby.com/news/2010/03/03/zogby-interactive-americans-say-debt-to-china-more-serious-threatthan-terrorism
“More than twice as many U.S. adults (58%) say that debt owed to China is a more serious threat to the longterm security and well-being of the U.S than is terrorism from radical Islamic terrorists (27%). Interestingly
there was little variation by party identification with a majority of Democrats, Republicans and independents
all agreeing that the debt owed by the United States to China poses the greater threat. Opinion was
consistent across all other major demographic and political sub-groups.”
“Harsh words from Chinese military raise threat concerns”
Bill Gertz, The Washington Times, 5 March 2010
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/mar/05/harsh-words-from-chinese-military-raise-threat-con
“Recent statements by Chinese military officials are raising concerns among U.S. analysts that the
communist government in Beijing is shifting its oft-stated ‘peaceful rise’ policy toward an aggressive, antiU.S. posture.”

58.
Our song climbs to # 1 on SoundClick
March 9, 2010
Who'd have thought?
"Dollar to the Giant" is currently #1 of more than 129,000 songs in the "Acoustic" category on SoundClick.
Link to music, lyrics, and baby picture:
http://soundclick.com/share?songid=8813039
"Dollar to the Giant" is also #1 of more than 10,000 songs in the "Folk" category.
SoundClick has 3.4 million members and 70 million monthly pageviews, so this should help our cause.
I'm still looking for the right artist to record my song and spread the word to the biggest possible audience.
To quote an iTunes review: "A well-known performer could change the course of history with this song."
(Hey, what about a filmmaker?)

59.
College Girl, Economy, Jobs
June 1, 2010
New video:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
Please forward this e-mail. Thank you.

60.
Video transcript, by popular demand
June 2, 2010
So many people are asking for the script, I'll attach a PDF copy to this e-mail. DVDs will also be available.
"Brilliant"
"Inspiring"
(I'm being told)
—
New video:
"College Girl, Economy, Jobs"
Please forward this e-mail. Thank you!
—
College Girl, Economy, Jobs [transcript]
—
Hi.
I’m a graduating senior, and I’m not worried about the economy or jobs.
It’s all much simpler than we’re being told. So let’s put our political differences aside, have some fun, and
get some answers to what I call “Questions.”
Like: Where does money come from?
When our country was wealthy, it was because we had the most factories and made the most stuff.
Seriously. Agriculture and natural resources also contributed; but, by far, the vast wealth of America was
created by American manufacturing.
Curiously, a lot of economic activities grab existing wealth, but don’t actually create any new wealth.
Banking and finance, for example, do not create wealth. Services—however necessary—do not create
wealth.

Let’s say you and I wash each other’s cars and charge each other $10. We’re working and earning income;
the government would include our $20 in its official reports; but we’re not actually adding anything to the
economy. But what if we take raw steel and rubber and glass and physical labor, and we build those cars
from scratch, and then sell them? When we make things, we create wealth. This means more opportunities,
more jobs, more of everything—everything—as long as we keep manufacturing.
Next question: America used to be the land of opportunity. What happened?
Big Business spends big money on American politics. Why? Because it buys influence.
This worked OK when Big Business was still American: American owners, American factories, American
workers. But then “globalization” caught on. Sounds cool: The Global Economy. But have you noticed
that, here in America, the rich are getting richer, the poor are getting poorer, and the middle class is starting
to disappear altogether? What “globalization” really means is that American-based multinational
corporations are free to search the globe for the cheapest means of production. Then they close their
American factories and fire their American workers.
This is tempting for publicly traded multinationals. They can increase their profits, their Wall Street
performance, their executive bonuses; and at the same time give their customers lower prices.
And just think: they can accomplish all of this simply by firing American workers and shutting down
American production.
Whoa! Isn’t that the same as destroying America’s source of wealth?
Our leaders used to be on our side. Back when England was a serious economic competitor, Abraham
Lincoln said: "If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and
England the money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America
has the rails and the money both."
Can you imagine any President saying that today? No way. The multinationals that control our politics
would never allow it.
And so the big question: What can we do?
A lot, because you and I have the real power. American consumers are 70% of the entire U.S. economy, and
we can turn it around any time we choose.
Suppose every American simply reallocated 1 dollar per day, spending 1 dollar less on foreign-made goods,
and 1 dollar more on American-made goods. After a year, we’d have 110 billion dollars, which could mean
more than 2 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year.
Other factors are involved—costs, profits, U.S. vs. foreign ownership—but the principle stays true, so let’s
keep this simple and make our point. Even one dollar per day can make a big difference.
Reallocate ten dollars per person per day—from foreign to American-made goods—and in a year we’d have
1.1 trillion dollars, or potentially more than 20 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year.
Why stop there?

Financial crisis solved. Unemployment solved. Our future: safe, secure, and back in our own hands.
Like I said, it’s much simpler than we’re being told.
Maybe we’ve been listening to the wrong people.
Which reminds me: Corporations manufacturing in foreign countries? Don’t buy their stock. Why invest in
them when they don’t invest in you?
Thanks for listening. Google “American-made goods.” And have a great future.

61.
Raves for College Girl. Still Needs Your Help.
June 9, 2010
Thank you for your e-mailed compliments:
“Lovely . . . A Cutey . . . Brilliant . . . Inspiring . . . So Well Done . . . Compelling . . . Must See . . .
Awesome . . . Simple . . . Complete . . . Beautifully Spoken . . . Persuasive . . . Well Worth Listening To!”
Our new video "College Girl, Economy, Jobs" and its transcript are being posted on lots of other websites,
including the highly respected TradeReform.org and EconomyInCrisis.org
Someone even put it on The White House Facebook page!
But we still need your help. Please keep forwarding these links and recommending "College Girl, Economy,
Jobs" to everyone you know. With just a little effort, we can make a big difference.
Thank you.

62.
Is the College Girl Democrat or Republican?
June 21, 2010
Is the College Girl Democrat or Republican? Enthusiastic viewers of every political persuasion are claiming
her.
Such is the power of the simple American truth.
Please share this video with as many people as you can, in any way you can. We're all in this together. We
need your participation.
Thank you!

63.
Optimistic, Bi-Partisan, American Message for July 4
June 28, 2010
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
Take 4 minutes. Watch this video. You'll feel better about everything.
Everything!
Then pass it along. Please. Your participation is more important than you might realize.
Thank you!

64.
“Pure, unadulterated common sense. Genius.”
July 8, 2010
More praise for "College Girl, Economy, Jobs":
"Pure, unadulterated common sense. Genius." — Michigan professor of law
"Your video was terrific. Your analysis and recommendations are spot on." — Minnesota publisher
Some comments posted by our Internet fans:
"Wow. What a great and simple explanation."
"Thumbs way up. She said it better than I can and in a way my recent college grad son, current college son
and high school daughter can relate to. Thank you very much!"
"Listen to this video. It's so right!"
"I am not a preachy person but this is something that I believe needs to be preached to every American until
they fully understand how important it really is."
"this is a good video . . . no, a great video, that sums it up pretty nicely."
"I can't imagine this being more clear and simple! Atta Girl! Please watch."
"WOW. oh, My GOD! she's goooood!!"
Thank you! Please continue to e-mail these links and tell everyone you know about
"College Girl, Economy, Jobs" on YouTube.

65.
BP Oil Spill: Failed Safety Device Modified in China
July 19, 2010
From yesterday's Guardian:
“BP oil spill: failed safety device on Deepwater Horizon rig was modified in China”
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/jul/18/deepwater-horizon-blow-out-preventer-china
"The blow-out preventer . . . failed to activate and is at the centre of investigations into what caused the
disaster."
The reader might remember what happened to the Bay Bridge after the California Department of
Transportation "saved" money by using Chinese steel.
Toxic toys and toothpaste? Poisoned pet food and pharmaceuticals? Destructive drywall?
Counterfeit, defective avionics sold to our military and security forces by The People's Republic of China?
And now we're replacing our telecommunications infrastructure with Chinese hardware?
Is anyone paying attention?
Do it for the children.
Thank you!

66.
22 Statistics That Prove The Middle Class Is Being
Systematically Wiped Out of Existence in America
July 25, 2010
“22 Statistics That Prove The Middle Class Is Being Systematically Wiped Out Of Existence In
America"
www.businessinsider.com/22-statistics-that-prove-the-middle-class-is-being-systematically-wiped-out-ofexistence-in-america-2010-7#83-percent-of-all-us-stocks-are-in-the-hands-of-1-percent-of-the-people-1
For your convenience and immediate gratification, here are all 22 statistics:
—
To restore the middle class, watch "College Girl, Economy, Jobs" and "Dollar to the Giant" on YouTube.

67.
TradeReform.org posts “Dollar to the Giant”
July 27, 2010
The highly respected TradeReform.org today posted “Dollar to the Giant”—complete lyrics and a download
link.
www.tradereform.org/2010/07/dollar-to-the-giant
This is great news. The song is dark; the lyrics are unsettling; but maybe people are finally getting ready to
hear and feel what they need to hear and feel.
Many thanks to the Coalition for a Prosperous America and their TradeReform.org blog. Posting "Dollar to
the Giant" took some courage.

68.
10,000 American-Made Office Products
July 30, 2010
The award-winning office supply superstore BuyOnlineNow.com has just created a Made In America
department featuring more than 10,000 products manufactured right here in the USA.
www.buyonlinenow.com/made-in-usa.asp
Ten thousand American-made office products! That's roughly one office product for every time I've been
told by Wal-Mart shoppers that America doesn't make anything anymore.
Bob Herman, CEO of BuyOnlineNow, has been a friend for over 40 years. Feel free to pat him on the back
and tell him I sent you. ;-)
It's been a while since I mentioned another of my favorite sources for American-made goods:
www.MadeInUSAForever.com
Todd Lipscomb—brilliant, tireless, courageous—is one of the true pioneers of our effort. His store carries a
wide variety of American-made products—currently numbering more than 1,800. I recently purchased some
polo shirts from Todd—impressive quality, union-made in the USA, and under $25. (Yes, I paid for the
shirts!)
Be sure to Google "American-made goods"
You'll be amazed at what you can find, and what you can do for America, with very little extra effort.

69.
Chinese Missile Designed to Sink U.S. Aircraft Carriers
August 6, 2010
From the Associated Press:
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100805/ap_on_re_as/as_china_us_carrier_killer
[Article subsequently removed from Yahoo. See: www.denverpost.com/nationworld/ci_15690611]
And where did China get the money to develop weapons for use against the United States?
From American consumers. Buying products made in China.
Makes me wonder:
What if Americans had the opportunity to buy cheap goods from Nazi Germany during World War II?
—
"Dollar to the Giant" was almost prophetic when released before the financial meltdown of 2008, and has
become truer each day. Like the Chinese military says: nuclear warfare is already outdated; the new
hyperstrategic weapons are trade and finance, and the U.S. is particularly vulnerable.
If and when "Dollar to the Giant" is recorded by a big artist with a big audience, we'll get the message out in
a big way. Unfortunately, the recording industry is over 97% foreign owned. Does any multinational care
about America anymore?

70.
“Economy slows to 1.6 percent as trade gap widens” —
Associated Press
August 27, 2010
The Commerce Department today reported that U.S. economic growth has slowed to 1.6%.
Why? Imports. The largest surge in 26 years. When we buy foreign products, we support foreign
economies and ultimately degrade our own standard of living.
China is at 12% growth. India is at 9%. Germany just posted its biggest increase in 2 decades.
All led by manufacturing.
Meanwhile, here at home, the recession deepens. Unemployment, measured by more-honest 1980 criteria, is
22%.
Confucius said:
"The way out is through the door."

71.
Foreign Manipulation vs. American Recovery—Good Recent
Articles
September 15, 2010
“Japan Acts to Weaken Its Currency”
(The New York Times, 14 September 2010)
www.nytimes.com/2010/09/15/business/global/15yen.html
Excerpt: "Japan moved on Wednesday to prop up the dollar and weaken the yen in a bid to protect its
export-led economy, intervening in international currency markets for the first time since 2004. The
Japanese monetary authorities bought dollars and sold yen. . . ."
Sound familiar? (The People's Republic of) China has been doing the same for years. They loan us money
and prop up the dollar to help their country, not ours.
“U.S. based groups pro-currency manipulation”
(TradeReform, 15 September 2010)
www.tradereform.org/2010/09/u-s-based-groups-pro-currency-manipulation
Excerpt: "The enemies of an American economic recovery have been revealed."
TradeReform lists the culprits.
Foreign money hires Washington lobbyists and pays American association dues. The power of multinational
corporations might be staggering, but American consumers have the final word.
("No" would be a good one to learn.)
Thank you. Please alert your elected officials:

72.
1 Chinese Ship More Toxic Than 10 Million American Cars
September 24, 2010
One ship is more toxic than ten million cars?
Worse.
From The Guardian:
“1 giant container ship can emit almost the same amount of cancer and asthma-causing chemicals as
50,000,000 cars.”
“15 of the world's biggest ships may now emit as much pollution as all the world's 760,000,000 cars.”
“Pollution from the world's 90,000 cargo ships leads to 60,000 deaths a year in the U.S. alone and costs up to
$330 billion per year in health costs from lung and heart diseases.”
“Shipping emissions have escalated in the past 15 years as China has emerged as the world's manufacturing
capital. A new breed of intercontinental container ship has been developed which is extremely cost-efficient.
However, it uses diesel engines as powerful as land-based power stations but with the lowest quality fuel.”
“Health risks of shipping pollution have been ‘underestimated’”
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/apr/09/shipping-pollution
You might be interested in the EPA's interest in ocean-going vessels:
www.epa.gov/otaq/oceanvessels.htm
Unfortunately, there's only so much the EPA can (or will) do. U.S.-flagged ships now carry less than 2% of
U.S. foreign trade.
Please don't buy anything foreign made, especially if it got here on a ship.

73.
China Not Cuddly Anymore
September 28, 2010
“The Message of Tokyo's Kowtow”
www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2010/09/28/the_message_of_tokyos_kowtow_107331.html
“The Chinese tiger is all grown up, and it's not cuddly anymore. Ending the trade deficit with China now
becomes a matter of national security.”
By Pat Buchanan, whose popular reputation, I think, keeps too many readers from his writings. My efforts
remain non-partisan.

74.
Economy Got You Down? No Worries!
September 29, 2010
Abraham Lincoln said:
“If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the
money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the
rails and the money both.”
Now fast-forward to 2010:
American consumers have become so powerful . . .
The economy we support is the economy that prospers.
Suppose every American simply reallocated 1 dollar per day, spending 1 dollar less on foreign-made goods,
and 1 dollar more on American-made goods. After a year, we’d have 110 billion dollars, which could mean
more than 2 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year.
Other factors are involved—costs, profits, U.S. vs. foreign ownership—but the principle stays true, so let’s
keep this simple and make our point. Even one dollar per day can make a big difference.
Reallocate ten dollars per person per day—from foreign to American-made goods—and in a year we’d have
1.1 trillion dollars, or potentially more than 20 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year.
Why stop there?
Financial crisis solved. Unemployment solved. Our future: safe, secure, and back in our own hands.
Google search: "American-made goods"
And stop worrying.
—
Source:
"College Girl, Economy, Jobs"
Please forward this e-mail and stop worrying.

75.
Lady Gaga, Jessica Alba, and the College Girl
October 7, 2010
Number of YouTube views as of 10/07/10:
Lady Gaga's "Bad Romance" video: 288,572,487
Jessica Alba in a staring contest: 10,642,382
"College Girl, Economy, Jobs": 8,096

76.
Kind of a Big Deal: EconomyInCrisis.org features “College
Girl, Economy, Jobs”
October 7, 2010
The highly regarded EconomyInCrisis.org is currently featuring "College Girl, Economy, Jobs"—both video
and transcript. You can find it here:
http://economyincrisis.org/
and here:
http://economyincrisis.org/content/college-girl-economy-jobs
—
Please shout from the rooftops, then forward this e-mail. Our economy and our children need our help.

77.
You Can’t Make This Stuff Up: U.S. May Lift Chinese Arms
Embargo
October 12, 2010
September 29: The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Currency Reform for Fair Trade Act to start
cracking down on China's destructive and criminal trade practices. The (communist dictatorship of the)
People's Republic of China was not happy.
October 8: Human rights advocate and Tiananmen Square veteran Liu Xiaobo won the Nobel Peace Prize.
The (communist dictatorship of the) People's Republic of China was not happy.
October 9: In a letter dated October 8
(www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2010/10/08/letter-president-regarding-export-waiver-china)
President Obama waived post-Tiananmen sanctions on China to allow the export of C-130 military transport
planes.
Well, that should make them happy.
Of course, the (communist dictatorship of the) People's Republic of China is thrilled with their latest gift
from Washington. Still, "there is more the U.S. can do," according to a Chinese official quoted in China
Daily. "Apart from the C-130, the U.S. should export more advanced weaponry to China, to fully realize the
normalization and transparency of military exchanges."
www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2010-10/11/content_11391812.htm
Should be no trouble convincing The White House.
Didn't Lenin say something about selling our enemies* the rope they'll use to hang us?
Now, really, does anyone still think "Dollar to the Giant" is perhaps a tiny bit extreme?
—
*Sorry, I guess I should apologize for being so politically incorrect as to use the word "enemies," but we
fought China in Korea and Vietnam, and even though the battlefield has moved to Wal-Mart, China still
considers us their # 1 adversary.

78.
Unheeded Warnings: PRC = CCP = PLA = China, Inc.
October 15, 2010
Bloomberg's recent article “China Inc.”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-10-13/china-inc-.html
is kind of interesting. It tells us:
•
•
•
•

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) continues to solidify its control over the economy.
State-owned companies are taking over private companies.
We overestimated the CCP's openness to free enterprise.
We had preconceived notions of what would happen in China after it joined the World Trade
Organization, but China had some notions of its own.

Why should anyone be surprised? We've had plenty of experience with the People's Republic of China
(PRC)—including our casualties in Korea and Vietnam—and we've had plenty of warning. Soon after the
Clinton/Gore campaign got caught taking money from communist China's director of military intelligence,
our government revealed the CCP's “16-Character Policy”:
•
•
•
•

Combine the military and civil
Combine peace and war
Give priority to military products
Let the civil support the military

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/GPO-CRPT-105hrpt851/html/ch1bod.html#anchor4134306
In 1999, People's Liberation Army (PLA) senior colonels Qiao and Wang published Unrestricted Warfare, a
blueprint for the defeat of the "world's number one debtor nation . . . the United States," which (in the CIA
translation) recommended:
•
•
•
•

Trade and Financial warfare: hyperstrategic, easily manipulated, concealed, highly destructive
Economic Aid warfare: bestowing favor in the open and contriving to control matters in secret
International Law warfare: seizing the opportunity to set up regulations
Rumor or scandal that results in a fluctuation in the enemy country's exchange rates

Also in 1999, the U.S. House of Representatives published “U.S. National Security and Military/Commercial
Concerns With The People's Republic of China.” Part of the report is still classified top secret, but the
published version concludes:
“The Chinese Communist Party's main aim for the civilian economy is to support the building of modern
military weapons and to support the aims of the People's Liberation Army.”
The People's Liberation Army considers the United States its main adversary, so its "aims" include your

family and mine.
Don't support the PLA/CCP/PRC/China, Inc. Don't buy Chinese products.

79.
Fingleton Exposes More Lies About Our “Global
Competitors”
October 18, 2010
“More nonsense from the New York Times on Japan's ‘lost decades’: The Times says Japan is
‘disheartened.’ It hasn't looked at Japan's trade figures—or America's”
By Eamonn Fingleton
www.fingleton.net/more-nonsense-from-the-new-york-times-on-japans-lost-decades
A quote worth remembering:
"As close observers have long understood, the Japanese establishment pursues a policy of exaggerating
Japan's weaknesses and understating its strengths, the better to stay out of Washington's sights on trade."

80.
A Rare Look Inside The Chinese Mind
October 21, 2010
From a conversation* between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a 1994 U.S. delegation to China:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clark Bowers: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
Mo Xiusong: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may take
well over a hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
Clark Bowers: Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or
their economic environment still exist?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be against the laws of science.
Clark Bowers: As part of your reform, do you even desire to ever allow for anti-Socialist political
parties?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be unconstitutional.
Clark Bowers: Do you have any desire to change this part of the constitution?
Mo Xiusong: No, the people wouldn't support it.
Clark Bowers: Who speaks for the people of China?
Mo Xiusong: The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their
mind.
Mo Xiusong continues: The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that
tore the social fabric of the USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, and history has vindicated our leadership by the economic and political stability that has
followed.

Dollar to the Giant note: Surprisingly few Americans remember that the Communist Party of China created
the People's Liberation Army long before there was a People's Republic of China. The CCP and PLA then—
"out of the barrel of a gun," in Mao's words—established the People's Republic of China. Essentially, they
are all one and the same. When we buy Chinese-made goods, our money supports the People's Liberation
Army. When multinational corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist
Party.
—
*Quoted in Beating the Unbeatable Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D., pages 408 – 410

81.
From yesterday’s Times
October 27, 2010
From yesterday's New York Times:
“Taking Harder Stance Toward China, Obama Lines Up Allies”
www.nytimes.com/2010/10/26/world/asia/26china.html
According to the article, China is:
•
•

"A newly assertive power that officials now say has little intention of working with the United
States."
"An increasingly narrow-minded, self-interested, truculent, hyper-nationalist and powerful country."

Made in China. Not such a bargain after all.

82.
2010 Michigan Election and National Security
October 30, 2010
“Chinese Espionage and the Michigan Election”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WzkPPjyhCU
YouTube video exposes candidate Rick Snyder's ties to China, the People's Liberation Army, Huawei, and
ZTE
Note that Snyder's fellow Republicans have expressed concern about these security risks.
Even the right-leaning, China-promoting Wall Street Journal is worried.
30 October 2010:
“Security Concerns Over China Stretch to ZTE”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304879604575582533473050868.html
17 October 2010:
“The Huawei Security Threat”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704300604575555121880239064.html
It doesn't really take a genius to see the threat here. After all, who would buy telecommunications or
security hardware from a committed adversary like communist China?
We do. Every day.

83.
Morning After Election Day: Wise Words from Presidents
Past
November 3, 2010
“I see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my
country. Corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the
money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people
until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the Republic is destroyed.”
— Abraham Lincoln
"I hope that we shall crush in its birth the aristocracy of our monied corporations, which dare already to
challenge our government to a trial of strength, and bid defiance to the laws of our country."
— Thomas Jefferson
“The citizens of the United States must control the mighty commercial forces which they themselves call
into being.”
— Theodore Roosevelt
“Big business is not dangerous because it is big, but because its bigness is an unwholesome inflation created
by privileges and exemptions which it ought not to enjoy.”
— Woodrow Wilson
“The first truth is that the liberty of a democracy is not safe if the people tolerate the growth of private power
to a point where it becomes stronger than their democratic state itself. That, in its essence, is Fascism—
ownership of Government by an individual, by a group, or by any other controlling private power.”
— Franklin D. Roosevelt
“In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether
sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex.”
— Dwight D. Eisenhower
“First steps forgotten. History blind, / We're connected to our roots by a credit line.”
— Dollar to the Giant

“What ‘globalization’ really means is that American-based multinational corporations are free to search the
globe for the cheapest means of production. Then they close their American factories and fire their
American workers.”
— College Girl, Economy, Jobs
—
Presidential quotes from “When Corporations are the Government” by Ralph Nader:
www.counterpunch.org/2010/11/01/when-corporations-are-the-government

84.
Obama: Offshoring Fears Outdated, Unwarranted (yeah,
right)
November 8, 2010
Democrats? Republicans? What difference does it make when both parties are working for the
multinationals that finance our politics? Here he goes, not even a week after the elections:
“President Obama: offshoring fears are outdated, unwarranted”
http://news.idg.no/cw/art.cfm?id=21C7B571-1A64-6A71-CE4BFDCD7B941A18
Excerpts from the IDG (International Data Group) article:
•

"The perception that Indian call centers and back office operations cost U.S. jobs is an old stereotype
that ignores today's reality that two-way trade between the U.S. and India is helping create jobs and
raise the standard of living in both countries, U.S. President Barack Obama told a gathering of
business executives in Mumbai on Saturday."

•

"The President said his objective was to create jobs in the U.S., and to rebuild the country's economy,
but it would not be at the expense of the creation of jobs in other countries."

•

"The message for India's outsourcing industry in [Obama's] speech was very positive."

Note that India's current real GDP growth is 8.8%—led, of course, by manufacturing. In just the first eight
months of 2010, we racked up a $7-billion trade deficit with India.
Once upon a time, the Democratic Party was the party of the working class. Now that the American worker
is an endangered and impoverished species, both parties are feeding at the same campaign finance troughs.
The results? In this midst of all this suffering, Wall Street and Goldman Sachs (the Obama campaign’s
number-one corporate contributor) are looking at another record year for pay and bonuses. India, China, and
Germany are experiencing powerful, export-led economic growth.
Yet the real American economy remains on life support, and the prognosis can be discouraging. Official U-6
unemployment is now 17%. Measured to include long-term discouraged workers, overall unemployment is
22%. Among the bottom 20% of earners, unemployment is higher than 30%.
Without a revival of industry in this country, how long will any of us have a job?
Our government's agenda no longer includes The People, no longer includes you and me. Both parties
agitate with wedge issues to get votes, but they have no further interest in most Americans. "Free trade"
means our lives are decided by corporations—multinational corporations. There is nothing conservative,
nothing liberal, nothing free about this.

85.
Veterans Day, Remembering Eleanor and More
November 11, 2010
Eleanor Roosevelt's Wartime Prayer
Dear Lord,
Lest I continue
My complacent way,
Help me to remember that somewhere,
Somehow out there,
A man died for me today.
As long as there be war,
I then must
Ask and answer
Am I worth dying for?
And when we honor our dead with self-destruction, are we worth dying for?
We fought the Revolutionary War for independence—economic independence to be achieved through
manufacturing and consuming our own goods. England understood the power of mercantilism. They
manufactured, while their colonies bought English goods. Under English oppression, we were not allowed
to manufacture—not even to print our own Bibles.
More than 80,000 American soldiers were killed fighting the Chinese in Korea and Vietnam. Today, our
shelves are lined with communist Chinese-made goods. The People's Republic, too, understands the power
of mercantilism—and modern manufacturing warfare.
Now that we're again becoming the colony of a powerful foreign manufacturer, every time we read the words
"Made in China," we must then ask and answer:
Have our soldiers died in vain?

86.
The Pentagon vs. The Marx Brothers—Trust Your Sense
November 14, 2010
There's a scene in Duck Soup where Chico asks, "Who you gonna believe, me or your own eyes?"
Here's the original CBS video of last week's "mystery missile":
www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/11/09/national/main7037857.shtml
The Pentagon, at first pleading incompetence, eventually insisted the missile was not a missile, merely an
airplane.
Well, who you gonna believe, the government or your own eyes?
Forced to choose between the Pentagon and the Marx brothers, I'd take the Marx brothers every time. The
Pentagon can be hilarious, it's true, but the Marx brothers make me feel safer.
For one example: our national defense relies on equipment, much of it counterfeit and defective,
manufactured by our adversaries in the People's Republic of China:
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/08/1117/counterfeitelectronics.html
Now seriously, could the Marx brothers have done anything so stupid?
Funny how former Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert Ellsworth had no trouble calling a missile a missile.
Neither did retired Air Force General Thomas McInerney ("That is a missile. It's launched from a
submarine.") nor Doug Richardson, editor of the UK's Jane's Missiles and Rockets ("It's a solid propellant
missile. You can tell from the efflux.")
Notice, too, that the missile was launched, then China downgraded our credit, on the eve of the G20
economic summit. The Chinese rating agency Dagong declared U.S. solvency to be "on the brink of
collapse."
I won't claim to know where this missile or its money trail came from, or where they landed. I just didn't
want anyone to get away with sweeping such an important event under the ever-shrinking rug. Somebody
could trip.

87.
Hot off the press: 2010 China security report
November 17, 2010
This morning, the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission issued its 2010 Report to
Congress. You can download the bad news here:
www.uscc.gov/annual_report/2010/annual_report_full_10.pdf
Recommendations to Congress can be found on page 271, or at this link:
www.uscc.gov/annual_report/2010/ComprehensiveListoftheCommissionsRecommendations%28page%2027
1%29.pdf
Yes, there's a lot about Chinese missiles in the report.
(Yes, I'm still concerned about last week's launch near Los Angeles. Why isn't everybody?)
This is just amazing, how we continue to be—if you'll allow me the luxury of quoting my own song—“led to
every trap the giant made.”
Unemployment continues to worsen, our real economy is circling the drain, yet we persist in our selfdestruction, spending our money on Chinese products that carry artificially low price tags largely because
they are subsidized by the communist Chinese government, which then uses our $ trillions to build its
military, which considers the U.S. its main enemy.
I'm suddenly speechless, so I'll close with two more quotes from "Dollar to the Giant":
"And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children's blood."
"Too numb to know it didn't have to be this way."
Please think about buying an American-made MP3 of "Dollar to the Giant" from Amazon or iTunes. It
might make a useful Christmas gift.
Thank you.

88.
China’s New Drones Raise Eyebrows at Air Show
November 18, 2010
From today's Wall Street Journal:
“China’s New Drones Raise Eyebrows”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703374304575622350604500556.html
"Western defense officials and experts were surprised to see more than 25 different Chinese models of the
unmanned aircraft, known as UAVs, on display at this week's Zhuhai air show."
Article highlights:
•
•
•
•
•

A video and a two-dimensional montage showed a jet-powered model attacking what appeared to
be a U.S. aircraft carrier.
The jet-powered drone could fly faster than U.S. propeller-powered models.
China unveiled its first concept UAV only four years ago.
This is a stark sign of China's ambition to upgrade its massive military as its global political and
economic clout grows.
China is actively promoting its products on the international market.

"Dollar to the Giant" has been warning us for years now.
Remember: money we spend on products "Made in China" goes to support the Chinese People's Liberation
Army.

89.
Stimulus Spending: Who Are We Doing This For?
November 22, 2010
This was just too predictable:
“Bernanke's ‘Cheap Money’ Stimulus Spurs Corporate Investment Outside the U.S.”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-11-17/bernanke-s-cheap-money-stimulus-spurs-corporate-investmentoutside-u-s-.html
“I have begun to wonder if the monetary accommodation we have already engineered might even be working
in the wrong places.” — Richard Fisher, president, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
Gee, ya think?
Funny thing about U.S. stimulus spending: every new round stimulates the dickens out of some foreigner,
but not you and me. Stimulus spending works—IF you have an industrial/manufacturing base to stimulate.
We used to, and in America's American days the economy was easier to steer with monetary policy. In this
"enlightened" era of globalization, our government puts stimulus money in the hands of American
consumers, who then spend it on foreign-made products. This is good for the producing nations, but not so
good for us. Now that we're flooding our banks with QE2 liquidity, the multinational borrowers will (again)
use the money, well, multinationally. Offshoring profits are high, and the manufacturing economies of
China, India, and Germany—giddy recipients of American-taxpayer-abusive stimulus—are positively red
hot when compared with ours.
According to the linked article, "all the Fed can do is create liquidity . . . [not control] how that liquidity is
used." Nonsense. The people we've entrusted with our government are not nearly as stupid as they are
dishonest. At the very least, they're shills for the multinationals who finance our politics. We can no longer
afford them, and they must be stopped. "Globalization" must be stopped as well. We need to rebuild and
defend (dare I utter the word "protect"?) our industrial base if we expect to ever regain control of our own
economy, our country, our very lives.
Back to QE2. Have you noticed China making such an awful fuss as our Administration appears to be taking
action? Don't fall for the theatrics. If China's currency is pegged to ours, any devaluation of ours devalues
theirs. Worse than this possible collusion between the U.S. and China would be the inevitably greater
benefit to China's economy. They, not we, are the big-time exporters with the red-hot economy. Once
again, American monetary policy would benefit the People's Republic of China far more than it would
benefit Americans unfortunate enough to inhabit the bottom 99% of our society.
I wonder if somewhere in Washington or Beijing, our guys and their guys haven't kicked around a plan to
divide Planet Earth into two spheres of influence. Communist China, of course, would secretly consider
more than one sphere to be "against the laws of science," but they'd go along with the gag for now. The
U.S.—absent any courage, creativity, leadership, or wisdom—might well defer to Nobel laureate Alexander
Solzhenitsyn, who warned that an American alliance with China would be "a doomed alliance with Evil":

“It would grant the United States a respite, but when at a later date China with its billion people would turn
around armed with American weapons, America itself would fall prey to a genocide similar to the one
perpetrated on Cambodia in our days."
www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/arch/solzhenitsyn/harvard1978.html
Forewarned is forearmed. We must recognize the strength of our enemy.
Then be grateful for the strength of our people.
Happy Thanksgiving.

90.
Fun and Useful Facebook Page for American-Made Goods
November 23, 2010
I check this Facebook page every day. Entertaining, encouraging, informative!
“I will buy an American made product this week and post here!”
www.facebook.com/pages/I-will-buy-an-American-made-product-this-week-and-post-here/383625538464
More than 8,600 "Likes" and growing. Tell your friends!
—
More useful links:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”: Honest and effective, it's still the best "economic stimulus program" we've
seen.
“Dollar to the Giant”: China (or its little noisemaker, North Korea) got you worried? It's about time! A
SoundClick #1 song, "Dollar to the Giant" has been warning us for years.

91.
From today’s Chinese press: “China, Russia quit dollar”
November 24, 2010
From today's Chinese press:
“China, Russia quit Dollar”
www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-11/24/content_11599087.htm
We've abused the dollar's reserve currency status. We've abused the privilege, the sacrifice and foresight of
previous generations. Trade deficits, nothing but trade deficits for more than three decades. Deeper and
deeper. We never could have gotten away with this if the dollar hadn't been the world's reserve currency.
And now we will pay.
Is anyone still unclear about the importance of manufacturing?
“Free trade” means our lives our decided by corporations—multinational corporations. There is nothing
conservative, nothing liberal, nothing free about this.

92.
China: Environmental Destruction Will Increase
December 1, 2010
From today's Global Times—official publication of the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist
Party/People's Liberation Army. (As you know, they're one and the same.)
“China can't afford to give up development for low-carbon”
www.globaltimes.cn/opinion/commentary/2010-12/597903.html
In other words: China—playing by China's rules, as usual—intends to poison our planet more, not less.
According to the official editorial, "China's greenhouse gas emissions probably will not peak until 2035."
Gee, I wonder what the PRC/CCP/PLA map of "China 2035" looks like.
Anyone who buys Chinese-made goods is part of the problem.
An estimated 25% of the air pollution in the western U.S. blows across the Pacific Ocean from China.
Chinese factories generate 5x - 10x the pollution of their American counterparts.
The cleanest/greenest thing we can do for our planet is shut down Chinese manufacturing and build
everything here.
In other words: the cleanest/greenest thing individual citizens can do is refuse to buy anything made in
China.
"Buy American" is the only stimulus program we need, the only one that could really work.
Not buying American is what got us into trouble in the first place. Our economy was not supported by
productivity. It still isn't.
With insincere apologies to Confucius: "The way out is through the door. Why is it that no one will use this
method?"
—
My Links:
If everyone in Washington heard, really heard "Dollar to the Giant" when it was released in June 2008, we'd
have saved trillions of dollars and millions of jobs.
The song is even more important today. It continues to prove itself (almost) prophetic. And now there's
even more at stake.

While you're on YouTube, you might take a look at "College Girl, Economy, Jobs."
Viewers love the Lincoln quote:
“If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the
money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the
rails and the money both.”
The truth is usually pretty simple.
Now if I could just figure out how a relatively poor and homely guy like Abraham Lincoln could have
become President of the United States. . . .

93.
U.S. Unemployment Climbs to 22.6% as Americans Support
Foreign Economies
December 3, 2010
My subject line,
“U.S. Unemployment Climbs to 22.6% as Americans Support Foreign Economies”
sounds like a joke, doesn't it?
The Bureau of Labor Statistics released its monthly jobs report today. Officially (that is, according to current
official U.S. Government standards for horse manure) unemployment has risen from 9.6% to 9.8%—all the
while we're being told our economy is recovering.
Horrific. But get this:
When calculated to include the long-term unemployed and discouraged, our unemployment rate is now
22.6%. (This is not a misprint.)
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-337-november-employment-and-unemployment
Another disturbing bit of information: of 39,000 jobs gained, 39,500 were temporary. (This is not a misprint,
either.)
Meanwhile, the trade deficit with our “friends” in the Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation
Army/People's Republic of China continues to bleed our country of $ billions every day.
Dear readers, we cannot wait for our government to “do something about it.” The new “free” trade
agreement with South Korea—the biggest since NAFTA—is but the latest example of what our
multinational-financed politicians will do when they “do something about it.” They look at us as sheep, and
sheep we might be.
Is it reasonable to wait for the government to make it more difficult for us to make self-destructive
decisions?
Whenever we buy something, we are, wittingly or unwittingly, choosing to support our own economy—or
some foreign economy.
The U.S. unemployment rate is now approaching that of The Great Depression. Meanwhile, the People's
Republic of China has $2.65 trillions in currency reserves, a GDP growth of almost 10%—
—and the United States of America in its sights.

We have no choice but to grow up and choose more wisely.
Twenty-two-point-six percent.
If we want American jobs, we must manufacture, sell, and buy American goods. There is no other way.
It's in our hands. It's in our power. Yours and mine. The buck starts here.
“Let us disappoint the men who would raise themselves upon the ruin of our country.” — John Adams

94.
Even The Wall Street Journal is Wising Up (a Little)
December 7, 2010
Mostly, I can't stand The Wall Street Journal—not because they interviewed me at length about “Dollar to
the Giant” and then killed the story, but because they have campaigned so shamelessly to destroy the wealthand jobs-creating real economy of our United States. In short-sighted, nearly blind pursuit of multinational
profits and executive bonuses, the WSJ never met an offshore manufacturer, cheap labor market, or “free”trade agreement it didn't like—or lie about.
Considering the actual results of these pursuits, we shouldn't be surprised to learn that rank-and-file
Republicans are defecting en masse from the Party's “free-trade” line. (See the Pew Research survey here:
www.people-press.org/2010/11/09/public-support-for-increased-trade-except-with-south-korea-and-china)
But tones might be changing as the lame-brained self-destruction in the Journal's agenda is becoming more
generally obvious, and the Journal finally realizes it can't stay in business if nobody will—or, jobless, can
afford to—buy its product.
With that introduction, I'll pass along some interesting current articles from a slightly wiser Wall Street
Journal:
“China Joins the Axis of Evil”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704156304576003124111945808.html
•
•
•
•

Beginning in 1982, China decided to actively support nuclear proliferation in the Third World,
specifically the Muslim and Marxist worlds.
In 1997, the CIA testified that China was the most significant supplier of WMD-related technology to
foreign countries.
China signs, then ignores, every nonproliferation agreement.
China behaves as a revolutionary power, supporting activities and regimes that represent the most
acute threat to global security.

“China Clones, Sells Russian Fighter Jets”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704679204575646472655698844.html
•

General Electric (GE), partner of communist China's state aerospace company, says it has "elaborate
protections" in place to protect the company intellectual property.

“Ex-USTR Not So Diplomatic About China”
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2010/12/04/ex-ustr-schwab-not-so-diplomatic-about-china
•

The Chinese have no respect for anybody's intellectual property.

•
•
•
•

Susan Schwab, U.S. Trade Representative under George W. Bush, is finally free to say what she
thinks about our trade with China.
Foreigners are discriminated against.
The government of China itself is one of the principal perpetrators of the theft of intellectual
property. For example, state-owned enterprises almost universally use pirated software.
The same corporations that U.S. officials counted on to oppose protectionist legislation are now
having "severe doubts" about the government of China, subsidies, and forced technology transfer.

95.
Germany’s Inspiring Economy: Don’t Say It Can’t Be Done
December 13, 2010
Germany: powerful unions, high wages, long vacations, deficient education—yet the strongest growth and
lowest unemployment in two decades.
How?
They make things. This is how a country makes a living: it makes things.
All the brilliance in Washington can't escape one simple truth: a standard of living must be supported by a
standard of productivity.
(Makes the 2008 meltdown easier to understand, doesn't it? We should have been adding factories, not
sending them overseas.)
Tens of millions of Americans—lucky, still collecting a paycheck—sit in front of computer screens,
“working,” but not actually making anything.
Where is the money coming from? How long can we get away with this?
Could our country have been built this way—or by any service?
Financial? Legal? Dry cleaning? Dog grooming?
How long before we can no longer draw on the credit of our industrial past?
Too many experts—strangely, smugly devoid of any survival instinct, much less work ethic—are telling us
to accept our fate.
Let them take their own advice.
—
“Germans Get Jobs for Life as Export Boom Shrinks Worker Pool”
www.businessweek.com/news/2010-12-09/germans-get-jobs-for-life-as-export-boom-shrinks-workerpool.html
“Germany: The Big Engine That Could”
www.fingleton.net/germany-the-big-engine-that-could-2

96.
Lawmakers seek cash during key votes
December 26, 2010
From yesterday's Washington Post, another reason why American citizens must seize (yes, seize) control of
our own economy before it's too late. The deep multinational pockets, and the politicians they buy, can't
destroy us without our cooperation. We can cut their cash flow and direct our dollars back into the U.S.
economy by purchasing American products from American producers. Then, remember the College Girl:
“Corporations manufacturing in foreign countries? Don't buy their stock. Why invest in them when they
don't invest in you?”
“Lawmakers seek cash during key votes”
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/25/AR2010122502236.html
•

"For three weeks in June, for instance, the members of a joint House and Senate committee worked to
draft final rules for regulating the financial industry in the wake of its 2008 meltdown. During that
time, the 35 members of the drafting committee collected $440,000 in donations from that same
industry, which was then lobbying heavily for looser rules."

In case you missed this one:
“Republican Minority Leader John Boehner explains why he handed out bribes on the House floor”
•

YouTube video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAC2xeT2yOg

And just when you thought it was safe to celebrate Larry Summers's departure:
“Gene Sperling, Leading NEC Director Candidate, Made Millions on Wall Street as Economy
Tanked”
www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/22/sperling-nec_n_800167.html
•

"Goldman Sachs paid Sperling $887,727 for his advice in 2008."

Finally:
“Geithner Aides Reaped Millions Working for Banks, Hedge Funds”
www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=abo3Zo0ifzJg
•

“Speaking to financial executives last month, Obama said: ‘We will not go back to the days of
reckless behavior and unchecked excess that was at the heart of this crisis, where too many were
motivated only by the appetite for quick kills and bloated bonuses.’”

Ugh.

97.
Requiem for a Patriot
January 5, 2011
“Requiem for a Patriot”
www.theamericanconservative.com/blog/2011/01/03/requiem-for-a-patriot
“Roger Milliken exemplified the finest in American free enterprise. He cared about his workers. He cared
about his industry. He cared about his community. He cared about his country.” — Pat Buchanan

98.
Sacrificing the Country for Re-Election—interesting
perspective from a retired Senator
January 12, 2011
“Same act, same scene”
By Former U.S.Senator Ernest F. “Fritz” Hollings
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/11.0107.sameact.htm
—
"Let us disappoint the men who would raise themselves upon the ruin of our country." — John Adams

99.
What Recovery?
January 17, 2011
Yikes. All this nonsense about how Obama is now "pro-business" when he's really pro-campaign-donor.
Can we at least include the word "multinational," as in "pro-MULTINATIONAL-business"? This is not good
for the American economy. Government propaganda says 9.4%, but the real unemployment rate, if
calculated to include the long-term unemployed and discouraged, is now 22.4%.
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-344-december-employment-and-unemployment
Think about this when you hear about Wall Street profits. No wealth is created by this gambling, so it
doesn't contribute to our economic recovery. Further, as with any casino, the house always wins, and the
winners' money comes from the losers. This is the real redistribution to be feared: the gutting of the middle
class, with the transfer of our assets and power to the top 1%.
Anyway, some interesting reads:
“China Announces $1.5 Trillion Development Plan for Seven Strategic Industries”
www.martindale.com/government-law/article_King-Spalding-LLP_1220082.htm
The Chinese Communist Party and People's Liberation Army have big plans. Where is OUR development
plan? If America were run by Americans, we might have one.
The Atlantic's current feature,
“The Rise of the New Global Elite”
www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/01/the-rise-of-the-new-global-elite/8343
caught my eye, maybe because The Atlantic's readership comprises so many elites and wannabes. As
expected, the article was a little soft on them, but a few observations made it worthwhile:
•
•
•
•
•

The wealthy are now less connected to the nations that granted them opportunity, and the countrymen
they are leaving behind.
The top 25 hedge-fund managers were paid, on average, more than $1 billion each in 2009, quickly
eclipsing the record they had set in pre-recession 2007.
From a hedge fund executive: If the global economy creates 4 middle class Chinese or Indians for
every American it destroys, that's not such a bad trade.
From an insurance executive: This is a problem for American people, but not for American business,
which will adapt.
American business elites appear removed from American workers and the economy because the
global "nation" in which they live and work is doing fine—indeed, it's thriving.

•
•
•

G.K. Chesterton: "The poor man really has a stake in the country. The rich man hasn't; he can go
away to New Guinea in a yacht."
Paul Volcker: "I wish someone would give me one shred of neutral evidence that financial innovation
has led to economic growth—one shred of evidence."
The real threat facing the super elite is that the American middle class will decide the global economy
isn't working for them.

Indeed.
Something else that isn't working: have you noticed that everyone responsible for the financial meltdown has
either escaped prosecution or, more likely, has been rewarded? Bernie Madoff, in all probability, was sent to
jail because he cheated the wealthy. If he'd stuck to robbing the middle class, he might have gotten away
Scot free.
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs” now has almost 12,000 YouTube views. Please continue passing it along:
“Dollar to the Giant” remains prophetic and, IMHO, the most important song of our time. You decide:

100.
China’s Visit—A Call To Action
January 18, 2011
According to China's Ministry of Commerce, "American" multinationals (the same companies that finance
our politicians) had invested over $65 billion in China by the end of 2010.
Millions of American jobs lost. Unprecedented damage to the real American economy.
General Electric (whose CEO proudly declares we've been wrong to send American manufacturing offshore)
plans to invest $ billions more in China, as do so many other "American" multinationals.
China's President is in Washington at this very moment, telling the U.S. President how things are going to be
from now on.
Washington begs the multinationals for campaign money at the same time it begs China not to finally destroy
us.
Here's what we can do about it:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
And why we must:
“Dollar to the Giant”
—
Please forward this e-mail as if the lives of our children depended on it.

101.
This article from The Washington Post is more important
than the Super Bowl or Dancing with the Stars
January 19, 2011
“Chinese follow same old script (and they get the punch line)”
By Steven Pearlstein, Washington Post Staff Writer
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/18/AR2011011806900.html

102.
In the Wake of Hu’s Victory Tour
January 21, 2011
Chinese President Hu is flying back to China today. May he never return.
I hope and pray future historians don't look back on Hu's visit as a victory tour, where China celebrated the
transfer of power while allowing American "leaders" to temporarily save face. ("Saving face" is an
important concept in Chinese culture.)
I'm afraid we're in trouble, though, even deeper than anticipated.
Today, the Industrial & Commercial Bank of China became the first communist Chinese government-owned
bank to acquire a U.S. deposit-taking institution. According to The Wall Street Journal: "The deal, signed
on the last day of Chinese President Hu Jintao's state visit to the U.S., represents what could be the start of
big expansions by Chinese financial institutions into the world's largest economy."
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704754304576096002767228880.html
No more middlemen like Wal-Mart. Now we can deposit our remaining power directly into the giant's bank.
Also today, Jeff Immelt—CEO of General Electric, which owns Administration-friendly NBC, CNBC, and
MSNBC—was named chairman of Obama's Council on Jobs and Competitiveness:
“Volcker Out, Immelt In on Economic Board”
www.nytimes.com/2011/01/21/business/economy/21volcker.html
Let's hope there's some twisted logic at work here, as in "It takes a crook to catch a crook." Maybe it takes a
hypocritical offshoring traitor to help his fellow scoundrels see the light.
But who knows? Immelt might become the first fox in history to lose the taste for chicken.
Scott Paul posted a good column on this Immelt insanity here:
www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-paul/should-ges-jeffrey-immelt_b_812132.html
You might also appreciate:
“How GE Is Arming China to Compete With Boeing—and America”
www.dailyfinance.com/2011/01/18/is-ge-arming-china-to-compete-with-america
Near as anyone can tell, motivated by greed and short-term glory, GE will be supplying the communist
Chinese military with technology that will help them kill us more efficiently.

President Obama says he believes in China, that communist China's power is good for us. President Hu
promises peace, improved human rights, and fair treatment of U.S. companies doing business in China.
During the Nazi build-up of the 1930s, David Lloyd George and Neville Chamberlain thought Adolf Hitler
was a trustworthy guy who posed no threat to his neighbors.
The fundamental requirement of a statesman is the ability to recognize the difference between a friend and an
enemy.
This should be the fundamental requirement of a citizen, as well.

103.
GE Has Shed U.S. Jobs Since “Jobs Czar” Immelt Took
Helm
January 22, 2011
“GE Has Shed U.S. Jobs Since ‘Jobs Czar’ Immelt Took Helm”
http://blogs.barrons.com/stockstowatchtoday/2011/01/21/ge-has-shed-us-jobs-since-jobs-czar-immelt-tookhelm
We need to stop this guy—and his kind.
The New York-Washington multinational-financed media axis is now promoting President Obama as "probusiness." Pro-MULTINATIONAL business would be more accurate. Pro-CAMPAIGN
CONTRIBUTOR/Pro-RE-ELECTION really cuts through the crap.
Losing more jobs, wealth, and security to the communist People's Republic of China is the last thing we
need.
Give your elected officials an earful:
http://senate.gov
http://www.house.gov
These skunks will do anything to stay in power. When they think their own jobs are in jeopardy, they'll even
listen to their constituents.
"Let us disappoint the men who would raise themselves upon the ruin of our country." — John Adams
And let's not forget:
"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing."

104.
“Foreign Light Bulb Fiasco”—from
MadeInUSAForever.com
January 26, 2011
“Foreign Light Bulb Fiasco” [One Man's Experience]
http://madeinusaforever.com/tomainusane.html
By Todd Lipscomb in his newsletter of 1/25/11. Mr. Lipscomb is founder of MadeInUSAForever.com and
author of Re-Made in the USA: How We Can Restore Jobs, Retool Manufacturing, and Compete with the
World.
Dollar to the Giant notes:
GE lobbied in favor of the law that closed their last American light bulb factory in September 2010. GE will
enjoy higher multinational corporate profits making compact fluorescent bulbs in China, while our
legislators will continue to promote themselves as environmentally "green."
Of course, this also means fewer jobs for American workers, fewer choices for American consumers, and
further degradation of American life.
Note that Americans are not the only victims of this corporate/Congressional scam. Hundreds of workers in
Chinese compact fluorescent factories have already contracted mercury poisoning.*
Best follow the British government's advice: if you break a compact fluorescent bulb, get out of the room.
While you're waiting for the poison to clear, you might think about the true cost of Chinese (People's
Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army) products.
And the true insanity of putting GE's Jeffrey Immelt in charge of Obama's Council on Jobs and
Competitiveness.
—
*Reported 5/3/09 by Michael Sheridan in The Sunday Times “‘Green’ lightbulbs poison workers” and
subsequently removed. See:
www.agriculturedefensecoalition.org/sites/default/files/file/fluorescent_ligth_44/44C_2009_Fluorescent_Lig
ht_Bulbs_Mercury_Poisoning_May_3_2009_Health_Hazards_So_Called_Green_Lightbulb_Poisons_Worke
rs.pdf

105.
Encouraging news: “Americans increasingly view global
economy as a negative”
January 28, 2011
Some encouraging news from today's Washington Post:
“Americans increasingly view global economy as a negative”
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/28/AR2011012801651.html
•
•
•

A majority now see being the world's No. 1 economic power as an important national goal.
The statistics mark a staggering broad-based turnabout over the past decade.
In another survey conducted this month, 61 percent saw China as a threat. Only half as many saw
China as an opportunity.

We've made a difference, you and I, however large or small. Let us continue to reach our fellow citizens.
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has." — Margaret Mead

106.
Headlines to Ponder
February 3, 2011
“IMF raises spectre of civil wars as global inequalities worsen”
www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/globalbusiness/8296987/IMF-raises-spectre-of-civil-wars-as-globalinequalities-worsen.html
“Wall Street Pay Reaches Record $135 Billion”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704124504576118421859347048.html

107.
Chinese Piano Player Performs Anti-American Propaganda
for President of America
February 5, 2011
We rolled out the red carpet, hosted a state dinner, and toasted the continuing success of our friends in
communist China. . . .
“Chinese Pianist Plays Propaganda Tune at White House: U.S. humiliated in eyes of Chinese by song
used to inspire anti-Americanism”
www.theepochtimes.com/n2/content/view/49822
•
•

•

•

The song is a leading piece of anti-American propaganda.
"In the eyes of all Chinese, this will be not be seen as anything other than a big insult to the U.S.,"
says Yang Jingduan, a Chinese psychiatrist now living in Philadelphia who had in China been a
doctor in the Chinese military. "It's like insulting you in your face and you don't know it. It's
humiliating."
Yang adds: "This deeply anti-American chauvinism has been fanned by the CCP [Chinese
Communist Party] for years. Lang Lang is expressing the feelings of this generation of angry young
people."
Wei Jingsheng, noted democracy activist, underscores how U.S. administrations have failed to
understand the CCP: "These dictators . . . will not want the same values and civilization as the
democratic West. They have no hesitation to use subterfuge and insult to the best of their advantage
against the people at home, was well as against their hosts abroad, even in the White House."

From Los Angeles Times:
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jan/26/world/la-fg-china-pianist-20110126
•

"When we heard they played this song at the White House, we burst out laughing. We just couldn't
believe it," said Wu Renchu, a Shanghai film critic.

Follow-up from The Epoch Times:
www.theepochtimes.com/n2/content/view/50184
•

"The great powers' fight will use both piano and steel. Neither can be neglected." — Quoted from a
People's Daily blog.

Neither piano nor steel can be neglected.
Wise words.

Someone should sing "Dollar to the Giant" for President Hu.

108.
Trade Deficit Widens By 33%; Real Unemployment At Least
22.2%
February 11, 2011
When our President talks about "doubling exports," he's being ignorant or dishonest. What matters is the net
figure. If we double exports but triple imports, we're still going backwards—same as if we double our
income but triple our expenses.
From today's BBC, what happens when American consumers buy too many foreign products. This is the
battlefield where our children's future will be won or lost:
“U.S. trade deficit widened by 33% in 2010”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-12431066
•
•
•

The U.S. trade deficit ballooned in 2010 by the largest amount seen in a decade.
Imports from China hit record levels.
The deficit with China was the largest imbalance the U.S. has ever recorded with one country.

The current unemployment rate, measured to include the long-term discouraged, is at least 22.2%:
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-348-labor-conditions-and-revisions
Washington will admit a 16.1% U-6 rate, which means 8.4 job seekers for every opening.
But, hey, Wall Street and Corporate America are "making money," so the worst is behind us—
Right?

109.
From Today’s CounterPunch: A Good Essay
February 11, 2011
“Time to Topple Corporate Dictators”
By Ralph Nader
www.counterpunch.org/2011/02/21/time-to-topple-corporate-dictators
Dollar to the Giant notes:
American consumer spending is 70% of the U.S. economy. It is therefore the largest single economic force
in the known universe.
(Little wonder the rest of the world is trying to steal it from us.)
Ralph Nader has written a good essay, but I must add that "if 'we the people' want to reassert our proper
constitutional sovereignty over our country—we can start by" reasserting common sense over our shopping
habits.
We can continue to lose jobs, security, independence, and $ billions every day through the purchase of
foreign goods.
Or we can buy American-made goods.
Mr. Nader concludes:
". . . all things are possible when people begin looking at themselves for the necessary power to produce a
just society.”
I couldn't agree more.

110.
“One More Jobs Mirage”
March 8, 2011
Worth reading:
“One More Jobs Mirage”
www.counterpunch.org/roberts03072011.html
by Paul Craig Roberts, former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury
•

The government claims 192,000 new jobs were created in February. This was overstated by
approximately 230,000 jobs. In other words, approximately 38,000 jobs were actually lost in
February.

111.
Roberts on a Roll
March 10, 2011
“The Greatest Rip-Off: Stealing from Social Security to Pay for Wars and Bailouts”
www.counterpunch.org/roberts03102011.html
By Paul Craig Roberts, Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Treasury under Ronald Reagan
•

According to the official 2010 Social Security reports, between 1984 and 2009 the American people
contributed $2 trillion, that is $2,000 billion, more to Social Security and Medicare in payroll taxes
than was paid out in benefits.

What happened to this surplus money?

112.
Where are we heading?
March 22, 2011
"If you do not change direction, you may end up where you are heading." — Lao Tze
“Fired Workers Burn Indian Executive to Death”
www.cbsnews.com/2100-202_162-20039293.html
How long before Americans lose their . . . "patience"?
How long before Americans realize we lose more as workers than we gain as consumers, every time we buy
cheaper foreign-made products?
Where are we heading?
Best case: "College Girl, Economy, Jobs"
Worst case: "Dollar to the Giant"

113.
Meet the Economists Challenging Globalism
March 24, 2011
Clear thinking. Effortless writing. Another jewel from Eamonn Fingleton.
Please forward to the "influential" people on your list.
“Beyond Free Trade: Meet the heterodox economists challenging globalism”
www.amconmag.com/blog/beyond-free-trade
The article is so refreshing and informative, so readable, I won't try to summarize with my usual bullet
points. Still, I can't resist trying to entice you with something. From the final paragraph:
•

•

Enjoy.

Why do Anglophone economists win so many Nobel Prizes and their peers in such robust surplus
nations as Japan, China, Korea, and Germany so few? And, conversely, why are Japanese, Chinese,
Korean, and German exporters so much more effective than their American and British counterparts
in world markets?
It is a fair bet that there are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in American
economics textbooks.

114.
Libya lunacy prevails on Capitol Hill
March 24, 2011
Zack Hubbard has written extensively and convincingly about U.S. relations with China. In this simple,
well-reasoned article published yesterday, he answers some basic questions many of us currently have about
Libya.
While seemingly a departure from my normal topic, U.S. involvement in Libya so affects our economy I'd
feel irresponsible if I didn't pass this along:
“Libya lunacy prevails on Capitol Hill”
http://tribune-democrat.com/zacharyhubbard/x977557945/Libya-lunacy-prevails-on-Capitol-Hill

115.
Immelt’s GE Makes $ Billions in 2010, Pays $ Zero in Taxes
March 25, 2011
This article from yesterday's New York Times might make your blood boil, and the dirty politics should.
Keep in mind, however, that corporations do not pay taxes; they merely collect taxes. Corporations pass the
"corporate income tax" along to you and me in the form of higher prices. So while it's easy to hate the
corporations, it's more constructive to hate the politicians who take corporate money, then lie to the voters.
Our elected officials have long regarded American business as a cash dispenser, and have long provoked
American business to take its jobs and money elsewhere. Since 2002, General Electric has eliminated 20%
of its American workforce, while its accumulated offshore profits have grown from 15 to 92 billion dollars.
We need that money. We need policies that encourage corporations and individuals to keep their money in
the United States.
“G.E.’s Strategies Let It Avoid Taxes Altogether”
www.nytimes.com/2011/03/25/business/economy/25tax.html

116.
Jobs, Wealth, Factories, Leadership, Dollars, Yuan
March 26, 2011
The International Monetary Fund has just called the Chinese yuan "substantially undervalued":
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20110325-709737.html [subsequently removed from WSJ]
So why doesn't Washington do something about this—and with IMF support? Because the multinational
corporations that buy our politicians are profiting from an undervalued yuan. The manipulated exchange
rate—a rigged game that our children, of course, wind up paying for—allows multinationals to pay less for
Chinese manufacture and make more money selling Chinese products to ignorant American consumers.
True, an undervalued yuan can mean temporarily lower prices for the American consumer, but what the
American consumer gains at Wal-Mart, he more than loses in his overall financial—and other—security.
Ignorant, wouldn't you say?
Since China joined the World Trade Organization in 2001, the U.S. has lost 50,000 manufacturing jobs per
month:
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/how-can-america-create-wealth-if-our-industrial-base-isdestroyed-50000-manufacturing-jobs-have-been-lost-every-month-since-2001
China "undervalues" the yuan largely by "overvaluing" the dollar through U.S. treasury purchases. Think
about this next time you hear someone say China "helps" us by lending us money.
The American consumer is arguably the largest single economic force in the known Universe. China—and
the rest of our global competitors, along with their multinational corporate accomplices—will do anything
and everything to take it from us.
Note that an overvalued dollar cripples American exports everywhere in the world, not just in China. In fact,
since 2001, more than 42,000 American factories have closed.
Clever, our friends in China.
Meanwhile, back in Washington, the people we call "leaders" are refusing to lead:
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/11.0322.goingbroke.htm
What are they—we—waiting for?
—
Essential:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”—A great primer. Upbeat and optimistic.

“Dollar to the Giant”—More "challenging."
"Dollar to the Giant" is painful, but in a good way. If enough people heard this song, our future would be
secure. Feel free to purchase, rate, and review.

117.
Americans Officially 45% Poorer. And Now For The Bad
News. . . .
March 29, 2011
The Federal Reserve has issued a report detailing how Americans became 45% poorer after the 2008
meltdown:
“Surveying the Aftermath of the Storm”
www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/feds/2011/201117/201117pap.pdf
Wealthy Americans are recovering nicely, thanks to Wall Street gambling, foreign investments, and U.S.taxpayer-funded bailouts. Regular folks depending on their paychecks and houses will continue to suffer
until we rebuild our real—that is, productive—economy.
The best way to grow our productive—that is, manufacturing—economy is to buy its products. Put a pencil
to it: 309 million Americans each spending how much on U.S.- vs. foreign-made products? We have the
power, and we can turn this economy around any time we decide we've suffered enough.
Paul Craig Roberts has written a terrific new essay:
“Obama Raises American Hypocrisy to Higher Level”
www.counterpunch.org/roberts03292011.html
I will remind the reader our President is a Nobel laureate—the Peace Prize, if memory serves.
Oh, what we could be doing with the money (and lives) we're wasting. . . .
Please join me in wishing our College Girl a Happy Birthday. Thanks again for a job well done, CG.
Almost 14,000 views so far!
"Dollar to the Giant" is available on Amazon and iTunes. Please download, rate, review, spread the word,
and keep your ears open for a good band to record it and save the world.

118.
Foreign Companies Grabbing U.S. Oil and Gas Reserves
April 11, 2011
From yesterday's Pittsburgh Tribune-Review:
“Marcellus shale gas may head overseas”
www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/s_731595.html
•
•
•
•

Foreign companies are now buying significant shares of U.S. drilling projects.
As recently as 2005, Congress considered such activity a threat to national security.
In just the last 6 months, CNOOC of China has purchased oil fields in Texas, Wyoming, and
Colorado—$3.5 billion worth.
U.S.-based Chesapeake Energy, the largest Marcellus leaseholder, recently sold $600 million in
preferred stock to investors in Asia.

So much for energy independence and prosperity. There is nothing conservative, nothing liberal about any
of this. Our politicians are selling us out for multinational campaign contributions.

119.
Benefits of Globalization: Child Abuse
April 14, 2011
“Abusive Head Trauma in Infants Doubled During Recession”
Financial stress may trigger violent behavior toward babies, researchers say.
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/family-health/brain-and-behavior/articles/2011/04/13/abusive-headtrauma-in-infants-doubled-during-recession-study
“Products of Slavery”
"Investigations show that 122 types of products are made using forced or child labour in 58 different
countries. This is modern day slavery and it is linked to the products you buy."
www.ProductsOfSlavery.org
“Defeat the South Korea FTA”
"CPA makes it easy for you to take action. Click here to write to your Congressmen and Senators."
www.tradereform.org/2011/04/cpa-action-request-defeat-the-south-korea-fta

120.
Your Tax Dollars At Work—Recent Revelations
April 18, 2011
Thanks to Bloomberg and the Supreme Court, the Fed has been ordered to release 29,000 pages of
information they've tried to keep secret.
It's always interesting to see what the free-trading/globalizing/robbing-the-middle-class crowd is up to.
At the very least, you'd think it would dawn on these guys that if we had a productive manufacturing
economy, they wouldn't have to monkey so much with the money supply.
“The Real Housewives of Wall Street”
Why is the Federal Reserve forking over $220 million in bailout money to the wives of two Morgan Stanley
bigwigs?
www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/the-real-housewives-of-wall-street-look-whos-cashing-in-on-thebailout-20110411
•
•
•

Hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars were handed out to investors with addresses in the Cayman
Islands.
$2.2 billion went to the Korea Development Bank.
The Fed made massive purchases of securities in BMW, Volkswagen, Honda, Mitsubishi, and
Nissan, and extended $5 billion in credit to Toyota and Mitsubishi.

“Foreign Banks Tapped Fed's Secret Lifeline Most at Crisis Peak”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-04-01/foreign-banks-tapped-fed-s-lifeline-most-as-bernanke-keptborrowers-secret.html
•
•
•

Foreign banks borrowed more than 70% of the money loaned during the record week in October
2008.
Bank of China was the second-largest borrower during a nine-day period in August 2007, when
subprime mortgage defaults first roiled broader markets.
Arab Banking Corporation, then 29% owned by Gaddafi's Libyan central bank, got 73 loans [totaling
$35 billion] from the Fed during the 18 months after the collapse of Lehman Brothers.

A somewhat-related, almost-conspiracy theory worth thinking about:
“Libya: All About Oil, or All About Banking?”
http://truthout.org/libya-all-about-oil-or-all-about-banking/1302678000

•

Several writers have noticed the odd fact that the Libyan rebels took time out from their rebellion in
March to create their own central bank—this before they even had a government.

Simple common sense:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
“Dollar to the Giant”

121.
Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement
June 13, 2011
“Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
can be viewed on Vimeo:
Free citizens can—at least for now—use the Internet to support any candidate we choose. Let's not waste
this opportunity. So much depends on communication. So much depends on you and me.
Our speech is arranged in "chapters":
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening Statement, Economy, Jobs
What I've Done, What You Can Do
Energy
Personal Income Tax
Corporate Income Tax
Immigration and Drugs
Defense
Campaign Finance

Audio CDs are available for radio broadcast.
I'll follow up with a PDF of the transcript. Check your inbox.
Please consider running for office yourself. Consider the children—the examples we set for them, the
country we're handing them.
Running for President can sometimes be wiser than not running for President.
By the way, the current U.S. unemployment rate is 22.3%—if we include the long-term unemployed and
discouraged. This figure does not include America's under-employed.
Next?

122.
Twelve Minutes and Two Clicks
June 16, 2011
Watch the first 12 minutes of
“Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
Send this e-mail to 2 friends.
Democracy.
It's all much simpler than we're being told.

123.
My Candidacy—Comments Received Thus Far
June 20, 2011
“Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
A sampling of adjectives received thus far:
"Brilliant . . . Crisp . . . Fantastic . . . Great . . . Incredible . . . Ingenious . . . Inspiring . . . Monumental . . .
Perfect . . . Poignant . . . Powerful . . . Real . . . Smart . . . Soothing"
Not to mention:
"Wow!"
"Change we can believe in."
"Love, love, love it!"
"Maybe what this country needs more than anything is a leader who wants nothing for himself, who only
wants to see future generations have the same opportunity he and I had."
". . . how about we find some **** good Americans to represent us . . . people that haven't forgotten about
our children's future . . . people like Bob Hall . . . ."
—
Please take 12 minutes to hear my opening statement, then decide for yourself.

124.
War Costs to Date: $3.2 - $4 Trillion
June 29, 2011
Released today by Brown University:
“225,000 Killed, $3.2 - 4 Trillion”
www.costsofwar.org
Please see “Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement” for a common-sense solution.
I spend 6 minutes on Defense, starting at 40:06.
Excerpt:
“American citizens—rather, our children—get the bills, the caskets, and the enduring suspicion of the
outside world. By design and deceit, the realities of war, for too many of us, remain in the video-game realm
of the abstract. Thousands of human lives, millions of productive jobs, and trillions of taxpayer dollars are
lost forever as we go about our business, calm in the conventional wisdom that war is good for the economy.
Let us disappoint the profiteers who would raise themselves upon the sacrifice of their fellow man.”

125.
39% Say Economy Is In Permanent Decline
June 30, 2011
“CBS News/New York Times Poll: Many Say Economy Is In Permanent Decline”
www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-20075539-503544.html
From the article:
•
•
•
•

39% of Americans now believe the economy is in permanent decline—up from 28% in October
2010.
Only 57% of Americans now believe the economy will eventually recover—down from 68% in
October 2010.
45% of Americans now believe the government is paying little-to-no attention to the economy.
Only 20% of Americans now believe the economy is improving.

From my recent speech:
"This is easy to fix—if we can stop being Democrats and Republicans long enough to remember: we're
Americans. Our children all share a common interest in the future of their country."
"The Wall Street and Washington boys got it wrong, and most of them still don't quite get that a nation's
standard of living must be supported by a standard of productivity."
(Got that?)
"The power is ours to reclaim and redeem. We can rebuild our productive economy as easily as we created
our global competitors and adversaries."
See "Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement" on Vimeo.
Please consider running for office yourself. We've all done enough complaining. It's time to get serious.

126.
Happy Fourth of July!—Short Reading for a Long Weekend
(~1300 Words)
July 1, 2011
IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776.
THE UNANIMOUS
DECLARATION
OF THE
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
WHEN, in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume, among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and
equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's GOD entitle them, a decent Respect to the
Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the Causes which impel them to the Separation.
We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed, by their
CREATOR, with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers
from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that Governments long established, should
not be changed for light and transient Causes; and accordingly all Experience hath shewn, that Mankind are
more disposed to suffer, while Evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the Forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
Object, evinces a Design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw
off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient
Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the Necessity which constrains them to alter their former
Systems of Government. The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated Injuries
and Usurpations, all having in direct Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World.
HE has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public Good.
HE has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing Importance, unless suspended in
their Operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend
to them.
HE has refused to pass other Laws for the Accommodation of large Districts of People, unless those People
would relinquish the Right of Representation in the Legislature, a Right inestimable to them, and formidable
to Tyranny only.

HE has called together Legislative Bodies at Places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the Depository
of their public Records, for the sole Purpose of fatiguing them into Compliance with his Measures.
HE has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly Firmness his Invasions on the
Rights of the People.
HE has refused for a long Time, after such Dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the
Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining, in the mean Time, exposed to all the Dangers of Invasion from without, and Convulsions
within.
HE has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these States; for that Purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their Migrations hither, and raising the
Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
HE has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
Powers.
HE has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and
Payment of their Salaries.
HE has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and sent hither Swarms of Officers to harrass our People, and eat
out their Substance.
HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the Consent of our Legislatures.
HE has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.
HE has combined with others to subject us to a Jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, and unacknowledged
by our Laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
FOR quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us:
FOR protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:
FOR cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World:
FOR imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
FOR depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury:
FOR transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences:
FOR abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an
arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render it at once an Example and fit Instrument
for introducing the same absolute Rule into these Colonies:
FOR taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

FOR suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in
all Cases whatsoever.
HE has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection, and waging War against us.
HE has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People.
HE is, at this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the Works of Death,
Desolation, and Tyranny, already begun with Circumstances of Cruelty and Perfidy, scarcely paralleled in
the most barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized Nation.
HE has constrained our Fellow-Citizens, taken Captive on the high Seas, to bear Arms against their Country,
to become the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.
HE has excited domestic Insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our
Frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of
all Ages, Sexes, and Conditions.
IN every Stage of these Oppressions we have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble Terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated Injury. A Prince, whose Character is thus marked by every
Act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a free People.
NOR have we been wanting in Attentions to our British Brethren. We have warned them, from Time to
Time, of Attempts by their Legislature to extend an unwarrantable Jurisdiction over us. We have reminded
them of the Circumstances of our Emigration and Settlement here. We have appealed to their native Justice
and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to disavow these
Usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our Connexions and Correspondence. They too have been
deaf to the Voice of Justice and of Consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the Necessity, which
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the Rest of Mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace
Friends.
WE, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of our Intentions, do, in the
Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly Publish and Declare, That these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are
absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political Connexion between them and the
State of Great-Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that as FREE AND INDEPENDENT
STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to
do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of Right do. And for the Support of this
Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honour.
John Hancock.
GEORGIA, Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, Geo. Walton.
NORTH-CAROLINA, Wm. Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn.
SOUTH-CAROLINA, Edward Rutledge, Thos Heyward, junr. Thomas Lynch, junr. Arthur Middleton.
MARYLAND, Samuel Chase, Wm. Paca, Thos. Stone, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton.
VIRGINIA, George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Ths. Jefferson, Benja. Harrison, Thos. Nelson, jr. Francis
Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton.
PENNSYLVANIA, Robt. Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benja. Franklin, John Morton, Geo. Clymer, Jas. Smith,
Geo. Taylor, James Wilson, Geo. Ross.

DELAWARE, Caesar Rodney, Geo. Read.
NEW-YORK, Wm. Floyd, Phil. Livingston, Frank Lewis, Lewis Morris.
NEW-JERSEY, Richd. Stockton, Jno. Witherspoon, Fras. Hopkinson, John Hart, Abra. Clark.
NEW-HAMPSHIRE, Josiah Bartlett, Wm. Whipple, Matthew Thornton.
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, Saml. Adams, John Adams, Robt. Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry.
RHODE-ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE, &c. Step. Hopkins, William Ellery.
CONNECTICUT, Roger Sherman, Saml. Huntington, Wm. Williams, Oliver Wolcott.
IN CONGRESS, JANUARY 18, 1777.
ORDERED,
THAT an authenticated Copy of the DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCY, with the Names of the
MEMBERS of CONGRESS, subscribing the same, be sent to each of the UNITED STATES, and that they
be desired to have the same put on RECORD.
By Order of CONGRESS,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.
BALTIMORE, in MARYLAND: Printed by MARY KATHARINE GODDARD.

127.
Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement
July 5, 2011
I’m Bob Hall, asking America—all of America: the richest 1% and the bottom 99, the currently employed
and the homeless—to consider a person like me for President of the United States.
I’m not rich.
I’m not famous.
I’m not a politician, not a lawyer, not a banker.
I don’t run a multinational corporation.
I don’t work on Wall Street.
I’m not affiliated with any political party.
I hope you like my ideas, and I hope you run for office, too.
A society, a nation, either works or it doesn’t. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody’s children.
America needs jobs. Good jobs. Most Americans, and their government, need more money. Too many of
us are watching our home towns turn into ghost towns. Middle class mobility is now downward. We’re
stressed, depressed, and feeling powerless.
Our children might not listen to what we say, but they will copy what we do—or, so it is said.
Every generation of Americans, up until the Baby Boomers, followed the laws of human nature and
dedicated itself to the same human purpose: that our children shall suffer less.
Some of us are trying hard to meet our children’s inner needs: to be understood, taken seriously, and loved
unconditionally. We try to protect them from the pressures of conformity, so they can stay healthy, and stay
interested in their own lives.
But many of us are forgetting: our children, too, will need jobs. Good jobs. And they’ll need their parents to
show them how it’s done.
Opportunity, in America, is absent without leave. Our lives are increasingly controlled by large
multinational corporations and banks; the insecurity they engender; the social division they cultivate and
thrive upon; the political campaigns, media, credentialed experts, and Internet trolls they pay for. Heavily
foreign influenced by our global adversaries and competitors, these organizations work hand-in-pocket with
our public officials—and vice-versa. America’s future, America’s children, now take a back seat to foreign

interests and the so-called “global economy.” Opportunity for Americans is, everyday, shipped overseas
with our industrial productivity, former prosperity, reserve currency privileges, and national security.
This is easy to fix—if we can stop being Democrats and Republicans long enough to remember: we’re
Americans. Our children all share a common interest in the future of their country.
We can begin with a simple change of perspective. Do we balance the federal budget by cutting expenses or
raising taxes? Either way, someone gets hurt. The two-party system depends on it. But Congress has
another option, one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the face of a challenge.
Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new wealth to pay for
everything our people need.
Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this power.
Any discussion of the future must begin and end with an understanding of manufacturing and trade—our
country’s primary source of income and wealth. Trade is the battlefield upon which our children’s
possibilities will be won or lost. And—given the current fashion of doing business with state capitalists and
adversaries who do not wish us well—trade is the battlefield upon which modern warfare is conducted.
For almost forty years, we’ve run a trade deficit—a loss—that has drained America’s historical wealth,
dimmed America’s historical prestige, and continues at the rate of more than one billion dollars per day.
That’s a lot of jobs. And a reminder that our current economic pain has been decades in the making.
Blame it on us voters for making bad choices, then blame it on the financialization of American culture. The
Wall Street and Washington boys got it wrong, and most of them still don’t quite get that a nation’s standard
of living must be supported by a standard of productivity.
The story of American manufacturing and trade is the story of a nation that forgot where it came from. The
United States were born in a trade war. The founders—men who pledged, in writing, their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor—saw no future in remaining a colony of England, then the world’s
manufacturing powerhouse. Americans, through protectionism—that is, through the Constitution and trade
regulations written to protect American manufacturing, American citizens, and American children—through
protectionism—economic patriotism—we built the strongest economy, with the most opportunity, for the
greatest number of people, in all of human history.
Now, it’s being lost, as if our goal is to become, once again, the colony of a foreign industrial giant—this
time, a clever, cruel, unscrupulous giant that does not share our language, history, or values.
Yet we continue to tolerate officials who fail to meet the fundamental job requirement: that they are capable
of recognizing the difference between a friend and an enemy.
They advocate free trade—which means their multinational sponsors want unrestricted free access to the
American consumer, arguably the single largest identifiable economic force in the known universe.
They advocate globalization—which means American-based multinational corporations are free to search the
globe for the cheapest means of production, then close their American factories and fire their American
workers.
In return, they offer us hypocrisy: rigged foreign markets, criminal trade practices, and the consolation of
economic theory.

Yes, they’ve given us lower prices—for now—on consumer goods manufactured in some foreign countries.
But what we gain as consumers, we more than lose as workers. One step forward, three steps back, as we get
more for our money, and destroy our own economy in the process.
Say what we will about labor unions, America’s times of greatest prosperity were times of greatest union
membership, as well-paid factory workers spent and circulated their money here, at home, creating jobs and
opportunity, creating the American middle class.
Now, as we continue to lose ground, our global competitors and adversaries are gaining, at our expense, in
financial and military power, by manufacturing for us the products we use every day.
We could, with some awareness and leadership, achieve full employment, and bequeath to our children a
vibrant, prosperous, self-sustaining American economy, simply by producing more of what we consume and
exporting more than we import.
We can begin by motivating the most influential lobby in Washington: 300,000,000 American consumers
spending ten trillion dollars per year. Our public officials and their multinational sponsors want that money.
They need us more than we need them, and we can beat them at their own game. Three hundred million
Americans buying fewer foreign-made products, and more American-made products, investing less in
multinational and foreign businesses, and more in American businesses, means a new American future of
opportunity, prosperity, and jobs. Good jobs.
The power is ours to reclaim and redeem. We can rebuild our productive economy as easily as we created
our global competitors and adversaries. Trying to justify our previous actions will only diminish us in the
eyes of our children and grandchildren, so let’s offer the apology of better citizenship and know that
someday, they’ll forgive us for having made a few mistakes.

What I’ve Done, What You Can Do
Some people might wonder why a man with no children of his own would work so hard for everybody
else’s. They might not know that Dr. Seuss never had any children, either.
I have amazing memories of my grandparents, Serbs from Croatia-Slavonia in Austria-Hungary, who came
to the United States as children, one hundred years ago, looking for opportunity. Just a chance. These were
people who took nothing for granted, and rarely hesitated to express gratitude for their adoptive country.
During World War II, my grandfather sold so many war bonds out of his little tavern, the United States
government bought a new B-29 and called it “Spirit of Milwaukee Serbs.” Stories from the old country
served to remind young people just how lucky we were to be living in the United States.
My parents, born and raised in the heartland of American productivity, understood the place. My father—
manufacturer, exporter, creator of jobs—bought American cars. My mother bought Illinois produce to
support Illinois farmers, and taught her children how not to support foreign dictatorships.
In grade school, I was part of an experimental “special opportunities program” created by the federal
government to identify the children they thought capable of someday leading our nation through difficult
geopolitical times. It was fun. They never disclosed the mission for which we’d been hand picked. But we
learned some useful lessons—and discovered that the purpose of education is happiness, which is largely
determined by our ability to know when we’re being lied to.

High school and college, for me, are enshrined in the memory of my having been so consistently on the
academic honor roll—and behavioral probation at the same time. I’m reluctantly proud to say that most of
my teachers were amused.
I was graduated from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor of Arts in History. My
concentration was Modern Europe, with a minor and independent research in the history of China.
After college, I did lots of things; and, almost always, had a good time doing them.
I was a solar energy pioneer more than 30 years ago, “green” water disinfection more than 25 years ago. I
was “green” long before the word was misused to mislead American taxpayers and voters.
I’ve been scientist and artist, worked with my hands and head, as a musician, mechanic, carpenter, inventor,
executive, entrepreneur, designer, engineer, consultant, speaker, teacher, counselor, gunsmith, poet,
computer geek, ergonomist, photographer, composer, activist, cook, and speechwriter.
I can butcher my own game and teach you how to dance the Argentine tango. But I am far from unique.
There is no shortage of talented, accomplished generalists in our country—men and women to lead an
American renaissance. You know who you are, and you know it’s time to step up. America cannot last
much longer under this tyranny of experts.
I would be remiss not to share with you some defining moments from my personal history.
In 1983, when I was twenty-six, my father decided to retire and leave me his business. I had, at the time,
almost no money. Accepting my father’s offer would have made me a multi-millionaire by the time I was
thirty. I turned it down.
I somehow doubt most members of Congress are capable of understanding my decision.
Life and learning would be interrupted by the occasional attempt to draw attention to the decline of our
productive economy. In the late 1980s, a newspaper editor in a Rocky Mountain state offered me the
suggestion that I keep my city ideas to myself. As Mark Twain observed: in the beginning, the patriot is a
hated and scorned man.
By late 2007, I was hungry for hatred and scorn. American factories had been moving offshore at a recordand heart-breaking pace. The death of my mother and the birth of my grandniece were all the perspective I
needed to shut down my business and begin my real work. The 2008 financial crisis was still beyond the
horizon, but I—and many, many others—knew there was trouble ahead.
“Dollar to the Giant”—my worst-case, cautionary tale—was written well in advance of the 2008 meltdown.
Analysts of this financial crisis would do well to recognize its roots in our trade deficit—the insolvency that
even Sam Walton warned about before his kids and China inherited the family business.
We get into a credit crisis when we don’t have enough money; we don’t have enough money when our
income is insufficient. If America had not sent its income-producing real economy offshore, we could have
had plenty of real money. Our heads would not have been so easily turned by the fictitious economy of Wall
Street, financial innovation, and real estate bubbles. The 2008 crisis would not have happened.
And if our manufacturing sector were in good shape, the Federal Reserve would not have to monkey so
much with the money supply to maintain the illusion of prosperity. We would simply prosper.

My activism has been among the grass roots—grass roots, because that’s where the life is—grass roots,
because the multinational-sponsored media exhibit little interest in us, and even less in our children. I
remember a reporter asking me how long I planned to pursue this project of my country’s economy and
children before I threw in the towel.
I continued to “read, think, speak, and write” until I could no longer justify the expense of a roof over my
head. But I would not abandon my purpose. I would not be here today if previous generations had
abandoned theirs. I am fortunate to have family and friends who believe in me, believe in my work, and
provide me with shelter. I am neither homeless nor destitute, but have, in fact, exhausted my personal
resources in the service of my country. Somewhere, my mother and George Washington are smiling.
We can, at our present crossroads, avail ourselves of a unique and lifesaving opportunity: free, open, and
democratic communication. But the Internet, as we know it, will not last for long—not if the multinational
corporate media are successful in their attempt to control. Now, however, and through 2012, American
citizens can effectively campaign for any men or women they choose.
If you like my ideas, if you think I might be the President you’ve been waiting for, e-mail:
BobHall2012@Gmail.com
We’ll need to get me, or someone like me, on the ballots and let American voters know they now have
another option—one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the face of a
challenge.
Stay tuned for my thoughts on energy, taxes, immigration, drugs, defense, and campaign finance.
Thank you.

Energy
America’s energy policy has a strong effect on the economy, unemployment, and our children’s well-being.
Foreign oil imports are just that: imported and foreign, supplied by multinational corporations—many with
American names and American histories. Oil imports are a major contributor to our trade deficit—the
underlying, and ongoing, cause of our country’s real economic pain. Oil-based misery travels far beyond
what we feel at the gas pump. Oil imports have cost our country—and continue to cost our country—
millions of good jobs. American self-determination is in jeopardy. If you feel like a hostage now, think how
your children might feel as slaves.
America’s dependence on imported oil has given rise to the almost inconceivably absurd: the multinational
oil industry makes money by deepening the trade deficit that is destroying their best existing customers and
the entire American economy.
They’re killing our jobs, killing our children’s prospects, by doing, simply, what corporations with no
national borders, and a big world market, do to survive. The blame lies in Washington. Our government has
no energy policy—none beyond a willingness to accept campaign and lobbyist money from the multinational
oil industry, then hide behind the manipulation of so-called “market forces.”

We were supposed to have learned our lesson from the oil crisis of 1973. Not long after The Department of
Energy was created, President Jimmy Carter told us that our necks were stretched over a fence and OPEC
held a knife. He promised that every new addition to our demand for energy would be met from our own
production and our own conservation.
We were desperate then. We are more desperate now. We have become more, not less, dependent on
imported oil, and OPEC is not the only threat to our longevity. Too few Americans in the 1970s thought
their painful new trade deficit would become a chronic, possibly terminal affliction. Fewer yet predicted
America’s upcoming love affair with financial innovation—an infatuation that would lead us to abandon our
real economy, dismantle the middle class, and redistribute America’s wealth—upward—to a financial elite
with global interests. American workers have watched their real income and purchasing power stagnate for
30 years, while America’s top 1% has watched its real income almost quadruple.
Unwittingly, we betrayed ourselves, and we betrayed our children. American business went multinational;
Wall Street turned into a casino; the trade deficit metastasized; the market price of an American Presidential
campaign went up fifty fold; the bidders formed a line.
As a result, anything resembling a national energy policy—war, for example, in oil-producing nations—is
administered by the multinational interests that control our politics and fuel prices—fuel prices high enough
to inflict pain, but not so high that citizens finally take action.
The quick answer might be more drilling and production here in the United States. But remember: the oil
business is a global business, run by multinational corporations that extract oil from the U.S. and sell it on a
world market. This doesn’t do us very much good. We need truly American oil and alternative energy
industries, with U.S. government policies in place to protect them. In recent months, billions of dollars in
Colorado, Texas, Wyoming, and Pennsylvania oil and gas properties have been sold to the People’s Republic
of China. Communist China. In our backyard, grabbing our resources, and nobody seems to care. As
recently as 2005, the Chinese attempt to buy Unocal was considered a clear threat to our national security. I
shudder to think we’ve lost so much interest in our existence in only six short years.
We can’t solve our energy problems by attempting to control the world’s oil—even with the world’s most
powerful weapons. In any case, this is impractical—and a contemptible use of force. Eventually, even the
most self-centered begins to think that “no, it’s not OK if other people’s children die for my gasoline.”
What we can do, immediately and practically, is reduce our consumption by increasing the gas mileage of
vehicles operated in the United States. We can, at the very least, double our miles per gallon, even if this
means giving up some unnecessary horsepower. Doubling our gas mileage will eliminate our current
dependence on Middle Eastern oil, reduce America’s trade deficit, create American jobs, and give our
children a fighting chance.
Frankly, we need some courage and adult responsibility in Washington. There is too much campaigning.
We need a government that governs, and leaders who lead. Higher mileage requirements will protect
American citizens, the American economy, and American jobs. Some will complain, some will denounce,
but the American spirit does not grant us the freedom to deprive our children of theirs.

Personal Income Tax
An ideal system of taxation would:

Lower the average tax rate.
Not penalize wealthy Americans.
Not deprive lower-income Americans.
Raise more money for our government by eliminating tax loopholes and tax evasion.
Raise more money for our government by capturing the underground, criminal, cash economy.
Encourage savings and investment in America.
Subsidize exports.
Tax imports.
Create jobs.
Greatly reduce the size of the Internal Revenue Service—and the entire income tax industry—liberating this
labor force for better work.
Rehabilitate politicians who campaign with tax promises.
Encourage our legislators to focus on more important issues.
Eliminate the income tax, its records keeping and filing.
All of this can easily be accomplished with a VAT or Fair Tax on consumption. Our current system is
obsolete and counterproductive. It discriminates against our children’s future.

Corporate Income Tax
Corporate income tax can be a sensitive issue, especially when so many corporations make money in the
United States and don’t pay any income tax.
It’s a challenging idea to absorb, but no corporation has ever paid taxes. Every economic burden is
ultimately borne by the individual. When a corporation is taxed, it passes this expense along to you and me
in the form of higher prices on goods and services. Corporations are, in this sense, government-mandated
tax collectors. When a politician advocates higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating
higher personal taxes in disguise.
“The corporations” are an easy target, especially for propagandists and their campaigns. But corporations
are owned and run by human beings. They also employ human beings. Deal with them intelligently, and
they’ll make our children’s world a better place in which to live.
A 5% corporate VAT would more than replace all the revenue currently collected by the nominal 35%
corporate income tax.

Our politically motivated tax policies have chased too many formerly American corporations—and their
money, and our jobs—overseas. We need them to come home. We need each other. And we need the
trillions of dollars they’re currently holding offshore, thanks to the lack of common sense in Washington.
We should allow these corporations to bring their trillions into the United States with no tax liability
whatsoever, providing—and this is not negotiable—that the money be used here in the United States. The
benefit to our economy, to our children, would be much greater than any relatively small gains realized by
what we call a “corporate” income tax.

Immigration and Drugs
I just spent a couple of months in Texas, and I have to say: anyone venturing an opinion on the immigration
policies of our border states should spend some time down there first.
Mexico is a bigger threat to the United States than the Middle East has ever been. Mexico is right next door,
it’s boiling over, and our politicians are selling their souls for the Hispanic vote.
I grew up working in a warehouse with Mexican illegals. Friends. At one time, I spoke Spanish as well as I
spoke English. I understood the culture. I still have Mexican friends, and probably always will.
The best thing I could do for Mexican illegals is send them home.
People emigrate, in most cases, because they have to. Who wants to leave home? It’s a rare Mexican who
would dream of leaving a close-knit family and familiar surroundings for freezing-cold winters and a Gringo
boss. But the Mexican climate of drugs and violence leaves them little choice.
Our climate of high unemployment and low opportunity leaves us little choice.
After we get our own country together—which will include private-sector jobs for unskilled American
citizens—Mexico should be a priority. We can, and must, for the sake of our own survival, help the Mexican
government to develop opportunities for Mexicans at home, so they can stay there and be happy. Mexico,
we must always keep in mind, is vulnerable to our global adversaries and competitors—especially China,
having thus far invested many billions of dollars in our next-door neighbor, our NAFTA trading partner. We
need to be alert.
And we need to change our drug laws. We cannot solve our immigration problems until we take the profit
and crime out of the drug trade. For the record, I have no financial interest in drugs, and I don’t use them.
My concerns are for traditional American values, and for American children. Our current drug policies are
killing them.
The so-called “War on Drugs,” so far, has cost more than one trillion dollars. Another pile of debt passed on
to the next generations of taxpayers. They won’t be thinking they got their money’s worth. More tragically,
hundreds of thousands of human lives have been lost—many of them good cops and innocent children. Yet
we continue to fight, and lose, this war.
Why?
Follow the money trail. The War on Drugs has been a cash cow for politicians and special interests, notably
the security and defense industries. This so-called war supports enormous bureaucracies—dedicated, in

typical bureaucratic fashion, to their own growth. And the North American Free Trade Agreement has made
it easier for anything or anybody to enter the United States through Mexico.
Follow the money trail, and things get clearer, and even more bizarre: American citizens are actually paying
for both sides of this War on Drugs. The growers, cartels, and dealers get their money from us. Then we
spend even more money in a vain—or artificial—attempt to put them out of business.
The only way to stop this insanity, this war on our children’s future, is to remove the financial incentive.
Our country is heading toward legalization. It’s going to happen sooner or later, so why not sooner? We’ll
save time, money, and lives. And we can get on with the rest of our business.
Mexico can then be delivered from the drug lords, back into the hands of the Mexican people—and their
children.
There is little reason to believe that legalization will turn our kids into drug addicts. In fact, there is
evidence—the experience of other countries—to suggest that legalization reduces first-time drug use among
minors because it removes the “forbidden fruit” temptation.
Of course, as our children serve to remind us, the best way to guide them is to give them good examples—in
government, and at home.

Defense
We must maintain the most powerful, vigilant defense on Earth. Those who attack us, those who would
harm our children, must pay a terrible price. This is not negotiable.
We must restore America’s ability to manufacture the products necessary for this country’s self-defense and
self-reliance. And we must no longer tolerate the insecurity—the abject, corrupt stupidity—of outsourcing
from military adversaries the equipment we need to defend ourselves from those very same military
adversaries.
We must put an end to unnecessary wars. Not one single American life or limb must ever again be sacrificed
in an unnecessary war.
They are, almost all of them, unnecessary wars, yet children today are being raised in an atmosphere of
perpetual warfare.
As Marine Corps General S.D. Butler concluded, after the most distinguished of military careers, including
two Medals of Honor: War is a Racket.
The Constitution—when read for spirit and intention, not loopholes—encourages a standing professional
navy to protect American trade, but discourages a standing professional army. The Founding Fathers, having
read their history books, understood the dangers. Yet a standing professional army we now have, with bases
in foreign countries in every corner of the planet. Most Americans would not welcome a foreign military
base in their own backyard. Most Americans don’t know that, since the end of the Second World War, their
empire has been in the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial complex that
President—General—Eisenhower warned us about.

Since World War II, Congress has abrogated its legal responsibility to declare war. The power of the
Presidency has grown unchecked and unbalanced. Our standing professional army gets its marching orders
from the President, who gets his marching orders from his multinational money people, who explain the wars
to us regular folks through corporate-sponsored media.
American citizens—rather, our children—get the bills, the caskets, and the enduring suspicion of the outside
world. By design and deceit, the realities of war remain, for too many of us, in the video-game realm of the
abstract. Thousands of human lives, millions of productive jobs, and trillions of taxpayer dollars are lost
forever as we go about our business, calm in the conventional wisdom that war is good for the economy.
Let us disappoint the profiteers who would raise themselves upon the sacrifice of their fellow man.
The President is not an emperor. A truly strong President would reduce the power of his own office to that
provided for by the Constitution and American tradition, to serve our people—all of our people—through
balance and representation.
Congress must again shoulder its legal responsibility for declaring war.
Members of Congress must be willing to look in a mirror and ask if they themselves are worth dying for.
And what if their children are the children dying?
If we are to regain our independence—and our economy—from the multinational war industry, we must be
willing to look into the human face of warfare.
Congress should reinstate the draft.
The standing professional army should be decommissioned, disbanded, and absorbed into a safe and
economically responsible private sector—a newly thriving private sector, thanks to the establishment of our
national industrial policy.
After high school, every young man and woman in America—everyone, even rich politicians’ kids—should
spend 3 to 6 months in defense and readiness training.
When called for duty, well-trained men and women—no exceptions, no deferments—would be required to
defend our country. And defend, we will.
We will stand in each other’s shoes. We will all risk our loved ones. If the cause is unjust, the war
unnecessary, we will inform our government with little hesitation. We will teach our children to settle their
differences, to guide the ships of state, with their children in mind. We will stop throwing away what took
over 200 years to build, and we will do our part to raise our children in peace.

Campaign Finance
My thoughts on campaign finance can be summed up in a question:
Why would anyone spend a billion dollars for a job that pays four hundred thousand?

Like it or not, under the current system, our government is for sale. Big Business spends big money on
American politics, and expects big favors in return.
This worked a lot better when Big Business was still American, and we could reasonably expect the
corruption of special interest politics to benefit Americans. The distribution of favors was not fair, but, for
the most part, the money stayed in the United States and benefited our own citizens.
When American business went multinational, our politicians were quick to follow. The United States
government is now unduly influenced by multinational, largely foreign, special interests.
Is it any wonder that American middle-class prosperity and security—once the envy of the world—have
been sacrificed to the gods of globalization?
If we expect to ever return our country to its people, we must first stop the flow of multinational money to
our politicians, then stop the flow of all big money to our politicians. What we call lobbying is really
bribery. What we call campaign contributions—another opportunity for bribery.
This is no way to behave in front of the children.
I will accept campaign contributions only from my special interest group: American citizens. I will not
accept campaign contributions from corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
Someone has to do this the right way.

128.
Unemployment Now 22.7%, Economists Stunned
July 8, 2011
“Job Growth Falters Badly, Clouding Hope for Recovery”
www.nytimes.com/2011/07/09/business/economy/job-growth-falters-badly-clouding-hope-for-recovery.html
According to the article, "economists were stunned."
Uh, huh.
More remarkable than a roomful of stunned economists, the real unemployment rate—including the longterm unemployed and discouraged—is now 22.7%.
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-377-june-employment-unemployment-and-m3
There is only one political party in America: Money. Democrats and Republicans now feed at the same
trough, and the big multinational money that supports this two-party charade is perfectly content with our
current malaise. After all, they helped bring it about.
The top 1% is "making" money like never before. I put the word "making" in quotes because the money is
actually being transferred/stolen from what used to be America's middle class and redistributed upward to
our financial elites.
High unemployment keeps their labor costs down. Low inflation protects creditors and keeps our elites'
capital from eroding. A "strong" dollar (an ignorant expression if ever there was one*) preserves the
multinational purchasing power of dollar assets, and allows inexpensive foreign vacations—depositing U.S.
dollars directly into competitive economies, by the way.
Never mind that a "strong" dollar damages U.S. exports and makes it more difficult for our real economy to
recover. Hasn't anyone noticed that China has built—and continues to build, with little resistance from the
U.S. Treasury—its own economy by keeping the U.S. dollar "strong," the Chinese yuan "weak," and Chinese
imports cheap, by purchasing U.S. government securities?
But, hey, what's temporarily good for the top 1% is good for everyone—right?
—
*If you substitute "high dollar" for "strong dollar" and "low dollar" for "weak dollar," the whole subject
begins to make more sense.

129.
Pre-Infected Consumer Tech, New Short Videos To Share
July 13, 2011
No surprise here:
“DHS: Imported Consumer Tech Contains Hidden Hacker Attack Tools”
www.fastcompany.com/1765855/dhs-someones-spiking-our-imported-tech-with-attack-tools
The article doesn't mention China by name—again, no surprise—but I will. It's also worth mentioning that
our nation's aging telecom infrastructure is being replaced with Chinese-made equipment.
Who thinks this stuff up?
For years now, the U.S. government (I hesitate to call it "our" government) has purchased security and
defense electronics from the communist People's Republic of China—much of it counterfeit and defective.
Now might be a good time to revisit Richard McCormack's November 2008 article. (By the way, this guy is
a real reporter.)
“U.S. Government Finds Thousands Of Counterfeit Electronics From China In Avionics Weapon
Supply Chain”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/08/1117/counterfeitelectronics.html
I can hardly blame China. After all, they're a competitor and adversary. They're just doing their job.
When will our elected officials start doing theirs?
—
New Short Videos:
My 49-minute candidacy speech can now be viewed—and shared—as 8 separate videos on YouTube,
Vimeo, and Facebook. Three of the videos are shorter than three minutes.

130.
Bob Hall 2012 Campaign now on Facebook
July 18, 2011
One click:
Please forward this e-mail. Please talk about this e-mail. Please shout this e-mail from the rooftops.
Please. Our children's future depends on us.
We don't need a billion-dollar advertising budget to make a difference—or to win an election.
We just need to stop being Democrats and Republicans long enough to remember that we're Americans.
Americans.

131.
Gallup 7/20/2011: Concerns About Economy, Jobs Outweigh
Worries About Deficit
July 20, 2011
Gallup 7/20/2011:
“Concerns About Economy, Jobs Outweigh Worries About Deficit”
www.gallup.com/poll/148589/Concerns-Economy-Jobs-Outweigh-Worries-Deficit.aspx
•
•

•

The percentage of Americans naming jobs as the top problem has been on the rise.
About three-quarters of Americans say some aspect of the economy is the top problem facing the
nation—far more than mention non-economic concerns such as dissatisfaction with government,
healthcare, wars, immigration, or education.
Almost 9 in 10 Americans say now is not a good time to find a quality job.

Neither Democrats nor Republicans (as if there's any difference) will lift a finger. Believe their actions, not
their words. Both parties—and their financiers—are committed to the top 1 percent at the expense of the
bottom 99.
However:
"A society, a nation, either works or it doesn't. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody's children."
Furthermore (at the risk of quoting myself again):
"Lots of things are crazier than running for President. Not running is one of them."

132.
Fake Apple Stores Found In China
July 21, 2011
In the old clichés, the Chinese were frequently described as "inscrutable." To anyone paying attention,
"predictable" is more like it.
“Fake Apple Stores Found In China”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-14236786
is based on
“Are you listening, Steve Jobs?”
http://birdabroad.wordpress.com/2011/07/20/are-you-listening-steve-jobs
Makes me want to ask: Is anybody listening? Oh sure, some of us get it. But not enough of us get it. Those
who do, have a responsibility to those who don't.
Come on. We're all, most of us, in this together. Our children share a common interest in the future of this
country. Few people are naturally as self-destructive (or divided) as we Americans have been. Mostly,
we've been conditioned to just not know any better.
So please lend a hand, lift a finger (keyboard or keypad), and help spread the word. The alternative is to
keep buying foreign-made goods—funding China and the multinationals at Americans' expense—until we
don't have a penny or a job left. We'll be dead—or thereabouts—and they'll move on to the next victim.
China's priority is the Chinese Communist Party. The multinationals' priority is profit.
Washington, are you listening?

133.
Article: “How Globalism Has Destroyed. . . .”
July 26, 2011
A lively article, worth a look:
“How Globalism Has Destroyed Our Jobs, Businesses And National Wealth In 10 Easy Steps”
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/how-globalism-has-destroyed-our-jobs-businesses-and-nationalwealth-in-10-easy-steps
Some interesting stuff here, including a couple of all-time records:
•
•

Only 66.8% of American men had a job last year—an all-time record.
More than 44 million Americans are now on food stamps—another all-time record.

Yet we continue to send our jobs and money overseas by purchasing foreign-made products.
We can choose not to. In fact, we have no choice but to choose not to—if we want our children to survive
and have a country to call "home."
And we can choose not to vote for lessers of evils representing the same multinational money interests.
Before you say "it can't be done," please ask yourself what possible good it might do to express such a
sentiment, much less within earshot of a child. A handful of multinationals cannot possibly stand up to the
American citizenry if we stop being Democrats and Republicans long enough to do what needs to be done.
Instead of scapegoating and scolding over the debt, we could be creating enough new wealth to pay for what
we need.
Confucius (relatively forgotten but eminently wiser than Sun Tzu or Mao) said,
"To see what is right and not to do it is cowardice."

134.
Crime—Two Scenarios
July 27, 2011
I'm still troubled by:
“Abusive Head Trauma in Infants Doubled During Recession: Financial stress may trigger violent
behavior toward babies”
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/family-health/brain-and-behavior/articles/2011/04/13/abusive-headtrauma-in-infants-doubled-during-recession-study
Violent crime—most crime—will increase as our economy dies. This is to be expected, regardless of
government and media spin.
But it's not inevitable, and our children deserve better. Let's consider two possible scenarios:
The Republican-Democrat-Corporate Way:
•

Our real economy continues its decline. Desperate to survive, more Americans turn to crime. The
two-party system "fights" crime by spending more on law enforcement personnel and/or defense and
security contractors. This increases debt and/or taxes, which further cripples our real economy,
leading to more desperation and crime.

My way:
•

Our real economy recovers. Every young American receives defense training. We are financially
and personally secure. Crime rates plummet.

For more, see: "Defense—Bob Hall 2012”

135.
Tired of Debt Ceiling Theater?
August 2, 2011
Nonsense—distracting, destructive nonsense. You'd think our elected officials and media would have the
wit to realize we have to make some money. It's that simple: we have to make money. Oh sure, we
occasionally hear them mention “revenues,” but they're talking about tax revenues. I suppose if you're a
Congressman, this is where money comes from.
Funny, with half of these Democrats and Republicans being millionaires, you'd think they'd know better.
Note to Washington: Invest four minutes of your precious campaign fundraising time in “College Girl,
Economy, Jobs.” Begin with a short lesson in real American economics. Be able to answer simple questions
like:
•
•
•

Where does money come from?
How can we fix the American economy?
Why do American politicians represent foreign interests at the expense of their American
constituents?

Note to my fellow citizens: Always follow the money trail. Beware the distractions and wedge issues. As I
said in Chapter One of my candidacy speech:
“. . . Congress has another option, one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the
face of a challenge. Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough
new wealth to pay for everything our people need. Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this
power.”
Of course, when these so-called “American” Congressmen are bought and paid for by multinationals, I'm not
sure I want them anywhere near our children.

136.
Monkeys Climb High Branches, Expose Backsides
August 5, 2011
What a week.
The monkeys in Washington once again proved they climb the highest branches to better expose their
backsides. The rest of the world—dependent on the illusion of American responsibility—were little amused.
Vladimir Putin called the U.S. a "parasite" on the world. China's Dagong downgraded our credit rating to
equal Russia's. Both outsized adversaries continued to express keen interest in replacing the U.S. dollar.
The Dow lost 1,200 points in two weeks—512 points just yesterday. This was the worst one-day drop since
the meltdown of October 2008.
The -crats at the BLS released the July 2011 unemployment figures this morning. Before you get too excited
over the improvement from 9.2 to 9.1 percent, you might take a look at the actual report
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.htm
or at least Table A-15
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t15.htm
Too, the official "improvement" in our employment picture is easier to understand when you know that
193,000 Americans dropped out of the work force. Our labor force participation rate is now only 63.9
percent—the lowest since January 1984.
ShadowStats.com hasn't yet published their SGS unemployment figure, which more accurately includes the
long-term unemployed and discouraged, but you can bet it will be higher than 22 percent.
If all this isn't bad enough, the U.S. Department of Agriculture now reports that 45,753,078 Americans are
on food stamps—that is, 1 of every 7 Americans:
www.fns.usda.gov/pd/34SNAPmonthly.htm
Can you imagine the 1930s-style soup lines if we didn't have food stamps to help us deny our disgraceful
reality?
Such are the consequences of a decades-long trade deficit and clueless so-called "leaders" who care mostly
about getting elected and then re-elected.
FYI, both China and Mexico—Mexico—are trading at a surplus. China's unemployment rate is 4.1 percent;
GDP growth is 9.5 percent. Mexico's unemployment rate is 5.42 percent; GDP growth is 4.6 percent.

So, now, while Congress is taking the month off, our President is trying to scrape up $1,000,000,000 in
campaign money (which shouldn't be difficult with some of his beneficiaries willing to pay $35,800/plate for
dinner), and mysterious corporations like WL Spann are being formed to deposit $1,000,000 in the Romney
campaign, then dissolve before anyone can figure out where the money came from.
I have to tell you: if I had to spend this kind of money to win an election, I wouldn't want the job. I would
hide my head in shame.
(For more about campaign finance, see my short—two-and-a-half-minute—video on the subject.)
Truly, it's "do-it-or-die" time. We simply have no choice. Fortunately, there's plenty we can do.
If everyone contributes a few mouse clicks or phone calls to help spread the word, our grass roots campaign
can become a peaceful revolution. Our fellow citizens—and their children—deserve to know they don't have
to waste their votes on lessers of evils representing the same multinational money interests.
If my bid for the Presidency is crazy, then we should all take a moment to thank the lunatics of generations
past—people crazy enough to pay attention to the world around them, crazy enough to want their children to
survive and be free.

137.
Real Unemployment Now 22.7%, Wall Street Worries
August 8, 2011
By now, most everyone knows the stock market took another dive today. Do the numbers matter? Maybe
not. The long and short of it: we're hostages of a false/fictitious economy. If our real—that is, wealthcreating, productive, industrial—economy were in good shape, we wouldn't be so terrorized by Wall Street
or so manipulated by the ignorant and unprincipled. We could—if we wanted—have a source of real
income, real prosperity, and real security.
(We could—if we wanted—put better people in public office. But I digress. . . .)
ShadowStats.com has just released our current unemployment figure:
22.7 percent.
This ShadowStats figure includes America's long-term unemployed and discouraged. The official U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics figure does not. Neither includes America's under-employed.
In other words: you, or someone you care about, might be next—and very soon.
There's still only one way out:
Through the door.

138.
New Poll, New Low, The House Always Wins, What It Means
August 10, 2011
From RasmussenReports.com, August 7:
“New Low: 17% Say U.S. Government Has Consent of the Governed”
•
•
•

The number of voters who feel the government has our consent—a principle of The Declaration of
Independence—is at a record low, down from 23% in May.
Only 8% of voters believe Congress listens to constituents more than it listens to party leaders.
Only 6% of voters rate Congress's performance as "good or excellent."

Americans should soon be turning out in record numbers to "throw their votes away" on non-Democrats and
non-Republicans. We're learning that, as in Las Vegas, the house always wins. The same deep pockets—
multinational pockets, it should be noted—finance both of our political parties. No matter which party we
choose, the campaign financiers always get what they want. Our system is so twisted, the financiers almost
always win at the public's expense.
Same with the casino we call "Wall Street." Trading does not create new wealth; it merely transfers existing
wealth. In the long run, the house always wins.
Have you noticed how much of our economic pain is inflicted by the stock market? Obviously, we're
preoccupied with the false/fictitious economy when we could be making things, selling them, appreciating
the joys of a real economy, and leaving the financial innovation to gamblers and con men. But the market
also destroys at a more fundamental level. As if to finalize the transfer of wealth, the market pressures
America's middle class to also surrender its tools. A public corporation's short-term performance—however
achieved—is what matters to Wall Street. American factories and jobs are sent offshore, our real economy
and tax base eviscerated, to reduce corporate expenses and satisfy Wall Street's demand for short-term
profits.
Feed Wall Street, starve the USA.
Of course, this is just the tip of the Wall Street-Washington iceberg. For now, I'll leave you with this
strangely related thought: the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China is not only an
unscrupulous competitor, it is a committed adversary. Any American supporting China through the purchase
of Chinese stocks or Chinese goods might as well have done the same for Germany in 1942. In fact, I'm sure
the Nazis were less of a threat. They weren't as experienced, clever, or wealthy; there weren't 1.3 billion of
them; and, back in those days, our politicians were on our side. But don't we feel brilliant when we look
back and wonder how any society could have so misunderstood the writing on the wall?

139.
Trade Deficit Surges, Economy and Jobs Hammered,
Washington Clueless
August 12, 2011
From the U.S. Census Bureau:
"The nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased [4.5%] to $53.1 billion in June from
$50.8 billion (revised) in May, as exports decreased more than imports."
•
•
•
•

Note that our trade deficit is the highest since October 2008, even though imports and exports both
declined with the "post-recession" economy.
Our deficit with China increased 6.8% as American purchases of Chinese-made products—
computers, apparel, household goods—grew to $34.4 billion.
American consumers continue to fuel the Chinese economy—creating Chinese jobs and prosperity—
at the expense of our own.
American exports fell 2.3%—the worst decline in over two years.

If American citizens won't support the American economy to create American jobs, who will? By now, it's
pretty clear the government won't lift a finger to help us.
All of our economic troubles are rooted in the trade deficit, yet Washington remains clueless. (Well, maybe
more "careless" than "clueless." The current Administration of Wall Street insiders managed to silence
former Fed Chairman Paul Volcker after he blurted the simple-and-obvious truth.) For some insight into our
politicians' mentality, take a look at Richard McCormack's “Anti-Free Trade Lobby Is Completely Ignored
By U.S. Senators; Overseas Producers And Their Interests Control America's Economic Policy” in
Manufacturing & Technology News:
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/11/0729/KoreaFTA.html
As I've said before, "free trade" means our lives are decided by corporations—multinational corporations.
There is nothing conservative, nothing liberal, nothing free about this.
While we're on the subject of national survival, I'll call your attention to this from the Council on Foreign
Relations:
“The Evolving Structure of the American Economy and the Employment Challenge”
www.cfr.org/industrial-policy/evolving-structure-american-economy-employment-challenge/p24366
According to the authors, one a Nobel Laureate (not that this means as much as it used to):
•

Higher-paying jobs may soon follow low-paying jobs in leaving the U.S.

•
•
•

•

The free flow of labor and capital that has diminished employment opportunities in America will
continue to do so at all levels of society.
Between 1990 and 2008, 27.3 million jobs were created in the U.S.; however,
Of these 27.3 million jobs, 97.7% were non-tradable—typically, government and health care jobs that
could not be offshored. This occurred despite dramatic labor-saving technology in information
processing that ran across all sectors of the economy.
A "tradable" job is, basically, a job that can be offshored. If a new job could be offshored to China or
India, it was.

Have a great weekend. Do something great while a child is watching you. Buy something made by
American hands.

140.
American Children Now In Poverty: 1 in 5
August 17, 2011
The Annie E. Casey Foundation today released their 2011 Kids Count Data Book:
www.aecf.org
•
•
•

14.7 million American children now live in poverty—up 2.5 million from 2000
The 2011 poverty line for a family of 4 is $22,350
$22,350

American poverty, America's future: Made in China.
Our country was not built by a service economy, nor can it survive on a service economy.
Financial? Legal? Dry cleaning? Dog grooming? Government?
It is impossible to build—or rebuild—a real country on service jobs. A real country needs to create wealth
through manufacturing, agriculture, and natural resource extraction. Service industries then develop to
provide services to wealth creators—and, of course, share in the wealth.
Our country needs to get back to the business of making things and selling them.
Simple as that.
If President Obama's daughters opened a lemonade stand, they'd know they'd have to move product—enough
to make a go of it—or close down.
Maybe they should have a talk with their Dad.
(And their Mom, next time she's getting ready to buy another foreign-made dress.)

141.
Where have you gone, Abe and Teddy? A nation turns its
lonely eyes. . . .
August 18, 2011
Our leaders used to be on our side. Back when England was a serious economic competitor, Abraham
Lincoln said:
“If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the
money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the
rails and the money both.”
In June, the U.S. imported $34.4 billion worth of stuff—computers, apparel, household goods, etc.—from
the People's Republic of China. Think how that money could be used to stimulate our economy instead of
their economy. We could be creating jobs right here at home, instead of funding China, the Chinese
Communist Party, and the People's "Liberation" Army.
The transfer of assets continues unabated: from the American middle class, to a financial elite with global
interests, to adversaries who do not necessarily wish us well.
We're led by "the malefactors of great wealth"—Teddy Roosevelt's words for the financial elites he held
responsible for the 1907 Bankers' Panic and a 48% drop in the Dow Jones Industrial Average:
“It may well be that the determination of the government (in which, gentlemen, it will not waver) to punish
certain malefactors of great wealth, has been responsible for something of the trouble; at least to the extent of
having caused these men to combine to bring about as much financial stress as possible, in order to discredit
the policy of the government and thereby secure a reversal of that policy, so that they may enjoy unmolested
the fruits of their own evil-doing. . . . I regard this contest as one to determine who shall rule this free
country—the people through their governmental agents, or a few ruthless and domineering men whose
wealth makes them peculiarly formidable because they hide behind the breastworks of corporate
organization.”
Teddy Roosevelt was not afraid of the malefactors, nor am I, nor are most of my fellow citizens.
It seems the only people afraid of the malefactors are elected officials and official candidates.

142.
The “Made In China” Content of the Federal Reserve—A
Rebuttal
August 22, 2011
In their outrageously misleading and viral "Economic Letter" of August 8, 2011:
“The U.S. Content of ‘Made in China’”
www.frbsf.org/publications/economics/letter/2011/el2011-25.html
Thus Spake The Fed:
•
•
•
•

"Although globalization is widely recognized these days, the U.S. economy actually remains
relatively closed."
"Chinese imports still make up only a small share of total U.S. consumer spending."
"Goods and services from China accounted for only 2.7% of U.S. personal consumption expenditures
in 2010, of which less than half reflected the actual costs of Chinese imports."
"The fact that overall import content of U.S. consumer goods has remained relatively constant while
the Chinese share has doubled indicates that Chinese gains have come, in large part, at the expense of
other exporting nations."

Outrageous. Preposterous. Insulting. As if the authors—Galina Borisova Hale (Russia) and Bart Hobijn
(Netherlands)—the Federal Reserve, and our corporate-sponsored media assume the reader has never set foot
in an American store.
I can hear Chico Marx asking, "Who you gonna believe, me or your own eyes?"
You just can't make this stuff up. (Sorry, figure of speech. Obviously, someone did make this stuff up. But
I will not apologize for economic nationalism—mine or anyone else's.)
I've been wondering how the Fed might top their act of 2008, reviewed in yesterday's Bloomberg article:
“Wall Street Aristocracy Got $1.2T in Loans”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-21/wall-street-aristocracy-got-1-2-trillion-in-fed-s-secret-loans.html
See also the GAO's euphemistically entitled "Federal Reserve System: Opportunities Exist to Strengthen
Policies and Processes for Managing Emergency Assistance" (Gee, ya think?)
www.gao.gov/new.items/d11696.pdf
and my 4/18/11 mailing

“Your Tax Dollars At Work—Recent Revelations”
A few highlights from the 4/18/11 mailing:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars were handed out to investors with addresses in the Cayman
Islands. [Panama, of the "U.S.-Panama Free Trade Agreement," while not much of a market for
American-made goods, is a bustling tax haven for American-made dollars.]
$2.2 billion went to the Korea Development Bank.
The Fed made massive purchases of securities in BMW, Volkswagen, Honda, Mitsubishi, and
Nissan, and extended $5 billion in credit to Toyota and Mitsubishi.
Foreign banks borrowed more than 70% of the money loaned during the record week in October
2008.
Bank of China was the second-largest borrower during a nine-day period in August 2007, when
subprime mortgage defaults first roiled broader markets.
Arab Banking Corporation, then 29% owned by Gaddafi's Libyan central bank, got 73 loans [totaling
$35 billion] from the Fed during the 18 months after the collapse of Lehman Brothers. [Interesting
that the Fed charged Gaddafi less than the Fed charged our own U.S. Treasury.]

So much for the character, purpose, or credibility of America's central bank. The Fed takes care of Fed
members and Fed friends. American citizens unlucky enough to inhabit the bottom 99% of our economic
strata have to pay the bills and bequeath the unpaid balances to their children.
The Fed's "Economic Letter" is, to my skeptical reading, an attempt to advance the Fed's notorious free trade
agenda—see, for example, the ridiculous “The Fruits of Free Trade” from the Dallas Fed:
www.dallasfed.org/assets/documents/fed/annual/2002/ar02.pdf—and to reassure the freetrading/globalizing/robbing-the-American-middle-class crowd:
•
•

"Chinese inflation will have little direct effect on American consumer prices."
"It is unlikely that recent increases in labor costs and inflation in China will generate broad-based
inflationary pressures in the United States."

Full speed ahead, all capital preserved—music to the ears of Teddy Roosevelt's "malefactors of great
wealth."
(Disturbing, really, the similarities between our obstacles and his. See my 8/18/11 mailing: “Where have
you gone, Abe and Teddy? A nation turns its lonely eyes. . . .”)
The current People's Republic propaganda from the U.S. Federal Reserve System is so wrong on so many
levels, I couldn't do it justice in the time I have. But I'm compelled to say a little something. The Fed's
claims don't ring true and their numbers don't add.
Most people have a difficult time feeding their families with "percentages," so I sometimes find it helpful to
communicate with the word "dollars." Consider that in 2010, the year covered in the Fed's "Economic
Letter," the U.S. bought
$ 364,943,900,000
worth of stuff (mostly finished consumer goods) from China. That's a lot of jobs—wealth-producing
manufacturing jobs, not service-sector stuff. Even if we deduct our shamefully low exports to China (mostly
recyclable scrap and industrial supplies China needed for production), we're left with a 2010 trade deficit of

$ 273,063,200,000
just with China—an all-time record. No wonder the Fed felt moved to prevaricate.
(I could argue that all 365 billion dollars' worth could and should have been produced here in the U.S., but,
for the time being, I'm sure we can agree that the deficit portion, at least, was a major blow to our country's
well-being.)
Now, as long as we're talking real figures, we can and should put a pencil to them. The Fed's "Economic
Letter" says the total Americans spent on China-labeled products was 2.25 times their imported cost—
basically markups from shipping dock to cash register. (U.S. exports to China are not a consideration here.)
In other words: $ 364,943,900,000 x 2.25 = $ 821,123,775,000 or—when divided by a population of 312
million—$2,632 each for every man, woman, and child in the USA.
To those willing to accept the Fed's 2.7% figure: $ 821,123,775,000 is 2.7% of $30.4 trillion—three times
the actual size of our consumer economy.
Yes, I'm working with international trade figures, and true, not 100% of Chinese imports are finished
consumer goods, but most of them are. The portion not, is still eventually paid for by the consumer, so we
can keep this rebuttal simple—and effective enough to fight the fabrications of the Fed.
(Now there's an idea: we can fight lies instead of one another.)
You may have noticed that the Fed's "Economic Letter" included in its calculations American consumer
spending on services, which the Fed claims accounted for 66.9% of personal consumption expenditures, or
PCE. (How comforting that 66.9% of our money, or so the Fed claims, goes to services that do not create
wealth. How predictable that the Fed doesn't say this is a problem.) Because Americans buy Chinese
products (which create Chinese wealth), not Chinese services, this trick was clearly designed to manipulate
the headlines and, of course, the public. If we accept the Fed's catchy claim that "goods and services from
China accounted for only 2.7% of U.S. personal consumption expenditures in 2010," we can at least drop the
"and services" baloney and revise their figure from 2.7% to 8.2%.
Good grief, according to the Fed's own report, this is more than twice what Americans spent on motor
vehicles (3.4%), more than what we spent on food (8%) and almost half of what we spent on housing
(16.6%). "Made in China" is suddenly more alarming than the Fed wants us to believe.
To reinforce my contention that the Fed's contentions are absurd:
If $2,632 per person was 2.7% of personal consumption expenditures, then Americans spent more than
$97,000 per person on the personal consumption of goods and services in 2010.
Not likely.
If $2,632 per person was 8.2% of personal consumption expenditures, then Americans spent closer to
$32,000 per person on the personal consumption of goods and services in 2010.
Not on the money, but closer to the truth. I'm not trying to be right; I'm trying to prove the Fed wrong—
perhaps even criminally so.

A few more objections:
•

•
•

•
•

The Fed does not identify foreign companies manufacturing in the U.S. So far as the Fed is
concerned, it's "Made in USA" even if the profits go back to, say, Japan and the benefit to the U.S.
economy is significantly reduced.
The "motor vehicles" category is particularly disturbing at 74.9% Made in USA.
The Fed does not identify Chinese-made products that carry origin labels from other countries—for
example, "Made in Mexico" so Chinese goods can enter the U.S. under NAFTA protection, or "Made
in Germany" so the perceived quality of Chinese merchandise goes up a few notches.
The Fed does not identify non-Chinese foreign products made from Chinese components.
The Fed tries to sell the reader on Chinese benefits to American workers, managers, retailers, and
shareholders while it ignores the relative plight of American workers and the frequently
disproportionate benefits to managers, multinational retailers, foreign shareholders, and multinational
corporations.

Finally, the Fed seems to forget there are 312 million of us, and not quite so many of them.
Enough for now. It's almost 4:00 AM. The Fed's "Economic Letter" is self-serving hogwash.
Just one more thing:
Vote.

143.
EXTRA: Bob Hall Rebuttal of Fed Deception—Published
Today by ManufactureThis
August 23, 2011
Published today 8/23/11 by www.ManufactureThis.org:
GUEST COLUMN: “Deceptive ‘Made in China' Statistics from the Federal Reserve”
http://americanmanufacturing.org/blog/guest-column-deceptive-made-china-statistics-federal-reserve
You can read the full rebuttal on my Facebook campaign page:

144.
CPA Features Bob Hall Fed Rebuttal, USA TODAY
Abandons USA, We Connect Some Old Dots
August 29, 2011
The highly respected Coalition for a Prosperous America published on 8/26/11 my rebuttal to the Fed's
erroneous and self-serving claim that imports from China make up only a small share of American consumer
spending:
www.tradereform.org/2011/08/guest-column-deceptive-made-in-china-statistics-from-the-federal-reserve
The full rebuttal can be found on my Facebook campaign page:
CPA timely answers USA TODAY, which on Wednesday joined the feeding frenzy and published a Hong
Kong dispatch capitalizing on the deceptive Fed report. USA TODAY assured the reader,
"Because we import from China, prices are cheaper, consumers have more money in their pocket, and they
go out and spend more, generating a greater number of U.S. jobs than are lost. . . ."
To experience the full-brain-wash from USA (USA?) TODAY:
www.usatoday.com/money/world/story/2011-08-24/Buy-Made-in-China-goods-Benefits-to-US-maysurprise-you/50127452/1
All said, the week's "Emperor's New Clothes" award must go to this jewel published in 2003 by the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas in "The Fruits of Free Trade":
"We hear that exports are good because they support U.S. industry but imports are bad because they steal
business from domestic producers. Actually, imports are the real fruits of trade because the end goal of
economic activity is consumption. Exports represent resources we don't consume at home. This is how we
pay for what we buy abroad, and we're better off when we pay as little as possible. Mercantilism, with its
mania for exporting, lost favor for good reason."
When did we become comedians playing for a Chinese audience?
Stay alert, my friends. "They"—the People's Republic of China, the offshore producers, the campaign
financiers, obviously our trusted bankers—will continue to manipulate American citizens to spend more on
Chinese products and less on American products. This is how it's done. This is how they get our money and
jobs. It all happens at the cash register.
"The future decided at the giant's store—Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more."
That's it. I'll sign off with my best lyrics. Three years later, they're still accurate.

They don't have to be "deadly" accurate. It's up to you.
—
“Dollar to the Giant”
Echoing rust. Factory line.
Dead-child memory of another time.
The sign said this spot was USA—
Too young to know it didn’t have to be this way.
Sweat-stain genius, practical hands,
Built factories, built the goods, built the land.
First steps forgotten. History blind,
We’re connected to our roots by a credit line.
Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn’t fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant’s hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We gave up our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
Productivity’s children sleeping in chains.
Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.
Fear-fallen children couldn’t say no.
Wouldn’t read label made in Chinese. Where did the money go?
Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade.
Instead we’re led to every trap the giant made.
The future decided at the giant’s store—
Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.
Who are we doing this for?

The Giant from the East, a billion-head beast, feeding on the hopes of our young.
No resemblance of war, through the open door, mannequins of Mao Tse-Tung.
Invisible plans in the giant’s hands, temptation hit our stores in a flood.
And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We traded in our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.
©2008 Robert Hall
Music By Robert Hall (ASCAP)

145.
Our Presidential Campaign Begins October 1. Here’s the
plan:
September 1, 2011
Our campaign begins in one month. We can win.
I will walk across the USA.
Yes, on my own two feet, to learn from real live American citizens who are not being heard, represented, or
led by our government, campaign financiers, or media. In other words: at least 99% of the U.S. population.
(Our top 1% need not fear. Listen to my candidacy speech. If a society works, it works for everyone, for the
long term, for their children. I want everyone—absolutely everyone—to make more money, but not at the
expense of their fellow citizens and future generations. We can—we must—generate new wealth and stop
trying to grab existing wealth.)
Join me! Walk a mile or a thousand. My schedule—departures, events, destinations—will be posted on my
Facebook campaign page along with lots of interesting stuff from the road.
Tentatively, my first walk will be from Detroit, through America's former industrial heartland, to
Washington, D.C. Much as I'd love to carry everything on my back, I'll need electronics and enough soap,
toothpaste, and clean American clothes to keep myself presentable. I hope to recruit volunteers (and a
documentary filmmaker, perhaps?) to drive with the luggage so we walkers are free to walk—and to grow in
number.
Imagine the impact of a million people arriving in Washington in time for Christmas, Labor Day, or Election
Day 2012.
With tens of millions unemployed, why stop at a million?
This walk is the best way I can imagine to put our message across and to show America's youngest citizens
they don't need a billion-dollar advertising budget to make a difference—or to win this do-it-or-die election.
We also have to teach them the power of simply trying. If our children will not try, they will not succeed. If
they try, just try, there's no telling what kind of talent they'll discover—and what kind of future they'll enjoy.
Please try. A vote for anyone other than "a person like me" is a vote for the multinational money people who
finance our official parties, control our elected officials, send the U.S. economy offshore, and make
unprecedented profits while the greatest country in the world is on life support.
This is intolerable. I refuse to surrender my country and her children to these people. I will fight them. I
will fight them with everything I've got. I will meet every challenge, and I will meet every challenger.

I will fight them to my last breath.
Some things are worth fighting for.

146.
Make Money With My Campaign (and Other Ways You Can
Help)
September 2, 2011
So many have asked how they can help with my campaign, I thought I'd put some ideas out there:
1. You may profit from my campaign. (Literally. Personally. Almost immediately.)
Feel free to make and sell Bob Hall 2012 shirts and bumper stickers. (Business cards with the URL of my
Facebook campaign page will be useful gifts for the cynical, the misguided, and the disheartened.)
You keep all the profits. I don't have to approve your designs. This campaign should be a grass-roots
American community effort. My only rules are obvious:
•
•
•
•
•

You must be an American citizen.
All materials and labor must be U.S.
All profits must be saved or spent here in the U.S. to benefit our own economy. (None of this
"multinational leakage" garbage.)
If it's legally copyrighted—my music, for example—you'll have to obtain permission.
Be honest and set a good example for the children whether they're watching or not.

Have fun! Be as creative as you like. I'm currently favoring “Real.” and “Vision.” and “Jobs.” as one-word
communications, but you might have some ideas of your own.
In any case, it's not my place to make money with campaign swag. But I'd be pleased as punch if you did.
Well there you go: I'm creating jobs already.
Just imagine what a big-name performer could do with "Dollar to the Giant"—or what a documentary
filmmaker could do with this Presidential campaign.
2. Talk. Write. Click.
Keep spreading the word in every way possible. If everyone told two friends who each told two friends, and
so on, everyone in this country would very quickly learn they now have an opportunity to elect a truly
independent non-partisan with no ties to big money.
3. Join me on my walk.
We'll also need volunteers to drive with the luggage and other heavy items. We'll have a lot of fun and get
'er done.
4. Collect signatures. Get me on the ballots.

It will be helpful, very helpful, to collect enough signatures to put my name on the ballots in all 50 states.
(Anyone interested in this effort, please contact me.) However, my name is short, easy to spell, and ideally
suited for a write-in candidate. If we invest our time and resources both wisely and creatively, we can make
a fool of the two-party system.
5. Send money.
Sorry, I know this sounds tacky, but I'd rather be direct and not go around and around the bush. This
campaign will cost next to nothing, but it will still cost something—and your candidate has exhausted his
financial resources in the service of this country.
Our system of tax-deductible contributions to political non-profits is unproductive and anti-American. The
legal hurdles of fees and registrations in all 50 states are designed to keep outsiders out—with "outsiders"
defined as the non-Democrat, non-Republican, non-Wealthy. Are any of these organizations honestly "notfor-profit" or are they formed to avoid taxes and concentrate political power—while paying themselves very
well indeed?
I'm not looking for money from people who want the tax deduction. People should contribute because they
want to support the candidate and the platform—hopefully, because the candidate and platform are good for
the country.
You can make a contribution (let's be legal and call this "a non-tax-deductible payment or gift") using PayPal
and the current mailing's address:
DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com
or, preferably, the e-mail address shown on my Facebook campaign page:
BobHall2012@Gmail.com
You can also mail a check (payable to Robert Hall) to the postal address shown on my Facebook campaign
page:
PO Box 59288, Schaumburg, IL, 60159-0288
Please identify yourself clearly. I will not accept money from corporations, organizations, anonymous
donors, or non-citizens.
If the rest of our politicians had the same philosophy, I wouldn't have to be President.
Thank you. Best wishes for a safe and thoughtful Labor Day.

147.
Simple Observations on the State of the Union
September 8, 2011
"Treason doth never prosper: what's the reason? Why, if it prosper, none dare call it treason." — Sir John
Harrington (1561-1612)
Fast forward to 2011: Life has become so distracting, we have to remind ourselves to step back, breathe, and
take in the big picture. When we do, we can recognize some major movements:
•
•
•

For the first time in world history, the East is conquering the West.
For the first time in U.S. history, the American middle class is being sacrificed to a global system of
financial aristocrats and peasants.
#1 and #2, above, operate in tandem.

Take heart. They are few and we are many.
(This is not meant to encourage class warfare. Were I to decide, every law-abiding American, even the most
unpleasant of billionaires, would grow in prosperity.)
If we are not, as "Dollar to the Giant" warns, "too numb to know it didn't have to be this way," we can
easily—so easily—turn things around. The aforementioned "major movements" are not inexorable forces of
nature. They are man-made, and they can be man-un-made. We can learn to sniff out a money trail and
recognize the differences between friends and enemies. Above all, perhaps, we must never concede that
politics is the preserve of the wealthy, or justice and humanity would fly out the window with any hopes for
our children's future.
Amazing, what we're missing, what's right under our noses:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Our futures are being decided by publicly traded multinational corporations that, frequently in
partnership with the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China, move our jobs and
productive economy offshore.
Our government works for these very same multinationals, which spend $ billions on political
campaigns and lobbyists, thereby controlling our elected officials and policies.
China's economy is subsidized by both the Chinese and U.S. governments.
Ever notice how American-taxpayer-funded stimulus spending falls flat in the U.S. but stimulates the
bejeezus out of China's manufacturing economy?
Multinational-sponsored media ignore our tragic real economy while hyping the non-productive,
fictitious economy of Wall Street and "the markets."
Meanwhile, the world's healthy economies are still making things and selling them.
Our nation's central bank, the Federal Reserve, a secretive collection of private banks and interests, is
not accountable to the American people. If judged by its actions, the Fed is in business to route the
country's money supply though Wall Street banks, cater to the financial aristocracy and its global
interests, and guarantee Wall Street profits and bonuses whether deserved or not—all at the expense

of the American citizens the Fed purports to serve. The average American citizen wouldn't know the
Federal Reserve from a pork chop, and the aristocracy wants to keep it this way.
If only our politicians cared for people the way they care for campaign money.
Some day. In the meantime, please do what you can to starve the multinationals and the traitors they
sponsor.
Buy American products from American companies. Vote for truly independent non-partisan candidates with
no ties to big money.
Interested in helping? Please see "Make Money With My Campaign (and Other Ways You Can Help)":

148.
OK, I’ll say something about the President’s jobs speech
September 11, 2011
Multinational corporate money staged another Democrats-vs.-Republicans puppet show on Thursday: the
President's so-called "jobs" speech. In the follow-through, both divisions of the multinational corporate
media, both left and right, are granting the President's performance—one of the most contemptuous and
contemptible in memory—enough legitimacy to keep us from hearing the smoke alarm. In time, they seem
to think, they'll get it all—at fire sale prices.
I could call the President's performance "diabolically clever," but I won't because it wasn't. It was simply
dishonest and (therefore) stupid. Those emerging from the spell of his oratory are encouraged to review his
speechwriters' actual words on the White House website:
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/08/address-president-joint-session-congress
I wonder whether the administration actually wants Main Street to recover, or if they even know we're in
trouble. Painful to contemplate, but the big money party that finances our nominal "two"-party system has
found its guy in Barack Obama. Expect a long parade of Republican candidates incapable of unseating the
President. The big money people have never had it better, and the GOP has been ordered to stand down.
(If they haven't actually been ordered to stand down, they have a lot of explaining to do.)
Anyway, back to the "jobs" speech and how to say "the check is in the mail" in Washing-talk:
Tax Cuts: More than 50% of this jobs plan is tax cuts. Specifically targeted is payroll, which—oh, by the
way—funds Social Security and Medicare. (Money which—oh, by the way—the multinational megabanks
would dearly love to get their hands on.) No, we should not raise taxes during times like these. But tax cuts,
if effective vote getters, are ineffective jobs creators, especially during times like these, when people save or
pay off debt. The "more-money-in-our-pockets" pitch benefits the multinationals. We've lost so much of
our manufacturing base, we can no longer cost-effectively stimulate the U.S. economy through
indiscriminate spending. Too many American dollars leak to offshore producers.
(Keynesians: require that stimulus money be spent on American-made products, and you won't have to work
so hard. Keynes himself said, "I sympathize . . . with those who would minimize economic entanglement
among nations. [Let] goods be homespun . . . and . . . let finance be primarily national.")
My candidacy speech calls for the elimination of personal and corporate income taxes, in part to "rehabilitate
politicians who campaign with tax promises."
Remember: in our country's post-World War II heyday, the top personal income tax rate was 91% and union
membership was at an all-time high. No, I am not advocating a return to either one, but there's a lesson
here. When this country was making money, creating wealth and opportunity through manufacturing, we
could afford ourselves and we weren't afraid of the future. Now we'll fight over the last piece of pie before

we'll bake a new one. Strange to some, we were much happier when taxes were higher and unions were
stronger.
Don't get sidetracked by scapegoating and wedge issues. We need to get back on our feet again—together,
as Americans. When we're making money again, if we really want, we can go back to squabbling as
Democrats and Republicans.
Free Trade Agreements: Our President hustling Panama, Colombia, and Korea free trade agreements in a
"pro"-jobs speech is an insult to the American electorate—and an obvious gift to his multinational sponsors,
who can't offshore American jobs fast enough. To insinuate that Koreans will drive "Fords and Chevys and
Chryslers" the way "Americans can buy Kias and Hyundais" is to display an astonishing (a) ignorance of
Koreans, (b) lack of business acumen, or (c) capacity for deceit, none of which is desirable in an American
President.
This proliferation of free trade agreements is a relatively recent phenomenon. In truth, we don't need them.
We can just trade. Multinational corporations lobby for "free" trade legislation so they can produce in
foreign countries to the greatest possible advantage, at the lowest possible cost, then exploit the $10-trillion
American consumer economy for as long as American pawn shops stay open and American credit cards
remain unrevoked. Free-trade deals frequently benefit American special interests, but they're one-way deals
for the overall American economy. We have the most to lose, so we invariably wind up losing it.
There are a lot of simple, sensible fixes for our trade problems, not the least of which are clearly articulated
in my four-minute "College Girl, Economy, Jobs" video:
The President and his backers could save our country—indeed, the world—a ton of trouble if they would
simply acknowledge the elephant in the middle of the room: a trade war we've been losing for decades, a
trade war in which the American consumer and government are strangely complicit, a trade war in which we
stubbornly refuse to defend ourselves, a trade war in which we have suffered more economic damage than in
all of our "real" wars combined.
Accordingly, when dealing with the communist dictatorship in China, the term "trade war" should be
rethought. As the People's Liberation Army declared a decade ago: nuclear weapons are obsolete. Modern
warfare is conducted through trade and finance. The implications of this should be reconsidered as well. For
example, China manufactures most of our electronics, including critical hardware for security and defense
applications. Why would China not build undetectable kill switches and back doors into every chip they sell
us? Is there any reason to believe this hasn't already been accomplished, or at least begun? China would
have only to hit the "Enter" key to bring our lives to a grinding halt. They could then dictate to us the new
terms of our continued existence.
Much as I hate to discourage the multi-trillion-dollar, multinational war industry—they've worked so hard to
school us in the ways of the outside world—war has changed forever. This can be a good thing. Instead of
fattening the war industry by spending taxpayer money on fireworks displays in foreign countries, we can
divert a significant portion of our defense budget to productive endeavors.
Small Business: To be sure, the President said some nice things about small business—surprisingly nice,
really, when you consider that his biggest fans are gigantic multinationals like BP. Of course, I like small
business, too. I was a small business owner for 25 years. A lot of big companies have begun as small
companies. But, all that said, we can do without the political happy talk that tacitly promotes the service
economy delusion. This country wasn't built by lawyers and dog fluffers—or by any other kind of small
business. Our country needs industry, big industry, big jobs creators: steel, electronics, glass, plastics,
textiles, clothing, chemicals, machinery, energy, automobiles—all the products we need for independence,

prosperity, and national security. Small businesses organize to supply—and, yes, service—what big business
creates.
(Environmentalists, please note: American factories are 5x - 10x cleaner than their Chinese counterparts.
Currently, more than 700,000 Chinese die every year from air pollution, while 25% of the air pollution in our
western states blows across the Pacific from China. One of the best things we can do for our planet is to
manufacture here in the U.S. Something else you might like to know: I ran a solar energy manufacturing
business 30 years ago.)
Education: Another vote getter that's getting old. Yes, our educational system is pathetic. No, American
workers are not unemployed because their educations are deficient. American workers are unemployed
because their legislators' educations are deficient.
Mr. President: send Congress to school. American workers are ready to work.
Multinational corporations game the system to hire foreigners at lower wages, but despite their self-serving
claims backed by campaign contributions, there is no shortage of capable Americans. In fact, American
workers are on average considerably more educated than their Chinese and Indian H-1B replacements.
This jobs plan, if taken seriously as a jobs plan and not as a cheap campaign speech, could have us barking
up the wrong tree for a long time. Instead of creating new wealth and growing, we would rearrange existing
wealth and shrink. The trade war would rage unacknowledged; China and the multinationals would continue
to advance with no resistance; we would lose even more jobs to free trade agreements. Instead of reindustrializing and protecting American interests, we would buy time with tax cuts and government
spending, the recipients of this spending no doubt selected by big campaign contributors and lobbyists. This
jobs plan would choke the public sector and domestic private sector, resulting in the overall diminution of
our country. We would sell the family silver until there was nothing left.
It's interesting and a bit audacious, I think, that President Obama referenced Abraham Lincoln in this jobs
speech, a speech with which Abraham Lincoln would not have been impressed. Lincoln had the integrity to
tell us:
"If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the
money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the
rails and the money both."
Abraham Lincoln also said, "You can't fool all of the people all of the time."
I wonder if he was thinking of anyone in particular.

149.
Your Job—Your Family—Could Be Next
September 19, 2011
A record number of Americans are now living in poverty: 46.2 million.*
•
•
•
•

22% of children age 17 and younger are living in poverty.
14.2% of adults age 25 - 34 are living "doubled-up" with their parents.
Of these, 45.3% have incomes below the poverty threshold of $945.33 per month.
31.6% of "female-householder-with-no-husband-present" families are also living in poverty.

Now consider:
Campaign 2012 spending could reach $7 billion.
Our politicians and media will do almost anything for that money. The multinational campaign financiers
expect big favors, big returns on their investment in American politics.
What are the chances any of them care anything about you?
What are the chances our nation will survive if we don't start supporting candidates like me?
—
*Source: www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/p60-239.pdf

150.
Two Quotes to Compare
September 20, 2011
"A very wise man . . . believed if a man were permitted to make all the ballads he need not care who should
make the laws of a nation, and we find that most of the ancient legislators thought that they could not well
reform the manners of any city without the help of a lyric, and sometimes of a dramatic poet." — Andrew
Fletcher (1655 - 1716)
"Permit me to issue and control the money of a nation, and I care not who makes its laws."— popularly
attributed to Mayer Amschel Rothschild (1744 - 1812)

151.
Two More Quotes: If Abraham Lincoln Were Alive Today
September 20, 2011
If Abraham Lincoln could see his country today, he'd solve our fundamental problems with one simple piece
of advice:
“If we purchase a product from China for twenty dollars, then we have the product and China the money.
But if we buy a product from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the product and the
money both.”
Why not? Aren't these words as true as when Lincoln first spoke them?
“If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the
money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the
rails and the money both.”
I will admit there have been some changes since Lincoln's day:
1. Our politicians are now controlled by multinationals that will not allow the U.S. Government to
defend American national interests.
2. England was not a communist dictatorship that considers the U.S. its main political, philosophical,
and military adversary.
Otherwise, people are still people. When will our people get back in the game?
(I wonder: if Abraham Lincoln were alive today, who would he vote for?)

152.
Class Warfare: Un-Intelligent if not Un-American
September 23, 2011
It seems every time we turn on the news, some expert is yammering about class warfare, rioting in the
streets, taxing the rich, taxing the corporations—nothing, ever, about working together as sane American
citizens to manufacture new wealth to pay for what we need.
We are defined—increasingly, distressingly—by what we hate. Yammering experts are hired by people who
understand this and use it to manipulate public opinion.
I'll leave you to imagine who these people are and what's in it for them.
But what's in it for us? Consider what will happen when we require wealthy individuals and corporations to
pay their fair share of income tax:
They will leave the United States and take their money with them.
The U.S. is not the only game in town—not any more, it's not.
Now, I will admit, a lot of wealthy individuals and corporations don't exactly give me the warm fuzzies
either, but I think it helps to calm down, take a deep breath, and realize:
We need their money.
We need their savvy.
We need their factories and jobs.
Wash my mouth out with soap, but we even need their greed—parts of it, anyway.
We can start by letting them bring home the $$$ trillions they're currently holding offshore to avoid the IRS
and the U.S. Congress. (I know a great way to capitalize a national infrastructure bank.)
In my candidacy speech, I recommend replacing our counterproductive income tax with a tax on
consumption—this, in part, to counter politicians who spout tax-related nonsense and class warfare to
distract ignorant voters.
A well-designed consumption tax is progressive but fair. The poor are not deprived. The rich are not
penalized. Everybody wins, except the multi-billion-dollar income-tax-related lobbies.
We should also abolish the corporate income tax. Reality check: no corporation has ever paid income tax.
Corporations simply pass this liability along in the form of higher prices on goods and services.

Ultimately, you and I pay all the bills for everything, including what the politicians steal while we agree to
look the other way. The bills we can't afford, we dump on our children.
Nothing will change, however, until we stop falling for the same old tricks.
Hate the lies. Hate ignorance. But when we hate each other, our real enemies have us exactly where they
want us.

153.
Class Warfare, cont.; Fairness, etc.
September 25, 2011
Our Presidents' (plural, not just Obama) campaign financiers campaign, cleverly, against their own class.
The vast majority of American voters are not wealthy, nor do we tend to (c'mon, admit it) independent
thought. We like candidates who talk about "fairness" in American life—typically related to money, taxes,
and the entities not earning or paying their fair share. The campaign financiers, a tiny minority of the world's
population, willingly don black hats to steer the majority of American voters to candidates hand-picked by
the campaign financiers.
After the hand-picked candidates are installed . . . well, we know what happens next. Yet we persist.
I don't blame the rich folks. They're protecting their interests—short-term, too often, but they're still better at
it than we are and we could learn something. With a little gumption, we could force the U.S. Government to
represent us, too. After all, we own the votes that the rich folks have to buy and the politicians have to earn.
I blame us—the buck really starts and stops here—but it's so difficult to get people's attention these days,
especially when they're trained to work against their own interests, I'll shift the blame to our official
representatives.
What were we thinking when we hired these people?
(Ooops, sorry, I'm blaming the voters again.)
At the very least, nobody can get a fair shake if our politicians spend most of their time fundraising for reelection. To this end, they legislate (including taxes) to maximize political campaign contributions. The
result is a system only the biggest checkbooks can penetrate—or so it dauntingly appears—and country of
origin is rarely a problem.
An American businessman might observe that many foreign economies—those successfully plundering the
American economy in the name of "globalization"—are well defined as "state capitalist." Increasingly, our
global competitors are national governments or nominally private enterprises powerfully supported by
national governments.
Our hypothetical (or not) American businessman (or woman) might be an exceptional asset to our country.
His factory and its suppliers might create enormous wealth manufacturing unglamorous products essential to
our lives. Together, they might employ thousands of people supporting children, local economies, and the
big American picture.
Lest we forget the government: our businessman and his suppliers create jobs that pay taxes and grow the tax
base to pay even more taxes—regardless, one might provoke, of how much or little our businesspeople
contribute with their personal income tax returns.*

You'd think any country would bend over backwards for such an engine of widespread prosperity, and
indeed the smart ones do. We lose some of our best and brightest every day.
But when our best-and-brightest wealth creators (note that this necessarily excludes friends of the Fed) need
help from the country they feed:
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The U.S. Government will rarely help them compete with imports to make payroll, even as American
jobs and lives are destroyed by offshore producers owned by adversarial regimes operating well
outside the law.
Our government offers tax incentives for American businesses to relocate offshore and keep their
money in foreign accounts.
In effect, our government routinely pays businesses to leave our country, but not to stay.
Businesses the world over are organized to manufacture in China, then ship the goods through (and
buy an origin label in) a country with which the U.S. has a free trade agreement.
Entrepreneurs and investors the world over organize businesses in countries with which the U.S. has
free trade agreements—Mexico, for example—then sell to the American consumer under protected
terms.
Panama should be popular when the multinationals get their way. It's already an established tax
haven, and China controls the ports at both ends of the canal.
American businesses are encouraged by our government's H-1B visa program to replace American
workers with lower-wage foreigners.
Businesses and individuals alike are encouraged by our tax system to abandon the real economy and
regular income rates for the fictitious economy of Wall Street and lower capital gains rates.
American business owners frequently get discouraged and close the doors, or—by the thousands—
sell their companies to foreign investors.

Fairness, one might surmise, is in the eye of the beholder and not easily described or agreed upon in an
unfair society. It would help, I think, if we caught a glimpse of it in our leaders every so often.
—
*It's worth noting that if we replace the income tax with a VAT, our wealthy individuals and corporations
will have little choice but to pay their fair share to the satisfaction of most critics.

154.
Saving the Rich from Themselves
September 26, 2011
M.S. Eccles, then of First Security Corporation, quoting Stuart Chase or William Trufant Foster in his
February 1933 statement to the Senate Finance Committee:*
“It is utterly impossible, as this country has demonstrated again and again, for the rich to save as much as
they have been trying to save, and save anything that is worth saving. They can save idle factories and
useless railroad coaches; they can save empty office buildings and closed banks; they can save paper
evidences of foreign loans; but as a class they can not save anything that is worth saving, above and beyond
the amount that is made profitable by the increase of consumer buying. It is for the interests of the well to
do—to protect them from the results of their own folly—that we should take from them a sufficient amount
of their surplus to enable consumers to consume and business to operate at a profit. [Eccles: "I am speaking
of business during normal times."] This is not ‘soaking the rich’; it is saving the rich. Incidentally, it is the
only way to assure them the serenity and security which they do not have at the present moment.”
Interesting advice from the pre-Federal Reserve Marriner Eccles, who apparently hadn't anticipated the rise
of competitive regimes in a global economy. Now, the rich can strip us bare and move on to the next
country, thus avoiding the results of their own folly.
In the last three years, China's GDP has grown more than 30%, while U.S. GDP has grown less than 2%—
thanks, in large part, to the rich and the American politicians they own.
I'm afraid none of them is going to find much serenity and security in the People's Republic of China.
—
*Eccles couldn't remember which economist he was quoting:
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/docs/meltzer/ecctes33.pdf

155.
ABC News Video: “Are American Infrastructure Jobs Being
Shipped to China?”
September 27, 2011
“Bringing America Back: Are Infrastructure Jobs Being Shipped to China?”
http://abcnews.go.com/US/bringing_america_back/american-infrastructure-jobs-shippedchina/story?id=14592567
To repeat an observation from my 9/26 note, "Saving the Rich from Themselves":
"In the last three years, China's GDP has grown more than 30%, while U.S. GDP has grown less than 2%—
thanks, in large part, to the rich and the American politicians they own."

156.
Campaign Day 1: “I look forward to it and hope you’re
worth my effort.” :-)
October 1, 2011
October 1: The first day of [my] campaign. Plans have changed.
I'm going it alone. I don't have any help—no driver to transport the clumsy stuff while I and my fellow
walkers walk; no fellow walkers, even; and not a dime in campaign contributions.
While a bit disappointing, this is not discouraging. On the contrary: it says I'm on the right track. My
country needs people like me.
For the foreseeable future, instead of just walking across the country like a normal person, I'll drive from
Point A to Point B, park, walk from B to A to B, drive from Point B to Point C, park, walk from C to B to C,
and so on.
Every challenge an opportunity, I just doubled the distance—and our chances of meeting on the trail.
I look forward to it and hope you're worth my effort.
Yes, of course I know how obnoxious this sounds. Good grief, I cringe just typing it.
But what if it's really true that we get what we deserve? What if we (ultimately and immediately) become
our own punishment?
If this is true, we have to conclude that Americans* simply do not deserve good leaders.
The bad people we've chosen, and why, are for another conversation—some day, maybe, if we ever have the
time.
Best, for now, to reject the endless parade of scapegoaters and the fear they exploit.
All human relationships are two-way streets. Sometimes, unusual people are willing to sacrifice everything
for the undeserving likes of you and me.
We might not be worth dying for.
But we can listen.
—

*American adults, that is. An old historian friend used to say, "most adults aren't worth the gunpowder to
blow 'em to Hell," and I sometimes wonder if he hadn't stumbled into the meaning of life. But a lot of
marginally tolerable adults have children and grandchildren who deserve better. I'm working for the kids.

157.
Lyrics: “Dollar to the Giant”
October 5, 2011
Echoing rust. Factory line.
Dead-child memory of another time.
The sign said this spot was USA—
Too young to know it didn’t have to be this way.
Sweat-stain genius, practical hands,
Built factories, built the goods, built the land.
First steps forgotten. History blind,
We’re connected to our roots by a credit line.
Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn’t fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant’s hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We gave up our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
Productivity’s children sleeping in chains.
Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.
Fear-fallen children couldn’t say no.
Wouldn’t read label made in Chinese. Where did the money go?
Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade.
Instead we’re led to every trap the giant made.
The future decided at the giant’s store—
Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.
Who are we doing this for?

The Giant from the East, a billion-head beast, feeding on the hopes of our young.
No resemblance of war, through the open door, mannequins of Mao Tse-Tung.
Invisible plans in the giant’s hands, temptation hit our stores in a flood.
And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We traded in our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.
©2008 Robert Hall
Music By Robert Hall (ASCAP)

158.
A Broken Computer, a Valuable Reminder
October 5, 2011
My dying hard drive is symbolic.
For the moment, I'm lucky to have a spare laptop, but how would I—how would this country—survive if our
telecom infrastructure went down?
Yes, "survive"—as in "life and death." Listen up. (Darn it.)
For years now, most of the world's electronics have been manufactured by the world's adversary: the
communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China.
Offended by my description? Then you should know the Chinese constitution officially declares China a
communist dictatorship. It should also include the words "cruelty" and "slavery."
Do you honestly think they plan to treat our people any better than they treat their own?
(Now if that question doesn't bear repeating. . . .)
In the three years since I wrote "Dollar to the Giant," China's economy has grown more than 30%—thanks,
mostly, to U.S. elected officials and the U.S. consumers who voted them into office.
The Chinese People's Liberation Army wrote more than a decade ago: warfare, as we know it, is obsolete.
Do not be fooled by the American rocket's red glare. Modern warfare is conducted through trade, finance,
and electronics.
While it might be perversely amusing to watch our campaigning politicians pretend to confront China while
China confronts us back, it's important—vitally so—to wake up and stop being such amused perverts.
We've been in a trade war for decades. Make no mistake about it: this is real war. The trade deficit has
inflicted more damage on our country—and its children—than any nuclear attack.
Now consider this: if you were the People's Republic of China and your half-witted enemies asked you to
manufacture their electronics—including critical electronics for defense and national security—what would
you do?
At the very least—not being a dimwit yourself—you'd build undetectable kill switches and back doors into
every electronic circuit you sold.
(Remember the computers we sold to Iraq?)

That way, when you wanted, you could bring the world to its knees with a keystroke.
"Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade. / Instead we're led to every trap the giant made."
At the moment, I'm trusting that some, though not all, of my messages will be permitted to reach their
destinations.
But I feel safer meeting with real people who know that "the price of freedom is eternal vigilance."
A thought provoker, attributed to legendary American historian Charles Beard:
“It is sobering to reflect that one of the best ways to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these
days is to go about repeating the very phrases which our founding fathers used in the struggle for
independence.”
Tired of Democrats and Republicans? Tired of feeling helpless? Ready to get involved?

159.
“Great ideas. How ya gonna do this?”
October 6, 2011
Even though Democrats and Republicans will spend $ billions on the 2012 campaign
(yes, $ billions to land a government job that pays $400,000. Any guesses why?)
remember, they'll be spending this money to separate us from our votes—yours and mine.
We own the votes. Politicians should have to earn them. Campaign financiers will always have to buy
them.
With the barest of minimal efforts, we can invest our precious votes in non-partisan, non-special-interest
candidates to represent—and accomplish—the real interests of all Americans.
Let me add to this all-American wish list:
•
•
•

Candidates with no ties to big money.
Candidates who educate rather than exploit.
Candidates who want nothing for themselves.

Yes, these old-fashioned oddities really do exist. Some have already declared their candidacies. Some have
not. Not yet.
When such a President is chosen by The People—hopefully, before it's too late—he or she will, by definition
in our rigged political system, have The People's trust and support.
Call me what you will (I prefer "patriot" to "whistle-blower" or "snitch"), I will never hesitate to take
America's interests to the American people—over the heads of Congress, over the Supreme Court, over the
Federal Reserve—whenever necessary.
It will be necessary, time and again. The media will love it. Our children deserve it.
The People need a trustworthy advocate in Washington. We need someone we can depend on to tell us when
our representatives are representing someone else, so we can vote intelligently.
A truly independent nonpartisan with no ties to big money can do this.
Just think what will happen when we push aside the special interests.
No more Democrats. No more Republicans.
Just Americans. With jobs and opportunity.

We can do this.
If we spread the word, this whole-great-big-beautiful country will know:
We can do this.

160.
Unemployment Worsens to 16.5% or 23.1%
October 7, 2011
The "headline" unemployment rate is holding at 9.1%, but the official U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics U-6
figure has jumped from 16.2% to 16.5%:
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t15.htm [September data later revised]
Include the long-term unemployed and discouraged (as our government did 30 years ago, as
ShadowStats.com does today) and unemployment has jumped from 22.8% to 23.1%.
This is not part of any natural or cyclical downturn we're naturally going to recover from. This is
globalization, and it's pretty darned unnatural. Everything Americans have worked for since Plymouth Rock
is being plundered by insiders and parceled out to global competitors—while our elected officials, bought
and paid for by the globalists, pretend to be doing their jobs.
It doesn't have to be this way. "College Girl, Economy, Jobs" solves the problem in 4 minutes:
Please don't tell me how awful you feel on your way to Walmart.
In the three years since I wrote "Dollar to the Giant," China's economy has grown by more than 30%, while
the U.S. economy has grown less than 2%.
Are we connecting the dots yet?
So what are we waiting for?

161.
Strange New Unemployment Record & How to Fix
October 8, 2011
Are you sitting down? Take a look at “Average Weeks Unemployed”*

Another record, another road sign. The graph supports what I said yesterday:
“This is not part of any natural or cyclical downturn we're naturally going to recover from. This is
globalization, and it's pretty darned unnatural. Everything Americans have worked for since Plymouth Rock
is being plundered by insiders and parceled out to global competitors—while our elected officials, bought
and paid for by the globalists, pretend to be doing their jobs.”
Unemployment—and its undeniable agony—will continue to work their way up the income ladder. Lowerskill jobs were only the first to be sent offshore.
No, I won't say your job might be next. I'll let you figure this out for yourself.
Even if you're perched in the top 1%, making a "good" living at your country's and your children's expense
(for example, by deepening the U.S. trade deficit or by aiding and abetting the fictitious economy)
how long can this go on?
America's decline crosses party lines. Republicans and Democrats are equally culpable yet equally
uninterested in righting their wrongs. Both parties are equally controlled by the big multinational money
currently dismantling the U.S. economy.

We're out of options. If we want our country to survive, if we want our children to have a place to call
"home," we have no choice but to vote for independent nonpartisan candidates with no connections to
political parties, lobbyists, special interests, or big money.
Don't say it can't be done. Think about recycling. One plastic bottle doesn't make a hill of difference, but
some of our stubbornest citizens eventually learned that
1 plastic bottle x 312 million Americans x 365 days per year, adds up to
more than 113 billion plastic bottles per year. That's a pretty big pile of plastic bottles.
By the same token, 10 dollars per American per day, reallocated from foreign-made goods to Americanmade goods, adds up to
more than 1.1 trillion dollars per year. That's a lot of jobs.
Now just think:
If enough Americans vote for the best candidate, even if the best candidate doesn't stand a chance of
winning, then the best candidate wins.
And we all win.
—
*http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/LNU03008275?rid=50

162.
Corporate Profits Good, Corporate Power Bad
October 9, 2011
With popular discontent currently soft-focused on vague misunderstandings of "Wall Street," I thought I'd
remind folks not to throw the baby out with the bathwater (or hate the sins rather than the sinners, or look in
the mirror first, or some such useful cliché).
We should be encouraging rich people and rich corporations to produce, create jobs, and keep their money
here in America.
Just keep their money out of American politics.
Of course, they will never do this voluntarily. We will need to do it for them.
For neat explanations of how eliminating all income taxes—personal and corporate—would benefit all
Americans, please see my candidacy speech.
That said . . .
Remember the "Financial WMDs" blamed for the 2008 meltdown? Not only have they gone unregulated,
they're growing like mushrooms. Take a look at this before the government takes it down:
“OCC’s Quarterly Report on Bank Trading and Derivatives Activities, Second Quarter 2011”
www.occ.gov/topics/capital-markets/financial-markets/trading/derivatives/dq211.pdf
From the first page:
"The notional amount of derivatives held by insured U.S. commercial banks increased $5.3 trillion, or 2.2%,
from the first quarter of 2011 to $249 trillion. Notional derivatives are 11.6% higher than a year ago."
$249 Trillion.
With a T.

163.
Occupy Wall Street? A Call For Cooler Heads
October 10, 2011
The Wall Street protests worry me. So does their timing. Much as I'm encouraged by the protesters' energy,
I'm afraid it will be misdirected and defused.
It's not 100% impossible that this has been the plan all along. "Wall Street & Co." are projected to spend $6
- $7 billion on Campaign 2012. Shrewd proprietors of a crooked casino, they leave little to chance. What
better way to protect their investment than to crush the resistance well in advance of Election Day?
Wall Street owns the media. The media, tragically, control public opinion. The media effectively use this
power to discredit the opposition.
Don't be surprised when the mainstream media don't give equal time to effective critics, or when they allow
the ineffective ones to look like buffoons.
Let's say "Occupy Wall Street" was not an inside job by the top 1%. Who's to say the movement won't be—
or hasn't been—hijacked by big money?
Any movement—certainly, any viable third political party—will attract opportunists. The Tea Party is a
relevant example. It might—just might—have begun with honest intentions, but it soon gained momentum
and, of course, funding from multinationals, free traders, and billionaires.
Some of us are old enough to remember more than one Presidential election decided by hatred for the
previous administration.
Some of us are old enough to remember the expression, "out of the frying pan, into the fire."
Be cool. If we don't allow ourselves to be divided by wedge issues, we can outmaneuver the manipulators
and arrive at our destination.
Remember, there is only one political party in the United States: Money. Both parties feed at the same
trough.
“Clowns to the left of me. Jokers to the right. Here I am: Stuck in the middle with you.”

164.
What kind of person sees what needs to be done and doesn’t
do it?
October 10, 2011
That’s all. Just this question.

165.
What do you MEAN “there’s nothing we can do about it”?
October 12, 2011
Of course, I can see American spirits running low. But don't think for a minute that "we can't do anything
about it."
And for cryin' out loud, don't say it—especially in front of a child. Young spirits are crushed, young lives
are ruined, every day, by ignorant, cynical adults who. . . .
The truth is, we are the ONLY people who can do anything about it.
We own the votes.
Big Multinational Money will spend $ billions on Campaign 2012 trying to reach you and me—American
voters and consumers—because they know:
We own the votes.
We vote with our votes on Election Day. We vote with our dollars on every day.
We are where the power lives.
Why does it feel like we're being trained to believe we have no power?
Who are these trainers?
What do they want?

166.
Job-Killing Trade Deals Pass. Obama and Tea Party FlipFlop.
October 13, 2011
While we were distracted:
“Job-Killing Trade Deals Pass Congress Amidst Record Democratic Opposition. Obama and Tea
Party Flip Flop on Fair Trade Campaign Commitments.”
Statement of Lori Wallach, Director of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch:
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2011/10/job-killing-trade-deals-pass-congress-amidst-recorddemocratic-opposition.html

167.
China Said This. You Should Know This.
October 14, 2011
(From my 10/21/10 article, “A Rare Look Inside The Chinese Mind.” The politically incorrect will
recognize China's considerable headway over the past year.)
From a conversation* between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a U.S. delegation to China:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clark Bowers: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
Mo Xiusong: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may take
well over a hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
Clark Bowers: Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or
their economic environment still exist?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be against the laws of science.
Clark Bowers: As part of your reform, do you even desire to ever allow for anti-Socialist political
parties?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be unconstitutional.
Clark Bowers: Do you have any desire to change this part of the constitution?
Mo Xiusong: No, the people wouldn't support it.
Clark Bowers: Who speaks for the people of China?
Mo Xiusong: The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their
mind.
Mo Xiusong continues: The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that
tore the social fabric of the USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, and history has vindicated our leadership by the economic and political stability that has
followed.

Dollar to the Giant note: Surprisingly few Americans remember that the Communist Party of China created
the People's Liberation Army long before there was a People's Republic of China. The CCP and PLA then—
“out of the barrel of a gun,” in Mao's words—established the People's Republic of China. Essentially, they
are all one and the same.
When we buy Chinese-made goods, our money supports the People's Liberation Army. When multinational
corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist Party—worth thinking about
now that people are thinking about “Wall Street.” Follow the money trail and you will not bark up the wrong
tree.
—
*Quoted in Beating the Unbeatable Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D., pages 408 – 410

168.
All-Time Record Trade Loss. What To Do.
October 17, 2011
Our trade deficit/damage/loss with China for August 2011 was $28,955,700,000—$ billions worse than July
2011.
This is an all-time record for one month. We're on pace to set an all-time record for one year.
As I noted on October 8, we're also setting all-time records for long-term unemployment and economic
depression.
Psychological depression, too, if truth could be told.
We Americans are stimulating China's economy—and destroying our own—like there's no tomorrow.
Like there's no tomorrow. . . .
In the last three years for which we have complete data—2008, 2009, 2010—China's economy grew more
than 30%, while ours grew less than 2%.
The U.S. economy cannot possibly recover at the same time it's being sacrificed to the People's Republic of
China.
American children, one should recognize, are also being sacrificed to the People's Republic of China.
Confucius (who probably never met Chairman Mao) said: "The way out is through the door. Why is it that
no one will use this method?"
The U.S. Census Bureau said: "household goods and toys, games, and sporting goods" were responsible for
the $2.2 billion July-August increase in our trade deficit with China.
Stop waiting for the government to do something about it. By now, we all know who these guys are working
for. We can change things come November 2012.
Meanwhile, get in the habit of reading origin labels. They're there to help us.
If it's made in China, you don't need it.
We voting, consuming, American citizens have made our own mess.
We vote for the wrong people.
Then we buy Chinese products and vote for the wrong future.

169.
Thoreau, Confucius
October 17, 2011
Thoreau, Walden:
“There are a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to one who is striking at the root, and it may be that he
who bestows the largest amount of time and money on the needy is doing the most by his mode of life to
produce that misery which he strives in vain to relieve.”
Confucius, Analects:
“When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable position, be ashamed
of yourself.”

170.
More From Confucius, Some About China
October 18, 2011
My correspondents are having so much fun with the quotations I sent and posted yesterday, I'll send and post
some more.
This might be a good time for me to repeat what should be obvious: I do not hate the Chinese. I minored in
Chinese history, so my mature respect and admiration can be assumed. However, every government is an
expression of the governed, and the Chinese people must be responsible for the horrors, ideologies, and
inhumanities of the Chinese Communist Party, the People's Liberation Army, and the so-called "country"
(rather a military-industrial base) they've created: the People's Republic of China.
I will remind the Chinese people they have not always been thus. They, too, have forgotten where they came
from.
(They've strayed even more than we have.)
We cannot lower our guard. Modern China is our most dangerous and committed adversary.
But Ancient China can still be inspiring.
From the Analects of Confucius, the wisdom China once held sacred:
Do not do to others what you do not want them to do to you.
A man with clever words and an ingratiating appearance is seldom a man of humanity.
If the superior man is not grave, he will not inspire awe, and his learning will not be on a firm foundation.
The superior man does not seek fulfillment of his appetite nor comfort in his lodging. He is diligent in his
duties and careful in his speech. He associates with men of moral principles and thereby realizes himself.
Such a person may be said to love learning.
A good man does not worry about not being known by others but rather worries about not knowing them.
A ruler who governs his state by virtue is like the north polar star, which remains in its place while all the
other stars revolve around it.
Have no depraved thoughts.
Lead the people with governmental measures and regulate them by law and punishment, and they will avoid
wrongdoing but will have no sense of honor and shame. Lead them with virtue and regulate them by the
rules of propriety, and they will have a sense of shame and, moreover, set themselves right.

A man who reviews the old so as to find out the new is qualified to teach others.
The superior man is broadminded but not partisan; the inferior man is partisan but not broadminded.
He who learns but does not think is lost; he who thinks but does not learn is in danger.
To say that you know when you do know and say that you do not know when you do not know—that is
knowledge.
To see what is right and not to do it is cowardice.
Only the man of humanity knows how to love people and hate people.
If you set your mind on humanity, you will be free from evil.
Wealth and honor are what every man desires. But if they have been obtained in violation of moral
principles, they must not be kept. Poverty and humble station are what every man dislikes. But if they can
be avoided only in violation of moral principles, they must not be avoided. If a superior man departs from
humanity, how can he fulfill that name? A superior man never abandons humanity even for the lapse of a
single meal. In moments of haste, he acts according to it. In times of difficulty or confusion, he acts
according to it.
A superior man in dealing with the world is not for anything or against anything. He follows righteousness
as the standard.
The superior man thinks of virtue; the inferior man thinks of possessions. The superior man thinks of
sanctions; the inferior man thinks of personal favors.
If one's acts are motivated by profit, he will have many enemies.
The superior man understands righteousness. The inferior man understands profit.
The superior man wants to be slow in word but diligent in action.
When substance exceeds refinement, one becomes rude. When refinement exceeds substance, one becomes
urbane. It is only when one's substance and refinement are properly blended that he becomes a superior man.
The man of humanity first of all considers what is difficult in the task and then thinks of success. Such a
man may be called humane.
The superior man extensively studies literature and restrains himself with the rules of propriety. Thus he will
not violate the Way.
A man of humanity, wishing to establish his own character, also establishes the character of others, and
wishing to be prominent himself, also helps others to be prominent. To be able to judge others by what is
near to ourselves may be called the method of realizing humanity.
Confucius fished with a line but not a net. While shooting he would not shoot a bird at rest.

A man who can be entrusted with an orphaned child, delegated with the authority over a whole state, and
whose integrity cannot be violated even in the face of a great emergency—is such a man a superior man? He
is a superior man indeed!
Let a man be stimulated by poetry, established by the rules of propriety, and perfected by music.
Confucius was completely free from four things: he had no arbitrariness of opinion, no dogmatism, no
obstinacy, and no egotism.
The commander of three armies may be taken away, but the will of even a common man may not be taken
away from him.
When his mat was not straight, Confucius did not sit on it.
A man who is strong, resolute, simple, and slow to speak is near to humanity.
No state can exist without the confidence of the people.
The superior man brings the good things of others to completion and does not bring the bad things of others
to completion. The inferior man does just the opposite.
In your government what is the need of killing? If you desire what is good, the people will be good. The
character of a ruler is like wind and that of the people is like grass. In whatever direction the wind blows, the
grass always bends.
There is good government when those who are near are happy and those far away desire to come.
The superior man is dignified but not proud; the inferior man is proud but not dignified.
The superior man understands moral principles; the inferior man understands profit.
The superior man is ashamed that his words exceed his deeds.
A resolute scholar and a man of humanity will never seek to live at the expense of injuring humanity. He
would rather sacrifice his life in order to realize humanity.
The superior man regards righteousness as the substance of everything. He practices it according to the
principles of propriety. He brings it forth in modesty. And he carries it to its conclusion with faithfulness.
He is indeed a superior man!
The superior man does not promote a man on the basis of his words; nor does he reject his words because of
the man.
The superior man seeks the Way and not a mere living. There may be starvation in farming, and there may
be riches in the pursuit of studies. The superior man worries about the Way and not about poverty.
When a man's knowledge is sufficient for him to attain his position but his humanity is not sufficient for him
to hold it, he will lose it again. When his knowledge is sufficient for him to attain it and his humanity is
sufficient for him to hold it, if he does not approach the people with dignity, the people will not respect him.
If his knowledge is sufficient for him to attain it, his humanity sufficient for him to hold it, and he

approaches the people with dignity, yet does not influence them with the principle of propriety, it is still not
good.
When it comes to the practice of humanity, one should not defer even to his teacher.
In education there should be no class distinction.
In words all that matters is to express the meaning.
Friendship with the upright, with the truthful, and with the well informed is beneficial. Friendship with those
who flatter, with those who are meek and who compromise with principles, and with those who talk cleverly
is harmful.
Although a man may want to shut his eyes to the sun and the moon, what harm does it do to them? It would
only show in large measure that he does not know his own limitations.

171.
Useful Advice for Wall Street Protesters
October 19, 2011
Watch this short video:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
Pay attention when the smart, pretty girl asks:
"Why invest in them when they don't invest in you?"
Now take a good look at your clothes, your shoes, your money habits.
We, my friends, are not only Wall Street protesters.
We are Wall Street.
—
For every thousand hacking at the branches of evil, there is one striking at the root.

172.
Ignore the Dow. Pay attention to trade.
October 22, 2011
We really have to stop being cowed by people with money.
Wall Street, once a source of capital for American industry, has become a multinational casino. We are
bombarded by round-the-clock messages stressing the importance of the "markets" while the real economy
and simple truth remain shrouded in neglect.
No new wealth is created by Wall Street gambling. There are winners and losers; for every dollar won, a
dollar is lost; and, in the long run, the "House" always wins. Existing wealth (built by industrial America) is
redistributed from working- and middle-class gamblers (in the bottom 99%) to the House (in the top 1%).
This does not help our country or its people.
The House invests part of its loot in social control, promoting its indispensability through House-sponsored
politicians and campaigns, House-sponsored media, "think" tanks, "experts," and whatnot that establish
conventional wisdom and compliance.
This social control succeeds. When the House gets too greedy and its house of cards comes crashing down,
official spokesmen—from big banks, the Federal Reserve, the Treasury, academia, media, you name it—
have only to remind American taxpayers that the entire country, indeed the entire world, hangs in the
balance, depending, as we all know, on the "health" of Wall Street. They tell us they need money, a lot of
money—now!—and to hand it over, including what rightfully belongs to our children.
And so we hand it over. Not only do we support the House with our taxes and offspring, but by purchasing
the House's products and services.
The House skins us almost every time we shop—unless, of course, we have the sense to spend our money in
ways that don't come back to bite us.
(Spending our money on goods produced by the Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation
Army/People's Republic of China has come back to bite us in a big way, by the way.)
Wall Street might represent a lot of money on paper (for example, $249 trillion in derivatives can sound
scary), but remember: it's paper, printed by a casino and backed by propaganda. Like most economic
notions, what's important is what people believe is important.
The "real" economy, however, is something not dreamed up by academics and opportunists.
Regardless of what happens in the "markets" (a smart-sounding word usually meaning "human beings driven
by self-interest"), people need food, clothing, shelter, energy, transportation, security, and recreation.

The more of life's essentials we purchase from other countries, the less we purchase from ourselves, the more
we cripple our ability to provide for ourselves.
(Of course, the more we purchase from other countries, the more we fatten Wall Street's offshore producers.)
What kinds of "leaders" would allow their country to become dependent on any foreigners, much less
malevolent foreigners, for its day-to-day survival?
What kinds of "leaders" would allow their country to surrender its tools?
The trade deficit is immensely more important than the stock market. If I—or someone like me—had been
President when Wall Street demanded $700 billion and got away with $ trillions (including $35 billion for
Gaddafi's bank, it will be remembered), Wall Street's representatives would not have been so graciously
accommodated, and life would have gone on.
Then again, someone like me would never have allowed—much less encouraged—his fellow citizens to give
up their real economy and their tools in the first place.
Don't be fooled or intimidated by the top 1%. There are so few of them. There are so many of us.
They are nothing without our votes—one of the few tools we have left.

173.
Fixing The Economy With A 20-Second Video
October 25, 2011
First of a new series I'm calling “60 Seconds From The Road”:
“60 Seconds from the Road #1” (video)
This one's only 20 seconds long, but that's all it needed.

174.
Is China’s Military Saginaw’s Biggest Employer?
October 29, 2011
“60 Seconds From The Road #2” (video)
Consider this:
The Communist Party of China built an army—the People's "Liberation" Army—before they established a
country. Together—"out of the barrel of a gun," to quote Chairman Mao—the Party and the Army
established the communist dictatorship (their words, not mine) of the People's Republic of China.
The CPC, PLA, and PRC are, for all intents and purposes, one and the very same.
Now consider the text of my new video:
“The biggest employer in Saginaw is China. This is Nexteer. Last year, it was sold to the city of Beijing,
then quickly resold to state-owned AVIC, which was created during the Korean War, before the U.S. and
China took the fighting to Wall Street and Walmart. Chinese media said, ‘acquiring technologies [and]
manufacturing facilities from leading foreign companies is a shortcut for domestic manufacturers.’¹ On
AVIC's website, the owners of Nexteer declare their mission to ‘strengthen the military forces and enrich the
people [through] market-oriented reform . . . capital operation [and] globalization-based development.’²
Yesterday, GM invested $215 million in its Saginaw Metal Casting Operation. On the same day, China
committed another $150 million to Nexteer. With one brave exception, nobody in Saginaw would talk to me
about Nexteer or China.”
Things are tough here in Saginaw. I wouldn't want to have to make a living in this town—or in the direction
our entire country is headed. But a deal with the Devil is no deal at all, and never necessary.
Where are the statesmen? Where are the leaders?
Where are the Americans?
Right here, Chairman Mao. You know where to find me.
—
¹http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2011-04/11/content_12306250.htm
²www.avic.com.cn/cn/EnglishVersion/FromthePresident/index.shtml

175.
Easy Ways To Make Things Happen
October 31, 2011
1. Change one mind every week.
We can't afford to waste time preaching to the choir, seeking comfort in people who agree with us, or
arguing for the sake of being "right." Nothing of tangible value gets accomplished this way. (At this point
in our nation's history, we have no choice but to concern ourselves with "tangible" value.) Instead, we
should spend more time talking, personally, with people who disagree with us. We can be educating and
changing minds. Think about the last election that disappointed you. If everyone on your side had invested
a little more time in your opponents, changing just one mind and one vote each, the election results would
have been different.
2. Listen to what you disagree with.
This is how we develop the ability to think critically. For example: "liberals" should spend equal time on
"conservative" interpretations of events, and vice-versa. Hear the hired guns take apart each other's
arguments. After a while, you'll do this for yourself automatically. You'll be less partisan and less easily
manipulated. A theory of mine: key to the two-party system is that neither party can make complete sense.
If one party made complete sense, there would be no room for argument. How, then, would the money
people keep us blaming each other?
3. Remember where we came from.
This country started with nothing, and we've been in tight spots before. We wouldn't be here today if the
early generations buckled or sold out under pressure.
4. Every day, spend a little less on foreign-made goods, a little more on American-made goods.
No need to spend more money overall, just reallocate. Workers and consumers are the same people. See
"College Girl, Economy, Jobs"
5. Forward useful e-mails, but never rely on electronic communication.
Electronics are too easily bugged, hacked, and disabled by outside sources. Our entire telecommunications
infrastructure is being replaced with equipment manufactured by the People's Republic of China, which
considers the U.S. its main adversary. In 2009, there were more than 7,300 reported cases of China shipping
counterfeit and defective electronics to U.S. security and defense agencies. Someday soon, we might have to
drum, smoke, or otherwise signal our messages from town to town. It can't hurt to be prepared. We can
practice by talking with one another—eye-to-eye, face-to-face—the old-fashioned, real human being way. It
might even be fun.

176.
My Visit to Occupy Wall St. in Flint, Michigan
November 2, 2011
“60 Seconds From The Road #3” (video)
Today, I visited the Occupy Wall St. encampment in Flint, Michigan, which looks enough like a hobo jungle
that it unnerves the locals.
At first, some occupiers seemed suspicious of me—perhaps a bit aggressive—as if they'd had some
experience with reporters, detractors, and opportunists.
But we talked like real human beings, and the real human beings I met in the Flint encampment were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Professional and underemployed
Retired and financially comfortable
Educated and skilled but underemployed
Surprisingly well aware of the importance of American manufacturing
Passionate, engaged
Angrily patriotic
Purposeful, determined, imbued with responsibility
Generous, compassionate
Polite
Hopeful
Openly sensitive and spiritual
More focused on Wall Street's crimes than Wall Street's money
More focused on Washington's crimes than you might guess
Parents with children

Yep, these people are a menace. . . .

177.
“Remains Of Ancient Race Of Job Creators Found In Rust
Belt”—the ONION
November 2, 2011
the ONION gets it. Our global competitors get it. American voters are beginning to get it.
Washington doesn't get it at all.
“Remains Of Ancient Race Of Job Creators Found In Rust Belt”
www.theonion.com/articles/remains-of-ancient-race-of-job-creators-found-in-r,26490

178.
New “Road” Video, More Chinese Attacks on U.S. Industry
November 3, 2011
“60 Seconds From The Road #4” (video)
Genuine rocket scientist Charles William Kauffman stood up to China and wound up punished and betrayed
by the University of Michigan.
See also:
“Chinese hackers launched summer offensive on US chemical industry”
www.csmonitor.com/USA/2011/1101/Report-Chinese-hackers-launched-summer-offensive-on-USchemical-industry

179.
China Fails To Provide Its Enemies With Adequate Weapons
November 8, 2011
This is not a joke. Our so-called "leadership" might be a joke—an inconceivably cruel one—but this is
hardly a laughing matter:
“U.S. Senators say China supplying bogus weapons parts”
www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/08/us-china-weapons-idUSTRE7A70FF20111108
How is it even remotely sane for us to buy anything, much less defense and security, from a committed
military and commercial adversary?
This is what happens when our nation's decisions are made by, our politicians funded by, offshore
producers—and there is nothing sane about it.
Almost three years ago, I featured Richard A. McCormack's "U.S. Government Finds Thousands Of
Counterfeit Electronics From China In Avionics Weapon Supply Chain" in my "Foxes, Hens, Trojan Horses"
mailing.
At the time, I offended some readers with my quote from Kurt Vonnegut:
"True terror is to wake up one morning and discover that your high school class is running the country."
I'll add another classic you might recognize, this from Frank Zappa:
"Politics is like high school with guns and more money."
From 2008 - 2010, the GDP of the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China grew by more
than 30%, while ours struggled on life support and less than 2% growth.
How many more American jobs?
How many more American homes?
How many more American lives?
Will be lost—forever—before Americans wake up and finally do something about these high school boys
who are ruining our lives?

180.
Late-night cafe, Detroit
November 10, 2011
I love Michigan. Michigan breaks my heart. What a manufacturing powerhouse this place was. Birthplace
of the American middle class. I'd call it a "gold mine," but no gold mine ever fed so many. Detroit—
Detroit!—led our nation in home ownership.
You should see it now. No, really, you should. It's long been said that "what happens to Michigan, happens
to the rest of the country," so come to Michigan and see where you're going.
Of course, I can hear the same old blaming. But consider this: Henry Ford paid what many considered
"excessively" high wages to (a) attract and retain the best workers, and (b) to give Ford employees the
money to buy Ford products. And buy Ford products, they did. They didn't stop there. American workers
spent their American wages on an increasing variety of American goods and services, and the American
economy grew to be the envy of the world.
It must never be forgotten that workers and consumers are the same people.
(Two more words for undereducated politicians: "tax base.")
Something else to put in your pipe and smoke: during our post-WWII economic heyday, while a Republican
(Ike) was President, the top personal income tax rate was over 90% (still over 50% with loopholes), union
membership was at an all-time high, and it meant something more to call oneself "American."
Now, I'm afraid, we've so given up any hope of achieving happiness, we put most of our effort into being
"right."
Think about it. Think about how we really spend our time. We pick our reading and listening material, news
programs, entertainment, politicians, consumer products, friends, attitudes, philosophies, memories,
histories, even some of our spiritual beliefs and spouses, more often than not, in an effort to be "right."
Seriously, now: would you rather be "right" or happy?
Clearly, there is no shortage of opportunists promising both.
I think it's possible to be both. I'll skip the philosophical push-pull and ask you to consider an attitude that
could help us all.
Our country needs jobs. We need to restore opportunity to American life.
Beneath the surface, past the wedge issues, around the multinational corporate media "reporting," Tea Party
people and Occupy Wall Street people are people—American people motivated by the same basic personal

financial concerns. If our country had a prosperous manufacturing economy, we wouldn't have heard from
either camp.
But in these times, both movements deserve our respect. No question that the
political/financial/entertainment complex has commandeered both movements, but most of the activists have
energy and purpose.
Just imagine what they—we, as Americans—could accomplish if the Tea Partiers and Occupiers discovered
they really have the same purpose and, accordingly, pooled their energy.
Let us resolve to work together, as Americans, to get the American economy back on its feet. After we're
rolling in dough again, we can go back to fighting over wedge issues and living out our differences.
If we really want to.

181.
Put Me In The White House Or Put Up With Obama For
Another Four Years
November 12, 2011
Two months ago, in my September 11 commentary on the President's hideous "jobs" speech, I wrote:
"Painful to contemplate, but the big money party that finances our nominal 'two'-party system has found its
guy in Barack Obama. Expect a long parade of Republican candidates incapable of unseating the President.
The big money people have never had it better, and the GOP has been ordered to stand down."
Well? Are you convinced yet?
Regardless of the money and talent at their disposal, the Republican Party will be offering you a Presidential
candidate with less chance of winning than I have.
Literally: less chance of winning than I have.
The campaign financiers—the top 1%—long ago decided the 2012 election. Over the next year, they will
spend $ billions trying to entertain you otherwise.
The only candidate capable of defeating the incumbent puppet is me or someone like me: a real candidate, a
People's candidate, with no ties to big money.
If you found my subject line aggressive, please know:
If I thought our nation could survive another four years of Obama, the top 1%, and the lives and
opportunities they destroy, I would not be doing what I'm doing.
But I can't do this alone, and it won't happen unless we make it happen together.
If you're sick and tired of Democrats and Republicans, if you're not willing to bet your future on four more
years of Obama, it's time to get behind me—or someone like me—and push like you've never pushed
before.
We've got one year. We can do this. We'll need volunteers.
I'm on the road. Sleeves are up. Gloves are off.
I'm all yours. Write me.

182.
That said, I’m busting my **** for the top 1%, too.
November 12, 2011
"A society, a nation, either works or it doesn't. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody's children."
Eliminate the special interests and treasonous—yes, Treasonous—politicians, and we are not Democrats and
Republicans, haves and have-nots, or citizens of a world busy robbing us.
We are Americans.
But we are easily distracted and pitted against one another. How can the average American—manipulated
by offshore producers and their operatives in media and government—be expected to understand our country
has been handed a pink slip?
The top 1% are no less oblivious.
Well, not the entire top 1%. Think who's sitting at the very top of the top 1%. The fattest checkbook, the
cleverest player of all:
The People's Republic of China.
The bottom 99% of the top 1% need to realize they're way out of their league. They're being used and their
days are numbered.
Too:
Mega-wealthy Americans accomplish nothing if they starve the American goose. They and their children
will enjoy greater long-term wealth and security by cultivating the American economy to the benefit of all
Americans. The golden eggs were manufactured in American factories. Foreign eggs will be served to 6.5
billion foreigners—at communist and state capitalist tables. American-based multinationals will prove no
match.
Ignorant American media dig their own graves when they promote the interests of offshore producers.
Power-obsessed American politicians weaken their constituents and their tax base when they trade their real
economy for votes. Ditto when they penalize American business and investment.
Lastly, regarding the surprisingly similar European crisis:
The EU—a banker idea, not a people idea—hasn't worked any better for Europe than globalization has
worked for the United States. At the root of the EU crisis is the abandonment of most members' productive
economies. Germany is in good shape because Germany manufactures and exports at a surplus. In fact, it

should be noted that "deficit" countries like Greece assist German prosperity by making room for German
"surplus" production—not something most Germans would care to admit, but the interdependent EU system
has to balance.
And so we've come full circle:
A society works for everybody—for the long term, for the children—or it doesn't work. Period.
I don't have anything against rich people. My complaint is with criminals and power abusers. Honest
American fat cats will think me the best President they ever had.
I'd like everyone—rich, poor, public sector, private—to make more money.
To this end, I've advocated the complete elimination of personal and corporate income tax. For details,
please watch or read my candidacy speech:

183.
Video #5: Toledo Crumbles While City Politicians Favor
China
November 13, 2011
New video:
“60 Seconds From The Road #5”
Transcript, “Chuck in Toledo”:
“This used to be a great city. Jobs everywhere. Now, where I grew up, I won’t even let my kids walk the
streets ‘cause it’s gotten so bad, the poverty level. And our city selling out our old riverfront to China,
which is one of the biggest assets we got in the city of Toledo. They had a developer, wanted to develop it,
here from Toledo. They wouldn’t give no tax breaks. A month later, they sold it to China. They gave 'em
all the tax breaks they needed.”

184.
Egads, this place has lost 3,500 factories in 10 years
November 14, 2011
Gotta tell you: deep down, I love what I'm doing—the purpose and the people. But the human economic
slaughter I'm seeing is depressing—depressing beyond imagination and oh-my-God it can really knock the
stuffings out of a person. No wonder so many Americans stop trying (—if only long enough to remember
America's kids and how we all deserve better American adults).
Every politician, every policy maker, every cold-blooded ivory tower sociopath and theorist in government
and media should make a trip—a pilgrimage—to our country's industrial heartland.
See where we came from. See what built this country. See how wealth, opportunity, strength, and security
were created—and still are.
See what established the credit this country has been living on since we accomplished our last trade surplus
in 1975.
See what the face of unemployment really looks like. Not the 9% headline deceit or the 3% "let them eat
cake" enjoyed by our bubble-dwelling decision makers. I mean the 22.9% across-the-board U.S. average
and the 50%+ of our less fortunate.
See—feel, if you dare—the human lives you pretend to represent. Look into their eyes. Then try to sleep at
night.
Over the past 10 years, the U.S. has lost 15 factories per day.
Over the past 10 years, Ohio alone has lost 3,500 factories.
Yes, Ohio has lost 3,500 factories in the past 10 years.
The gold mine that smarty-pants Americans write off as "The Rust Belt," the communist Chinese are
snapping up for pennies on the dollar.
As we tumble into the Third World, China advances to the First, buying us at fire sale prices. China's GDP
has grown more than 30% in just the last three years.
China manufactures. China's leaders put China first.
You might appreciate this article from Dayton Daily News:
“Ohio has lost 3,500 factories over last 10 years, stats show: The loss shows the impact on Ohio of
moving jobs overseas.”

www.daytondailynews.com/business/ohio-has-lost-3-500-factories-over-last-10-years-stats-show1273207.html
Particularly charming are the comments from John Boehner, who likely never met an offshoring corporate
sponsor he didn't like, and the Koch-founded Cato Institute (a so-called "think" tank), which has been
hustling its self-serving "free"-trade agenda since the 1970s.
Difficult, sometimes, times like these, not to think of the 16th century and Sir John Harrington:
"Treason doth never prosper: what's the reason? Why, if it prosper, none dare call it treason."
(Oh, yeah. We've learned a lot since Shakespeare's day. And we're so much more politically correct.)
The vast majority of American people are being betrayed by a prosperous few, who are being used by a
more-prosperous fewer.
Come on, now. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson's Goldman Sachs being "allowed" to purchase 5.75% of
China's biggest bank? Warren Buffett buying 9.9% of a Chinese automaker? Peter G. Peterson—who would
rather criticize U.S. debt than promote U.S. productivity—getting $3 billion from China just before
Blackstone's IPO? And don't get me started on the Federal Reserve or the very nature of Wall Street
promoting offshore production.
All minions of the most-prosperous most few.
I need to wrap this up and get back on the road. Before I do, one more trip to the 1500s:
"Gentlemen in America now-a-bed shall think themselves accurs'd they were not here, and hold their
manhoods cheap whiles any speaks that fought with us in Campaign 2012."
Feminist readers, I trust, will understand the linguistic restraints upon me placed by William Shakespeare.
Oh, speaking of which: I can't wait until our country is back on its feet and confident once again. When we
try, simply try, we'll find that hidden among our 312 millions—with all of history to draw upon—are writers
to surpass Shakespeare, sculptors to equal Michelangelo, thinkers to challenge Socrates and Einstein.
But if we don't try, simply try, how will we ever know?

185.
What I’m Finding—in 25 Words or Less (not counting the
URL)
November 15, 2011
The People know the problem but feel powerless.
Politicians and media want us divided, feeling powerless.
Lefties think I'm Lefty. Righties think I'm Righty.
2012.

186.
60 Seconds From The Road #6 (41 seconds, to be precise)
November 15, 2011
“60 Seconds From The Road #6” (video)
I'm calling this lighter-weight video "The Shawshank Center for Economic Treason," even if the word
"economic" is unnecessary. Treason is treason, and the economic damage our country has suffered at the
hands of traitors—witting and unwitting—could hardly be equaled by a nuclear attack.
Most people I met in Mansfield, Ohio were exceptionally warm and friendly, openly embarrassed about the
condition of their town, seemingly depressed as the economy of their town, solidly aware of manufacturing's
importance to their town, and utterly befuddled by their politicians.
One lifelong resident held an economics degree, worked at a menial service job, and still wasn't sure whether
sending American factories and jobs to China was good or bad for the American economy.
My head's still spinning.
In all fairness to the surreal economist, this could be the result of a sleepless last night in a disgusting motel
room.
I'm off to find a clean one. The coffee shop's ready to close, anyway. Goodnight.

187.
U.S. Counterintelligence Report: Foreign Theft of U.S.
Economic Secrets
November 16, 2011
From U.S. Counterintelligence:
“Foreign Spies Stealing US Economic Secrets In Cyberspace: Report to Congress on Foreign
Economic Collection and Industrial Espionage, 2009 – 2011”
www.ncix.gov/publications/reports/fecie_all/Foreign_Economic_Collection_2011.pdf
Print this report. Roll it tightly. Next time you hear some "expert" warn we can't afford to risk trade war
with China, hit them with the right information.
Not only have we long been in a "trade" war with China, trade is how China long ago decided to wage "real"
war against the militarily superior United States.
(Unrestricted Warfare, Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, PLA Literature and Arts Publishing House, Beijing,
February 1999)
Did you think the People's Republic of China was our buddy?
(Did you think the Chinese were somehow stupid or unsophisticated?)
In the last three years for which we have complete data, 2008 - 2010, China's economy grew more than
30%. Ours grew less than 2%—with no recovery, "jobless" or otherwise, in sight.
Could the People's Republic be more effective with battleships than with container ships?
Amazing. They manufacture the electronics they sell us to gather information to manufacture more products
to sell us to expand their empire at our permanent expense.
And we buy the stuff. Main Street shoppers, Wall Street investors, The Pentagon, The White House, and
Congress.
We buy the stuff. And we point fingers.
"Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again."

188.
No. 7
November 17, 2011
“60 Seconds From The Road #7” (video)
I hope you find my title thought provoking:
“From (ironically named) Canton, Ohio on 11/17/2011”
I wish our Founding Fathers named the Bill of Rights the "Bill of Responsibilities."
Not that my version would have been more correct in 1791.
But it could improve some things today.

189.
“35 Facts About The Gutting Of America’s Industrial Might
That Should Make You Very Angry”
November 17, 2011
I thought this was worth passing along:
“35 Facts About The Gutting Of America's Industrial Might That Should Make You Very Angry”
www.theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/35-facts-about-the-gutting-of-americas-industrial-might-thatshould-make-you-very-angry
Remember: workers and consumers are the same people.
From "Dollar to the Giant":
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.
From "35 Facts":
“Yes, it is fun to go out and fill up our shopping carts with ‘cheap products’ from the other side of the world,
but when we do that it destroys our jobs, our businesses and our communities. Our addiction to cheap
foreign products is incredibly self-destructive. Essentially what we are doing is that we are ripping apart
pieces of our own home and throwing them into the fire in an attempt to keep it going. Eventually we will
cannibalize our entire home. And we never really think about what it is like for the slave laborers that make
all these cheap products for us. . . .”
From "College Girl, Economy, Jobs":
“Google ‘American-made goods.’ And have a great future.”
—
Hear "Dollar to the Giant" on Jango Internet Radio. Download the MP3 from Amazon or iTunes.

190.
60 Seconds From The Road #8
November 21, 2011
New video:
“60 Seconds From The Road #8”
You don't need a Facebook account to see my campaign page.
All you need is an Internet connection.

191.
Criminal Prosecutions for Financial Institution Fraud
Continue to Fall
November 22, 2011
From Syracuse University:
“Criminal Prosecutions for Financial Institution Fraud Continue to Fall”
www.trac.syr.edu/tracreports/crim/267
Decrease in prosecutions over the past 10 years: 57.7%
It should also be noted that over the past 10 years:
•
•
•

The U.S. has lost more than 56,000 factories.
The U.S. has more than tripled its trade deficit with the People's Republic of China.
China's GDP has more than quadrupled.

As I said in my candidacy announcement:
“If America had not sent its income-producing real economy offshore, we could have had plenty of real
money. Our heads would not have been so easily turned by the fictitious economy of Wall Street, financial
innovation, and real estate bubbles. The 2008 crisis would not have happened.”
We all know what we have to do.
So let's do it.

192.
Thanksgiving, Youngstown, Ohio
November 24, 2011
Thanksgiving has always been my favorite "official" holiday—something I'm sure I got from my Mom. We
both loved the idea of a day set aside for humility and gratitude. Since her death, I've taken to fasting and
simply trying to be more "present" on Thanksgiving—something, I admit, I never would have considered
with my Mom in the kitchen.
("Presence" might not be for everybody, but I can guarantee you wouldn't think fasting was so crazy after
tasting holiday leftovers after not having eaten for 24 hours!)
Today, Thanksgiving Day, I'm on the road in Youngstown, Ohio—quite happy to be here and feeling oddly
grateful for steel.
Yes, I know what a lot of people think of when, if ever, they think about Youngstown, Ohio. They've seen
the pictures, heard the stories, surfed the danged Web.
In my experience—though it took me 54 years to really get to Youngstown—such vicarious experiences bear
no more resemblance to the real Youngstown than our politicians and media understand what's really
happening to the real people of the real United States of America.
Here's something nobody will tell you about Youngstown:
These might be the most genuinely polite people in the country.
It's a bit disarming at first, but easy—and so nice—to get used to. As depressed and relatively poor as
Youngstown is, the people here are happier because—my early theory—they're not so focused on defeating
one other. They seem more connected to others, and to life, because of their commitment to Youngstown.
They're going to make this place work again. And they'll do it together.
The younger residents are especially inspiring, especially the college students. Youngstown State University
publishes a literary journal called Jenny after the legendary Jeanette blast furnace. Nobody has to tell these
"kids" what built their country:
“The Jeanette blast furnace was much more than a structure, more than a tool for industry, and more than the
epicenter of our former steel capital. It is the ultimate representation and manifestation of the process of
creation: into the core of this structure went the guts of the earth, raw and ancient metals mined from the
depths of the earth, and out came something energized and fiercely hot and malleable that was used to build
and create. The essence of Jenny is the process of refinement, the transformation of the old into the fresh
and invigorated new.”*
So, with that amazing paragraph to follow, I'll simply wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and ask you to
think about steel—American steel—the people who made it—and where we'd be without it.

Think, too, about maybe taking a trip to Youngstown. Be careful, though. This place is the real deal. At the
least, you'll want to stay for a few extra days.
—
*Dave Drogowski in www.jennymag.org/fall-10-issue/forewords

193.
Definitely Worth Repeating This Holiday Season
November 25, 2011
Over the past decade:
•
•
•

The U.S. has lost more than 56,000 factories.
The U.S. has more than TRIPLED its trade deficit with the People's Republic of China.
China's entire economy has more than QUADRUPLED in size.

Obviously, we've been supporting the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China at enormous
expense to ourselves and our loved ones.
Remember:
Workers and consumers are the same people. In the longer run, we cannot expect to have jobs (much less
decent jobs) or a country (much less a free country) if we do not support our own manufacturers.
The longer run has arrived.
Note to the (typically Baby Boom and older) people who've told me, "I got mine—that's all that matters. I
don't give a **** what happens after I'm dead and I don't give a **** what happens to the kids":
If your parents left you the same economic mess and lack of opportunity you're leaving to the next
generation, you'd have been angry about it—very, very angry about it.
From a wi-fi truck stop outside a formerly prosperous American manufacturing town, I bid you a better
night. . . .

194.
“We Riot For Waffle Irons And Disgraced Football Coaches”
(good ideas, offensive language)
November 26, 2011
From the Web:
“Why America Is Doomed: We Riot For Waffle Irons And Disgraced Football Coaches”
www.mediaite.com/online/why-america-is-doomed-we-riot-for-waffle-irons-and-disgraced-football-coaches
"You’re all being fed your own lost jobs, and rioting over the privilege."
For the record: I don't think we're doomed. But I can tell you some stories about trying to call people's
attention to things that matter.
Adult people's attention, that is. The kids usually get it. Too bad they're not allowed to vote—or otherwise
shape their future.

195.
Opening Statement, Economy, Jobs—Chapter 1 of 8, Bob
Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
I’m Bob Hall, asking America—all of America: the richest 1% and the bottom 99, the currently employed
and the homeless—to consider a person like me for President of the United States.
I’m not rich.
I’m not famous.
I’m not a politician, not a lawyer, not a banker.
I don’t run a multinational corporation.
I don’t work on Wall Street.
I’m not affiliated with any political party.
I hope you like my ideas, and I hope you run for office, too.
A society, a nation, either works or it doesn’t. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody’s children.
America needs jobs. Good jobs. Most Americans, and their government, need more money. Too many of
us are watching our home towns turn into ghost towns. Middle class mobility is now downward. We’re
stressed, depressed, and feeling powerless.
Our children might not listen to what we say, but they will copy what we do—or, so it is said.
Every generation of Americans, up until the Baby Boomers, followed the laws of human nature and
dedicated itself to the same human purpose: that our children shall suffer less.
Some of us are trying hard to meet our children’s inner needs: to be understood, taken seriously, and loved
unconditionally. We try to protect them from the pressures of conformity, so they can stay healthy, and stay
interested in their own lives.
But many of us are forgetting: our children, too, will need jobs. Good jobs. And they’ll need their parents to
show them how it’s done.
Opportunity, in America, is absent without leave. Our lives are increasingly controlled by large
multinational corporations and banks; the insecurity they engender; the social division they cultivate and
thrive upon; the political campaigns, media, credentialed experts, and Internet trolls they pay for. Heavily

foreign influenced by our global adversaries and competitors, these organizations work hand-in-pocket with
our public officials—and vice-versa. America’s future, America’s children, now take a back seat to foreign
interests and the so-called “global economy.” Opportunity for Americans is, everyday, shipped overseas
with our industrial productivity, former prosperity, reserve currency privileges, and national security.
This is easy to fix—if we can stop being Democrats and Republicans long enough to remember: we’re
Americans. Our children all share a common interest in the future of their country.
We can begin with a simple change of perspective. Do we balance the federal budget by cutting expenses or
raising taxes? Either way, someone gets hurt. The two-party system depends on it. But Congress has
another option, one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the face of a challenge.
Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new wealth to pay for
everything our people need.
Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this power.
Any discussion of the future must begin and end with an understanding of manufacturing and trade—our
country’s primary source of income and wealth. Trade is the battlefield upon which our children’s
possibilities will be won or lost. And—given the current fashion of doing business with state capitalists and
adversaries who do not wish us well—trade is the battlefield upon which modern warfare is conducted.
For almost forty years, we’ve run a trade deficit—a loss—that has drained America’s historical wealth,
dimmed America’s historical prestige, and continues at the rate of more than one billion dollars per day.
That’s a lot of jobs. And a reminder that our current economic pain has been decades in the making.
Blame it on us voters for making bad choices, then blame it on the financialization of American culture. The
Wall Street and Washington boys got it wrong, and most of them still don’t quite get that a nation’s standard
of living must be supported by a standard of productivity.
The story of American manufacturing and trade is the story of a nation that forgot where it came from. The
United States were born in a trade war. The founders—men who pledged, in writing, their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor—saw no future in remaining a colony of England, then the world’s
manufacturing powerhouse. Americans, through protectionism—that is, through the Constitution and trade
regulations written to protect American manufacturing, American citizens, and American children—through
protectionism—economic patriotism—we built the strongest economy, with the most opportunity, for the
greatest number of people, in all of human history.
Now, it’s being lost, as if our goal is to become, once again, the colony of a foreign industrial giant—this
time, a clever, cruel, unscrupulous giant that does not share our language, history, or values.
Yet we continue to tolerate officials who fail to meet the fundamental job requirement: that they are capable
of recognizing the difference between a friend and an enemy.
They advocate free trade—which means their multinational sponsors want unrestricted free access to the
American consumer, arguably the single largest identifiable economic force in the known universe.
They advocate globalization—which means American-based multinational corporations are free to search the
globe for the cheapest means of production, then close their American factories and fire their American
workers.

In return, they offer us hypocrisy: rigged foreign markets, criminal trade practices, and the consolation of
economic theory.
Yes, they’ve given us lower prices—for now—on consumer goods manufactured in some foreign countries.
But what we gain as consumers, we more than lose as workers. One step forward, three steps back, as we get
more for our money, and destroy our own economy in the process.
Say what we will about labor unions, America’s times of greatest prosperity were times of greatest union
membership, as well-paid factory workers spent and circulated their money here, at home, creating jobs and
opportunity, creating the American middle class.
Now, as we continue to lose ground, our global competitors and adversaries are gaining, at our expense, in
financial and military power, by manufacturing for us the products we use every day.
We could, with some awareness and leadership, achieve full employment, and bequeath to our children a
vibrant, prosperous, self-sustaining American economy, simply by producing more of what we consume and
exporting more than we import.
We can begin by motivating the most influential lobby in Washington: 300,000,000 American consumers
spending ten trillion dollars per year. Our public officials and their multinational sponsors want that money.
They need us more than we need them, and we can beat them at their own game. Three hundred million
Americans buying fewer foreign-made products, and more American-made products, investing less in
multinational and foreign businesses, and more in American businesses, means a new American future of
opportunity, prosperity, and jobs. Good jobs.
The power is ours to reclaim and redeem. We can rebuild our productive economy as easily as we created
our global competitors and adversaries. Trying to justify our previous actions will only diminish us in the
eyes of our children and grandchildren, so let’s offer the apology of better citizenship and know that
someday, they’ll forgive us for having made a few mistakes.

196.
What I’ve Done, What You Can Do—Chapter 2 of 8, Bob
Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
Some people might wonder why a man with no children of his own would work so hard for everybody
else’s. They might not know that Dr. Seuss never had any children, either.
I have amazing memories of my grandparents, Serbs from Croatia-Slavonia in Austria-Hungary, who came
to the United States as children, one hundred years ago, looking for opportunity. Just a chance. These were
people who took nothing for granted, and rarely hesitated to express gratitude for their adoptive country.
During World War II, my grandfather sold so many war bonds out of his little tavern, the United States
government bought a new B-29 and called it “Spirit of Milwaukee Serbs.” Stories from the old country
served to remind young people just how lucky we were to be living in the United States.
My parents, born and raised in the heartland of American productivity, understood the place. My father—
manufacturer, exporter, creator of jobs—bought American cars. My mother bought Illinois produce to
support Illinois farmers, and taught her children how not to support foreign dictatorships.
In grade school, I was part of an experimental “special opportunities program” created by the federal
government to identify the children they thought capable of someday leading our nation through difficult
geopolitical times. It was fun. They never disclosed the mission for which we’d been hand picked. But we
learned some useful lessons—and discovered that the purpose of education is happiness, which is largely
determined by our ability to know when we’re being lied to.
High school and college, for me, are enshrined in the memory of my having been so consistently on the
academic honor roll—and behavioral probation at the same time. I’m reluctantly proud to say that most of
my teachers were amused.
I was graduated from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor of Arts in History. My
concentration was Modern Europe, with a minor and independent research in the history of China.
After college, I did lots of things; and, almost always, had a good time doing them.
I was a solar energy pioneer more than 30 years ago, “green” water disinfection more than 25 years ago. I
was “green” long before the word was misused to mislead American taxpayers and voters.
I’ve been scientist and artist, worked with my hands and head, as a musician, mechanic, carpenter, inventor,
executive, entrepreneur, designer, engineer, consultant, speaker, teacher, counselor, gunsmith, poet,
computer geek, ergonomist, photographer, composer, activist, cook, and speechwriter.
I can butcher my own game and teach you how to dance the Argentine tango. But I am far from unique.
There is no shortage of talented, accomplished generalists in our country—men and women to lead an

American renaissance. You know who you are, and you know it’s time to step up. America cannot last
much longer under this tyranny of experts.
I would be remiss not to share with you some defining moments from my personal history.
In 1983, when I was twenty-six, my father decided to retire and leave me his business. I had, at the time,
almost no money. Accepting my father’s offer would have made me a multi-millionaire by the time I was
thirty. I turned it down.
I somehow doubt most members of Congress are capable of understanding my decision.
Life and learning would be interrupted by the occasional attempt to draw attention to the decline of our
productive economy. In the late 1980s, a newspaper editor in a Rocky Mountain state offered me the
suggestion that I keep my city ideas to myself. As Mark Twain observed: in the beginning, the patriot is a
hated and scorned man.
By late 2007, I was hungry for hatred and scorn. American factories had been moving offshore at a recordand heart-breaking pace. The death of my mother and the birth of my grandniece were all the perspective I
needed to shut down my business and begin my real work. The 2008 financial crisis was still beyond the
horizon, but I—and many, many others—knew there was trouble ahead.
“Dollar to the Giant”—my worst-case, cautionary tale—was written well in advance of the 2008 meltdown.
Analysts of this financial crisis would do well to recognize its roots in our trade deficit—the insolvency that
even Sam Walton warned about before his kids and China inherited the family business.
We get into a credit crisis when we don’t have enough money; we don’t have enough money when our
income is insufficient. If America had not sent its income-producing real economy offshore, we could have
had plenty of real money. Our heads would not have been so easily turned by the fictitious economy of Wall
Street, financial innovation, and real estate bubbles. The 2008 crisis would not have happened.
And if our manufacturing sector were in good shape, the Federal Reserve would not have to monkey so
much with the money supply to maintain the illusion of prosperity. We would simply prosper.
My activism has been among the grass roots—grass roots, because that’s where the life is—grass roots,
because the multinational-sponsored media exhibit little interest in us, and even less in our children. I
remember a reporter asking me how long I planned to pursue this project of my country’s economy and
children before I threw in the towel.
I continued to “read, think, speak, and write” until I could no longer justify the expense of a roof over my
head. But I would not abandon my purpose. I would not be here today if previous generations had
abandoned theirs. I am fortunate to have family and friends who believe in me, believe in my work, and
provide me with shelter. I am neither homeless nor destitute, but have, in fact, exhausted my personal
resources in the service of my country. Somewhere, my mother and George Washington are smiling.
We can, at our present crossroads, avail ourselves of a unique and lifesaving opportunity: free, open, and
democratic communication. But the Internet, as we know it, will not last for long—not if the multinational
corporate media are successful in their attempt to control. Now, however, and through 2012, American
citizens can effectively campaign for any men or women they choose.
If you like my ideas, if you think I might be the President you’ve been waiting for, e-mail:

BobHall2012@Gmail.com
We’ll need to get me, or someone like me, on the ballots and let American voters know they now have
another option—one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the face of a
challenge.
Stay tuned for my thoughts on energy, taxes, immigration, drugs, defense, and campaign finance.
Thank you.
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Energy—Chapter 3 of 8, Bob Hall 2012 Presidential
Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
America’s energy policy has a strong effect on the economy, unemployment, and our children’s well-being.
Foreign oil imports are just that: imported and foreign, supplied by multinational corporations—many with
American names and American histories. Oil imports are a major contributor to our trade deficit—the
underlying, and ongoing, cause of our country’s real economic pain. Oil-based misery travels far beyond
what we feel at the gas pump. Oil imports have cost our country—and continue to cost our country—
millions of good jobs. American self-determination is in jeopardy. If you feel like a hostage now, think how
your children might feel as slaves.
America’s dependence on imported oil has given rise to the almost inconceivably absurd: the multinational
oil industry makes money by deepening the trade deficit that is destroying their best existing customers and
the entire American economy.
They’re killing our jobs, killing our children’s prospects, by doing, simply, what corporations with no
national borders, and a big world market, do to survive. The blame lies in Washington. Our government has
no energy policy—none beyond a willingness to accept campaign and lobbyist money from the multinational
oil industry, then hide behind the manipulation of so-called “market forces.”
We were supposed to have learned our lesson from the oil crisis of 1973. Not long after The Department of
Energy was created, President Jimmy Carter told us that our necks were stretched over a fence and OPEC
held a knife. He promised that every new addition to our demand for energy would be met from our own
production and our own conservation.
We were desperate then. We are more desperate now. We have become more, not less, dependent on
imported oil, and OPEC is not the only threat to our longevity. Too few Americans in the 1970s thought
their painful new trade deficit would become a chronic, possibly terminal affliction. Fewer yet predicted
America’s upcoming love affair with financial innovation—an infatuation that would lead us to abandon our
real economy, dismantle the middle class, and redistribute America’s wealth—upward—to a financial elite
with global interests. American workers have watched their real income and purchasing power stagnate for
30 years, while America’s top 1% has watched its real income almost quadruple.
Unwittingly, we betrayed ourselves, and we betrayed our children. American business
went multinational; Wall Street turned into a casino; the trade deficit metastasized; the market price of an
American Presidential campaign went up fifty fold; the bidders formed a line.
As a result, anything resembling a national energy policy—war, for example, in oil-producing nations—is
administered by the multinational interests that control our politics and fuel prices—fuel prices high enough
to inflict pain, but not so high that citizens finally take action.

The quick answer might be more drilling and production here in the United States. But remember: the oil
business is a global business, run by multinational corporations that extract oil from the U.S. and sell it on a
world market. This doesn’t do us very much good. We need truly American oil and alternative energy
industries, with U.S. government policies in place to protect them. In recent months, billions of dollars in
Colorado, Texas, Wyoming, and Pennsylvania oil and gas properties have been sold to the People’s Republic
of China. Communist China. In our backyard, grabbing our resources, and nobody seems to care. As
recently as 2005, the Chinese attempt to buy Unocal was considered a clear threat to our national security. I
shudder to think we’ve lost so much interest in our existence in only six short years.
We can’t solve our energy problems by attempting to control the world’s oil—even with the world’s most
powerful weapons. In any case, this is impractical—and a contemptible use of force. Eventually, even the
most self-centered begins to think that “no, it’s not OK if other people’s children die for my gasoline.”
What we can do, immediately and practically, is reduce our consumption by increasing the gas mileage of
vehicles operated in the United States. We can, at the very least, double our miles per gallon, even if this
means giving up some unnecessary horsepower. Doubling our gas mileage will eliminate our current
dependence on Middle Eastern oil, reduce America’s trade deficit, create American jobs, and give our
children a fighting chance.
Frankly, we need some courage and adult responsibility in Washington. There is too much campaigning.
We need a government that governs, and leaders who lead. Higher mileage requirements will protect
American citizens, the American economy, and American jobs. Some will complain, some will denounce,
but the American spirit does not grant us the freedom to deprive our children of theirs.

198.
Personal Income Tax—Chapter 4 of 8, Bob Hall 2012
Presidential Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
An ideal system of taxation would:
Lower the average tax rate.
Not penalize wealthy Americans.
Not deprive lower-income Americans.
Raise more money for our government by eliminating tax loopholes and tax evasion.
Raise more money for our government by capturing the underground, criminal, cash economy.
Encourage savings and investment in America.
Subsidize exports.
Tax imports.
Create jobs.
Greatly reduce the size of the Internal Revenue Service—and the entire income tax industry—liberating this
labor force for better work.
Rehabilitate politicians who campaign with tax promises.
Encourage our legislators to focus on more important issues.
Eliminate the income tax, its records keeping and filing.
All of this can easily be accomplished with a VAT or Fair Tax on consumption. Our current system is
obsolete and counterproductive. It discriminates against our children’s future.

199.
Corporate Income Tax—Chapter 5 of 8, Bob Hall 2012
Presidential Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
Corporate income tax can be a sensitive issue, especially when so many corporations make money in the
United States and don’t pay any income tax.
It’s a challenging idea to absorb, but no corporation has ever paid taxes. Every economic burden is
ultimately borne by the individual. When a corporation is taxed, it passes this expense along to you and me
in the form of higher prices on goods and services. Corporations are, in this sense, government-mandated
tax collectors. When a politician advocates higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating
higher personal taxes in disguise.
“The corporations” are an easy target, especially for propagandists and their campaigns. But corporations
are owned and run by human beings. They also employ human beings. Deal with them intelligently, and
they’ll make our children’s world a better place in which to live.
A 5% corporate VAT would more than replace all the revenue currently collected by the nominal 35%
corporate income tax.
Our politically motivated tax policies have chased too many formerly American corporations—and their
money, and our jobs—overseas. We need them to come home. We need each other. And we need the
trillions of dollars they’re currently holding offshore, thanks to the lack of common sense in Washington.
We should allow these corporations to bring their trillions into the United States with no tax liability
whatsoever, providing—and this is not negotiable—that the money be used here in the United States. The
benefit to our economy, to our children, would be much greater than any relatively small gains realized by
what we call a “corporate” income tax.

200.
Immigration and Drugs—Chapter 6 of 8, Bob Hall 2012
Presidential Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
I just spent a couple of months in Texas, and I have to say: anyone venturing an opinion on the immigration
policies of our border states should spend some time down there first.
Mexico is a bigger threat to the United States than the Middle East has ever been. Mexico is right next door,
it’s boiling over, and our politicians are selling their souls for the Hispanic vote.
I grew up working in a warehouse with Mexican illegals. Friends. At one time, I spoke Spanish as well as I
spoke English. I understood the culture. I still have Mexican friends, and probably always will.
The best thing I could do for Mexican illegals is send them home.
People emigrate, in most cases, because they have to. Who wants to leave home? It’s a rare Mexican who
would dream of leaving a close-knit family and familiar surroundings for freezing-cold winters and a Gringo
boss. But the Mexican climate of drugs and violence leaves them little choice.
Our climate of high unemployment and low opportunity leaves us little choice.
After we get our own country together—which will include private-sector jobs for unskilled American
citizens—Mexico should be a priority. We can, and must, for the sake of our own survival, help the Mexican
government to develop opportunities for Mexicans at home, so they can stay there and be happy. Mexico,
we must always keep in mind, is vulnerable to our global adversaries and competitors—especially China,
having thus far invested many billions of dollars in our next-door neighbor, our NAFTA trading partner. We
need to be alert.
And we need to change our drug laws. We cannot solve our immigration problems until we take the profit
and crime out of the drug trade. For the record, I have no financial interest in drugs, and I don’t use them.
My concerns are for traditional American values, and for American children. Our current drug policies are
killing them.
The so-called “War on Drugs,” so far, has cost more than one trillion dollars. Another pile of debt passed on
to the next generations of taxpayers. They won’t be thinking they got their money’s worth. More tragically,
hundreds of thousands of human lives have been lost—many of them good cops and innocent children. Yet
we continue to fight, and lose, this war.
Why?
Follow the money trail. The War on Drugs has been a cash cow for politicians and special interests, notably
the security and defense industries. This so-called war supports enormous bureaucracies—dedicated, in

typical bureaucratic fashion, to their own growth. And the North American Free Trade Agreement has made
it easier for anything or anybody to enter the United States through Mexico.
Follow the money trail, and things get clearer, and even more bizarre: American citizens are actually paying
for both sides of this War on Drugs. The growers, cartels, and dealers get their money from us. Then we
spend even more money in a vain—or artificial—attempt to put them out of business.
The only way to stop this insanity, this war on our children’s future, is to remove the financial incentive.
Our country is heading toward legalization. It’s going to happen sooner or later, so why not sooner? We’ll
save time, money, and lives. And we can get on with the rest of our business.
Mexico can then be delivered from the drug lords, back into the hands of the Mexican people—and their
children.
There is little reason to believe that legalization will turn our kids into drug addicts. In fact, there is
evidence—the experience of other countries—to suggest that legalization reduces first-time drug use among
minors because it removes the “forbidden fruit” temptation.
Of course, as our children serve to remind us, the best way to guide them is to give them good examples—in
government, and at home.

201.
Defense—Chapter 7 of 8, Bob Hall 2012 Presidential
Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
We must maintain the most powerful, vigilant defense on Earth. Those who attack us, those who would
harm our children, must pay a terrible price. This is not negotiable.
We must restore America’s ability to manufacture the products necessary for this country’s self-defense and
self-reliance. And we must no longer tolerate the insecurity—the abject, corrupt stupidity—of outsourcing
from military adversaries the equipment we need to defend ourselves from those very same military
adversaries.
We must put an end to unnecessary wars. Not one single American life or limb must ever again be sacrificed
in an unnecessary war.
They are, almost all of them, unnecessary wars, yet children today are being raised in an atmosphere of
perpetual warfare.
As Marine Corps General S.D. Butler concluded, after the most distinguished of military careers, including
two Medals of Honor: War is a Racket.
The Constitution—when read for spirit and intention, not loopholes—encourages a standing professional
navy to protect American trade, but discourages a standing professional army. The Founding Fathers, having
read their history books, understood the dangers. Yet a standing professional army we now have, with bases
in foreign countries in every corner of the planet. Most Americans would not welcome a foreign military
base in their own backyard. Most Americans don’t know that, since the end of the Second World War, their
empire has been in the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial complex that
President—General—Eisenhower warned us about.
Since World War II, Congress has abrogated its legal responsibility to declare war. The power of the
Presidency has grown unchecked and unbalanced. Our standing professional army gets its marching orders
from the President, who gets his marching orders from his multinational money people, who explain the wars
to us regular folks through corporate-sponsored media.
American citizens—rather, our children—get the bills, the caskets, and the enduring suspicion of the outside
world. By design and deceit, the realities of war remain, for too many of us, in the video-game realm of the
abstract. Thousands of human lives, millions of productive jobs, and trillions of taxpayer dollars are lost
forever as we go about our business, calm in the conventional wisdom that war is good for the economy.
Let us disappoint the profiteers who would raise themselves upon the sacrifice of their fellow man.

The President is not an emperor. A truly strong President would reduce the power of his own office to that
provided for by the Constitution and American tradition, to serve our people—all of our people—through
balance and representation.
Congress must again shoulder its legal responsibility for declaring war.
Members of Congress must be willing to look in a mirror and ask if they themselves are worth dying for.
And what if their children are the children dying?
If we are to regain our independence—and our economy—from the multinational war industry, we must be
willing to look into the human face of warfare.
Congress should reinstate the draft.
The standing professional army should be decommissioned, disbanded, and absorbed into a safe and
economically responsible private sector—a newly thriving private sector, thanks to the establishment of our
national industrial policy.
After high school, every young man and woman in America—everyone, even rich politicians’ kids—should
spend 3 to 6 months in defense and readiness training.
When called for duty, well-trained men and women—no exceptions, no deferments—would be required to
defend our country. And defend, we will.
We will stand in each other’s shoes. We will all risk our loved ones. If the cause is unjust, the war
unnecessary, we will inform our government with little hesitation. We will teach our children to settle their
differences, to guide the ships of state, with their children in mind. We will stop throwing away what took
over 200 years to build, and we will do our part to raise our children in peace.

202.
Campaign Finance—Chapter 8 of 8, Bob Hall 2012
Presidential Candidacy Announcement
November 27, 2011
My thoughts on campaign finance can be summed up in a question:
Why would anyone spend a billion dollars for a job that pays four hundred thousand?
Like it or not, under the current system, our government is for sale. Big Business spends big money on
American politics, and expects big favors in return.
This worked a lot better when Big Business was still American, and we could reasonably expect the
corruption of special interest politics to benefit Americans. The distribution of favors was not fair, but, for
the most part, the money stayed in the United States and benefited our own citizens.
When American business went multinational, our politicians were quick to follow. The United States
government is now unduly influenced by multinational, largely foreign, special interests.
Is it any wonder that American middle-class prosperity and security—once the envy of the world—have
been sacrificed to the gods of globalization?
If we expect to ever return our country to its people, we must first stop the flow of multinational money to
our politicians, then stop the flow of all big money to our politicians. What we call lobbying is really
bribery. What we call campaign contributions—another opportunity for bribery.
This is no way to behave in front of the children.
I will accept campaign contributions only from my special interest group: American citizens. I will not
accept campaign contributions from corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
Someone has to do this the right way.

203.
Our Problem, Our Solution
November 29, 2011
America's decline is a classic tale of human greed—mostly, one might argue, the self-destructive ability to
recognize greed in others before we recognize greed in ourselves.
If this unflattering assessment of the redwhiteandblue doesn't derail my campaign, read on.
To be sure, we have been, and we continue to be, exploited by very greedy people. But aren't these people
most effective when they turn our own greed against us?
Isn't greed. . .
really Fear
. . . in disguise?
This country is stuck in "survival mode." The longer we're in survival mode, the more stuck we become.
Survival is killing us.
Some Americans, especially young Americans, clearly understand we're all Americans in the same boat
together.
If we don't let go of our greed/fear, we will sink forever together.
When we do let go of our greed/fear, there will be more for everybody.
Does anyone really believe our country has lost the ability to create opportunity? That all we can aspire to is
"survival" and fighting over scraps?
A proposal:
Tea Party Americans, Occupy Wall Street Americans, and every other American with energy, purpose, and
will should:
Unite.
Combine forces, state by state, against the same federal government that has disappointed and/or betrayed
almost all of us—past, present, and future. Work for what we have in common, rather than the few points on
which we choose to disagree.
Be an example for America's children—indeed, the world's children. Before it's too late.

We can no longer allow politicians and media to sow and harvest our worst impulses. We must rise above
their lies, their stinking wedge issues.
We don't need no stinking wedge issues.
We need jobs. We need an economy—a productive economy. We need opportunity. A middle class.
Security. A future we can look forward to.
Now. It's time.
One more proposal:
We need leadership and vision.
From the beginning, Americans from the Right, Left, and Middle have embraced my ideas and claimed me
as one of their very own.
Remove the special interests and we are not Democrats, Republicans, or slaves of a political system
controlled by money. We are Americans.
We need a President who has understood, fought for, and lived this from the very beginning.
Me.
Or someone like me.
I don't care, as long as it gets done.

204.
Georgetown Students Shed Light On China’s Tunnel System
For Nuclear Weapons
December 1, 2011
From The Washington Post:
“Georgetown students shed light on China's tunnel system for nuclear weapons”
www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/georgetown-students-shed-light-on-chinas-tunnel-systemfor-nuclear-weapons/2011/11/16/gIQA6AmKAO_story.html
•
•
•
•

A vast network of tunnels designed to hide China's missile and nuclear arsenal, dug by a secretive
branch of the Chinese military.
China's nuclear arsenal could be many times larger than the well-established estimates of armscontrol experts.
The U.S. and Russia are bound by treaties that require on-site inspections, disclosure of forces, and
bans on certain missiles.
China is not.

In 1999, a U.S. House of Representatives committee concluded:
"The Chinese Communist Party's main aim for the civilian economy is to support the building of modern
military weapons and to support the aims of the People's Liberation Army."
www.house.gov/coxreport
Since then, our trade deficit with China has more than tripled, China's GDP has more than quadrupled, and
the United States has lost more than 56,000 factories.
The Chinese Communist Party and People's Liberation Army never had friends better than American
consumers and American politicians.
"We gave up our future, families and friends. Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again."
—
See also: U.S. Department of State 2010 Human Rights Report, China
www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2010/eap/154382.htm

205.
India Adopts National Manufacturing Policy; U.S. Does Not
December 1, 2011
“Do we balance the federal budget by cutting expenses or raising taxes? Either way, someone gets hurt. The
two-party system depends on it. But Congress has another option, one that might even teach our children
some creativity and courage in the face of a challenge. Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial
policy that could create enough new wealth to pay for everything our people need. Everything. For
generations to come. Congress has this power.” *
If our democracy has no use for creativity, courage, or common sense, India's does:
“India Adopts National Manufacturing Policy”
www.kslaw.com/library/newsletters/TradeManufacturingAlert/2011/December/article2.html
India's new 10-year plan:
•
•
•
•
•

Aims to increase the manufacturing share of India's GDP from 16% to 25%.
Is expected to create 100,000,000 new jobs.
Prioritizes environmental sustainability and green technologies.
Reduces regulation of manufacturers.
Ensures that no trade agreement or economic partnership will have a detrimental effect on domestic
manufacturing in India.

Don't be surprised if one billion Indians supported by a national manufacturing policy have a powerfully
detrimental effect on domestic manufacturing—and quality of life—here in the USA.
The world is competitive. Life is competitive. Are we going to compete again or not?
—
*Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement

206.
To Republicans—Democrats, too, but more Republicans this
time
December 4, 2011
Months ago, I wrote:
“. . . the big money party that finances our nominal 'two'-party system has found its guy in Barack Obama.
Expect a long parade of Republican candidates incapable of unseating the President. The big money people
have never had it better, and the GOP has been ordered to stand down.”
People are now realizing I was right, if too polite.
We're all being played, not just the Republicans.
(And not just the non-racists.)
Some 2,000 years ago, the Roman poet Juvenal observed:
“Already long ago, from when we sold our vote to no man, the People have abdicated our duties, for the
People who once upon a time handed out military command, high civil office, legions—everything, now
restrains itself and anxiously hopes for just two things: bread and circuses.” (Satires X)
In other words: keep the People fed and diverted and you can get away with anything.
The People can be impossible to insult.
A favorite, commonly attributed to Pablo Picasso:
“The people no longer seek consolation in art. But the refined people, the rich, the idlers seek the new, the
extraordinary, the extravagant, the scandalous. I have contented these people with all the many bizarre
things that come into my head. And the less they understand, the more they admire it. By amusing myself
with all these games, all this nonsense, all these picture puzzles, I became famous. . . . I am only a public
entertainer who has understood his time.”
If the Republican faithful understand our time, they will understand that politics—corrupt politics—is public
entertainment. Little is left to chance or ceded to ticket buyers. Campaign 2012 was scripted long ago,
written for an audience more passive and gullible, I suspect, than any imagined by Juvenal or Picasso.
If the Republican faithful understand our time, they will look to their ranks—not to their offshoring leaders,
media, and money people—and recast their party in economic nationalism.
This could happen someday, but it won't happen soon enough. Republicans interested in our republic need
to find an independent candidate to support—now—for the Presidency, and talk about this candidate a lot.

Democrats interested in our democracy should do the same.

207.
All that stands between you and a President you can be
proud of
December 4, 2011
If every recipient of this e-mail sends it to at least two more people . . . well, I'm betting you can do the math.
Find a candidate you like and start clicking. Better yet, start talking.
The only thing standing between you and a President you can be proud of, is
You.
Dig a little deeper, and you'll see that the only candidate standing between you and China, you and India, you
and a two-party system that can't seem to do enough for offshore producers and the fictitious economy, is
Me.
Or somebody like me. Please just click, talk, and give our kids a fighting chance.
Grass roots campaigns work when we do.

208.
EU Crisis & EU Trade Deficit: Not Particular EU Genius
December 6, 2011
I thought I'd remind the current crop of EU crisis analysts:
In 2010, the European Union's goods trade deficit with China—China alone—was 168.8 billion euros.
It's not rocket science. It's never been rocket science.
If this isn't disturbing enough, the deficit, according to the European Commission, "is mainly caused by
sectors like office and telecommunication equipment, textiles, iron and steel."
Essentials.
The conventional criticism, as always, is scapegoating it safe, currently railing against "the bankers." I agree
we should hold them accountable, prosecute their crimes, and reduce their power. But are "the bankers" the
fundamental problem—or are they merely opportunists?
Soon after the October 2008 meltdown, Paul Volcker—a better Fed Chairman I try not to mention alongside
Greenspan and Bernanke—testified, repeatedly, that the economic crisis was rooted in our trade deficit:
www.house.gov/jec/news/2009/Volcker%20testimony%202-26-09%20%282%29.pdf
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/feb/05/volcker-blames-recession-on-trade-imbalances
Mr. Volcker's words went unheard, unheeded, as Mr. Volcker all but disappeared from public view.
Let us focus—we must focus—on the fundamental problem. We can begin by hearing these words from my
favorite writer:
"Blame it on us voters for making bad choices, then blame it on the financialization of American culture.
The Wall Street and Washington boys got it wrong, and most of them still don't quite get that a nation's
standard of living must be supported by a standard of productivity."
"A nation's standard of living must be supported by a standard of productivity."
Not bad, if I do say so myself.
(I trust the reader will forgive my appearance of immodesty. Writing, like cooking and eating, I believe,
should be more a participant than a spectator sport.)
—

[Volcker testimony of 2/26/09 subsequently removed from the U.S. House of Representatives website.]

209.
Positive Results Easily Achieved
December 7, 2011
Upbeat. Inspiring. Positive results.
ABC News video:
“Made in America” Christmas Creates Jobs
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/made-america-christmas-creates-jobs-15092299
See? All we have to do is spread the word.
Which brings me to yesterday's e-mail about the EU crisis:
We should invest our energy, direct our anger, for the greatest return.
Corrupt bankers cannot be as corrupt as corrupt politicians. Private entities finance, sponsor, lobby, and
otherwise bribe our elected officials—the culprits who betray the public trust.
Fortunately, we can easily replace our politicians—much more easily than we can replace our bankers.
First, we change ourselves into real citizens who vote in their own best interests.
The rest will follow.

210.
“The U.S. Balance Of Trade Is Mind-Blowingly Bad”
December 8, 2011
Different writer, different tone, worth passing along:
“The Worst In The World—The U.S. Balance Of Trade Is Mind-Blowingly Bad”
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/the-worst-in-the-world-the-u-s-balance-of-trade-is-mindblowingly-bad
My money-making tip of the day:
If you're a multinational corporation, big bank—“Wall Street"—or part of the Top 1%.
If you want to become even richer on the American economy and American trade deficit.
The first thing you do is recruit an American politician.
They've little loyalty to anything but power—power maintained, simply, by shifting blame for the damage
they've done.
Once discovered, however, politicians are easily replaced.
By their financiers.
And by their constituents.

211.
Words, Steve Biko
December 9, 2011
“The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.”
— Steve Biko, Cape Town, 1971

212.
Graphic: Reelection Rates Over The Years
December 11, 2011
Interesting (and disturbing) graphics from OpenSecrets.org:
“Reelection Rates Over The Years”
www.opensecrets.org/bigpicture/reelect.php
Politicians and voters—few relationships are more abusive.
Yet we stay.
Why?

213.
Occupy Movement Moving Closer To Truth
December 12, 2011
The Occupy movement is getting smarter. Can a boycott of Chinese goods be far behind?
(China, after all, sits on top of the top 1%.)
I liked this report:
“Occupy Protesters Halt Operations at Some West Coast Ports”
www.foxnews.com/us/2011/12/12/occupy-protesters-seek-to-shut-down-west-coast-ports
because the free-trading globalists on Rupert Murdoch's payroll (Fox News, The Wall Street Journal )
actually, perhaps inadvertently, connected some dots:
"Kari Koch, organizer with Shut Down the Ports Working Group of Occupy Portland, said by shutting down
the port, Wall Street will be unable to create profit."
The Salt Lake Tribune included a Walmart protest in its report:
www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/53098741-79/port-occupy-protesters-ports.html.csp
along with the useful comment that,
"Protesters were targeting the American ports because they believe the ports have become 'economic engines
for the elite.'"
"Economic engines for the elite." More dots connected.
Indeed, Goldman Sachs is in the port business. But rather than focus on the money Goldman derives directly
from SSA Marine, we should observe how Goldman's interests are tied to China's.
For example, Goldman Sachs under CEO Henry Paulson—just before Paulson, personally worth an
estimated $700 million, became Secretary of the U.S. Treasury—was "allowed" to buy 5.75% of the biggest
bank of China.
During one of Paulson's 70 trips to China, one would assume. But see how clever? China "allowed"
Goldman Sachs and Henry Paulson to further tie themselves to Chinese interests.
Subsequently—consequently—during the Federal Reserve's record week in October 2008, more than 70% of
U.S. taxpayer-funded bailout money went to foreigners.

Taxpayer money. Your money and your grandchildren's money.
You might also be interested to know that Henry Paulson recently founded The Henry Paulson Institute to
promote U.S.-China relations.
If you're thinking about moving your American business and dollars to China, a second opinion can't hurt.
Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, now of Kissinger Associates, Inc., specializes in such work.
Call him. Call both Henrys.
Ask them how they sleep at night.
Then ask what they plan to do when the people who trusted them finally wake up.

214.
Are you willing to bet your family on any of the current
candidates?
December 14, 2011
Are you willing to bet your family on any of the current candidates?
Because that's what we do when we vote.
(And when we don't vote.)
We place our well-being—our lives, our fortunes, our children—in the hands of so-called "representatives."
But how often do we really know what these "representatives" represent?
How often do we even care?
Strange how we're willing to trust them with so much, these public entertainers we find so worthy of our
ridicule and distrust.
Strange how painful and insecure our lives have become.
Strange how we still haven't put two and two together.
Attached, for obvious reasons:
"Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement"

215.
Census shows 1 in 2 people are poor or low-income—USA
TODAY
December 15, 2011
From today's USA TODAY :
“Census shows 1 in 2 people are poor or low-income”
www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-15/poor-census-low-income/51944034/1
Also from the U.S. Census Bureau:
In October, the U.S. imported a record $37.8 billion in products from China.
(Don't even THINK of saying, "Chinese products are all we can afford.")
And this from the U.S. Department of Labor:
Chicago has a higher unemployment rate than Youngstown, Ohio.
This probably sounds incredible to people who've visited both cities. But places like Chicago offer so many
distractions, so many ways to pretend your job and possessions are safe,
We don't see what we don't want to see.
Can we afford to live like this?
Can we afford politicians who live like this?
Vote as if your life depended on it. If it doesn't now, it will soon enough.

216.
Putty In The Wrong Hands
December 16, 2011
I recently attended a performance of live music before a sophisticated crowd in a U.S. industrial city known
for its interest in politics. The musicians played a composition of mine—instrumental, no lyrics or politics—
which was well-received by an attentive audience. The engaging emcee announced that the talented
composer was in our midst—pointing to me—and, you might like to know, a candidate for President of the
United States with a lot of smart and wonderful ideas.
Not one person showed any interest. None whatsoever. Not one hand-clap, not one question, not one look,
gesture, sound, or rotten cabbage.
Today a personal friend e-mailed, "What we really need is to all get p***ed off!"
My pilgrimage though the Industrial Heartland has me wondering the same. There's a lot of knowledge out
here, but not much stomach for any kind of fight—as if the children of the people who built this country have
simply been down for too long.
I got to thinking about the disconnect between what America is and what we think America is.
Which got me thinking about the many hundreds of U.S. military bases around the globe.
Which got me thinking about who, also, is on the receiving end of all the money being redistributed away
from the working and middle classes.
Which got me thinking about the war industry and how it thrives by [ticking] people off.
Which got me thinking—once again—that what little anger we have left is being misdirected.
Have you ever read War Is A Racket?
www.archive.org/details/WarIsARacket
In the early 1930s, long before the attack on Pearl Harbor, Marine Corps General S.D. Butler, recipient of
two Medals of Honor, warned that U.S. bankers and profiteers were gearing up for war with Japan:
•

Back in 1904, when Russia and Japan fought, we kicked out our old friends the Russians and backed
Japan. Then our very generous international bankers were financing Japan. Now the trend is to
poison us against the Japanese. What does the "open door" policy to China mean to us? We would
be all stirred up to hate Japan and go to war—a war that might well cost us tens of billions of dollars,
hundreds of thousands of lives of Americans, and many more hundreds of thousands of physically
maimed and mentally unbalanced men. Of course, for this loss, there would be a compensating
profit—fortunes would be made. By a few. Yes, they are getting ready for another war.

Last month, the Hoover Institution of Stanford University published Freedom Betrayed: Herbert Hoover's
Secret History of the Second World War and Its Aftermath—many years after the author's death.
www.hooverpress.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1470
If you ever suspected that Pearl Harbor and U.S. involvement in the so-called "good war" WWII might have
been provoked and premeditated, our former President's memoirs might leave you convinced.
In President Hoover's then-careful words, “this continuous putting pins in rattlesnakes finally got this
country bit.”
After you've read Hoover's book, or at least the better reviews, take another look at my speech on defense.
There's plenty to be ticked off about, and we should be ticked off—enough to finally do something about it.
But let's be ticked off at the right people.
When we're ticked off at each other, we're putty in the wrong peoples' hands.
We must stand together.

217.
No Politics or Economics, Just Good American Instrumental
Music (new video)
December 19, 2011
New 60-second video, #9:
Frogwater performs “Tributary Waltz”
Performing: Frogwater www.frogwater.us
Sitting in: Lil' Rev www.lilrev.com
Video recorded before a live audience at Alterra Coffee, Grafton WI, December 18, 2011
"Tributary Waltz" composed by Robert Hall, Music By Robert Hall (ASCAP)
Yep, that's me.
Wouldn't it be nice to have a real-live-person President who understands the economy and can do real-liveperson things?
I even write my own speeches.
Don't you think "Tributary Waltz" sounds better than "Hail To The Chief"?
If you want to hear more, it will be on Frogwater's next CD.
"Tributary Waltz"
Not "Hail to the Chief"
Happy Holidays!

218.
I’m Not Rich But I’m Still Patriotic
December 22, 2011
"You're running for President? You must be rich."
No, I'm not, and this is a good thing. Not that being rich is a bad thing. I want everyone—everyone—to
make more money. (Legally.) But we can't afford politicians who are financially insulated from real life.
Politicians need to feel what the People feel.
I also hear that we need more "business thinking" in government. I disagree. We already have too much.
The goals and values of a business are usually uncomplicated: Profit. Now substitute the word "politician"
for "business." See what I mean? That our politicians are funded by multinational corporations only makes
things worse. Government needs to consider a much broader range of goals and values—so that all citizens
and domestic corporations can profit.
And be happy. In the land of the free and the home of the brave.
First bravery. Then freedom.
I thought about postulating a sequence like
Truer > Braver > Smarter > Freer > Happier
But I decided it wouldn't be worth the fuss right now. Most days I'm interested in discussing the natures of
intelligence and happiness. Today, I'd rather discuss my suspicion of flattering politicians who tell us we're
the best (kindest, smartest, hardest-working, most-resilient, etc.) people on the planet.
For the record, I will say that "stupidity" must somehow be connected to one's actions, so we can't possibly
be the smartest—not on this planet, anyway.
I've probably just broken some kind of taboo. No matter. If our children are not somehow the "best," does
this diminish our love for them? Would we deprive our child in favor of a "better" child from another
family?
Of course not. No sooner than any sane, intelligent person would deprive his country—or his economy—in
favor of another.
I'll leave you with this:
“The purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when we’re
being lied to.”

219.
Politicians do bad things because they are bad people.
December 22, 2011
Washington insider Mike Lofgren explores one aspect of this article's subtitle: "Are Our Rulers Stupid, or Do
They Think We’re Stupid?" I especially liked the last few paragraphs.
“Propagandizing for Perpetual War”
www.counterpunch.org/2011/12/20/propagandizing-for-perpetual-war

220.
Peace on Earth
December 25, 2011
Instead of something made in China, I thought you'd like your own copy of War Is A Racket.
It's only 14 pages long. If enough people read it, they could change the world.
Peace.
—
Attached PDF: War Is A Racket by 2-time Medal of Honor winner Major General Smedley Darlington Butler
View or Download: www.archive.org/details/WarIsARacket

221.
Do you have any good campaign ideas? I could use some
good campaign ideas.
December 26, 2011
Seems I'm the guy everyone would vote for if they knew about.
Frustrating, especially when we've no time to waste.
And the bleaker the future, the bigger the lies, the deeper the demoralization, the bleaker the future. . . .
Until "they" have us exactly where they want us.
"They" can mean almost anyone or anything. Long term, we all lose if this country—one of humanity's
better ideas—is relegated to the pages of history. Two thousand years from now, scholars might analyze our
decline and fall without ever really understanding our peculiar form of mass suicide.
I won't claim to understand it, either, but I think it must have something to do with our race against
boredom.
I will say that if I were a young American, I would feel pretty cheated.
We can do better. We owe it to everyone and everything we're supposed to stand for.
So, our task is to delight our fellow citizens in the rediscovered knowledge that our choices are not limited to
mass suicide and/or lessers of evils. But how?
This is not so obvious. For example, I can't agree to interviews when the media won't agree not to try to
hamper my efforts.
The money folks who sponsor our media and political parties are sponsoring an $8-billion reality show
called "Campaign 2012."
Follow the money trail.
To the media, people like me are, at best, temporary entertainment for a bored audience.
Hmmm. Maybe it's me who's easily entertained. I can think of a lot of things more boring than trying to stay
alive.
I'll bet you can, too. If you have any ideas for getting the word out, please let me or your favorite candidate
know.
Thanks!

222.
“What can the average person do?”—a frequent question
December 28, 2011
"What can the average person do?"
Everything.
To solve our problems, we "average people" can do the opposite of what we did to create our problems in the
first place.
It was only a matter of time before
•
•

Buying foreign products
Making uninformed—childish—voting decisions

caught up with us. Now we're suffering the consequences.
And we don't seem to care that our children will suffer even worse.
What can the average person do?
Everything.
What should the average person do?
Something.
Do something, for God's sake.
Do something.

223.
Wackiest Campaign Idea So Far
December 28, 2011
Wackiest campaign idea so far:
A reality show in which the People choose their own First Lady for a bachelor President: me.
Interesting. But I'll have to think about it some more.
She'd have to be American-made.
And very patriotic.

224.
“Corrupt, Lazy And Stinking Rich”
December 29, 2011
Ask not what your country can do for you:
“You Won't Believe How Corrupt, Lazy And Stinking Rich Our Congress Critters Have Become”
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/you-wont-believe-these-statistics-which-show-how-corruptlazy-and-stinking-rich-our-congress-critters-have-become
Some lowlights from the article:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

250 members of Congress are millionaires.
The collective net worth of all members of Congress increased by 25 percent between 2008 and 2010.
After adjusting for inflation, between 1984 and 2009 the median net worth of members of Congress
rose from $280,000 to $725,000 while the median net worth of all Americans declined over the same
time period.
Those who won U.S. Senate seats during the last election spent an average of nearly $10 million on
their campaigns.
When it comes to federal elections, the candidate who raises the most money wins about 90 percent
of the time.
More than 5 billion dollars were spent on political campaigns in 2008, and it is being projected that 8
billion dollars will be spent on political campaigns in 2012.
According to the latest polls, the approval rating for Congress is sitting at about 12 percent.
On September 16, 2008 Henry Paulson and Ben Bernanke held "closed-door meetings" with
members of Congress to warn that the financial system was about to collapse, but instead of racing to
save the financial system, many Congressmen raced to save their stock portfolios.

Ask what you can do for your country:

225.
[DttG e-mail]
January 1, 2012
I've attached a PDF transcript of my Presidential candidacy speech.
Why?
So the ideas continue to circulate and grow.
Might sound a bit pompous, but . . .
I've been told my speech ranks among the best in U.S. history. At the very least, it's better than anything
we've heard from the "official" candidates—or their sponsors, or their speechwriters.
(Don't you sometimes wonder what George Washington would think about today's politicians?)
But this isn't about me or my candidacy, nor has it ever been.
This is about doing things right.
For our sake.
And for the sake of our children.
Feel free to send copies of my speech to your favorite candidates.
And their sponsors. And their speechwriters.
And everyone else you know.
—
"Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement"
U.S. Library of Congress Registration Number TXu001759527, June 10, 2011

226.
And now a word from Napoleon Dynamite:
January 4, 2012
I've attached an MP3 you might find useful.
You can save it to your desktop.
Play it as often as you need to.
Keep it handy.
This is an election year.
—
Attached MP3: Napoleon Dynamite saying "Idiot!" as only Napoleon Dynamite can.

227.
Plutocrats on the move. Beware the Top 1%
January 5, 2012
Our politicians and media are owned by the same multinationals. Is there any hope left for the American
citizen?
Months ago, I predicted the Republicans would take a dive:
". . . the big money party that finances our nominal 'two'-party system has found its guy in Barack Obama.
Expect a long parade of Republican candidates incapable of unseating the President. The big money people
have never had it better, and the GOP has been ordered to stand down."
I also said the top 1% would play "the bad guys":
"The campaign financiers, a tiny minority of the world's population, willingly don black hats to steer the
majority of American voters to candidates hand-picked by the campaign financiers."
Today, the media seem eager to prove me right—and to keep the money flowing.
An estimated $8 billion will be spent on the 2012 campaigns. Expect the media to hype, fan the flames, and
hype some more. They'll milk the campaigns for all they're worth.
Here's the scheme of the day—or so I believe:
Barack Obama—Wall Street lapdog, obedient servant of defense contractors and offshore producers—gets a
populist makeover and runs against the designated "Wall Street/Top 1% favorite" Mitt Romney. Romney
can't win, so the real Wall Street/Top 1% favorite Barack Obama stays in office for another four years. Even
if everything goes haywire and the Republicans manage to unseat Obama, the Republican winner would be a
guy like Romney, so Wall Street and the Top 1% still win.
And the rest of the country loses.
Wall Street and the Top 1% will probably never trust their fate to the democratic process.
Now, if these Republicans had any sense, they would abandon their free trade agenda, divorce the
multinationals, and reform themselves in economic nationalism.
But then, where would they get the big campaign money?
In any case, it's hard to blame the Democrats for having so much fun with the Republican primaries.
But after all the partisanship, the wedge issues, the refusal to come together as Americans—

After all the greed and childishness have taken their final toll—
Who will be left to blame?

228.
“The Myth of Japan’s Failure”—and lessons to be learned
January 6, 2012
Eamonn Fingleton has so effectively debunked the conventional wisdom of Japan's “lost decades,” nobody
will debate him in public. If you're not familiar with Eamonn Fingleton's work, you don't know how much
fun you've been missing. Please see his website www.fingleton.net and this article from The New York
Times Sunday Review:
“The Myth of Japan’s Failure”
www.nytimes.com/2012/01/08/opinion/sunday/the-true-story-of-japans-economic-success.html
At the risk of doing Mr. Fingleton an injustice by quoting him out of context, I'll connect this e-mail to my
usual topics by quoting Mr. Fingleton out of context:
•

A striking instance of how the [“fallen giant” Japan] story has influenced American perceptions
appears in “The Next 100 Years,” by the consultant George Friedman. In a chapter headed “China
2020: Paper Tiger,” Mr. Friedman argues that, just as Japan “failed” in the 1990s, China will soon
have its comeuppance. Talk of this sort powerfully fosters complacency and confusion in Washington
in the face of a United States-China trade relationship that is already arguably the most destructive in
world history and certainly the most unbalanced.

Would that we could turn back time and replace Larry Summers with Eamonn Fingleton.
Of course, we'd need a completely different kind of President.
—
P.S. Another by retired Congressional staffer Mike Lofgren:
“Have the Super-Rich Seceded from the United States?”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/01/05/have-the-super-rich-seceded-from-the-united-states

229.
As if you needed another reason to hate politicians:
January 7, 2012
As if you needed another reason to hate politicians:
“Obama to businesses: Bring jobs home”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/07/us-obama-us-jobs-idUSTRE80608B20120107
What a cold-blooded, despicable hypocrite.
The guy knows what's right, and he'll say it to get votes, but once elected he does exactly the opposite. It
worked so well in 2008, Barack Obama and his multinational campaign investors are up to the same tricks in
2012.
The Republicans are no different. Both parties feed at the same multinational trough. Neither is interested in
bringing jobs home—no more jobs than are needed for re-election.
We are beaten and humiliated by these traitors—yes, traitors—again and again, until we become so
demoralized we lose interest in our own country.
Then we teach our children to set their sights even lower.

230.
Televisions Assembled in Detroit USA
January 9, 2012
A big step? A small step?
No matter. It will be a show worth watching—and supporting.
Especially if you don't buy your new TV from Walmart.
“HDTVs: Now Made in America”
www.news10.net/news/watercooler/171887/335/HDTVs-Now-Made-in-America
www.elementelectronics.com

231.
War and War With Iran
January 12, 2012
Yesterday's entry from Ralph Nader:
“Iran: The Neocons Are At It Again”
http://nader.org/2012/01/11/iran-the-neocons-are-at-it-again
•

Somehow the Iranians, who were invaded in 1980 by a U.S.-backed Saddam Hussein, resulting in a
million casualties, and who have not invaded anybody for 250 years, are taking a very long time to
build a capability for atomic bomb production, much less the actual weapons.

Essential—and eye-opening—understanding of the military-industrial complex and its deceptions can be
found in this free download, guaranteed more useful and interesting than anything on TV this weekend:
“The Pentagon Labyrinth: 10 Short Essays to Help You Through It”
— “From 10 Pentagon Insiders, Retired Military Officers and Specialists With Over 400 Years of Defense
Experience”
www.dnipogo.org/labyrinth
•

People say the Pentagon does not have a strategy. They are wrong. The Pentagon does have a
strategy; it is: "Don't interrupt the money flow, add to it."

For some insight into my own views on war—including war with Iran—please see the chapter on "Defense"
in my candidacy speech:
•

•

•

•

Most Americans don’t know that, since the end of the Second World War, their empire has been in
the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial complex that President—
General—Eisenhower warned us about.
Since World War II, Congress has abrogated its legal responsibility to declare war. The power of the
Presidency has grown unchecked and unbalanced. Our standing professional army gets its marching
orders from the President, who gets his marching orders from his multinational money people, who
explain the wars to us regular folks through corporate-sponsored media.
American citizens—rather, our children—get the bills, the caskets, and the enduring suspicion of the
outside world. By design and deceit, the realities of war remain, for too many of us, in the videogame realm of the abstract. Thousands of human lives, millions of productive jobs, and trillions of
taxpayer dollars are lost forever as we go about our business, calm in the conventional wisdom that
war is good for the economy.
Members of Congress must be willing to look in a mirror and ask if they themselves are worth dying
for.

•

And what if their children are the children dying?

232.
Trade Deficit Deepens
January 13, 2012
Today's Census Bureau report:
“U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS AND SERVICES, November 2011”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
shows:
•
•

From October to November, our trade deficit worsened from $43.3 billion to $47.8 billion—more
than 10% in one month.
More than 42% of our goods deficit (this includes oil) was with one country: China.

See also www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html:
•
•

In 2010, we set an all-time record deficit with China: $273,063,200,000.
In the first 11 months of 2011, we racked up a $272,321,300,000 deficit with China.

Don't expect the Democrats and Republicans to help. Both parties are funded by the same multinationals
that control our media—and, therefore, what we think.
The same multinationals that have quadrupled China's GDP over a decade, while stealing $ trillions from
American taxpayers and their children.
Still, I can't remember any multinationals actually forcing us to buy their products, invest in their securities,
or vote for their puppets.

233.
“Fresh voice in the political wilderness”—Tribune-Democrat
editorial on Bob Hall
January 15, 2012
“Fresh voice in the political wilderness”
By Chip Minemyer, Editor, The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown, PA
January 15, 2012
Do you believe the U.S. political and economic systems are failing because elected officials are bought and
sold and global organizations have too much power?
If you do, then Robert Hall just might be the candidate for you.
Hall, a 55-year-old Illinois native, is running for president of the United States as an independent.
To date, his campaign has been a grass-roots effort primarily through YouTube, Facebook and other social
media channels.
A Web search for announced presidential candidates brings up Hall’s name - and many others, some
offering voices of change in a dense wilderness.
In a telephone interview, Hall said he sees a broken political system that is dominated by big money and
outside influences, a system that sends to Washington people who really aren’t serving those who put them
in office.
And he sees a U.S. economy that is being overtaken by companies in China and elsewhere while our nation’s
leaders either look the other way or take payoffs to let the takeover happen.
“We have a $10 trillion consumer-driven economy. The rest of the world is trying to get their hands on it,
and we’re not doing much to protect it,” Hall said.
“I want to let people know that they no longer have to vote for the lessers of evils.”
He bemoans experts’ predictions that $7 billion will be spent by people running for office in 2012, even
though the offices will pay a fraction of that amount.
Hall points to candidates who accept money from foreign interests and business leaders, or from companies
that make their products in other countries.
He said: “Candidates tell them, ‘Come here and do enough to get us re-elected and you can have the place.’ ”

Hall added: “The biggest employer in Saginaw, Mich., is the Chinese army. Are you OK with that?”
And: “American culture is being looted. There is basically one party – money – and both the Republicans
and Democrats are part of it. It’s run by multinationals.”
Politics has always been crooked.
“But in the past, at least the crooks were American crooks.”
Is the nation ready for his message?
Hall says signs of unrest such as the tea party and Occupy movements suggest the moment is right for a new
direction.
“We are living in strange times,” he said. “There’s a restlessness on Main Street, U.S.A. It’s a powder keg
where people are looking for something they can get behind. I really think people are ready to embrace a
non-politician.”
“I didn’t see anybody else doing anything about it,” he added. “It’s a lot crazier not to run for president than
to run for president.”
Among his platforms:
* Reducing the trade deficit by convincing American companies to make products at home and also
convincing American consumers to support and even invest in companies that employ people in this country.
He said: “Workers and consumers are the same people.”
“They don’t realize the damage they do to their own economy by supporting somebody else’s economy.”
* Rebuilding America’s manufacturing base and reviving the country’s trade heritage, while shifting away
from “the fictitious economy of Wall Street,” which he says is to blame for the ongoing recession.
* Reducing U.S. dependence on foreign energy, which he says has drained the economy and pulled this
country into “unnecessary” wars. He said, “We need truly American oil and alternative energy industries,
with U.S. government policies in place to protect them.”
* Eliminating the federal income tax, and reducing the size and influence of the IRS, and replacing income
taxes with consumption-based taxes.
* Tightening immigration controls to freeze the drug trade.
* Enacting an extreme campaign finance overhaul to reduce the amount of money spent on elections and, by
extension, rein in the control money has over the political system. He said: “Ninety percent of the time, the
guy who spends the most money gets elected. Or re-elected.”
The odds are long against Hall even making a dent in the presidential chase.
He’s not rich and he doesn’t have the backing of any major corporations.

Which, he says, is exactly the point.
“I’ve had a lot of people say to me: ‘If people knew about you, they would vote for you,’” he said. “The
lefties and the righties and the people in between – they all see that what we’re doing isn’t working.”
“Nobody wants to support the loser,” Hall said. “But if enough people vote for the loser, then the loser
becomes the winner. And suddenly, everybody wins.”
Here’s hoping third-party candidates such as Hall find a place on the national stage, and opportunities to at
least join the debate – before it’s too late.
“It’s for the country, it’s for the kids, it’s for the principles involved,” he said. “Somebody has to do it the
right way.”
—
http://tribune-democrat.com/chipminemyer/x2019121176/Chip-Minemyer-Fresh-voice-in-the-politicalwilderness

234.
More Defense Money Does Not Mean More Defense
January 17, 2012
Attached to this e-mail is a book:
“The Pentagon Labyrinth: 10 Short Essays to Help You Through It”
http://dnipogo.org/labyrinth
From 10 Pentagon insiders, retired military officers and specialists with over 400 years of defense
experience.
I hope you read it and pass it along.
You might also be interested in:
“Defense—Chapter 7 of 8, Bob Hall 2012 Candidacy Announcement”
The text and video of which can be found here:
—
From James Madison in 1822:
“A popular Government, without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a
Farce or a Tragedy; or, perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: And a people who mean to
be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.”

235.
Top Justice Officials Connected to Mortgage Banks
January 21, 2012
“Insight: Top Justice officials connected to mortgage banks”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/20/us-usa-holder-mortgage-idUSTRE80J0PH20120120
•

"U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder and Lanny Breuer, head of the Justice Department's criminal
division, were partners for years at a Washington law firm that represented a Who's Who of big banks
and other companies at the center of alleged foreclosure fraud, a Reuters inquiry shows."

Our government might be corrupt, but it's our choice. We can change it if we want to.
Look at how a handful of people armed with the Internet killed SOPA and PIPA just last week.
Would you say you're "happy" with the current candidates?
Or would you employ a different adjective?

236.
Obama needs men like Clyde and Eamonn in his Cabinet
January 26, 2012
Fascinating clarity and insight from two of my favorite writers. I somehow doubt the New York-Washington
axis enjoys hearing from them as much as I do.
Clyde Prestowitz: “Apple makes good products but flawed arguments”
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/01/23/apple_makes_good_products_but_flawed_arguments
Eamonn Fingleton: “Japan’s Trade Figures: Some Perspective”
www.fingleton.net/japans-trade-figures-some-perspective
—
An article from Pat Choate would have made this a perfect day.
BTW, I was the guest on a radio show this morning. Great host, great callers. More later. . . .

237.
Important enough, I think, to send twice
January 27, 2012
This article is too important—and interesting, and entertaining—to ignore.
(And Apple's behavior is just too much. Why do we encourage this?)
“Apple makes good products but flawed arguments”
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/01/23/apple_makes_good_products_but_flawed_arguments
Some highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Apple says: "We don't have an obligation to solve America's problems."
But Steve Jobs and Apple executives once thought America had an obligation to solve
Apple's problems.
Author Prestowitz, a leading U.S. trade negotiator, was there.
Almost every Apple product came from a program supported by U.S. government—taxpayer—
money.
Apple products still have a large U.S. government—taxpayer—R&D content.
Apple currently depends on the U.S. government and military—funded by taxpayers—to defend its
property and Asian supply chain.
Author Prestowitz says Asian manufacturers make Apple products because Asian governments have
targeted wealth-creating American industries, not because Asian producers are lower priced, more
efficient, or better supplied with engineers.
"The evolution of these supply chains is not some natural, organic process. Rather it is government
guided and supported all along the way. And what is thus built can also be unbuilt or rebuilt."
The U.S. government could easily support U.S. productivity and create new American wealth.
Germany and Japan are both high-wage and -cost societies, and they both trade with China and Asia
at a surplus.
The United States could do the same.

So why don’t we?

238.
Just Another Manic Monday
January 30, 2012
People tell me things. I don't know why, exactly, but people—complete strangers, even—have told me
things my whole life. Over the past few years, what they've been saying has gotten more dramatic. For
example, more and more people are talking suicide. Life is unhappy, they say, and they've lost hope. This is
tragic, I think, and reason enough to right our wrongs.
Similarly but less troubling, a lot of older people practically advertise that they're happy to be nearer the end
than the beginning. They feel sorry for today's kids and the world they'll have to live in.
Blah, blah, blah. I guess this is what passes for honesty these days.
OK. I'll do what I can to make this country a better place for their children. But there is an "attitude,"
increasingly common, that bugs me: wealthier older folks who seem oblivious that, had it not been for the
brief American experiment in democracy and opportunity, they would have likely spent their entire lives in
poverty and peasanthood—that is, if they had lived at all.
It might also be observed that most of us don't care that previous generations cared more about us than we
care about our own—our children or our own selves.
Another odd phenomenon I come across is the stubborn zeal with which people will defend their news
sources. I think most of them are ridiculous, so I can't defend either Left or Right, but at times like these it's
hard not to think about Fox News. I wonder how many Fox fans know that News Corporation's biggest
stockholder (behind Australian Rupert Murdoch, age 81, and his 43-year-old Chinese wife) is a Saudi
Arabian oil prince, that Barack Obama is the #1 biggest recipient of News Corporation campaign money, or
that News Corporation—Fox's parent company, mind you—also owns The Wall Street Journal.
I'd like to think that most Americans aren't quite so easy to fool, but then again I'm not ready to bet the farm.
Even sophisticated professionals, people who should know better, make the same mistakes over and over
again. (While expecting different results, perhaps?) For example, so many wind up frustrated, confused, and
angry every time the U.S. Treasury misses yet another opportunity to label China a currency manipulator.
Fact is, the big multinationals that control our government and both of our political parties (and our official
candidates) are doing quite well by China's currency manipulation and trade surplus.
It would appear that even sophisticated professionals sometimes need to remind themselves to follow the
money trail—and then not trust all of their eggs to one basket.
To be continued. In the meantime, I'll leave you with this:
If you think our two-party system is a scam, you're right. If you think there's nothing you can do about it,
you're wrong.

If you think we have any time to waste, you're extra wrong.

239.
You don’t really think our problems are going to fix
themselves, do you?
January 31, 2012

Folks, I could use a little help here.
Life in America has never been perfect, but the people who actually built this country better understood the
differences between politics and entertainment.
(And they didn't demand entertainment like we do.)
Therefore—therefore—we owe them our gratitude, if not our lives.
Their citizenship meant more than criticizing and complaining, more than getting their ignorant butts off the
couch once every four years to vote for lessers of evils, then patting themselves on the back for having
fulfilled the responsibility of citizenship.
We can learn from them. Again. And we might, if it weren't so easy to submit to the media—media owned
and controlled by the same people who own and control our government.
The people busy dismantling our economy and destroying our future are the same people who control our
understanding of what they're up to.
They have us convinced we're powerless, so it's only natural we've become passive and apathetic as well.
We trust them. And they have us exactly where they want us. They'll hand us another President, another
Congress, that works for them—and lies to us.
But only if we let them. It's our choice. Read your Constitution.
We can do more than simply vote for lesser-of-evil candidates sponsored by big multinational money and
hyped by their media.
We can let our fellow citizens know they have other choices.
We can run for office ourselves.
We can encourage others to run for office.
We can learn how to spell "Bob Hall" for a write-in ballot.
There are lots of things we can do.

“We.”
I can't do this on my own and I need your help.
We ALL need your help.

240.
Government Lies About Our Shrinking Economy. Does
Anybody Care?
February 1, 2012
Say what you will about former Assistant U.S. Treasury Secretary Paul Craig Roberts, his patriotism and
courage are never in doubt. Here, he explains—in layman's terms—how your government lies to you about
your money and how this affects your well-being.
“Economics Lesson 1”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2012/01/31/economics-lesson-1

241.
8.3% Unemployment?
February 3, 2012
Today's January 2012 unemployment report is the first to use 2010 Census data. Last month's December
2011 report used figures from the 2000 Census.
December's 8.5% and January's 8.3% cannot be compared.
Shadow Government Statistics—
www.shadowstats.com
—includes the long-term unemployed and discouraged in its calculations, and reports that unemployment has
worsened from 22.4% in December to 22.5% in January.
Our economy is not recovering.
You know it. I know it.
Why don't our so-called "leaders" seem to know it?

242.
Taking Action Against Economic Treason
February 4, 2012
American politics—our country, our lives—are being hijacked, in plain view, by a very small handful of
very rich people, while the rest of us are sitting still and watching it happen, if not lining up for the slaughter
ourselves.
How do we think this story is going to end?
For the record, I think that if any crime should warrant the death penalty, economic treason should top the
list. A murderer usually kills one, but financial criminals can by their actions destroy millions of innocent
lives, if not an entire nation. They should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. Instead, we've been
rewarding them with more money and power. No wonder we're in the mess we're in.
From Charles Ferguson, director of the documentary "Inside Job":
“Let Them Eat Task Forces”
www.huffingtonpost.com/charles-ferguson/financial-crimes-unit_b_1254274.html

243.
Donating Money by PayPal, WePay, or Personal Check
February 7, 2012
"Democratic" and "Republican" Super PACs buying our elections should be troubling to all Americans, even
the very wealthy. Our politics—our entire society—have become as unsustainable as our economic
practices.
Our basic system of tax-deductible contributions to political non-profits has always been unproductive and
anti-American. The legal hurdles of fees and registrations in all 50 states are designed to keep outsiders
out—with "outsiders" defined as the non-Democrat, non-Republican, non-Wealthy. Are any of these
organizations honestly "not-for-profit" or are they formed to avoid taxes and concentrate political power—
while paying themselves very well indeed?
I'm not looking for money from people who want the tax deduction. People should contribute because they
want to support the candidate and the platform—hopefully, because the candidate and platform are good for
the country.
You can make a contribution (let's be legal and call this "a non-tax-deductible payment or gift") using
•
•
•

PayPal—and my campaign e-mail address BobHall2012@Gmail.com
WePay—where the account BobHall2012@Gmail.com can be located with
https://www.wepay.com/donations/BobHall2012
Check—payable to Robert Hall and mailed to the postal address displayed on my Facebook
campaign page: PO Box 59288, Schaumburg, IL, 60159

Please identify yourself clearly. I will accept money only from U.S. citizens. I will not accept money from
corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
If the rest of our politicians had the same philosophy, I wouldn't have to be President.
Thank you.

244.
(The Great) Eamonn Fingleton Quotes Bob Hall
February 7, 2012
Eamonn Fingleton is one of the world's leading authorities on trade and the global economy. In the current
issue of The American Conservative—February 2012, Ron Paul on the cover—Mr. Fingleton does not quote
Barack Obama or Mitt Romney or Newt Gingrich.
Mr. Fingleton quotes me. :-)
From his article, “We Aren't Number 1”:
The point was aptly summed up in a conversation I had the other day with Bob Hall, an Illinois native who is
running for president as an independent. Sympathetic to issues raised by both the Tea Party and Occupy
Wall Street movements, he deplores the loss of America’s former infrastructural glory in recent decades. “I
was born in Chicago in the 1950s, so of course my heart sank a little when the Sears Tower was demoted,”
he said. "The Sears Tower was not just a tall building for me. It symbolized America’s leadership of the
world. Our human superlatives, if you will. The U.S. had for so long provided the greatest opportunity for
the greatest number of people, we never dreamed our country and everything in it wouldn’t just keep getting
better and better. We were the most optimistic people on earth, eager to try and eager to succeed. Of course,
these feed each other, so every time our prestige slips, so does our interest in restoring it."
Further:
As Bob Hall suggests, America’s mood of increasing insecurity feeds on itself. “As our prestige slips, so
does our interest in restoring it,” he says.
—
See also: www.fingleton.net

245.
Bob Hall on Talk Radio
February 7, 2012
In recent weeks, I've twice had the privilege of being a guest on CSC (Common Sense Coalition) Talk
Radio. They've scheduled me again for March 22.
You'd like the host, Beth Ann. She's very likeable. Better yet, she really does have a tremendous amount of
horse sense, and her station is refreshingly non-commercial.
People have come to know my politics as unpretentious, straightforward, and more "broad spectrum" than
partisan, so CSC is a comfortable place for me. Their listeners seem to be fans of Ron Paul, which says
something.
My last experience with radio was over 30 years ago, and not nearly so much fun. I was placed in a strange
studio—lights off, just me and a microphone—to discuss solar energy with an imaginary audience hidden
somewhere in the black walls. (Altogether more weird than ironic.)
Anyway, after a couple of tries on CSC via cellphone, I think your "Real" candidate is beginning to get the
hang of this.
(By the way and somewhat related: before you criticize anyone for using a teleprompter, try using one
yourself, like I did for the first time when I recorded my candidacy speech. Now, I will be the first to say
that teleprompter skill has nothing whatsoever to do with leadership or governance, but it is a skill to be
recognized—if ultimately a skill to be feared.)
—
You can check out CSC Talk Radio here:
www.csctalkradio.com
Many thanks to Beth Ann Schoeneberg and CSC Talk Radio for their interest in America's real economy,
and for not caring whether a political candidate has money to spend.

246.
On the current deceptions and the state of our union
February 9, 2012
Tomorrow, our "government" will publish figures showing that in 2011 we set an all-time-record trade
deficit with the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China.
Gee whiz, do you think the trade deficit might have something to do with the sorry State of the Union?
(Careful. Former Fed chairman Paul Volcker testified that the trade deficit was responsible for the 2008
financial crisis. Our government thanked Mr. Volcker by arranging for his future silence.)
But our Union could hardly be a sorrier State. We are being lied to, plundered, and lied to some more—to
put it mildly. (I'm biting my tongue.) To wit:
Economic growth is negative. Our government recently reported 2.8% for the last quarter of 2011, but take
away the involuntary inventory build-up and our growth was 0.8%. Apply any reasonably honest adjustment
for inflation, the 0.8% disappears, and we're left with the reality we're all experiencing: a dying USA. Our
government says the inflation rate is ~3%, but our government does not have to buy groceries or meet a
budget. ShadowStats.com calculates inflation at 10.7%, but then ShadowStats is not a chamber pot of sleazy
incumbents, self-interested bureaucrats, and Wall Street gamblers.
Unemployment is rising, not falling. And, good grief, what bubble-dweller could possibly believe the
8.3% figure our government, media, and gamblers are crowing about? (Even the Congressional Budget
Office is projecting 9.2% unemployment for 2013.) Almost everyone I meet—especially the part-time
employed and the full-time under-employed— knows the official unemployment figures are deliberately
deceptive. Some even remember that the Clinton administration, with the stroke of a pen, actually legislated
long-term discouraged workers out of existence in 1994. ShadowStats, of course, still recognizes these
unfortunate souls and calculates current unemployment at 22.5%—up from December's 22.4%.
Now, our ever-campaigning President—according to even The New York Times in "Another 2012 Campaign
for Sale”—"is telling the country that simply getting re-elected is bigger than standing on principle."
Just what the country needs.
And flush with Super PAC money, what better way to ensure re-election than war with Iran? (Even Rick
Santorum seems to have this figured out, but Obama will claim the wartime-incumbent's job security.
Again, anything to get re-elected.)
Make no mistake about it: we're gearing up for war with Iran, even though national intelligence director
James Clapper says that Iran is not—not—making any nuclear weapons.
Is anyone paying attention?

I'm disgusted and out of time—about to lose my free wi-fi when this Wauwatosa WI coffee shop closes for
the evening. I'll leave you with a campaign idea:
Everyone in the U.S. who thinks I'd represent them better than Obama, Romney, Gingrich, Santorum, or
you-name-it can send me $10. Ten dollars X 300,000,000 Americans is more than enough to defeat the
multinational billionaires and their Super PACs.
Honestly, though, I'd rather 300,000,000 Americans kept their money, studied my ideas, discussed them with
friends, and put me in Washington in a way we can all be proud of.

247.
New Record Trade Deficit (Loss): $295 Billion Dollars to the
Giant
February 10, 2012
Here you go:
“Trade in Goods with China”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html
—
2011 Deficit (Loss): $ 295,456,500,000—a new record.
—
What does it all mean?
See “College Girl, Economy, Jobs” and “Dollar to the Giant”
The lyrics—now 4 years old—are reprinted below.
Yes, I told you so.

248.
“Why I Still Like Ike”
February 11, 2012
Confucius said, "Only the man of humanity knows how to love people and hate people."
I was contemplating an essay on how much I despise the Democratic and Republican candidates and how
people like me are the country's only hope—whether top 1% or bottom 99%—when I came across a useful
reminder in The Huffington Post.
Young Americans should know that once upon a time—actually, not so very long ago—the average house
was smaller than 1,000 sq. ft., one paycheck could support an entire family, and we were by almost every
standard much happier than we are today.
Old Americans should remember—and teach young Americans—that this was accomplished through
economic productivity: manufacturing. We built things, and thus created prosperity and security.
It is of no small significance that—once upon a time, not so very long ago—our leaders were by almost
every standard much better human beings than they are today.
“Why I Still Like Ike”
By William Astore
www.huffingtonpost.com/william-astore/dwight-eisenhower-memorial_b_1270232.html

249.
There but for the Greece. . . .
February 13, 2012
Greece—riots, arson—is practically a war zone. This morning, the multinational bankers and their money
markets were giddy over new austerity measures imposed on Greece by the multinational bankers and their
money markets.
While Greek children are starving.
Welcome to "the global economy."
Greece would fare better as a sovereign nation, rather than part of a multinational bankers' union. Greece
could devalue its drachma and rebuild the Greek economy through tourism and exports; but, alas and
stupidly, the Greeks relinquished control of their destiny by joining the EU (and, incidentally, making more
room for German exports).
Similarly, the U.S. has sacrificed freedom with every trade agreement and every factory moved offshore.
Not only do we lose the tools to create wealth and decent jobs, we lose the tools to repair what little U.S.
economy we have left. Stimulus spending now largely bypasses U.S. interests and winds up stimulating
offshore manufacturers and foreign economies—multinationals now determining U.S. economic policy and
political campaigns.
None of this is rocket science, so the multinational bankers busy consolidating their power are also trying
very hard to make their activity appear complicated and beyond the comprehension of mere mortals.
It's time to pay attention.
We—not the Greeks—are the world's biggest debtors. We—not the Greeks—have the world's worst trade
deficit. We—not the Greeks—have the higher income inequality.
And seriously, is anyone willing to say American politicians are less corrupt than Greek?
American children—many now starving, most facing futures of diminished opportunity—are routinely
sacrificed to multinational bankers and their markets. The U.S. government and media routinely produce
phony economic data designed to serve the fictitious economy of Wall Street at the expense of Main Street's
real economy, as if the Dow were important and the trade deficit is not.
It is commonly observed that Americans are less interested in politics than are the citizens of older, wiser
cultures.
There's a lesson in this, somewhere.

250.
Part One of Two: A Plan For Winning In 2012
February 16, 2012
A write-in Presidential candidate winning just one state in 2012 would change American politics forever.
Forever.
American citizens might still "lose" this election to the global wealthy, their election industry, and their
hand-picked Democrats and Republicans.
But we'd win the future.
By simply realizing:
It can be done.
And by watching one state lead forty-nine out of darkness.
Who says this cannot be done?
Exactly who—what kinds of people—say this cannot be done?

251.
Part Two of Two: Taking Democracy To The Next Level
February 18, 2012
The people who run this country and its media think that you and I are idiots who believe everything we're
told.
We're told, among other unusual things, that we must vote for a Democrat or a Republican—specifically,
their Democrat or their Republican—or risk wasting our vote on a "spoiler."
It's clear that the people who run this country and its media don’t want us to spoil the fun they're having
spoiling American life for the rest of us.
Not that these people are incapable of sharing. For example, they don't believe in democracy, but they’re
willing to share their belief.
They don’t want us to believe in democracy, either.
If you and I were to believe in democracy, we might understand the irresponsibility of voting for Democrats
and Republicans who are sponsored by the people who run this country and its media.
We might take a longer view of politics. For example, instead of lavishing $ billions on advertising to buy
fifty states for Election Day, then repeating the process every four years, we might make a careful investment
in just one state.
The citizens of one state could learn that, in truth and by law, they are not required to vote for Democrats and
Republicans who are sponsored by the people who control ballot access and run this country and its media.
The citizens of one state could learn how to write-in, on ballots, the names of good men and women who
deserve their trust.
(This is easier, it will likely be discovered, than selecting from a menu of official puppets and reprobates.)
The citizens of one state could show the other forty-nine how it’s done—and that, contrary to established
pessimism, it can be done.
A write-in Presidential candidate winning just one state in 2012 would change American politics forever.
Soon all 50 states would be empowered, inspired, and perhaps even "United." Citizens would know their
possibilities and so fear their responsibilities less.
The two-party plutocracy wouldn’t know what hit it.
We could do all of this—and more—you and I.

If we believed in democracy.

252.
Comparing Quotes
February 18, 2012
“The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.”
—Steve Biko, 1971
“The oppressor uses the Internet as a tool. The oppressed uses the Internet as a toy.”
—Bob Hall, 2012

253.
Toledo Wakes Up In China
February 19, 2012
The Toledo Blade is currently featuring a three-day report on real estate acquisitions by the People's Republic
of China:
“Toledo's China Connection”
www.toledoblade.com/chinaconnection2012
I hope you remember my November 2011 video addressing the same:
“60 Seconds From The Road #5”*
Let's fan the flames. My October 2011 video:
“60 Seconds From The Road #2”
explains, in 60 seconds, how the biggest employer in Saginaw, MI is Chinese-government-owned war
contractor AVIC.
In other words: the People's Liberation Army.
This is intolerable.
Maybe now some Michigan newspaper will find the courage to say it.
—
*Thanks for the interview, Chuck in Toledo!

254.
Authority Figures and Dr. Milgram’s Experiment
February 20, 2012
Sometimes, trying to get my head around American self-destruction or Jewish inertia in early Nazi Germany,
I think about Stanley Milgram's famous experiment in which a subject would administer electric shocks to
another, regardless of the other's pain, simply because the subject was told to do so by an authority figure.
Reluctant subjects usually proceeded after being reassured they would not be held responsible.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milgram_experiment
We, of course, are that subject.
These days, it doesn't seem to matter who the authority figures are. Our electronic devices are full of them.
They are famous.
Authority figures give us the go-ahead to abandon our natural responsibilities, which is why we welcome
their authority.
Granted, this is a broad statement and there are exceptions—exceptions, for example, that help explain the
resurgence of religion in America in recent decades.
But, by and large, our popular authority figures encourage us to work against our own interests, for which we
are not held responsible.
No doubt, most of our popular authority figures are well familiar with Dr. Stanley Milgram's experiment.
Which is why we should be, too.

255.
Taxes, Paychecks, Politicians: When Will We Ever Learn?
February 21, 2012
The Democrats and Republicans are conniving for your votes with the same old nonsense about your taxes.
When will we ever learn?
I have advocated the complete elimination of both corporate and personal income tax.
The federal government should get its money from protective tariffs and a progressive consumption tax.
Read your history. Use your head.
More than 150 of our global trading partners have VATs that serve as protective tariffs.
The U.S. has the largest trade deficit in the history of the world.
Our global trading partners have the largest surplus.
From today's news:
“China to increase [VAT] tax rebate to exporters – report”
http://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/china-increase-tax-rebate-exporters-020159251.html
•
•
•
•

China's export sector is "feeling the punch" from the European debt crisis.
[A crisis that probably would not exist if Europe hadn't surrendered its wealth-creating factories to
China's export sector.]
Export tax policy, which allows exporters to claim refunds on their domestic VAT payments, is used
as a tool to help the export sector.
At the end of 2008, when China's export machine was slowing in the global financial crisis, China
increased tax rebates on nearly one-quarter of its products, including shoes, furniture, and machinery.

Our economy is shrinking. China's has quadrupled in a decade.
PBS is currently airing a 4-hour American Experience infomercial for Bill and Hillary Clinton.
When will we ever learn?

256.
WANTED: One U.S. State Willing to Invest in the Future
February 22, 2012
OK, so we all know our government is corrupt, the President is a bald-faced liar, the Republicans are trying
to lose, big multinational money and media are calling the shots, the rest of us are on our way down, and the
average American citizen has never been so apathetic and just-plain dumb.
But what if all this "going to Hell in a hand basket" is really one heck of an opportunity in disguise?
Has there ever been a better—easier—time to actually DO something about it?
We're in "disarray" because modern Internet communication is fueling democracy but the demos—the
people—haven't yet learned how to use it for more than entertainment and various other pursuits somehow
related to their self-esteem.
In the long run, the people will prevail. In the short run, we must prevail.
Several readers have said the ideas proposed in my recent mailings are the best they've heard in a long, long
time:
“Part One of Two: A Plan For Winning In 2012”
and, especially:
“Part Two of Two: Taking Democracy To The Next Level”
Now if someone would only say, "MY state! I want MY state to lead MY country and you can count on MY
help to make it happen!"
My, my. Now wouldn't that be something?

257.
Greece, Plain & Simple. What’s Happening and Why We
Should Care.
February 23, 2012
I often describe the current American economy as an orange being squeezed and tossed away. The
multinational mega-rich—the same people who finance our two-party/one-pocket politics; the same people
who own our stores, banks, and media—see no reason to nurture or replenish the American economy. With
no roots or loyalties, they move across the globe, stopping to squeeze the juice out of a nation's economy,
then move on.
Tea Partiers and Wall Street Occupiers would do well to remember their common enemies in these recipients
of taxpayer bailout money.
Mike Whitney has written a clear and pertinent article in today's CounterPunch:
“The Humiliation of Greece”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/02/23/the-humiliation-of-greece
Excerpt:
•

The banks lend gobs of money to crooked contractors and venal politicians who line their pockets
while buying a bunch of useless military equipment in one big feeding frenzy. Everybody gorges at
the public trough; everybody gets fat and happy. How many times have we heard that story before?
And—Oh yeah—some of the Wall Street heavyweights [for example, Goldman Sachs] also helped
the Greek government hide the amount of red ink that was on its books so they could keep this
larcenous sharkfest going as long as possible. Now that the bills have come due, the cockroaches
have scattered, and working people are left to pick up the tab. Is it any wonder why the victims of
this baldfaced ripoff have taken to the streets and set Athens ablaze rather than accept their fate lying
down?

258.
Does this dress make me look fat?
February 28, 2012
"Does this dress make me look fat?"
American pop culture frequently tells us to tell others what they want to hear. Of course, there are times that
call for truth. Most physicians, for example, don't have the legal or moral option of lying to their patients;
and most patients don't want to be lied to about things that concern their quality of life.
So much depends on our politicians—much more, in the big picture, than depends on our physicians. So
why do we encourage our politicians to flatter and deceive us? Why do we reward their dishonesty with
power and public office?
Most American adults are themselves so irresponsible and childish, they're neglecting the real children who
need and deserve some mature guidance and protection.
Honesty, too. Kids can handle it. They become damaged when their natural honesty is denatured by
childish, abusive, or otherwise-damaged adults.
Then, apparently, they grow into adults most comfortable with crooks and liars for authority figures.
As a voting democracy, we deserve the government we get, but our children do not.
Let's help them become adult citizens who act in their children's best interests.

259.
Twelve-year-old student Hannah interviews a Presidential
candidate
February 28, 2012
“My Interview with Presidential Candidate Bob Hall”
Question 1: If you are elected President, what are you going to do for the United States of America?
Answer 1: “I’m going to put the U.S. back to work focusing on wealth creation and economic independence.
The children of this country will need jobs and a place to call home.”
Question 2: What are you going to do about the economic crisis?
Answer 2: “Instead of fighting over the last piece of pie, we are going to have to bake a new one. If we
reindustrialize and manufacture our own goods, we can create enough new wealth to pay for everything our
people need.”
Question 3: What are your thoughts about the death penalty? Do you think it’s cruel or unfair?
Answer 3: “I have a responsibility to serve the American people and do what they see as fitting and proper.”
Question 4: Do you think taxes should be lower or higher in this economy? Why is that?
Answer 4: “I think taxes should be lower but government income should be higher. We can accomplish this
by replacing our current system of taxing income with a tax on consumption.”
Question 5: Are you a Democrat, Republican, or are you independent?
Answer 5: “I am highly independent.”
Question 6: Do you have anything else you would like to say?
Answer 6: “I’m really doing this for people your age. I want you to have the same opportunities that I had
when I was young. So go home and tell your parents that if a society works, it works for the long term, for
everybody’s children.”
—
Thank you and good luck on your walk across the U.S.
*Reporter’s Note: He was dressed in a gray sweatshirt, jeans, and gym shoes—all made in the United States.
—

Thank you, Hannah!

260.
Since when does “foreign policy” mean the same as “war”?
March 1, 2012
War with Iran is a bad idea.
Why do we equate "foreign policy" with "war"?
Instead of fighting with Middle Eastern nations, we could be selling them things.
Instead of sending American children to kill and die, we could be sending American-made goods to make
both sides happy.
Oil producers like Iran have a lot of money. They consider Chinese-made goods inferior and don't like to
buy them.
Our economy could boom—in a good and sustainable way.
The Muslim world would be a valuable ally against the People's Republic of China.
This, I respectfully submit, is real foreign policy.
—
For more, please see my speech on the Military-Industrial-Congressional Complex:
“Defense—Chapter 7 of 8, Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”

261.
Another Obama Fleecing
March 2, 2012
Really, folks? Is this how we're going out? With a whimper? Lying down for the sorriest bunch of
plutocrats and politicians the self-described "free" world has ever suffered?
Good grief, is whatever Rush Limbaugh said this week really more important than the real economy and our
real future?
The real economy is on a death march and we're dancing to a fictitious economy and its 13,000 Dow.
By the way, about Limbaugh: I've never admired his work. I think it's offensive and divisive. But I'll say
this about the man's honesty: I've heard Limbaugh describe himself as a public entertainer—which is more
than I can say for Barack Obama.
On that note, I think you'll be entertained, enlightened, and enraged by this article from Mike Whitney, who
is fast becoming one of my favorite reporters.
“The Foreclosure-to-Rental Boondoggle: Another Obama Fleecing”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/03/02/the-foreclosure-to-rental-boondoggle
•

•
•
•

•

•
•

The reason that housing prices have dipped only 33.6 percent in the United States, instead of 60
percent as they have in Ireland, is because the big banks have been keeping inventory off the market.
If the millions of homes that are presently headed for foreclosure were suddenly dumped onto the
market, prices would plunge and the biggest banks in the country would be declared insolvent. That’s
why the banks have slowed the flow of foreclosures.
Meanwhile, 2.8 million borrowers haven’t made a payment in over a year.
New home buyers are paying hundreds of thousands of dollars more than they would if the banks
were not manipulating inventory.
It would take a 57% - 68% drop in housing prices to eliminate housing overhang. If you bought a
house in 2005 for $400,000, that house would currently be worth $128,000—a big enough loss to
poke holes in anyone’s retirement plans.
Obama's new foreclosure-to-rental program, which is largely shrouded in secrecy, is being hyped as a
common-sense way to stabilize the housing market and to "lower monthly payments so responsible
borrowers can stay in their homes." In truth, Obama is just helping the banks slash their mountainous
inventory so they can avoid bankruptcy.
So far, 2500 Fannie Mae-owned properties have been sold to private investors. But 85% of the units
are already being rented, and almost 60% of the units are on term leases.
The fact that the properties already have renters means that the investors will be raking in sizable
returns from Day 1. That’s not the way the program was sold to the public. The American people
have been hoodwinked again.

•

•

Everything Obama said about the program was a lie. This isn’t a foreclosure-to-rental program; it’s a
property-dump proffered to financial insiders who are getting cheap government financing to fatten
the bottom line.
John Q. Public is completely excluded from this massive transfer of real wealth to private equity,
hedge funds and other deep-pocket Obama campaign contributors. That’s to be expected. But what’s
the so-called “confidentiality agreement” all about? Does Obama really think he can shower his
dodgy friends with hundreds of billions of dollars in dirt-cheap property and keep the whole matter
under wraps?

262.
Study: Psychopathy in the Financial Services Industry
March 5, 2012
Have fun with this one:
“The Shocking Statistic About Psychopaths on Wall Street”
www.businessinsider.com/wall-street-psychopaths-2012-2
•

•

Studies conducted by Canadian forensic psychologist Robert Hare indicate that about 1 percent of the
general population can be categorized as psychopathic, but the prevalence rate in the financial
services industry is 10 percent.
Financial psychopaths generally lack empathy and interest in what other people feel or think. At the
same time, they display an abundance of charm, charisma, intelligence, credentials, an unparalleled
capacity for lying, fabrication, and manipulation, and a drive for thrill seeking.

Still, I have to wonder who's crazier: the financial psychopaths or us "normal" folks who give them our
money—and votes?

263.
David Stockman
March 5, 2012
Worth watching:
“Crony Capitalism”
http://billmoyers.com/episode/crony-capitalism
•

“Bill Moyers and former White House budget director David Stockman on how politics and high
finance have turned our economy into a members-only private club.”

Worth reading:
“David Stockman economy Q&A: Economic disaster in the works”
www.usatoday.com/money/economy/story/2012-03-03/david-stockman-says-economic-disasterlurks/53339644/1

264.
“We are the biggest problem in the Middle East.”
March 6, 2012
For the record, I don't think the Middle East is a good place to spend young American lives and money we
don't have. Neither do I consider this unavoidable. But if we allow Middle Eastern antagonists to continue
milking the U.S. taxpayer, the antagonists have less incentive to settle their differences. We need to butt out
and let them grow up. Trust this. All Middle Easterners are human beings. Most human beings—no matter
what they say—would rather live than die.
Here's an interesting point of view from Chris Hedges, former Middle East bureau chief at The New York
Times. Hedges lived in Jerusalem for two years, in the Middle East for seven.
“AIPAC Works for the 1 Percent”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/aipac_works_for_the_1_percent_20120304
With apologies to Mr. Hedges, I offer the following bullet points with hope they encourage you to read his
entire transcript.
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

One of the greatest purveyors of the demented ideology of violence for the sake of violence, the
flagrant disregard for the rule of domestic and international law, is the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, or AIPAC.
AIPAC does not speak for Jews or for Israel. It is a mouthpiece for right-wing ideologues whose
loyalty is to corporate elites and defense contractors.
We are the biggest problem in the Middle East. We legitimize the Mahmoud Ahmadinejads, suicide
bombers, and radical jihadists.
I do not remember Iran orchestrating a coup in the United States to replace an elected government
with a brutal dictator who for decades persecuted, assassinated, and imprisoned democracy activists.
I do not remember Iran arming and funding a neighboring state to wage war against our country.
Iran never shot down one of our passenger jets, as did the USS Vincennes—nicknamed Robocruiser
by the crews of other American vessels—when in June 1988 it fired missiles at an Airbus filled with
Iranian civilians, killing everyone on board.
Iran is not sponsoring terrorist strikes within the United States, as our intelligence services and the
Israeli intelligence services currently do in Iran. We have not seen five of our top nuclear scientists
since 2007 murdered on American soil. The attacks in Iran include suicide bombings, kidnappings,
beheadings, sabotage, and “targeted assassinations” of government officials and other Iranian leaders.
What would we do if the situation were reversed? How would we react if Iran carried out similar acts
of terrorism against us?
We are, and have long been, the primary engine for radicalism in the Middle East. The louder the
Israelis and their idiot allies in Washington call for the bombing of Iran to thwart its nuclear
ambitions, the happier are the morally bankrupt clerics who are ordering the beating and murder of
demonstrators.
Iran signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Pakistan, India, and Israel did not and developed
nuclear weapons programs in secret. Israel now has an estimated 400 to 600 nuclear weapons.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Iran knows that if Iraq, like North Korea, had had a bomb they would have never suffered American
invasion and occupation.
Reality never seems to impinge on the neoconservative doctrine of permanent war.
Yitzhak Rabin hated these neoconservatives and referred to them as "scumbags."
AIPAC is one of an array of powerful and well-funded neoconservative institutions that worship
force and drive our relations with the rest of the world. These neoconservatives choose an enemy and
then our compliant class of journalists, specialists, military analysts, columnists, and television
commentators line up to serve as giddy cheerleaders for war.
The abject fawning of our political elite, including Barack Obama, before AIPAC and its bank
account is yet another window into the moral bankruptcy of our political class.
Since our elites have no vision it is up to us.
We are called to embrace and defend life with intensity and passion if we are to survive as a species,
if we are to save our planet from the ravages of corporate greed and the specter of endless and futile
war.

265.
Why won’t Obama do more on gas prices?
March 7, 2012
Ralph Nader has written a new article, "Obama Can Do More on Oil Prices," linked below.
While reading, please keep in mind that "speculation" is gambling and "speculators" are gamblers.
No new wealth is created by gambling. Losers and winners are created by gambling. Gambling merely
transfers already-existing wealth from losers to winners. This is what Wall Street does: it transfers wealth—
power and control—largely from the middle class (in the bottom 99%) to the financial aristocracy (in the top
1%).
Higher gasoline prices serve the same redistributive purpose.
It's the craziest thing when you stop to think about it. As a people, a nation, we were once quite wealthy.
Then we surrendered our tools of wealth creation—our factories—to live off the wealth originally created by
those factories. Then we drew on the credit originally established by those factories.
Wall Street and Washington were there to show us the way, every step.
When you hear the word "markets," try substituting the words "financial elites." Financial elites determine
our prices and their profits. Financial elites are the people telling us to put our faith in the . . . "markets."
The recent 13,000 Dow is significant, if at all, as evidence of wealth transfer, not wealth creation. Further,
the fictitious economy of Wall Street—if we take it as seriously as we're instructed to—diverts our attention
from the real manufacturing-and-production economy of Main Street.
Ralph Nader cleverly wonders why Obama doesn't do something about gas prices. The answer is simple: he
doesn't want to. He'd rather help his well-heeled cronies and campaign contributors concentrate their wealth
and power—at the expense of the American middle class and its offspring.
Other folks wonder why Wall Street criminals, well-known perpetrators of widespread damage, are not being
arrested, prosecuted, and hanged. I suspect the answer is again fairly simple.
The money trail between Wall Street and Washington is clear, and Washington doesn't want to be hanged.
—
See:
http://nader.org/2012/03/06/obama-can-do-more-on-oil-prices

266.
“Is Barack Obama a Fit Role Model for Black Youth?”
March 8, 2012
I thought you might appreciate this essay from Paul Street and "the seriously anti-racist left."
Do I agree with every point? No. But he makes some good ones and the bad ones can be lively and thought
provoking.
“Is Barack Obama a Fit Role Model for Black Youth?”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/03/08/is-barack-obama-a-fit-role-model-for-black-youth

267.
Trade Deficits, Unemployment, and Other Bombs
March 10, 2012
President John F. Kennedy said the things he feared most were nuclear war and trade deficits.
January 2012 Trade:
•
•

Total goods and services deficit: $52.6 billion—up from $50.4 billion in December 2011, and the
highest since October 2008.
Goods-only deficit with China: $26 billion—up from $23.1 billion in December 2011.

February 2012 Unemployment:
•
•
•
•
•

According to the U.S. Department of Labor: 8.3%—unchanged from 8.3% in January.
According to Gallup: 9.1%—up from 8.6% in January.
According to Shadow Government Statistics: 22.4%—down from 22.5% in January.
SGS includes the long-term unemployed and discouraged.
No method accounts for the under-employed.

I wonder: if President Kennedy could have foreseen what we've become, what else might he have feared?

268.
“There’s nothing we can do about it.”
March 11, 2012
“There’s nothing we can do about it.”
People say it for a variety of reasons, often personal. In most cases, the truth is just the opposite.
While the Nay-Sayers are busy considering themselves more intelligent than the rest of us, they might also
consider:
Politicians are in office because we voted for them.
Yes, our voting is manipulated by moneyed interests.
But the moneyed interests get their money from us. We buy what they sell: goods, services, and BS.
(I wonder how many Nay-Sayers realize they've become unwitting servants of the top 1%?)
We vote with our votes. We vote with our money. We have only ourselves to blame for what we've
elected.
We can undo the damage we've done.
One small request:
Nay-Sayers, if you must enfeeble, discourage, suppress, and disenfranchise—please pick on people your own
age.
To destroy a child's opportunities is unforgivable.

269.
Everything that Nixon did to me is now legal
March 13, 2012
“Everything that Richard Nixon did to me, for which he faced impeachment and prosecution, which led to
his resignation, is now legal under the Patriot Act, the FISA [Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act]
amendment act, the National Defense Authorization Act.”
— Daniel Ellsberg
You can read the rest of the Chris Hedges article here:
“Supreme Court Likely to Endorse Obama's War on Whistle-Blowers”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/supreme_court_set_to_endorse_obamas_war_on_whistleblowers_20120312
From the first paragraph:
•

Totalitarian systems disempower an unsuspecting population by gradually making legal what was
once illegal. They incrementally corrupt and distort law to exclusively serve the goals of the inner
sanctums of power and strip protection from the citizen. Law soon becomes the primary tool to
advance the crimes of the elite and punish those who tell the truth. The state saturates the airwaves
with official propaganda to replace news. Fear, and finally terror, creates an intellectual and moral
void.

“Fear-fallen children couldn't say no. . . .”
— Dollar to the Giant

270.
Get rid of these frauds, get on with our lives
March 13, 2012
That e-mail about Nixon got me thinking: we haven't really held anyone to account since Watergate—a
piddling affair by today's standards. Funny how a criminal President didn't seem quite so piddling back
then. Come to think of it, neither did trade deficits.
Obviously, we need to wake up and turn this ship around. If we do it soon, we can do it peacefully.
“Obama invites a lobbyist into the White House”
by Dana Milbank of The Washington Post
www.postbulletin.com/news/stories/display.php?id=1489770
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Obama makes a joke of the reform he promised.
Steve Ricchetti's lobbying clients have included Fannie Mae, General Motors, the American Hospital
Association, Eli Lilly, the American Bankers Association, AT&T, Reed Elsevier, Pfizer, SanofiAventis, Siemens, Sirius XM, Amgen, Boston Scientific, America's Health Insurance Plans, eBay,
and Dow Chemical.
He got around the White House ban on lobbyists by de-registering as a lobbyist while remaining
president of his lobbying firm.
Obama once disapproved of Ricchetti's activities. His campaign in 2007 criticized Hillary Clinton for
having Ricchetti as one of her top fundraisers. The Obama campaign later criticized Clinton for
requesting an earmark sought by a Ricchetti client. [GM.]
Obama's campaign has hired Broderick Johnson, who was a lobbyist for Microsoft, Comcast, and
TransCanada, the company seeking to build the Keystone XL pipeline.
The Obama administration has granted waivers to people Obama sought, such as former Raytheon
lobbyist William Lynn, who got a top job at the Pentagon.
The Obama administration refused to grant a waiver to Tom Malinowski, who was disqualified
because he had lobbied for torture victims as an official with Human Rights Watch.

Related:
“What if democracy is just an illusion? In the US, the dominant political discourse consists of ideas
put forth by the ruling class.”
by John Stoehr, editor of New Haven Advocate and a lecturer at Yale
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/03/2012311123627435712.html
•

If you have a lot of money and own a lot of property, then you have the power to propagandise your
worldview and you have incentive to avoid appearing as if you're propagandising your worldview.

•
•

•

•

The ruling class happens to make a lot of money from a free market.
In theory, Citizens United [suggestion: we should be including Buckley v. Valeo in our discussions]
is an egalitarian ruling. Any citizen can spend any amount of money to promote or attack any issue
they want. But we don't live in an egalitarian society. As Gore Vidal has said, America is a very good
place to live if you have money and property. Not so much if you don't.
According to the Center for Responsive Politics, Super PACs have raised more than $130 million in
2012 and spent almost $75 million on attack advertisements carried over broadcast, cable, and radio.
Of that total amount, 25 per cent comes from just five people.
What if the U.S. is an oligarchy of billionaire capitalists? What if "democracy" is yet more
intellectual cover, another one of those illusions, for the exploitation of American workers?

Let the record show I am not a Marxist—or Democrat, Republican, Libertarian, or any other kind of political
ideologue. But I do love the ideas of freedom, democracy, and opportunity. I do not consider them
"illusions."
Freedom, democracy, and opportunity are well within the reach of responsible citizens.

271.
ILA, AFL-CIO Presents “Best Friend of American Worker”
Award to Communist Chinese
March 14, 2012
File under "You Just Can't Make This Stuff Up":
“Chinese premier granted ‘Best Friend of American Worker’ award”
news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2012-03/03/c_131444197.htm
•
•

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao was granted here Friday the "Best Friend of American Worker" award
in appreciation of China's strong support for the growth of jobs for American workers.
William McNamara, vice-president of the ILA—American International Longshoremen's
Association, AFL-CIO—said his association was honored to give the award to Premier Wen to thank
China for its great contributions to creating more job opportunities for American workers.

COSCO Container Lines confirms the story on their website: www.cosco-usa.com/news/news13.htm
There is no mention of it on the ILA website or Facebook page.
The Center for Union Facts reports that in 2010, William McNamara was salaried at $132,147. He didn't
make it into his union's top 10, where the salaries range from $191,058 - $479,829.
“Ulterior plans in the giant's hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood. / And all we received for a moment
of greed was paid for with our children's blood.” — Dollar to the Giant
Apparently, the ILA loves those steel cages—certainly more than they care about our country and its labor
force.

272.
Men of Integrity?
March 15, 2012
Don't you sometimes wonder if there are any Men—"male human beings with integrity"—left in public life?
But where's the incentive when a lack of integrity is so frequently considered a sign of intelligence? For the
life of me, I can't figure out what's "intelligent" about Bill Clinton and Barack Obama. (I'm not picking on
Democratic Presidents; it's just that Reagan and W were never packaged as intellectual giants and the
Clinton/Obama administration is in so many ways a continuum.) Both Clinton and Obama are lawyers
("men specifically educated to discover legal excuses for dishonest, dishonorable and anti-social acts,"
according to Mencken) and self-absorbed liars (is it even possible to be more shameless?) engaged in the
betrayal of the American middle class and its real economy through financialization and free trade. If
"intelligence" is judged by its actions, what's so brilliant about these two?
Does anyone remember that the 1996 Clinton/Gore campaign received $ millions from the People's Republic
of China? No, of course not, because we were distracted by Monica Lewinsky. But take a good look at
what's happened to the relative positions of the U.S. and China since then. When I think of what Clinton did
for China—and to the U.S.—I sometimes wonder if he was being blackmailed. Now, Obama's policies are
pretty much the same, and we're even easier to distract.
But about my first sentence and "public life": I'm not giving up on the human race. I know—we all know—
plenty of Men and Women with integrity. They just stay out of public life. Hopefully, this will change
soon.
With no worries about the authors' integrity, I will now submit the following articles for your consideration:
“Americans Pay Wall St. $20B for Bad Swaps”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-13/americans-clueless-paying-wall-street-20-billion-for-badswaps.html
This is a good article about the enormous and largely unrecognized problem of interest rate swaps, which
account for more than 80% of the total market in derivatives. I confess I enjoyed reading some of the
comments about public officials:
•
•
•

They think they know what they’re doing and they screw up.
No one wants to say out loud they’re unsophisticated.
They are amateurs who get noisy political movements looking to subsidize teams, then they get sold a
bill of goods.

“Perils of the Global Economy”
http://nader.org/2012/03/15/perils-of-the-global-economy

Nader's essay is useful and easy to read. He also does not spare the politicians:
•

The intellectually impoverished Presidential and Congressional campaigns never propose ways to
extricate our country from the straitjackets of global speculators. The two-party political tyranny—
Republican and Democratic—is too busy kneeling before the check-writers of imperious corporatists
to stand up for the people whose votes they strive to secure. As U.S. citizens struggle, Wall Street
and Washington worry about Greece.

I still say a lot of our troubles could have been avoided with one good song. Where are the well-known
recording artists of integrity?

273.
Say it ain’t so, WaPo!
March 16, 2012
Are you sitting down?
http://chinawatch.WashingtonPost.com
It appears to be The Washington Post, but it's really China Daily.
What a headline: "Chinese Working to Reconstruct America"
And that tiny print: "A Paid Supplement to The Washington Post"
You guessed it: The Washington Post—of all American newspapers—accepts Chinese Communist Party
money and publishes Chinese Communist Party propaganda.
If the word "Communist" offends you, please understand that it offends me, too—possibly even more. If
you can come up with a better word—as long as it's honest—I'm all ears.

274.
TARP Watchdog: “Don’t Believe Hype About $25B
Mortgage Settlement”
March 17, 2012
Vigilance, then freedom.
“Barofsky: Don't Believe Hype About $25B Mortgage Settlement”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=24i-luznGZs
“It’s a change to our system of property rights based on political power.”
Neil Barofsky was Special U.S. Treasury Department Inspector General for the Troubled Asset Relief
Program until his resignation in 2011.
Some quotable quotes:
•
•
•
•

“These banks are continuing to commit document fraud.”
“It’s a change to our system of property rights based on political power.”
“[The government] is surrendering to the banks and just accepting that a certain amount of fraud, that
will profit the banks and punish homeowners, is just totally acceptable.”
“There’s been a policy choice by the administration—and by the Bush administration; I mean, it's not
just the Obama administration that was doing this—to just allow property rights to be determined
solely by political power and your position in the capital markets."

275.
Nine Articles, Six Authors, Twice the Nutrition of Television
March 19, 2012
Special Report from The American Prospect:
“Pacific Illusions: The Trans-Pacific Partnership Is Supposed To Revive The U.S. Export Economy
And Counter Chinese Influence. It Does Neither.”
www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/americanprospect/201204specialreport/#/0
I particularly appreciated "The Pacific Pivot" by Clyde Prestowitz—easy reading at the following URL:
http://prospect.org/article/pacific-pivot

276.
Do not resist. It is useless to resist.
March 20, 2012
Sometimes I think about old science fiction movies with Martians telling the captured Earthlings:
“Do not resist. It is useless to resist.”
Multinational corporations—such as found on Wall Street, in control of American politics and media,
including science fiction movies—have a lot of us convinced that America's decline is inevitable—and
useless to resist.
Nonsense. Our problem is our government, not some immutable laws of nature, physics, or "market forces."
Two wits:
“The Japanese Electronics Industry: A Rebuttal”
www.fingleton.net/the-japanese-electronics-industry-a-rebuttal
•

Japan’s current account surplus—the widest and most meaningful measure of its trade—zoomed
more than three-fold between 1989 (the last year of the 1980s boom) and 2010 (the year before the
earthquake). In the same period, America’s current account defict ballooned more than five-fold.

“Trading Jobs for Military Bases”
http://blogs.hbr.org/cs/2012/03/trading_jobs_for_military_base.html
•

"For as long as I can remember, there has never been a military base, a U.N. vote, or a smooth state
visit for which Washington was not prepared to make a trade concession or sacrifice a U.S. industry.
As a young Foreign Service officer on my first assignment in the Netherlands, I was told that my job
was to promote Dutch exports to America."

277.
My Platform in Brief
March 22, 2012
Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Platform in Brief
Manufacturing: America’s historical wealth was created by manufacturing. The U.S. must re-industrialize
for opportunity, jobs, and national security. A nation’s standard of living must be supported by a standard of
productivity.
Trade: "Free trade" exists only in academic theory and globalist propaganda. The U.S. can no longer afford
to be cheated in global trade. Our country must stop trading at a loss.
China: A determined adversary, the People's Republic of China—clever, cruel, unscrupulous—does not
share our language, history, or values.
Consumer Responsibility: Workers and consumers are the same people. In the long run, every American
benefits by understanding and supporting the American economy.
Energy: U.S. energy policy is practically non-existent, controlled by a multinational oil industry through
lobbyists, media, and campaign finance. The U.S. needs truly American oil and alternative energy
industries, with U.S. government policies in place to protect them.
Personal Income Tax: Eliminate the personal income tax. It is obsolete and counterproductive. A
progressive tax on consumption can reduce our individual tax burden and increase government revenue.
Corporate Income Tax: Eliminate the corporate income tax. In truth, no corporation has ever paid income
tax. When a corporation is taxed, it passes this expense along to you and me in the form of higher prices on
goods and services. Corporations are, in this sense, government-mandated tax collectors. When a politician
advocates higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating higher personal taxes in disguise.
Immigration: Mexico is a bigger threat to the United States than the Middle East has ever been. Still, most
Mexican illegals would prefer to live at home in Mexico if given the reasonable opportunity. Stabilizing
Mexican society and developing Mexico’s economy—and deporting Mexican illegals to a better Mexico—is
a matter of survival and national security for the U.S. and Mexico both. We must be alert to China’s
presence and heavy investment in our next-door neighbor. Overall, U.S. immigration policy must first
protect the U.S. economy and U.S. citizens.
Drugs: Legalize. After a trillion dollars and hundreds of thousands of lives, the U.S. has lost its so-called
"War on Drugs"—a war on our children’s future and a cash cow for politicians and special interests, notably
the security and defense industries and enormous bureaucracies.
Defense: More defense spending does not mean more defense. Since the end of World War II, the
American empire has been in the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial

complex that President—General—Eisenhower warned us about. We should have listened to him. We
should reinstate the draft, tend to our own true business, and stop sacrificing our children's lives and futures
to profiteers.
Campaign Finance: Why would anyone spend a billion dollars for a job that pays four hundred thousand?
Our current system is one of bribery—and by multinationals with no loyalties to the United States. I will not
accept contributions from corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
Democrats and Republicans: Both parties now feed at the same trough. Both parties now represent the
same multinational moneyed interests.
Religion: I hope to always have more spiritual questions than answers. You deserve no less. We do better
when our heads of state consider the possibility that all religions are correct.
Foreign Policy: Please see all of the above and remember that “foreign policy" is not synonymous with
"war." Foreign policy is a way of being in the world.
—
For more details:
“Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
To help support my platform and candidacy:
“Donating Money by PayPal, WePay, or Personal Check”

278.
Three Subjects, No Waiting
Friday, March 23, 2012
This morning on Common Sense Coalition Talk Radio:
“Bob Hall: It’s Useless To Resist”
Yesterday in The Plain Dealer:
“More than 1 million manufacturing jobs could be created in U.S. if Americans bought more U.S.made goods, economist says”
www.cleveland.com/business/index.ssf/2012/03/more_than_1_million_manufactur.html
•
•

Americans spending just $100 billion on U.S. goods instead of foreign goods would create 1,250,000
million manufacturing jobs in the United States.
While the campaign has included debate about all sorts of topics, the central issue should be which
Presidential candidate has a plan to reduce the trade deficit in a realistic and sustainable way.

Today in The Associated Press:
“Fact Check: More US drilling didn’t drop gas price”
www.pabusinesscentral.com/fact-check-more-us-drilling-didnt-drop-gas-price
•

•

A statistical analysis of 36 years of monthly, inflation-adjusted gasoline prices and U.S. domestic oil
production by The Associated Press shows no statistical correlation between how much oil comes out
of U.S. wells and the price at the pump.
If more domestic oil drilling worked as politicians say, you’d now be paying about $2 a gallon for
gasoline.

From Chapter 3 of my candidacy speech:
“The quick answer might be more drilling and production here in the United States. But remember: the oil
business is a global business, run by multinational corporations that extract oil from the U.S. and sell it on a
world market.”
More here, from a Presidential candidate with a plan to reduce the trade deficit in a realistic and sustainable
way:

279.
The U.S. Election Industry Is Having A Good Time—But At
What Cost?
March 23, 2012
As you know, the U.S. has an "election industry"—in business to milk the campaigns for all they're worth.
An estimated $7 billion, give or take, will be spent on 2012.
Also worth considering is the simple human/animal reality that the media are having fun. That they're
having a good time at our expense doesn't seem to matter. They're all employed, many at high salaries. In
the short run, the security of their jobs increases with the bad news they deliver and the destruction they
encourage.
(Much like our government.)
In the long run, irresponsible media—indeed, the entire election industry—will find themselves as
unemployed as the country they bled and betrayed.
The article prompting today's e-mailing:
“Ode to the Road”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/ode_to_the_road_20120323
•

•

•
•

We in the mainstream media harbor a dirty little secret: Most of us are rooting for Rick Santorum. It’s
nothing personal, although Santorum is a reasonably appealing guy. And it’s not ideological; most of
us aren’t yearning for Bible-based social conservatism to become the law of the land. It’s worse than
that. We’re just hoping to see the gaudy spectacle of this primary campaign continue as long as
possible.
Right-wingers and other fools believe that the "mainstream" media are devoted to electing lefties to
public office so we can turn the United States into Sweden. In fact, all the mainstreamers,
professionally, don’t give a tinker’s damn about who wins this election or that. What we want is the
campaign to go on forever; the option is going home, usually to Washington, and taking care of that
leaky roof.
If you were to ask any reporter if there’s anything they’d rather be doing, the answer would be a
resounding no . . . it’s a lot of fun.
If the candidate you cover wins it all, you are probably going to be a White House correspondent.

280.
Decline in productive employment. A Congressional
candidate with a plan.
March 25, 2012
Stunning graphic from “Worse Than The Great Depression”*

Change in Manufacturing—that is to say, "Economically Productive"—Employment, The Great Depression
vs. The 2000s:
1929 - 1933: -30.9%
2000 - 2010: -33.1%
—
Thanks to Dave Anderson for the tip.
“Dave Anderson For Congress”
can be found here:
www.daveandersonforcongress.com
Dave is one of the good ones. Every American citizen should know about him. Every Coloradoan must.
—

*www2.itif.org/2012-american-manufacturing-decline.pdf

281.
Three silly questions with the same answer
March 26, 2012
Fuel: In the early 1970s, my summer jobs included driving a fork lift that ran on natural gas—indoors. The
police cars in my hometown also ran on natural gas. Engines burned clean and required very little
maintenance. Our country has more natural gas than we know what to do with. To compete with the energy
value and current price of natural gas, oil would have to sell for less than twenty dollars per barrel.
Why don't our engines burn natural gas?
Health Care: Our biggest healthcare problem is that the healthcare industry screws its customers, but
almost nobody will say this in public. On the contrary, just about every healthcare proposal is based on the
same principle: that healthcare-related profits and salaries are sacrosanct. Get rid of the lobbyists and our
healthcare problems would be easy to solve—for example, by expanding Medicare coverage or by increasing
industry competition.
Why is our healthcare debate so unconcerned with health care?
War: Historically, countries have fought for profit: to the victors, the spoils. Nowadays, wars cost us
money—crippling amounts of money, whether we win or lose. What's changed? The "combatants," so to
speak. Rarely, anymore, does one country fight to take another country's property. Now, the MilitaryIndustrial-Congressional Complex—the War Industry—fights to take money from taxpayers. America is
now constantly engaged in war. Whether America wins or loses does not matter. The wars are "won"—and
perpetuated—by the multinational War Industry's defeat of the U.S. taxpayer.
Who dreams up this stuff?
One answer to all three questions: "Special interests." Nothing will change until we start voting for
independent candidates with no ties to big money.

282.
Monsters We Created Are Joining Forces
March 28, 2012
“Sinopec, Aramco Sign Saudi Refinery Deal, Plan Plant in China”
www.businessweek.com/news/2012-01-16/sinopec-aramco-sign-saudi-refinery-deal-plan-plant-in-china.html
I found this disturbing for a number of reasons:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Sinopec (China) and Aramco (Saudi Arabia) are both government owned.
For almost 50 years, "Aramco" meant "Arabian American Oil Company."
Americans built the Saudi kingdom's oil industry and the modern communist Chinese economy.
We created these state-owned monsters that are joining forces.
The U.S. has been getting away with the worst trade deficits in the history of the world because the
US$ is the world's reserve currency.
Basically, other countries still take our money not because it's the safest, but because it's easy to
exchange for things they need, like oil.
It might be argued that the US$ reserve currency status was rescued—after the expense of the
Vietnam War forced us in 1971 to abandon the gold standard—by Saudi Arabia's 1973 agreement to
accept only US$ in payment for oil. The rest of OPEC followed in 1975.
Since then, we have abused our reserve currency privileges. Many of our global competitors have
been clamoring to unseat and replace the US$.
Saudi Arabia now sells more oil to China than to the United States.
Now what?

Losing reserve status means the US$ would "decline"—or worse—in value, and we could no longer trade at
our now-customary deficits.
I'm not advocating a return to the gold standard. Actually, there's not enough mined gold in the world to
support the dollars in circulation. But a gold standard is not necessary. What is necessary is trust. Users of
American dollars need to feel that the American economy can be trusted: that it's productive, solvent, and
that our banks are responsible.
This can be accomplished with a real economy and real regulation—not by Wall Street gamblers and a
government they buy and sell.
We need to produce. We need to build things, grow things, and utilize our natural resources—right here in
the United States, not in places like Saudi Arabia and China.
We need to support our own economy by purchasing our own goods—not stuff from places like Saudi
Arabia and China.
Google "American-made goods." Don't shop at Walmart—not unless you're prepared to work there.

283.
Please support me on Americans Elect—soon, please!
March 28, 2012
I am now an official AmericansElect.org draft candidate:
“Americans Elect 2012: Bob Hall”
www.americanselect.org/profile-candidate/406591/draft-status
Draft Leader Will Cooper writes:
“Bob is running for president and is a committed, intelligent, capable alternative to the choices that
Americans have from among the professional political class.”
Note than I am a draft candidate, rallying support. I have not yet agreed to an Americans Elect candidacy. I
still have some questions about the organization and its funding.
BUT: I am the kind of candidate they say they're looking for. Americans Elect is doing a good job accessing
the ballots and I believe they can win in November.
It's worth a shot. With so much at stake, and so few reasonable options, anything is worth a shot!
You can sign up to register your support at:
https://secure.americanselect.org/signup
Feel free to support as many candidates as you like, but don't forget me!
IF YOU HAVE A WEBSITE OR BLOG, please consider embedding this banner:

The code can be found here:
www.americanselect.org/profile-candidate/406591/draft-status
Thank you!

284.
He warned us about 9/11. Now he’s warning us about China.
March 29, 2012
On 5 July 2001, Richard A. Clarke—veteran spy and security advisor to Presidents Reagan, Bush, Clinton,
and Bush—warned the FAA, Coast Guard, FBI, Secret Service, and INS: "Something really spectacular is
going to happen here, and it's going to happen soon."
On 24 March 2004, at the 9/11 hearings, Clarke apologized to the victims' families: "Your government failed
you, those entrusted with protecting you failed you, and I failed you."
In the current issue of Smithsonian, Clarke issues a more powerful warning about China. This time, let's
listen up and try to avoid any need for apologies.
“Richard Clarke on Who Was Behind the Stuxnet Attack: America's longtime counterterrorism czar
warns that cyberwars have already begun—and that we might be losing”
www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/Richard-Clarke-on-Who-Was-Behind-the-StuxnetAttack.html
•

•

•
•
•

•

We are being failed again. We are defenseless against a cyberattack that could bring down our
nation’s entire electronic infrastructure, including the power grid, banking and telecommunications,
and military command.
The chips, routers, and hardware we import from Chinese and other foreign suppliers might contain
logic bombs, trapdoors, and Trojan horses, all ready to be activated on command so we won’t know
what hit us—or what’s already hitting us.
Clarke: “I’m about to say something that people think is an exaggeration, but I think the evidence is
pretty strong. Every major company in the United States has already been penetrated by China.”
Clarke: “I think if you’re on the receiving end of the covert action, it’s an act of war.”
Clarke: “My greatest fear is that, rather than having a cyber-Pearl Harbor event, we will instead have
this death of a thousand cuts. Where we lose our competitiveness by having all of our research and
development stolen by the Chinese. And we never really see the single event that makes us do
something about it. That it’s always just below our pain threshold. That company after company in
the United States spends millions, hundreds of millions, in some cases billions of dollars on R&D and
that information goes free to China.”
Clarke: “I think we’re living in the world of non-response. Where you know that there’s a problem,
but you don’t do anything about it.”

Do something about it. You will feel better and your grandchildren will not go hungry. Nor will they be
forced to labor in Chinese prison factories.
Do something about it.

285.
A Word About “Health Care”
March 30, 2012
“. . . we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”
The land of the free and the home of the brave is paralyzed by fear. Our public figures pretend to have the
stomach for fighting, but they fight for leftover scraps from our productive years.
We're so worried about money, we're not thinking clearly. Instead of bickering over the last piece of pie, we
should be baking a new one. The recipe has not been lost. It's been globalized away.
In my candidacy speech, I said:
“We can begin with a simple change of perspective. Do we balance the federal budget by cutting expenses
or raising taxes? Either way, someone gets hurt. The two-party system depends on it. But Congress has
another option, one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the face of a
challenge. Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new wealth
to pay for everything our people need. Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this power.”
If Congress would represent the People, instead of its sponsors, Congress could enrich the People, instead of
its sponsors.
We could easily become wealthy enough to afford first-rate health care. Or, we could easily create a
government wealthy enough to provide first-rate health care.
All while lowering taxes. Eliminating corporate and personal income taxes in favor of a progressive tax on
consumption is essential policy—essential policy, I should add, that flies in the face of everything the
oppressors have taught us about ourselves.
It's time to start thinking outside the box—and stop barking up the wrong tree.
Come on, folks. Let's teach our American children some creativity and courage in the face of a challenge.
While we're at it, a little sacred Honor wouldn't hurt.

286.
Chinese Propaganda Thrives in U.S.—Official Testimony
March 30, 2012
Utterly fascinating and lively reading—believe it or not—in the form of an official testimony before the U.S.
House of Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs, 28 March 2012:
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/112/HHRG-112-FA17-WState-AutryG-20120328.pdf
I'm calling it:
“Greg Autry on the co-option of the U.S. media, academic, business and political elite by the Chinese
under the influence of the Communist Party’s Central Propaganda Department”
I hope the following bullet points from Greg's conclusion will encourage you to read the transcript:
•
•
•
•

•

The Chinese Communist Party views Americans and their leaders as naïve, short sighted and easily
coopted.
China is very actively involved in manipulating the American media to promote the Communist Party
agenda, while actively constraining reciprocal American access to their media.
China has carefully targeted our schools, universities and multinational corporations as agents for
Chinese propaganda.
Former and current US government officials have been uncomfortably financially intertwined with
Chinese state owned business leading to a real question of their ability to speak or act objectively in
regards to China.
American political leaders, business leaders, and pundits are increasingly out of touch with the reality
of Chinese propaganda and with mainstream American views on Communist China.

“No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.”
— Dollar to the Giant

287.
Meet Dave Anderson: A Colorado Candidate Helping ALL
Americans
March 31, 2012
Feeling discouraged, maybe even cynical? Take a look at this short video:
“Meet Dave Anderson”
www.daveandersonforcongress.com/meet-dave-video
Dave Anderson is not a professional politician. He's a citizen who understands the sacrifice and
responsibility—and important details—that built our country.
Brave? Of course. But if Dave is anything like me, he also fears. Fears for his children's future. Fears that
if he doesn't do it, nobody else will.
He is not wrong.
We can't all be Dave Anderson, nor should we try. We'll do better as our unique selves—no less—trying
harder to meet our common responsibilities.
For additional inspiration, open a history book. Try to understand—feel—the sacrifices our predecessors
had to make just to survive, much less provide us with the freedom and comfort we take for granted.
The world is full of non-Americans—more than 6 billion of them—just dying to teach us a lesson about
taking things for granted.
If you're not willing to lift a finger for your own country, you might wind up dying for one of theirs.

288.
What if Confucius said something wise on April Fools’ Day?
April 1, 2012
The correct response to the following four statements is
“April Fool”:
1. The Republican Party is not trying to produce a guaranteed loser with no chance of winning in
November.
2. Barack Obama has not disappointed and/or betrayed the citizens who voted for him.
3. Our two-party system and media are not controlled by people making enormous amounts of money
with an Obama Administration.
4. There's nothing you or I can do about it.
Does anyone remember when foolishness was openly celebrated but once a year?
Some 2,500 years ago, Confucius said:
“The superior man is broadminded but not partisan; the inferior man is partisan but not broadminded.”
Maybe he said it on April 1 and nobody took him seriously.

289.
Regarding Your Life: Inside Information From Two Insiders
April 2, 2012
Today's double whammy from the inside out:
1:
Professor C. William Kauffman, rocket scientist and weapons expert, was interviewed on CSC Talk Radio
this morning. You can download the MP3 here:
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/040212.mp3
Dr. Kauffman provides a jaw-dropping insider's account of his experience with Russia, China, and American
"corruption" (to put it mildly) in an interview CSC calls “Chinese Influence & Theft In American
Universities.”
Please note that Professor Kauffman is retired. He is completely free to speak his mind. And he does.
2:
From today's New York Times, an article worth reading despite the possibility of a hidden agenda:
“China Sees U.S. as Competitor and Declining Power, Insider Says”
www.nytimes.com/2012/04/03/world/asia/chinese-insider-offers-rare-glimpse-of-us-china-frictions.html
Quote:
“The senior leadership of the Chinese government increasingly views the competition between the United
States and China as a zero-sum game, with China the likely long-range winner if the American economy and
domestic political system continue to stumble.”
Got that?

290.
If setting myself on fire would get this country’s attention, I'd
do it tomorrow.
April 3, 2012
I swear, this country needs an intervention.
Have you ever tried to communicate with an addict? Then you know something about "denial."
I swear, if setting myself on fire would get this country's attention, I'd do it tomorrow.
Forget that. I'd do it today.
Sound crazy? Are you sure? Even when you consider what's really at stake? When you think about your
children? When you're trying to find words for the sacrifices your ancestors made for you?
Now tell me who's crazy.
We are so severely in denial, we hardly notice anything anymore.
Tibetans are literally setting themselves on fire and beaten by Chinese police as they burn.
And who cares?
Something neighboring Tibetans know—something you should know—about those polite, smiling, People's
Republic of China guys who manufacture so much of our stuff:
So far, in their very short history, they've killed 60 - 80 million of their own people.
Their own people. Think about it. Think they plan to treat your kids any better?
Anyone who knows anything about the People's Republic of China would do anything to avoid submitting to
Chinese control.
Yet our so-called "leaders" in American government and business can't submit quickly enough.
These people have to be stopped—all of them, beginning with our so-called "leaders."
As I said in my candidacy speech:
“The fundamental requirement of a statesman is the ability to recognize the difference between a friend and
an enemy.”
No denying it: this country needs an intervention.

Also worth considering, from today's New York Times:
“How China Steals Our Secrets”
www.nytimes.com/2012/04/03/opinion/how-china-steals-our-secrets.html
•
•
•
•

“The greatest transfer of wealth in history.”
Some officials fear that standing up to China might trigger disruptive attacks on America’s
vulnerable computer-controlled infrastructure.
Washington is effectively fulfilling China’s research requirements while helping to put Americans
out of work.
If Congress will not act to protect America’s companies from Chinese cyberthreats, President Obama
must.

But President Obama will not—nor will any candidate accepting money, directly or indirectly, from
multinational interests.

291.
It’s High Time We Spoil Their Election
April 6, 2012
Interview with James Kenneth Galbraith:
“Finance As Wealth Transfer Mechanism”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/04/finance-as-wealth-transfer-mechanism-an-interview-with-jamesgalbraith.html
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Over the past 40 years, changes in inequality have had a common source: the world financial system.
Finance is a redistributive mechanism.
When you look at income inequality, it’s clear that the major driver is the movement of the stock
market.
Galbraith: "I’ve often said it’s actually redundant to measure income inequality in the US. You can
watch it go by on cable TV, on the stock ticker."
The financial sector controls those parts of the government that set policy for finance.
Banks are leading funders for presidential campaigns.
Leading personnel in the Treasury and other financial agencies come from the banks, and if they do a
good job—from the banks’ point of view—they can be confident that a lucrative position awaits
them, back at the banks, later on.
Galbraith was on the staff of the House Banking Committee in the second half of the 1970s. The
Committee has since doubled in size. Why?
The House uses the committee as a fund-raising magnet, especially for Members who might be
vulnerable. Once they have a spot on the banking committee, their money problems go away.
They can hold practically any position on other issues that may be convenient, liberal or conservative,
and the banks don’t care—just so long as the Members are friendly to banks. This is also a strategy
for locking down Congress.
Actual staffing of the government is controlled by bankers. People come in from the banks and go
back to the banks.
Robert Rubin’s protégés took a very large share of the top policy positions on economics and finance
in the Obama administration—from Larry Summers on down.
[Rubin and Summers—free traders and globalists—were but two of Bill Clinton's assaults on the
American middle class and productive economy.]
Peter Orszag, Rubinite and first director of OMB under Obama, took a well-paid position at Citigroup
upon leaving the White House.
In the US and in Europe, the grip of "see-no-evil economics" remains very strong. Our two
continents have actually less open debate, and fewer political options, than is now the case in South
America.

The financial sector is "making" enormous amounts of money with Barack Obama. They want to keep it
going for another 4 years—at least.

(Please note: they are not "making" money in the sense that they're creating new wealth. They're grabbing
existing wealth—wealth originally created by economically productive work like manufacturing and
farming—and they're transferring it to themselves with our willfully ignorant compliance. They would love
to keep this going for another 4 years—at least.)
Their same financial class also controls the Republican Party, which is why the GOP is guaranteed to
produce a guaranteed loser.
(In many ways, the mega-wealthy are quite averse to risk.)
I think it's high time we "spoil" an election.
Who's with me?

292.
8.2% Lies, 22.2% Statistics
April 6, 2012
“Lies, damned lies, and statistics”—not necessarily in this order:
March 2012 Unemployment:
U.S. Department of Labor: 8.2%. Only 120,000 new jobs were created, so why the headline improvement
from last month's 8.3%? Largely because 133,000 unemployed people gave up looking for work, thus
changing their official status to "Not In Labor Force."
U.S. Department of Labor: 14.5%. This more-accurate "U-6" figure is one you have to dig for, but still does
not include the long-term unemployed and discouraged. These people were officially legislated out of
existence by the Clinton Administration in 1994.
Shadow Government Statistics: 22.2%. This figure includes the long-term unemployed and discouraged.
Blast from the Past:
The average unemployment rate in 2000 was 4.0%.

293.
Is freedom really such a burden?
April 7, 2012
The rich get richer and the poor get poorer.
Inevitable? Not.
We're in the struggle of our lives—because it's a struggle of our own making.
Middle-class Americans are working hard to establish a society of aristocrats and peasants.
A free and democratic people, we're doing it with our votes.
We vote for candidates who are sponsored by the privileged classes. Once in office, they write laws to
benefit the privileged classes.
Their laws are seldom designed to create new wealth—not here in the United States, anyway.
Their laws are frequently designed to transfer existing wealth to the privileged classes, consolidating power
in their emerging aristocracy.
It's all perfectly legal, of course.
A free and democratic people, we also spend our money to achieve our ends.
We enrich the privileged classes by purchasing their goods and services.
Their laws discourage reinvestment in the United States and its developing peasantry, so the privileged
classes invest elsewhere.
We peasants, too, invest elsewhere by purchasing the goods and services our privileged classes produce
elsewhere.
Talk about your self-destruction!
If freedom is such a burden, why have human societies historically—and repeatedly—sacrificed so much for
it?

294.
“Being an Agent of Change”—refreshing Carne Ross
interview
April 8, 2012
Refreshing interview:
“Carne Ross on Being an Agent of Change”
http://billmoyers.com/segment/carne-ross-on-being-agents-of-change
Former British diplomat Carne Ross proposes a new form of politics, fired by our own convictions, taking
action directly to address our political concerns.
From the interview:
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

[While in government,] I'd write these very, very compellingly written, convincing speeches,
explaining how we would do it. And we weren't. We were wrong. I was wrong. These were—these
speeches were written in a vacuum. They were just claims. They weren't actually proof of output.
Having worked in government foreign policy, but also in international institutions like the U.N., I
simply don't believe that these mechanisms are competent to solve our problems.
Government is fundamentally detached from the reality that it is trying to manage. It cannot manage
and predict highly complex events. I saw this in the invasion of Afghanistan, which I was involved
in, and of Iraq, where we make these assumptions about the rest of the world which are grossly
simplistic.
I do think that sense of amorality and irresponsibility in government, of detachment from the
consequences of your decisions, is a real problem.
At least I can say, "Well, I was part of it, therefore I am responsible." I've not been sent to court or
pay a fine or anything for it. But at least I can say, "I was directly involved."
In my view, all hierarchy is humiliating to both the leader and the led. But I think you can design
institutions, including banks, that are fundamentally democratic.
We are the most powerful agents of change. But we have to take the initiative back ourselves. We
actually have to do things rather than voting for others to do them.
I'm very struck in Occupy. It's very ordinary people. It's not kind of extremists or radicals. And the
pretty common feeling is that government is not the answer. There are some who feel that we need to
press government for better legislation. But there's an awful lot of people who feel that that is just
impossible, given the way that Washington has been co-opted by special interests.
It's basically implausible to expect good legislation to come from Washington.
[Gandhi's salt march] was the perfect political protest, because not only did it draw attention to this
great injustice, but it actually physically embodied the change that needed to happen, which was
ordinary people making salt. And it was immensely powerful.
[Barack Obama] wasn't actually calling for mass action to create political change. He was calling for
mass action to get him elected, which are two fundamentally different things.

•

We're not a system. Actually, we're just a bunch of individuals. And we comprise reality. Therefore,
why don't we realize that and say, "Crikey, well, I can start from changing something. I can change
my own reality. I can inspire those around me." And thus, we can actually begin to change the whole
system.

Carne Ross is author of The Leaderless Revolution: How Ordinary People Will Take Power and Change
Politics in the 21st Century

295.
Foreign Spies on Campus; Eternal Vigilance and Freedom
April 9, 2012
Recently, I asked:
“If freedom is such a burden, why have human societies historically—and repeatedly—sacrificed so much
for it?”
The word is “repeatedly.” When we're born free, we take it for granted. When we take it for granted, it's
taken away. Our lives eventually become so painful and so pointless, we'll do anything to regain our
freedom.
“The price of freedom is eternal vigilance”—or so supposedly said Thomas Jefferson.
Freedom is not a burden. Eternal vigilance, however—this can be a burden.
Considering the alternatives, though, it's a light one.
“U.S. Colleges Infected by Foreign Spies: FBI”
www.businessweek.com/news/2012-04-08/american-universities-infected-by-foreign-spies-detected-by-fbi
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

As schools become more global, they become increasingly vulnerable to theft of research conducted
for the government and industry.
Placing academics at U.S. research institutions under the guise of legitimate research offers access to
developing U.S. technologies and cutting-edge research in such areas as information systems, lasers,
aeronautics, and underwater robots.
Attempts by countries in East Asia, including China, to obtain classified or proprietary information
by “academic solicitation,” such as requests to review academic papers or study with professors,
jumped eightfold in 2010 from a year earlier.
Foreigners on temporary visas made up 46% of science and engineering graduate students at Georgia
Institute of Technology and Michigan State and 41% at MIT in 2009.
China sent 76,830 graduate students to U.S. universities in 2010 - 2011, more than any other country
and up almost 16% from the prior year.
Unlike its counterparts in other countries, which rely on their own operatives, China’s intelligence
service deploys a freelance network including students, researchers, and false-front companies.
"If it wanted to steal a beach, Russia would send a forklift. China would send a thousand people who
would pick up a grain of sand at a time."
China also has more than 3,000 front companies in the U.S. for the sole purpose of acquiring our
technology.
Over the years, American universities have enabled China to leapfrog into the cutting edge of
military capability on the way to superpower status.

“Slippery giant. History wise. Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise. We closed our eyes. . . .”
— Dollar to the Giant

296.
Too divided and distracted to notice your new neighbors?
April 9, 2012
From a conversation* between the Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
and a U.S. delegate to China:
Q: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
A: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may take well over a
hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
From Saturday's New York Times :
“U.S. Alert as China's Cash Buys Inroads in Caribbean”
www.nytimes.com/2012/04/08/world/americas/us-alert-as-chinas-cash-buys-inroads-in-caribbean.html
“The U.S. is almost making itself irrelevant to the region. You don’t leave your flank exposed.” — former
diplomat
•
•

•

•
•

A new $35-million stadium opened in the Bahamas a few weeks ago—gift from the Chinese
government.
Dominica has a grammar school, a renovated hospital, and a sports stadium; Antigua and Barbuda a
power plant, a cricket stadium, and a new school; Trinidad and Tobago a prime minister's
residence—all courtesy of the People's Republic of China.
China announced it would lend $6.3 billion to Caribbean governments, adding considerably to the
hundreds of millions of dollars in loans, grants, and other forms of economic assistance it has
channeled there in the past decade.
Planting a flag so close to the United States has generated intense vetting—and some raised
eyebrows—among diplomats, economists, and investors.
[Still, NYT manages to write:] "Most analysts do not see a security threat, noting that the Chinese are
not building bases or forging any military ties that could invoke fears of another Cuban missile
crisis."

Let's not forget China's heavy investment and presence in Mexico.
—
*See “China Said This. You Should Know This.” and “Unrestricted Warfare”

297.
Your Gut Feelings About Unemployment
April 10, 2012
Since October 2009:
Civilian Employment-to-Population, October 2009 vs. March 2012:
58.5% vs. 58.5%
Utterly unchanged at 58.5%, our working-age population with a job, yet we're told the unemployment rate
has decreased.
Civilian Unemployment Rate, October 2009 vs. March 2012:
10.0% vs. 8.2%
Quite a dramatic improvement. Somehow, though, these numbers don't "feel" like what we're actually
experiencing. Behold the power of political deception:
Not In Labor Force, October 2009 vs. March 2012:
82,728,000 vs. 87,897,000
"Not In Labor Force" is what our government calls long-term unemployed Americans who have given up in
discouragement/despair/disgust.
In other words: they don't count.
—
Data courtesy of FRED, the St. Louis Federal Reserve.

298.
Obama's So-Called “Socialism”
April 11, 2012
If my campaign had a nickel for every time I've heard our President called a socialist. . . .
Sometimes I'll ask for an example. The answer is usually "ObamaCare."
More nonsense. Our new "healthcare" legislation was written to transfer the public's money to private
corporations connected to the healthcare industry. Where's the "socialism" in this?
Mr. Obama is a corporatist—servant of multinational corporations busy dismantling the U.S. economy,
sending our jobs offshore, transferring our wealth from a dying middle class to the Top 1%, and making
honest healthcare reform impossible.
Sometimes I'll ask people to help me understand the differences between Clinton, Bush, Obama, and
Romney. Just today, someone said, "Obama is black."
Strange. I see him as rich, white, and Wall Street.
—
Take a look at these alarming numbers:

“Real Income Growth By Groups, 1993 – 2010”
http://elsa.berkeley.edu/~saez/saez-UStopincomes-2010.pdf

299.
“Time to get Serious about US Decline”
April 12, 2012
Just so you know I'm not the only person saying it's
“Time to get Serious about US Decline” by William Pfaff
www.williampfaff.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=567
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Take a trip to Europe or the major Asian states, where everything works beautifully.
Even the American government luxuriates abroad—“What great fun for the little Obama girls!"
Why is the U.S. declining?
First, globalization and what it did to destroy the domestic American economy in which ordinary
people live.
Second, mindless oversimplification and ignorance, from collapsing public education.
The collapse of American public education has origins politically incorrect to identify: the liberation
of women.
[You'll just have to read the article.]
Mindless oversimplification and ignorance have created a huge credulous audience for political
fantasies, enabling the intellectual corruption of political debate and the monetary corruption of
political practice.
The [usual] agents of possible change—Congress, the national and state parties, broadcasting, and
recently the judiciary—are now intellectually, and by personal and institutional interest, committed to
the existing system.
We're facing China, which owns more than we like to think, manufactures or processes most of what
we buy, purchases the raw materials of the world, and wants to build aircraft carriers—which, since
Japan’s carriers were all sunk, has been something we believed only the U.S. could do.
Shaken by this new Asia, the Obama government has responded by sending the Marines to Australia,
where we can be sure their presence will give China’s strategists pause.
The matter of America's decline is serious for what it means to the character and future of the nation
itself, not merely to its rank, reputation, and power in the world.
We Americans are wasting our traditional values—selling our birthright, as did Esau, for a mess of
pottage.

Regarding "political fantasies," Pfaff makes an example of "talk radio and Fox television demagogues."
While I don't disagree, I think most of them are bad—left to right—but we're silly to complain. The media
are in business to make a buck.
If we expect the media to do our thinking for us, we've no right to complain about the results.
(Setting aside the obvious chicken-and-egg problem. . .)
If globalization and stupidity got us into this mess, the way out of this mess should be equally obvious.

300.
Taxes: 24 Outrageous Facts That Will Blow Your Mind
April 13, 2012
First, in brief, my positions on income tax*:
Personal: Eliminate the personal income tax. It is obsolete and counterproductive. A progressive tax on
consumption can reduce our individual tax burden and increase government revenue.
Corporate: Eliminate the corporate income tax. In truth, no corporation has ever paid income tax. When a
corporation is taxed, it passes this expense along to you and me in the form of higher prices on goods and
services. Corporations are, in this sense, government-mandated tax collectors. When a politician advocates
higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating higher personal taxes in disguise.
Next, I thought you'd “enjoy” this from The Economic Collapse blog:
“24 Outrageous Facts About Taxes In The United States That Will Blow Your Mind”
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/24-outrageous-facts-about-taxes-in-the-united-states-that-willblow-your-mind
—
*For more details, see “Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”

301.
In every way, we’d all be richer with a poor President
April 15, 2012
Exactly thirty years ago, I was sitting in a cafe in Italy, wearing a custom gabardine suit and drinking
Campari with my best gal.
Life was good.
A little more than four years ago, I shut down my business to spend my time and savings raising awareness
about our country's economic vulnerability.
Strangely, perhaps, life was even better.
Last night, I flossed and spat another piece of broken tooth—the fourth molar I've lost in four years, the
fourth molar I cannot afford to repair. I crawled into my tattered sleeping bag on the floor of yet another
borrowed shelter, grateful not to be spending the night in my pickup truck.
I hardly know what to say, except that I heartily recommend it to everyone.
President Obama just filed his 2011 tax return. He and Michelle Obama made $789,674—down from $1.7
million in 2010 and $5.5 million in 2009.
Still, our President is a wealthy man—a very wealthy man.
And, you might know, a very talented performer. I've seen him keep a straight face and claim to represent
the American middle class—at the same time!
Certainly, there can be no shortage of talented performers among our wealthy Top 1%—or talented
speechwriters, I suspect.
Do you think we're in good hands? Are these wealthy "representatives" of ours capable of representing
anything worthwhile?
Do you think they take us seriously? Understand us? Feel what we feel?
I tend to doubt it. Money—especially a little extra money—insulates people from the scary stuff.
A lot of extra money—which, by the way, I never begrudge an honest man—can insulate us from the good
stuff, too, if we're not careful.
Employed Americans, now preoccupied with their own fears, are increasingly disconnected from their lessfortunate brethren. American citizens are turning their backs on one another.

Where's the incentive for wealthy politicians to feel what ordinary citizens feel—and consequently act in the
public interest?
Where's the self-sacrifice so essential to public service and to public spirit? It's difficult to imagine any of
these Democrats and Republicans voluntarily making any real sacrifices anymore.
(Trading the emotional well-being of one's spouse and children for one's personal ambition does not qualify.
This is rather the antithesis of real sacrifice.)
In every way, we'd all be richer with a poor President. Material wealth is no reliable indicator of anything
but material wealth—examples abound—and we don't need any more leaders with a lifelong habit of
following their greed.
A better-adjusted President could and would devote more of his/her energy to our working and middle
classes. More industry and agriculture would create more new wealth. As the real economy grew, even the
rich would become richer.
Nothing wrong with opportunity for everyone.
My own poverty might be self-imposed, or it might only have begun with such a commitment. In any case,
it's authentic, uncomfortable, and utterly necessary.
I could not do what I'm doing without suffering what our people are suffering. My personal experience must
reflect the experience of my fellow citizens.
As my country declines, so must I. To do otherwise would render me a useless fraud.
As my country's infrastructure crumbles, so must my personal infrastructure crumble.
When I have the time and money—or if the physical pain becomes intolerable—I'll see a dentist and a
doctor.
Right now, there's work to do—work that will not wait—and my country is more important than my comfort.
I think every Presidential candidate should have the same commitment—don't you?

302.
“What would Jesus do? Probably exactly what you are
doing.”
April 16, 2012
Thank you for your responses to “In every way, we'd all be richer with a poor President.”
One was disarmingly practical:
“What would Jesus do? Probably exactly what you are doing.”
It reminds me to try, simply try.
Being > Trying > Doing > Being
Seems to be the natural progression.
Maybe I'm missing something, but I don't think it's really all that difficult. In fact, I'd say it's a lot harder
not to be, try, and do.
In any case, no matter what your beliefs, please let me know when I'm not doing your God's work.
Maybe I'm missing something, but it seems to me that everybody's God's work is pretty much the same—and
not really all that difficult.

303.
Bob Hall interview; China and the death of Latin America
April 17, 2012
“Not Just Two Choices”
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/041712.mp3
•

Thanks again to host Beth Ann for her common sense and uncommon insight. She is a rare and
refreshing credit to talk radio.

“China and the death of Latin America”
www.marketwatch.com/story/china-and-the-death-of-latin-america-2012-04-14
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

“The division of labor among nations is that some specialize in winning and others in losing.”
China’s policies in Latin America are driven by its industrial base, whose plan is to produce more
than its domestic economy can consume, so that China can flood the rest of the world with hardcurrency-earning exports.
In order to accomplish this goal, China must import raw materials. It is the crudest of beggar-thyneighbor mercantilism.
Latin America also appears to be a wide-open market for contraband products. Pirated music, CDs,
DVDs, and imitations of design clothing and footwear are notable examples.
China’s easy, unconditional access to Latin America’s raw materials needs to be carefully
reconsidered by both the region’s leaders and its citizens.
Latin American countries are losing foothold in their own regions and are being all but left behind in
high-tech trade in the world economy.
Chinese business practices are famous for ignoring discussions of local labor laws or sourcing locally
available products.
By design, China will not contribute to knowledge-based, value-added innovation and production in
Latin America. Investment in extractive industry research and development will be kept in China.

Is Latin America ready for “Dollar to the Giant” en español?

304.
Don’t believe what you read on the Internet—or what you
hear from me!
April 19, 2012
Of course, I believe the Internet can be useful for democracy. Whether it will, remains to be seen.
(I'd love to know what goes through people's heads when they read the word "democracy.")
If you wanted to manipulate people's thinking, wouldn't you try to manipulate the Internet?
It's so easy. And the Internet is so easy to hack.
Internet users are much more likely to click on already-popular items. The bad guys know this. There is no
easier way to damage something than to make it appear unpopular on the Internet.
Just yesterday, I heard from yet another person who "Liked" something on my Facebook page, but the "Like"
did not appear on my Facebook page, so it cannot encourage others.
I've heard from voters who tried to sign up with Americans Elect to support my draft candidacy. Some were
rejected. Others were accepted, but their support votes for me were not. Only a few were successful. There
are some extremely well-known Americans Elect candidates whose counters show even fewer votes than
mine. Americans Elect, like the Internet, could be good for democracy, but the potential for mischief is
unlimited and the downside has no bottom.
Nearly four years ago, "Dollar to the Giant" began its first run on YouTube. It did well, considering, and
racked up a little more than 10,000 views in a year—or so said the YouTube view counter. During that year,
I watched the view counter go backwards on more than one occasion, while the video got some nasty
comments from Shanghai.
Please understand: I would not ask anyone not to click—responsibly—to see why something is popular.
Lady Gaga can be formidable. But she'll never give you a job or put money in your pocket.
Now about the second part of my subject line:
On Tuesday, on the radio*, I said The Economist is owned by News Corporation.
I was wrong.
I got the misinformation from the Internet, but this did not make me less wrong.
I am sorry if my mistake caused you any trouble.
—

*I've been told it was a good show. You can download the MP3 here:
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/041712.mp3

305.
Inspiring Quotes from Makers & Writers of American
History
April 24, 2012
From legendary American historian Charles Beard:
It is sobering to reflect that one of the best ways to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen
these days is to go about repeating the very phrases which our founding fathers used in the struggle
for independence.
From legendary American Theodore Roosevelt:
It is well if a large proportion of the leaders in any republic, in any democracy, are, as a matter of course,
drawn from the classes represented in this audience to-day; but only provided that those classes possess
the gifts of sympathy with plain people and of devotion to great ideals. You and those like you have
received special advantages; you have all of you had the opportunity for mental training; many of you have
had leisure; most of you have had a chance for enjoyment of life far greater than comes to the majority of
your fellows. To you and your kind much has been given, and from you much should be expected. Yet there
are certain failings against which it is especially incumbent that both men of trained and cultivated intellect,
and men of inherited wealth and position should especially guard themselves, because to these failings they
are especially liable; and if yielded to, their—your—chances of useful service are at an end. Let the man of
learning, the man of lettered leisure, beware of that queer and cheap temptation to pose to himself and to
others as a cynic, as the man who has outgrown emotions and beliefs, the man to whom good and evil
are as one. The poorest way to face life is to face it with a sneer. There are many men who feel a kind
of twister pride in cynicism; there are many who confine themselves to criticism of the way others do
what they themselves dare not even attempt. There is no more unhealthy being, no man less worthy of
respect, than he who either really holds, or feigns to hold, an attitude of sneering disbelief toward all
that is great and lofty, whether in achievement or in that noble effort which, even if it fails, comes to
second achievement. A cynical habit of thought and speech, a readiness to criticize work which the critic
himself never tries to perform, an intellectual aloofness which will not accept contact with life's realities—all
these are marks, not as the possessor would fain to think, of superiority but of weakness. They mark the men
unfit to bear their part painfully in the stern strife of living, who seek, in the affection of contempt for the
achievements of others, to hide from others and from themselves in their own weakness. The rôle is easy;
there is none easier, save only the rôle of the man who sneers alike at both criticism and performance.
It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the
doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short
again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually
strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a
worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and
timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.

Shame on the man of cultivated taste who permits refinement to develop into fastidiousness that unfits him
for doing the rough work of a workaday world. Among the free peoples who govern themselves there is but a
small field of usefulness open for the men of cloistered life who shrink from contact with their fellows. Still
less room is there for those who deride or slight what is done by those who actually bear the brunt of the day;
nor yet for those others who always profess that they would like to take action, if only the conditions of
life were not exactly what they actually are. The man who does nothing cuts the same sordid figure in
the pages of history, whether he be a cynic, or fop, or voluptuary. There is little use for the being whose
tepid soul knows nothing of great and generous emotion, of the high pride, the stern belief, the lofty
enthusiasm, of the men who quell the storm and ride the thunder. Well for these men if they succeed; well
also, though not so well, if they fail, given only that they have nobly ventured, and have put forth all their
heart and strength. It is war-worn Hotspur, spent with hard fighting, he of the many errors and valiant end,
over whose memory we love to linger, not over the memory of the young lord who "but for the vile guns
would have been a valiant soldier."

306.
Idea for a TV reality show. Let me know what you think.
April 25, 2012
An idea for a TV reality show:
We'll follow the lives of several American families.
They can all trace their roots to foreign countries with limited opportunity and freedom. Most people were
undereducated. Most of the wealth—and tools of wealth creation—were controlled by a small ruling class.
The production and sale of goods—and the land, and the factories—were controlled by a small ruling class.
Our families' ancestors left their countries of origin for America, where they could produce and sell their
own goods. They could own factories and land. They could create their own wealth. They could elect their
own government and create their own laws to ensure continuing opportunity and freedom—for themselves
and for future generations.
Our families' ancestors prospered and built the wealthiest country, with the largest middle class, in all of
human history.
Strangely, however, they remained undereducated. Their previous lack of knowledge was replaced by a
wealth of misinformation.
A new ruling class emerged. Instead of preying upon existing ignorance, it fostered new ignorance. The
goals of the new ruling class were the same as ever: to seize existing wealth and control the tools of wealth
creation—including the tools of ignorance creation.
Fast forward to 2012:
We follow the lives of several American families "under the spell," as it were, of the new ruling class. We'll
watch and laugh and ridicule as they:
•
•
•
•
•

Actually believe the nonsense disseminated by the ruling class through its media.
Willingly surrender their government and laws to the ruling class by voting for its representatives.
Transfer their property to the ruling class through an endlessly entertaining and absurd variety of
financial mechanisms.
Purchase the foreign goods offered them by the ruling class and wonder why their economy isn't as
good as it used to be.
Surrender their tools of wealth creation, thus effecting a permanent transfer of power to the ruling
class.

Our narrative will not stray from the tried and true:
•

Ignorance

•
•
•

Greed
Classical hubris: insolence in prosperity
Humiliation—lots and lots and lots of humiliation. After all, this is a "reality" show.

Because the ruling class is exploiting the U.S. economy while investing so heavily in the communist
dictatorship of the People's Republic of China, "Season Two 2013" of our reality show will be even more
exciting as:
•
•
•
•
•

The ruling class discovers its shortsightedness, and its Faustian bargain with China, but it's too late.
The People's Republic of China has its own agenda and little remaining use for the ruling class.
The East formalizes its historically unprecedented conquest of the West.
The ruling class—the western division, that is—finds itself destitute and powerless.
More specifically: the unfortunate survivors find themselves destitute and powerless.

Note: for our reality show to be realistic, the ruling class's witless capitulation to China cannot possibly
benefit our subject American families.
Also, consider a subplot or two. For example, we can look at foreigners who were brought to America
against their will and enslaved by the ruling class—in one way or another, in perpetuity, through legal means
in which they, too, have become complicit.
So what do you think? Is this all too unrealistic for a reality show?

307.
Today’s Unemployment Report Baloney
May 4, 2012
This morning, our ever-helpful government reported an April U-3 unemployment rate of 8.1%—down from
8.2% in March.
http://bls.gov/home.htm
Not for nothing is U-3 known as the "headline" rate.
U-6 unemployment—always under-reported—remained unchanged at 14.5%.
Neither U-3 nor U-6 recognizes our long-term unemployed and discouraged, who were legislated out of
existence by the Clinton administration in 1994—now filed under "Not In Labor Force."
"Long-term" unemployment is more than one year—particularly interesting now that the average length of
unemployment is 39.1 weeks:
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/UEMPMEAN
Shadow Government Statistics includes our long-term unemployed and discouraged in its calculations.
According to ShadowStats, April unemployment was 22.3%—up from 22.2% in March.
www.shadowstats.com
I thought you'd like to know. Have a good weekend and please check your inbox on Tuesday.

308.
Fear-Fallen Children
May 7, 2012
Fear-Fallen Children: "Dollar to the Giant" Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to Date notably resisting
America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender — by Bob Hall, citizen
Reading this book changed my life.
Feel free to pass it along to as many people as you like—or don't like.
Please pass it along to as many people as you can.
No charge.
Thank you.
—
DttG e-mail attachment: Fear-Fallen Children [PDF]
To request a copy:

309.
The Missing Volcker Testimony
May 10, 2012
Verifying the links in Fear-Fallen Children, I was disturbed by the number of articles altered and removed
since I originally referenced them. For example, the U.S. House of Representatives deleted former Federal
Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker's simple, powerful testimony of 2/26/09 sometime after I linked it in "EU
Crisis & EU Trade Deficit: Not Particular EU Genius." (Fear-Fallen Children #208)
In "Trade Deficit Surges, Economy and Jobs Hammered, Washington Clueless" (Fear-Fallen Children
#139) I wrote: "The current administration of Wall Street insiders managed to silence former Fed Chairman
Paul Volcker after he blurted the simple-and-obvious truth."
Mr. Volcker is one Fed Chairman who should not be silenced. I have attached to this e-mail a copy of Paul
Volcker's missing 2/26/09 testimony on the 2008 (and ongoing) economic crisis.
You'll see that Volcker addresses the financial markets and players, and I've little doubt this alarmed Wall
Street. For now, let's look at what Volcker has to say about our trade deficit. In his own words:
•
•
•
•
•
•

My first point is to emphasize an essential longer-term reality.
The present crisis grew out of a serious and unsustainable imbalance in the United States and world
economies.
. . . made possible by a high level of imports, a collapse in personal savings, and large trade and
current account deficits.
China, Japan and other countries were eager to export and willing to acquire and hold trillions of U.S.
dollars. . . .
. . . the strong increase in housing prices [gave] the illusion of wealth creation.
. . . the first and most fundamental lesson of the crisis is that future policy should be alert to, and take
appropriate measures to deal with, persistent and ultimately destabilizing economic imbalances.

Also interested in trade, Wall Street and the Fed-level banks—and the politicians they pay for—are notorious
for sending the real American economy offshore and destroying America's middle class. The hidden
Washington-Wall Street agenda is one of globalization, though one might argue it is not very well hidden. In
"CPA Features Bob Hall Fed Rebuttal, USA TODAY Abandons USA, We Connect Some Old Dots" (FearFallen Children #144) I quoted this classic from the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas:
"We hear that exports are good because they support U.S. industry but imports are bad because they steal
business from domestic producers. Actually, imports are the real fruits of trade because the end goal of
economic activity is consumption. Exports represent resources we don't consume at home. This is how we
pay for what we buy abroad, and we're better off when we pay as little as possible. Mercantilism, with its
mania for exporting, lost favor for good reason."
The Fed's expert advice might be hilarious if it weren't so treasonous. Keep your eyes on these guys.
They're not our central bankers—not yours and mine, they're not—and they don't necessarily wish us well.

310.
Do you ever wonder why life in America isn’t what it used to
be?
May 11, 2012
Do you ever wonder why life in America isn't what it used to be?
A country is an economy. Our economy is dying.
Dying—as in . . . "dying."
We used to be the richest country the world had ever seen—we produced and shipped like no other before—
but we haven't enjoyed a trade surplus since 1975.
1975. The U.S. has been losing to foreign competitors since 1975.
(If you were born after 1975, ask your parents to tell you what things were like when America still made
them.)
We the (formerly happier, healthier) People have been developing foreign economies and depleting our own
for 37 years.
Not only do those foreign economies now control the tools of prosperity,
They tell us what to think—and we think it.
—
New from the U.S. Census Bureau:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services, March 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•
•

March Deficit: $51.8 billion—14% more horrific than February.
Goods Deficit: $67.6 billion.
Imports: $238.6 billion—a new all-time record.
Goods Imports: $200.3 billion—another new all-time record.

2012 is on schedule to break some yearly all-time-history-of-the-planet records as well: Trade Deficit and
Trade Deficit with a Single Country.
(You know which country.)

My previous message reminded readers that former Fed Chairman Paul Volcker said our current economic
pain "was made possible by a high level of imports . . . and large trade and current account deficits."
Yet Mr. Volcker's former employer urges imports:
“The Fruits of Free Trade”
www.dallasfed.org/assets/documents/fed/annual/2002/ar02.pdf
and input from the Chinese Communist Party:
“Fed clears China's first US bank takeover”
www.afp.com/en/node/105982
Meanwhile, the Democrats and Republicans court their multinational sponsors, carefully avoiding any
mention of the U.S. trade deficit.
Now, do you still wonder why life in America isn't what it used to be?

311.
U.S. Trade Losses Since 1975: $ 8.7 Trillion
May 15, 2012
During the WWII and post-WWII boom, our country traded at a surplus. We were in much better shape—
we made money—when exports exceeded imports.
I thought it would be interesting to tally what we've lost to foreign countries—competitors—in trade alone
since 1975, the last year we had a surplus.
According to
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/historical
we've depleted our wealth by $ 8,692,365,000,000—or roughly $114,000 for every child in America—while
our foreign trading "partners" have enriched and empowered themselves at our expense by the same figure.
America's self-inflicted tragedy is even more unsettling when you (a) adjust it for inflation or (b) consider
what we could have been if we'd kept our surpluses going.
Now, the downhill's getting steeper as we (a) lose our ability to manufacture and export, and (b) run out of
money and credit for imports.
From 2001 - 2010, the U.S. lost more than 56,000 factories, our trade deficit with China more than tripled,
and China's GDP more than quadrupled.
For the time being, some policy makers still depend on the illusion of American strength and stability, but
this won't last much longer.
How much longer depends on the wisdom of U.S. trade policy, American consumers, and American voters.

312.
Are Americans Interested in Changing the Two-Party
System?
May 19, 2012
Americans Elect threw in the towel on Thursday. The official media are proclaiming—almost celebrating—
voters' lack of interest in a third party.
I almost wish they'd say voting-age Americans just aren't interested in anything anymore and leave it at that.
But if our official media were so honestly inclined, they might also remind us, on occasion, that they work
for a two-party/one-pocket system. They seem to believe in their paychecks so faithfully, so
unquestioningly, they insist that you and I believe in them, too.
Next time you hear someone say "there's nothing we can do about it," try to chase down their
misinformation. Last I checked, Americans still had the right to vote—and politicians were still afraid of
losing their jobs—so we still had nobody but ourselves to blame for our political and economic woes.
This is not to say there aren't powerful forces behind our epidemic ignorance, just that these forces lose their
magical powers when exposed to light. Much of what passes for knowledge these days is self-interest grown
to conventional wisdom simply because nobody asked the right questions.
A couple of days ago, a conversation about Jamie Dimon's chief lobbyist and Barack Obama's Chief-of-Staff
both having the name "William Daley" turned to the subject of America's suicide by globalization.
(Whereupon it was observed that Bill Clinton had a Commerce Secretary named "William Daley," but
perhaps I digress. . . .)
Predictably, the unassailable "we can't compete with Chinese wages" tried to settle the matter. But to be
blunt: when we repeat this nonsense, we're only working for the people who profit from this nonsense—for
example, those who would drive down U.S. wages overall, regardless of how this damages the U.S. economy
overall.
The U.S. has traditionally taken care of its own—the Presidents on Mount Rushmore were all
protectionists—and now is not the first time our country has been assailed by cheap labor. We do not have
to degrade our standard of living to meet the Third World's. Say an American-made product should sell for
$30 and its Chinese counterpart could sell for $20. A $10 tariff on the Chinese product would "level the
playing field" in no uncertain terms; American wealth- and jobs-producing factories could survive; the U.S.
Treasury could count tariff receipts until the Chinese withdrew or decided to meet our pricing requirements
not by giving $10/widget to the U.S. government but, in the best of all possible worlds, by giving an extra
$10/widget to Chinese workers. Everybody wins.
We could also keep the communist Chinese out of the U.S. market, which is what many successful foreign
(e.g. Japan, South Korea, China) economies do to us. Chinese citizens would benefit tremendously if the
Chinese government were forced to develop their domestic economy. Another win-win.

Of course, we won't hear any of this from our official Democrats and Republicans, whose campaigns are
financed by the same multinationals busy dismantling our country's real economy and middle class—the
same multinationals controlling our media.
Conventional wisdom notwithstanding, I've found that most American voters are interested in third-party and
independent alternatives to the current two-party charade.
With more exposure to third-party and independent media, we'd know we have some real choices—and we'd
know their names.

313.
Discussing Obama Without Endorsing Romney
May 21, 2012
“Barack Obama, the Great Deceiver”
by Yves Smith (Susan Webber) of naked capitalism
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/05/barack-obama-the-great-deceiver.html
•

•

•

If you want this country to be different, you can’t just wish for it or expect voting to effect change.
You need to be part of making it happen. This was perhaps the greatest of Obama’s deceptions: that
by listening to his seductive rhetoric, your passivity made you part of something greater and was
tantamount to supporting change.
Obama is still a highly effective politician capable of this level of exploitation: exploiting people’s
hopes and desires. It's an easy trick to repeat when you combine this with the desire to believe—that
the hope one placed in him was justified and not misguided.
Nobody wants to feel like they were successfully defrauded.

“Why Barack Obama is the More Effective Evil”
by Glen Ford, executive director of Black Agenda Report
http://blackagendareport.com/content/why-barack-obama-more-effective-evil
•
•

•

•

Wall Street had vetted Obama thoroughly before he even set foot in the U.S. Senate in 2004. He was
their guy back then—and some of us were saying so back then.
The prevailing assumption on the Left is that Obama has good intentions. He intends to do the right
thing—or, at least, he intends to do better than the Republicans intend to do. Let’s be clear: there is
absolutely no factual basis to believe he intends to do anything other than the same thing he has
already done, whether Democrats control Congress or not, which is to serve Wall Street's most
fundamental interests.
The only person caving in and compromising was the Obama that many of you made up in your
heads. Wall Street provided the core of Obama’s policy team from the very beginning, which is why
Obama’s so-called financial reform was diligent in making sure that derivatives were virtually
untouched.
Don’t you dare call him a "lesser evil." Obama is awesomely evil. Hedge funds and billionaires are
ecstatic. Teachers unions foolishly endorse their undertaker.

314.
Regarding China’s Purchase of AMC Theaters
May 22, 2012

For the past two days, our media have been reporting that the "private Chinese conglomerate" Dalian Wanda
Group Corporation has purchased AMC Entertainment and formed the world's largest theater chain.
And for the past two days, our media have missed the same important points.
It's time to chime in:
•
•
•

•

•

•

The movie industry is one of our country's most successful manufacturers and exporters—a true
creator of wealth. Now China can control and eventually own it.
AMC's 346 theaters and 5,034 screens across the U.S. and Canada will be powerful outlets for subtle
propaganda.
Communist Chinese president Hu Jintao recently said, "China's cultural industry will play a more
critical part in the country's economic and social development." (Xinhua, 10/18/11: "China adopts
cultural development guideline to boost soft power")
Dalian Wanda Group president and chairman Wang Jianlin is also deputy to the 17th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China, member of the National Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference, vice-chairman of the All-China Federation of Industry
and Commerce—you get the picture.
Dalian Wanda Group is a subsidiary of China National United Oil Corporation, which is a subsidiary
of China National Petroleum Corporation, which is state-owned by the People's Republic of
China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army.
AMC ticket sales now help support the PRC/CCP/PLA.

Of course, AMC ticket sales no longer directly benefit AMC's relinquishing owners, which include Bain
Capital.
(The plot thickens. . . .)
In any case, I would no sooner buy a Chinese movie ticket than I would any other Chinese product. For the
sake of our country and the future of its children, please boycott AMC theaters.

315.
May Our Memories Never Be Kept In Vain
May 27, 2012
To commemorate Memorial Day, I'll try to make us all miserable—miserable enough to change, before it's
too late. May our memories never be kept in vain.
From my candidacy speech:
“Our standing professional army gets its marching orders from the President, who gets his marching orders
from his multinational money people, who explain the wars to us regular folks through corporate-sponsored
media. American citizens—rather, our children—get the bills, the caskets, and the enduring suspicion of the
outside world. By design and deceit, the realities of war remain, for too many of us, in the video-game realm
of the abstract.”
—
From Mr. Fish:
“Happy Memorial Day”
www.truthdig.com/cartoon/item/happy_memorial_day_20120525
—
From 2-time Medal of Honor recipient Marine Corps General Smedley Darlington Butler:
War Is A Racket
www.archive.org/details/WarIsARacket
—
From 10 Pentagon insiders, retired military officers and specialists with over 400 years of defense
experience:
The Pentagon Labyrinth: 10 Short Essays to Help You Through It
www.dnipogo.org/labyrinth
—
From Eleanor Roosevelt:

“Eleanor Roosevelt’s Wartime Prayer”
Dear Lord,
Lest I continue
My complacent way,
Help me to remember that somewhere,
Somehow out there,
A man died for me today.
As long as there be war,
I then must
Ask and answer
Am I worth dying for?
—
From the lessons of history:
When this transfer of wealth is completed, what will the plutocrats do with us?

316.
Half a Dozen Substantial MP3s @ No Charge
May 29, 2012
CSC Talk Radio has been providing such a wonderful, non-partisan, all-American public service with some
of my favorite people and topics, I thought I'd pass along these recent links. You'll probably recognize the
names of Beth Ann's guests:
Bob Hall, “Fear-Fallen Children”
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/052912.mp3
Chris Kilcullen, AmericasGotProduct.com
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/051612.mp3
Todd Lipscomb, MadeInUSAForever.com
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/051512.mp3
Eamonn Fingleton, “In the Jaws of the Dragon”
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/051012.mp3
C.W. Kauffman, “A National Security Scandal”
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/050812.mp3
Bob Hall, “Idea for a TV Reality Show”
www.csctalkradio.com/tracks/042612.mp3
Also, please consider:
Donating Money by PayPal, WePay, or Personal Check

317.
Democrat & Republican Special Interest Platforms are the
Exact Opposite of What Will Make Us Happy
May 30, 2012
Please take a minute to read and forward this e-mail.
Whether we realize it or not, we entrust our lives and well-being to politicians.
I wonder which is lower: our self-esteem or its elected officials.
I wonder which came first.
—
Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Platform in Brief [pdf attached]
Manufacturing: America’s historical wealth was created by manufacturing. The U.S. must re-industrialize
for opportunity, jobs, and national security. A nation’s standard of living must be supported by a standard of
productivity.
Trade: "Free trade" exists only in academic theory and globalist propaganda. The U.S. can no longer afford
to be cheated in global trade. Our country must stop trading at a loss.
China: A determined adversary, the People's Republic of China—clever, cruel, unscrupulous—does not
share our language, history, or values.
Consumer Responsibility: Workers and consumers are the same people. In the long run, every American
benefits by understanding and supporting the American economy.
Energy: U.S. energy policy is practically non-existent, controlled by a multinational oil industry through
lobbyists, media, and campaign finance. The U.S. needs truly American oil and alternative energy
industries, with U.S. government policies in place to protect them.
Personal Income Tax: Eliminate the personal income tax. It is obsolete and counterproductive. A
progressive tax on consumption can reduce our individual tax burden and increase government revenue.
Corporate Income Tax: Eliminate the corporate income tax. In truth, no corporation has ever paid income
tax. When a corporation is taxed, it passes this expense along to you and me in the form of higher prices on
goods and services. Corporations are, in this sense, government-mandated tax collectors. When a politician
advocates higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating higher personal taxes in disguise.
Immigration: Mexico is a bigger threat to the United States than the Middle East has ever been. Still, most
Mexican illegals would prefer to live at home in Mexico if given the reasonable opportunity. Stabilizing

Mexican society and developing Mexico’s economy—and deporting Mexican illegals to a better Mexico—is
a matter of survival and national security for the U.S. and Mexico both. We must be alert to China’s
presence and heavy investment in our next-door neighbor. Overall, U.S. immigration policy must first
protect the U.S. economy and U.S. citizens.
Drugs: Legalize. After a trillion dollars and hundreds of thousands of lives, the U.S. has lost its so-called
"War on Drugs"—a war on our children’s future and a cash cow for politicians and special interests, notably
the security and defense industries and enormous bureaucracies.
Defense: More defense spending does not mean more defense. Since the end of World War II, the
American empire has been in the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial
complex that President—General—Eisenhower warned us about. We should have listened to him. We
should reinstate the draft, tend to our own true business, and stop sacrificing our children's lives and futures
to profiteers.
Campaign Finance: Why would anyone spend a billion dollars for a job that pays four hundred thousand?
Our current system is one of bribery—and by multinationals with no loyalties to the United States. I will not
accept contributions from corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
Democrats and Republicans: Both parties now feed at the same trough. Both parties now represent the
same multinational moneyed interests.
Religion: I hope to always have more spiritual questions than answers. You deserve no less. We do better
when our heads of state consider the possibility that all religions are correct.
Foreign Policy: Please see all of the above and remember that “foreign policy" is not synonymous with
"war." Foreign policy is a way of being in the world.
—
For more:
Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement
and
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to Date notably resisting
America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender
and
Bob Hall 2012 Campaign

318.
Politics, Poetry, Presence
May 30, 2012
a politician is an arse upon
which everyone has sat except a man
— E.E. Cummings:
A poet is somebody who feels, and who expresses his feeling through words.
This may sound easy. It isn't.
A lot of people think or believe or know they feel—but that's thinking or believing or knowing; not feeling.
And poetry is feeling—not knowing or believing or thinking.
Almost anybody can learn to think or believe or know, but not a single human being can be taught to feel.
Why? Because whenever you think or you believe or you know, you're a lot of other people: but the moment
you feel, you're nobody-but-yourself.
To be nobody-but-yourself—in a world which is doing its best, night and day, to make you everybody else—
means to fight the hardest battle which any human being can fight; and never stop fighting.
As for expressing nobody-but-yourself in words, that means working just a little harder than anybody who
isn't a poet can possibly imagine. Why?
Because nothing is quite as easy as using words like somebody else. We all of us do exactly this nearly all of
the time—and whenever we do it, we are not poets.
If, at the end of your first ten or fifteen years of fighting and working and feeling, you find you've written
one line of one poem, you'll be very lucky indeed.
And so my advice to all young people who wish to become poets is: do something easy, like learning how to
blow up the world—unless you're not only willing, but glad, to feel and work and fight till you die.
Does this sound dismal? It isn't.
It's the most wonderful life on earth.
Or so I feel.

319.
If We Don’t Wake Up, Maybe We Deserve To Die
June 1, 2012
The Top 1%, the plutocrats, multinational corporations and banks, Wall Street, China—you name it, along
with the media and government they purchase—will be happy to confirm:
Anyone capable of uttering, much less publishing, a title like mine—"If We Don't Wake Up, Maybe We
Deserve To Die"—would make a poor U.S. President.
A poor U.S. President, indeed.
Thank goodness, a majority of Americans, every four years, is capable of recognizing good Presidential
character.
The rest of us suffer the delusion that America's children deserve to live—and maybe deserve better adults
than we've given them.
Seemingly separate issues, intertwined:
Proof That Military Chips From China Are Infected? / Breakthrough silicon scanning discovers
backdoor in military chip
www.defensetech.org/2012/05/30/smoking-gun-proof-that-military-chips-from-china-are-infected /
www.scribd.com/doc/95282643/Backdoors-Embedded-in-DoD-Microchips-From-China
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The U.S.-invented/Chinese-manufactured Actel ProASIC3 is positioned as the industry's highestsecurity device.
It is used in military: weapons, guidance, flight control, networking, and communications.
It is used in civilian: nuclear power plants, power distribution, aerospace, aviation, public
transportation, and automotive products.
Sergei Skorobogatov of Cambridge University has developed a test that proves China has been
installing cyber backdoors in ProASIC3 chips.
This allows China to mount large-scale attacks—via networks and the Internet—on the silicon
hardware itself.
If military-grade hardware is so easily booby-trapped, what about the rest of our electronics and
infrastructure?
What kind of "nation" buys anything, much less defense equipment, from a ruthless competitor, much
less a ruthless adversary?

When you hear the words “multinational” or “transnational,”
think about corporations, many with familiar names, manufacturing in places like China, then selling their
products to ignorant Westerners until the U.S. and Europe run out of money and jobs. The multinationals, in

theory, will then manufacture in the impoverished West, selling their products to wealthy Asians—and back
and forth and so on. These multinationals and their bankers are the people behind American government,
media, and public opinion. They share no loyalties with any country—or with any army.
Unemployment Soars to 22.7%
Released today:
•
•
•
•

U.S. Department of Labor U-3 "headline" unemployment for May: 8.2%—up from 8.1% in April.
U-6 unemployment: 14.8%—up from 14.5% in April.
Shadow Government Statistics includes our long-term unemployed and discouraged in its
calculations.
SGS unemployment: 22.7%—up from 22.3% in April.

In the 10 years from 2001 - 2010:
•
•
•

The U.S. lost more than 56,000 factories—and their good jobs.
Our trade deficit with China more than tripled.
China's GDP more than quadrupled.

In February 2009, Paul Volcker—a much, much better man than Greenspan or Bernanke—testified that the
current economic crisis was rooted in our high level of imports. Not surprisingly, his transcript was removed
from the U.S. House of Representatives website.
We might not deserve to die, but if we don't wake up soon, we will.

320.
Harness The Power Of Your Inner Baboon
June 2, 2012
I haven't said anything about the President Obama's gangsterism because, while it might be good for his reelection, it's bad in every other way.
It's no secret that human beings love to fight, even those of our species who don't. Times we're able to direct
our aggression, we get the job done. Problem is, our inner baboons are too easily distracted and
manipulated. We surrender our creative energy to leaders chosen for their aggressive behavior. The leaders
turn us against each other and mate with our global competitors.
About the President Obama's gangsterism, Robert Scheer at truthdig has written something worth passing
along:
“Hope Burning”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/hope_burning_20120531
Quotes:
•

•
•

•

Obama as the cool triggerman is an image useful to White House operatives as they buff the
president’s persona for the coming election. But what it reveals is the mindset of a political cynic
whose seductive words cloak the moral indifference of a methodical executioner.
The Democrats have got themselves another killer, one whose techniques are as devastatingly
effective [as Truman's and Johnson's], but brilliantly refined.
The story obviously was planted in The New York Times to benefit the Obama political campaign.
Otherwise, why would the president’s former chief of staff, William Daley, and three dozen current
and past intelligence insiders provide the newspaper with the most sensitive details of national
security decision-making?
. . . learn much of what is morally decrepit in our journalism as well as politics. The word “realist” is
now identical to “hypocrite,” and the condemnation of immoral behavior addresses nothing more
than “rhetoric” that only the “fervent” would take seriously. The Times writers all but thrill to the
lying. . . .

Too many of us all but thrill to the lying. The truth, we all know, can be more exciting—but who's tough
enough to tell it?
About yesterday's e-mail. . .
Please read the article on infected computer chips:
www.defensetech.org/2012/05/30/smoking-gun-proof-that-military-chips-from-china-are-infected

The danger of this can hardly be exaggerated. I and many others have been warning people for years, and it
turns out we've been right: China has been "planting bugs" in the electronics they manufacture and sell to us.
Some if not most of the bugs are built into the hardware and cannot be fixed or patched.
What this means, simplified, is that by pressing a button, China can reprogram or shut down our security
forces, weapons, telephones, computers, electricity, water, public transportation, automobiles—anything that
uses their electronics—and then tell us how things are going to be from this point forward.
As I've written before: “Do not be fooled by the American rocket's red glare. Modern warfare is conducted
through trade, finance, and electronics.”
Trade, finance, and electronics. Clearly, we've been at war with China for a long time, and our economic
losses have been worse than any nuclear strike.
To survive, we have no choice but to stop fighting each other and start fighting our real enemies.

321.
Easy to Remember and Super Handy!
June 4, 2012
The numbers 5 and 6 should be easy to remember.
In just 10 years, 2001 - 2010:
•
•

Our trade deficits—trade losses to foreign countries—totaled more than 5.6 trillion dollars.
Our country lost more than 56,000 factories.

Terrifying as this might sound, it's even worse in translation:
Millions of good jobs. Impossible-to-calculate real wealth creation. National security. Global influence.
American equality and democracy. Opportunity.
Ready for more?
Over the same decade:
•
•

Our trade deficit with China more than tripled.
China's GDP more than quadrupled.

(China = the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's
Liberation Army)
Also worth keeping in mind:
1 Trillion = 1 Million x 1 Million
It's a pretty big number.
Feel free to print this message and carry it when you shop.
Workers and consumers are the same people.
If you really want to destroy your own economy—your own country—forever,
Keep spending American dollars on foreign products. Keep supporting foreign countries at the expense of
your own.

322.
U.S. on track, Americans on Easy St.—after one simple little
change
June 5, 2012
Two stores, business competitors: ABC and XYZ.
People don't buy ABC products. People buy XYZ products.
Even ABC employees buy XYZ products.
(If that's not weird enough: some ABC managers are actually encouraging the behavior!)
Eventually, of course, ABC will have to close its doors.
Simple enough. Money is money. And real money is real money.
Now try substituting:
ABC = United States of America
XYZ = People's Republic of China
—
Yesterday's
“Easy to Remember and Super Handy!”
is reprinted here:

323.
Another Simple Eye-Opening Example
June 6, 2012
John Doe is president of Acme Widgets, Inc.
Doe and Acme lead the highly competitive widget industry.
Doe's policies have made Acme employees the industry's most productive.
All Acme employees are well paid.
All Acme employees receive free tuition, health care, and membership in the company's credit union.
All Acme employees are encouraged to build careers with Acme, then retire with comfortable pensions and
benefits.
Mr. Doe explains Acme's success with a question:
“Why would any businessman not want his employees to be happy and capable?”
—
Discuss:
•

Is John Doe a good businessman?

•

Would John Doe be denounced as a dangerous lunatic if he threatened to bring his policies to
American government?

•

Would Acme's productivity and morale suffer if the company's benefits were available only to a few
special interests?

•

Is life on Earth less competitive than the widget industry?

•

Do you see where I'm going with all of this?

—
From my candidacy speech:
“. . . Congress has another option, one that might even teach our children some creativity and courage in the
face of a challenge. Congress has the power to . . . create enough new wealth to pay for everything our
people need. Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this power.”

324.
Two Quotes Too Useful To Delete
June 7, 2012
Republics are created by the virtue, public spirit, and intelligence of the citizens. They fall, when the wise are
banished from the public councils, because they dare to be honest, and the profligate are rewarded, because
they flatter the people in order to betray them.
— Joseph Story, U.S. Supreme Court Justice

It is difficult
to get the news from poems
yet men die miserably every day
for lack
of what is found there.

— William Carlos Williams, M.D.

325.
Today’s Trade Data & Delirium
June 8, 2012
New trade report today
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
and some happy talk about the lower deficit. Let's get a grip:
March 2012:
•
•
•

Total goods deficit: $67.5 billion
Goods deficit with the PRC/CCP/PLA: $21.7 billion
[March data later revised]

April 2012:
•
•
•

Total goods deficit: $64.8 billion—down 4% from March
Goods deficit with the PRC/CCP/PLA: $24.6 billion—up 13% from March
[April data later revised]

According to the Census Bureau, PRC/CCP/PLA imports—“primarily apparel and toys, games, and sporting
goods” (note their wording)—increased by $1.5 billion from March to April.
If you're part of the problem, or if you think this behavior is even remotely justifiable, please do a little
necessary research on the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army.
Learn about life in China before you choose it for your children.

326.
It’s Impossible For A Well-Informed Citizen To Be Partisan
June 10, 2012
It's good to watch Americans becoming less partisan, more equally suspicious of Democrats and
Republicans. Partisanship is the very manifestation of political ignorance, the very essence of societal
unbalance.
Your Mom might have said, "There are three sides to every story."
Still, we have work to do, as witnessed by current events. After leading the nation in job losses both public
and private, Wisconsin voters have pinned their hopes to a nominal populism long hijacked and co-opted by
moneyed offshore producers; while Gallup reports that 46% of Americans now believe in creationism—up
from 40% in December 2010.
One might suggest the oppositions have failed to provide credible alternatives.
Let the blaming begin.
George Washington on partisanship:
•
•
•
•
•

The interest and duty of a wise people [are] to discourage and restrain it.
It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration.
It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one
part against another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection.
It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a facilitated access to the
government itself through the channels of party passions.
Thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.

— from Washington's 1796 Farewell Address.
1796.
Like I said: let the blaming begin.

327.
Why the Father of Our Country is on Our $1 Bill
June 12, 2012
More from George Washington's 1796 Farewell Address. His words, my selections.
[See FFC #328: “32 Insights From George Washington In 1796 For 2012”]
“With me a predominant motive has been to endeavor to gain time to our country to settle and mature its yet
recent institutions, and to progress without interruption to that degree of strength and consistency which is
necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the command of its own fortunes.” — Geo. Washington
If George Washington were alive today, he couldn't possibly vote for Obama or Romney.
The Father of His Country would say it needs an uncle.
America's children need someone they can call “Uncle President”:

328.
32 Insights From George Washington In 1796 For 2012
June 14, 2012
Please circulate the attached PDF:
“There's Still Time To Turn It Around: 32 Insights From George Washington In 1796 For 2012”
Clear away some of the 18th-century verbiage and George Washington's Farewell Address sounds like it was
written this week—by our country's father.
I wonder: if Washington were alive today, would he sue to remove his good name from our nation's capital?
—
These will be offered to you with . . . freedom, as you can only see in them the disinterested warnings of a
parting friend, who can possibly have no personal motive.
— Geo. Washington
1.
Unity . . . is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence [and] prosperity.
2.
Much pains will be taken, many artifices employed to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth.
3.
You should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your collective and individual
happiness . . . indignantly frowning upon . . . every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the
rest.
4.
Designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views.
5.
They serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force.
6.

In the place of the delegated will of the nation [they put] the will of a party, often a small but artful and
enterprising minority of the community.
7.
According to the alternate triumphs of different parties, [they] make the public administration the mirror of
the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome
plans digested by common counsels and modified by mutual interests.
8.
Cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp
for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to
unjust dominion.
9.
The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural to party
dissention . . . is itself a frightful despotism.
10.
The common & continual mischiefs of the spirit of Party are sufficient to make it the interest and the duty of
a wise People to discourage and restrain it.
11.
It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration.
12.
It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part
against another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection.
13.
It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a facilitated access to the government itself
through the channels of party passions.
14.
Thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.
15.
Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In
proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion
should be enlightened.
16.

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to
use it as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace . . . not ungenerously
throwing upon posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear.
17.
It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the
magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence.
18.
Who can doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any
temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it?
19.
Can it be that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue?
20.
The nation which indulges towards another a habitual hatred or a habitual fondness is . . . a slave to its
animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest.
21.
The government sometimes . . . makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostility
instigated by pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps
the liberty, of nations, has been the victim.
22.
A passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils [and] betrays the former into a
participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter.
23.
It gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation), facility to
betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country . . . sometimes even with popularity.
24.
As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly
enlightened and independent patriot.
25.
Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of
a free people ought to be constantly awake.
26.

History and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican
government.
27.
Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of [a foreign nation] are liable to become suspected and odious,
while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their interests.
28.
The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have
with them as little political connection as possible.
29.
Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any [foreign
nation], entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of [foreign] ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or
caprice?
30.
It is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another.
31.
It must pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it may accept.
32.
There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an
illusion, which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.

329.
Epitaph & Epigraph
June 14, 2012
An “epitaph” goes on a gravestone. For example:
“I told you I was sick!”
or
“All dressed up and no place to go.”
An “epigraph” is inscribed on a building or statue, or, commonly a quotation, at the beginning of a book.
For an unusually thought-provoking example, see page 2 of Fear-Fallen Children:

When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be
ashamed of yourself.
When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.

Confucius, Analects

Note that this epigraph would be a suitable epitaph for many politicians.
I hope this helps.

330.
Learn about life in China before you choose it for your
children
June 16, 2012
A country earns its living by making and growing things—tangible stuff. The U.S. did especially well until
our best and brightest looked at the gigantic stockpile of hard-earned American wealth and came up with an
idea. Instead of working—actually laboring—to create new wealth, they would simply tap into existing
wealth, transferring to themselves what had already been created by our previous generations.
Lately, there's been a lot of discussion about the Fed's June 2012 "Survey of Consumer Finances" and the
40% loss of median net worth from 2007 - 2010. Dramatic, depressing, distracting nonsense. It's just paper,
folks—paper from a fictitious economy based on wealth transfer, not from the real economy.
The real tragedy is in our real economy, not in the sudden disappearance of net so-called "worth" that never
really existed in the first place. Real economies and real assets don't just vanish into thin air because the big
banks go berserk. Our so-called "wealth" was fictitious, conjured to offset, conceal, and accelerate the loss
of our real economy.
It's almost diabolically clever: we didn't notice the loss of our real economy to global competitors because
our fictitious economy was thriving—or so we were told. The fictitious economy worked so well that we
used the equity to buy more stuff—significantly from foreign competitors that were boosting the US$ and
housing prices while lowering the prices of their foreign-made goods.
When you hear people complain about China's "currency manipulation," remember that everyone making
money on U.S. imports, which totaled $238.6 billion in March alone—beginning with the multinational
corporations and banks that control our politics and media—makes more money when China keeps the US$
high. China accomplishes this largely by purchasing our Treasury securities—so we can add "American
politicians" to our eye-opening list of China currency manipulation fans. Even American consumers, it
should now be evident, are bewitched, if unknowingly, by China's currency manipulation: overpriced real
estate and underpriced consumer goods. The well-intentioned patriots lobbying against China's clearly
criminal currency manipulation have less chance of succeeding than I do of winning this November's
election; but I admire their efforts, if misapplied (they should focus on tariffs), and generally believe that
they, like me, are doing whatever they can to help our country.
But the long and the short is we're skinned coming and going. Globalization and foreign competitors took
our real economy. Or maybe we gave it to them. In either case, we've nobody to blame but our own
ignorant selves.
Every time we buy something made or grown in a foreign country, we support that country of origin and
deprive our own United States. We serve their culture, their values, and we neglect our own. It's a form of
treason: a way of saying we want the foreign country to succeed and America to fail.

Of course, some of us are unaware. Ignorance keeps us from connecting the dots. But does this make us
innocent? Will future generations of Americans be able to forgive us?
Astonishingly, if we're to believe the evidence, we're choosing China over the United States. In just ten
years, our country lost 56,000 factories, $5.6 trillion in trade, untold millions of jobs—while China's GDP
more than quadrupled.
If we're going to surrender to the People's Republic, and be absorbed (at best) into their communist
dictatorship, then we should probably know a little something about their ways—and where we're headed.
Learn about life in China before you choose it for your children.
—
In the news, Chinese beatings and forced abortions:
“Feng Jianmei, 23, was beaten by officials and forced to abort the baby at seven months on June 2
because her family could not afford a 40,000 yuan ($6,300) fine for having a second child, Chinese
media reported this week.”
www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/15/china-forced-abortion_n_1599485.html
“It was a method to contain population, but now it is a way to make money.”
http://behindthewall.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/06/14/12222877-gruesome-photos-put-spotlight-onchinas-one-child-policy

331.
A New Name For Our Nation’s Capital?
June 18, 2012
If George Washington could see what has become of the nation's capital that bears his name, he would. . . .
Well, I won't presume to speak for a Founding Father, much less the Founding Father, but I'm pretty sure he
would not be impressed with our politicians—or with our citizens.
You will remember George Washington took great paternal care to caution us:
•

“Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the
jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake.”

•

“Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of [a foreign nation] are liable to become suspected and
odious, while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their
interests.”

•

“[Partisanship] opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a facilitated access to
the government itself through the channels of party passion.”

•

“Cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to
usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have
lifted them to unjust dominion.”

A man like George Washington does not deserve to have his name used as a pejorative synonymous with the
human excrement he fought, feared, and tried to save us from.
In his spirit, to restore everyday inspiration to a name we owe so much, I propose we:
•

Force—by any means necessary*—Washington, D.C. to live up to the great man's name.

•

Adopt a new, more-accurate name for our nation's capital in attempt to shame the politicians into
reform.

Or:

Any suggestions?
—
*Jean-Paul Sartre, by the way

332.
Open Season on the U.S. Economy
June 19, 2012
The country with the most to lose, loses:
“Now Korea Is Cleaning Our Clock”
http://buchanan.org/blog/now-korea-is-cleaning-our-clock-5102
•

The new U.S.-Korea trade agreement tripled our trade deficit in one month . . . an unending
redistribution of America's wealth to foreign lands.

“TPP Secrets: Obama covertly granting more power to multinational corporations”
http://rt.com/usa/news/tpp-obama-corporations-trade-725
•

A section of the proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership was leaked to the Web early Wednesday, and its
contents suggest that US President Barack Obama was perhaps not so genuine with promises made
while campaigning in 2008 and even offers some insight into why his administration has been eerily
secretive about the TPP.

“Mexico to join Trans-Pacific Partnership talks”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/18/us-usa-mexico-transpacific-idUSBRE85H1LC20120618
•

Felipe Calderon, nearing the end of his six-year presidential term, called it "a great piece of news"
that would help Mexico expand its economy and create more jobs at a time when some other
countries are facing slowdowns.

“Secret documents show Canada's aggressive campaign to be included in Trans-Pacific Partnership”
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/06/19/secret-documents-show-canadas-aggressive-campaign-to-beincluded-in-trans-pacific-partnership
•

Prime Minister Stephen Harper officially announced Tuesday at the G20 summit in Mexico that
Canada has been accepted into the negotiations for the Trans-Pacific Partnership, which many
observers believe could outstrip the North American Free Trade Agreement in economic importance.

333.
Where would Americans be without one another?
June 20, 2012
I love biologist E.O. Wilson's independent mind, gentle manner, and "eusocial insights." In The Social
Conquest of Earth, he wrote:
“Group selection shapes instincts that tend to make individuals altruistic toward one another (but not
towards members of other groups). Individual selection is responsible for much of what we call sin,
while group selection is responsible for the great part of virtue. Together they have created the
conflict between the poorer and the better angels of our nature.”
Think about ants and bees, most of whom have never heard of Charles Darwin or actually seen a dog eat
dog. Ants and bees survive by cooperating. Many individuals forgo basic reproduction, devoting their lives
instead to their group's offspring and their group's continued existence.
(It might be worth mentioning—perhaps with some regret—that an ant or bee "group" does not include every
ant or bee on the planet.)
Our group, American citizens, is capable of greater cooperation (and virtue) than ants or bees. This we've
proven, time and again, beginning with our earliest struggles for group selection.
Yet today, how many of us are aware of our better angels—or where we'd be without them?

334.
WANTED: Singer or Band for Music to Restore American
Opportunity
June 21, 2012
Not that there's anything wrong with Top 40 “Baby, Baby” and “He/She Done Me Wrong” dysfunction—
But what about a song that could change the course of history?
I double-dog dare anyone to read “Dollar to the Giant” and tell me this isn't the most powerful,
prescient—and useful—song of our time.*
Most Americans stopped caring about facts and figures a long time ago, but we're still reachable through art
and emotion.
Art—a song—can connect our thoughts and feelings, and give practical life to abstract ideas.
If enough people heard “Dollar to the Giant” four years ago, we would not be in the mess we're in today.
The right performer—rock, rap, folk—could get the word out in a big way.
Just think: someone like "The Boss" could actually create jobs—millions of jobs.
So, for all our sakes:
Please rack your brains and address books. If you find a performer for “Dollar to the Giant,” let me know.
On behalf of America's future, I thank you.
—
*[See FFC #157, Lyrics: “Dollar to the Giant”]

335.
As Taxpayers Obey, So Profiteers Oppress
June 22, 2012
War has changed. The combatants have changed. Victory is now achieved by the multinational MilitaryIndustrial-Congressional Complex defeating the U.S. taxpayer.
As taxpayers obey, so profiteers oppress.
My work today is dedicated to one of the finest young men I have ever known, wounded recently in
Afghanistan, and to the people making money on his sacrifice:
Good luck, Mr. D.
The rest of you can rot in Hell.
“2,000 dead Americans: The toll of the Afghan war (so far)”
http://rt.com/usa/news/afghanistan-war-killed-us-849
•

The death of Cpl. Taylor Baune (# 2,000) comes only weeks after the Defense Department revealed
another shocking statistic: according to the Pentagon’s latest research, the rate of suicide among
active-duty American soldiers is almost one-per-day.

“Funding the Enemy: How U.S. Taxpayers Bankroll the Taliban”
www.truthdig.com/arts_culture/item/how_to_build_a_quagmire_20120621
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

If you’re wondering how $31 billion of U.S. taxpayer money could be lost to fraud and waste in
Afghanistan and Iraq, this book is for you.
For a decade now, we’ve spent $120 billion annually to occupy Afghanistan, whose GDP was less
than one-tenth of that figure.
“It’s the perfect war,” one U.S. intelligence officer told Funding the Enemy author Douglas A.
Wissing. “Everyone is making money.”
Afghan factions clearly intend to prolong the flow of U.S. dollars without cooperating in the
American crusade.
We haven’t aided the Afghan economy; we are the economy. Afghan farmers have even refused to
clear their own canals unless we pay them.
Outrageously, the Taliban itself has been a major beneficiary.
More than half of Afghan households paid bribes to public officials over a six-month period. The
average resident has paid more than $100 per year in bribes, though 70 percent of Afghan families
live on $1 per day.
We have worsened conflicts instead of mitigating them.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our government’s confused drug trade policy has contributed to the intertwined, codependent culture
of corruption, aid, and militarism that fuels the enduring war.
Afghan road construction has become an important source of financing for the Taliban.
By 2010, there were 104,000 private contractors in Afghanistan—more civilians than soldiers. Note
to war profiteers: mission accomplished!
A Brown University study estimated that Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq will cost U.S. taxpayers $4
trillion—approximately $13,000 for every man, woman, and child in the U.S.
As our government cuts infrastructure, education, and human services here at home, it pays for
useless wells, substandard roads, and empty schools in Afghanistan.
The human costs include 225,000 lives, countless shattered communities and families, and future
fallout from American war crimes committed in pursuit of our enemies.
Al-Qaeda’s strategy, according to Osama bin Laden, was to engage America in a “long, exhausting,
and continuous battle.”

Mission accomplished. . . .

336.
Finding the Anger to Become Happy
June 25, 2012
Matt Stoller of the progressive Roosevelt Institute and former Democratic senator Fritz Hollings have posted
some interesting articles. But first, something I recently wrote on a blog:
Who would expect anything different from the “official” candidates? We all know where they get
their money. Yet we’re angry when they don’t represent our interests? And we criticize others for
“wasting” their time and votes on long-shots? When we’re ready to get behind better candidates, we’ll
get better government—and happier lives.
Though Stoller's lively essay targets the President, I think it's even more useful when the reader substitutes
[any politician] for “Barack Obama.”
“The Source of Barack Obama's Power to Trick Us Comes from Our Willingness to Be Tricked”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/06/back-obama-the-cool-self-aware-irony-drenched-con-artist.html
•

We can choose an alternative narrative, that power and consent come from us, come from the choices
that we make, as people, and as citizens. And we will no longer believe that Barack Obama, that
cool, brilliant, self-aware con artist is anything but what he has revealed himself to be.

Fritz Hollings:
“Un-American”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/12.0622.unamerican.htm
•
•

In this day and age, Thomas Jefferson would be drone killed for writing the Declaration of
Independence and Patrick Henry would be drone killed as a terrorist.
It's time we act like Americans and demand that Congress represents the country rather than
themselves.

Before you go thinking Mitt Romney is any kind of answer, just take a look at his positions on trade:
www.mittromney.com/issues/trade
•
•

Romney believes that free trade is essential to restoring robust economic growth and creating jobs.
Romney would: complete negotiations for the Trans-Pacific Partnership, pursue new trade
agreements with nations committed to free enterprise and open markets, and discontinue U.S.
government procurement from China until China commits to GPA.

Sounds good, right? Wrong. If you don't immediately recognize the dishonesty, the campaign financiers,

and the outright economic treason in Romney's proposals, please e-mail me for a copy of Fear-Fallen
Children. No charge.
Still one of my favorite quotes:
“Free trade means our lives are decided by corporations—multinational corporations. There is nothing
conservative, nothing liberal, nothing free about this.”
And to close with my opening:
Who would expect anything different from the “official” candidates? We all know where they get their
money. Yet we’re angry when they don’t represent our interests? And we criticize others for “wasting” their
time and votes on long-shots? When we’re ready to get behind better candidates, we’ll get better
government—and happier lives.
When you're ready, I could use a little help:

337.
Four-Year Anniversary; Time To Do Like The Top 1%
June 27, 2012
Four years ago today, I sent my first "Dollar to the Giant" e-mailing.
I'm deeply sorry that I told you so.
Still today, if enough Americans heard my ideas, if enough Americans read my e-mails*, our country would
be in near-perfect shape—more peaceful and prosperous than ever before.
Did you know that fewer than one-quarter of 1% of Americans contribute more than $200 to political
campaigns?
Most Americans—more than 96%—do not contribute one single penny, nor do they contribute one single
minute of their time.
Most Americans just complain—mostly, if unwittingly, about smarter Americans who invest time and
money in political power.
That's life—how it's always been and how it will never change. There are lots of reasons the "Bottom 99%"
are on the bottom.
Or should I say "on their bottoms"?
Sorry to sound so harsh, but,
It's time to get off our butts, quit complaining, and do like the Top 1%:
Buy it.
If you want something, buy it.
Pay for it.
With your time. With your effort. With your money.
But don't expect to get it for free.
—
*Now collected into a 386-page book: Fear-Fallen Children. E-mail me for a "free" copy and consider
giving whatever you think it's worth.

338.
We Are Not Victims
June 28, 2012
Chief Justice Roberts has come through for his so-called "Right":
•
•
•
•
•

More power for corporations and multinationals
Less chance for useful and necessary healthcare reform
Less chance for single payer
More support for Mitt Romney
More distraction from the real economy

Most Americans, across the political spectrum, will eventually be outraged and embarrassed. Partisan lefties
will wonder what they accomplished by supporting so-called "Democratic" legislation written to transfer the
public's money to private corporations connected to the healthcare industry. Partisan righties will wonder
why "socialism" isn't redistributing wealth the way they'd predicted.
ObamaCare, like almost everything else in our increasingly ridiculous economy, is about wealth transfer and
increasing inequality. It has very little to do with the honest care of American health—or American
productivity.
Frankly, I think "Roberts" has overplayed his hand: Romney won't win and Americans won't lose.
Soon, very soon:
We will refuse to be divided and defeated.
Or we will be divided and defeated for the last time.
—
Attached: Fear-Fallen Children through June 27, 2012. Power in a PDF. Please pass it along to at least two
people and ask them to do the same.

339.
Weekend Advice From Uncle President
June 29, 2012
If “divide-and-conquer” weren't so effective, our corporate media's ridiculous explanations of their corporate
owners' behavior might be funny. But it works—so well, they never let up, not even to celebrate a victory.
They keep dividing, dividing—and we keep falling for it.
Try this this weekend:
Find someone you disagree with. Have a long talk. Don't try to win. Learn. Don't try to be right. Try to be
happy.
Let me know how it goes.
We'll never change a thing unless we're willing to be happy.
Most of us waste so much time preaching to the choir, we must be doing it for a reason.
What if we're not preaching at all?
What if we're really trying to hide behind the choir?

340.
Defense Contractor Pleads Guilty; Helped China Develop
Attack Helicopter
July 1, 2012
From the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Public Affairs:
“United Technologies Subsidiary Pleads Guilty to Criminal Charges for Helping China Develop New
Attack Helicopter”
www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/June/12-nsd-824.html
•

•
•

A Canadian subsidiary of Connecticut-based defense contractor United Technologies Corporation
today pleaded guilty to violating the Arms Export Control Act and making false statements in
connection with its illegal export to China of U.S. military software used in the development of
China’s first modern military attack helicopter, the Z-10.
United Technologies Corporation, with subsidiaries Pratt & Whitney Canada and Hamilton
Sundstrand, agreed to pay more than $75 million to the U.S. Government.
Roughly $20.7 million is to be paid to the Justice Department. The remaining $55 million is payable
to the State Department as part of a separate consent agreement to resolve outstanding export issues,
including those related to the Z-10. Up to $20 million of this penalty can be suspended if applied by
UTC to remedial compliance measures.

Moving on to the comedy portion of the press release:
•

•

•

“The agreement reached with all three companies should send a clear message that any corporation
that willfully sends export-controlled material to an embargoed nation will be prosecuted and
punished.” — U.S. Attorney David B. Fein
“As today’s case demonstrates, the Justice Department will spare no effort to hold accountable those
who compromise U.S. national security for the sake of profits and then lie about it to the
government.” — Lisa Monaco, Assistant Attorney General for National Security
“Today’s $75-million settlement with United Technologies Corporation sends a clear message:
willful violators of U.S. arms export control regulations will be pursued and punished.” — Andrew J.
Shapiro, Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs

Comedy portion?
Aren't they talking about China, the country that manufactures and sells us equipment to protect our country
from countries like China?
It gets even weirder. Take a look at UTC's financials:
http://2011ar.utc.com/pdfs/UT_2011_Financials.pdf

In 2011, United Technologies Corporation made $ 4,979,000,000—almost $5 billion, net income, after
taxes.
The $75-million penalty is 1.5% of UTC's take-home pay. If it sends a clear message, it's “keep up the good
work.”
By the way, how much is the penalty for not buying President Obama's health insurance?

341.
Fourth of July, 2012
July 2, 2012
“If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;”
and this single reflection, well applied, is sufficient to awaken every man to duty. — Thomas Paine
in
The AMERICAN CRISIS. (NO. 1.)
By the Author of COMMON SENSE.
—
More wisdom from Paine:
“THESE are the times that try men’s souls:”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country.
What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly.
It would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as Freedom should not be highly rated.
The mind soon grows through [panics], and acquires a firmer habit than before.
They are the touchstones of sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which might
otherwise have lain forever undiscovered.
They have the same effect on secret traitors. . . . They sift out the hidden thoughts of man, and hold
them up in public to the world.
There is a natural firmness in some minds which cannot be unlocked by trifles, but which, when
unlocked, discovers a cabinet of fortitude.
Every [. . .] is a coward, for servile, slavish, self-interested fear is the foundation of [. . .]; and a man
under such influence, though he may be cruel, never can be brave.
But before the line of irrecoverable separation be drawn between us, let us reason the matter together:
Your conduct is an invitation to the enemy, yet not one in a thousand of you has heart enough to join
him.
The American cause is injured by you.
America will never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion.
Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could
survive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, come forth to meet and to
repulse it.
The heart that feels not now is dead: The blood of his children shall curse his cowardice, who shrinks
back at a time when a little might have saved the whole, and made them happy.

•

•
•
•
•

There are persons too who see not the full extent of the evil which threatens them; they solace
themselves with hopes that the enemy, if he succeed, will be merciful. It is the madness of folly, to
expect mercy from those who have refused to do justice.
Mercy, where conquest is the object, is only a trick of war; The cunning of the fox is as murderous as
the violence of the wolfe, and we ought to guard equally against both.
Mutual fear is a principal link in the chain of mutual love, and woe be to that state that breaks the
compact.
[. . .] is mercifully inviting you to barbarous destruction, and men must be either rogues or fools that
will not see it.
If there yet remains one thoughtless wretch who believes it not, let him suffer it unlamented.

Sold Opposite the COURT-HOUSE, Queen Street
[1776]
—
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpe:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28rbpe03902300%29%29
www.gutenberg.org/files/3741/3741-h/3741-h.htm#2H_4_0005

342.
EXTRA: Founding Fathers Break Silence, Disown Children
July 4, 2012
Founding Fathers Break Silence, Disown Children
By A CITIZEN
July 4, 2012
PHILADELPHIA, Penn. — In a surprise departure from July 4's ritual turning in their graves, the concerned
citizens known as America's “Founding Fathers” will be issuing a statement.
Inside sources say the statement is intended to disavow any connection between the Founding Fathers and
modern-day Americans, their children by semantic implication.
“These are not children of our issue,” said one of the complainants, as yet unnamed.
“We did not bequeath them freedom so they could submit to foreign tyranny, global or corporate,” said
another.
“What the Hell?” queried a third. “We sacrificed everything so our children wouldn't have to live in a
British colony. Now they're choosing to live in a Chinese colony? Please stop calling me a ‘Founding
Father.’ I want nothing to do with these stupid, ungrateful bastards.”
“Temperance, good man,” counseled the fourth. “But, yes, even King George would be a better choice.
Even King George.”
More as our story develops. . . .
—
Related stories:
“A New Name For Our Nation's Capital?”

343.
Outrageous News about Unemployment, Trade, and Finance
July 6, 2012
June Unemployment Worsens: 22.8%
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-453-june-employment-and-unemployment-money-supply-m3
•
•
•
•

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics U-3 “headline” unemployment remained unchanged at 8.2%; U-6
climbed to 14.9%.
Shadow Government Statistics includes America's long-term unemployed and discouraged in its
calculations. “Long-term” is more than one year.
In 1994, these unfortunate souls were legislated out of existence by a President who likely never met
an offshore manufacturer he did not not have sexual relations with.
Current U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics “Average (Mean) Duration of Unemployment” is 39.9
weeks.

From the (Trojan) Horse's Mouth: “USTR Announces Outcome of Generalized System of Preferences
Review”
www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/press-releases/2012/july/ustr-announces-outcome-gsp-review
Want to know what's ailing the U.S. economy? Read carefully this quote from U.S. Trade Representative
Ron Kirk:
•

“GSP is a valuable tool for advancing the Administration’s goals to boost trade and to advance
international economic development. The GSP program helps developing countries to grow their
economies while also helping U.S. businesses, workers, and consumers by lowering the costs of
imported goods, including those used as inputs for U.S. manufacturing. The annual review allows the
Administration to ensure that the program is working as intended.”

Got that? The Administration's goal is foreign growth at U.S. expense. Globalization. Cheap imports.
America's goal for the past three decades.
I'd say “the program is working as intended.”
Our house is infested. Rats are gnawing on our children as they sleep. And we're letting it happen.
A truly humane, sane person would kill the rats—or at least prosecute and cage these rats so they can't bite
anybody.
Please do not ignore the breaking LIBOR banking scandal. It's not all that complicated, it is all that
important, and it does affect you.

I'll provide a brief explanation which, if pursued, could cut the big banks down to sensible size and restore
the $ billions lost by so many of our local governments:
We've all heard about the “derivatives” that contributed to the 2008 meltdown. Since then, almost nothing
has been done to regulate them. Derivative power and risk have grown to a notional value in the hundreds of
trillions of dollars—largely interest rate swaps determined by the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR).
Interest rate swaps have bled hundreds of American communities—notoriously New Orleans, Los Angeles,
and Oakland—and enriched the Wall Streeters who sold them. The breaking LIBOR scandal is exposing the
banks' criminal manipulation of LIBOR, and therefore derivatives, to the painful disadvantage of American
taxpayers.
This is just one tip of one iceberg. A lot of consumer interest, from credit cards to mortgages, is indexed to
LIBOR.
As I've recommended: when you hear the words “markets” or “market forces,” try substituting “financial
elites.”
These are the people who determine our prices and their profits. These are the people who tell us to put our
faith in “the markets.”
These are the people who deserve to be rewarded.
With cheese.

344.
Misery Index; The Day After Election Day
July 8, 2012
Remember the “Misery Index” that sent Jimmy Carter packing in 1980? Unemployment plus inflation
equaled 21.98—the worst ever.
Or was it?
Since then—concurrent with America's commitment to globalization, financialization, and corporatization—
the official statistics have been bald-faced lies.
For example, “unemployment” no longer includes our long-term unemployed and discouraged. These
Americans are now filed under “Not in Labor Force.”
Inflation was traditionally and reliably measured against a fixed basket of goods. Now, your basket is being
rearranged while you look the other way. Hamburger counts the same as steak; some essentials don't count
at all. Your standard of living is still OK when compared with everyone else in your demographic group; it's
just that your demographic group has changed. You've been downgraded. Again.
Does anyone really believe unemployment is 8.2% and inflation is 1.7%?
If we use honest figures for May 2012—22.7% unemployment plus 9.3% inflation¹—the Misery Index was:
32.0
Please note the extraordinary similarities between Romney and Obama. They are equally committed to
globalization and so-called “free trade.” They are equally sponsored and controlled by Wall Street
multinationals. They are equally poisonous to American citizens.
Election Day is Tuesday, November 6. On Wednesday, November 7, most Americans will kick themselves
in the pants and wish they'd done something to support me—or someone like me—when they had the
chance.
Little doubt, Wednesday, November 7 will be my busiest day this year.
It's not too late. It's never too late. Patriotism is not defined or regulated by the media.
Patriotism is a way of life and a commitment to our children.
“Never give in. Never give in—never, never, never. In nothing great or small, large or petty, never give in
except to convictions of honor and good sense. Never yield to force. Never yield to the apparently
overwhelming might of the enemy.”²

Never give in.
—
¹www.shadowstats.com
²Winston Churchill

345.
LIBOR: A Chance to Teach Your Children Well
July 10, 2012
This could be our moment. To get things rolling, the “too-big” banks should reimburse local governments
and taxpayers they've defrauded with interest rate swaps. If simple justice breaks the banks—good riddance
to these self-worshiping, non-wealth-producing parasites who don't seem to know where “their” money came
from in the first place. Let's hope our taxpayers have the sense not to bail them out again. Let's hope our
citizens someday have the sense not to vote for them.
“The rotten heart of finance: A scandal over key interest rates is about to go global”
www.economist.com/node/21558281
“This is the banking industry’s tobacco moment,” says the chief executive of a multinational bank, referring
to the lawsuits and settlements that cost America’s tobacco industry more than $200 billion in 1998. “It’s
that big.”
“Fifteen years ago the word was that LIBOR was being rigged,” says one industry veteran closely involved
in the LIBOR process. “It was one of those well-kept secrets, but the regulator was asleep, the Bank of
England didn’t care and . . . [the banks participating were] happy with the reference prices.”
More from the article:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

LIBOR, the number that the traders were toying with, determines the prices that people and
corporations around the world pay for loans or receive for their savings.
LIBOR is used as a benchmark to set payments on about $800 trillion-worth of financial instruments.
It turns out to have been "flawed."
As many as 20 big banks have been named in various investigations or lawsuits alleging that LIBOR
was rigged.
Those setting the rates have had every incentive to lie, since their banks stood to profit or lose
depending on LIBOR.
Derivatives traders at Barclays and several other unnamed banks influenced LIBOR to increase
profits or reduce losses on their derivative exposures.
Even small moves in LIBOR resulted in daily profits or losses worth millions of dollars.
Actions representing a huge variety of plaintiffs have been launched. Among the claimants are
investors in savings rates or bonds linked to LIBOR, those buying derivatives priced off it, and those
who dealt directly with banks involved in setting LIBOR.
Corporations and lawyers are examining whether they can sue banks for harm they have suffered.
The cases will be testing new areas of the law such as whether, for instance, an Australian firm that
took out an interest rate swap with a local bank should be able to sue a British or American bank
involved in setting LIBOR.

Gentlemen, start your engines. . . .

346.
New Trade Report: China Losses on Record-Breaking Pace
July 11, 2012
The latest trade (deficit) figures were released this morning:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services, May 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
You'll hear some crowing about May's deficit being nearly 4% lower than April's.
However:
Our goods deficit with China was 6% worse—$ 26,043,400,000—and now represents 41% of our entire
goods deficit with the entire world.
We're on pace to shatter last year's all-time-history-of-the-world record trade deficit with a single country.
Or "country/ideology/military": the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's
Liberation Army
Yes, the very same we fought in Korea and Vietnam before the battlefield moved to Walmart.
By May 2011, our goods deficit with the PRC/CCP/PLA was $ 106,781,200,000
By May 2012, our goods deficit with the PRC/CCP/PLA was $ 117,656,500,000
Ten percent worse. Nothing to crow about.
Economists still struggling to understand what happened to our economy and jobs might take 4 minutes and
21 seconds from their busy schedules to watch:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
It's still not rocket science.

347.
LIBOR Is Not Something Happening “over in England”
July 12, 2012
One of my favorite lines from Chairman Mao, about bureaucrats:
“They are eight-sided and slippery as eels.”
It's almost—almost—fun to watch the slimy critters try to wiggle off the hook.
Yesterday, Reuters reported:
“The Federal Reserve Bank of New York [you know: Tim Geithner's] will release on Friday documents
showing it took ‘prompt action’ four years ago to highlight problems with the benchmark interest rate known
as Libor and to press for reform, an official at the regional U.S. central bank said on Wednesday.”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/12/usa-fed-libor-idUSL2E8IC06E20120712
I can't wait. Meanwhile, let the record delight that our current U.S. Treasury Secretary was, four years ago,
president of the New York Fed.
Tuesday this week, Reuters informed:
“Barclays said in documents released last Tuesday that it first contacted Fed officials to discuss Libor on
August 28, 2007, at a time when credit problems arising from the U.S. housing bust were beginning to
mount. It communicated with the Fed twice that day.”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/10/us-markets-credit-barclays-idUSBRE86907120120710
August of 2007? Hmmm. Searching through my handy-dandy copy of Fear-Fallen Children, I see that the
GAO Fed audit I sent you
Federal Reserve System: Opportunities Exist to Strengthen Policies and Processes for Managing Emergency
Assistance
(what a ridiculous title)
www.gao.gov/new.items/d11696.pdf
reveals that from December 2007 to July 2010, Barclays took $868 billion in American taxpayer-funded
bailouts—more than even Goldman Sachs, more than RBS and UBS combined.
(Funny we'd heard about foreigners RBS and UBS but not Barclays. Hmmm.)

Good heavens. Can this mean that our trusted Federal Reserve gave Barclays darned near a trillion dollars of
taxpayer money after learning that “Barclays” (ahem) was manipulating LIBOR?
This almost makes me want to know if our trusted Federal Reserve knew that the banks it “bailed out” (ahem
again) with taxpayer money were using LIBOR to manipulate financial derivatives to defraud these very
same taxpayers and their hundreds of local governments all across the USA.
The Economist recently spilled:
www.economist.com/node/21558281
“The FSA has identified price-rigging dating back to 2005, yet [according to an industry veteran] ‘fifteen
years ago the word was that LIBOR was being rigged.’”
Last year, I said:
[FFC #142]
“The Fed takes care of Fed members and Fed friends. American citizens . . . have to pay the bills and
bequeath the unpaid balances to their children.”
The Fed is a gang of big banks we've allowed to police themselves. Committed multinationals, they will
continue to export American jobs and taxpayer money until we stop them.
Eight-sided and slippery as eels—they may well be. But they can be caught. LIBOR set the hook.
Now let's reel them in.

348.
The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of me.
July 15, 2012
Not the kinds of articles I normally recommend, but well-written, thought-provoking, and related to so many
things I've been hearing lately, these might ask and answer the popular questions:
“Dead End on Shakin' Street”
by Thomas Frank
www.thebaffler.com/past/dead_end_on_shakin_street
“War is Betrayal”
by Chris Hedges
www.bostonreview.net/BR37.4/chris_hedges_war_soldiers_army_military_suicides_ptsd.php

349.
Lyrics: “One More Sundown”
July 16, 2012
Try to imagine Willie Nelson singing this slow 3/4 ballad:
“One More Sundown”
One more sundown, he rode into town
To live up to his nightly decline
It won’t be home cookin’, but then no one’s lookin’
No one lookin’ just suits him just fine
Long in the tooth, outdistanced by youth
Head getting wrinkly and gray
Memories of women and just enough livin’
To not care what happens today
From a child’s illusion to a young man’s confusion
To an old man’s burden of pain
There isn’t much time, little reason or rhyme
And we don’t get to live it again
Alone on the shelf, sitting next to himself
A long letting-go in his eyes
The face in his mirror, every day nearer
A lost boy in an old man’s disguise
Old pictures and letters, he could have done better
If hope hadn’t outlived its day
Still he laughs at the good jokes and knows there’s some good folks
With courage and something to say
From a child’s illusion to a young man’s confusion
To an old man’s burden of pain
There isn’t much time, little reason or rhyme
And we don’t get to live it again
One final sundown, he rode into town. . . .

© 2008 Robert Hall - Music By Robert Hall (ASCAP)

350.
Can’t Remembering How We Got Here From There
July 17, 2012
A lively old historian and WWII veteran once told me, “This country won't last long because Americans
have short memories. Our soldiers were drinking beer with Germans the day after the war ended.”
I was 12 or 13 at the time, so the lively old historian seemed a little unaccommodating. Now, I know he was
right. The world's enduring cultures have enduring memories—a quality worth remembering next time we
bomb anybody's relatives, no matter what the circumstances.
On Sunday, AFP reported:
“US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was taunted by chants of ‘Monica, Monica’ by tomato-throwing
demonstrators as she visited the Egyptian port city of Alexandria on Sunday.”
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/monica-monica-chants-taunt-clinton-egypt-191217298.html
Strange that the article went on to explain what “Monica, Monica” means.
Then again, maybe not. If Americans can't remember how we got “here from there” in general, how could
we remember the actions of a President who betrayed his own people to foreign competitors, even if that
President was impeached and disbarred?
I won't—not today—try to tally the continuing economic damage done by the Clintons or their benefactors
and successors, but I will ask you to pay special attention next time a politician, economist, or similar
nincompoop tries to use words like “global economy” and “level playing field” and “jobs creation.”
If our trusted nincompoops don't—or pretend not to—understand where America came from, Americans are
in real trouble.
Come to think of it: Americans are in real trouble.
We used to live in the most prosperous country in the history of the world. What happened?
What's happening?
How did we get here from there?
And most of all:
How do we get the answers in four and a half minutes or less?
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”

351.
Pantywaists, Links
July 18, 2012
Listen to what Obama and Romney and their camp followers say about each other. Why don't they attack—
try to divide and conquer—our real enemies with the same energy, the same language?
What does this say about us, that we elect pantywaists—divisive pantywaists—to do our fighting for us?
That we'll trade our votes, our children's futures, for their noisy displays of strength?
That we're so entertained by Americans attacking Americans?
What does this say about us . . . Americans?
—
Unrelated but not:
“Portugal Decriminalized All Drugs Eleven Years Ago And The Results Are Staggering”
www.businessinsider.com/portugal-drug-policy-decriminalization-works-2012-7
“Wall Street banks step up oil trade role”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/96c4dd5e-ce70-11e1-9fa7-00144feabdc0.html#axzz20y8jcqNn
“Banks in Collusion with the Fed Shamelessly Spike Up Price of Oil/Gasoline”
www.huffingtonpost.com/raymond-j-learsy/the-banks-in-collusion-wi_b_1681685.html

352.
Live, Breathe, and Vote Your Pocketbook
July 19, 2012
Whether your subculture's unemployment rate is 4% or 40%, we might agree—after stepping outside our
little bubbles, eyes open—that the American economy is not in the best shape. What some still-comfortable
folks don't want to accept is: the storm is headed their way.
An economy is a living, breathing thing composed of other living, breathing things. Some are economically
productive; some are not. But for any to reap, many must sow. We cannot keep transferring and reallocating
the stored harvests of years past—not without replenishing. We must plant new crops.
We must create new wealth. If you're not sure how this is done, if you haven't seen
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
Today could be your lucky day. Please consider sharing your good fortune by sharing this e-mail.
Now, turning to some articles from the still-comfortable, economically unproductive folks at The New York
Times:
“Foreclosure Rates Surge For Older Americans”
www.nytimes.com/2012/07/19/us/foreclosure-rates-surge-for-older-americans-aarp-says.html
•

My 2 cents: This is terribly sad, but if older Americans don't use their wisdom and life experience to
teach younger Americans the importance of tending their own economy, homelessness will be among
the least of any American's troubles.

“Economic Fears Hurting Obama, Poll Indicates”
www.nytimes.com/2012/07/19/us/politics/poll-shows-economic-fears-undercutting-obama-support.html
•

My 2 cents: More empty diversion from the election industry. Americans would vote their
pocketbooks, but how?* The multinational money people controlling Obama, Romney, and The New
York Times are spending $ billions to prevent this. If there are no longer any meaningful differences
in American politics or media, it is because their agendas are no longer American.

“China's Economy: Apocalypse Soon?”
http://rendezvous.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/07/09/watching-the-china-stress-index-its-rising
•

My 2 cents: Believe the current propaganda at your own risk. More likely, China's biggest problem
is American and European customers broke from surrendering their money—and wealth-producing

—
*Vote your pocketbook:

353.
Wall Street Journal (Again) Shows Its True Colors; Running
Low on White and Blue
July 21, 2012
Usually, I ignore News Corporation's globalist agenda which—by definition—requires them to spread lies.
We can't expect Australian billionaire Rupert Murdoch or his Chinese wife to worry much about the
American middle-class economy, nor should we be surprised to learn that the biggest recipient of News
Corporation (The Wall Street Journal, Fox News) campaign money has been Barack Obama.
Recently, however, The Wall Street Journal ran a story too inadvertently revealing to ignore.
First, I'll call your attention to this clear-eyed insight from Todd Lipscomb at MadeInUSAForever:
•

Public sentiment (outcry) can make a difference. Ralph Lauren and the U.S. Olympic Committee
initially tried to defend their positions, but quickly realized they were untenable. Within hours, both
folded and announced that future uniforms will be made here. When “We the People” shine a light
on something, things can really change! Ralph Lauren, who often wraps himself in the colors of a
patriot, must have been aghast to see the huge reaction to his naked greed.

It appears Ralph Lauren was not the only greedy guy aghast. WSJ—along with the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, another gang of globalizing greedy guys—scrambled, desperately, to keep “We the People” from
shining any more lights:
“Does It Matter China Made The U.S. Olympic Uniforms?”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444873204577535500555059484.html
Most readers will quickly recognize the dishonesty here—barely worthy of the CCP's Propaganda
Department, but funny nonetheless.
Some of my favorites:
•
•

•

WSJ: Reid and Boehner should have said: “Small potatoes. Call us back after we've fixed the deficit,
the economy, Iran, and our real problems with China.”
Me: So these “big potatoes” aren't directly related to America's loss of manufacturing? We wouldn't
even need to rationalize a war industry if we made our own goods.
WSJ: “Populism gets votes. It also distracts from tackling the big China issues that actually matter to
U.S. business: protection of intellectual-property rights, market access, forced transfer of U.S.
technology to China, and the ability of China's state-owned enterprises to crush competitors.”

•

Me: Populism can derail Wall Street. Populism can inspire Americans to boycott Chinese goods
beyond Olympic uniforms. Note that WSJ’s “big China issues” are not issues of “U.S. business” as
WSJ claims, but issues of the multinationals and offshore producers WSJ serves.

•

WSJ: “Castigating foreigners during election cycles and economic downturns is familiar sport in
America. Bill Clinton famously campaigned against the ‘butchers of Beijing’ when he ran for
president. But once elected he championed China's entry into the World Trade Organization.”
Me: Wall Street Journal, you're making this way too easy. In the first decade of China's WTO
membership, the U.S. lost 56,000 factories and $5.6 trillion in trade deficits, our deficit with China
more than tripled, and China's GDP more than quadrupled. Never forget the “[ . . . ] of Arkansas”
accepted $ millions in campaign contributions from the “butchers of Beijing.”

•

•
•

WSJ: “The Chinese are really good at producing low-cost uniforms, the U.S. is really good at
innovative technology and advanced manufacturing—which would you rather be?”
Me: The American economy needs all these things—from steel mills to uniforms to microchips—for
prosperity and security. If we're so good at innovative technology and advanced manufacturing, why
have we sent these to China, too?

Cracks clearly on display, WSJ fear and weakness are impossible to deny. Still, the most outrageous feature
of editor John Bussey's article might be his reliance on the San Francisco Fed's “Made in China” report to
trivialize American losses to The Wall Street Journal’s globalist agenda. Bussey tries to make us believe
that less than 2% of Americans' personal-consumption expenditures go to China.
Would someone please send John Bussey a copy of my article from August 22, 2011?
The “Made In China” Content of the Federal Reserve—A Rebuttal
Abbreviated versions were published on:
www.AmericanManufacturing.org
http://americanmanufacturing.org/blog/guest-column-deceptive-made-china-statistics-federal-reserve
and
www.TradeReform.org
www.tradereform.org/2011/08/guest-column-deceptive-made-in-china-statistics-from-the-federal-reserve
My longtime readers will remember I showed how, according to the Fed's own report, Americans spend on
Chinese goods more than twice what we spend on motor vehicles, more than what we spend on food, and
almost half of what we spend on housing.
Hardly trivial. Thankfully, my longtime readers have become immune to News Corporation and Federal
Reserve disinformation.

354.
Whining In Our Own Best Interests: $37 Trillions’ Worth
July 23, 2012
We're informed the world's super-rich now have $32 trillion in offshore tax havens, while American
corporations are sitting on $5 trillion.
Excellent news. There's plenty of money in the world and its owners like to store it in US$—the world's
reserve currency.
Now what—after we agree to protect our reserve currency status?
We can complain to our politicians and media—but don't these formidable powers (and their formidable
weapons) represent the super-rich? Don't they always—regardless of formidable rhetoric—behave as if their
interests are somehow different from yours and mine?
Aren't they the foxes we pay to guard the hen house?
And we're not stupid enough to bite the hen that feeds us—are we?
Obviously, it's time to reexamine some fundamental human flaws. If we can get past the childishness that
got us into this mess, we can get our hands on $37 trillion—money we desperately need—before our global
competitors do.
Just so we're clear: I do not believe the U.S. government has a responsibility to collude with foreign
governments to keep their taxes high.
Most Americans are too busy whining about “fairness” to notice their elected officials are sending American
dollars offshore and signing free trade agreements with notorious tax havens like Panama.
It's time to start whining in our own interests. If our elected officials don't act on my suggestions, our global
competitors will.
Personal income tax should be completely eliminated. It is obsolete and counterproductive. A progressive
tax on consumption—progressive, with exemptions—can reduce our individual tax burden and increase
government revenue.
Corporate income tax should be completely eliminated. In truth, no corporation has ever paid income tax.
When a corporation is taxed, it passes this expense along to you and me in the form of higher prices on
goods and services. Corporations are, in this sense, government-mandated tax collectors. When a politician
advocates higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating higher personal taxes in disguise.
Further, from my candidacy speech:

“Our politically motivated tax policies have chased too many formerly American corporations—and their
money, and our jobs—overseas. We need them to come home. We need each other. And we need the
trillions of dollars they’re currently holding offshore, thanks to the lack of common sense in Washington.
We should allow these corporations to bring their trillions into the United States with no tax liability
whatsoever, providing—and this is not negotiable—that the money be used here in the United States. The
benefit to our economy, to our children, would be much greater than any relatively small gains realized by
what we call a ‘corporate’ income tax.”

355.
Leadership, Churchill & Putin
July 24, 2012
Discussing leadership can be as unsatisfying as leadership itself. We'll agree there's a shortage of real
leaders, though followers seem to be in fair supply. Maybe we should remove the ideal from its pedestal and
define leadership by the presence of followers.
Then we'd be stuck with leaders who lead us to bad places and leaders who piggyback on other leaders,
invariably deceased.
No, I think we should stand firm and insist on the real thing. Leaders can't be in short supply, not with over
300 million people in this country.
Maybe this is the problem.
I remember an English professor warning: not everyone has the right to an opinion. Every opinion, in his
opinion, should be as well-founded as any legal or medical opinion—or we've no right to call it an opinion.
But this was back in the 1970s, before the Internet redefined intelligence.
For your enjoyment and consideration:
“What Would Winston Do?”
www.reutersmagazine.com/churchill
•

The world is in crisis-mode because political leaders refuse to lead, and “think” with their poll
numbers. We could look to the heavens for a miracle. Or we could look to Winston Churchill.

“Would Putin Make a Better President than Obama?”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/07/20/would-putin-make-a-better-president-than-obama
•

Putin is a right-of-center nationalist who's not particularly ideological, confrontational, or
unreasonable. He's bent over backwards to accommodate the U.S. on everything from nuclear
disarmament to the War on Terror. But Putin wants to be a partner on global issues, particularly
security issues, and the U.S. doesn't want partners. The U.S. wants lackeys and puppets who will
follow orders. That's why The New York Times and others in the moron media are ganging up on
him. Because—in Washington's eyes—if you're not a lackey, you're the enemy. It's that simple.

356.
Look Into a Child’s Eyes and Tell Her Why You Look the
Other Way
July 26, 2012
Last night, I had dinner with some friends, ages five and six. Today, I'm finding it particularly impossible to
accept doing nothing—practically: nothing—to defend ourselves. I wish our children, all children, could see
what's happening and ask:
“Why?”
Why have we given up? Why have we abandoned our children?
Can we look in their eyes and tell them we're looking the other way—for them?
That we encourage a culture of corruption—for them? That we're surrendering our economy to foreign
competitors—for them? That we vote for crooks and liars—for them?
That we submit to media mind control—for them?
Artificially induced ignorance might be the overlooked reason our species seems to defy biology.
People enjoy graphs, so I thought you might enjoy this graph from Media Reform Information Center:

Currently, half a dozen corporate media giants—Time Warner, Walt Disney, Viacom, News Corporation,
CBS, and NBC—control the rest, along with 90% of what you see, hear . . . and think.

Now, The New York Times says they're all censored by politicians:
www.nytimes.com/2012/07/16/us/politics/latest-word-on-the-campaign-trail-i-take-it-back.html
It gets worse—nearly incestuous, if not quite conspiratorial. Media watchdog FAIR reports:
“Media corporations share members of the board of directors with a variety of other large corporations,
including banks, investment companies, oil companies, health care and pharmaceutical companies, and
technology companies. This list shows board interlocks for the following major media interests:”
Go ahead. Take a look:
www.fair.org/index.php?page=2870
Good grief, are they all in it together?
Yes.
Now do right by our children—as if their comfort was at stake, not just yours.

357.
Doctor, it hurts when I do this.
July 28, 2012
If everyone contributed even a tiny bit more than they destroyed, the world would be a perfect place.
Am I asking too much? All right, then:
If everyone simply cleaned up their own messes, the world would be a perfect place.
But that's as far as I'll bend. Reasonable enough?
All right, then. Our task—as Americans—is simple:
Don't try to make things better. Just don't make them worse.
Avoid—stop, already!—the following activities, all proven to make things worse:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by purchasing their goods
and services.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by investing in their
governments and multinational corporations.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by doing business with
multinational banks.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by voting for their puppets
in American politics: Democrat, Libertarian, or Republican.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by absorbing their media:
TV, radio, computer, Internet, billboard, film, or print.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by exposing children—
anyone’s children—to their media.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by allowing them to divide
us, pitting Americans against Americans.
Supporting our global competitors and adversaries, at America's expense, by feeling voiceless,
powerless, humorless. . .

—
. . . or nothing. Feeling nothing. . . .

358.
Remembering Your First Driver’s License and What It
Meant
July 30, 2012
Remember how you felt in the months before you got your first driver's license? That license meant one
thing: freedom. You were almost, almost there—right on the verge—and, so far, you'd spent your whole life
wishing you were older.
Some of our greatest thinkers missed the driver's-license experience but, nonetheless, were people who
began life as children, so they understood that freedom is a basic human need, if not a basic need for all
living creatures.
Some have said that “freedom” means “the freedom to pursue happiness.”
I'm sure this sounds familiar. In most contexts, the pursuit of happiness is impossible to exaggerate.
Historically, the pursuit of happiness is often connected to material wealth; so, instead of “freedom,” we can
often usefully substitute:
“Money.”
Now, you don't need me to tell you how people (rightly) associate money with freedom—or how that driver's
license meant more when you had a few bucks in your pocket. But I would like to point out that money can
sometimes be a little too symbolic. Sometimes it helps to skip the euphemisms and get right down to what
money means.
Our “system”—you can define this however you like—is not just taking your money. Our “system” is
stripping you of fundamental humanity: your freedom.
Have you ever noticed that our laws punish criminals by incrementally revoking their freedom? Our courts
don't sentence people to beatings and amputations. Depending on the crime, we'll fine, imprison, or
execute—loss of freedom by degrees.
Unless, of course, you're one of the gangsters currently running this country, in which case you're allowed to
accumulate freedom (in cash) and you're not expected to relinquish freedom (by cash, jail, or firing squad)—
all courtesy of everyone else's freedom.
When I hear people fighting over the Second Amendment, I sometimes wonder if they're not missing the
most important point. From the Founders' context and perspective, the right to keep and bear even nuclear
arms would have made some sense—anything so Americans could protect themselves from tyrannical
government. In any case, the Founders knew American citizens would continue to grow in both education
and virtue.

Oh, well. The Founders never counted on television, much less nuclear weapons.
But I'm sure they did count on human experience and practical wisdom, like this from Scotland's 1320
Declaration of Arbroath:
“It is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor honours that we are fighting, but for freedom—for that alone,
which no honest man gives up but with life itself.”
We moderns, as well, can find inspiration and guidance in dusty old documents. If the Scots do, in fact, start
issuing their own currency, they should print the Declaration of Arbroath on the face of every banknote.
And on the back of every driver's license.

359.
Tuesday’s Child. . . .
July 31, 2012
I love this quote from Martin Luther:
“Superstition, idolatry, and hypocrisy have ample wages, but truth goes a-begging.”
Maybe “love” isn't exactly the right word.* (Scroll way down.)
A random original I thought useful enough to stand alone, not part of a larger essay:
“People are conditioned to believe that wealth is created by banks, financial markets, and government—
never realizing that these agents merely take and transfer the wealth originally created by productive human
labor. Wealth transferrers are, to a considerable extent, parasites and thieves. We need to start seeing them
this way.”
An article I thought you'd enjoy:
“The Ballot or the Bullet”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/10605-the-ballot-or-the-bullet
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

A nation that can't turn out more than 40% of its voters in a midterm election, or more than 60% in a
Presidential election, is a nation with no right to complain about anything.
Decisions are made by voters who show up, and when voters do not show up, the void is filled with
low men who poison the process with money and greed, low men who make their living convincing
Americans that voting is a waste of time.
America's decline tracks step-for-step with the decline in voter participation. With every passing
election, more and more of our tax dollars are disbursed by "lesser lights" to warfare and to
giveaways for the few who have purchased the entire system in our absence.
An 80% - 90% turnout in back-to-back elections, one midterm and one general, would be
transformative.
All the money spent to discourage you from participating, all the money spent trashing the other guy,
all the money spent to keep you from the voting booth—all would be swept aside like a puff of
smoke in a gale.
You may not get the results you're looking for, but you'll know you live in a country whose fate is
decided by the people, not by manipulation and lethargy.
Thoreau might have argued for non-participation in a broken system, but a system broken by nonparticipation calls for a different remedy.

—
*More accurately, I “understand” the Luther quote. Please see:

“Donating Money by PayPal, WePay, or Personal Check”

360.
Excellent Quotation, Pretty Good Comments
August 1, 2012
“It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends on his not understanding it.”
— Upton Sinclair
And so it goes. Our society is run, our opinions are shaped, by people whose job qualifications include
willful ignorance.
(Though, as I write this, I'm not so sure the word “willful” is necessary.)
Have you ever suspected that some of our experts/leaders/intellectuals are afraid to say anything useful—that
if they actually solved a problem, they might find themselves out of work? That they're more interested—
financially—in perpetuating and exploiting, not solving?
Some advice:
Always question the advice you get from people who are making money in today's economic climate.
There's a good chance they prefer the weather just the way it is.
Of course, they might be victims of their own narrow experience. More than twice, I've wondered how
many of our experts/leaders/intellectuals have ever done an honest day's work.
Not that there's anything technically dishonest about being paid for your knowledge, but what if your
knowledge is not knowledge?
Two words: Larry Summers.
Two more: Barack Obama. Two more: Mitt Romney. Two more: Paul Krugman.
And so on, and so on. You get the point. But why put Paul Krugman in the line-up?
To my mind, Krugman exemplifies the public intellectual who could have been helpful but sold out to the
forces he pretends to resist. I can remember when he shunned publicity, when he rejected politics, when he
made some good non-partisan sense.
I used to love quoting him:
“By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we
could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending.” (The New
York Times, 12/22/08)

Apparently, the “science” of economics has changed since 12/22/08.
Of course, we all know the media makes more money with bad news, but how many of us stop to realize it's
in their best interest—that is, their short-term financial interest—to prove that Upton Sinclair knew exactly
what he was talking about?

361.
22.9% Unemployment in a Nation of Liars
August 3, 2012
Ugh. When I think of what we could be happily! doing instead of wasting so much time—wasting so much
everything—on lies. . . .
We've become a nation of liars. Americans weren't always so full of ****—not on average. If we were
always this full of ****, we never would have become what we once were.
Now we're a nation of liars and we're paying the price.
I'm afraid I must again deliver the U.S. government's unemployment report juxtaposed with some truth.
How disturbing that our own employees—politicians and bureaucrats supported by taxpayers—earn their
bread by feeding us ****. We would never tolerate this from a physician—yet physicians affect our wellbeing less, far less, than do politicians and bureaucrats.
It appears we've been depending on “inferiors”—putting it mildly—to safeguard our lives, our civilization,
our children's future. And now we're paying the price.
Don't think, not for a minute, that these “inferiors” are necessarily stupid. Consider, for example, today's
subject of unemployment. If our government supplied us with accurate information, we (“the People”) might
find some reason to get involved, maybe even take charge. But who controls our government these days?
Big money: corporate and private, mostly multinational. Why would any of them want to improve our
employment situation? They'd much rather enjoy higher profits, lower payrolls, and greater control over
workers. Their positions on immigration policy only reinforce my argument.
If the multinationals who control America's two-party politicians wanted to reduce America's
unemployment, they could do it today.
Today, instead, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported:
U-3 unemployment: 8.3%—up from 8.2% in June.
U-6 unemployment: 15.0%—up from 14.9% in June.
The Shadow Government Statistics reality check:
SGS unemployment: 22.9%—up from 22.8% in June.
ShadowStats.com figures include America's long-term (more than one year) unemployed and discouraged—
people legislated out of existence in 1994 by the Clinton administration.

Which reminds me: I'd wanted to propose a standard of integrity for American politicians.
This will have to wait. In the meantime, I hope Bill Clinton doesn't mind being the last stop on today's
“Nation of Liars” tour.

362.
Money Trails You Might Not Have Considered
August 6, 2012
A couple of “money trails” you might not have considered—as such:
The money trail from Prosperity to Stability to Financial Stress to Instability to Violence
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stable people do not shoot their neighbors. Stable governments do not allocate 25% of their budgets
to a permanent war industry.
The way to decrease violence overall is to increase overall prosperity.
Prosperity is increased by real economic activity: manufacturing, agriculture, natural resources.
To decrease violence, we must support the real American economy.
Buy American-made goods—unless you want the U.S. to become even more violent.
A nation’s standard of living must be supported by a standard of productivity.

The money trail between Humanity and Hypocrisy
•
•
•
•
•
•

When people believe in something, they support it.
Without honest support, there is no honest belief.
Too many Americans make too little effort to support their country.
Some are hypocrites who talk a good game; but when no one’s watching, they buy products from
America’s competitors and adversaries.
These traitors—yes, economic traitors—knowingly betray their country, their friends, and their
families.
They betray themselves, too. Whether miserly/cheap, selfish/greedy, or childish/fearful, they lose in
the long run by neglecting their own gardens, ultimately becoming victims of their own folly.

363.
You Can’t Say That!
August 7, 2012
Predictably, I heard from the oh-so politically correct this morning. Whenever people gasp and say “You
can't say that!” they usually mean “You can't tell the truth!”
Yeah, that's real good advice. Makes me wonder what they're hiding. Makes me want to ask how many
politically correct people it takes to change a light bulb. Two answers come to mind:
1. That's not funny.
2. The light bulb will never get changed.
I think we're ready to change some light bulbs. Two ideas come to mind:
Protect the U.S. economy. Why would we not protect our economy? A government's job is to protect its
people. Every successful economy in the world is protectionist: China, Japan, Korea, Germany—even the
U.S. when the U.S. was successful. (See those guys on Mount Rushmore? All protectionists.) Have you
noticed that the people/countries who complain most loudly about others' protectionism are themselves most
protectionist? Have you noticed that their agents—for example, the globalist media who've redefined
“protectionism” as something filthy—make money by promoting lopsided deals between well-run, wellprotected foreign economies and the undefended, free-for-the-looting United States? Why is it our job to
make other countries rich? And at our expense?
Tariff foreign goods. Again: why not? Tariffs are simple and effective. Tariffs built this country. Tariffs
were long our government's main source of income, our economy's main pillar of security. Today, more than
150 of our trading partners, including the world's successful economies, impose tariffs on U.S.-produced
goods to protect their own citizens—as well they should. You might not know about these tariffs because
the globalist media have succeeded in making “tariff” a dirty word, too, but our trading partners' VATs are
designed to function as tariffs. Over the short course of American history, We the People have built the
world's largest consumer economy. American policies should benefit Americans first. We've earned this
much. If foreign countries want to play, they should have to pay.
To be continued. . . .

364.
June Trade: “. . . dollar never seen again.”
August 9, 2012
June 2012 trade figures were released today:
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Now boasts the U.S. Census Bureau:
“The Nation’s international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $42.9 billion in June from $48.0
billion in May (revised), as exports increased and imports decreased.”
Good news? Not so fast. June's trade figures are largely the result of oil imports falling $7.78 per barrel, the
biggest drop in more than three years.
Take a look at what happened with the PRC/CCP/PLA. Our June goods deficit with China was $1.4 billion
worse than May's. Chinese imports—“primarily apparel, computers, and cell phones and other household
goods”—increased yet another billion to $35.9 billion.
Over 46% of our entire goods deficit—including oil—was with one country.
That is, if you want to call our adversaries—the People's Republic of China, Chinese Communist Party, and
People's Liberation Army—a “country.”
Some “trade relationship” we have with these people. We send them $35.9 billion; they send us $8.5
billion. We send them four dollars; they send us ninety-five cents. We send them quality goods; they've
trained us to take their defects, counterfeits, and their poison. Chinese business supports the Chinese
Communist Party—and so do we.
In our so-hyped “global” economy, how much of what we send to foreign oil producers and Chinese
manufacturers actually comes back to purchase American-made goods?
You're exactly right.
“Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.”

365.
Yes, I’m happy with the way my campaign is going.
August 10, 2012
As you might imagine, I get this question a lot.
Things are going well, thank you—better than I expected.
No, you haven’t seen me on TV—but how would this be good for our country, necessarily? I'm not trying to
be famous, and our democracy is too complex for sound bites.
I'll stop here and simply ask you to send a copy of Fear-Fallen Children to everyone you know. The more
people read my ideas, the faster we'll get to where we all want to be.

366.
Rigged Elections, Paul Ryan, Class Antipathy and SelfDestruction
August 11, 2012
Barack Obama's domestic economy has apparently become a thorn for the multinational money people who
put him in both the Senate and the White House. (It's worth noting that these are the same multinational
money people who pay for both sides of our two-party system.) Keeping their lapdog Obama—along with
lapdogs Bernanke, Geithner, even some Clintons—in positions of ostensible power should be easy enough:
choreograph a “Main Street vs. Wall Street” showdown between two hand-selected Wall Street candidates,
one preaching populist rhetoric, the other the hand-selected loser.
True, I suppose: an economy can get so bad that its victims will believe almost anything. Just a few days
ago, I was told the only thing wrong with our economy is lazy welfare recipients. Mitt Romney will
force them to get jobs—this is the only economic plan he needs. Romney will make America great again,
and the remaining unemployed will be less repulsive to American taxpayers.
Today, Mitt Romney—who says “free” trade is so good for America, we need more of it—announced his
choice of running mates: Paul Ryan, yet another “free” trade proponent from a wealthy family.
Today, I'll say only this about Ryan: he proves my theory. The multinational money people who pay for our
politics want Obama in the White House for another four years, but the Main Street economy is making
Obama look so bad, and vice versa, that Mitt Romney is growing as a lesser-of-evils possibility—or so it is
feared. The prospect of Paul Ryan serves to set things right. The multinational money people could live
with Ryan—this much is obvious—but right now his job is to further enfeeble the GOP ticket and ensure
Obama's victory.
Still in all, the most troubling issue here might be our obsession with class—hatred and warfare—and our
resulting self-destruction.
To be sure, most politicians—including the aforementioned Obama, Romney, and Ryan—are wealthy
hypocrites who game the system.
I'm running out of time in this wi-fi cafe, so I'll sign off with a couple of questions:
Why should any American citizen have any reason to game our system?
Whose interests do we really serve when we alienate our wealthy citizens?
Until next time. . . .
—

Free trade means our lives are decided by corporations—multinational corporations. There is nothing
conservative, nothing liberal, nothing free about this.

367.
Don’t Forget the Biggest Fraud in History
August 12, 2012
LIBOR should be the biggest, most outrageous scandal in history. For your own sake, please don't let the
plutocrats make it “disappear.”
This simple video from The Real News Network will help explain how LIBOR prosecution can benefit us
average American citizens:
“LIBOR Rate-Fixing Scandal Sets Off Investigations, Lawsuits Against Big Banks”
•

“Cities around the country, from Baltimore to Oakland, are taking legal action against the banks
responsible for suppressing the London interbank offered rate, LIBOR. And some 75% of major
cities involved in LIBOR-tied interest rate swaps stand to reclaim taxpayer losses in addition to
LIBOR-backed mortgage holders who lost money on the rate's manipulation.”

More videos from The Real News Network's LIBOR series can be found here:
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=33&Itemid=74&jumival=891
LIBOR might not be as “interesting” as today's headlines, but it might be more important.

368.
They're Laughing At Us—All The Way To The Bank
August 13, 2012
For cryin' out loud, they're laughing at us—laughing—all the way to the bank.
In one suitably short sentence, I can explain the differences between Obama/Biden and Romney/Ryan:
None.
Of course, the multinational money people—the Wall Street plutocrats—will be spending another $ billion to
convince us otherwise.
No surprise here. They own the media. They own all four candidates.
Welcome to The Corporatocracy—Corporate Democracy—where every vote is a vote for corporate interests,
whether we realize it or not.
(Where no corporate crime goes unrewarded. . . .)
Yes, our country has been in trouble before. But in the old days, which really weren't that long ago,
America's financial and corporate elites were American.
Now they're not. Now . . . well, let's just call them “multinationals.”
Their goal (again, no surprise) is profit through something they call “free” trade—a legal if reprehensible
way for multinationals to subvert American productive capacity and deplete American wealth while
destroying American jobs.*
In this corporatocracy of multinationals, anyone aspiring to U.S. public office must first pledge allegiance to
free trade—as have Obama, Biden, Romney, and Ryan.
When the multinational money people—the Wall Street plutocrats—are confident in a candidate's
commitment to free trade, they can install the candidate in the White House or another of their subsidiaries.
Campaigns, elections, and media coverage are merely formalities, though profitable for the multinationals'
election industry.
Guidelines are simple:
The more attention a candidate can divert from America's real problems—unemployment,
deindustrialization, military spending, expanding poverty—to fictitious-economic and social-wedge issues,
the better.

Democrats must demonstrate the ability to appear different, somehow, from their Republican opponents—
and vice versa.
Informed discussions about free trade and America's real economy are strictly forbidden.
Candidates are expected to enforce the two-party system and instruct voters that a vote for anyone other than
the official Democrat or Republican is wasted.
Candidates should avoid the words “Wall Street-vetted-and-funded free trader” when describing the
aforementioned Democrats and Republicans.
Have fun and don't forget whose multinational money put you in office!
—
*Or: “Free trade means our lives are decided by corporations—multinational corporations. There is nothing
conservative, nothing liberal, nothing free about this.”

369.
Wealthy People and Corporations?
August 14, 2012
Thinking back on all the rich jerks I've ever known, I can't remember one who wanted other people to be
poor. Quite the opposite: they've wanted other people to be just as rich. In my experience, rich jerks have
done a lot more than non-rich non-jerks to help their fellow citizens.
No wealthy person of my acquaintance has ever been power-obsessed, maniacal, or preoccupied with world
domination. They've been remarkably uninterested in politics. They are, however, interested in their
money. Knowing that the poor can be interested in the same money can effectively compel the wealthy to
politics.
I wouldn't say the wealthy understand money, exactly, any better than the poor—no more than a certified
mechanic can understand what's wrong with an engine that's running just fine. The people who really
understand money are the people who've really thought about it—typically in its absence. There's not much
reason to think about things when they're running just fine.
It's been a long time since things ran just fine for most Americans, but we don't seem to getting any closer to
understanding why not. It's possible our “leaders” don't want us to understand. It's also possible our
country's decisions are being made by people who haven't really thought about things. They haven't
experienced much discomfort, if any, and they've got the politics arranged to their satisfaction. If they're
afraid of anything at all, they're afraid of the greedy unwashed masses.
I'm sure it must change a wealthy person or corporation to spend so much time protecting what's theirs.
Maybe we poor jerks created the rich jerks. Anyway, it seems pretty clear that We the People don't protect
our interests so much as we engage in the mass hysteria of working against them.
Last Saturday, I asked:
“Whose interests do we really serve when we alienate our wealthy citizens?”
Have you noticed, in light of recent events, how easily we're provoked into alienating our wealthy citizens?

370.
“One From the Vault”
August 15, 2012
Written on September 11, 2001 by Alexander Cockburn and Jeffrey St. Clair:
“Sept. 11, 2001: Who Saw It Coming?”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/08/10/sept-11-2001-who-saw-it-coming

371.
Social Security Needs More Stopping Power
August 15, 2012
Give me a break.
The Social Security Administration has posted this “Request for Quote for Ammunition” SSA-RFQ-121851:
www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=6c39a2a9f00a10187a1432388a3301e5&tab=core&_cv
iew=0
They want to order 174,000 rounds of .357 Magnum 125-grain bonded hollow points for delivery to 41
locations.
The Social Security Administration.
Are you feeling manipulated yet?

372.
Cutting Through a Variety of Manures
August 16, 2012
While most of the world's economies are hanging by a thread, China is sitting on more than $3 Trillion in
foreign currency reserves—which they got, substantially, from dimwits like you and me. Through the
rhetoric of “free trade,” our economy—from personal savings to industrial capacity—took a fast boat to
China.
Of course, China is not the only dirt-poor country with which Americans are eagerly trading places, but
when almost half of our total goods deficit is with one country, it can be enlightening—and sobering—to
substitute the name of that country for the term “free trade.”
One wonders if “free trade” might make more sense—purely in theory and its rhetoric, mind you—between
countries with similar values and living standards. Imagine: we could trade, just trade, without all these silly
free trade “agreements.”
Maybe it's me who's being silly. Why in the name of “free trade” would American corporations lobby to
shut down American production, and therefore the American economy, so they could move to countries
where things cost pretty much the same?
Oh, well. Maybe the words “free trade” are best used in their current nonsensical way. “Free” sounds so . . .
American—and everything we stand for. “Free” escapes the historical reality that “free trade” had nothing at
all to do with building our country. “Free” might even help distinguish us from those nasty protectionist
economies so busily hanging us out to dry.
Which brings me back to the Chinese. What are they doing with all that money?
(Here, I'm saying “Chinese” rather than “China” in effort to start holding people accountable for their
governments.)
Think about the influence—the “soft power”—a country could buy with a few trillion dollars.
It's no secret that the Democrat and Republican parties are heavily funded by multinationals engaged in “free
trade” with China. With this in mind, we can expect to hear a lot more comments like today's from Paul
Ryan:
“Free trade is a powerful tool for peace and prosperity.”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/election-2012/post/paul-ryan-china-is-treating-obama-like-adoormat/2012/08/16/030577f0-e7b0-11e1-a3d2-2a05679928ef_blog.html
What might sound good to some advertises Ryan's ignorance and dishonesty to others. In the same speech,
he complained of China:

“They manipulate their currency.”
Let the record show—in fact, it already does—that Ryan could have done something about this but opted to
join the small minority (348 - 79) voting against the Currency Reform for Fair Trade Act.
Enough about Ryan. Obama, Biden, Romney, and Ryan are all multinational puppets. When we hear them
talk about “free trade,” we'll do well to substitute the word “China.”
Another current example of China's media and political influence is the peddling of their economic
difficulties. China seems to have taken some lessons from the Japanese, whose “Lost Decade” propaganda
has kept them safe from sympathetic foreign trade negotiators. (Japan is another of those successful
economies highly averse to free trade and foreign manufacturers.) Everybody seems to be talking about
China's economic problems these days—feeling sorry for the Chinese, of course, and consequently lowering
their guards. Meanwhile, we're on pace to shatter last year's record for all-time worst trade deficit with a
single country.
Alan Tonelson of USBIC has posted an interesting factual (finally!) analysis of China's purported economic
woes:
“The Facts Keep Undercutting Claims of China's Manufacturing Demise”
http://americaneconomicalert.org/blogger_home.asp?Prod_ID=37#5677
•

•

The media have been enthusiastically reporting that China’s manufacturing is collapsing due to wage
and currency increases, rather than spotlighting a vastly more important reality: U.S. government data
tracking the actual prices of Chinese goods sold in America have been showing nothing of the kind.
The “end of Chinese exports” story has been endorsed by Obama. Understandably, Presidents can set
journalistic agendas and dominate new cycles, but I hope at least a few reporters and pundits pay
attention to this morning’s figures, which yet again strongly undercut the rosy message being spread
by the White House and some manufacturing cheerleaders.

Enjoy. I think Tonelson is on to something. As I wrote on 7/19:
•

Believe the current propaganda at your own risk. More likely, China's biggest problem is American
and European customers broke from surrendering their money—and wealth-producing tools, it
should be noted—to China. Vote your pocketbook.

Chances are your pocketbook and the two-party system are not on very good terms.

373.
China says When, Israel says How High
August 18, 2012
SOS:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Three days into the campaign, Paul Ryan met with casino billionaire Sheldon Adelson.
Adelson promised up to $100 million to put Romney and Ryan in the White House.
Much of Adelson's money comes from casino operations in China.
Here's a good story:
When China’s bid for the Olympics was threatened by a U.S. House resolution opposing China's
human rights abuse, Sheldon Adelson phoned majority whip Tom DeLay and told him to block the
resolution.
DeLay complied and promised the bill would never see the light of day.
Next morning, Chinese vice premier Qian Qichen thanked Adelson and promised to reciprocate with
an endless supply of gamblers—whose money, one presumes, will be funding an endless supply of
politicians.
Note also that the Jewish Telegraphic Agency calls Adelson “perhaps the biggest single American
donor to pro-Israel causes.”

China tells our politicians when to jump. Israel tells them how high.
Democrats, Republicans—the same.
Are you OK with this?
—
Some current resources:
“Scrutiny for Casino Mogul's Frontman in China”
www.nytimes.com/2012/08/14/us/politics/sheldon-adelsons-dealings-in-china-are-under-investigation.html
“In Thrall to Sheldon Adelson”
www.nytimes.com/2012/08/17/opinion/in-thrall-to-sheldon-adelson.html
“VP hopeful Ryan meets with Adelson”
www.jta.org/news/article/2012/08/15/3104131/ryan-meets-with-adelson
“Paul Ryan's Faux Populism”

http://robertreich.org/post/29638134341

374.
Every Debt is Somebody’s Asset
August 20, 2012
“A society, a nation, either works or it doesn't. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody's children.”
A lot of people claim our society doesn't work, but then how many of these people bother to vote, much less
actually invest—time and money—in their own political lives?
(Some people think our society is working just fine.)
I think our society, our nation, will work for everybody's children when we get a grip on our
interdependence.
America's current economic troubles are simply not necessary. We're suffering only because others profit by
it.
Every debt is somebody's asset.
The people who actually run this country could fix our economy tomorrow. Problem is, they don't see
anything that needs fixing. We might, however—and they know this—which is why they use electronic
media to attenuate our political energy, if not our will to survive.
Can we blame them, when we'd likely counter their behavior with more of our own? We don't seem to have
gotten it through our thick heads that in a global economy, the time-honored antipathies—left and right, rich
and poor, business and labor, freedom and statism—don't mean what they used to.
These days, if you don't like a particular something about a particular country, you can get up and leave. If
you're not wealthy enough to leave, you're not wealthy enough to matter. Thus—ignorance of Americans'
interdependence—are sown the seeds of plutocracy.
You might remember I've recommended eliminating both personal and corporate income taxes. Recognizing
our interdependence will recognize the wisdom of this—and how every American would benefit.
Understanding and appreciating our common American lot can help protect us from those trying to divide
and conquer our nation: from the multinational puppets in our two-party/one-pocket system to the global
“trading partners” who would just as soon kill us as look at us.

375.
Foreign Debt vs. Trade Deficits; Politicians vs. Gibbets
August 21, 2012
In June 2012, the U.S. Government set another all-time record. Foreign debt is now $5.29 trillion.
(1 trillion = 1 million x 1 million)
www.treasury.gov/resource-center/data-chart-center/tic/Documents/mfh.txt
Note the ranking of our top 3 debtholders. Together, they account for $2.54 trillion—or 48% of the total.
1. China
2. Japan
3. Oil Exporters*
Now take a look at the trade report for June 2012:
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Note the ranking of our top 3 goods deficits. Together, they account for $41.29 billion—or 72% of the total.
1. China
2. Oil Exporters*
3. Japan
Can't we do any better than politicians who trade our productive economy for foreign loans?
Democrat or Republican—makes no difference. This has been going on for decades.
In just the 10 years from January 2001 - December 2010, our trade deficit was $5.6 trillion—more than our
current foreign debt.
Here's an idea:
What about not giving our money away in the first damned place?
These politicians are idiots.
OK, maybe they're evil geniuses. In any case:
•
•
•

They're killing us.
They're killing our country.
They're killing our children.

And they must be stopped.
Here's another idea:
Hang them. Hang them for the traitors they are.
They'll get the message and we'll get our country back.
—
*Oil Exporters: Ecuador, Venezuela, Indonesia, Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Gabon, Libya, and Nigeria. In June, they contributed $7.92 billion to our
goods deficit.

376.
What Makes These Frauds Possible?
August 23, 2012
“A man dies when he refuses to take a stand for that which is true.” *
If this kind of talk makes you uncomfortable, you might still look at the currently popular blog post:
“Bankster Fraud Has Driven 100 Million Into Poverty, Killing Many”
www.zerohedge.com/contributed/2012-08-12/bankster-fraud-has-driven-100-million-poverty-killing-many
I will take issue, though, with its focus on banksters. Why blame banksters and not the government we pay
to protect us from banksters?
Political fraud, committed by politicians we've freely elected to office, is the underlying problem. Political
fraud makes bank fraud possible.
And what makes political fraud possible?
It's almost 1960s-quaint to say we're refusing to take a stand. We're so much more disconnected and
dehumanized now, I'm afraid our problems are more sanity- than character-related. It can be difficult to take
a stand for “that which is true” when we can't recognize it.
How did we get so crazy?
Apt word, crazy, and difficult to cover in one or two sentences. But think about all the times you were a
child and some authority figure “corrected” you into believing you didn't see what you thought you saw, hear
what you thought you heard, feel what you thought you felt, or suffer what you thought you suffered.
They were authority figures, so there must have been something wrong with you—right?
—
* . . . but if a man has not discovered something that he will die for, he isn’t fit to live.
Deep down in our non-violent creed is the conviction that there are some things so dear, some things so
precious, some things so eternally true that they're worth dying for. And if a man happens to be 36 years old
as I happen to be, and some great truth stands before the door of his life—some great opportunity to stand up
for that which is right and that which is just—and he refuses to stand up because he wants to live a little
longer and he’s afraid his home will get bombed—or he's afraid that he will lose his job, or he's afraid that he
will get shot or beat down by state troopers—he may go on and live until he's 80. But he's just as dead at 36
as he would be at 80 and the cessation of breathing in his life is merely the belated announcement of an
earlier death of the spirit.

He died.
A man dies when he refuses to stand up for that which is right. A man dies when he refuses to stand up for
justice. A man dies when he refuses to take a stand for that which is true.
So we're going to stand up right here amid horses. We're going to stand up right here in Alabama amid the
billy clubs. We're going to stand up right here in Alabama amid police dogs if they have them. We're going
to stand up amid tear gas. We're going to stand up amid anything that they can muster up, letting the world
know that we are determined to be free.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Selma, Alabama
March 8, 1965

377.
Wall Street and the Spiraling Cost of Food
August 24, 2012
“How Goldman Sachs Created the Food Crisis”
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/04/27/how_goldman_sachs_created_the_food_crisis
•
•
•

Don't blame American appetites, rising oil prices, or genetically modified crops for rising food
prices.
Wall Street's at fault for the spiraling cost of food.
The effects have been staggering: 250 million people joined the ranks of the hungry in 2008, bringing
the total of the world's “food insecure” to 1 billion—a number never seen before.

Rising prices? Spiraling costs?
But our government says inflation is only 1.4%.
What does Barack Obama's biggest 2008 corporate contributor have to do with any of this?
Would things be different with Romney in the White House?

378.
Fingleton on the Phone
August 24, 2012
Eamonn Fingleton rarely disappoints. I think you'll enjoy this eye-opener from his Forbes blog:
“Unraveling the Cellphone Industry's Biggest Mystery”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/08/24/unraveling-the-cellphone-industrys-biggest-mystery
•

“Remember that the Japanese system is heavily focused on jobs. Its central objective—achieved
through a variety of hidden and overt government policies—is to capture as many of the world's most
productive and sustainable manufacturing jobs as possible.”

Write your Congressmen:
House: http://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
Senate: www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm

379.
Washington Can Learn From Iceland
August 25, 2012
For your “What Recovery?” file:
Changes in Household Income During the Economic Recovery: June 2009 to June 2012

Source: www.sentierresearch.com
—
Meanwhile, in a real country populated by real countrymen. . . .
Iceland's Recovery Continues, Declared “Impressive”
www.icenews.is/index.php/2012/08/22/icelands-recovery-continues-declared-impressive
•
•
•

Unlike the U.S. and several countries in the eurozone, Iceland allowed its banking system to fail in
the global economic downturn. Iceland put the burden on creditors rather than taxpayers.
Iceland's government made drastic cuts reducing the fiscal deficit from 14% to 2% of GDP.
Unemployment in Iceland is now less than 5%.

IMF Says Iceland-Style Bailouts Hold Lessons In Crisis Times
www.businessweek.com/news/2012-08-12/imf-says-bailouts-iceland-style-hold-lessons-for-crisis-nations

•

•
•

Iceland's decision to push losses onto bondholders instead of taxpayers, and safeguard a welfare
system that shielded the unemployed from penury, helped propel the nation from collapse to
recovery.
Iceland refused to protect creditors in its banks.
Iceland's decision to shield itself from capital outflow by restricting currency movements allowed the
government to ward off speculators and cauterize the economic hemorrhaging. This allowed
authorities to focus on supporting households and businesses.

Even the globalist gobbledygook in Bloomberg's article is fascinating:
•

IMF mission chief Daria V. Zakharova says Iceland's growth “is driven by private consumption,
investment has picked up strongly and even though, when you look at net exports, those have a
negative contribution to growth, it is mainly because imports have been strong, reflecting strong
consumption and an increase in income and the healthy expectations of households. Still, exports
have been increasing very strongly. Last year was a banner year for tourism. These are all really
positive things.”

Funny how IMF mission chief Zakharova doesn't say anything about Iceland's trade surplus and 4.4%
unemployment.
www.statice.is
I'm sure Iceland's homogeneity frustrates the globalists.
It's not easy to strip an Icelander of his national identity, divide and conquer Icelandic society, or flout the
country's immigration laws.
Iceland is a real country populated by real countrymen.
The U.S. could be, again, too.

380.
Rare MLK Video Clip
August 26, 2012
I found a decent video of the MLK speech I quoted on Thursday:
“King Speaks on Selma”
www.budgetfilms.com/clip/18650
I wish I could tell you a lot of people wrote and asked me for a video, but nobody did. I just think you need
to see it. Earlier this evening, I split a candy bar with a homeless black guy who lives out of a milk crate and
he agreed with me.
—
[transcript]

381.
After a while . . . we start shooting at one another.
August 26, 2012
NBC Chicago reported “7 Dead, 24 Wounded in Weekend Chicago Shootings” at 11:37 this morning, and
the weekend wasn't over yet.
As you know, Chicago-my-hometown's political machine supplied the current White House gangsters. The
GOP, openly funded by Chinese gambling money, is offering to replace them with a pair even weaker than
McCain-Palin—because Obama-Biden 2012 is weaker than Obama-Biden 2008 and the GOP has to lose
again.
The two-party system means the rich get richer and the poor get poorer.
Forget all the media chatter for a moment. Does anyone honestly believe we wouldn't be happier—and
therefore less inclined to shoot at one another—if we were wealthier, simply wealthier? If America meant
abundance and opportunity for all?
(I'd use the word “hope” but I'm afraid its meaning has changed.)
But about the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer. Mostly, rich people are the ones engaged in
politics. Have you noticed that these rich people—no matter whether Democrat or Republican—like to help
the poor stay poor by supporting their competitors?
It's difficult to imagine the CEO of Burger King telling people to eat at McDonald's, even if McDonald's
costs less. Sooner or later, Burger King would go out of business.
Yet everyday, American politicians—people who've paid a lot of money, somehow, for the right to manage
our country's business affairs—encourage American voters to support America's competitors.
For a while, we're happy because a lot of foreign-made products cost less.
After a while—after American opportunity is replaced by stress—we start shooting at one another.

382.
If you can’t hang an American politician today. . . .
August 27, 2012
Today's richness of embarrassments:
“U.S. Arms Sales Make Up Most of Global Market”
www.nytimes.com/2012/08/27/world/middleeast/us-foreign-arms-sales-reach-66-3-billion-in-2011.html
•
•

Weapons sales tripled in 2011 to a record high.
Increasing tensions with Iran drove a set of Persian Gulf nations—Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates, Oman—to purchase American weapons at record levels.

Nothing about Israel here. . . .
In my speech on defense, I said:
•

“Most Americans don't know that, since the end of the Second World War, their empire has been in
the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial complex that President—
General—Eisenhower warned us about.”

You'll appreciate Eamonn Fingleton's observation in “American Decline: More Wishful Thinking from the
Naysayers”:
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/07/30/american-decline-more-wishful-thinking-from-thenaysayers
•

“In effect America's strategy is to borrow from China to defend the world against China. History has
rarely known a greater absurdity.”

In any event, it seems the best way for a politician to end his, um, “career” is to threaten defense spending,
even if “defense” and “spending” are practically unrelated.
Harry from today's Mr. Fish might agree:
www.clowncrack.com/2012/08/27/head

Finally, here's one for your “US and A: Greatest Country in the World” scrapbook:
“The Global Innovation Index 2012”
www.globalinnovationindex.org/gii
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overall, the U.S. now ranks #10—right behind Ireland
In Creative Intangibles, the U.S. is now #84
In Creative Goods & Services, #27
Online Creativity: #20
Human Capital & Research: #22
Market Sophistication: #2
Credit: #2
Video Uploads on YouTube: #2
Political Environment: #29
Political Stability: #52
Press Freedom: #41

You get the picture. So much for the U.S. supplying the ingenuity while the Third World supplies the
sweat.
For the record, Manufacturing & Technology News notes that in 2007, the Global Innovation Index ranked
the U.S. #1 overall—“in a league of its own.”
We need to get some of our self-respect back.
If you can't hang an American politician today, at least buy something American made.

383.
High-Tax Big Government vs. Low-Tax Small Government
August 28, 2012
“The truth is high-tax, big-government countries like Sweden, Germany, and China are doing well
economically and so are small-government, low-tax economies like Singapore, Hong Kong, and
Switzerland.”
•
•
•
•
•

When asked, Democrats can no more describe exactly how these new jobs will come about, or from
whence they shall arise, than Republicans can say the same for the slashing of spending and taxes.
The fallacy here is the exclusive focus on macroeconomic elements and policies as the major drivers
of growth and employment.
Countries that make being competitive a high national priority, and develop structural policies for
ensuring their presence in key industries—rather than taking job creation on faith—tend to do well.
Those with a more high-faith approach, like the United States and Britain, tend not to do as well.
The great shame of the U.S. presidential election so far is that neither party is focusing on the main
game: real jobs for real people.

From “Ryan's faith-based economics”
By Clyde V. Prestowitz in Foreign Policy:
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/08/13/ryans_faith_based_economics

384.
Food Stamps, Job Losses, Ways Out
August 28, 2012
Number of Americans on food stamps: 46.49 million
www.fns.usda.gov/pd/34SNAPmonthly.htm
Number of American jobs lost to the U.S.-China trade deficit since China joined the WTO: 2.74 million
www.epi.org/publication/bp345-china-growing-trade-deficit-cost
As I said in my candidacy speech:
“The Wall Street and Washington boys got it wrong, and most of them still don't quite get that a nation's
standard of living must be supported by a standard of productivity.”
However:
“The power is ours to reclaim and redeem. We can rebuild our productive economy as easily as we created
our global competitors and adversaries. Trying to justify our previous actions will only diminish us in the
eyes of our children and grandchildren, so let’s offer the apology of better citizenship and know that
someday, they’ll forgive us for having made a few mistakes.”
Have you noticed how many Obama and Romney fans care more about themselves than they care about their
children?
Or their country?

385.
Which Major Candidate Does China Prefer?
August 29, 2012
If you haven't seen last Friday's mailing, “Fingleton on the Phone,” you're missing a popular one. Japanese
cell phones are spectacular. Why aren't they sold here in the U.S.? And what does this have to do with you,
personally?
Today: another article from Fingleton—an Irishman living in Japan who's honestly a better American than
almost any “patriot” I've ever met.
Eamonn and I might differ on the degree to which Obama and Romney differ—or the degree to which
Romney stands a snowball's chance—but he makes some excellent points worth reading.
“After all,” as Eamonn says, “few things bother American voters more this year than the rise of China.”
“Beijing's Big Fat Judas Kiss for Barack Obama”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/08/29/romney-vs-obama-is-this-chinas-dirtiest-trick
•
•
•

By painting Obama as softer than Romney, China Daily has built up Romney as the man all selfrespecting American patriots should vote for.
It is a deliberate interference in American politics that is well calculated to make a difference.
Romney is actually committed to opening the American market even further to Chinese imports.

The number of self-described “Independent” voters rejecting the two-party system is at a 75-year high. This
really says something. When Independents start voting for Independents—Independence, for you nostalgia
fans—it'll really, really say something.

386.
We’re Not That Easy To Gull
August 30, 2012
Today's news—left to right—is much about Paul Ryan's dishonest speech. Well, that's political
entertainment for you. The GOP is trying to lose and the multi-billion-dollar election industry is pretending
not to notice. Scripts are revised to exploit small changes in voter skepticism.
Have you ever wondered what would become of Fox News or talk radio—specifically, their incomes—
without Barack Obama?
You can bet they have—which is why News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street Journal) has
contributed more to Barack Obama than to any candidate, ever.
It's one thing for a corporation to define itself by its competitors.
It's quite another for private citizens to jump on corporate-culture bandwagons and define themselves by
what they fear.
In the end, we hate ourselves and we stop voting.
In the end—I won't say “the bad guys win,” but—democracy loses.

387.
“Level the Playing Field”—What a Stupid Expression
August 31, 2012
Some interesting articles here. What they secretly address—if between the lines in my mind—is the damage
globalization has done to our formerly prosperous country.
“Leveling the playing field” does not raise Third World citizens to our level; rather, it takes us down to theirs
as we surrender our accumulated wealth, our ability to create new wealth, and our personal freedom to the
real beneficiaries of globalization: the world's financial elites. For practical purposes, a “level playing field”
benefits only these elites—though I'm sure they're sincerely grateful not only for the extra income, but for the
ease with which they can relocate, globally, and for the warm welcomes they receive outside the U.S.
When a Democrat or Republican offers to tilt the playing field in America's favor and reform his own party
in economic nationalism, he might be worth a listen. Even then, voters are reminded to watch the money
trail connecting America's two-party/one-pocket system to the world's financial elites.
The following articles do not necessarily reflect my personal views. For some of these, please see (and share
with Democrats and Republicans) the attached PDF or “Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Platform in Brief”:
Imagine a country where the citizens became their own special interest group. . . .
“Wall Street's War Against the Cities: Why Bondholders Can't—and Shouldn't—Be Paid”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/08/wall-streets-war-against-the-cities-why-bondholders-cant-and-shouldntbe-paid.html
•

Whatever the tax collector relinquishes tends to be capitalized into mortgage loans. And by leaving
more rent available to be paid as interest, cutting property taxes obliges home buyers to go deeper
into debt. Lower property taxes thus mean higher housing prices—on credit, because a home or other
real estate is worth whatever a bank will lend to new buyers. So by capitalizing the after-tax rental
value into a flow of interest, bankers end up with the rent—and hence, with the property tax cuts.
That is what a free market means today: income created by public-sector investment, “freed” to be
paid to banks as interest rather than to be recaptured by government.

“Majority of New Jobs Pay Low Wages, Study Finds”
www.nytimes.com/2012/08/31/business/majority-of-new-jobs-pay-low-wages-study-finds.html
•
•

Lower-wage occupations, with median hourly wages of $7.69 to $13.83, account for 21% of jobs lost
and 58% of jobs gained in recent years.
“I really can’t bear it anymore,” says a former $75,000-per-year supply manager, noting that her
applications to places like PetSmart and Target have gone unanswered. “From every standpoint—my

independence, my sense of purposefulness, my self-esteem, my life planning—this is just not what I
was planning.”
This is not what any of us non-globalizing non-elites were planning.
Let's plan something else.

388.
Welcome to Socialism for the Upper Classes
September 1, 2012
Granted, it can be boring and we're burnt out on the subject, but we ignore this climate of financial fraud at
our own peril. Obama is still happily helping his Wall Street sponsors to dismember our real economy;
Romney—just in case—would be just as happy.
It seems the practical lessons of Economic Crisis 2008 are more about what to do than what not to do.
So brace yourself for another round of quantitative easing: boosting asset prices to make the rich richer,
boosting living expenses to make the poor poorer, stimulating offshore manufacturers to make the rich richer
and the poor poorer, and getting the President a few more votes in a purported effort to reduce
unemployment—all the while Bernanke and his unprincipled ilk know very darned well they lost control of
the U.S. economy with globalization. They can stimulate themselves now, themselves and their global
puppet masters—this is about all. For them, this is enough.
Remember when Lehman Brothers collapsed and triggered a run on the Reserve Primary fund that broke the
buck? So do the world's financial elites. Odd how most taxpayers don't, especially when you consider the
world's financial elites would not be quite so financial or quite so elite without our tax money—and
ignorance.
Welcome to socialism for the upper classes. Brace yourself again.
“The financial system rests on quicksand”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/826e5056-f120-11e1-a553-00144feabdc0.html#axzz25EWHNKbj
•

•
•
•

If anything is calculated to cause despair about the prospects of making the financial system safer, it
is the failure of the Securities and Exchange Commission to tame the $2.6 trillion U.S. money market
fund industry.
SEC commissioners have shown themselves to be fatally susceptible to industry lobbying.
The old-fashioned bank run, with depositors lining up outside banks to withdraw cash, has been
updated to corporate treasurers wiring money from money market funds at any hint of trouble.
The structure of the funds makes them especially prone to a run.

No problem. In fact, it's a plan. Why do things the right way when you can count on taxpayer-funded
bailouts?
This is why big business loves big government.
But when I hear the words “too big to fail,” one operation always comes to mind: yours and mine.
The United States of America is not too big to fail.

389.
Garbage Adds Up
September 2, 2012
“The fact that Romney's biggest backer [Sheldon Adelson] is a casino owner is enough of an indignity. That
Adelson depends on mainland China for the gamblers who pack his gaming halls is a devastating comment
on Romney's judgment. It is also a devastating comment on how fast the United States is changing.” —
Eamonn Fingleton in Forbes
Nominal Democrats willing to re-enable their disappointing incumbent might enjoy “The Soul Suckers of
Endless Compromise” by Tom Wright:
www.counterpunch.org/2012/08/31/the-soul-suckers-of-endless-compromise
Has it really come to this: 99 44/100% pure evil vs. 99 45/100% pure evil?
If so, it's because 96% of Americans never invest one single minute of their time—much less one single
penny—in their own country's political management.
Spare me the “I can't make a difference” garbage. Most of you recycle garbage, for God's sake. Why, when
the garbage you produce means nothing in the grand scheme of garbage?
Because garbage adds up. Everything adds up. And we have responsibilities.
There's no way a handful of plutocrats can stand up to a bigger handful of responsible citizens.
Election Day is November 6. Nothing important will necessarily happen on Election Day.
What's important happens today and every day through 2012 and 2016 and beyond—until we get this job
done and we're out of danger.
If we fail, people we love will die.
If they're lucky.

390.
Attn: Fans of the Two-Fiesta System
September 2, 2012
Never fear a candidate. Fear the party not providing an alternative.

391.
The Same Old Stuff: 2012 and 130 Years Ago
September 4, 2012
“The function of leadership is to produce more leaders, not more followers.”
— Ralph Nader. Yep, I thought you'd connect with this one.
These too, from the “Haven't we been here before?” archives of practical American experience—direct from
William McKinley's April 6, 1882 House speech in support of protective tariffs, condemning free trade:
•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

While [the principle of protection] is not taught generally in our colleges, and our young men fresh
from universities join with the free-trade thought of the country, practical business and every-day
experience later teach them that there are other sources of knowledge besides books, that
demonstration is better than theory, and that actual results outweigh an idle philosophy. But, while it
is not favored in the colleges, it is taught in the school of experience, in the workshop, where honest
men perform an honest day's labor, and where capital seeks the development of National wealth.
The fundamental argument for protection is its benefits to labor. That it enables the manufacturer to
pay more and better wages than are paid to like labor and services anywhere else will not be
disputed. There is not a branch of labor in the United States that does not receive higher rewards than
in any other country. Our laborers are not only the best paid, clothed, and educated in the world, but
they have more comforts, more independence, more of them live in houses that they own, more of
them have money in savings institutions, and are better contented, than their rivals anywhere else.
I have never seen better stated anywhere that “free trade will simply reduce the wages of labor to the
foreign standard.”
Fully seven eighths of the deposits in [textile manufacturing Lowell, MA] savings banks are the laidby earnings of the wage laborers. In Lawrence, with a population of 40,000, grown up wholly out of
manufacturing and now supported by it, we find a like result.
Manchester, England, corresponds with these two cities in its occupations more nearly than any
other. [Manchester is] three and a half times as large as Lowell and Lawrence combined, and [has]
less than one half the amount of deposits in its savings institutions.
The stability of our institutions rests upon the contentment and intelligence of all our people, and
these can only be possessed by maintaining the dignity of labor and securing to it its just rewards.
Twenty years of protection have given us a good credit, have given us a good currency, an
overflowing Treasury, and universal prosperity.
Each nation must legislate for its own, study its own interests, take care of its own industries and its
own people. When this is done, American statesmen have discharged their highest duty, and can
safely leave to other nations the duty of legislating for themselves. England's boasted free trade is
England's protection and profit if she could induce the world to enter upon the same policy.
With all her boasted professions and her invitation to the world to accept her theory of universal
brotherhood, Great Britain has not free trade within her own borders and in her own possessions.
Ten years ago, the balance of trade was against [our] country, but now the exports are thirty-one per
cent over imports.
Taxation has been reduced from thirteen and a half per cent of income in 1870 to nine and a quarter
per cent in 1880.

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

The reduction of the principal of our public debt since 1870, and up to March, 1882, has averaged
$116,560.22 per day, including Sundays and holidays.
Who has demanded a tariff for revenue only, such as is advocated by our friends on the other side?
England wants it, demands it—not for our good, but hers; for she is more anxious to maintain her old
position of supremacy than she is to promote the interests and welfare of the people of this Republic,
and a great party in this country voices her interests. Our tariffs interfere with her profits. They keep
at home what she wants. We are independent of her; not she of us. She would have America the
feeder of Great Britain, or, as Lord Sheffield put it, she would be “the monopoly of our consumption
and the carriage of our produce.” She would manufacture for us, and permit us to raise wheat and
corn for her. We are satisfied to do the latter, but unwilling to concede to her the monopoly of the
former.
The effect of protection upon the price of products to the American consumer has often been stated,
and can be illustrated by taking any of the protected articles which are manufactured in the United
States.
There is no department of manufacture in this country which has received protection sufficient to
encourage capital to embark in it and enable it to compete successfully with foreigners for the trade
of the United States, but has resulted in the falling of prices to the consumer.
Our first duty is to our own citizens. Free trade may be suitable to Great Britain and its peculiar
social and political structure, but it has no place in this Republic, where classes are unknown, and
where caste has long since been banished; where equality is the rule; where labor is dignified and
honorable; where education and improvement are the individual striving of every citizen, no matter
what may be the accident of his birth or the poverty of his early surroundings. Here the mechanic of
to-day is the manufacturer of a few years hence. Under such conditions, free trade can have no
abiding place here. We are doing very well; no other nation has done better, or makes a better
showing in the world's balance-sheet. We ought to be satisfied with the progress thus far made, and
contented with our outlook for the future. We know what we have done and what we can do under
the policy of protection.
Shall we reverse the policy which has rewarded us with such magnificent results? Shall we abandon
the policy which, pursued for twenty years, has produced such unparalleled growth and prosperity?

Hey, Mr. McKinley
Why didn't you run?
See that man a-comin' with a Johnson forty-one
From Buffalo to Washington

392.
Official U.S. Wages; The Wages of Partisanship
September 5, 2012
Social Security Administration
“Distribution of wage earners by level of net compensation 2010”
(2011 statistics will be released in October 2012)
www.ssa.gov/cgi-bin/netcomp.cgi?year=2010
•
•
•
•
•

93% earned less than $100,000.00
66% earned less than $ 39,959.30
50% earned less than $ 26,363.55
25% earned less than $ 10,000.00
16% earned less than $ 5,000.00

Can you imagine the 1930s-style soup lines if we didn't have food stamps?
Out of sight, out of mind.
Can you imagine war without censors, cowards, and drones?
“First Black President Can't Help Blacks Stem Wealth Drop”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-05/first-black-president-can-t-help-blacks-stem-wealth-drop.html
•
•
•
•
•
•

The black unemployment rate is almost twice the rate for whites; and the racial gap, narrowing from
2005 - 2009, has widened since June 2009.
Over the past three years, black household median income has fallen 11.1%, while white household
median income has fallen 5.2%.
From 2004 - 2010, black families' median net worth fell more than 33%, while white families' median
net worth fell 20%.
In 2009, the typical white family had a net worth of $113,149.00, compared with $5,677.00 for
blacks—a 20-to-1 ratio and more than twice the pre-crisis gap.
“We may have lost more property in [the 2008 crisis] than we did in slavery,” says NC NAACP
president William Barber.
Obama captured 95% of the black vote in 2008. Republicans acknowledge Obama will capture at
least 90% of the black vote in 2012.

Wait a minute.
Obama is black?

How can you tell?
What about Romney?

393.
Consequences? What Consequences?
September 7, 2012
Republicans warn of dire consequences if. . . .
Democrats warn of dire consequences if. . . .
I think they're both right, if completely useless because they never say what those dire consequences might
be. Apparently, the consequences are too dire for ambitious politicians to articulate in public.
But still, how did we all think this story was going to end? We know—we've always known—that a country
has to produce and sell things to stay in business, but we haven't managed a trade surplus since 1975.
Instead, we've watched the inevitable results of free trade and globalization: our American standard of living
sinking to meet the global standard.
Sinking? Nearly 50% of the wage-earning American workforce now earns less than $25,000 per year.
The global standard? Nearly 50% of the world's population lives on less than $2 per day.
The dire consequences? Death, of course. Poverty, suffering, and death. Why pretend otherwise or that
we're immune?
Oh, come on. You didn't really think some foreign manufacturer was going to give you a job, did you?
Maybe with a corner office? As a reward for everything you've given them? And maybe they'd keep giving
you those low-low prices when they didn't have to anymore?
Americans who preach globalization are either extremely wealthy and anti-American or they don't have the
foggiest notion what “$2 per day” means and what the rest of the globe looks like.
Now if the grown-ups will please leave the room, the rest of this is for you kids.
Kids, if you want to be happy right now, listen to the grown-up types who give everybody a gold star.
If you want to be happy in ten or fifty years, listen to me or someone like me—someone who respects you
enough to tell you the damned truth (and throw in a harmless cuss word every once in a while to make you
laugh).
A lot of you are at a disadvantage, being raised by grown-ups who were raised by TV.
Here's how it went:

The lucky ones were also exposed to books—and to the superiority of human intelligence before television,
sometimes hundreds or thousands of years before television. Still, TV in the old days could have been a lot
worse. The medium, the shows, and the sponsors were American—and this is saying something.
Fast forward to the World Wide Web:
Recently, a university administrator told me, “I almost hate to say this because I have kids in college, but
young people, college students, just can't think anymore. You and I were taught how to get from A to B in
our heads. Now these kids press buttons. They Google something and they think they're geniuses.”
No, I am not setting up some unidentified university administrator to take the heat for my ideas. Fact is, I
agree with him. My experience with modern students and education overwhelmingly supports his. I'll take
it a step further: if networked hard drives are replacing human memory, human creativity is becoming
extinct.
Think about it. What are we but creative beings and the memories of our experience?
Of course, there are plenty of exceptions to what I'm about to say, but generally speaking:
Young Americans are dumb as dirt and destined to be just as poor.
American grown-ups, I think, are not so dumb as they just don't have any class at all. My generation's—the
Baby Boomers'—gifts to posterity are boorish self-interest and the inability to sacrifice for the greater good,
not even when it includes our children. Television raised us to believe that we, ourselves, comprise our own
greater good.
I think you know what your generation has to do—and the consequences you'll suffer if you don't clean up
the mess my generation dumped on you.
On behalf of my generation, I apologize.

The new unemployment figures—modified, likely, to celebrate this election year—will be released later this
morning.
Until then. . . .

394.
Today’s Misleading Unemployment Report
September 7, 2012
Oh, boy. Well, we saw this coming and today's report should justify another fleecing by the Fed. Our
politicians could actually do something about the economy if they wanted to, but they won't change a thing
until they're afraid of us. Right now, they only listen to—and “stimulate”—their multinational sponsors.
I ask you: whose fault is this?
August 2012 Unemployment
“Official U-3 Unemployment Rate”
•

8.1%—down from 8.3% in July

“Unemployment Rate—Full-Time Workers”
•

8.6%—down from 8.7% in July

“Official U-6 Unemployment Rate”
•

14.7%—down from 15% in July

“SGS Unemployment Rate”
•
•
•

22.8%—down from 22.9% in July
Shadow Government Statistics includes our long-term unemployed and discouraged in its
calculations
ShadowStats cautions: “Month-to-month comparisons of the various unemployment rates are
meaningless due to deliberate inconsistencies in BLS reporting.”

“Unemployed”
•

250,000 fewer people were unemployed in August

“Civilian Employment”
•

119,000 fewer people were employed in August

“Civilian Labor Force”
•

368,000 people left the workforce in August

“Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate”
•
•

63.5%—down from 63.7% in July
This is the worst since September 1981—31 years ago

Note:
•
•

Number of jobs lost by “Manufacturing”: 15,000
Number of jobs added by “Food services and drinking places”: 28,300

References:
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/categories/12
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-468-august-employment-and-unemployment-m3

395.
Aren’t “People” Supposed To Be Our Greatest Natural
Resource?
September 8, 2012
Aren't “people” supposed to be our greatest natural resource?
Patriotic Industrialists should be seeing unprecedented opportunity in America's unemployment: tens of
millions of American arms and legs, just aching to be put to work—even more when you count the underemployed aching for better work.
A little cooperation from our politicians to protect the domestic investment and we'd be in tall cotton.
Oh-oh.
It's easy to see the impediment here, and where most of us submit to leg irons. Understandably, the
multinationals who currently control our politicians want U.S. unemployment high and U.S. wages low.
Our politicians do as they're told—yet another opportunity for Patriotic Industrialists and Industrious
Patriots.
Oh, quit your bellyaching and Citizens United baloney. Most of us, all we do is whine and make excuses.
Literally more than 96% of Americans never invest—invest—one single minute or one single penny in their
own politics. Nothing. But they still love to tell everyone else in their victims' demographic that “you get
what you pay for.”
I think “Citizens United” should communicate something that unites citizens, like:
•
•
•
•

“Citizens United for United Citizens”
“Citizens United Against Trade Deficits”
“American Citizens United in Support of American Children”
“Citizens of the Western Hemisphere United Against Eastern Hemispherical Domination”

And so on. . . .
Anyway, they're your politicians, your employees and public servants. Tell them what to do.
It's your country. Take it. Take it anywhere you want to go.
But mostly:
It's your life. Live it.
Nobody will do it for you.

396.
What Will “They” Do With “Us”?
September 9, 2012
The Nature of the Beast:
“Barclays makes £500m betting on food crisis: outrage as bank revealed to be major speculator while
millions face starvation”
www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/barclays-makes-500m-betting-on-food-crisis-8100011.html
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barclays is one of the three biggest global players, along with U.S. banking giants Goldman Sachs
and Morgan Stanley.
Trading giant Glencore was recently attacked for describing the global food crisis as a “good”
business opportunity.
Big investors betting on food prices are transforming food into a financial asset.
This activity risks fueling a speculative bubble and contributing to hunger and poverty for millions of
the world's poorest people.
Banks and hedge funds typically argue that “no definitive link” between speculation and food prices
has been proved.
Barclays Capital analysts admitted in February that speculation did push up prices.

My book Fear-Fallen Children is (partly) subtitled “America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth
Transfer and Surrender.”
A question:
After all the wealth is transferred, what will “they” do with “us”?

397.
—or be happy taking orders from China, Israel, and their
two-party system.
September 10, 2012
More reasons why we should start doing some of our own thinking—this, or be happy taking orders from
China, Israel, and their two-party system.
“US love affair with Israel masks a real history of mistrust”
Francis Perrin, head of the CEA when France was helping Israel to build a nuclear bomb, said it was really
“aimed against the Americans.”
www.jkcook.net/Articles3/0595.htm
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

It is possibly the greatest of American political myths, repeated ad nauseam by presidential
candidates in their election campaigns.
Obama has claimed that the U.S. enjoys a special bond with Israel, unlike our relations with any other
country, “anchored by our common interests and deeply held values.”
Mitt Romney has argued there is not “an inch of difference between ourselves and our ally Israel.”
Politicians may express admiration of Israel and hand over billions of dollars in aid, but the U.S.
security establishment has—at least in private—always regarded Israel as an untrustworthy partner.
Israel has not been included in the coterie of countries with which Washington shares sensitive
intelligence.
The members of the “Five Eyes” group—U.S., Britain, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand—
promised not to spy on each other. Were Israel a member, it would have regularly flouted this
condition.
A former intelligence official told the AP in July that after September 11, Israel ranked lower than
Libya in a Bush administration list of countries helping to fight terrorism.
Why all the talk of a “special bond”? Part of the answer lies in the formidable tactics of the proIsrael lobby in Washington.
Last week, the Democratic national convention approved an amended policy designating Jerusalem
as Israel's capital, opposing international law and the vocal wishes of delegates.
Francis Perrin, head of the French atomic agency in the 1950s and 1960s when France was helping
Israel to develop a nuclear weapon, observed that Israel's bomb was really “aimed against the
Americans.”
Israel knew that once it possessed the only nuclear arsenal in the Middle East, the U.S. would rarely
stand in its way, however much Israel's policies ran counter to U.S. interests.
For this reason, if no other, Israel is determined to stop any rival, including Iran, from getting a
nuclear weapon that would end Israel's monopoly.

See also:
“We are the biggest problem in the Middle East” [FFC #264]

398.
How American Taxpayers Are Funding China’s Growth
September 10, 2012
New today:
“How America's Hapless Taxpayers Are Funding China's Growth”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/09/10/how-americas-hapless-taxpayers-are-funding-chinasgrowth
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

What are Obama and Romney going to do about the World Bank?
Over the years, the bank's policies have become increasingly controversial.
Recently retired World Bank president Robert Zoellick, nominated by the Bush Administration in
2007, stood idly by as the bank increasingly bizarrely staked a mercantilist China to hollow out the
United States.
Where has the money been coming from?
The World Bank borrows much of its money from the United States, which in turn borrows
massively from China.
Chinese money is round-tripping—and, given that the World Bank lends to China on concessionary
terms, American taxpayers are picking up the tab to subsidize the rise of their mercantilist rival.
The World Bank has done nothing to pressure the Chinese to honor their commitments to open their
markets.
The World Bank has been financing the Chinese Export-Import Bank, the main purpose of which is
to hollow out manufacturing industries in the U.S. and other Western nations.
The World Bank has advanced $15 billion to help build China's aerospace industry—a large dagger
aimed at the heart of Boeing, Lockheed, General Dynamics, and other American aerospace
companies.
The U.S. cannot afford to be laid-back about this. Aerospace is the only American industry not
already completely gutted.
To appreciate the full absurdity of World Bank behavior, look at the two nations' overall aggregates:
a current account deficit of $600 billion for the U.S. versus a current account surplus of $281 billion
for China.

Eamonn Fingleton concludes by asking the reader:
“Why is the largest debtor nation in history—which is, of course, the United States—exporting capital to the
largest creditor nation, China?”
I'll conclude by asking the reader:
What in God's name are you waiting for?

399.
New all-time records for the all-time worst (and deadliest)
September 11, 2012
In this economy? People, what the hell? Have we lost our survival instinct—our will to live?
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services, July 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
•
•
•
•
•
•

The trade deficit got even worse: $42 billion.
July imports of services were the highest on record: $37.2 billion.
Our goods deficit with China was $29.4 billion—another new all-time record for the all-time worst in
the all-time history of this planet.
Our goods deficit with China was 41.8% of our total goods deficit, including oil.
The $2-billion jump in Chinese imports was “primarily cell phones and other household goods; toys,
games, and sporting goods; apparel; and footwear.”
Our goods deficit with the EU increased 43% to $12 billion as exports fell by $2.7 billion and
imports—“primarily passenger cars, petroleum products, and gem diamonds”—increased by $0.8
billion.

“Ulterior plans in the giant's hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood. / And all we received for a moment
of greed was paid for with our children's blood.” — Dollar to the Giant

400.
Just as dangerous, we're finally beginning to see, as nuclear
war.
September 12, 2012
Do you still have a job? Do your friends still have jobs? Is everyone OK?
How long do you figure this will last?
A country survives by producing and selling. This is why trade balances are so important—and why
President Kennedy said the two things he feared most in life were nuclear war and trade deficits.
Our country has seen nothing but trade deficits for 37 years.
Just since 2000, more than $6 trillion in American assets/property have been transferred to foreign ownership
by our trade/stupidity.
To China alone, through our trade deficits alone, we're surrendering American assets/property at the rate of
$1 billion per day.
Here on Main Street, where the average unemployment rate is 22.8% and things are definitely not OK:
More than 46 million Americans are on food stamps.
No, they're not all lazy bums scamming the system.
The median U.S. wage is now $26,353.55 with 25% earning less than $10,000 per year.
The minimum wage would have to increase 45%—from $7.25 to $10.50—to equal the 1968 minimum wage.
Just this morning, from the U.S. Census Bureau:
“Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2011”
www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p60-243.pdf
•
•
•
•
•

46.2 million Americans now live in poverty
Poverty for a family of 4: $23,021 or less
2011 real median household income was 8.1% lower than 2007
23.6% of young adults 25 - 34 are additional adults in someone else's household
Of these young adults, 43.7% have incomes below the poverty threshold for a single person under 65

How long do you figure this can last?

Do we need any more reasons to stop buying foreign-made products and start buying American-made
products?
A country survives by producing and selling. If American politicians were funded by Americans instead of
multinationals, trade deficits would frighten Obama and Romney as much as they did President Kennedy.
Here on Main Street, trade deficits are just as dangerous as they ever were.
Just as dangerous, we're finally beginning to see, as nuclear war.

401.
1% Tail, 99% Dog
September 14, 2012
Today, my Facebook address comes first:
Here's why:
“Facebook Boosts Voter Turnout”
www.ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/pressreleases/facebook_fuels_the_friend_vote
•

Without voters, there is no democracy. Social influence may be the best way to increase voter
turnout.

“How a Facebook Message Got 340,000 More People to Vote in 2010”
www.healthland.time.com/2012/09/12/get-out-the-friend-vote-how-facebook-spurred-340000-extra-votes-in2010
•

The results show that a single message directly mobilized millions of acts of online political
communication and information seeking.

Encouraged, still leery of modern isolation, I should include this from the UCSD press release:
“Facebook interactions could be used to predict which Facebook friends were also close friends ‘in real life,’
and it was these close relationships that accounted for virtually all the difference in voting.”
While I'm at it, I'll quote myself:
“The oppressor uses the Internet as a tool. The oppressed uses the Internet as a toy.”
Nice to have a choice.
Finally, even more good news:
“MTA vows ‘full recovery’ of funds lost in LIBOR scandal”
www.thenewyorkworld.com/2012/09/11/mta-vows-full-libor-recovery
•
•

The MTA holds derivatives called interest rate swaps on billions of dollars of its debt.
The MTA's LIBOR-related losses on its derivatives are likely at least $5 million and could be as
much as $8 million.

•

Other municipalities and public entities are suing banks over their LIBOR-related losses in an effort
to recover money they were cheated on derivatives trades.

Power to the People.

402.
We depend on Middle Eastern violence, not oil.
September 15, 2012
In 2011, imports of Persian Gulf (Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates) crude
oil and petroleum products represented less than 10% of our domestic demand.
www.eia.gov/cfapps/energy_in_brief/foreign_oil_dependence.cfm
We are not dependent on Middle Eastern oil. We are dependent on Middle Eastern violence.
In 2011, the U.S. sold 78% of the world's armaments. Our biggest customer—50% of total sales—was Saudi
Arabia.
We're told this is good—making enemies, selling weapons, to both sides, worldwide—because it creates
thousands of American jobs.
But we could create more American jobs by making and selling things people really want—even people in
the Middle East.
We could create a useful buffer in the Middle East—a zone of allies between us and the People's Liberation
Army.
We should do this.
Soon.
An article worth passing along:
“Libya: The Questions We Should Be Asking”
www.barrylando.blogspot.com/2012/09/libya-question-not-being-asked.html
•
•
•

•
•
•

When was the last time a Chinese diplomat was murdered or even roughed up by an angry mob?
When did you last hear about a Chinese embassy being burned down or pillaged?
While the U.S. has been lavishing hundreds of billions on bases, China has been buying up mineral
deposits, land, forests, and petroleum, signing construction deals, and opening up new markets for
Chinese manufacturers.
Where are the Chinese troops to protect all this?
None needed. The U.S. is providing security, including $ billions to patrol the Strait of Hormuz,
largely for foreign interests.
Ironically, China was one of last countries to support dictator Muammar Gaddafi. China, now, is
already back in Libya, already wheeling and dealing.

•
•
•
•
•

•

Egypt continues to receive U.S. aid, yet president Mohamed Morsi—whose first official trip abroad,
incidentally, was to China—decided he had more to gain by not cooling anti-U.S. passions.
For decades, China has been persecuting Muslims, yet how many furious crowds have taken to the
streets, how many America-hating Muslim leaders have ever denounced China?
The current outcry over a film insulting Islam is just the tip of an emotional iceberg.
Underneath are more than 50 years of Western and American intervention and continued support for
Israel.
While the U.S. has spent huge sums trying to overthrow regimes, punish perceived enemies, and
prevent nuclear proliferation (except in Israel), China has been fixed on one set of objectives:
obtaining natural resources and finding new markets for Chinese business.
Why can't the U.S. do the same?

Some days it just doesn't seem fair to say we're the biggest problem in the Middle East. . . .

403.
As Seen on TV
September 17, 2012
Baby Boomers might be the first generation of Americans not very interested in leaving things in better
shape for the next. I'm inclined to blame some or most of this on TV, but right now it's just a hunch. At any
rate, curious about the relationship between television and trade deficits, I came across some interesting
stuff.
From the U.S. National Library of Medicine, a 1971 report to the Surgeon General:
“Television and Growing Up: The Impact of Televised Violence”
www.profiles.nlm.nih.gov/ps/access/NNBCGX.pdf
•
•

As early as the late 1950s, the typical child, during the first 16 years of life, spent, in total, as much
time with TV as in school.
By 1971, most adults reported watching TV for at least two hours per day.

From the Bureau of Labor Statistics:
“American Time Use Survey”
www.bls.gov/tus
•
•

In 2003, 78.7% of our population averaged 3.27 hours of TV per day.
In 2011, 78.3% of our population averaged 3.51 hours of TV per day.

Today, on the Nielsen website:
www.nielsen.com/us/en.html
“The average American spends 20% of their day watching TV.”
You'll remember that last month, I sent you the 2012 Global Innovation Index:
www.globalinnovationindex.org/gii
The U.S. ranked #41 in “Press freedom”—in a three-way tie with Argentina and Romania.
(You can't make this stuff up.)
(Finland and Norway tied for #1, by the way. Iceland was #6 and Canada was #9.)

From the news, a mixed bag from Country #25:
“US media angrily marvels at the lack of Muslim gratitude”
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/sep/14/egypt-nbc
•

“That's precisely why the US supported tyranny in these countries for so long: to ensure that the
citizens' views, so contrary to US policy, would be suppressed and rendered irrelevant.”

“Armada of international naval power massing in the Gulf as Israel prepares an Iran strike”
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/9545597/Armada-of-international-naval-powermassing-in-the-Gulf-as-Israel-prepares-an-Iran-strike.html
•

“If it came to war, there would be carnage. The Iranian casualties would be huge but they would be
able to inflict severe blows against the US and British. The Iranian Republican Guard are well versed
in asymmetrical warfare and would use swarm attacks to sink or seriously damage ships. This is a
conflict nobody wants, but the rhetoric from Israel is unrelenting.”

As you know, I am exceedingly opposed to war with Iran, to the death of anyone's children, and to
foreigners—any foreigners—who would meddle with American policy. Here's some fuel—American fuel—
for that fire:
“Sabra-Shatila 1982; Iran 2012?”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/09/17/sabra-shatila-1982-iran-2012
•

“Those same volatile dynamics are playing out today, thirty years later, as intimidated American
officials confront a blustering Israeli Prime Minister demanding that the U.S. join in an attack against
Iran.”

Let me know if I'm just repeating what you've already seen on TV. . . .

404.
Lyrics: “TV for Two”
September 18, 2012
“TV for Two”
She comes by for coffee at three
My friend always takes time for me
She hasn't met me
But I know she gets me
My best friend is on the TV
My friend, such a warm place for me
We visit so comfortably
She sees through my eyes
Still believes when I lie
My true self is easy to be
My best friend is on the TV
Try to see how she listens to me
She's never impatient
With no confrontation
My passion is easy to see
She is who we all want to be
My friend needs nothing from me
My head barely turned
When her people, I learned
Get all of their money from me
She gets all her money from me
She came by for coffee at three
A lesson in my memory
If I could but only
Know she'd been more lonely
Than
I
Loved my friend on TV

© 2008 Robert Hall - Music By Robert Hall (ASCAP)

405.
Economy & Jobs: Two Pictures = Two Thousand Words
September 18, 2012
How does a nation create good jobs and wealth?

FYI:
1946 U.S. population: 141 millions
2012 U.S. population: 314 millions

OMG:
In 2000, the U.S. granted Permanent Normal Trade Relations to the People's Republic of China.
In 2001, the People's Republic of China joined the World Trade Organization.

406.
My Mother and Anti-Semitism
September 19, 2012
The radio in this wi-fi cafe reminds me that our best music has been the product of relative prosperity.
(It's Ronnie Spector, by the way, but there are really only two kinds of music: good and bad.)
Not completely unrelated, I was also remembering how, in the first grade in the early 1960s, my mother
issued me a green rain slicker when every other kid in town had yellow. I could have died—I wish I could
say that somewhere in my 6-year-old noggin I was planning to go AWOL on rainy days—but she knew
exactly what she was doing and said: “I want you to be different.”
Once again, in quick succession, I could have died. Funny, though: a year or two later, when this same
woman explained to me why “we” bought American ham and not communist Polish ham, I paid close
attention.
Also not completely unrelated, I was mulling over elephants in rooms and our near future.
I'm afraid the upcoming Obama landslide will turn into our nightmare. Not that Romney would be any
better, but the economy is going to get a lot worse and the Democrat half of our two-party/one-pocket system
will be blamed for more than its share. The U.S. economy has been deteriorating for decades, both parties
working for multinational plutocrats, but the scapegoaters won't care. Middle America is frightened,
growing angry, and ripe for radicalization—neo-fascist backlash in the making.
I'm sorry but not surprised to find so much irrationality out here, such hatred festering outside the official
circles and stories. Black Americans might soon consider themselves lucky to have been so audaciously
betrayed by our half-white President. Most of the white racists willing to overlook Mormon theology to get
rid of that N in the White House will quickly realize that Black Americans, having suffered so much worse
under Obama, cannot possibly be the enemy.
I worry more about other racisms. It's impossible for someone to have studied Chinese history, as I have,
and not admire the Chinese. Modern communist China, of course, is a seriously different story; but I dread
the thought of loyal Chinese Americans becoming targets. We need more activism in the Chinese-American
community—active patriotism to distinguish and distance Chinese Americans from the communist People's
Republic.
I fear, more, the rumblings of a new and uncontainable anti-Semitism. The neo-fascist radicals of Middle
America will be people needing money and jobs, with police power and scapegoats. War with Iran would be
disastrous for the United States, and the economic pain would be connected to U.S.-Israel relations and the
Middle East. How long before patriotic American Jews in finance and government became associated with
economic inequality?
This is as far as being “different” will take me today. Please be careful, my friends.

To clarify for the record: there was never anything anti-Semitic about my Mom. Somewhere, she's having a
good laugh over my title and that stupid green raincoat.
I don't think anyone ever laughed as hard as she did.

407.
Feast of Fools; Feds Break Rules
September 20, 2012
I find something in every Lewis Lapham essay. If short on solutions, he's long on noblesse oblige. Others
could take a lesson.
“Feast of Fools: How American Democracy Became the Property of a Commercial Oligarchy”
www.tomdispatch.com/blog/175595/tomgram_lewis_lapham_the_rule_of_money
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

If democracy means anything at all (if it isn't what the late Gore Vidal called “the national nonsenseword”), it is the holding of one's fellow citizens in thoughtful regard, not because they are beautiful
or rich or famous, but because they are one's fellow citizens.
Good intentions, like mother's milk, are a perishable commodity. As wealth accumulates, men decay,
and sooner or later an aristocracy that once might have aspired to an ideal of wisdom and virtue goes
rancid in the sun, becomes an oligarchy distinguished by a character that Aristotle likened to that of
“the prosperous fool”—its members so besotted by their faith in money that “they therefore imagine
there is nothing that it cannot buy.”
Aristotle mentions a faction of especially reactionary oligarchs in ancient Athens who took a vow of
selfishness not unlike the anti-tax pledge administered by Grover Norquist to Republican stalwarts in
modern Washington: “I will be an enemy to the people and will devise all the harm against them
which I can.”
The upper servants of the oligarchy, among them most of the members of Congress and the majority
of the news media's talking heads, receive their economic freedoms by way of compensation for the
loss of their political liberties. The right to freely purchase in exchange for the right to freely speak.
When standing in a hotel ballroom or when seated in a television studio, it is the duty of the tribunes
of the people to insist that the drug traffic be stopped, the budget balanced, the schools improved,
paradise regained. Off camera, they bootleg the distribution of the nation's wealth to the gentry at
whose feet they dance for coins.
Comedians on the order of Jon Stewart and Bill Maher respond with jokes offered as consolation
prizes for the acceptance of things as they are and the loss of hope in things as they might become.
As soporifics, not, God forbid, as incitements to revolution or the setting up of guillotines in Yankee
Stadium and the Staples Center.
When intended to draw blood instead of laughs, speaking truth to power doesn't lead to a secure
retirement on the beach at Martha's Vineyard.
[Thomas Paine was] a man too much given to plain speaking, on too familiar terms with the lower
orders of society, and therefore not to be trusted.
When he died in poverty in 1809, he was buried, as unceremoniously as a dog in a ditch, in
unhallowed ground on his farm in New Rochelle.
The signers of the Declaration of Independence accepted the prospect of being hanged in the event
that America lost the war.
Our own contemporary political discourse lacks force and meaning because it is a commodity
engineered, like baby formula and Broadway musicals, to dispose of any and all unwonted risk.
The country is being asked to vote in November for television commercials. . . .

Also for your consideration:
“Feds ignore rules and use stimulus cash to buy Chinese solar panels”
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/sep/17/lambasted-chinese-solar-panels-placed-on-governmen
•

Government officials blame unfair competition from China for the collapse of solar panel
manufacturer Solyndra, but such concerns didn't stop the federal government from breaking stimulus
program rules to use Chinese solar panels atop a federal building housing the offices of a senator,
congressman, and several agencies.

408.
Disillusioned? Give it to me straight, Doc.
September 21, 2012
“Give it to me straight, Doc. I can take it.”
Even people who enjoy being lied to have their limits.
Nobody can do anything with bad information. Garbage in, garbage out.
On the other hand, there is no limit to what we can do with enough good information.
The Internet has exposed Americans to corruption they never knew existed.
Bubbles are bursting, spirits crushed, people giving up on their country.
Why be disillusioned?
Finally, we can do what we need to do—because, finally, we can know what it is.
I think I must have read somewhere that America's greatest leaders were great believers in Santa Claus, the
Easter Bunny, and their parents' infallibility. Then they were disillusioned—for a while. They got over the
shocks, mourned the losses, processed the griefs, and moved on—long before they were in positions of
power, authority, and influence.
(I suspect our greatest leaders' subordinates didn't enjoy being lied to, either.)
America's children need America's grown-ups to be grown up.
Snap out of it.
We've work to do. Innocent lives are hanging in the balance.
(And I swear, some people wouldn't recognize opportunity if it bit them on the. . . .)
—
Related:
“Does this dress make me look fat?” [FFC #258]

409.
Shorter Life Spans in U.S.
September 22, 2012
From the CIA:
“Country Comparison: Life Expectancy at Birth”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2102rank.html
•

“Life expectancy at birth is also a measure of the overall quality of life in a country and summarizes
the mortality at all ages.”

From Health Affairs:
“Differences In Life Expectancy Due To Race And Educational Differences Are Widening, And Many
May Not Catch Up”
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/31/8/1803.abstract
Interesting, I thought, that the NYT article Health Affairs inspired was titled:
“Life Spans Shrink for Least-Educated Whites in the U.S.”
www.nytimes.com/2012/09/21/us/life-expectancy-for-less-educated-whites-in-us-is-shrinking.html
I'll let the experts obfuscate the obvious.
“Haves” will be living longer. “Have-Nots” will be dying sooner.
Globalists and fans of level playing fields might be happy to learn that according to the CIA, the United
States has fallen to #50 in life expectancy—somewhere behind Bosnia (#45), Greece (#31), Ireland (#26),
Canada (#12), Macau (#2), and Monaco (#1).
Way to go.

410.
Movie Review: “Death by China”
September 23, 2012
Everyone, no matter what their circumstances, has more money than time.
(They just don't know it yet.)
When people tell me about a movie they've seen, I always want to know how it was worth their time. The
best movies, I think, can change our lives. This, I think, must be a good use of time.
Death by China—one of the best movies I've ever seen—is a good use of time.
www.deathbychina.com
Know, now, that this is coming from an experienced movie snob. Back in another life—back when I thought
I had time—I could drink coffee and discuss art cinema with the best of them.
(Now that I think about it: I would love to see one of those old Dave Kehr Chicago Reader reviews—on
Cassavetes's Love Streams would be perfect.)
This in mind, I hope it makes sense to hear that Death by China left me more inclined to review the
reviewers than to review the film.
The longer you've followed the issues, the more you'll agree with me. I wouldn't fault a reviewer for
criticizing a film's lighting or pacing. This is a specialized part of their paychecks. But when a movie and
director meet a higher purpose: if the critics aren't up to meeting at the same level, they can get in over their
heads—and get their characters tested right quick.
For some lively examples, look at:
www.rottentomatoes.com/m/death_by_china
The Death by China audience rating is currently 80%—not bad, really, considering that Cassavetes's
masterpiece is 88%—but the Death by China critics' rating is 30%.
This, I will argue, is a clear-cut case of killing the messenger. Movie critics are specialists who understand
movies better than they understand China and trade deficits. These critics are basically, unwittingly, blaming
their ignorance on film director Peter Navarro. I agree that Death by China is outrageous and extreme, but
this is only because our relationship with China is outrageous and extreme. Navarro understands our
relationship with China as well as anybody. He's simply presenting the facts and telling a story that needs to
be told. If anything, I'd say he's still understating things a bit—deliberately, perhaps, in attempt to reach a
larger audience.

(Of course, I live with this stuff every day, so I think almost everybody understates the dangers.)
If I were you, I'd go see Death by China as soon as possible and consider it time well invested. It's
fascinating and informative—even entertaining in its own unpredictable way.
To say this movie has the power to change our lives is to damn with faint praise. This movie has the power
to save the world and the lives of our children.
Mostly, though:
This movie can give us time.

411.
Clarity we need more of on Mondays
September 24, 2012
Nothing particularly groundbreaking, but nicely done and the kind of clarity we need more of on Mondays.
On the essential real economy:
“Who Will Create More Jobs: Romney or Obama?”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/09/24/who-will-create-more-jobs-romney-or-obama
•

A better way for understanding what ails our political class would be to begin with one of the most
elegant quotes in Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, because as he explained: “Their
credulity debased and vitiated the faculties of the mind; they corrupted the evidence of history; and
superstition gradually extinguished the hostile light of philosophy and science.”

On our two-party corporatocracy:
“How Do You Take Your Poison?”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/how_do_you_take_your_poison_20120924
•

You can dismiss those of us who will in protest vote for a third-party candidate and invest our time
and energy in acts of civil disobedience. You can pride yourself on being practical. You can
swallow the false argument of the lesser of two evils. But ask yourself, once this nightmare starts
kicking in, who the real sucker is.

On humanity and patriotism:
“I Was a Welfare Mother”
www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/opinion/sunday/taking-responsibility-on-welfare.html
•

•

Since then, I've remarried, co-written books, worked as a magazine editor and finally paid off my
college loans. My husband and I have paid big taxes and raised a hard-working son who pays a
chunk of change as well. We pay for sidewalks, streetlights, sanitation trucks, the military (we have
three nephews in uniform, two deployed), police and fire departments, open emergency rooms,
teachers, bus drivers, museums, libraries and campuses where people's lives are saved, enriched and
raised up every day. My country gave me the chance to rebuild my life—paying my tax tab is the
only thing it's asked of me in return.
I was not an exception in that little Section 8 neighborhood. Among those welfare moms were future
teachers, nurses, scientists, business owners, health and safety advocates. We never believed we
were “victims” or felt “entitled”; if anything, we felt determined. Wouldn't any decent person throw
a rope to a drowning person? Wouldn't any drowning person take it?

•

Judge-and-punish-the-poor is not a demonstration of American values. It is, simply, mean. My
parents saved me and then—on the dole, in the classroom or crying deep in the night, in love with a
little boy who needed everything I could give him—I learned to save myself. I do not apologize. I
was not ashamed then; I am not ashamed now. I was, and will always be, profoundly grateful.

Thanks to Larkin Warren for such a beautifully felt and written piece. My apologies for quoting too much.

412.
They’re Just Entertainers, Paid Entertainers
September 25, 2012
Just last night, my bright and highly educated friend launched our conversation with, “I don't know what
[name of commentator—any commentator] was saying on the radio just now. I could take about two
minutes of it, then I had to turn it off. I don't know who to trust anymore.”
Earlier in the day, my own father—the man who taught me most of what there is to know about skepticism
still this side of insanity—had taken some media pundit's bait and was equally enraged.
My response to both was, in so many words:
“They're just entertainers. Don't give them so much power over the way you feel. They're paid
entertainers—that's all.”
Then I suggested they spend equal time with opposite bias from the enemy camps. After hearing both sides
of a so-called issue, they might decide that both sides of our political-entertainment complex are equally
deceptive.
Excellent advice if I do say so myself and I hope you give it a try. Right now, though, I'm more fascinated
by something else that's happening here: two really smart, sophisticated people—with considerable exposure
to my political ideas—and they're still not entirely immune to propaganda.
Because they're emotional human beings and propaganda is all about human emotions. For the same reason
that intelligence can have so little to do with mental health, or with recovery from mental illness, we have to
always keep in mind that these issues are emotional, not intellectual.
How many times have you tried to change an intelligent person's mind about politics, only to walk away
wondering whether politics isn't really some form of religion?
Have you ever tried to get between a believer and his favorite “news” source?
The propagandists in our media know what they're doing, which is why their multinational corporate masters
pay them so much to do it. But even if they didn't have mind control—emotion control—down to a science,
how could they not be in control when the average American, every day, spends more than 3 hours watching
TV and more than 2 hours listening to the radio?
You know what we have to do.
Meanwhile, I'll leave you with this, direct from Unrestricted Warfare, China's 1999—“so far, so good”—
blueprint for the defeat of a militarily superior nation like yours and mine:

“Even the last refuge of the human race—the inner world of the heart—cannot avoid the attacks of
psychological warfare . . . nets . . . snares . . . so that a person has no place to flee.”
If you know what's good for you, you'll start fleeing yourself silly.

413.
Logos “Imprinted” in Children’s Brains; Albert Einstein
September 26, 2012
Profit @ 4,000 calories/person/day:
“I'm Lovin' It”: Fast-Food Logos ‘Imprinted’ in Children's Brains, Study Says
www.medicaldaily.com/articles/12318/20120925/fast-food-logos-imprinted-childrens-brains.htm
•
•
•
•
•

Concern is that these companies are tapping into the reward portions of the brain long before children
develop self-control.
When showed images of fast-food companies, the parts of the brain that control pleasure and appetite
lit up.
When asked to taste a hamburger from a box with no label, and a hamburger from a box labeled
McDonald's, the children overwhelmingly preferred the McDonald's burger.
Childhood obesity has more than tripled in 30 years.
The percentage of obese children ages 6 - 11 went from 7% in 1980 to almost 20% in 2008. Among
adolescents ages 12 - 19, obesity was 5% in 1980 and 18% in 2008.

From Albert Einstein:
“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.”
Might be worth a try. . . .

414.
Giving Everyone’s—Everyone’s!—Kids a Chance
September 26, 2012
In today's Truthout from Mike Lofgren:
“Meet the Welfare Queens of the 1%: The Moochers Mitt Missed Work for the Pentagon”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/11781-meet-the-welfare-queens-of-the-1-the-moochers-mitt-missed-workfor-the-pentagon
•

•
•
•
•

•

Last year, the heads of the five largest Department of Defense contracting firms hauled in $107
million combined, more than the top five bank CEOs, who limped in with a mere $75 million
altogether.
Why should a company that receives more than, say, two-thirds of its revenue from government pay
its executives more than the $400,000 annual salary that the President of the United States receives?
The public rarely notices how much the Department of Defense budget contributes to an upward
redistribution of income from the many to the relatively few.
Seven of the ten richest counties in the U.S. are now in suburban Washington, DC. In 2007, “only”
five were.
The peculiar sociology of the military-industrial complex paradoxically allows for a governmentdependent population that disproportionately thinks of itself as small-government conservative and
heavily votes GOP.
The Pentagon budget is a net drain on jobs nationally, rather than a net creator. A dollar spent on
road building, health care, or just about any other employment activity creates more jobs than a dollar
appropriated to the Department of Defense.

In today's Truthout from Lawrence Davidson:
“The Israel Lobby and How It Operates”
www.truth-out.org/news/item/11792-the-israel-lobby-and-how-it-operates
•

“Nihil tam munitum quod non expugnari pecunia possit.”

Me, I'm just trying to give the kids a chance.
Everyone's kids!

415.
Making Good Progress; Unusual Voting Advice
September 28, 2012
Look at how much more aware we are now. A few years ago, I'd warn people about Chinese manufacturing
and they'd stare at me like I had three heads.
Considering the odds, considering what we're up against, what we've accomplished so far is amazing.
We've slowed the acceleration of a runaway train and this is no mean feat.
The Obama and Romney campaigns are spending an enormous amount of time on China, manufacturing,
and—get this—“economic patriotism.” They know how important these issues have become to voters—
because we told them. That they reassure us, in so many insincere words, they intend to betray their
multinational campaign contributors once elected only serves to strengthen our position.
Not only do we have their attention, we've got them on the run.
Almost nobody trusts the government anymore. Almost nobody trusts the media anymore. And now that
almost half our voters call themselves Independents, it's pretty clear that America doesn't trust the two-party
system anymore.
Excellent news!
Here's something I'd like you to consider:
Before November's election, learn about the official candidates who aren't Obama, Romney, Democrat, or
Republican. Most assuredly, there's a much better, less destructive choice for you and your country.
(The Left-vs.-Right paradigm is inaccurate and obsolete, anyway. Our politics are better understood as Up
vs. Down, not Left vs. Right.)
The people who own our two-party system are the same people who promote the idea that a vote for a thirdparty candidate is wasted—“spoilers” and all that nonsense.
Obama's going to win anyway—this the plutocrats have preordained—so let's use our citizen power to start
dismantling their two-party control over our lives. We can all be spoilers: “citizen-spoilers.”
Meanwhile, keep up the good work and don't lower your guard. We're up against some tricky opponents, but
they are few.
And we are many—very, very many.

416.
Now Here’s a Real Money Quote
September 28, 2012
“Tackling the Many Dangers of China's State Capitalism”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444549204578022710399534602.html
•

In his new book No Ancient Wisdom, No Followers: The Challenges of Chinese Authoritarian
Capitalism, author James McGregor says the “wealthiest 70 National People's Congress members
are more than 10 times richer than the top 660 officials in the U.S. government.”

Globalization: redistributing the wealth from one country's workers to another country's elites.
Yeah, that works.

417.
PBS Video Recommendation
September 29, 2012
PBS #1 Most Watched, #1 Most Shared video:
“9/11: Explosive Evidence—Experts Speak Out”
http://video.cpt12.org/video/2270078138
by
Architects & Engineers for 9/11 Truth
http://ae911truth.org
Are you feeling patriotic?

418.
Feeling Like a Mushroom: A Timeline
September 30, 2012
June 13, 2012:
“U.S. death toll in Afghanistan hits 2,000, but many more lives turned upside-down” — David Martin, CBS
News
www.cbsnews.com/8301-18563_162-57452726/u-s-death-toll-in-afghanistan-hits-2000-but-many-morelives-turned-upside-down
June 21, 2012:
“Unlike the 2000-Death Count in Iraq, ABC, NBC, PBS, MSNBC Skip 2000 Marker in Afghanistan” —
NewsBusters
www.newsbusters.org/blogs/tim-graham/2012/06/21/unlike-2000-death-count-iraq-abc-nbc-pbs-msnbc-skip2000-marker-afghanis
•
•

In 2005, the networks used the 2,000 mark in Iraq to “spell disaster for this White House.”
David Martin's CBS News report aired June 13, 2012 during the last five minutes of the program and
did not include the name “Obama.”

August 21, 2012:
“Calculating the Human Cost of the War in Afghanistan” — The New York Times
http://atwar.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/08/21/calculating-the-human-cost-of-the-war-in-afghanistan
•

In a related article posted August 21, 2012—“In Toll of 2,000, New Portrait of Afghan War”—the
NYT uses a different methodology that counts not only deaths in Afghanistan but also those in
Pakistan and other nations where American forces are directly involved in aiding the war.

August 22, 2012:
“US Troop Deaths Top 2,000 in Afghanistan” — Voice of America, official news agency of the U.S.
Government
www.voanews.com/content/us-troop-deaths-top-two-thousand-in-afghanistan/1492733.html
•

The number of U.S. military members killed in the war in Afghanistan has surpassed 2,000.

August 24, 2012:

“U.S. Military Death Toll in Afghan War Reaches New Milestone” — PBS NewsHour
www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/military/july-dec12/afghanistan_08-24.html
•

The Department of Defense and others count at least 2,000 American military deaths since the war
began. This number includes suicides in Afghanistan, but not those following service there.

Today:
“Two Americans killed in confused Afghan shootout” — Reuters
www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/30/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSBRE88T02G20120930
•

•

Two Americans were killed in Afghanistan during an exchange of fire between NATO-led forces and
the Afghan army that may have been the result of a misunderstanding, as the death toll of U.S.
military and civilian personnel passed 2,000.
Pentagon data listing the number of U.S. troops and U.S. contractors killed in Afghanistan since
combat began 11 years ago showed the two new deaths pushed the total combined number of U.S.
personnel killed past the 2,000 mark.

“US soldier deaths in Afghanistan hit 2,000” — Al Jazeera
www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2012/09/201293014549489.html
•
•

A US soldier and a civilian contractor have been killed in Afghanistan by an Afghan soldier, bringing
the total number of US soldier deaths in the 11-year conflict to 2,000.
“The milestone of 2,000 is bad enough, but the fact that this was done by one of our own allies is not
only galling, but it is a sense of betrayal and I think that the [US] public will see it that way,” said
former US assistant secretary of state Mark Kimmitt.

“US military deaths in Afghanistan hit 2,000” — Businessweek (AP)
www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-09-30/us-military-deaths-in-afghanistan-hit-2-000
•

In Washington, Pentagon press secretary George Little said 2,000 deaths is one of the “arbitrary
milestones defined by others” that the U.S. administration does not mark.

Feeling like a mushroom . . . an angry, motivated mushroom . . . a mushroom on a mission.

419.
Israel Interests; November Resolve
October 1, 2012
Ray McGovern is the 27-year CIA veteran who publicly accused Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld of
lying about Iraq's weapons of mass destruction.
“Netanyahu Backs Off on Iran” by Ray McGovern
http://original.antiwar.com/mcgovern/2012/09/28/netanyahu-backs-off-on-iran
•

•

Both the U.S. and Israeli military are dead set against the disaster that war with Iran would bring.
And both have made that quite plain to Netanyahu and other top Israeli officials who have been
lusting to strike Iran within the next couple of weeks;
That is, before they are faced with the possibility of a second-term American President better able to
put higher priority on the strategic needs of U.S. than those of Israel.

Of course, “better able to put higher priority on the strategic needs of U.S.” doesn't mean a multinational
puppet necessarily will.
Like it or not, we're stuck with Obama for another four years.
This November, please consider using your vote to start breaking this two-party/one-pocket charade of a
political system.
There are some good people in this country. We could send them to Washington if we wanted to.
—
See also: “Making Good Progress; Unusual Voting Advice” [FFC #415]

420.
Problems Don’t Get Any Bigger Than China
October 2, 2012
Why are we supporting these people?
“White House Hack Attack”
www.freebeacon.com/white-house-hack-attack
•

•

Hackers linked to China's government broke into one of the U.S. government's most sensitive
computer networks, breaching a system used by the White House Military Office for nuclear
commands.
The Chinese have an aggressive goal to infiltrate all levels of U.S. government and private sector
networks.

“Samuel Cox, U.S. Cyber Command Officer, Says China Is Targeting Pentagon Computers”
www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/27/samuel-cox-us-cyber-command-china_n_1921465.html
•
•

Their level of effort against the Department of Defense is constant.
Chinese actors are the world's most persistent perpetrators of economic espionage.

No more excuses. If you buy products from China, you're part of the problem.
Problems don't get any bigger than China.

421.
Corporate Creatures Of An Economy Wished On Them By
Others
October 2, 2012
Excerpted from:
“America's Manufacturing Crisis: Finally Harvard Gets It” — notes on Producing Prosperity: Why America
Needs a Manufacturing Renaissance
•

What explains the American establishment’s complacency in the face of the near collapse of the
national manufacturing base? The answer is mainly a misplaced faith in laissez-faire. American
opinion leaders have trusted to the theory that if a factory closes, this is dictated by the “wisdom of
the market.” In reality free markets have next to nothing to do with it. American manufacturers are
competing in a globalized marketplace that is comprehensively rigged to hollow them out. If other
advanced nations protect their domestic markets (Japan and Germany come to mind in the case of car
industry, for instance), their home producers enjoy a huge advantage which provides them with
greatly enhanced retained profits to plough back into improving their production technologies. After
five decades of such unequal trade, this begins to add up. It is hardly surprising that Japan and
Germany are now the leaders not only in cars but all sorts of advanced producers’ goods that once
defined American leadership of the world economy.

Read the rest on Eamonn Fingleton's blog:
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/10/02/americas-manufacturing-crisis-finally-harvard-gets-it

422.
The Debates: The Inside Scoop
October 2, 2012
Unless we change direction, young Americans will continue to be poorer and die sooner than their parents.
Worse, they don't even know they're in trouble. How does this happen?
Not entirely unrelated is this alert and informative website:
Open Debates
www.OpenDebates.org
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Presidential debates were run by the civic-minded League of Women Voters until 1988, when the
national Republican and Democratic parties seized control of the debates by establishing the
Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD).
Posing as a nonpartisan institution, the CPD has often run the debates in the interests of the national
Republican and Democratic parties, not the American people.
Since 1988, negotiators for the Republican and Democratic nominees have secretly drafted debate
contracts that dictate how the presidential debates will be structured.
The CPD, which is co-chaired by leading figures in the Republican and Democratic parties, has
implemented those contracts.
Frank Fahrenkopf and Paul Kirk, who co-chair and control the CPD, are registered lobbyists for
multinational corporations.
Under the existing sponsorship regime, the CPD is blamed for the debates' flaws, not the major party
candidates. By posing as an independent sponsor, the CPD shields the major party candidates from
public criticism.
Walter Cronkite called CPD-sponsored debates an “unconscionable fraud.”

But we deserve better, don't we?
Don't we?

423.
(Red vs. Blue) vs. (Green & Gold)
October 3, 2012
Ever wonder how we can be so divided when our politicians are so united?
Use your vote wisely. These might help:
“Attack of the Blob: How Professional Democrats and Professional Republicans Ran America Into the
Ground” — a review of Payoff: Why Wall Street Always Wins
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/10/how-professional-democrats-and-professional-republicans-ran-americainto-the-ground.html
•
•
•

The system was corrupted by ensuring that only voices within the establishment were heard.
Republicans and Democrats joked that they were all “members of the green party.”
Their motto: “We don't lose sleep on election nights.”

“The Betrayal of America's Middle Class Was a Choice, Not an Accident” — interview with Donald
Barlett and James Steele
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/11893-the-betrayal-of-americas-middle-class-was-a-choice-not-an-accidentan-interview-with-authors-donald-barlett-and-james-steele
•
•

To get the kind of representation you need in Washington costs a ton of money. The domestic
corporations just don't have access to the kind of money that the multinationals do.
Congress takes care of the people who take care of them. It's as simple as that.

“The true reason US fears Iranian nukes: They can deter US attacks”
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/oct/02/iran-nukes-deterrence
•
•

GOP Senator Lindsey Graham echoes a long line of US policymakers: Iran must not be allowed to
deter US aggression.
Whatever one thinks of Iran, the signal the US has sent to the world is unmistakable: the only way a
country can protect itself from US attack, other than full-scale obeisance, is to acquire nuclear
weapons.

“Cynthia McKinney On Leadership”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2012/10/02/cynthia-mckinney-on-leadership
•

The public confuses leadership with election to office.

•
•

They can't imagine the amount of greed and willingness to kill, so they're easily fooled and tricked by
the people in control.
Real leaders are those with the courage to dissent and to resist. It is the act of resistance that
transforms an elected person into a leader.

Lastly, a reminder from 1988:
“League Refuses to Help Perpetrate a Fraud”
www.lwv.org/press-releases/league-refuses-help-perpetrate-fraud
•
•

The League of Women Voters is withdrawing its sponsorship of the presidential debates.
The League has no intention of becoming an accessory to the hoodwinking of the American public.

Young citizens, take note and take heart:
Your country hasn't always been as unbalanced as it is today. Putting things right to give you more
opportunity would be simple.
Simple. How easy depends on your level of interest.

424.
Obama Romney Debate Lies
October 4, 2012
I didn't watch last night's presidential debate, but I'm sure it will be a profitable one for the winners: the
multinationals who own the U.S. election industry.
I spent some time on the Internet—consulting with the election industry's salaried experts, as it were—but I
learned nothing.
Except this:
Less than 24 hours after the event, a Google search of
Obama Romney debate lies
turned up 146 million results.
This is approximately 1 result for every 2 losers of last night's debate.

425.
Campaign after Campaign after Campaign
October 5, 2012
How can these presidential campaigns spend so much money and still never tackle one real issue?
(Oh, I get it. That's why they spend so much money. Duh.)
In my candidacy speech, I said:
•

“Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new wealth to
pay for everything our people need. Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this
power.”

How is it possible for American voters to keep falling for the same old political distractions—and into the
same old political divisions—campaign after campaign after campaign?
(Ooops, again. Never mind.)
We need some clarity—and solidarity. Things are going to get ugly, and the sooner we become
Americans—simple non-partisan Americans—the better our chances.
I thought this eye-opener of an op-ed from last year's New York Times might be of help:
“Our Hidden Government Benefits”
www.nytimes.com/2011/09/20/opinion/our-hidden-government-benefits.html
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

In a poll asking Americans whether they had ever used a government social program, 57% said they
had not.
In truth, 94% of those who denied using programs had benefited from at least one. The average
respondent had used four.
Self-identified “extremely liberal” respondents were more likely to acknowledge using a government
program than self-identified “extremely conservative” respondents who used the same number of
programs.
Some government programs are fairly visible; some are hidden because they're channeled through the
tax code and subsidies to private organizations.
Hidden benefits leave people with the false impression that their economic security is due only to
their own efforts.
This hidden or “submerged” state obscures the role of government and exaggerates that of the
market.
If those who assume government has never helped them can see how it has, it might help defuse our
polarized political climate and reinvigorate informed citizenship.

Our problem is not government, but politicians incapable of defining the country's interests. They need our
input.
If we stopped fighting one another, we could really give it to them.

426.
Today’s Unemployment Ta-Da & Tangents
October 5, 2012
U-3 unemployment is not known as the “headline” rate for nothing.
7.8%. Let slip the dogs of distraction.
Last month, Shadow Government Statistics warned us:
“Month-to-month comparisons of the various unemployment rates are meaningless due to deliberate
inconsistencies in BLS reporting.”
This month, additional amplitude:
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-473-september-employment-and-unemployment-august-constructionspending-pcedeflator
•

•
•
•

With the Fed's QE3 formally tied to bringing down the unemployment rate, and with the presidential
election one month from tomorrow, an unexpected and unusually large 0.3-percentage-point plunge
in the headline unemployment rate might raise more than a couple of eyebrows.
The BLS has the correct number and could publish it. Now would be a particularly good time for the
BLS to come clean.
September SGS unemployment remained unchanged from August: 22.8%.
This SGS figure includes America's long-term—over 1 year—unemployed and discouraged. Official
government U-3 and U-6 do not.

Peeking behind the government's headline BLS:
www.bls.gov
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U-6 unemployment remained unchanged at 14.7%.
Manufacturing lost (another) 16,000 jobs.
Federal and State government added 17,000 jobs. Local government lost 7,000.
Health care added 43,500 jobs. Of these, 29,800 were in Ambulatory health care services.
Food services and drinking places added 15,700 jobs.
Involuntary part-timers for economic reasons—people whose hours were cut back and people who
couldn't find full-time jobs—rose from 8,031,000 in August to 8,613,000 in September.
Unemployment rates for adult men, adult women, and whites declined.
Unemployment rates for teenagers, blacks, and Hispanics were little changed.

Interesting and most definitely related:
“The US presidential debates' illusion of political choice”

www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/oct/04/third-party-us-presidential-debate-deceit
•
•
•
•
•

Presidential elections are now conducted almost entirely like a tawdry TV reality show, leaving little
room for substantive debates.
The two major-party candidates are in full-scale agreement on many of the nation's most pressing
issues.
The election process sustains the appearance that there is more difference between the two parties,
and more choice for citizens, than is really offered by America's two-party system.
Democrats and Republicans work feverishly to ensure the exclusion of third-party candidates.
The deceitful perception of real choice is precisely what they are most eager to maintain.

One more—one too sane and too courageous to ignore:
“Why I Dislike Israel”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/10/05/why-i-dislike-israel
•
•
•

•

Whether or not I have Jewish friends does not define how I see Israel and is irrelevant to the
argument.
The existence of good upstanding Israelis doesn't alter the fact that the governments they have elected
are essentially part of a long-running criminal enterprise.
Israel has successfully manipulated my country, the United States, and has done terrible damage to
both our political system and to the American people—a crime I just cannot forgive, condone, or
explain away.
The United States government exists to serve the American people—no more, no less—and it is time
our elected representatives begin to remember that fact.

Let slip your dogs. . . .

427.
Democrats & Republicans: The Bottom Line
October 7, 2012
From the CIA website:
“Country Comparison: Current Account Balance”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
This entry records a country's net trade in goods and services, plus net earnings from rents, interest, profits,
and dividends, and net transfer payments (such as pension funds and worker remittances) to and from the rest
of the world in 2011. These figures are calculated on an exchange rate basis, i.e., not in purchasing power
parity (PPP) terms.
Top 5 of 192 Countries
•
•
•
•
•

$ 201,700,000,000
$ 188,600,000,000
$ 144,200,000,000
$ 120,500,000,000
$ 101,300,000,000

China
Germany
Saudi Arabia
Japan
Russia

Bottom 5 of 192 Countries
•
•
•
•
•

$ - 55,100,000,000
$ - 65,600,000,000
$ - 70,100,000,000
$ - 77,160,000,000
$ - 473,400,000,000

Spain
France
Italy
Turkey
United States

Are you ready to get serious about your politics?

428.
Explaining the Post-Recession Growth in Consumer Credit
October 7, 2012
Student Loans:

http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/TOTALGOV
(Not Seasonally Adjusted)
Please vote with your children in mind.

429.
Chinese Unhappiness, Lessons
October 7, 2012
An interesting paper if you like this sort of thing, and still useful if you don't, though the researchers seem
rather focused on social safety nets—in a (Chinese) culture practically synonymous with materialism. I'm
more interested in the effects of rising expectations and income inequality, exacerbated by awareness of
others' well-being.
“China's life satisfaction, 1990 – 2010”
www.pnas.org/content/early/2012/05/09/1205672109.full.pdf
•

Over a time of unprecedented economic growth, an initially highly egalitarian distribution of life
satisfaction has been replaced by an increasingly unequal one, with decreasing life satisfaction in
persons in the bottom third of the income distribution and increasing life satisfaction in those in the
top third.

I'm also interested in how this study might apply to our own nation, at present too unbalanced & imbalanced
to long endure.
No policymaker or plutocrat is sufficiently clever or wealthy to provoke the lessons of history.

430.
Tell Me Again Why Anyone Would Conduct Any Business
Whatsoever With These People
October 8, 2012
Lots of fun, big news today, links worth clicking.
From the U.S. Government:
“Investigative Report on the U.S. National Security Issues Posed by Chinese Telecommunications
Companies Huawei and ZTE”
•

http://intelligence.house.gov/press-release/investigative-report-us-national-security-issues-posedchinese-telecommunications

“Chairman Rogers and Ranking Member Ruppersberger Warn American Companies Doing Business
with Huawei and ZTE to ‘use another vendor’”
•

http://intelligence.house.gov/press-release/chairman-rogers-and-ranking-member-ruppersbergerwarn-american-companies-doing

From Eamonn Fingleton:
“Memo to Obama's China Ambassador: Eat Your Words”
•

www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/10/08/memo-to-obamas-china-ambassador-eat-yourwords

Dear People's Republic of China,
Hah!
[Signed,]
Uncle Bob

431.
Foreign & Fraudulent Online Campaign Money
October 8, 2012
From my speech on Campaign Finance:
“Is it any wonder that American middle-class prosperity and security—once the envy of the world—have
been sacrificed to the gods of globalization?”
And:
“Someone has to do this the right way.”
Cynics are cheerfully reminded that in the long run, the right way is the best way—certainly the easiest and
most profitable overall.
(Yeah, yeah. Blah, blah, blah.)
This is interesting:
“America the Vulnerable: Are Foreign and Fraudulent Online Campaign Contributions Influencing
U.S. Elections?”
www.campaignfundingrisks.com/wp-content/themes/cfr/images/AmericaTheVulnerable.pdf
•
•
•
•

The Obama campaign lacks industry-standard security for donations, but uses it for merchandise
purchases.
The campaign is likely paying $ millions in additional processing fees in order to reduce security.
Obama.com was owned by an Obama bundler living in Shanghai. The domain is currently registered
anonymously.
68% of the site's traffic is foreign and redirected to the Obama campaign's donation page.

The report doesn't just pick on Obama, but I don't see any reason to include Romney right now. We all know
his biggest campaign contributor is a Chinese casino operator.
For some reason, he hasn't tried to hide it.
Don't you just get the warm fuzzies?

432.
Wisdom of an Elder Statesman
October 9, 2012
Fritz Hollings has spent 56 of his 90 years in public service, 38 of them in the U.S. Senate.
Listen and learn:
“Games”
•

Believe it or not, Congress used to budget responsibly. Congress paid for all its wars, recessions, and
depressions and it took 200 years before accumulating a national debt of $1 trillion in 1981.

You can read the rest on his website:
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com

433.
What is really going on here?
October 9, 2012
Back to Eamonn Fingleton's “Memo to Obama's China Ambassador: Eat Your Words”:
•

•
•

What is really going on here? The reality—largely swept under the carpet by America's increasingly
dysfunctional media—is that American free trade theory is treated with polite derision in both
continental Europe and East Asia.
Japan, South Korea, and Germany believe in managed trade and are prepared to retaliate if China
does not buy enough of their goods.
Because America is perceived in China as a political Milquetoast whose higher governmental reaches
are extensively honeycombed by people who care not a whit for the American national interest, its
needs can be safely ignored.

Now Romney's Monday speech on foreign policy:
•
•

I will champion free trade and restore it as a critical element of our strategy, both in the Middle East
and across the world.
The President has not signed one new free trade agreement in the past four years. I will reverse that
failure.

Truth is, President Obama has already signed free trade agreements with South Korea, Panama, and
Colombia and is currently working on a whopper called the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
Truth is, both political parties are heavily funded by multinationals committed to globalization and free
trade.
Truth is, free trade has proven a failure detrimental to America's national interest.
Keep an eye on these guys. Both of these Milquetoasts are puppets of the multinationals, and neither of
these Milquetoast puppets gives a damn about your country.
They'll say anything to distract you, tell you any kind of lie, so they can keep dismantling America's real
economy and increasing the gap between haves and have-nots.
What is really going on here?

434.
See Clearly Now
October 10, 2012
From the Office of the New York State Comptroller:
“The Securities Industry in New York City”
www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt9-2013.pdf
•
•
•
•

In 2011, the securities industry accounted for 5.3% of private sector jobs and 23.2% of private sector
income.
From 2009 to 2011, securities industry revenues fell 22%.
From 2009 to 2011, the average securities industry salary grew 16.6%.
In 2011, the average securities industry salary was $ 362,950.00.

From an obviously deranged conspiracy theorist:
“Jack Welch: I Was Right About That Strange Jobs Report”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444897304578046260406091012.html
•
•
•
•
•
•

The BLS tells us that, overall, 873,000 workers were added in September—the largest one-month
increase since 1983.
No economists, liberal or conservative, were predicting September unemployment would drop below
8%.
I doubt many of us know a businessperson who believes the economy is growing at breakneck speed.
One of my chief critics in this go-round was Austan Goolsbee, former chairman of Obama's Council
of Economic Advisers.
Back in 2003, Mr. Goolsbee himself, commenting on a Bush-era unemployment figure, wrote in a
New York Times op-ed: “the government has cooked the books.”
Last Sunday, the Times acknowledged the recent 7.8% unemployment figure was “partly due to a
statistical fluke.”

From a Spanish canary in a multinational coal mine:
“Yesterday My Daughter Emigrated”
www.huffingtonpost.com/carlos-m-duarte/yesterday-my-daughter-emigrated_b_1948533.html
•
•

Keeping our children close is no longer an option because it would mean trapping them in a situation
with no future.
Our daughter—who has a master's degree and speaks four languages—didn't want to be dependent on
us because this support subsidizes the employers who are taking advantage of our young people.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

The media calls her generation—and I find this repulsive—the “lost” generation.
My generation, born between 1950 and 1970, has been irresponsible. Some thought they could get a
dollar for a dime; some looked the other way.
Remember the words of the politician who said “I'm in politics to make a killing” and the
businessman who bribed a government employee with “I can promise you the future—you and ten
generations after you.”
We pay the bank bailout at the cost of our health and education, with the help of politicians who freed
the bankers from any effective regulation.
As long as our national soccer team keeps scoring goals and Cristiano Ronaldo is happy, our senses
will continue to be dulled and we'll accept with resignation the sorrow heaped upon us.
We must liberate ourselves from the politicians who brought us here.
We are a society that's getting older every day, which will soon have such an enormous percentage of
retirees that it can only be supported by a dynamic and productive workforce.
An investment in our children is an investment in our own future.

Similar, related:
“Immigration and Drugs—Chapter 6 of 8, Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
•
•
•

People emigrate, in most cases, because they have to.
The best thing I could do for Mexican illegals is send them home.
[You'll just have to read or watch the rest.]

Feel free to close your eyes or look the other way. You never know: this might be your last chance.

435.
Save money. Live shorter.
October 11, 2012
“Gov't warns motorists about counterfeit air bags”*
www.spokesman.com/stories/2012/oct/10/govt-warns-motorists-about-counterfeit-air-bags
•
•
•
•
•

Tens of thousands of car owners may be driving vehicles with counterfeit air bags.
“It is an extreme safety risk,” said NHTSA administrator David Strickland.
Counterfeit air bags can fail to inflate and/or shoot flames and metal shrapnel.
Government investigators believe many of the counterfeit bags come from China.
In U.S. federal court last year, a Chinese citizen was sentenced to 37 months for trafficking in
counterfeit air bags.

“The ultimate result of shielding men from the effects of folly, is to fill the world with fools.”
I wonder what Spencer would say about American consumers. Maybe nothing. Maybe something about
extinction.
—
*See “Counterfeit Air Bags Information”:
www.safercar.gov/Vehicle+Shoppers/Air+Bags/Counterfeit+Air+Bags+General+Information

436.
A Murder of Reports
October 11, 2012
This “tyranny of experts” (collective, like “murder of crows”) fighting over September's unemployment
statistics leaves me doubting the statistical impossibility of so many experts missing the point at the same
time. Our country, our people, are in a lot of trouble. Clear information can help nurse us back to health.
The clearer the information, the better and more useful.
Of course, it's possible I'm too careless with words like “our” and “us.” What if our experts and our people
actually live in different countries?
A wise old (89-year-old) friend said to me: “The President has a nice speaking voice and his ties are knotted
perfectly, but I'm not sure how this helps our country.”
This is the question Our experts should be asking—if they're worthy of the title.
One of my self-quotes has been attacked as “negative” but it's not:
“The purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when we're being
lied to.”
This is about happiness. Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. How can this be “negative”?
Have you ever wondered how many people, how many Americans, have died—literally died—because they
didn't know they were being lied to?
My favorite recent comment comes from former Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney, who said we don't
understand our own politics because we “can't imagine that amount of greed and willingness to kill.”
“Greed and willingness to kill.” Think about these qualities next time you're ready to pull the lever for
another Democrat or Republican.
Turning to today's trade report, finally: I'm at least happy the Census Bureau used the word “worsened” to
describe our behavior in August, clearly suggesting that trade deficits are not a good thing. Imagine!
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—August 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade
•
•

The Nation's international trade balance in goods and services worsened to -$44.2 billion in August
from -$42.5 billion in July (revised), as exports decreased more than imports.
Note that despite the global slowdown, our trade deficit with China is still on pace to shatter last
year's all-time record for worst trade deficit with a single country.

•

Note that the $2.2-billion increase in imports from Canada was led by “automobiles, parts,
accessories, and nonmonetary gold.”

I wonder what the experts are doing to protect themselves from the damage they're doing to the people?
Maybe they think our paths will never cross.

437.
MG Snubbed Again; EU Wins Peace Prize
October 12, 2012
Yesterday, I quoted myself as having said:
“The purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when we're being
lied to.”
Last night: the Biden-Ryan debate.
Today, even more evidence conclusively proving the existence of a super-top-secret world B-S-ocracy:
The European Union has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
(You think I make this stuff up?)
Related trivialities:
•
•
•

Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi never won a Nobel Peace Prize.
Barack “Drone” Obama won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2009.
(Then again, Alfred Nobel did invent dynamite.)

Current Google search results on keywords:
•
•
•

Biden Ryan debate lie: 42,000,000
Obama Romney debate lie: 221,000,000
European Union Nobel Peace Prize lie: 11,200,000

The Google results don't prove anything, of course, except that I'm having way too much fun and maybe, just
maybe:
It's getting even more impossible to fool all the people all the time.

438.
Follow the Yellow Brick Road
October 13, 2012
—from Eyes on Trade:
“Contrary to Obama's Claim, the Three U.S. Free Trade Agreements Passed a Year Ago Today Have
not Boosted U.S. Exports”
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2012/10/contrary-to-obamas-claim-the-three-us-free-tradeagreements-passed-a-year-ago-today-have-not-boosted.html
•
•

Republican nominee Mitt Romney, meanwhile, named further expansion of such trade pacts as the
second pillar of his U.S. jobs creation plan.
In a presidential campaign dominated by the urgent agenda of job creation, it is a sorry statement
about the domination of corporate money in American elections that both presidential candidates
would tout NAFTA-style deals that most Americans oppose and that already have begun to cost more
American jobs.

—to this from the European Commission:
“Industrial revolution brings industry back to Europe”
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/initiatives/mission-growth/index_en.htm
•
•
•
•

Europe needs to reindustrialise for the 21st century.
Europe's economy cannot survive without a strong and profoundly reshaped industrial base.
Currently industry accounts for about 16% of EU GDP.
The European Commission has set its goal that industry's share of GDP should be around 20% by
2020.

Note that in 2011, manufacturing accounted for 12.2% of U.S. GDP. In my candidacy speech, I said
“Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new wealth to pay for
everything our people need.” The European Commission apparently likes the idea, but you know how UnAmerican those Europeans are.
—to this from Marilyn Piety Foley, professor at Drexel University:
“On Wasting Your Vote”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/10/12/on-wasting-your-vote
•

The “lesser of two evils” argument is brilliant.

•

•
•
•
•
•

Give people two options, neither of which they find appealing, convince them that a third option, a
genuinely attractive one, is just not practicable and that they must thus choose between the bad and
the worse, and you'll be able to get them to choose something that they would never otherwise
choose.
Our choices are getting worse not better, and if we keep invoking the “lesser of the two evils” to
justify them, we are in effect, digging our own graves.
If we are ever going to see real political change . . . then we are going to have to be brave enough to
risk losing an election.
I . . . abhor cowardice. I'm not going to be intimidated into voting for a candidate I don't like by
threats of the “greater evil.”
Democracy, one of the crowning achievements of human history, is precisely the product of the
courage to act on one's conscience and that faith that others will do so as well.
If we've lost those things, then we will get the president we deserve.

—and finally, if I do say so myself, to this:

439.
Thos. Jefferson on Stupidity: “Feel It to Heal It”
October 14, 2012
From the Library of Congress, a private letter:
“Thomas Jefferson to Thomas Cooper, September 10, 1814”
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/mtj.mtjbib021836
A comparison of the conditions of Great Britain and the United States, which is the subject of your letter of
August 17th, would be an interesting theme indeed. . . .
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

The [British] aristocracy, which have the laws and government in their hands, have so managed them
as to reduce the third description [the pauper class, one-fifth of the whole] below the means of
supporting life, even by labor;
[Laborers] of great dexterity only can keep their ground, while those of less must sink into the class
of paupers. Nor is it manual dexterity alone, but the acutest resources of the mind also which are
impressed into this struggle for life;
[The poor] furnish materials for armies and navies to defend their country, exercise piracy on the
ocean, and carry conflagration, plunder and devastation, on the shores of all who endeavor to resist
their aggressions. A society thus constructed possesses certainly the means of defence.
But what does it defend? The pauperism of the lowest class, the abject oppression of the laboring,
and the luxury, the riot, the domination and the vicious happiness of the aristocracy.
In their hands, the paupers are used as tools to maintain their own wretchedness, and to keep down
the laboring portion by shooting them whenever the desperation produced by the cravings in their
stomachs drives them to riots.
[In America] we have no paupers.
The great mass of our population is of laborers; our rich, who can live without labor, either manual or
professional, being few, and of moderate wealth. Most of the laboring class possess property,
cultivate their own lands, have families, and from the demand for their labor are enabled to exact
from the rich and the competent such prices as enable them to be fed abundantly, clothed above mere
decency, to labor moderately and raise their families.
The wealthy, on the other hand, and those at their ease, know nothing of what the Europeans call
luxury. They have only somewhat more of the comforts and decencies of life than those who furnish
them.
Can any condition of society be more desirable than this?
Even [slaves] are better fed in these States, warmer clothed, and labor less than the journeymen and
day-laborers of England
In England, happiness is the lot of the aristocracy only.
But it is said they possess the means of defence, and that we do not. How so? Are we not men?
Yes; but our men are so happy at home that they will not hire themselves to be shot at for a shilling a
day. Hence, we can have no standing armies for defence, because we have no paupers to furnish the
materials.

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

The Greeks by their laws, and the Romans by the spirit of their people, took care to put into the hands
of their rulers no such engine of oppression as a standing army. Their system was to make every man
a soldier, and oblige him to repair to the standard of his country whenever that was reared. This
made them invincible; and the same remedy will make us so.
True, some of our public buildings have been burnt, and some scores of individuals on the tide-water
have lost their movable property and their houses. I pity them, and execrate the barbarians who
delight in unavailing mischief. But these individuals have their lands and their hands left. They are
not paupers, they still have better means of subsistence than 24/25 of the people of England.
. . . we think it more moral and more honorable to set a good example, than follow a bad one.
Let us pass to another subject. The crisis, then, of the abuses of banking has arrived. The banks have
pronounced their own sentence of death.
. . . by the dupery of our citizens, and tame acquiescence of our legislators, the nation is plundered of
two or three hundred millions of dollars, treble the amount of debt contracted in the Revolutionary
War, and which, instead of redeeming our liberty, has been expended on sumptuous houses,
carriages, and dinners.
. . . the dangers of a paper medium abandoned to the discretion of avarice and of swindlers. It is
impossible not to deplore our past follies, and their present consequences, but let them at least be
warnings against like follies in future.
Providence seems, indeed, by a special dispensation, to have put down for us, without a struggle, that
very paper enemy which the interest of our citizens long since required of ourselves to put down, at
whatever risk.
The moment is pregnant with futurity, and if not seized at once by Congress, I know not on what
shoal our bark is next to be stranded.

Anyone who thinks history is boring had bad teachers.

440.
Seafood & Pig Feces
October 15, 2012
Results of Globalization & Free Trade, Democrats & Republicans:
“Asian Seafood Raised on Pig Feces Approved for U.S. Consumers”
www.businessweek.com/news/2012-10-11/asian-seafood-raised-on-pig-feces-approved-for-u-dot-s-dotconsumers
•
•

“Many farmers have switched to feces and have stopped using commercial feed,” said Yang
Shuiquan, chairman of a government-sponsored aquaculture association.
About 27% of the seafood Americans eat comes from China.

“Corporate donors to both political parties love these [free trade] deals because they provide new investor
protections to offshore jobs and rights to import products that do not meet our safety standards.” — Lori
Wallach, Director of Public Citizen's Global Trade Watch
The good news, of course, is that free trade will level the playing field so the world's feces can meet U.S.
safety standards.
Not for nothing is this called “a race to the bottom.”

441.
Look Sharp, Feel Sharp
October 15, 2012
“U.S. homeowners sue banks over LIBOR rate”
www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2012/10/15/libor-foreclosure-mortgage-lawsuit.html
•
•

Although it has limited impact in Canada, variable-rate mortgages tied to LIBOR are common in the
United States.
A group of homeowners in the U.S. launched a class-action suit against some of the world's largest
banks, claiming the institutions' manipulation of the benchmark LIBOR rate made their mortgages
more expensive than they should have been.

“Private Equity Exposed: A Lawsuit Blows the Lid Off Shady Deals”
www.tnr.com/blog/plank/108521/private-equity-exposed-lawsuit-blows-the-lid-shady-deals
•
•
•

•

A federal judge in Boston has released court filings that were under seal in the class-action antitrust
lawsuit Dahl v. Bain Capital Partners, LLC.
This might seem like a fight between different types of investors and hence of limited real world
import. That view could not be more wrong.
Private equity firms concentrate enormous financial power in comparatively few hands. Compare
their $8 trillion in buying power with the roughly $16-trillion value of the U.S. stock markets at yearend 2011.
More Americans work for companies owned by private equity funds than belong to unions.

“The Myth of American Military Superiority”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/10/15/the-myth-of-american-military-superiority
•

•

The empty rhetoric that U.S. armed forces are the best masks serious problems that have been
festering for decades. All of it will continue until leaders emerge who understand that more money
has meant more decay, and less money can mean the start of reform.
For 31 years, author Winslow T. Wheeler worked on national security issues for U.S. senators from
both political parties and for the Government Accountability Office.

Please don't miss Thomas Jefferson's remarkable letter to Thomas Cooper. I've made it easy for you in the
conveniently bullet-pointed:
Thos. Jefferson on Stupidity: “Feel It to Heal It”
[FFC #439]

I think you'll be both shocked and encouraged.
Stay alert!

442.
A Curve Ball for the Candidates As They Prepare To Debate
China
October 16, 2012
I love this guy. The U.S. economy would thrive if Washington were Fingleton.
“A Curve Ball for the Candidates As They Prepare To Debate China”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CounterPunch has just published a highly contentious article arguing that American manufacturing is
NOT in decline.
Thus the U.S. should stop pestering China on trade, and Obama and Romney should presumably find
something else to talk about tonight.
CounterPunch contributor John V. Walsh writes, “Far from ‘losing’ manufacturing, the U.S. has seen
a steady rise for decades—even after the financial crisis of 2008.”
Obama is no fool. He would be laughed off the stage if he tried to argue that his administration has
achieved any sort of turnaround in manufacturing.
What's Walsh's evidence? It turns out he relies entirely on a chart at an obscure website—a chart
based on blatantly doctored data.
What are the facts? In 2011, manufacturing's share of GDP was 12.2%. In 1977, it was 23.6%.
If American manufacturers really do lead the world in automation, why doesn't this show in the place
where it really counts—the trade balance?
CounterPunch has a well-deserved reputation for its pluck in challenging conventional wisdom, but
Walsh's article on the decline of U.S. manufacturing has fallen far short of CounterPunch's usual
research standards.

Eamonn's article, lively and literate, can be found on his Forbes blog:
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/10/16/throwing-a-firecracker-into-the-presidential-debateabout-china
Good luck with the debate. Brace yourself with this archival-quality reality check from the League of
Women Voters:
“Statement by Nancy M. Neuman, President, League of Women Voters”
www.lwv.org/press-releases/statement-nancy-m-neuman-president-league-women-voters
•
•
•

Obviously the political parties have a huge stake in the outcome of debates and elections.
[A debate] agreement that we were told we had to sign . . . had been reached by the campaign
chairmen, and it spelled out everything.
We could sign their closed-door agreement and hope the event would rise above their manipulations.
Or we could refuse to lend our trusted name to this charade.

•

The League of Women Voters is announcing today [October 3, 1988] that we have no intention of
becoming an accessory to the hoodwinking of the American public.

443.
Voters in the Hands of an Angry God
October 17, 2012
Next time somebody asks me why I'm doing what I'm doing, I can assume they didn't watch last night's
debate.
To my dying breath—this I swear—I will fight to protect my fellow citizens from the likes of these two
candidates and the interests they represent.
Cowardice is what puts these people in office. Fear and cowardice. We get exactly the government we
deserve and our children do not.
If this be error and upon me proved, I never writ—
Nor no man ever loved his country.

444.
Is Romney really a job creator? (We know Obama’s not.)
October 17, 2012
This is not about Obama vs. Romney.
This is about real vs. fictitious economies—and real vs. fictitious citizens.
Both candidates represent the fictitious economy. The fictitious economy and its representatives both prey
on citizens who could know better.
“Mitt Romney: The Great Deformer”
“Is Romney really a job creator? Ronald Reagan's budget director, David Stockman, takes a scalpel to the
claims.”
Stockman's opening paragraph:
•

Bain Capital is a product of the Great Deformation. It has garnered fabulous winnings through
leveraged speculation in financial markets that have been perverted and deformed by decades of
money printing and Wall Street coddling by the Fed. So Bain's billions of profits were not rewards
for capitalist creation; they were mainly windfalls collected from gambling in markets that were
rigged to rise.

Stockman's penultimate paragraph:
•

The Bain Capital investments here reviewed accounted for $1.4 billion or 60 percent of the fund's
profits over 15 years, by my calculations. Four of them ended in bankruptcy; one was an inside job
and fast flip; one was essentially a massive M&A brokerage fee; and the seventh and largest gain—
the Italian job—amounted to a veritable freak of financial nature.

The rest can be read here:
•

Enjoy.

www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2012/10/14/david-stockman-mitt-romney-and-the-bain-drain.html

445.
Pickpockets and Noise
October 18, 2012
All these noisy, obnoxious Democrats and Republicans—financed by multinationals—spreading their lies
about America's economy.
Here, America can quietly tell her own story:
“U.S. Trade in Goods . . . 1960 – 2011”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/historical/goods.txt
How tragic to witness such a capable country not being allowed to work and produce.
After 37 consecutive years of losses totaling in the $ trillions, Obama and Romney strangely but predictably
agree: America needs even more free trade agreements.
This is the whole of it.

446.
A Few Thoughts from 1849 or 2012
October 19, 2012
When's the last time you read Civil Disobedience?
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

I find that the respectable man, so called, has immediately drifted from his position, and despairs of
his country, when his country has more reason to despair of him. He forthwith adopts one of the
candidates thus selected as the only available one, thus proving that he is himself available for any
purposes of the demagogue.
His vote is of no more worth than that of any unprincipled foreigner or hireling native, who may have
been bought. Oh for a man who is a man, and, as my neighbor says, has a bone in his back which
you cannot pass your hand through!
All men recognize the right of revolution; that is, the right to refuse allegiance to, and to resist, the
government, when its tyranny or its inefficiency are great and unendurable. But almost all say that
such is not the case now.
No man with a genius for legislation has appeared in America. They are rare in the history of the
world. There are orators, politicians, and eloquent men, by the thousand; but the speaker has not yet
opened his mouth to speak who is capable of settling the much-vexed questions of the day.
We love eloquence for its own sake, and not for any truth which it may utter, or any heroism it may
inspire. Our legislators have not yet learned the comparative value of free-trade and of freedom, of
union, and of rectitude, to a nation.
If we were left solely to the wordy wit of legislators in Congress for our guidance, uncorrected by the
seasonable experience and the effectual complaints of the people, America would not long retain her
rank among the nations.
If any think that their influence would be lost there, and their voices no longer afflict the ear of the
State, that they would not be as an enemy within its walls, they do not know by how much truth is
stronger than error, nor how much more eloquently and effectively he can combat injustice who has
experienced a little in his own person.
Cast your whole vote, not a strip of paper merely, but your whole influence. A minority is powerless
while it conforms to the majority; it is not even a minority then; but it is irresistible when it clogs by
its whole weight.
Even voting for the right is doing nothing for it. It is only expressing to men feebly your desire that it
should prevail. A wise man will not leave the right to the mercy of chance, nor wish it to prevail
through the power of the majority. There is but little virtue in the action of masses of men.
It is truly enough said that a corporation has no conscience; but a corporation of conscientious men is
a corporation with a conscience.
Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislator?
Why has every man a conscience, then?

“Let every man make known what kind of government would command his respect, and that will be one step
toward obtaining it.”

447.
Gas Prices History; Energetic Answers; Superb New Video
October 20, 2012
From April 1993 to October 2012:
“U.S. All Grades All Formulations Retail Gasoline Prices”
www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/hist/LeafHandler.ashx?n=PET&s=EMM_EPM0_PTE_NUS_DPG&f=W
—
From June 2011:
“Energy—Chapter 3 of 8, Bob Hall 2012 Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
[FFC #197]
•

“Frankly, we need some courage and adult responsibility in Washington.”

Did I really say that? I can't believe I said that.
I stand corrected—by election industry experts, no less—so here goes:
“Frankly, we need some fast talkers and slow thinkers in Washington.”
—
From the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth:
“Tuck Professor Richard D'Aveni comments on his new book Strategic Capitalism”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4L0WSSefHU
This video is worth six minutes of anybody's time.

448.
Senator George McGovern, September 1, 1970:
October 21, 2012
Mr. President, the vote we are about to cast could be one of the most significant votes Senators will ever cast.
I have lived with this vote night and day since last April 30—the day before the Cambodian invasion—the
day this amendment was first submitted.
I thank God this amendment was submitted when it was, because as every Senator knows, in the turbulent
days following the invasion of Cambodia and the tragedy at Kent State University, this amendment gave a
constructive rallying point to millions of anguished citizens across this war-weary land.
I believe that, along with the Cooper-Church amendment, the pending amendment helped to keep the Nation
from exploding this summer. It was the lode-star that inspired more mail, more telegrams, more eager young
visitors to our offices, more political action, and more contributions from doctors, lawyers, workers, and
housewives than any other initiative of Congress in this summer of discontent.
Now this question is about to be resolved. What is the choice it presents us? It presents us with an
opportunity to end a war we never should have entered. It presents us with an opportunity to revitalize
constitutional government in America by restoring the war powers the Founding Fathers obliged the
Congress to carry.
It gives us an opportunity to correct the drift toward one-man rule in the crucial areas of war and peace.
All my life, I have heard Republicans and conservative Democrats complaining about the growth of
centralized power in the Federal executive.
Vietnam and Cambodia have convinced me that the conservatives were right. Do they really believe their
own rhetoric? We have permitted the war power which the authors of the Constitution wisely gave to us as
the people's representatives to slip out of our hands until it now resides behind closed doors at the State
Department, the CIA, the Pentagon, and the basement of the White House. We have foolishly assumed that
war was too complicated to be trusted to the people's forum—the Congress of the United States. The result
has been the cruelest, the most barbaric, and the most stupid war in our national history.
Every Senator in this Chamber is partly responsible for sending 50,000 young Americans to an early grave.
This Chamber reeks of blood.
Every Senator here is partly responsible for that human wreckage at Walter Reed and Bethesda Naval and all
across our land—young men without legs, or arms, or genitals, or faces, or hopes.
There are not very many of those blasted and broken boys who think this war is a glorious venture.
Do not talk to them about bugging out, or national honor, or courage.

It does not take any courage at all for a Congressman or a Senator or a President to wrap himself in the flag
and say we are staying in Vietnam, because it is not our blood that is being shed.
But we are responsible for those young men and their lives and their hopes.
And if we do not end this damnable war, those young men will some day curse us for our pitiful willingness
to let the Executive carry the burden that the Constitution places on us.
So before we vote, let us ponder the admonition of Edmund Burke, the great parliamentarian of an earlier
day:
“A conscientious man would be cautious how he dealt in blood.”

449.
Angry Villagers: Forgotten Force of the Free Market
October 21, 2012
Back when I was in the ergonomics business, I'd sometimes describe my work as protecting people from the
“evils of technology”—somehow less jarring to my corporate clients than “political corruption and
lobbyists.”
One of my regular customers was a gigantic telecommunications firm—a pioneer in cell phone
manufacturing. I remember one of the engineers saying: “Do I use a mobile phone? Hell no. Those things
give you brain cancer.”
Another company insider confided: “No way would I ever use a mobile phone. I work in the insurance
department, so I see the claims.”
Oh yeah, I could tell you some stories. . . .
For now, for your consideration:
“Cancer cells: Italian court rules ‘mobile phones can cause brain tumors’”
www.rt.com/news/italy-phone-causes-tumor-840
•
•

In a landmark case, the Italian Supreme Court has ruled there is a causal link between mobile phone
use and brain tumors.
The ruling has set a precedent that could potentially trigger a deluge of lawsuits.

Notes:
•
•

Italy is not currently the world's leading producer of cell phones.
Italy is, however, poised to become the world's leading producer of angry villagers.

Human Beings: Forgotten Forces of the Free Market.
Sometimes the most important details are the ones the overconfident overlook.
Keep fighting. We're winning.
In the long run, we always do.

450.
Tonight’s Impending Infomercial of Presidential Proportions
October 22, 2012
Supposedly, tonight's debate will cover foreign policy; however, I predict:
•
•

The two-party system's multinational sponsors will (again) be test marketing, with Obama and
Romney pitching the same product in subtly different ways.
Neither candidate will put a sponsor, public or private, in harm's way.

In the attached single-page PDF [FFC #277], I briefly make fourteen points, culminating with:
•

Foreign Policy: Please see all of the above and remember that “foreign policy” is not synonymous
with “war.” Foreign policy is a way of being in the world.

Frankly, I don't admire Obama's or Romney's way of being in the world.
I can't imagine the world does, either.

451.
TV Viewing Time and Reduced Life Expectancy
October 23, 2012
I suspect the danger is consistent across channels.
“Television viewing time and reduced life expectancy: a life table analysis”
www.bjsm.bmj.com/content/46/13/927.full
•
•

Every single hour of TV viewed after the age of 25 reduces the viewer's life expectancy by 22
minutes.
The average loss of life due to the smoking of a single cigarette has been estimated at 11 minutes.

Just last night, I watched a Democrat and a Republican bilaterally forbid the sun to ever set on the American
Empire.

452.
“Killed for Organs”—& More!
October 24, 2012
Back in June, I wrote an essay called “Learn about life in China before you choose it for your children” that
wound up making the rounds. You can Google it, or read the uncensored original here:
[FFC #330]
My second-to-final sentence was:
•

“If we're going to surrender to the People's Republic, and be absorbed (at best) into their communist
dictatorship, then we should probably know a little something about their ways—and where we're
headed.”

Earlier in the essay, I said:
•

“Every time we buy something made or grown in a foreign country, we support that country of origin
and deprive our own United States. We serve their culture, their values, and we neglect our own. It's
a form of treason: a way of saying we want the foreign country to succeed and America to fail.”

And I asked:
•

“Will future generations of Americans be able to forgive us?”

Now before you answer this question, please watch:
“Killed for Organs: China's Secret State Transplant Business”
www.ntdtv.org/en/news/china/2012-10-21/killed-for-organs-china-s-secret-state-transplant-business.html
Know that I had some very good reasons for writing:
“China: A determined adversary, the People's Republic of China—clever, cruel, unscrupulous—does not
share our language, history, or values.”
And:

The reader is invited to usefully compare my portrait with those of Baby Barack and Baby Mitt to decide
which candidate has the innate, constitutional courage and intelligence to guide our country—
and whup those two imposters with one chubby little hand tied behind his back.

453.
la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la. . . .
October 25, 2012
With all respect due the President, I cannot respect the President. Neither can most of the rest of the country,
and if most of the rest of the country had a brain in its head, Barack Obama would be easy to depose. But
the two-party/one-pocket plutocrats are happy with Barack Obama, so they protect their investment by
offering us Mitt Romney.
“Mitt Romney's Bailout Bonanza”
www.thenation.com/article/170644/mitt-romneys-bailout-bonanza
•

Romney has done a good job of concealing, until now, the fact that he and his wife, Ann, personally
gained at least $15.3 million from the [auto] bailout—and a few of Romney's most important Wall
Street donors made more than $4 billion.

Next, some more about our national delirium. I'll highlight the author's top and bottom paragraphs, with a
link to the meaty middle.
“America's dangerous fantasy land”
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/10/25/americas_dangerous_fantasy_land
•

•

Perhaps the most disappointing aspect of this year's presidential election campaign has been the
extent to which American mythology and self-deception have prevented an honest discussion of
issues and forced us into false choices.
We are living in a fantasy land in the United States. Our political discussion is constricted within the
walls of the fantasy and is increasingly meaningless and irrelevant to the rest of the world and to our
very real problems.

What—will someone please tell me?—would Persia do with a nuclear bomb, other than give foreign bullies
a chance to reconsider?

454.
As the Grip Slips
October 26, 2012
“There have been tyrants and murderers, and for a time they seem invincible, but in the end, they always
fall. Think of it: always.”*
Never mind what Napoleon might have done with a railroad. What about Gandhi with an Internet?
“Why Silvio Berlusconi's jail sentence matters, even though he won't serve it”
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/oct/26/silvio-berlusconi-jail-sentence-matters
•

In normal times, Italians are pretty fatalistic about the sleaze that oozes out of their institutions. But
these are not normal times. After more than a decade of virtually no economic growth, rounded off
by the crisis in the eurozone, they are beginning to feel real financial pain. And they are not at all
amused to read of lawmakers with eight houses and governors taking Caribbean holidaymakers paid
for by their businessmen chums, let alone regional ministers in thrall to organised criminals.

“China Blocks Web Access to Times After Article”
www.nytimes.com/2012/10/26/world/asia/china-blocks-web-access-to-new-york-times.html
•

The Chinese government swiftly blocked access Friday morning to the English-language and
Chinese-language Web sites of The New York Times from computers in mainland China in response
to an article in both languages describing wealth accumulated by the family of the country's prime
minister.

We the People have all the ingredients—the tools, information, purpose, and freedom—we need to win back
our country.
Add a dash of effort. Stir. Watch them fall.
Think of it.
—
*Attributed to Mohandas K. Gandhi

.

455.
Deficits; Hypocrisy, Treason; Two-Party Tool
October 27, 2012
So much. Where to begin?
Deficits:
The public debate, increasingly confident, is increasingly insane. While it's true that currency issuers and
currency users can abide by different rules, it helps to understand what these rules are—and the partisans and
lobbies aren't helping us. In my candidacy speech, I said: “A nation's standard of living must be supported
by a standard of productivity.” Exceptions exist, of course—Monaco comes to mind—but this is still a
practical bit of rhetoric on my part. What gives any nation “reserve currency” status, privilege, and
responsibility? What keeps just any nation from issuing currency in the $ trillions? The U.S. can
responsibly issue as many dollars as it wants—if the new dollars are matched by trust. Unless the value of
the U.S. economy's basic derivative—the dollar bill—is derived from something users believe to be real,
they will not trust it. Gold reserves are unnecessary, arguably arbitrary. Armies have been of limited and
self-defeating use. Real economic productivity—manufacturing, agriculture, natural resources—best serves
the American people. This might be our biggest deficit problem: by surrendering our real economy, we've
surrendered the right to intelligently discuss deficits.
Hypocrisy, Treason:
“Boeing invites suppliers to conference on outsourcing to Mexico”
www.seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2019526318_boeingoutsource26.html
•

Note that Boeing CEO Jim McNerney, formerly president of GE Asia Pacific, is currently chairman
of President Obama's Export Council.

“Romney's Other Credibility Problem: Glenn Hubbard”
www.huffingtonpost.com/charles-ferguson/glenn-hubbard-romney-campaign_b_2029609.html
•

Romney's chief economic advisor has long advocated policies that Wall Street loves, often without
disclosing that he is, in fact, highly paid by Wall Street.

Two-Party Tool:
“The Digital Campaign”
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/digital-campaign
•

It's an endless feedback loop, channeling data back to the campaigns for them to learn even more
about us, and refine their pitches further.

•

There's this concern that having such focused laser targets isn't necessarily good for democracy, that
you're not actually building more people into the system, you're just targeting people that you really
need.

456.
Everything I’m Wearing Was Made in USA
October 28, 2012
We're gaining ground, at least:
“AAFA Releases ApparelStats 2012 Report” / “AAFA Releases ShoeStats 2012 Report”
www.wewear.org/aafa-releases-apparelstats-2012-report / www.wewear.org/aafa-releases-shoestats-2012report
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In 2011, domestic apparel manufacturing grew 11.1%.
Domestic production's share of the U.S. apparel market grew to 2.3%.
That is, 97.7% of all apparel sold in the U.S. was manufactured in foreign countries.
In 2011, domestic footwear manufacturing grew 7.9%.
Domestic production's share of the U.S. footwear market grew to 1.4%.
That is, 98.6% of all footwear sold in the U.S. was manufactured in foreign countries.
AAFA President Kevin Burke says: “Nearly 3 million U.S. apparel industry workers and more than 1
million footwear industry workers count on trade for their jobs.”
AAFA adds: “To continue supporting more than one million American jobs related directly to the
U.S. footwear industry and the countless others supported by the industry, the U.S. government must
continue to reduce barriers to trade, including the immediate congressional passage of the Affordable
Footwear Act. This common sense legislation would eliminate the hidden and regressive import
taxes that only drive up the prices on low-cost and children's shoes. Its passage directly benefits
hardworking American families and supports jobs here in the United States while continue [sic] to
protect the remaining footwear manufacturers in the United States.”

Got that?
Please Google “American-made goods” or “College Girl, Economy, Jobs” and remember:
“The purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when we're being
lied to.”
Of course, it doesn't take a college degree to know when offshore producers are lying.

457.
Last Night’s 60 Minutes on CBS
October 29, 2012
Twelve-minute segment on American jobs lost to offshoring:
“The death and life of Asheboro, N.C.”
www.cbsnews.com/8301-18560_162-57541484/the-death-and-life-of-asheboro-n.c.
Worth watching, I think, but CBS left out some awfully important details:
•
•
•
•

Asheboro is home to a Walmart Supercenter Store.
In fact, there are currently 10 Walmart Supercenter Stores within 28 miles of Asheboro.
Ramseur, though abandoned, is conveniently located midway between two Walmart Supercenter
Stores: Asheboro #1132 and Siler City #2845.
Altogether, there are 18 Walmart stores within 38 miles of Asheboro.

We aren't helplessly watching our home towns turn into ghost towns. We're making it happen. We vote
with our dollars. I can't stand Walmart, but it's not hard to understand why they do what they do. What is
hard to understand is why any American consumer would help them do it.

458.
Fisheye View: 10/29/2012
October 29, 2012

www.clowncrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/pig.jpg

459.
I’d Call This Video a “Must-See”
October 29, 2012
“Koch Brothers and the Road to Citizens United”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=767&Itemid=74&jumival=9023
One of my favorite quotes:
•

And the Democrats didn't complain, because it was a trade, it was a deal, as you'll read. And trueblue Democrats might be upset to hear this, but Bill Clinton apparently had taken not a small amount
of change from his billionaires called the Riady family. They're not American citizens. He met
ninety-five times with them in the White House. This means he met with Chinese billionaires more
often than his own daughter Chelsea. And apparently money went into the Clinton campaign and
other favors were done by the Riadys—big favors for the Clintons. That's a real impeachable
offense. Forget the stains-on-dresses stuff. This was really impeachable. And Trent Lott told
Senator Thompson: “We don't do the Riadys and Clinton, and they don't do the Kochs.”

No President has damaged the U.S. economy more than Bill Clinton, and no U.S. President has personally
grown wealthier in the process. But this is about the Koch brothers. Libertarians and think-tankers are
reminded that the Cato Institute used to be called the Charles Koch Foundation.

460.
Please Don’t Vote For Me Next Week
October 30, 2012
I had to choose between (a) working to get votes and (b) working to help my fellow citizens.
I chose (b). I will always choose (b). I dedicated my life to (b) long before I ever considered politics.
We'll have more volunteers for 2016—people who have not yet begun to fight—to help with votes and ballot
access while I continue to be (b).
In 2012, however, I'm not officially recognized, so a write-in vote for me will be wasted.
Please don't waste your vote. Invest in the best people, no matter what the odds—just like the Founding
Fathers did.
Just like someone once did for you.

461.
Hurricanes, Italy, China, Globalists & Gamblers—Nothing
We Can’t Handle
October 31, 2012
1.
Our fragile economy has taken a poorly timed beating from Hurricane Sandy. The more American-made
products we buy—the more foreign-made products we reject—the faster and stronger our recovery. Rally
'round the flag, boys, rally 'round the kids.
2.
A well-timed, poorly titled video:
“Chinese knock off 'Made in Italy' brand name”
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540#49380158
Hand-picked highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

“Made in Italy” fashion and design is a thirty-billion-dollar-a-year export business. To understand it,
go to Prato, the center of Italian textile production since the Renaissance.
Throughout Prato's Chinatown, the walls are covered with phone numbers. These are “help wanted”
ads. You lose one job, just call another.
The Italians never wanted it this way, but they are the ones who started the Chinese immigration.
Prato was in decline. European labor was getting “too expensive” and Prato couldn't compete.
In 1989, Prato's textile merchants brought in 38 workers from one of the poorest sections of China,
known for its textiles.
The mayor's office estimates that there are now 50,000 Chinese in Prato—nearly 1 in 3 residents—
and most of the locals can't stand it.
Bigoted though it may sound, Massimo Bernocchi blames the Chinese government for what's
happened in Prato, and says it should be a warning to every industry in the West:
“Beijing is taking over all of Europe, not just Prato. Go to Madrid. Go to Paris. They are fighting a
war with the West. They’re not fighting with weapons. They're fighting with the economy.”
The natives of Prato are devoted to their legacy and wistful for the prosperity of the '60s and '70s—
before the Chinese came.
It's all about the future. Tuscany offers more opportunity, a better climate, and freedom from China's
“one child” policy.
These are the new Italians. In Prato, the Chinese call Italians “foreigners.”
“Globalization has put Prato in danger. If they're taking over, anything they're taking over, it's the
Italians who allow them to take over,” says Agnese Morganti, co-author of a book on young Prato
Chinese.
“They're buying anything the Italians are willing to sell them.”

3.
Quite possibly the perfect morning-after gift for next Wednesday. Please discard any previous editions of
Fear-Fallen Children and replace them with the attached update—new Contact Information for the 2016
campaign, 531 pages and 460 episodes . . . and counting . . . so far.
I'm alive to tell you that one person can make a difference.
“Bob Hall 2016” bumper stickers are being manufactured—in the Midwest heartland, on American-made
stock—at this very moment.

462.
Like Lemmings to the Flame, It’s Always the Same. . . .
November 1, 2012
Amazing how compelling we find these “Lesser-of-Evils-vs.-Greater-of-Con-Men” campaigns, we American
voters. Anyway—no rant—I just wanted to send you this enlightening behind-the-scenes article on so-called
“free trade” agreements from Eyes on Trade.
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2012/10/halloween-start-for-panama-fta-means-tricks-no-treats-for99-as-panama-makes-top-tax-haven-list-and-.html
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

Panama's tiny economy is smaller than that of Columbia, South Carolina.
As the U.S. government struggles to close its budget deficit, the Panama Free Trade Agreement
restricts U.S. policies now available to counter tax evasion by U.S. firms and wealthy individuals
who move their money to Panama.
The free trade pact also empowers firms incorporated in Panama, including offshored U.S.
corporations, to use international tribunals to demand U.S. taxpayer compensation over U.S. policies,
such as anti-tax-evasion measures, that the firms claim undermine their “reasonable expectations [of
profit].”
It's a sorry statement about the power of corporate campaign money that both candidates support a
pact with the hemisphere's leading tax haven.
Congress passed the Panama FTA despite opposition from two out of three House Democrats and
despite U.S. public opinion polling that revealed FTA opposition as the dominant position of
Democrats and Republicans alike.
Since then, the U.S. government has pressured Panama to provide large U.S. pharmaceutical firms
with new monopoly patent protections that increase medicine prices.
Panama is home to one corporation for every nine Panamanians.
The Panama Free Trade Agreement's investment and financial services provisions bar the U.S.
government from limiting U.S. corporations' transactions with Panama-based subsidiaries, while
granting the subsidiaries the right to directly challenge the U.S. government in foreign tribunals for
U.S. regulations to rein in tax evasion.
The Korea FTA was passed the same day as the Panama FTA. Our trade deficit with Korea has
soared by 34%, costing thousands of U.S. jobs.

If anyone knows for sure which official candidate—Obama or Romney—would be less destructive to the
real U.S. economy, please G-mail me at BobHall2016.

463.
Not credible. More later. . . .
November 2, 2012
More later. . . .
ShadowStats just posted:
•

Today's employment/unemployment numbers were not credible, and detail will follow in today's
Commentary, which will be published late today or overnight due to the extensive amount of writing
involved.

I'll keep you posted. Should be fun.
To continue:
In his lively article “Is Housing About to Tank?” Mike Whitney reports:
www.counterpunch.org/2012/10/26/is-housing-about-to-tank
•

The Commerce Department reported that sales of new homes increased 5.7% to 389,000 in
September. In reality, only 31,000 actual new homes were sold across the entire U.S. This is the
same number that was sold in August and down from the 35,000 units sold in May. The entire 5.7%
increase was due to seasonal adjustments in government data.

Hmmm. This could undermine the jobs report.
Concluding:
“Fitch Downgrades Sharp Six Levels to Junk on Survival Doubts”
www.businessweek.com/news/2012-11-01/sharp-widens-full-year-loss-forecast-to-record-5-dot-6-billion
Sharp Electronics Corporation, I suspect, has fallen victim to “China's” currency manipulation—“China's” in
quotation marks because so few multinational corporations and banks have any financial interest whatsoever
in curbing this manipulation, which would benefit American exporters with a lower (not “weaker,” damn it)
dollar and, for this discussion, Japanese exporters with a lower (not “weaker,” etc.) yen. Because so many
fans of the real U.S. economy are now protesting China's currency manipulation, China, it appears, has
gotten even sneakier. To wit:
•
•

Our U.S. Treasury reports that China's holdings of U.S. Treasury securities have been decreasing,
while Japan's holdings have increased dramatically.
I like to note that Japan has the world's highest debt-to-GDP ratio.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Depending on the source—Chinese vs. Japanese—China's 2011 holdings of Japanese government
bonds were up sharply (says China) or down slightly (says Japan).
Is someone prevaricating? Is it possible that Japan doesn't really know where the money is coming
from?
U.S. Treasury figures show that almost every foreign holder of U.S. Treasury securities increased
their holdings in 2011 and 2012—with China and Britain as noteworthy conspicuous exceptions.
Japan's Ministry of Finance has reported a conspicuous spike in UK purchases of Japanese
government bonds.
It appears that some not-so-scary countries are serving as proxies for China.
Bottom line: China escapes detection while continuing to manipulate currencies and cripple
manufacturing rivals.

Is this all too complicated for Washington, DC to follow? Maybe, but I'm willing to bet that Treasury
Secretary Geithner has a clue—and I'm sure he'll keep looking the other way.
Why not? He's got his.
And his have theirs.
They got it from us.
More later. . . .

464.
22.9% More About The Official Unemployment Report
November 3, 2012
This just in from the Shadow Government Statisticians:
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-479-presidential-election-hurricane-sandy-october-employment-andunemployment
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Official U-3 Unemployment Rate for October 2012: 7.9%—worse than September's 7.8%.
U-6 Unemployment Rate: 14.6%— better than September's 14.7%.
SGS Unemployment Rate: 22.9%—worse than September's 22.8%.
The ShadowStats SGS rate includes America's long-term (over one year) unemployed and
discouraged workers, who were legislated out of existence by the Clinton Administration in 1994 and
are filed under “Not in Labor Force.”
[Bill Clinton's economy was—shall we say?—“naive” as Bill Clinton. We're still paying the price
while he roams free.]
October jobs and unemployment numbers are artifacts of a broken reporting system and/or direct
manipulation.
With consistent seasonal adjustments, October jobs gain would have been about 117,000 instead of
171,000.
It is not illegal for an administration to manipulate its economic reporting.

From the St. Louis Federal Reserve:
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/UEMPMEAN
•

Average (Mean) Duration of Unemployment: 40.2 weeks—more agonizing than September's 39.8
weeks.

From the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics:
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t17.htm
•
•
•
•
•

Goods-producing jobs: 21,000 added in October.
[These typically create wealth.]
Private service-providing jobs: 163,000 added in October.
[These typically do not create wealth.]
“Food services and drinking places” jobs: 22,900 added in October.

In no way is this message intended to endorse either one of the official multinational puppets as capable of
not making our real economy worse than it already is.
Forced, at gunpoint, to choose between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney—

I'd take my chances on the bullet.

465.
NYT Best Seller Offered Free Of Charge Before Election
November 3, 2012
I've never met investigative reporter Greg Palast, nor have I read his books, but I liked his last interview
enough to call it a “Must-See” and send you the link on 10/29.
You might think about Greg's offer:
“Starting Today: No Charge for My Bestselling Book. No Joke.”
www.gregpalast.com/starting-today-no-charge-for-my-bestselling-book-no-joke
•

For the last few days leading up to the election, you can download a complete copy of my New York
Times bestselling book Billionaires & Ballot Bandits: How to Steal an Election in 9 Easy Steps.

There are very few reporters left in the world. We can't afford to let them become extinct.

466.
Both Candidates Promise To:
November 4, 2012
Now that foreign interests and multinational corporations are funding America's two-party system:
•
•
•
•

•

Both candidates promise to increase trade—not balance trade.
Both candidates promise to increase exports—not reduce imports or increase net exports.
Both candidates promise to keep the U.S. dollar “strong”—not useful, effective, or competitive.
Both candidates promise to get tough with China and currency manipulation—not with the campaign
contributors who benefit from China's currency manipulation, which functions by making the U.S.
dollar “stronger” and foreign goods therefore less expensive, thus also crippling our ability to
compete in trade.
Both candidates promise more trade agreements—not fair, balanced, transparent trade to benefit
America's working and middle classes.

Sound familiar?
Here's an excellent video to tell you how we're being sold out:
“TPP secrets: Obama covertly handing more power to corporations”
www.economyincrisis.org/content/tpp-secrets-obama-covertly-handing-more-power-to-corporations
—
You know, it's gotten to where I can't tell one puppet from another anymore. They all sound the same to me.

467.
Taxpayers on Hooks; United States v. Obama, Romney &
Co.
November 4, 2012
Gretchen Morgenson:
“One Safety Net That Needs to Shrink”
www.nytimes.com/2012/11/04/business/one-safety-net-that-needs-to-shrink.html
•

•
•
•
•

Election Day is upon us, and neither President Obama nor Mitt Romney has really addressed one of
the nation's most pressing economic issues: the risk that one day taxpayers might have to bail out
swashbuckling financial institutions again.
Many Americans probably think the Dodd-Frank financial reform law will protect taxpayers from
future bailouts. Wrong.
In fact, Dodd-Frank actually widened the federal safety net for big institutions.
Under that law, eight more giants were granted the right to tap the Federal Reserve for funding when
the next crisis hits.
In other words, these lucky eight got the best of both worlds: access to the Fed's money and no
penalty for failure.

It should be noted that American taxpayers are also on the hook for the Fed's blank checks to Europe, and for
the happiness of our global competitors. Free trade agreements are allowing foreign and multinational
corporations to seek compensation from U.S. taxpayers when U.S. policies interfere with their “reasonable
expectations” of profit.
This is the real redistribution, my friends: from you, me, and the bottom 99% to Obama, Romney & Co.
Obama, Romney & Company PRC
We can safely retire the Left-vs.-Right model now that Left and Right have merged. American politics are
better understood as Up vs. Down—not Left vs. Right or Democrats vs. Republicans.
We must vote—vote and encourage everyone we know to vote, especially our unemployed family members
and friends.
The unemployed tend not to vote, which is really tragic. They usually know more about economics than
people who still have their jobs.

468.
U.S. Ranking Slips; Chicago Man Votes Twice in Patriotic
Effort
November 5, 2012
The newly published Legatum Prosperity Index (www.prosperity.com) calls itself “a unique global inquiry
into wealth and well-being.” Countries are evaluated in eight areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Economy
Entrepreneurship & Opportunity
Governance
Education
Health
Safety & Security
Personal Freedom
Social Capital

Of 142 countries, Norway ranked #1. The United States ranked #12.
But here's something the globalists won't tell you:
Last year, Norway had a trade surplus of $13,000 per Norwegian. The U.S. had a trade deficit of $1,800 per
American.
Real wealth can indeed buy well-being—all eight categories of it.
Tomorrow, Americans will elect as President a man whose sponsors earn their pay by deepening the U.S.
trade deficit.
Tomorrow, I will protest this two-party/one-pocket tyranny by voting twice.
Once in a voting booth. Again at a cash register, when I buy something Made in USA.
Please vote—tomorrow and every day until we vote the offshore producers and foreign interests out of
American government.

469.
We Start Today
November 7, 2012
You and I are the future of American politics.
No democrats. No republicans. No electoral colleges. No billion-dollar campaigns.
You, Me, and the twenty-first century.
Modern tools, ancient reasons.
We will make mistakes, but limiting ourselves will not be one of them.
You and I are the future of American politics.
We start today.

470.
Dollar-for-Dollar, Your Best Deal in Prosperity and Future
Presidents
November 7, 2012
Billions upon billions were invested in 2012 political campaigns. For whose benefit? How much benefit has
your family derived from these campaigns—or from the two-party candidates?
I know some good men who were crushed by landslides yesterday. They played by the rules—rules written,
for all practical purposes, by the people they were trying to replace. They started small, with reasonable
goals, spent a lot of time and money on votes, and then lost. Their messages, typically confined by
constituencies, will be lost as well—if not already abandoned the moment our reform-minded candidates
accepted the terms offered by the system.
We can't change any system by playing the system's game—no more than we can globalize by globalist rules
and reasonably profit.
I ask you to consider what benefits you—and our country—have derived from my efforts. I think you'll
agree that, dollar-for-dollar, I'm your best deal in prosperity and future Presidents.
Please know that I don't get paid for any of this, so my fans know I have no financial incentive to mislead
them.
On the contrary. As readers know from the always-free Fear-Fallen Children and its Confucian epigraph:
•

“When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be ashamed of
yourself. When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.” — Confucius, Analects

I've long been committed to not being ashamed of myself, to feeling what our people are feeling, indeed to
declining as my country declines. If my personal experience doesn't mirror the experience of my fellow
American citizens, how can I possibly represent them? How can I help them?
That said, and still worth more alive than dead, I'll make you an offer:
Help keep this faithful servant alive and I will continue to give my life to you and your children.
I'd do it anyway, but with four years and a tough road ahead, I could use some help.
Money:
You can make a contribution (legally: “a non-tax-deductible payment or gift”) using:
•

PayPal—and my campaign e-mail address BobHall2016@Gmail.com

•
•

WePay—where the account BobHall2016@Gmail.com can be located with
https://www.wepay.com/donations/BobHall2016
Check—payable to Robert Hall and mailed to the postal address displayed on my Facebook
campaign page: PO Box 59288, Schaumburg, IL, 60159

Please identify yourself clearly. I will accept money only from U.S. citizens. I will not accept money from
corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
People:
•

The more, the better, the merrier. Please ask your friends to subscribe to
DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com and help spread the word.

Thank you!

471.
September Trade Report: U.S. Deficit with China Exceeded
50% of Total
November 8, 2012
This morning from the U.S. Census Bureau:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services, September 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade
•
•
•
•
•
•

The nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased by $2.3 billion to $41.5 billion
in September from $43.8 billion in August (revised), as exports increased more than imports.
The August to September increase in exports of goods was led by industrial supplies and materials at
$3.4 billion.
That is, we sell supplies and materials to foreign manufacturers, and then they. . . .
The August to September increase in imports of goods was led by consumer goods at $2.7 billion.
Our September goods deficit with the People's Republic of China was $29 billion—the second-worst
in history and just shy of July's $29.4 billion.
In September, our goods deficit with the People's Republic of China represented more than 50% of
our total goods deficit, including oil.

So, yes, the trade deficit decreased in September, BUT. . . .
. . . while our country is still leaderless on the single most important issue.
President John F. Kennedy said the two things he feared most were nuclear war and trade deficits.
To this day, no nuclear weapon can match our trade deficit for destructive power.
If President Kennedy knew what was in store for Americans, he wouldn't have lost so much sleep over
Russians.

472.
Forget Everything You Thought You Knew About. . . .
November 8, 2012
Rich, fascinating, informative—from The American Conservative and a global trade expert who spent 27
years in Japan:
“Japan's Bad Trade: Why won't anyone talk about Tokyo's auto protectionism?”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/japans-bad-trade
From the concluding paragraph:
•
•

If Japan deserves to be considered a U.S. ally, why has it worked so assiduously, under clear
government leadership, to hollow out one key U.S. industry after another?
And why has it, contrary to its claims to have embraced Western values, resorted to such elaborate
measures to suppress Western comment on its policies?

Good questions.
To follow my friend Fingleton on Forbes:
http://blogs.forbes.com/eamonnfingleton
To follow your Uncle President on Facebook:

473.
A Word So Big That Its Weight Must Be Shared
November 10, 2012
People suck.
Which is another way of saying I like the idea of people better than the actual experience of people—with
the exception of innocent children, who if you ask me all deserve better parents.
You might think that children—or the experience of once having been a child—would teach us something
about innocence, but it seems the enduring lesson here is mostly one of blame.
Thus rough-shaped, we grow predictably so, perhaps even marrying to blame: uncapped toothpaste tubes,
forgone opportunities—life is less intolerable in the company of indentured scapegoats.
Television—that is, the actual experience of television—can offer some useful examples. Other than the
obvious so-called “news” programming, “entertainment” consistently and profitably exploits this primal,
eternal question:
“Who did it?”
We choose leaders and cast votes in consideration of our own shame, and—in theory, at least—it's harder to
blame a decent politician. To earn our support, the aspiring leader must demonstrate his inferiority. He must
flatter; he must proclaim our American virtues loudly enough to grant us immunity. We know he's lying; we
know he's a stupid, vain, selfish man of low character.
He's a keeper. Our job is done; when something goes wrong, it can be his fault.
We choose our political affiliations, we choose between aspiring leaders of equivalent inferiority, in very
much the same way.
Which party or candidate is not pointing a finger at me? Which party or candidate just “feels” most familiar?
For what it's worth: in casual observation, I've seen more people on the political Left wishing their mothers
would fix things; on the political Right, their fathers.
Of course, joining others in mental conformity helps us to avoid blame—anonymity in numbers and all that.
I'm not much impressed when politicians “take responsibility” for something gone awry. We pay them good
money to take blame, not responsibility, darn it; and besides, if they were truly capable of taking
responsibility, there wouldn't be any room left for blame.
Unfortunately, for most social purposes, “responsibility” is a much bigger word than “blame”—a word so
big, one might quip, that its weight must be shared.

By now, on some level, we all know what's wrong with our economy—and that every last one of us, to some
degree, has been part of the problem.
Instead of paying elected inferiors—politicians for whom we have nothing but contempt and votes—to take
the blame for our self-destruction so that we might continue undeterred, what if we took—and shared—some
sane-adult responsibility for our own well-being?
I know a lot of good people who support our economy by supporting American manufacturers, by
purchasing American-made goods, and by boycotting products made offshore.
Come to think of it, I know a lot of really good people who don't suck. They're actually first-rate, stand-up
American citizens, parents, and role models.
Well I'll be. . . .
Maybe there is some hope for this country, after all.

474.
Does Anyone Know How To Spell “Boycott”?
November 10, 2012
It's not complicated, no matter what they say.
Don't help them hurt you.
“Popular Wrench Fights a Chinese Rival”
www.nytimes.com/2012/11/09/business/popular-wrench-fights-a-chinese-rival.html
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The Bionic Wrench was greeted with enthusiasm at trade shows and in industrial design
competitions, and the company survived the downturn in 2008.
Mr. Brown resisted overtures from large chain stores that wanted to sell the tool under their
proprietary brand, he said, and rejected the lure of cheaper manufacturing in China.
“I was raised a different way,” he said.
[Please note that Mr. Brown is 56. When he was a kid, the American economy was healthy, wealthy,
wise, and nationalistic.]
Mr. Brown sees a broader issue than just the fate of his wrench.
“Our situation is an example of why we're not getting jobs out of innovation,” he said. “When people
get the innovation, the go right offshore. What happened to me is what happened to so many people
so many times, and we just don't talk about it.”
The Sears Holdings Company, which owns the Craftsman brand, declined multiple requests to
comment on the Bionic Wrench or the Max Axess Wrench.
The company would not answer questions about patent infringement or the volume of sales.

Take a stand—now—or lie down and die.
Forever.
Beijing is playing for keeps.
Washington is just playing.

475.
Economist Fires Greenspan, Vindicates Healthy Skepticism
November 11, 2012
Michael Hudson's courage and integrity should disqualify him from economics, academics, and polite
company. This time: his take on why Romney/Ryan lost on purpose. Whatever you think about Hudson's
politics, you have to admit: any man who once fired Alan Greenspan can't be all bad.
“Obama Wins for Whom?”
www.michael-hudson.com/2012/11/obama-wins-for-whom
Selected edits:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The Democrats could not have won so handily without the Citizens United ruling.
Orchestrating the election like a World Wrestling Federation melodrama, the Tea Party's sponsors
threw billions of dollars into the campaign to cast the President's party in the role of “good cop.”
It was that way throughout the country. Republicans are pretending to wring their hands at their
defeat.
Obama's two presidential victories represent an object lesson about how the 1% managed to avoid
rescuing the economy—and especially his own constituency—from today's rush of wealth to the top.
Future political annalists will see this delivery of his voters to his Wall Street campaign contributors
as his historical role.
If the Republican accusations are correct in accusing President Obama of steering America along the
“European” course, it is not really socialism. It is neoliberal financial austerity, Greek style.
Obama's political genius was to avoid [ . . . ] and nonetheless keep his “street cred” as paladin
defending the 99% rather than the 1%.
He rescued the financial sector and the 1%, and sponsored the Republican privatization of health care
instead of the public option, and to take $13 trillion onto the government balance sheet in the form of
junk mortgages, largely fraudulent loans held by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac ($5.2 trillion alone)
and other casino capitalist gambles gone bad.
Mr. Obama was Wall Street's white knight.
As a Blue Dog Democrat, how was President Obama made to look better than the alternative?
The answer is clear by looking at the alternatives being offered. The Republicans have played ball.
They call him a socialist. . . .
Big fish eat little fish, and the 1% are devouring the 99%. Those who describe how this is happening
are accused of class war.
It is not the old fashioned class war of industry against employees. It is a war of finance against the
entire economy.
Instead of breaking up the banks, the five largest “Too Big to Fail” banks have grown even larger.
With support from the White House, they used their TARP bailout money to buy smaller banks,
turning the financial sector into a vast monopoly that is busy privatizing the election process so as to
hold the government hostage.
The essence of being a politician today [is] to deliver one's constituency of voters to the campaign
contributors.

•

•
•
•
•

“By their fruits ye shall know them.” The Democrats took labor unions, minorities and middle class
voters for granted because they had nowhere else to go, thanks to Mitt Romney giving Mr. Obama
wide room to move to the right wing of the political spectrum.
This is the political wrestling match that is being scripted.
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke's helicopter only hovers over Wall Street, not the rest of the
economy.
The problem the economy faces is how to revive wages and consumer demand, and to write down
personal debts, not government debt.
Mr. Obama has joined with the Republicans in perverting the vocabulary to pretend that government
is the problem, not his campaign contributors on Wall Street.

As I've said before:
(Aw shucks, never mind. . . .)
Is anyone wondering whether this two-party/one-pocket system of ours isn't really some kind of scam?

476.
Almost a Perfect Day
November 11, 2012
Last night, I slept:
•
•

In a sleeping bag made in Colorado.
On a pillow made in California.

This morning, I got dressed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Underwear—made in New York.
Socks—made in North Carolina.
Jeans—made in Tennessee.
Belt—made in Washington.
Sweatshirt—made in California.
Shoes—made in Maine.
Aftermarket laces—made in Ohio.

Grabbed my:
•

Coat—made in Washington.

Climbed into my:
•

Truck—made in Michigan.

Drove on:
•

Replacement tires—made in Ohio.

To a:
•

Local, independent coffee shop—in Illinois.

Where I ordered a:
•

Mini-muffin—baked in Illinois.

And a cup of coffee brewed from:
•

Beans—grown in Kenya.

OK, so nobody's perfect.

But I did receive an enthusiastic “thank-you” note from a woman who'd just ordered three American-made
Bionic Wrenches in response to what I wrote yesterday.
It's time to rethink patriotism.
If we really want to help our country, we can get back to the basics that gave it life.
Stop waving all the foreign-made flags.
Stop sacrificing children to the multinational war industry.
If we really want to help our country, we should support it, feed it.
Let it Breathe.

477.
Are We There Yet?
November 12, 2012
Social Security Administration
“Distribution of wage earners by level of net compensation 2011”
www.ssa.gov/cgi-bin/netcomp.cgi?year=2011
•
•
•
•
•

93% earned less than $100,000.00
66% earned less than $ 41,211.36
50% earned less than $ 26,965.43
25% earned less than $ 10,000.00
16% earned less than $ 5,000.00

From 2010 to 2011, the average and median wages increased by approximately 3% and 2%, respectively.
From 2010 to 2011, the number of wage earners with net compensation of more than $1,000,000.00
increased by approximately 10%.
U.S. Department of Agriculture
“SNAP Monthly Data”
www.fns.usda.gov/pd/34SNAPmonthly.htm
•
•

30,841,790—Americans on food stamps in October 2008
47,102,780—Americans on food stamps in August 2012

August 2012 set an all-time record with an increase of approximately 53% over October 2008.
Food stamps are like drones: out of sight, out of mind.
Shadow Government Statistics
“October Employment and Unemployment”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-479-presidential-election-hurricane-sandy-october-employment-andunemployment
•

22.9%

•

This SGS unemployment figure includes our long-term unemployed and discouraged—Americans
effectively legislated out of existence by the Clinton administration in 1994 and now classified as
“Not in Labor Force.”

So what do you think? Is our economy recovering?
Is the bottom 99% there yet?

478.
Business Management & Political Governance
November 13, 2012
I'm not Dean Baker's biggest fan, but I think this Al Jazeera article is useful, and a good reminder that
agencies like Al Jazeera and Russia Today can be surprisingly “American”—uncensored, unequivocal,
courageous—in their pursuit of democracy. Our so-called “American” media could take a lesson or two.
I don't disparage business people or business thinking. I had my own business for decades. But it's
important to understand that business management and political governance are not the same.
Business exists for its own profit. A government, however, exists for everyone's profit. A government must
consider and protect a much broader range of needs and interests.
Government can print its own money. Business cannot print its own money.
(If business had a “Debt-to-GDP” ratio of more than 200%, it might have to consider another line of work,
whereas a productive manufacturer like Japan can enjoy the ride.)
Business can fire employees. Government cannot fire citizens.
Business can move offshore. . . .
The list goes on. For now, I'll let it suffice to say that the professional liars know how to frighten voters who
don't understand macroeconomics as well as they understand their personal finances. Our limited
experience—ignorance—leaves us vulnerable to propaganda.
Business itself is behind the notion that we need a businessperson in the White House. They say this to get
you to vote for one of their candidates.
But can you name one great—or even passable—U.S. President who had a background in business?
Isn't this the reason we're in so much trouble today?
Our country is, in fact, being run like a business—by the best business people on Wall Street.
They're all doing very well for themselves.
“The Crisis of the Deficit Crisis Mongers”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/11/20121112122253519136.html
•

Politicians who advocated cuts [in Social Security and Medicare] would have been likely losers on
Election Day.

•
•

Now that the voters are out of the way, the Wall Street gang and the CEOs see their opportunity.
The origin of the large deficits of the last few years is not a debatable point among serious people,
even though talk of “trillion-dollar deficits, with a T” is very good for scaring the children.

I keep waiting for one of these deficit hawks to recognize the “income” side of the equation. We can cut
expenses ’til the cows come home, but our books won't balance until this country gets a job.
And when will the money printers notice that “globalization” means U.S. stimulus money now moves
offshore to stimulate our competitors?

479.
Doin’ Good. Don't Stop Doin’.*
November 14, 2012
Yesterday's Kantar Media report for the Alliance for American Manufacturing:
“Role of jobs, outsourcing and trade in select critical 2012 contests”
www.americanmanufacturing.org/files/CMAG%20AAM%20postelex%20analysis%20FINAL.pdf
www.americanmanufacturing.org/files/CMAG%20AAM%20postelex%20data%20FINAL.pdf
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

One of the most popular images in 2012 political advertising was the American factory.
The presidential battleground ultimately comprised just a dozen states. Nearly half—MI, MN, OH,
PA, WI—were located in the nation's industrial core.
America's airwaves were jammed with 30- and 60-second ads about persisting joblessness, the
government bailout of the automakers, and the impact on domestic employment of shipping jobs
to and importing products from China.
China dominated talk of outsourcing and trade overall.
In previous elections, China has sometimes been used in a national security context; in 2012, it was
used in an economic one.
In PA, China was the focus of all Republican advertising about trade.
In OH, the vast majority of trade-related advertising focused on China. All of it was aired by
Democratic advertisers.
From the 2008 to the 2012 campaign, TV mentions of trade more than doubled and TV mentions of
jobs more than tripled.
In 2012, both parties spent roughly $34 million each for campaign ads about trade.

I don't think the overinsulated Republicans and Democrats in Washington, DC care much about our
economy, jobs, or trade deficits, but we've managed to convince them that we do.
If they weren't so afraid of losing control, they wouldn't have to spend all those billions on campaigns.
Their days are numbered—and they know it.
Start counting.

*www.clowncrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/EcstasyOfNed1.jpg

480.
“Bob Hall 2016. Real.” — Bumper Stickers Available Now!
November 14, 2012
Every contribution gets a bumper sticker. Limited time only.*
Dig it:

*Limited time only? Sorry, I'm trying to prevent 1.3 billion imposters sending me a penny apiece.
Please see:
“Dollar-for-Dollar, Your Best Deal in Prosperity and Future Presidents”
www.facebook.com/notes/bob-hall-2016/dollar-for-dollar-your-best-deal-in-prosperity-and-futurepresidents/488253724538888
You can make a contribution (legally: “a non-tax-deductible payment or gift”) using:
•
•
•

PayPal—and my campaign e-mail address BobHall2016@Gmail.com
WePay—where the account BobHall2016@Gmail.com can be located with
https://www.wepay.com/donations/BobHall2016
Check—payable to Robert Hall and mailed to the postal address displayed on my Facebook
campaign page: PO Box 59288, Schaumburg, IL, 60159

Please identify yourself clearly. I will accept money only from U.S. citizens. I will not accept money from
corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens.
Be sure to include a mailing address for your bumper sticker.
Thank you.

481.
Please Cheer Up. There’s Work To Do.
November 14, 2012
Especially you folks who remember what America was like before trade deficits.
“When an old man dies, a library burns to the ground.” — African proverb
We need you.

482.
Success in Circuit lies
November 15, 2012
In May of 1856, South Carolina Representative Preston Brooks entered the Senate chamber, brandished his
cane, and beat Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner senseless and bloody. Here's what the newspapers
had to say about it:
http://history.furman.edu/benson/docs/sumenu.htm
One wonders whether the American subspecies is still capable of surviving a civil war.
Turning to General Petraeus: I naturally turn to Monica Lewinsky, who so delightfully distracted us from
Bill Clinton hand-delivering the U.S. economy and national security to his campaign contributors in the
People's Liberation Army.
In retrospect, and several trillion dollars later, it appears the President's ineptitude was more historically
significant than his infidelity.
Let's hope we learned something and that's all I have to say about Petraeus, but I'll give you this from
William Pfaff:
“An American General”
www.williampfaff.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=599
•
•
•
•
•
•

These generals and admirals do not win wars anymore.
Operation “Urgent Fury” invaded Grenada to rescue 100,000 people from Cuban construction
workers.
General Petraeus is entitled to wear 45 ribbons and 13 metal ornaments on his military blouse.
He has seen active combat only as commander of the 101st Airborne Division during the three days
of ground operations during the Gulf War.
His only combat decoration is the Bronze Star with V (for valor, no doubt displayed during the Gulf
War).
He is hardly that “American Hero” and potential Republican president that press and politicians have
been celebrating.

How's your stomach?
“Dead Enough: The Reality of the Lesser Evil”
www.chris-floyd.com/component/content/article/1-latest-news/2295-dead-enough-the-reality-of-the-qlesserevilq.html

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

To all those now hailing the re-election of Barack Obama. . . .
Is this child dead enough for you?
Dead enough not to diminish, even a little bit, your exultant glee at the fact that this great man, a
figure of integrity, decency, honor and compassion, will be able to continue his noble leadership of
the best nation in the history of the world?
You are saying it doesn't matter if this child—or a hundred like him, or a thousand like him, or, as in
the Iraqi sanctions of the old liberal lion Bill Clinton, five hundred thousand children . . . are killed in
your name, by leaders you cheer and support.
You are saying that the only thing that matters is that someone from your side is in charge of killing
these children.
This is the reality of “lesser evilism.”
Where is the mourning for the fact that we, as a nation, have come to this: a choice between
murderers, a choice between plunderers?
And so step by step, holding the hand of the “lesser evil,” we descend deeper and deeper into the pit.

Emily Dickinson wrote:
“Tell all the Truth but tell it slant—Success in Circuit lies. . . .”
But I'm inclined to disagree.
I just don't think we have time to beat around the bush like she did.

483.
China & Wall Street Security Reports; Survival Tools
November 15, 2012
Bad news from the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission:
“2012 Annual Report to Congress”
www.uscc.gov/annual_report/2012/2012-Report-to-Congress.pdf
Congressional commissions? Five-hundred page reports? Are we insane? Why are we even doing business
with the People's Republic of China?
Oh yeah, now I remember: so the multinationals who sponsor our politicians can take our money.
Whew! For a minute there, I thought we might have gone crazy.
From Pam Martens's Wall Street On Parade:
“Public Banks: Removing Job Growth from the Corrupt Jackboot of Wall Street”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2012/11/public-banks-removing-job-growth-from-the-corrupt-jackboot-ofwall-street
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

Today, five Wall Street firms control 48% of total banking assets.
At year-end 2011, these five giants controlled assets worth $8.5 trillion—56% of the U.S. economy.
JPMorgan Chase alone held 14% of the total of 7,307 FDIC-insured banks.
In many cases, these assets are engaged in criminal enterprises that boost bonuses on Wall Street
while leaving the unemployed and underemployed struggling to feed their families and the Nation
teetering toward the next leg of the mislabeled “Great Recession.”
Before we outline the critical role that public banking could play in today's dysfunctional brand of
casino finance, let's recap how Wall Street brought the country to its knees and why we can no longer
trust it with our savings or to allocate capital to essential, job-producing projects:
...
North Dakota is the only U.S. state to have a public bank. It was because of this bank that North
Dakota was able to escape the 2008 banking crisis, sport a sizeable budget surplus every year since
then, the lowest unemployment rate in the country, the lowest default rate on credit card debt, and the
lowest foreclosure rate.
If California had its own bank, it could have been $70 billion richer at year-end 2010. Instead of
slashing services, selling off public assets, and laying off employees, the state could be adding
services and repairing its decaying infrastructure.

I agree that banking should be a public utility. So should health care and higher education.

Think of water and electricity.
With basic needs met, survival tools provided, there would be no limit to the real wealth we Americans could
produce in the name of free enterprise.
Extortionists from the service sector could then be dealt with.
“Accordingly.”
Come to think of it, why wait?

484.
Kenyan-Moslem Socialism, Crypto-Neocon Corporatism,
Filthy-Fingered Pickpocketism
November 16, 2012
October 30, 2007:
“Obama and Social Security”
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/10/30/obama-and-social-security
•

“I can't understand how Obama can be this out of touch.” — Paul Krugman

January 16, 2009:
“Obama Pledges Reform of Social Security, Medicare Programs”
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/15/AR2009011504114.html
•

President-elect Barack Obama pledged yesterday to shape a new Social Security and Medicare
“bargain” with the American people, saying that the nation's long-term economic recovery cannot be
attained unless the government finally gets control over its most costly entitlement programs.

November 13, 2012:
“Defense Dependency?”
www.nation.time.com/2012/11/13/defense-dependency
•

•
•
•

“America the Third-World Nation in Just 4 Easy Steps” (www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/12664america-the-third-world-nation-in-just-4-easy-steps) describes how our political addiction to the freetrade ideology of neoliberal economics has helped to de-industrialize America and thereby
impoverish much of the American middle class.
Without implying any criticism of this excellent essay, my aim today is to tweak your interest in [the
authors'] omissions, particularly America's defense dependency.
The accumulating damage wrought by the permanent war economy started to accelerate in the 1970s,
and by 1980, the cancer metastasized:
Militarization and managerialization began to openly thrive at the expense of the traditional highwage manufacturing sector, in effect, siphoning off money flows via a combination of government
handouts and favorable tax treatment that rewarded both the looting of the tax base and the draining
of competitiveness and ingenuity from the civilian manufacturing sector (via the increased defense
subsidy, leveraged buyouts, offshoring of jobs, emphasizing short-term focus to pump stock prices,
etc.)

•

Little has been written on economic distortions created by the increasing dependency of the
manufacturing sector on military spending—which is really a huge government subsidy—and the rise
of mangerialism. Both sets of distortions exist side by side with, but in sharp contrast to, the soothing
neoliberal fantasies of a free market.

•

The defense industry is dominated by three giant all-purpose weapons manufacturers—two of which
now have their headquarters near Washington, DC and a third with a major government-relations
office in the area.
Together with the banksters, these immensely powerful companies, their smaller brethren, and a huge
supporting cast of Gucci-shoed K Street lobbyists, pro-defense think tanks, and the defense trade
press are poised to pounce on President Obama and Congress to protect their fiscal honey pot, while
the rest of the country is heaved over the fiscal cliff.
The only way to do social and political Darwinism at the same time is to fling what is left of the
middle class off the fiscal cliff by defunding Social Security, Medicare, infrastructure modernization,
education, etc.

•

•

Kenyan-Moslem-Socialist? Crypto-Neocon?
Do the costumes really matter? The whole troupe are filthy-fingered pickpockets and con artists.
Enjoy the show.

485.
Have an Apple
November 17, 2012
I was raised on a business-vs.-labor battlefield—our family dinner table—so I know how easy it is to blame
the other guy. I also know that the more time we spend blaming, the less time we spend building.
Like it or not, there would have been no American middle class without labor unions. Back in our 1950s
heyday, union membership and income tax rates were at their all-time highs.
We made things back then. Using our hands and our heads, we created wealth and we spread it around.
We were productive Americans, of relatively equal standing, and we were relatively happy.
No country ever did better.
Food for Thought—a grain of salt, optional:
“When Congress Busted Milton Friedman (and Libertarianism Was Created By Big Business
Lobbyists)”
www.nsfwcorp.com/dispatch/milton-friedman
•

•

•

•

•

•

One episode in Milton Friedman's career not celebrated (or even acknowledged) at last week's
centennial took place in 1946, the same year Friedman began peddling his pro-business “free market
economics” ideology.
According to Congressional hearings on illegal lobbying activities, ‘46 was the year that Milton
Friedman and his U Chicago cohort George Stigler arranged an under-the-table deal with a
Washington lobbying executive to pump out covert propaganda for the national real estate lobby in
exchange for a hefty payout, the terms of which were . . . revealed during the Buchanan Committee
hearings on illegal lobbying activities in 1950.
“Libertarianism” was a project of the corporate lobby world, launched as a big business “ideology” in
1946 by the US Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers. [Note that
both organizations are now populated by multinationals and offshore producers.]
The purpose of the [Foundation for Economic Education]—and libertarianism, as it was originally
created—was to supplement big business lobbying with a pseudo-intellectual, pseudo-economics
rationale to back up its policy and legislative attacks on labor and government regulations.
The 1950 Buchanan Committee hearings expose both as creations of big-business lobby groups
whose purpose is to deceive and defraud the public and legislators in order to advance the cause of
corporate America.
Like everything else involving modern economics and libertarianism, [last week's centennial] was a
kind of giant meta-sham, shams celebrating a sham.

•

•

•
•

Even the Nobel Prizes in economics awarded to people like Milton Friedman, George Stigler, or
Friedman's contemporary fans Heckman and Lucas [or Samuelson and Krugman, it is noted,] are fake
Nobel Prizes—in fact, there is no such thing as a Nobel Prize in economics.
Its real name is the “Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel” and
it was first launched in 1969 by the Swedish Central Bank and has since been denounced by Alfred
Nobel's heirs.
In the words of Larry Summers, “Any honest Democrat will admit we are all Friedmanites now.” Of
course, there are no honest Democrats. And there are no honest economists.
These are the people who are framing our politics, the people who have told Greece and Spain that
they have no choice, and the people who today are making sure the number-one item on Obama's and
Congress's agenda is cutting Social Security and cutting Medicare and cutting “entitlements”—and
the only thing that divides the elites in charge of this mess is “how much of these moochers' lifelines
can we cut?”

“Death By Twinkie: What the Hostess Liquidation Says About Labor and the Economy”
http://news.firedoglake.com/2012/11/16/death-by-twinkie-what-the-hostess-liquidation-says-about-laborand-the-economy
•
•

•
•

•

•

Wall Street hedge funds and private equity firms own Hostess Brands, and they took massive bonuses
and payouts over the past eight years or so.
They dumped the company pensions, unilaterally stopped making pension payments that would have
totaled $160 million, and plan to pay themselves with the sale of the liquidated assets of the
company.
Their current CEO's main credential for the job is his “expertise in corporate liquidations,” according
to the union. He's also seen his pay triple [to $2.5 million].
Hostess was brought out of a bankruptcy in February 2009 by the private equity company
Ripplewood. Remarkably, it exited the bankruptcy with nearly $670 million in debt, almost 50%
more than the $450 million it owed when it entered bankruptcy.
This meant that Ripplewood was taking a heavily leveraged gamble. However, there was a strong
likelihood that Hostess would not survive given its extraordinary debt and the weakness of the
economy.
Using a second bankruptcy process, Ripplewood forced concessions on workers while taking salaries
and bonuses for themselves.

In Profits Without Production, Seymour Melman wisely and elegantly wrote:
“A castoff nation is created when its working people—all grades—are progressively discarded by decisionmakers determined to make money outside production, outside the country, and by military work that
contributes no life-serving product.”
Worth remembering—and so are Twinkies, but I'll put my nostalgia into the best of what we once were.
And what we could be once again.
Have an apple.

486.
The Do Tell Overture
November 17, 2012
Yesterday, I wrote:
“Do the costumes really matter? The whole troupe are filthy-fingered pickpockets and con artists. Enjoy the
show.”
In today's news:
“Sen. Sanders Rages: ‘Social Security Has Nothing to Do With Deficit Reduction’”
www.truthdig.com/avbooth/item/sen_bernie_sanders_rages_social_security_20121117
•
•
•
•

[Rages! To wit:]
Do not cut Social Security, do not cut Medicare, do not cut Medicaid, do not cut. . . .
Deficit reduction is a serious issue, but it must be done in a way that is fair.
And on the issue of Social Security and the deficit, I am very delighted to tell you that Majority
Leader Harry Reid the other day made it very clear: “Don't mess with Social Security,” says [the
equally enraged? Harry] Reid.

cf.
“The Myth of Bernie Sanders”
www.vermontrepublic.org/the-myth-of-bernie-sanders
•

•
•
•

Although Sanders may have once been a socialist back in the 80s when he was Mayor of Burlington,
today, a socialist he is not. Rather he behaves more like a technofascist disguised as a liberal, who
backs all of President Obama's nasty little wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Pakistan, Somalia, and
Yemen.
Since he always “supports the troops,” he never opposes any defense spending bill. He stands behind
all military contractors who bring much-needed jobs to Vermont.
Bernie Sanders loves to rail against Corporate America, Wall Street, and the super-rich, but he has
nothing to show for it. He's done little to constrain their power and influence.
But everybody on the Left loves Bernie.

cf.
“Defense Dependency?”
http://nation.time.com/2012/11/13/defense-dependency

•

Together with the banksters, these immensely powerful [defense] companies, their smaller brethren,
and a huge supporting cast of Gucci-shoed K Street lobbyists, pro-defense think tanks, and the
defense trade press are poised to pounce on President Obama and Congress to protect their fiscal
honey pot, while the rest of the country is heaved over the fiscal cliff.

Of course, President Obama, unlike Mitt Romney, is a Democratic man of the people—right?—so if he says
Social Security has to be cut, he has our best interests at heart and so then Social Security has to be cut.
After all, the spirit of “bipartisanship” means just that: two parties working together for the betterment of one
country.
Pity the poor principled progressives like Bernie Sanders, who risk being marginalized as raging extremists
who just don't know how to play ball.
cf.
“Tired of Debt Ceiling Theater?” of August 2, 2011
[FFC #135]
and
“Monkeys Climb High Branches, Expose Backsides” of August 5, 2011
[FFC #136]

487.
Twinkies, Black Friday, Walmart, Impaired Judgment
November 18, 2012
I, too, have wondered about a possible connection between Twinkies and impaired judgment. I'd love to see
what would happen if Americans fed their bodies—or at least their children's bodies—as well as they feed
their cars, cats, and computers.
Maybe the “Twinkie Defense” can explain the Walmart strikes planned for Black Friday—the day falling
after the day we give thanks for what we already have.
If you don't like Walmart's M.O., don't shop at Walmart.
Don't whine like some entitled Twinkie Head. Just don't give them your money. Soon enough, you'll get
your economy back.
Continuing to support the likes of Walmart and China will eventually and literally kill us. Inconvenient
though it might feel in the short term, we need to break this drug habit now.
Our problem is globalization. Over the past 37 years of doing business with the non-American globe, we've
lost trillions upon trillions of dollars in an unbroken string of trade deficits. We've sacrificed our
independence, security, opportunity, millions of good-paying jobs, most of our characteristic American
happiness, and an entire middle-class way of life.
The globalists tell us it's all about “freedom”: free trade, free markets, free choice, free enterprise, and wowthis-all-sounds-great-so-sign-me-up.
Our losses have been our enemies' and competitors' gains.
In fact, our losses have been our enemies' and competitors' goals.
Half of the globalists' globe's population lives on less than $2 per day. Half of our entire trade deficit—
including oil—is with our most dangerous and determined adversary: the 1.3-billion-Chinese-strong
communist People's Republic and their Liberation Army.
What kind of numbskull would agree to fight these people on their terms?
[End of sermon, part one.]
Take a look at this:
“In Leaked Docs, Honeywell Cites Obama Ties As Key to Anti-Union Strategy”

www.inthesetimes.com/working/entry/14198/leaked_confidential_honeywell_document_say_obama_admini
stration_connections
•

The PowerPoint presentation (http://inthesetimes.com/investigations/Honeywell_ITT.ppt) was leaked
to In These Times by unionized Honeywell workers who downloaded them from the company's
internal database.

Fascinating stuff, but what does anyone expect? We'd much rather believe that anyone who disagrees with
us is reckless and ignorant and self-destructive—the very essence of most political and economic debate.
Our problem, again (and again, and again), is globalization.
What difference does it make how much we “over”-pay American workers if the money stays in America?
What difference does it make how much we pay for anything if the money comes back to us in multiples?
(On the other hand: “Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.”)
We can take the globalist bait and point fingers at one another until we keel from hunger, or we can be
Americans again and give our kids a fighting chance.
I can remember a time when people were asking why Big Business didn't have “a Ralph Nader” to protect its
interests.
I can remember when Detroit autoworkers started spending their union wages on Japanese cars.
Somewhere, as I type this sermon, in what used to be the land of opportunity, some unemployed
Twinkiehead is sitting in a Walmart, eating a half-pound hot dog, washing it down with a quart of soda pop,
wondering what happened to all the jobs and all the money in what used to be one hell of a damned good
country.
I can't prove it, though, because I would never step inside a Walmart—and neither should you.
[End, part two.]

488.
Fascinating from ’55
November 19, 2012
As you know, I recommend the complete elimination of corporate and individual income taxes in favor of
protective tariffs and a consumption tax.
That said again, let's take a stroll through America's “happy days” under Republican President Dwight
Eisenhower.
1955:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Top marginal income tax rate, individual: 91%
Top bracket, individual: $400,000
Bottom rate and bracket, individual: 20% up to $4,000
Top marginal income tax rate, corporate: 52%
Top bracket, corporate: $25,000
Bottom rate and bracket, corporate: 30% up to $25,000
Union membership as a percentage of wage and salary workers: 33%
Ratio of compensation, 1950 - 1959, average Top-3 corporate officer to average worker: 38

From Fortune magazine in 1955:
“How top executives live”
http://features.blogs.fortune.cnn.com/2012/05/06/classic-top-500-executives
•

No bullet points. This article is too much fun.

Some parting thoughts:
A person earning $1 million per year does not buy ten times as many cars as a person earning $100,000 per
year.
Tens of trillions of US$ stashed offshore don't do us any good at all.
Just think, if we had a lick of sense. . . .

489.
“Factory Sourcing Made Easy: America’s Best Factories in
One Place”
November 20, 2012
Inspiring new venture and website:
Maker's Row
www.makersrow.com
Home:
•

“Our mission is to make the manufacturing process simple to understand and easy to access. From
large corporations to first time designers, we are providing unparalleled access to industry-specific
factories and suppliers across the United States. Our first industry target is apparel and accessories.
Stay tuned for more. . . .”

Blog:
•

http://blog.makersrow.com

Founders:
www.makersrow.com/team
•
•
•

Matthew Burnett, 28, of Detroit, Michigan
Tanya Menendez, 24, of Hayward, California
Scott Weiner, 29, of East Meadow, New York

Thank you and good luck!

490.
We’re Smack Dab in the Middle of a Big One
November 21, 2012
This holiday, in giving thanks for electronic media:
I will reluctantly admit that the Horrible, Evil & Deceitful we're exposed to have tripled over the past decade.
This makes it more difficult to notice that the Wonderful, Useful & True we can freely access have
quadrupled over the same period of time.
And so, and furthermore. . . .
Next time someone says, “We need a revolution to straighten this country out!” you might consider the
possibility that we're smack dab in the middle of one.
John Adams, 1818, in his famous letter to Hezekiah Niles:
•

“But what do we mean by the American Revolution? Do we mean the American War? The
Revolution was effected before the War commenced. The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of
the people. . . .”

You can read the rest here:
www.teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=599
Have a Happy Day of Gratitude and Humility!

491.
Would a U.S. Department of Children Trouble the Waltons?
November 23, 2012
I would love to create a U.S. Department of Children. This would be a much better investment than the U.S.
Department of “Quote-Unquote” Defense or the U.S. Department of One-Way Commerce. While we're at it,
we could get serious about education—education, I should clarify, for something other than social control. If
we can justify the redistribution of $ trillions to Wall Street, we can certainly justify the redistribution of half
that amount to our children's heads.
If you want to be completely selfish about it, think how much more cushy your retirement could be if
subsidized by an educated, productive labor force.
Oh, well. I suppose if Americans were smarter, we'd be hard to herd.
I hope you enjoy the following junk I'm sending you at N/C to help offset some of the Chinese junk being
sold today, Black Friday:
“Poor Kids”
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/poor-kids
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cigarettes, soft drinks, junk food, big-screen cable TV, and under-performing parents are well
represented—while innocent children go hungry.
Mentioned not once were China, globalization, manufacturing—not one reason why these kids are
poor or what we can do about it.
Walmart, however, got a very nice endorsement from one of the actors in this “documentary.”
FYI: Two Walmart Supercenter Stores are located within 17 miles of Stockton; eleven Walmarts are
within 42 miles of Davenport.
Goldman Sachs sponsored this PBS broadcast. The PBS video stream thoughtfully incorporated two
GS commercials to communicate their GS commitment to American manufacturing.
Note that “Poor Kids” is a PBS Frontline/True Vision (UK) co-production. Writer/director/producer
Jezza Neumann is from Australia.

“The Bogus Alarmism about ‘Currency Manipulation’”
www.slate.com/articles/business/moneybox/2012/11/chinese_currency_manipulation_why_it_s_not_a_probl
em.html
•
•
•

This article is so thoroughgoingly offensive, I will not deign to dignify it with details.
Last I checked, someone or something had disabled the article's “Comment” feature. Too bad—some
of them were appropriate.
Note that Slate is owned by The Washington Post, publisher of the PRC-/CCP-/PLA-funded China
Watch.

“Adam Davidson's Journalistic Corruption: NPR Host Boosts for Wall Street, While Taking
Undisclosed Banking Money”
www.shameproject.com/report/adam-davidson-corrupt-wall-street-booster
•

•

Beneath the dweeby, faux-naive facade Adam Davidson presents to his listeners is a shrewd
propagandist with a long, consistent history of shilling for powerful and destructive interests—and
failing to disclose his financial ties to the companies and industries he reports on.
Davidson's S.H.A.M.E. profile can be read here: www.shameproject.com/profile/adam-davidson

“Obama to Deploy Campaign Apparatus to Persuade Americans to Look Forward to More and Better
Catfood”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/11/obama-to-deploy-campaign-apparatus-to-persuade-americans-to-lookforward-to-more-and-better-catfood.html
•
•
•

Our Fearless Great Betrayer is about to repurpose his campaign sales machine to persuasion of the
American public of the necessity of making do with less to appease the Bond Gods.
The fact is that unless enough Senators decide to oppose Obama, the middle class is going to take a
hit out of a budget deal.
But it's now clear that ordinary citizens will also be subjected to a full-bore messaging campaign to
persuade them that they should regard this counterproductive sacrifice as good for them.

To return to the subject of my U.S. Department of Children, one possible downside:
It just occurred to me that this cabinet-level authority would lead to fewer Walmart shoppers and fewer
Walmart “associates”—with fewer yet to picket Walmart on Black Friday but still shop there on the
remaining 364 days of every Walmart fiscal year.
Jeepers, Mr. Wilson. I think our investment is paying off already.

492.
“Fiscal Cliff An Artificial Crisis”; Some Great Videos
November 25, 2012
New Video:
“Fiscal Cliff An Artificial Crisis”
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=9119
Additional Videos:
C-SPAN Video Library
www.c-spanvideo.org/patchoate
YouTube
www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pat+choate
Yes, I know the C-SPAN and YouTube links both search “Pat Choate.”
I thought you might enjoy listening to the man who—had he and Ross Perot won in November 1996—would
have given us a real economy with real prosperity.
Pat Choate has never stopped fighting for his country. His ideas have become more practical, more valuable
with each passing, painful day.
When I think about what's happened since 1996—well, sometimes I'd just rather not.
Sometimes it's better to imagine what might have been—and then realize it's still not too late.

493.
Reality Check: The Productivity of American Workers
November 25, 2012
Ugh, if I hear one more so-called “expert” re-re-repeat this delusional nonsense. . . .
Google “U.S. workers world's most productive” and you'll see what I mean—at least a million times over.
Some Americans love to hear this stuff, especially from a multinational puppet who's busy robbing them
blind.
Frankly, I'm offended by the flattery we're somehow more productive than the people who actually built this
place.
From the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics:
“Labor Productivity and Costs”
www.bls.gov/lpc
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Advances in productivity, that is the ability to produce more with the same or less input, are a
significant source of increased potential national income.
Productivity is measured by comparing the amount of goods and services produced with the inputs
that were used in production.
Labor productivity is the ratio of the output of goods and services to the labor hours devoted to the
production of that output.
Outsourcing and offshoring have the potential for greater effect on labor productivity measures for
the manufacturing sector.
BLS measures output for the manufacturing sector using the sectoral output concept: gross output
less sales between establishments within the manufacturing sector.
Unlike the value-added measure for the business sector, this output measure includes the value of
intermediate inputs purchased from outside the manufacturing sector, whether purchased from
domestic or foreign suppliers.
As manufacturing firms outsource or offshore production of intermediate inputs the value of
manufacturing output is unchanged, but the shift to U.S. nonmanufacturing or to imported
intermediate inputs is accompanied by a reduction in labor hours and therefore an increase in the
measure of labor productivity.
It is estimated that the growth in imported intermediate inputs contributed 23 percent (0.92
percentage points) of the 3.96 percent average annual growth in labor productivity in the
manufacturing sector from 1997 - 2006.

Simpler yet: all that crap coming in from China is being used to boost our productivity figures. Good grief
and go figure.
“The Myth of American Productivity”

“Politicians say we have the most productive workers in the world. They don't know what they're talking
about.”
www.washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/january_february_2012/features/the_myth_of_american_productiv
034576.php
•
•

•
•
•

But the manufacturing sector and the economy as a whole certainly feel like they are being hollowed
out. And indeed, some recent research suggests that the size of the mismeasurement problem is huge.
To cite just one example, a 2011 paper by Houseman [*] and three co-authors from the Federal
Reserve found that non-high-tech manufacturing growth from 1997 to 2007 may have been
overestimated by as much as one-half because of import price bias.
Indeed, our misleadingly high productivity figures help enable a whole political culture of confusion
and complacency.
Only after we accept that the official figures have led us astray can we hold a true political debate
about the type of economy we want to have.
*[Worth a look: www.upjohn.org/AboutUs/Staff/Houseman]

Can our so-called “American” so-called “leaders” please stop repeating this destructive disinformation about
American productivity?
They can, but they probably won't.
Question authority.
(You heard it here first.)

494.
They Thought They Were Free, Too
November 27, 2012
They Thought They Were Free: The Germans 1933 - 45
By Milton Mayer, 1955
http://archive.org/details/theythoughttheyw027497mbp
From Chapter 14:
Yes, it was always the excesses that we wished to oppose, rather than the whole program, the whole spirit
that produced the first steps, A, B, C, and D, out of which the excesses were bound to come. It is so much
easier to “oppose the excesses,” about which one can, of course, do nothing, than it is to oppose the whole
spirit, about which one can do something every day.
...
“You know,” he went on, “when men who understand what is happening—the motion, that is, of history, not
the reports of single events or developments—when such men do not object or protest, men who do not
understand cannot be expected to. How many men would you say understand—in this sense—in America?
And when, as the motion of history accelerates and those who don't understand are crazed by fear, as our
people were, and made into a great ‘patriotic’ mob, will they understand then, when they did not before?”
...
“Tell me now—how was the world lost?”
“That,” he said, “is easy to tell, much easier than you may suppose. The world was lost one day in 1935,
here in Germany. It was I who lost it, and I will tell you how.”
...
“I had to commit a positive evil, there and then, in the hope of a possible good later on. The good
outweighed the evil; but the good was only a hope, the evil a fact.”
...
“The problem of the lesser evil we all know about; in Germany we took Hindenburg as less evil than Hitler,
and in the end we got them both.”
...

“You are an American,” he said again, smiling. “I will explain. There I was, in 1935, a perfect example of
the kind of person who, with all his advantages in birth, in education, and in position, rules (or might easily
rule) in any country. If I had refused to take the oath in 1935, it would have meant that thousands and
thousands like me, all over Germany, were refusing to take it. Their refusal would have heartened millions.
Thus the regime would have been overthrown, or, indeed, would never have come to power in the first
place. The fact that I was not willing to resist, in 1935, meant that all the thousands, hundreds of thousands,
like me in Germany were also unprepared, and each of these hundreds of thousands of men was, like me, a
man of great influence or of great potential influence. Thus the world was lost.”
“You are serious?” I said.
“Completely,” he said. “These hundred lives I saved—or a thousand or ten as you will—what do they
represent? A little something out of the whole terrible evil, when, if my faith had been strong enough in
1935, I could have prevented the whole evil.”
“Your faith?”
“My faith. I did not believe that I could ‘remove mountains.’ The day I said ‘No,’ I had faith. In the
process of ‘thinking it over,’ in the next twenty-four hours, my faith failed me. So, in the next ten years, I
was able to remove only anthills, not mountains.”
...
“I am an American,” I said.
My friend smiled. “Therefore you believe in education.”
“Yes,” I said.
“My education did not help me,” he said, “and I had a broader and better education than most men have had
or ever will have. All it did, in the end, was enable me to rationalize my failure of faith more easily than I
might have done if I had been ignorant. And so it was, I think, among educated men generally, in that time
in Germany. Their resistance was no greater than other men's.”
...
Shame is a state of being, guilt a judicial fact. A passer-by cannot be guilty of failure to try to prevent a
lynching. He can only be ashamed of not having done so. Even a sovereign, self-governing citizen, such as
an American, cannot be guilty of failure to try to prevent an act of state.
...
What we don't like, what I don't like, is the hypocrisy of these people. I want to hear them confess. That
they, or some of their countrymen or their country's government, violated the precepts of Christian, lawful,
civilized life was bad enough; that they won't see it, or say it, is what really rowels. I want them to plead no
extenuation. I want them to say, “I knew and I know that it was all un-Christian, uncivilized, unlawful, and
in my love of evil I pretended it wasn't. I plead every German guilty of a life of hypocrisy, above all,
myself. I am rotten.”

495.
We have the tools to turn this place into a democracy if we
want to. And we. . . .
November 27, 2012
To begin: a comparatively pleasant interview with Steingrímur J. Sigfússon, Iceland's Minister of Economic
Affairs:
“We Reacted Immediately to Symptoms of Crisis”
www.spiegel.de/international/europe/icelandic-economy-minister-explains-reaction-to-finance-crisis-a869351.html
•

•

•

We haven't reached our destination yet, but . . . the budget deficit has shrunk from an unfathomable
14 percent in 2008 to about 1.5 percent in this year. In the upcoming budget we expect only 0.3
percent and in the year after a small surplus.
In order to remedy the deficit, an increase in taxes to raise revenue was unavoidable, but savings
measures were also necessary. We needed a mix of both and the strong conviction in preserving our
welfare system.
[To countries in crisis like Greece, I can recommend:] First security for society. Then the lower and
middle income classes must be protected from austerity measures. Their purchasing power must be
maintained so that their consumption can contribute to the revitalization of the economy.
Internationally that is often overlooked.

To today's “you-just-can't-make-this-stuff-up” headline:
“Dimon Best to Lead Treasury in Crisis, Buffett Says”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-27/dimon-would-be-best-treasury-secretary-in-crisis-buffett-says.html
•

•
•

[JPMorgan Chase CEO] Dimon, 56, testified before Congress and shuffled top managers this year
after the bank disclosed a loss, now of more than $6.2 billion, stemming from a wrong-way bet on
credit derivatives.
Buffett, 82, said . . . about the trading loss: “If you run an army, if you run a church, if you run a
government, any large institution, people will go off the reservation sometimes.”
Buffett held 1 million JPMorgan shares in his personal account, according to a transcript from a July
13 Bloomberg Television interview.

Yves Smith in naked capitalism:
“The 0.1% Circles the Wagons: Buffett Pumps for Dimon as Treasury Secretary”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2012/11/the-0-1-circles-the-wagons-buffett-pumps-for-dimon-as-treasurysecretary.html

•

•

•

Well, given that our current Treasury secretary was forgiven for being a tax cheat (Turbo Timmy
never did settle up for his underpaid taxes that were beyond the IRS statute of limitations), there is a
certain logic in upping the ante with his replacement.
Having a Treasury secretary who is a slam-dunk case for criminal Sarbanes-Oxley violations . . . as
well as running a bank where the auditors signaled the worst level of accounting failure short of
signaling “going concern” worries is par for the course for the ever-rising level of corruption among
what passes for our elites.
Dimon would reinforce just about everything that is wrong with financial services regulation in the
US, starting out with not believing in it. And that's precisely why he's the pet pick of the uber-rich.

Well worth, says I, the re-read:
“Are Americans Interested in Changing the Two-Party System?”
[FFC #312]
•

A couple of days ago, a conversation about Jamie Dimon's chief lobbyist and Barack Obama's Chiefof-Staff both having the name “William Daley” turned to the subject of America's suicide by
globalization. (Whereupon it was observed that Bill Clinton had a Commerce Secretary named
“William Daley,” but perhaps I digress. . . .)

Connecting the dots and completing a picture:
“JP Morgan's Food Stamp Empire: How the welfare state became a profit center”
www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/10/01/jp-morgan-s-food-stamp-empire.html
•

•

•

Why, you may be wondering, would one of the nation's biggest banks benefit from a bill meant to
feed poor children? A closer look at the legislation reveals the answer. The [2010 Obama] bill
mandates that “all state agencies implement Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) systems by October 1,
2020” for those receiving money through the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program. And
which company administers nearly half of all states' EBT programs? You guessed it: JPMorgan
Chase.
Prior to the 2002 EBT implementation mandate, JPMorgan's political contributions to members of the
House and Senate agricultural committees were modest. But since 2002, they're been on a steady
climb upward. . . .
Adding to the unseemliness is the fact that three senators and six representatives who are agricultural
committee members had, as of 2010, investments in JPMorgan.

From the Government Accountability Institute:
“Profits from Poverty: How Food Stamps Benefit Corporations—September 2012”
http://g-a-i.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/GAI-Report-ProfitsfromPoverty-FINAL.pdf
•
•
•

Since 2004, 18 of the 24 states who contract with JPMorgan to provide welfare benefits have
contracted to pay $560,492,596.02.
New York alone has a seven-year contract worth $126,394,917.
Projected average food stamp spending post-recession will be 175% greater than pre-recession
average spending. . . .

•
•

During the 2008 election, Barack Obama received more than twice the [JPMorgan] contributions of
John McCain: $807,000 for Obama compared to McCain's $345,505.
President Obama has up to $1 million in a [JPMorgan] private client asset checking account.

You might take a look at this insult/injury report from ABC News:
“Food Stamps Create Jobs . . . in India”
www.abcnews.go.com/Business/Economy/story?id=7452561
•

It turns out that the woman was at a JPMorgan Chase call center in India.

And so:
What can any of us do about any of this?
We're doing it.
We'll have to do more, of course, but just being able to know and communicate are vital first steps.
We have the tools to turn this place into a democracy if we want to.
And we will—if we deserve one.

496.
Follow the Payoff Trail to Less Unproductive Conversation
November 28, 2012
Follow the money trail.
Sometimes the expression “payoff trail” can provide more insight—or an opportunity to share a morepersonal, less-financial observation.
Eight of ten times, telling a stranger you're in politics is the same as asking him to spend the next several
minutes telling you how much (more) he knows. Nine of ten times, what he knows is recycled propaganda.
Ten of ten times, I would much prefer a less painful experience—but I know I can usually learn something
by following the stranger's payoff trail.
Well there you have it: 72% of the time I'd rather be laughed at or poked with a stick. An honest man in my
shoes would admit to understanding how politicians come to develop rather a contempt for their
constituents—though never for the children of their constituents.
Anyway, we have to get more conscientious about this habit of following trails, or we'll simply continue to
abet the propagandists working for political parties working for plutocrats.
I suggest—this above all—that we never begin any conversation by agreeing/accepting/assuming that there
are any effective differences between the Democratic and Republican parties.
Try it.
Over the next few weeks, it'll come in handy.

497.
Special Preview: “The American Corporation”
November 29, 2012
Soon to be published in Daedalus, soon to become required reading:
“The American Corporation”
By Ralph Gomory and Richard Sylla
www.amacad.org/projects/citizenship.aspx — special preview from the American Academy of Arts &
Sciences, “Citizenship and the Public Good”
www.amacad.org/pdfs/Sylla_Gomory.pdf — view or download
•

Abstract: The United States from its earliest years led the world in making the corporate form of
business organization widely available to entrepreneurs. Starting in the 1790s corporations became
key institutions of the American economy, contributing greatly to its remarkable growth. This essay
reviews the evolution of corporations across several eras of the country’s history. The most recent
era is marked by a shift away from a stakeholder view of corporate interests and purposes to one
dominated by profit and shareholder-value maximization. We strongly question whether this shift
has been beneficial to the country as a whole. If our assessment is correct, there is a need to find
ways of inducing corporations to act in ways that produce better societal outcomes. We therefore
explore ways—including some suggested by the history of U.S. corporations—in which corporate
interests and the public interest might become better aligned.

Sound dry? No way! Try this:
•

Criticisms of CEO compensation usually elicited a response such as, “He created $2 billion of
increased value, why shouldn’t he get $100 million of it?” This attitude implied that the efforts of an
entire company, with tens of thousands of employees, were the result of a single CEO or topmanagement team. John F. Welch, CEO of General Electric from 1981 to 2001, is a prominent
example. In the 1980s, Welch was dubbed “Neutron Jack” for reducing GE employment by more
than one hundred thousand (of about four hundred thousand) and for firing each year the bottom 10
percent of his managers. Welch also led the old manufacturing company into financial services,
which came to account for a large proportion of GE’s profits. Shareholder value and profits soared
under Welch, whose stock options made him a very wealthy man. In 1999, Fortune magazine named
him Manager of the Century. But Welch’s initiatives would lead to problems for GE and his
successor after he retired.

Long-time “Dollar to the Giant” subscribers will remember I featured Gomory's “Manufacturing and the
Limits of Comparative Advantage” in “Clear Thoughts on Manufacturing” on July 10, 2009 — Fear-Fallen
Children #35.

Dr. Gomory is now 83 years old and shows no signs of slowing down. There's a lesson in this, somewhere,
and I'll be sure to let you know what I think when I'm 83. In the meantime, I intend to keep this wonderful
African proverb tucked in my back pocket:
“When an old man dies, a library burns to the ground.”
When's the last time you sat down over coffee and listened—really listened—to a library?

498.
Sound asleep, we change position when we’re no longer
perfectly comfortable.
November 30, 2012
When American citizens become our own special interest group, we will be free. Competing special interest
groups recognize this, so they try to keep us divided.
In no particular order, today's bullets against bull**it:
“The Insourcing Boom”
www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/12/the-insourcing-boom/309166
•
•

•

Not definitive by any means—author Fishman is more journalist than economist or trade expert—but
interesting and encouraging.
GE's appliance unit does $5 billion in business—and today, 55% of that revenue comes from
products made in the United States. By the end of 2014, GE expects 75% of the appliance business's
revenue to come from American-made products. . . .
“The way we see it,” says Harry Moser of Reshoring Initiative, “about 60 percent of the companies
that offshored manufacturing . . . looked only at the labor rate—they didn't look at the hidden costs.”

Now let's get behind these “insourcing” and “reshoring” American manufacturers. We support ourselves
when we support one another.
New from the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission:
“Patterns in U.S.-China Trade Since China's Accession to the World Trade Organization”
www.uscc.gov/researchpapers/2012/US-China_TradePatternsSinceChinasAccessiontotheWTO.pdf
•
•

•

Didn't we fight a war once—something about mercantilism, foreign colonies, and manufacturing?
Here's a real classic from Bill Clinton in 2000: “The United States doesn't lower any tariffs. We
don't change any trade laws. We do nothing. They have to lower tariffs. They open up
telecommunications for investment. They allow us to sell cars made in America in China at much
lower tariffs. They allow us to put our own distributorships over there. They allow us to put our own
parts over there. We don't have to transfer technology or do joint manufacturing in China anymore.
This is a hundred-to-nothing deal for America when it comes to the economic consequences.”
Another whopper from Doug Bandow from the Cato Institute: “The silliest argument against
[granting China market access in the United States] is that Chinese imports would overwhelm U.S.
industry. In fact, American workers are far more productive than their Chinese counterparts."

(There's that “U.S. Productivity” b**loney again!)

As American citizens, we can stand together against divisive, prevaricating, globalizing shills for foreign
free-trade interests.
In the further unflinching service of freedom:
“The Humiliation of Bradley Manning"
www.consortiumnews.com/2012/11/28/the-humiliation-of-bradley-manning
•

•

The pre-trial hearing on Pvt. Bradley Manning's court martial for leaking classified documents about
U.S. government wrongdoing has turned up evidence that even Manning's Marine jailers were
worried about the controversy over his degrading treatment in their custody.
Author Ray McGovern was an Army infantry/intelligence officer in the early '60s, and then served
for 27 years as a CIA analyst.

“A Country of Inmates”
www.nytimes.com/2011/11/21/us/21iht-letter21.html
•
•
•

With just a little more than 4% of the world's population, the United States accounts for a quarter of
the planet's prisoners and has more inmates than the leading 35 European countries combined.
Today, there are 140,000 convicts in California's state prisons, who cost about $50,000 each per year.
California spends more on prisons than it does on higher education.

Sound asleep, we change position when we're no longer perfectly comfortable.

499.
Watch Television? Take a Pill?
December 1, 2012
Inhale:
“How TV Zombifies and Pacifies Us and Subverts Democracy”
www.brucelevine.net/how-tv-zombifies-and-pacifies-us-and-subverts-democracy
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The brain's response to reading is more active, unlike the passive response to television—this no
matter what the TV content.
Viewers are mesmerized by what TV insiders call “technical events”—all of which lure viewers to
continue watching even though they have no interest in the content.
These stylistic tricks derive their attentional value through the evolutionary significance of detecting
movement.
For a variety of technical reasons, including TV's need for sharp contrast to maintain interest,
authoritarian-based programming is more technically interesting to viewers than democracy-based
programming.
The majority of what Americans see on television is through channels owned by six corporations.
TV is a “dream come true” for an authoritarian society.
Watching television puts one in a brain state that makes it difficult to think critically, and it quiets and
subdues a population.
The sense of relaxation ends when the set is turned off, but the feelings of passivity and lowered
alertness continue.
Fear-based programming makes people more afraid and distrustful of one another, which is good for
an authoritarian society depending on a “divide and conquer” strategy.
Watching television interferes with the connection to one's own humanity, and thus makes it easier to
accept an authority's version of society and life.
TV-dominated people ultimately accept others' mediated version of the world rather than their own.
Robert Keeshan, who played Captain Kangaroo in the long-running children's program, was critical
of TV—including so-called “good television”—in a manner rarely heard from those who work in it:
“When you are spending time in front of the television, you are not doing other things.”
Keeshan continued: “We only develop when we experience things, real-life things. . . . Even if we
had an overabundance of good television programs, it wouldn't solve the problem.”
Whatever the content of the program, TV watching is an isolating experience.

From the same author:
“How 7 Historic Figures Overcame Depression without Doctors”
www.brucelevine.net/how-7-historic-figures-overcame-depression-without-doctors
•

Lincoln + William James + Georgia O'Keeffe + Freud + General Sherman + Kafka + the Buddha = 7

Bruce E. Levine is a practicing clinical psychologist and writer. His latest book is Get Up, Stand Up:
Uniting Populists, Energizing the Defeated, and Battling the Corporate Elite
The corporate elite might worry less about consumer consumption than we like to think. Maybe they figure
that as long as we consume their programs and pills, the rest will take care of itself.

500.
Graphic Corporate Profits 1947-2012
December 1, 2012
Once again: Are you sitting down?
OK, take a look:
“Corporate Profits After Tax”

http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/graph/?g=dkz

“Corporate Profits After Tax / Gross Domestic Product”

http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/graph/?g=dlk
—
Wrong answer! (With all due respect.)
“A society, a nation, either works or it doesn't. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody's children.”
Everybody's!
Are we in the bottom 99% so blameless?
Is “class warfare” really so one-sided?
Please:
Be careful what you wish for.
And read this:
“Corporate Income Tax”
[FFC #199]
•
•
•
•

When a politician advocates higher corporate income taxes, he or she is really advocating higher
personal taxes in disguise.
Our politically motivated tax policies have chased too many formerly American corporations—and
their money, and our jobs—overseas.
We need them to come home. We need each other.
And we need the trillions of dollars they're currently holding offshore, thanks to the lack of common
sense in Washington.

While you're at it, you might as well read this, too:
“Personal Income Tax"
[FFC #198]
•

An ideal system of taxation would rehabilitate politicians who campaign with tax promises.

Good golly, when I think of the President we could have elected in 2012. . . .
I think about 2016.

501.
U.S. #41 in Three-Way Tie with Evita, Dracula
December 2, 2012
I wonder if we'd complain about the government if we ever got our money's worth. . . .
First, a reminder:
“Global Innovation Index 2012: United States of America”
www.globalinnovationindex.org/gii/main/fullreport/files/Chap3/United%20States%20of%20America.pdf
•

In “Press Freedom” the U.S. ranks #41—a three-way tie with Argentina and Romania.

Now proceed with caution and an open mind:
“Three Men Who Wouldn't Let the NSA Get Away With It”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_kgb_would_have_been_delighted_by_the_nsas_toys_20121130
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Whistle-blowers have warned that intelligence agencies are abusing the Constitution and lavishing
private companies with expensive contracts.
Spending at the NSA, they said, increased significantly after the 9/11 attacks without much
regulation. The agency used the period of fear after the attacks to inflate its budget and arrange high
profits for corporate friends.
Wiebe left the NSA after a dispute over a private intelligence system called “Trailblazer” which was
designed a year before 9/11. He says the agency adopted Trailblazer instead of the cheaper and better
“ThinThread” because Trailblazer would generate more profits for corporate donors.
“Congress approves the wasteful spending because all they want to do is get re-elected. They owe
political favors to private sector campaign donors and thus open doors within the intelligence
community to satiate their business interests. It's just incestuous,” said Ed Loomis.
A year after the World Trade Center attack, Wiebe, Loomis, and other NSA employees filed
complaints with Congress and the Department of Defense Inspector General charging that the agency
failed to prevent the attacks because of internal mismanagement and wasteful spending on flawed
intelligence systems.
This corruption, Wiebe says, was directly tied to the loss of life on 9/11.
A report comparing Trailblazer and ThinThread was released to the public after 98% of its content
had been blacked out.
Wiebe and Binney remained with the NSA until the agency started using components of ThinThread
to spy on Americans—illegally monitoring the phone calls, e-mails, and web browsing of U.S.
citizens.

“Bradley Manning: a tale of liberty lost in America”

www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/nov/30/bradley-manning-liberty-lost-america
•
•

Compare this aggressive prosecution of Manning to the Obama administration's vigorous efforts to
shield Bush-era war crimes and massive Wall Street fraud from all forms of legal accountability.
Not a single perpetrator of those genuine crimes has faced court under Obama, a comparison that
reflects the priorities and values of US justice.

“Reining in Obama and His Drones”
www.nader.org/2012/11/30/reining-in-obama-and-his-drones
•
•
•

Barack Obama, former president of the Harvard Law Review and constitutional law lecturer, should
go back and review his coursework.
Don't bet on anything more than a more secret, violent, imperial presidency that shreds the
Constitution's separation of powers and checks and balances.
And don't bet that other countries of similar invasive bent won't remember this green-light on illegal
unilateralism when they catch up with our drone capabilities.

“For Third-raters Who Want to Get Into Harvard, It Helps To Have Parents With $10 Million to
Grease the Skids”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/11/30/do-the-ivy-league-universities-discriminate-againstasian-americans
•

Harvard has in the last decade been spending nearly as much on compensating five senior hedge fund
managers who run its $30-billion endowment fund as on its entire academic staff.

Well that explains a lot of things!

502.
Tax Games and Our Well-Being
December 3, 2012
More reasons why we should eliminate all income taxes in favor of protective tariffs and a consumption
tax—and why our politicians and their corporate sponsors would rather not.
“As Companies Seek Tax Deals, Governments Pay High Price”
www.nytimes.com/2012/12/02/us/how-local-taxpayers-bankroll-corporations.html
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Times investigation has found that states, counties, and cities are giving up more than $80 billion
each year to companies.
Oklahoma and West Virginia give up amounts equal to about one-third of their budgets, and Maine
allocates nearly a fifth.
Even where officials do track incentives, they acknowledge that it is impossible to know whether the
jobs would have been created without the aid.
“It's not really creating new jobs; it's motivated by politicians who want to claim they have brought
new jobs into their state,” says Donald J. Hall Jr., CEO of Hallmark Cards in Kansas City, Missouri.
Soon after Kansas recruited [now China-owned] AMC Entertainment with a $36-million award last
year, the state cut its education budget by $104 million.
AMC was moving only a few miles, across the border from Missouri.

“Lines Blur as Texas Gives Industries a Bonanza”
www.nytimes.com/2012/12/03/us/winners-and-losers-in-texas.html
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Under Rick Perry [the governor who brought Huawei to Plano] Texas gives out more incentives than
any other state, around $19 billion per year.
Despite low unemployment, Texas has the third-highest proportion of hourly jobs paying minimum
wage or less and the eleventh-highest poverty rate in the U.S.
Where does economic development end and corporate welfare begin?
To help balance its budget last year, Texas cut public education spending by $5.4 billion—significant
considering it was already eleventh-lowest in the U.S. in per-pupil financing.
Since Perry took office, companies have seen a drop in their school property taxes as well as an
across-the-board cut in the school tax rate.
Some companies recognize the trade-off. Daimler accepts incentives in the U.S. but tries [it is
claimed] to avoid those that come out of school budgets.
“We want to make sure they have enough money for their schools, “ says company spokesman David
Trebing. “Our workers send their kids there.”
Ryan LLC, once an accounting firm, has transformed itself into a powerhouse focused on corporate
tax breaks.
Texas is a big source of business for G. Brint Ryan, who has won tax refunds of more than $20
million each for ExxonMobil, Raytheon, and Texas Instruments.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ryan LLC's fee is approximately 30 percent of its clients' awards, according to former employees.
Advanced Micro Devices once hired Ryan, who offered to save AMD $30 million in taxes. When
AMD declined, Ryan sued AMD.
Ryan has become one of the state's most generous political donors. He co-founded a PAC and
supported Rick Perry's bid for the Republican nomination.
Over the course of Texas comptroller Carole Strayhorn's tenure, Ryan, his employees, and his PAC
donated nearly $3 million to her campaigns.
Contributions to current Texas comptroller Susan Combs total more than $600,000.
Since 2000, G. Brint and Amanda Ryan have contributed more than $4 million to a variety of Texas
officials and political causes.
Ryan has been appointed to a Texas economic development commission by Lt. Governor David
Dewhurst, who has received more than $150,000 in Ryan contributions.

Usefully augmenting “As Companies Seek Tax Deals, Governments Pay High Price,” Eamonn Fingleton
writes in Forbes:
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/12/03/how-job-creation-programs-backfire-on-states-andcities
•

•
•

The decision by the Japanese to set up assembly operations on American soil was based primarily on
political rather than economic considerations. Even if no state had offered any incentives, the
Japanese would have come anyway.
Their concern was to soothe trade tensions and spike the guns of protectionist interests. The net
effect of all the subsidies was to further undermine jobs in already devastated Michigan.
Americans used to thinking in terms of maximizing their private interests rarely consider the big
picture. But there is a big picture and it is becoming increasingly troubling.

Lastly, to usefully augment my “Graphic Corporate Profits 1947-2012”:
“Compensation of Employees: Wages & Salary Accruals / Gross Domestic Product”

http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/graph/?g=dpA

Buy American. Think American.
If you don't, who will?

503.
Investing, Gambling, China & The Hard Way
December 4, 2012
From the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission on December 3, 2012:
“SEC Charges China Affiliates of Big Four Accounting Firms with Violating U.S. Securities Laws in
Refusing to Produce Documents”
www.sec.gov/news/press/2012/2012-249.htm
From Reuters on November 28, 2012:
“Foreign punters are biggest losers in China's stocks casino”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/11/28/us-markets-china-qfii-idUSBRE8AR1B420121128
•

Overseas investors betting on China-traded stocks have generally fared worse than local Chinese
players over the past five years, according to Thomson Reuters data, underscoring the challenges
foreigners face in a market that some say resembles a casino.

“Resembles” a casino?
Are we supposed to feel sorry for Nominal-Americans who gamble with the People's Republic of
China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army and lose?
“Nominal-Americans”?
What do you call greedy, boneheaded economic traitors with American passports?
From the College Girl on May 31, 2010:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
•

“Corporations manufacturing in foreign countries? Don't buy their stock. Why invest in them when
they don't invest in you?”

It's still good advice.
It's still not rocket science.

504.
Study: U.S. and Chinese Consumers Willing to Pay More for
Made in USA Products
December 4, 2012
The Boston Consulting Group in September surveyed more than 5,000 consumers in the United States,
China, Germany, and France regarding the “Made in USA” brand and their actual buying behavior.
“U.S. and Chinese Consumers Willing to Pay More for Made in USA Products”
www.bcg.com/media/PressReleaseDetails.aspx?id=tcm:12-121840
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

More than 80% of American consumers are willing to pay more for products made in the U.S. than
for products made in China.
The premium Americans are willing to pay varies from approximately 10% to more than 60%,
depending on the product category.
More than 60% of Chinese consumers are willing to pay more for products made in the U.S. than for
products made in China.
The premium Chinese are willing to pay varies from approximately 10% to nearly 80%, depending
on the product category.
85% of Americans and 82% of Chinese “feel better” about the quality of American-made goods.
93% of Americans would pay more for American-made goods to keep jobs in the U.S.
By contrast, over 65% of French and German consumers are willing to pay more for products made
in their home countries than for products made in the U.S.

And—why not?—as long as we've got conventional wisdom up a tree:
“Tax Burden for Most Americans Is Lower Than in the 1980s”
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/11/30/us/tax-burden.html
•
•
•
•
•

More than 85% of households earning more than $25,000 in 2010 paid less in total taxes than
comparable households in 1980.
At lower income levels, however, the savings in federal income taxes were largely offset by increases
in federal payroll taxes, state sales taxes, and local property taxes.
The payroll tax increase reflects the general movement away from requiring upper-income
households to pay a larger portion of their income in taxes.
On average, households making $350,000 in 2010—roughly the cutoff for the top 1%—paid 42.1%
of their income in taxes. In 1980, households with the same inflation-adjusted income paid 49%.
According to Gallup, the percentage of Americans who said high-income households pay too little in
taxes fell from 77% in 1992 to 62% in 2012—this as income inequality rose to the highest levels
since the Great Depression.

Now that we understand the income tax, let's get rid of it.

505.
“Greed and Willingness to Kill”
December 5, 2012
“[We] can't imagine that amount of greed and willingness to kill, and so are easily fooled and tricked by the
individuals who control the new system that is being created. It is, sadly, a case of willful blindness.” —
Former U.S. Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney
“Congress Arrested on Manslaughter Charges”
www.theonion.com/articles/congress-arrested-on-manslaughter-charges,30588
“Mirror Mirror”
www.clowncrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/MirrorMirrorCatch.jpg
“Power does not corrupt men; fools, however, if they get into a position of power, corrupt power.” —
George Bernard Shaw

506.
Carpe Diem, IMHO
December 6, 2012
“. . . my special interest group: American citizens.”
Stay open, my friends, stay alert. We can make it happen if we work together with intelligence and
integrity—and no partisanship.
Some “interesting” pieces in advance of tomorrow's *infuriating* jobs report:
“Apple to Invest in Manufacturing Macs in U.S.”
www.businessweek.com/news/2012-12-06/apple-to-invest-in-manufacturing-macs-in-u-dot-s-dot-ceo-cooksays
•

“I don't think we have a responsibility to create a certain kind of job, but I think we do have a
responsibility to create jobs.” — CEO Tim Cook

“This is the Greatest Hoodie Ever Made”
www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2012/12/american_giant_hoodie_this_is_the_greatest_sweats
hirt_known_to_man.html
•

The upshot of this model is not only a revival of American manufacturing—you also get better
garments at competitive prices.

I spotted this this week in a Target store:
[Imagine a flat-screen Element TV in a great-big-Red-White-&-Blue box. It was only “assembled” in the
U.S., but my heart still went pitter-patter.]
“Presidential Proclamation 5424 of December 23, 1985: Made in America Month, 1985”
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-100/pdf/STATUTE-100-5-5.pdf
•

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of America, do hereby
proclaim December 1985 as Made in America Month. I invite the people of the United States to
observe this month with appropriate programs and activities to recognize and celebrate the excellence
of American products. IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and tenth.

“FCC May Give Murdoch a Very Merry Christmas”

www.billmoyers.com/2012/12/05/fcc-may-give-murdoch-a-very-merry-christmas/moyers
•

President Obama's team may be making it possible for Sir Rupert to increase his power, perversely
rewarding the man who did his best to make sure Barack Obama didn't have a second term.

“Collateral Murder”
www.collateralmurder.com
•

Disturbing, but recommended if you've never seen the leaked video used to justify the treatment and
trial that will tell us a lot about who we are.

“How American History Magazine Censored Palestine”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/12/06/how-american-history-magazine-censored-palestine
•

Publisher Weider [of Weider Health and Fitness Inc., sponsor of Arnold Schwarzenegger] is now
interviewed in the media as an expert on American history.

“German man locked up over HVB bank allegations may have been telling the truth”
www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/nov/28/gustl-mollath-hsv-claims-fraud
•

Gustl Mollath was put in a psychiatric unit for claiming his wife was involved in money-laundering
at the Bavarian bank.

“In SEC Action Against Made-in-China Stock Scams, A Second Shoe Drops”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/12/06/in-sec-action-against-made-in-china-stock-scams-asecond-shoe-drops
•

Khuzami was Deutsche Bank's general counsel at the time of that bank's alleged [$12-billion] cover
up. Now he is—at least when the cameras are rolling—leading the charge to clean up the Chinese
accounting profession.

Good-bye to Dave Brubeck. Good-luck to Juliana Daily.
Vita brevis, ars longa—eh?

507.
“Civilian Employment” down 122,000; “Not in Labor Force”
up 542,000 or 1,017,000
December 7, 2012
“The Employment Situation—November 2012”
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
Selected categories with changes from October 2012:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construction: -20,000
Food manufacturing: -12,300
Chemical manufacturing: -9,100
Clothing and clothing accessories stores: +33,300
Temporary help services: +18,000
Health care and social assistance: +22,000
Amusements, gambling, and recreation: +12,200

Total nonfarm: +146,000
Civilian Employment: -122,000
Not in Labor Force: +542,000
FYI, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•

Not in Labor Force: +1,017,000
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now, Men: +362,000
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now, Women: -9,000

Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate: 63.6%—down from 63.8% in October
Average (Mean) Duration of Unemployment: 40.0 weeks—down from 40.2 weeks in October
U-3 unemployment: 7.7%—down from 7.9% in October
U-6 unemployment: 14.4%—down from 14.6% in October
•
•

U-3, not seasonally adjusted: 7.4%—down from 7.5% in October
U-6, not seasonally adjusted: 13.9%—unchanged from 13.9% in October

SGS unemployment: 22.9%—unchanged from 22.9% in October

Shadow Government Statistics SGS unemployment calculations include America's long-term (over 1 year)
unemployed and discouraged, who were legislated out of existence by the Clinton administration in 1994 and
are now filed under “Not in Labor Force.”
Again, that figure is:
22.9%
(—unchanged from 22.9% in October)

508.
On Behalf of the Chimpanzee, I Resent That. . . .
December 8, 2012
Chimps!
“Mechanisms underlying responses to inequitable outcomes in chimpanzees, Pan troglodytes”
http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwcbs/pdf/Brosnan%20et%20al%20AB%202010.pdf
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

Basic social factors, such as rank and sex, are not often predictive in measuring responses to inequity.
All subjects preferred a single grape to a similarly sized piece of carrot, but they ate carrot pieces in
the separate session; therefore, these choices were used throughout as the high- and low-value food
items, respectively.
Chimpanzees in this study responded to inequity between themselves and a same-sex partner, either
refusing to complete the exchange task or refusing to accept the food rewards when a partner
received a better food reward for completing the same task.
Unlike in previous studies, we found a sex difference in the response to inequity.
Males responded to violations of social expectations, or inequity, refusing to complete the interaction
with the experimenter when the partner received a better outcome more often than when the partner
got the same low-value reward.
Females were more sensitive to violations of individual expectations; they showed no difference in
response when they received a lower-value food item than their partner as compared to situations in
which both individuals received the same low-value reward. However, they showed a significantly
increased refusal rate when they and their partner were shown a high-value food reward but were
given a low-value reward for completing the task.
Results affirm the hypothesis that reactions to inequity are more likely when a task of some sort is
used. Chimpanzees did not respond to inequity of rewards when those rewards were simply handed
to the individuals for “free” without a task being required.
A possible explanation is that primates respond differently to others' rewards acquired by “good
fortune” than they do to rewards that require the effort of others to obtain.
There is no fitness benefit to reacting against other individuals' good fortune if these benefits were
not gained at one's own expense. This fits with a previous hypothesis that joint efforts require joint
payoffs to be sustainable.
Effort differentials alone are not sufficient to trigger a response to inequity, either in chimpanzees or,
more broadly, among primates.
We unexpectedly found that chimpanzees were more likely to refuse a high-value grape when
the other chimpanzee got a lower-value carrot than when the other chimpanzee also received a
grape.
This paper provides the first experimental evidence that chimpanzees respond behaviourally to
receiving more food than a conspecific partner. In the current study, chimpanzees that received a
higher-value grape refused to participate more often when the other chimpanzee received an
inferior carrot than they did when the other chimpanzee also received a grape.

•

•
•
•
•

Chimpanzees' responses may have been due to prosocial motivations, but may also have resulted
from concern over accepting a higher-value reward in the presence of a conspecific (e.g. potential
retaliation).
The length of time that the social group has been stable does not appear to be related to the subjects'
responses.
Differences in the amount of effort required to receive a reward did not elicit responses to inequity.
Finally, we found that chimpanzees are sensitive to overcompensation, or receiving a greater reward,
as well as undercompensation, or receiving a lesser reward.
It seems likely that this sensitivity to social expectations evolved in the context of sociality and may
be found in a wide variety of other cooperative species.

Chimps!
Confucius said: “When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.”
Of 100 chimps and 100 humans, how many would understand what Confucius was trying to say?

509.
Americans—No More, No Less, No Hyphens
December 8, 2012
Glen Ford's latest salvo—
“The Shameless Vacuity of Susan Rice's Black Boosters”
www.blackagendareport.com/content/shameless-vacuity-susan-rices-black-boosters
•
•

“Africa doesn't matter, U.S. wars don't matter, nothing matters to the Black Misleadership Class
except the sickly prestige of basking in the (distant) glow of power.”
“. . . all this means nothing to the vacuous and fawning class that claims to represent Black America.”

—reminded me of something I wrote about our President back in April:
“Obama's So-Called ‘Socialism’”
[FFC #298]
•

“Strange. I see him as rich, white, and Wall Street.”

—and got me thinking about our President, Attorney General, U.S. Trade Representative, UN Ambassador,
and quite possibly our next Secretary of State.
Is anyone falling for this? Holey Moley, I'm blacker than any of these people. And come to think of it,
Barack Obama is more Republican by any current standards than Eisenhower or Nixon—and more neocon
than Bush/Cheney.
I'd say we need to shake it off, but I'm still reeling from yesterday's jobs nonsense. Anyway, I dove back
into the BLS/FRED data and came up with this:
“Unemployment Rate / Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate”
November 2007; October 2008; November 2012
(not seasonally adjusted)
White: 3.9% / 66.5%; 5.5% / 66.4%; 6.4% / 63.7%
Black or African American: 8.3% / 63.2%; 11.0% / 63.6%; 12.7% / 61.2%
Hispanic or Latino: 5.6% / 69%; 8.4% / 68.4%; 9.8% / 65.9%

Asian: 3.6% / 67.3%; 3.8% / 66.2%; 6.4% / 64.5%
Before, during, and after the crash, “Black or African” America suffered the worst unemployment, the worst
labor force participation, and, I will venture, the worst possible leadership conceivable.
But enough with the official U.S. Government designations. “Black or African” America can be no different
from just-plain “America.”
The successful countries in today's global economy are much more homogeneous and nationalistic than we
suppose.
If we are to survive, it will be as Americans—no more, no less, no hyphens.

510.
Lives Decided by Multinationals
December 9, 2012
Free trade means our lives are decided by corporations—multinational corporations. There is nothing
conservative, nothing liberal, nothing free about this.
“Restoring America's Promise of Opportunity, Prosperity and Growth”
www.brookings.edu/events/2006/04/05education
•

“I think that if you polled many of the people in this room, most of us are strong free traders and most
of us believe in markets.” — Sen. Barack Obama to the Hamilton Project on April 5, 2006

“IMF Endorses Capital Controls while U.S. TPP Negotiators Try to Ban Them”
www.citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2012/12/imf-endorses-capital-controls-while-us-tpp-negotiators-tryto-ban-them.html
•

Coinciding with the IMF's release of its U.S.-approved endorsement of capital controls, this week
U.S. negotiators in Auckland are pushing other TPP negotiating countries to lock in the proposed
TPP prohibition of capital controls.

“Saving Economics from the Economists”
www.hbr.org/2012/12/saving-economics-from-the-economists
•

“Today, production is marginalized in economics. . . . It is suicidal for the field to slide into a hard
science of choice, ignoring the influences of society, history, culture, and politics on the working of
the economy.” — Ronald Coase, Nobel laureate in economics

“Cashing in on state-owned banking”
www.scotsman.com/news/alf-young-cashing-in-on-state-owned-banking-1-2654306
•

Currently, only one American state owns its own depository bank. It has been in existence since
1919 and was created by Norwegian and other immigrants, determined, through their Non-Partisan
Alliance, to stop rapacious Wall Street money men foreclosing on their farms. All state revenues
have to be deposited with the publicly-owned Bank of North Dakota. There are no bonuses, fees, or
commissions paid at BND. For the past ten years, it has been paying a dividend to the state of North
Dakota, with a population of some 680,000, of some $30 million per year. Intriguingly, North
Dakota has not suffered the way much of the US and the western industrialised world have.

“How Youth Are Put At Risk by Parents' Low-Wage Jobs”

http://cdn.umb.edu/images/centers_institutes/center_social_policy/Youth_at_RiskParents_Low_Wage_Jobs_
Fall_121.pdf
•

Low-wage work is projected to account for two of every three new jobs in the United States over the
next decade. Our careful examination of life at the intersection of children's needs and parents' work
suggests—above all else—that working families need decent, sustainable jobs and parents must have
the freedom to take care of their children, not only for their sake, but for the good of the nation.

In the Hamilton Project speech, advertising his availability to Wall Street multinationals and money
changers, Senator Obama decried “nativist sentiment [and] protectionism.”
Like I said, free trade means our lives are decided by multinational corporations. You get what you pay for.

511.
UnUsual Videos, Essential Viewing
December 10, 2012
The truth is out there. These installments courtesy of Bernard A. Lietaer:
“Bernard Lietaer — What About Money — Interview by Lars Schall (best interview ever)”
www.vimeo.com/49640053
Possibly even better than the above-recommended “best interview ever”:
“Bernard Lietaer — On Monetary Blind Spots and Structural Solutions”
www.vimeo.com/49101201
I won't try to summarize Lietaer's densely refreshing presentations. I did, however, transcribe one
particularly entertaining passage to lure you:
•

Now, Paul Krugman told me personally that I was totally crazy to talk about the money issue. He
said have you not—we were both from MIT, we were graduated from the same school, we had the
same professors, and what he told me—didn't they tell you never touch the money system? Never
touch the money system! You can touch everything else, but never touch the money system. And
the reason is there. You will not be invited to the right places, and you can kiss goodbye of the Nobel
and everything else that is worthwhile getting. You're killing yourself academically if you touch the
money system.

I doubt any of us will be surprised if the next U.S. Treasury Secretary comes from Wall Street, spiritually
bankrupt as his predecessors. He could, I suppose, hire Bernard Lietaer as a consultant—but why?

512.
The Antecedents of American Infrastructure
December 10, 2012

513.
Oil wars? Wall Street bailouts? Trade deficits?
December 10, 2012
“Some will complain, some will denounce, but the American spirit does not grant us the freedom to deprive
our children of theirs.”
From Princeton University:
“Synthetic fuels could eliminate entire U.S. need for crude oil, create ‘new economy’”
www.princeton.edu/main/news/archive/S35/39/49I49/index.xml
•

•

•

•
•

The U.S. could eliminate the need for crude oil by using a combination of coal, natural gas, and nonfood crops to make synthetic fuel, a team of researchers led by Princeton professor Christodoulas
Floudas has found.
Besides economic and national security benefits, the plan has potential environmental advantages.
Because plants absorb carbon dioxide, the U.S. could cut vehicle greenhouse emissions by as much
as 50% over the next several decades by using non-food crops to create liquid fuels.
Synthetic fuels could be used directly in automobile engines and are almost identical to fuels refined
from crude oil. This sets them apart from currently available biofuels such as ethanol which have to
be mixed with gas or require special engines.
Accomplishing this would not be easy, quick, or cheap.
A realistic approach would call for a gradual implementation of synthetic fuel technology. Floudas
estimates it would take 30 to 40 years for the U.S. to fully adopt synthetic fuel, and a price tag of
roughly $1.1 trillion for the entire system.

Forty years and $1.1 trillion?
How much time and money have we spent on oil wars? Wall Street bailouts? Trade deficits?
And what about the “associated” costs?

514.
I hadn’t planned another mailing for today, but . . . we’re on
our own. . . .
December 10, 2012
I hadn't planned another mailing for today, but . . . I'll keep it brief.
Eamonn pulls no punches in Forbes:
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/12/10/yes-of-course-china-is-headed-the-same-way-as-japanbut-just-not-in-the-way-you-think
•

A century from now, when all the idiots in today's Anglophone press have passed from the scene,
America's loss of leadership in advanced manufacturing—and its consequent increasingly abject
dependence for funding on the governments of Japan, China, and other East Asian nations—will be
the one thing that will be remembered.

Next, basically the same story from two purportedly antagonistic media giants who claim to represent the
same interests—which, in fact, when you think about it, they really do. Pick your poison:
Fox News on August 8:
“California School District Will Spend $1 Billion to Borrow $100 Million”
www.foxbusiness.com/investing/2012/08/08/california-school-districts-spend-1-billion-to-borrow-100million
NPR on December 7:
“School District Owes $1 Billion On $100 Million Loan”
www.npr.org/2012/12/07/166745290/school-district-owes-1-billion-on-100-million-loan
Yes, this—this!—is the level of financial sophistication we deserve in our public employees.
It's not funny, and none of it would be happening if we had enough money—that is, if we were a
manufacturing, wealth-creating economy.
Do not expect any help from our politicians. We're on our own.
As I've recently pointed out, revised hero Ronald Reagan (think “abject dependence for funding on . . .
Japan”) officially proclaimed December 1985 “Made in America Month”—on December 23, 1985, with one
shopping day left in the season. The next year—after the U.S. trade deficit deepened another 14%—he
issued a similarly lame proclamation during the second week of December.

Barack Obama, “liberal” icon, advertised himself to the multinationals and money changers long before he
ever got near the White House or even the Senate. He claimed to be a “strong free trader” and that's exactly
what he delivered.
Wall Street was thrilled with Ronald Reagan. Wall Street, no doubt, is twice as thrilled with Barack Obama.
(BTW: “free trader” = “labor arbitrageur” or “jobs-offshoring traitor.” Anything else is pure theory and
propaganda.)
I said I'd make this brief.
There are two shopping weeks left before Christmas. Please make them count. Google “American-made
goods” and support your own pocketbook for the longer run.
Do not expect any help from our politicians. We're on our own.
After all, we're in the middle of a revolution.

515.
The Business of America is Business, So We Set Another
Record
December 11, 2012
The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $42.2 billion in October from
$40.3 billion in September (revised), as exports decreased more than imports.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services, October 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade
U.S. Goods Deficit, September to October, with:
•
•
•

China: $29.1 to $29.5 billion, led by imports of computers and toys, games, and sporting goods.
Japan: $4.8 to $7.0 billion, led by imports of automotive vehicles, parts, and accessories and
industrial machines.
European Union: $8.6 to $10.6 billion, led by imports of passenger cars, civilian aircraft, and
petroleum products.

Our October experience with China set an all-time, history-of-Planet-Earth record for worst trade deficit with
one country.
Our goods deficit with China represented 45.6% of our entire goods deficit. This includes oil.
So far, in 2012, our goods deficit with China tallies $261,646,700,000.
By this time in 2011, the previous record year, it was “only” $245,501,000,000.
President Kennedy said the two things he feared most were nuclear war and trade deficits.
Nice to know the current President isn't afraid of anything.

516.
Met Acquires Thomas Hart Benton’s “America Today”
December 12, 2012
“AXA Equitable Donates Thomas Hart Benton Mural”
www.axa-equitable.com/axa/benton-mural.html
•

•

•

A 20th-century icon of American culture, the mural was acquired and restored by AXA Equitable
(then Equitable Life) in 1984, at the urging of the City of New York to keep the landmark here on
public display. Honoring our commitment and respecting the mural's significance as a national
treasure, AXA Equitable's gift to the Met ensures that America Today remains in New York.
Thomas Hart Benton in 1968: “I'd just go around, sketching and talking to people. You could talk to
people quite easily then. I don't find that same easy contact now, and I don't think it's just because
I'm older. I think young people feel it too, and that's why there's all this rebellion.”
“The mural wasn't supposed to be a work of social protest at all, just a report on American life before
the Depression.”

Never say a French insurance company never gave you anything American.

517.
More in the Name of American Workers
December 13, 2012
If these guys are working for me, they can stop any time.
With great fanfare, the Fed has tied its policy to unemployment and projected inflation:
www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/press/monetary/20121212a.htm
As if this won't (further) encourage anyone to (further) obfuscate the figures. It will be wise to remember
that the Fed works much harder to protect the 1%'s assets from erosion than it does to protect the 99%'s jobs
from erosion. The Fed maintains its “highly accommodative stance” for its banking friends—this time,
shamelessly officially in the name of American workers.
Peter G. Peterson founded the private equity Blackstone Group in 1985—the same year he became chairman
of the Council on Foreign Relations.
Ahem.
Some readers might recall that Blackstone got $3 billion from the PRC/CCP/PLA Chinese government—to
“coincide” with its IPO.
Some days, no matter how hard you try, you just can't make this stuff up.
Anyhow, in case you're wondering what Pete Peterson's Alan Simpson (R) and Erskine Bowles (D) are up to
these days:
“Now Touring, the Debt Duo, Simpson-Bowles”
www.nytimes.com/2012/11/28/us/politics/now-touring-the-debt-duo-simpson-bowles.html
•
•

The proof of their appeal: some business groups pay them $40,000 each per appearance.
Really. To discuss budgets and baselines.

All for the benefit of American workers. . . .
Some days, no matter how hard you try, you can't swing a dead anything without hitting a pickpocket.

518.
Selling U.S. to PRC/CCP/PLA—Probably Not the Best Idea
There Ever Was
December 13, 2012
From Greg Autry and Peter Navarro:
“Just Say No to Chinese Acquisitions of American Assets”
www.huffingtonpost.com/peter-navarro-and-greg-autry/china-battery-company_b_2273127.html
•
•
•
•

Michigan battery maker A123 has state-of-the-art technology, and its development was partly
financed by the American taxpayer.
Beijing's typical MO is to acquire a company like A123, strip it of its technology, and then move
most or all of the jobs to China.
The American people should be outraged at the selling of America to a country that does not have our
best interests at heart.
The White House and Congress need to . . . read the reports they're getting on a regular basis from the
Pentagon and agencies like the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission.

From Wessel and Wortzel at the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission:
“Chinese Purchase of Complete Genomics requires scrutiny”
www.mercurynews.com/opinion/ci_22163698/michael-wessel-and-larry-wortzel-chinese-purchase-complete
•
•
•

This sale may not be an innocuous investment in science.
Research in this field may yield miraculous cures but may also be the building blocks of 21st-century
bioweapons.
How Washington and states deal with the coming tsunami of similar Chinese investment will have
enormous repercussions. The bulk of these investments will be made by Chinese state-owned-andcontrolled companies seeking to harness foreign companies to advance the aims of the government
and the ruling Communist Party.

“Ulterior plans in the giant's hands. . . .”

519.
Why Send This Three Times in Three Years?
December 13, 2012
From a conversation* between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a U.S. delegation to China:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clark Bowers: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
Mo Xiusong: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may take
well over a hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
Clark Bowers: Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or
their economic environment still exist?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be against the laws of science.
Clark Bowers: As part of your reform, do you even desire to ever allow for anti-Socialist political
parties?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be unconstitutional.
Clark Bowers: Do you have any desire to change this part of the constitution?
Mo Xiusong: No, the people wouldn't support it.
Clark Bowers: Who speaks for the people of China?
Mo Xiusong: The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their
mind.
Mo Xiusong continues: The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that
tore the social fabric of the USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, and history has vindicated our leadership by the economic and political stability that has
followed.

“Dollar to the Giant” note: Surprisingly few Americans remember that the Communist Party of China
created the People's Liberation Army long before there was a People's Republic of China. The CCP and
PLA then—“out of the barrel of a gun,” in Mao's words—established the People's Republic of China.
Essentially, they are all one and the same.
When we buy Chinese-made goods, our money supports the People's Liberation Army. When multinational
corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist Party.
—
*Quoted in Beating the Unbeatable Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D., pages 408 – 410

520.
Can we stop being hypocrites about . . . ?
December 14, 2012
When I was in grade school in the 1960s, hypocrisy was a popular topic—especially among our language
teachers, for whom the sound of “hypocrite!” was singularly painful. Apparently, their experience with
foreign, older cultures helped them to see where ours was headed.
But enough of this idealistic human responsibility crap. I want to know what's in it for me, right now.
“The Staggering Decline and Fall of Labor: Michigan's new right-to-work law is the latest blow to
union power”
www.buchanan.org/blog/the-fall-of-the-house-of-labor-5424
•

•
•

•

•

A second blow came with the postwar rise of Germany and Japan. Their plants and equipment were
all newer than ours. Their wages were far lower, as they did not carry the burden of defending the
Free World. Under our defense umbrella, they began to invade and capture our markets. And Uncle
Sam let them do it.
But the mortal blow to American unions came from globalization.
The corporate establishment and political establishment shook hands, the deed was done, and the fate
of U.S. industrial unions sealed. So came NAFTA, GATT, the World Trade Organization, MFN for
China [and now Russia], free trade with all.
And with globalization came trade deficits unlike any the world had ever seen, a loss of one-third of
U.S. manufacturing jobs in the last decade, a U.S. dependence on foreign-made goods almost as great
as in colonial days, the enrichment of our corporate and financial elites beyond the dreams of avarice,
and the decline and fall of the house of labor.
Unions are dying because, in America, economic patriotism is dead.

Of course, not every union will admit that it's a union. The American Medical and Bar Associations are
notable examples, but special interests are special interests, after all.
An illuminating and upbeat video:
“Oklahoma Doctors vs. Obamacare”
www.reason.com/reasontv/2012/11/15/the-obamacare-revolt-oklahoma-doctors-fi
•
•

The Surgery Center of Oklahoma posts its prices online and delivers first-rate care at a fraction of
what traditional hospitals charge.
“One reason our prices are so low is that we don't have administrators running around in their four- or
five-thousand-dollar suits,” said co-founder and managing partner Keith Smith, MD.

An upbeat and illuminating video:

“Website sells only American-made products”
www.abclocal.go.com/kabc/video?id=8919913
•

Todd Lipscomb, founder of MadeInUSAForever.com and author of Re-Made in the USA, is one of
the pioneers of our effort.

Lastly, a view worth considering from a thoughtful Andrew Bacevich:
“How We Became Israel”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/how-we-became-israel
•

•
•
•

What's hard to figure out is why the United States would choose to follow Israel's path. Yet over the
course of the Bush/Clinton/Bush/Obama quarter-century, that's precisely what we've done. The
pursuit of global military dominance, a proclivity for preemption, a growing taste for assassination—
all justified as essential to self-defense.
We have choices that Israel does not. Yet in disregarding those choices the United States has
stumbled willy-nilly into an Israeli-like condition of perpetual war.
Their habits are ours. Reversing that process would require stores of courage and imagination that
may no longer exist in Washington.
Given the reigning domestic political climate, those holding or seeking positions of power find it
easier—and less risky—to stay the course, vainly nursing the hope that by killing enough “terrorists”
peace on terms of our choosing will result. Here too the United States has succumbed to Israeli
illusions.

We depend on “America” for so much—for practically everything in our lives.
Can we stop being hypocrites about our citizenship?

521.
Unmeasuring Inflation
December 15, 2012
On Wednesday, the patriots at the Federal Reserve tied monetary policy to unemployment and, for the
purpose of this discussion, to projected inflation. Yesterday, the BLS reported November's 2011-to-2012
CPI-U inflation to have been 1.8%.
(Although, for what it's worth, I don't personally know anyone on a budget who believes 1.8% of anything
the government says.)
Note that the CPI-U is different from the C-CPI-U, a subject to which we will likely unfortunately
necessarily return. Today, I'll call your attention to the BLS's FAQs page for the C-CPI-U:
www.bls.gov/cpi/cpisupqa.htm
•
•
•
•
•
•

The C-CPI-U employs a formula that reflects the effect of substitution that consumers make across
item categories in response to changes in relative prices.
For example, pork and beef are two separate CPI item categories. If the price of pork increases while
the price of beef does not, consumers might shift away from pork to beef.
The C-CPI-U is further distinguished from the CPI-U and CPI-W based upon the expenditure weights
and formulas used to produce aggregate measures of price change.
The evidence suggests that the C-CPI-U over time will trend slightly lower than the CPI-U.
BLS takes no position on what the Congress or the Administration should use to make adjustments to
Social Security or any other federal program.
The C-CPI-U to our knowledge is currently not used in any federal legislation as an adjustment
mechanism.

That said, the C-CPI-U will likely be the next statistical weapon our politicians use to reduce our cost-ofliving adjustments.
Meanwhile, the Fed will keep (literally) making money for its buddies and the banks, boosting the value of
their assets and keeping them well ahead of (official) inflation.
A useful overview of inflation without representation can be found in this free download:
“Public Comment on Inflation Measurement”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-438-public-comment-on-inflation-measurement
•
•
•

Consumer Price Index has been reconfigured since the early 1980s so as to understate inflation vs.
common experience.
CPI no longer measures the cost of maintaining a constant standard of living.
CPI no longer measures full inflation for out-of-pocket expenditure.

•
•
•

With the misused cover of academic theory, politicians forced significant under-reporting of official
inflation, so as to cut annual cost-of-living adjustments to Social Security, etc.
Use of the CPI to adjust retirement benefits, private income, or to set investment goals impairs the
ability of retirees, income earners, and investors to stay ahead of inflation.
Understated inflation used in estimating inflation-adjusted growth has created the illusion of recovery
in reported GDP.

By the way, along with the BLS, SGS published an inflation figure yesterday, too—
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-489-november-cpi-industrial-production
—which was 9.4%
—which probably sounds more accurate to Americans who've had to substitute across item categories from
pork to beef to dried beans and tap water.

522.
Huge Fines Can Be Huge Incentives
December 16, 2012
Huge fines can be huge incentives.
This is wealth transfer—from the People to the politicians by way of Wall Street. Nobody goes to jail—
because the politicians want the criminals to stay in business to take the People's money so that the
politicians can continue to fine the criminals—and nobody goes to jail.
(Much less the guillotine.)
“UBS Libor Pact Said to Include $1.6 Billion, Charges”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-14/ubs-libor-pact-said-to-include-charges-against-bankers.html
•

•

The charges against UBS [“Union Bank of Switzerland”] would be the first brought by the U.S.
Department of Justice against individuals alleged to have manipulated the London interbank offered
rate, or Libor, and comparable lending rates in Europe and Japan.
UBS is set to pay as much as $1.6 billion to settle charges of interest rate manipulation with the
Justice Department, the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission, the U.K. Financial Services
Authority, and the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority.

“HSBC to pay $1.9 billion U.S. fine in money-laundering case”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/12/11/us-hsbc-probe-idUSBRE8BA05M20121211
•

•

HSBC [“Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation”] agreed to pay a record $1.92 billion in fines
to U.S. authorities for allowing itself to be used to launder a river of drug money flowing out of
Mexico.
In documents filed in federal court in Brooklyn, the Justice Department also charged the bank with
violating sanctions laws by doing business with customers in Iran, Libya, Sudan, Burma, and Cuba.

Don't all these crooked foreigners make you feel just a little safer about the good old USA?
I wouldn't be surprised to learn that Wall Street is banking on it.

523.
Confidence, Conscience, Conspiracy, Bilderberg,
Communism
December 17, 2012
If you want stupid people to think you're smart, it pays to be negative. Pessimism and “reasons why not”
serve to gracefully establish both your worldly authority and your mastery of the subject at hand.
Another useful tool is conspiracy theory. You'll want to avoid the actual theory or theories, of course,
whatever they are, like the plague, but keep the term “conspiracy theory” handy to discredit and dismiss
anything you've a mind to. It's important to be comfortable.
It can be instructive to note that research and investigation tend to lie outside the media's comfort zone, while
our financial-political complex is enthusiastically comfortable with any and all conspiracy-related inquiry.
Only a crackpot would think they don't have our best interests at heart, and these crackpots must be dealt
with—preemptively, if at all possible.
Lately, I've been wondering if some of our old lions might be feeling their mortality. A week ago, I reported
on former Belgium central banker Bernard Lietaer, now 70, and his contention or confession that our money
system, among other things, is a hoax—one that Paul Krugman, among others, warned Lietaer never to
discuss. Former senator Fritz Hollings, now 90, concluded a recent essay—
“Trade War - Superpower War”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/12.1015.tradewar.htm
—with the astonishing sentence:
•

“Corporate America must let the government take control of the economy and the Trilateral
Commission and Council on Foreign Relations must stop spreading terrorism and let the government
return to its Good Neighbor Policy.”

Regarding the Council on Foreign Relations: recent readers will remember that Peter G. Peterson was CFR
chairman from 1985, the year he founded The Blackstone Group, until 2007, the year his Blackstone Group
got $3 billion from the Chinese government and went public.
Now, a genuine-&-bona fide crackpot might have just reminded you that the Chinese government is
communist—so enthusiastically communist, in fact, that earlier this year they issued a new law requiring
Chinese lawyers to take an oath of loyalty to—get this—the Communist Party:
www.nytimes.com/2012/03/23/world/asia/chinese-lawyers-chafe-at-new-oath-to-communist-party.html
•

“I swear to faithfully fulfill the sacred mission of legal workers in socialism with Chinese
characteristics. I swear my loyalty to the motherland, to the people, to uphold the leadership of the

Communist Party of China and the socialist system, and to protect the dignity of the Constitution and
laws.”
Of course, only a crackpot would think the People's Republic of China doesn't have the American People's
best interests at heart—and I must be dealt with, if at all possible.
Without any further sarcastic ado, I'll turn you over to Eamonn Fingleton's latest, in which he takes another
whack at another conspiracy favorite: The Bilderberg Group.
(Eamonn's only 64, but man is he ever scrappy.)
“John Kerry, Tipped as the Next Secretary of State, Has Bilderberg Links”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2012/12/17/john-kerry-tipped-as-the-next-secretary-of-state-hasbilderberg-links
•
•
•

•

The Bilderberg group is notably secretive, which catches the lunatic fringe's imagination. But it has
also attracted reasoned criticism from quite sane observers over the years.
On closer examination, the Bilderbergers break down into two camps:
A tightly focused hard core representing the national interests of Germany, the Netherlands, and
Austria. One of their top objectives seems to be to get Britain and the United States to continue to
facilitate central European trade policies.
A ragbag of British and American notables who have led their nations' push toward unconditional,
and often unreciprocated, free trade. Some of these people are showboaters (Bill Clinton and Henry
Kissinger come to mind) and some are idealists . . . but irrespective of whether or not they believe the
radical free market dogma they spout, they rank high on any list of people the export-minded
governments of central Europe might want to encourage

If you've read this far, I'll test your tolerance with a thought-sobering essay on the shooting of children, more
or less, from Arthur Silber:
www.powerofnarrative.blogspot.com/2012/12/god-damn-you-america-and-your-white.html
Not exactly what you'd call “SFW”—and what a terribly sad comment this is.

524.
Why We Take This Abuse
December 18, 2012
How is it possible to create a nation of sheep who allow themselves to be fleeced and slaughtered?
Every once in a while, I take my question directly to the sheep, but all I ever get are sheep shrugs, and sheep
stares . . .
. . . and stories about their happy childhoods.
Basically, from sheep, all I ever get is bull.
But everything begins somewhere, and we need to get a clue.
Here's a good clue:
In the United States, under most circumstances, it is illegal to strike another adult but legal to strike a child.
It is illegal to strike one's spouse—if only to correct their behavior.
Spouses, legally, are human beings and not property.
Children, typically, are not accorded the same status.
If our early experiences teach us that we're somebody's property—and worse—is it any wonder we let our
authority figures do whatever they want with us?
Our children need our adults to grow up.
See:
“Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children”
www.endcorporalpunishment.org/pages/frame.html
Scroll down to “Global progress” and click on:
•
•

“Online global table: legality of corporal punishment” [Last updated October 2012]
“States which have prohibited” [33 countries now prohibit the physical punishment of children—
even at school, even at home]

A report on the U.S. can be found by clicking “Individual state reports” and then the “North American
states” drop-down arrow.

It's worse than a little embarrassing, but we need to hear it—today—and it's time to grow up.

525.
Assault Weapons on the Orient Express
December 19, 2012
I've just had an amazing time with Internet research. Frustrating, to be sure, because so much information
has been deleted—or so it appeared—but I still managed to come up with some stories I think you'll find,
well, amazing.
Before we begin, a couple of notes from 1994:
•
•

On May 26, Bill Clinton delinked China's MFN (Most Favored Nation) status from human rights
abuses.
On September 13, the Federal Assault Weapons Ban was passed by Congress and signed into law by
President Clinton.

Moving along:
Dated November 28, 1994 is this extraordinary blog post by “SK” of Keng's Firearm Specialty in Atlanta. In
1987, Keng's (now KFS Industries) partnered with the PLA's Poly Technologies to form PTK International
for the purpose of bringing Chinese-made “assault” rifles into the United States. SK tells a fascinating
insider's tale and includes some prominent names, but I'll highlight just his first and last paragraphs:
“Conversations with Chinese Intelligence Officials”
http://lde421.blogspot.com/2011/07/conversations-with-chinese-intelligence_1266.html
•

•

Poly Technologies and the PLA. Their only concern and motivation, they've demonstrated, is
money. If they can profit from a venture, they will get into any business. Any business. They have
no problem getting dollars.
They are very subtle about it, and they don't go around saying hey we are the Chinese Army. The
thing is that American business really rolls out the red carpet for these guys.

On March 14, 1997, Michael Hedges, then of Scripps-Howard, wrote this shocker for the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette:
“Arms OK preceded U.S. visit”
www.supremelaw.org/sls/email/box086/msg08690.htm
•

•

A massive shipment of Chinese guns and ammunition, which had been banned by order of President
Clinton, was approved for delivery into the United States four days before the head of a major
Chinese gun company met Clinton in the White House.
On Feb. 2, 1996, the federal government issued importation permits for a multimillion dollar
shipment of more than 100,000 semiautomatic weapons and millions of rounds of ammunition. The

•

permits were for a company called China Jiang An to deliver arms made by Chinese government
owned arms manufacturers Norinco and Poly Techologies.
Four days later at the White House, President Clinton met Wang Jun, chairman of the government
owned conglomerate that runs Poly Technologies.

On March 26, 1997, New York Daily News elaborated where other papers feared to tread:
“THIS PREZ DONOR A REAL PISTOL”
www.nydailynews.com/archives/news/prez-donor-real-pistol-article-1.767089
•

•

•

•

•

As Vice President Gore reassures China's leaders not to worry about the campaign fund-raising
scandal, federal investigators suspect that a central figure of a scheme to influence our government
with foreign cash also masterminded the importation of more than 2 million assault rifles into the
United States by the Chinese military.
Despite the ban, a Chinese company last year received permission to import 100,000 more rifles,
along with millions of bullets. The U.S. lawyer representing the Chinese could not explain why the
special permits were suddenly granted Feb. 2, 1996. “All of a sudden, there was a breakthrough,” the
attorney, Robert Sanders, was reported to say. “I can't account for it.”
Investigators note that four days later, on Feb. 6, the prime Chinese arms exporter attended a White
House coffee klatsch. He is 55-year-old [Poly Technologies chairman] Wang Jun, and in obtaining
his visa he had filed a letter from Ernest Green, a close Clinton friend and top fund-raiser. The day
after Wang sipped java with the President, Green's wife contributed $50,000 to the Democratic
National Committee. Her previous year's contribution had been $250. Meanwhile, another 100,000
assault rifles were prepared for shipment from China to a Detroit firm.
Wang . . . reportedly proposed that they could both unload the [Chinese] surplus and establish an
economic “beachhead” by exporting the weapons to America. Without so much as a coffee klatsch,
the Bush administration agreed in 1987 to allow the importation of Chinese “sporting guns.”
Wang dispatched a former Chinese Navy officer, named Robert Ma, to Atlanta where he supervised
the new Poly subsidiary, PTK International. In June 1987, the firm imported $1 million in bullets
from China. These were followed by more than 2 million assault rifles, until the 1994 ban.

On September 3, 1997, Attorney General Janet Reno received the following letter from a majority of the
majority of the House Judiciary Committee, chock full of questions about Bill Clinton's sell-out to China:
http://judiciary.house.gov/legacy/renoltr.htm
•

•
•
•

On February 6, 1996, Wang Jun attended a coffee at the White House with President Clinton. Mr.
Wang is head of the state-owned company, China International Trade and Investment Corp.
(“CITIC”), a $21 billion conglomerate, and its subsidiary Poly Technologies. Poly Technologies is
the primary arms dealing company for the Chinese military. Mr. Wang gained assess to the coffee
through Charles Yah Lin Trie, an old Arkansas friend of President Clinton and a Democratic Party
fund-raiser.
Among other things, in the spring of 1996, Mr. Trie delivered suspicious donations totaling $789,000
to the President's legal defense fund.
President and Mrs. Clinton knew about these suspicious donations at the time, and they concurred in
efforts to conceal them until after the election.
On March 8, 1996, just a month after Mr. Wang's visit with President Clinton, the President of Poly's
U.S. subsidiary, Robert Ma, sold his house in Atlanta and fled the country. On March 18, 1996,
federal agents surreptitiously seized a Poly shipment of 2,000 AK-47 [fully automatic] assault rifles

•

•

in Oakland, California. These weapons had left China on February 18 aboard a vessel belonging to
another state-owned company, the Chinese Ocean Shipping Company (“COSCO”).
Smuggling the weapons into the United States has not harmed the fortunes of COSCO. In April
1996, with the support of the Clinton Administration, COSCO signed a lease with the city of Long
Beach, California to rent a now defunct navy base in Long Beach, California. To our knowledge,
allowing a Communist government to control a former naval base on our shores is unprecedented.
In addition, the Clinton Administration has allowed COSCO's ships access to our most sensitive ports
with one day's notice rather than the usual four, and it has given COSCO a $138 million loan
guarantee to build ships in Alabama. The Administration has made all of these concessions since the
coffee with Mr. Wang. That COSCO participated in the shipment of illegal arms does not appear to
have dampened the Administration's enthusiasm in any of these matters.

There's much, much more in this letter, and it's chock full of references—but good luck finding them.
Whether or not the Internet was in full swing at the time might not matter so much as the Clintons' power.
Bet your bottom dollar that, to this day, nothing happens in our national politics without the Clinton
imprimatur.
Bottom line:
__________

526.
The Woman at the Table Next to Me
December 20, 2012
Wi-Fi coffee shop. The woman at the table next to me is nursing her baby. He's dressed in red and white.
There's Christmas music playing in the background and it's supposed to snow today.
Online, in the news, the experts are busy working: fussing over the same things, in the same ways, asking the
same questions in the same voice. They never answer any questions—at least they think they never answer
any questions, not the important ones, but they do.
Every day, with every brilliant display, they tell us what they care about—or what they think they care about.
In either case, they're wrong—which might help to explain the self-destruction in their smugness and the
smugness in their self-destruction.
The woman at the table next to me will not give up so easily.
If our experts are half as smart as they think they are, they'll start to come clean while we're still in a good
mood.

527.
Myths About Mass Shootings
December 21, 2012
A disclosure (of sorts):
I've owned firearms since I was 12 years old, airguns before that. I was a junior member of the NRA for a
couple of years, but I didn't like the organization so I didn't renew. I've done a lot of shooting: some at
animals I've subsequently eaten, most at clay or paper as a tinkerer and handloader. I've never shot at a
silhouette, photograph, or anything that resembled another human being, nor have I ever owned a firearm
with styling or features to suggest this type of use. But these have been personal choices, not criticisms.
Now the article—flawed, I think, but still the most useful commentary I've read this week:
“Top 10 myths about mass shootings”
By James Alan Fox, The Lipman Family Professor of Criminology, Law and Public Policy, Northeastern
University
www.boston.com/community/blogs/crime_punishment/2012/12/top_10_myths_about_mass_shooti.html
•

Even before the death toll in last Friday's school massacre in Newtown, CT was determined,
politicians, pundits, and professors of varied disciplines were all over the news, pushing their
proposals for change. Some talked about the role of guns, others about mental health services, and
still more about the need for better security in schools and other public places. Whatever their
agenda and the passion behind it, those advocates made certain explicit or implied assumptions about
patterns in mass murder and the profile of the assailants. Unfortunately, those assumptions don't
always align with the facts.

Have you noticed that the (opportunistic) people who divide us (and keep us divided) are getting rich (and
richer) at our expense?
I don't expect we'll see much change in our gun laws. In any event, Americans are still much more likely to
be killed by lightning than in a mass shooting.
But I just read that 55 Somalis and Ethiopians died earlier today when their boat capsized, and I wonder who
will care, and pretend to care, and for how long.

528.
“Fix the Debt” Budget Lobby Protecting Defense Contracts
for Multinational Corporate Backers
December 22, 2012
Follow the money trail:
“Operation Fiscal Bluff: How the ‘Fix the Debt’ Budget Lobby is Protecting Billions in Defense
Contracts for its Corporate Backers”
www.public-accountability.org/wp-content/uploads/Operation-Fiscal-Bluff-final.pdf
•
•
•
•
•
•

The group's “core principles” focus on Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid reforms and “progrowth” tax reform, but fail to even mention defense spending.
Fix the Debt identifies the sequester's automatic defense spending decrease not as a potential
contributor to deficit reduction, but rather as cause for concern.
A review of the group's corporate ties shows that 38 Fix the Debt leaders have ties to 43 companies
with defense contracts totaling $43.4 billion in 2012.
These 38 leaders drew at least $401 million in compensation from these 43 companies in 2011—
averaging $10.6 million each.
Fix the Debt has a $60-million budget heavily focused on public relations.
Fix the Debt is distracting our attention from the way the defense budget funnels public money into
the pockets of Fix the Debt's wealthy corporate backers.

Funny, too, how these multinationals never recommend American manufacturing as a way to reduce
American debt.
I've said it before:
If the multinationals who control America's two-party politicians wanted to reduce America's
unemployment—and America's debt—they could do it today.
They don't want to.
Follow the money trail.

529.
China Moving to Canada with Canada Complicity
December 23, 2012
Gordon Lightfoot and Neil Young can sing “Dollar to the Giant” while Sergeant Preston and Dudley DoRight do right. I've always liked the next-door neighbors and I'm not ready put up a fence, but they're
beginning to disturb the peace.
Canada's government approved the sale of Progress Energy to Malaysian-government-owned PETRONAS
and the sale of Nexen to Chinese-government-owned CNOOC—more than $5 billion and $15 billion,
respectively.
FYI: PETRONAS was advised by Bank of America Merrill Lynch; CNOOC was advised by Citigroup and
Bank of Montreal; Nexen was advised by Goldman Sachs and Royal Bank of Canada. Go figure.
Canadian politicians complained and feigned:
www.canada.com/news/national/Government+approves+CNOOC+Nexen+Petronas+Progress+takeover+bid
s/7668195/story.html
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/canada-clears-15-billion-chinese-takeover-of-an-energy-company
But their words were so weaselly, I had to weasel around myself, and—holy moo shu moose wrapped in
maple leaves!—more weasels of dual nationality:
“Monthly Trade Report, October 2012”
www.international.gc.ca/economist-economiste/performance/monthly-mensuel.aspx
Direct quotes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Only imports from the U.S. rose (up 1.6%). Imports from Japan, the EU, and all other destinations
were down.”
“Canada's trade deficit with the world narrowed to $169 million in October from $1 billion in the
previous month.”
Listed as a separate item: “China, Trade Balance: - $2,654,000,000”
Huh?
Footnote 2: “Chinese trade data is only available on a customs basis, whereas all other data are on a
balance of payments basis and are therefore not strictly comparable.”
Where China is concerned, Canada refuses to compare October with September. To wit: “China,
Exports, Imports, Trade Balance, % change over previous month: n.a.”
“n.a.”
FYI: “Exchange Rate Indices, CAN $ vs. Chinese Reminbi, September 2012 and October 2012:
103.4 and 101.6”

This was all just too fishy, and the fishy non-existence of September's trade report even fishier.
This report—
“Merchandise trade of Canada on a balance-of-payments basis (monthly)”
www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/trad45a-eng.htm
—is nominally BOP and therefore does not include China, only the heading “Other countries” which does
not include China.
However, the report does repeat the claim that Canada's trade deficit fell from $ 1,014,000,000 to $
169,000,000 from September to October.
Finally, I found this:
“Canadian International Merchandise Trade Database”
www5.statcan.gc.ca/cimt-cicm/home-accueil?lang=eng
•
•

Imports from China, September 2012: $ 4,285,237,772
Imports from China, October 2012: $ 4,675,025,632

So Canadian imports from China went up 9% from September to October, and Canadian trade reports are
basically nonsense designed to distract and deceive honest Canadian citizens.
Who'd have thought?
Take a look at a map and a history book. This concerns us.

530.
Churchill for Christmas
December 26, 2012
I love this quote:
“The war against human nature strengthens the fear of one's fellow man.” — Lewis H. Lapham in Lapham's
Quarterly: Intoxication
And I like this article from George Watson, Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, and author of the
controversial book The Lost Literature of Socialism. Watson's ideas, while not necessarily the same as mine,
are nonetheless intriguing and provocative.
“The Forgotten Churchill: The man who stared down Hitler also helped create the modern welfare
state”
www.theamericanscholar.org/the-forgotten-churchill
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

In Canada's House of Commons, Winston Churchill gave one of the great speeches of history while
Canadian politicians roared back their sympathy and their support.
The performance survives on film: www.britishpathe.com/video/some-chicken-some-neck-mrchurchill-at-ottawa
It is a masterpiece of theatrical timing, with a long dramatic pause between “some chicken” and
“some neck” as Churchill slowly rotates, a gentle chuckle swells into a roar, a roar into a cheer. This
is the Churchill everyone knows.
What is forgotten, above all, is Churchill's role as a social reformer and a founder of the British
welfare state.
In 1908, when Churchill was president of the national Board of Trade, there were almost no models
of state welfare anywhere on earth.
The exception was Bismarck's Prussia, which to the dismay of German Social Democrats had
instituted compulsory health insurance in 1883.
That created a sudden panic on the left. Karl Marx had died weeks before, so the socialist leader
August Bebel consulted his friend Friedrich Engels, who insisted that socialists should vote against it,
as they did.
The first welfare state on earth was created against socialist opposition.
There was nothing socialist about state welfare, and socialists were right to fear the specter of a
national health service.
Labour was the last of three British parties to accept a National Health Service.
The forgotten truth about health provision is that socialism and state welfare are old enemies, and
welfare overspending is a characteristic of advanced capitalist economies. Nobody doubts that
California is capitalistic, and its public debt is notorious; the People's Republic of China, by contrast,
is a major creditor in international finance. When the two Germanies united after 1990, the social
provision of the capitalist West was more than twice that of the socialist East, and the cost of
unification to West Germany proved vast. Talk of socialized medicine was always misleading if
socialized implies socialist, and the very word probably guarantees that confusion. The British

•
•

•

National Health Service of 1948, like the Canadian version that followed it 20 years later, always
allowed for a flourishing private sector—a sector that has tended to grow with the years. It has
neither banned private medical care nor discouraged it. Only a competitive economy, what is more,
is likely to generate a tax base big enough to maintain public hospitals, pensions, and schools. In
short, a free economy needs state welfare, and state welfare needs a free economy.
Churchill was a free trader to his dying day.
Nigel Nicolson used to tell how at first meeting in the Commons he had asked the old man in his
second premiership what the most important quality was in public life, and how Churchill had replied
briefly “mettle” and returned to his racing paper.
Churchill was the man who, with or without a cigar, had defied Hitler and won. In the end, or so it
seemed, and in total silence as a nation wept, it was as simple as that.

I hope you had a nice Christmas.

531.
What if someday they have to answer for this?
December 26, 2012
Consider:
•

•

•
•
•

•

Most Americans don't know that, since the end of the Second World War, their empire has been in
the business of creating enemies—job security for the military-industrial complex that President—
General—Eisenhower warned us about.
Our standing professional army gets its marching orders from the President, who gets his marching
orders from his multinational money people, who explain the wars to us regular folks through
corporate-sponsored media.
American citizens—rather, our children—get the bills, the caskets, and the enduring suspicion of the
outside world.
By design and deceit, the realities of war remain, for too many of us, in the video-game realm of the
abstract.
Thousands of human lives, millions of productive jobs, and trillions of taxpayer dollars are lost
forever as we go about our business, calm in the conventional wisdom that war is good for the
economy.
A truly strong President would reduce the power of his own office to that provided for by the
Constitution and American tradition, to serve our people—all of our people—through balance and
representation.

— from my candidacy speech on “Defense.”
Now:
“When U.S. drones kill civilians, Yemen's government tries to conceal it”
www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/when-us-drones-kill-civilians-yemens-government-tries-toconceal-it/2012/12/24/bd4d7ac2-486d-11e2-8af9-9b50cb4605a7_story.html
•

•
•
•

•
•

Chaos. Flames. Corpses. Then, a second missile struck. Within seconds, 11 of the passengers were
dead, including a woman and her 7-year-old daughter. A 12-year-old boy also perished that day, and
another man later died from his wounds.
Tribal leaders and Yemeni officials would later say that it was an American assault and that all the
victims were civilians who lived in a village near Radda, in central Yemen.
U.S. officials last week acknowledged for the first time that it was an American strike.
“Our entire village is angry at the government and the Americans,” [Sultan Ahmed] Mohammed
said. “If the Americans are responsible, I would have no choice but to sympathize with al-Qaeda,
because al-Qaeda is fighting America.”
Some described . . . “little white planes.”
“It burns my blood every time I see or hear the airplanes,” said Ali Ali Ahmed Mukhbil, 40, a
farmer. “All they have accomplished is destruction and fear among the people.”

•
•

At the funeral, some mourners chanted “America is a killer,” said Mohammed al-Ahmadi, a human
rights activist who attended.
“The drone war is failing,” [human rights executive Abdul Rahman] Berman said. “If the Americans
kill 10, al-Qaeda will recruit 100.”

Like I said: job security for politicians and defense contractors—the war industry.
The U.S.-based multinational war industry might get away with sacrificing American children, but our
foreign victims are not quite so forgiving, cooperative, or easily distracted.
Obviously, the politicians and defense contractors look forward to the day their victims can retaliate—
hopefully, with drones of their own.
I wonder if they also look forward to the day they'll have to answer for all of this.

532.
Experts Pretending Not To Understand
December 27, 2012
Every once in a while, I come across an article by one of our enshrined experts that, while still insulting the
reader's intelligence, does not completely insult the reader's intelligence. Today is not one of those days.
I won't belabor the point, but I will say that the high-profile experts currently pretending—pretending—not
to understand the Obama administration are the very same experts who love to jostle us with words like
“corporate” and “control” and “plutocracy.”
What did they think we thought “corporate control” looked like? What part of “plutocrat” do they think we
don't understand?
One thing for sure: we understand the part that signs their paychecks.
Shifting gears to a cautionary tale, I'm thinking about the lessons of history and, for some reason, Francois
Mitterrand's 1990 comment to George H.W. Bush:
“I like Germany so much, I think there should be two of them.”
“Germany ‘exporting’ old and sick to foreign care homes”
www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/26/german-elderly-foreign-care-homes
•

Pensioners are being sent to care homes in eastern Europe and Asia in an austerity move dismissed as
“inhumane deportation.”

In the inevitable, unless they change direction, the experts themselves will be of no further use to their
employers.

533.
The Simple Question About Debt
December 28, 2012
Regarding debt, a simple question we sometimes forget to ask:
“Is he good for it?”
The simple answer is what makes a person—or a country—more creditworthy than another.
Lenders—from local bankers to foreign governments—are happy to overlook the printing presses and slot
machines in our basement if they're confident we'll have the means to pay our debts with real money.
Another way of wording our simple question is:
“Does he have a good job?”
Or:
“Does the United States have a good job—a dependable and predictable source of income?”
If we were a wealth-creating manufacturing nation, the answer would be “Yes.”
Consider:
Japan's Debt-to-GDP ratio is more than twice that of the United States.
Japan is good for it.

534.
PRC’s Heightened Censorship, Inadvertent Humor
December 29, 2012
Every purchase of every product made in China is another nail in every American's coffin.
Well, maybe not every American's coffin. Some very wealthy Americans don't think their lives, even their
children's lives, will be any different under the Chinese.
They could be right. The rest of us, however—those of us who think we might miss our western
democracies when they're gone—can't seem to get there fast enough.
With our stupidity, and with our consumer behavior, this is the future we're supporting:
“China Toughens Its Restrictions on Use of the Internet”
www.nytimes.com/2012/12/29/world/asia/china-toughens-restrictions-on-internet-use.html
•
•
•
•

Government censors have sharply stepped up restrictions on China's international Internet traffic in
recent weeks.
The restrictions are making it harder for businesses to protect commercial secrets and for individuals
to view overseas Web sites that the Chinese Communist Party deems politically sensitive.
The authorities periodically detain and even jail Internet users for politically sensitive comments,
such as calls for a multiparty democracy or accusations of impropriety by local officials.
A spokesman for the National People's Congress said that 145 members of the committee voted in
favor of the new rules, with 5 abstaining and 1 voting against them.

In all fairness to the PRC/CCP/PLA, I should give equal time to the People's Daily.
Click on the following link at your own risk, whether cyber or psychic:
“‘Made in China’: A Christmas Gift”
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90778/8068957.html
And I quote:
•
•
•

American fellows, it is Christmas time, a time to wake up, have a strong cup of coffee, and see what
gifts a Chinese Santa Claus really delivers.
Our American fellows deserve to know the truth, the stinging truth about how the ubiquitous “Made
in China” has helped the US economy.
This Christmas morning, when you wake up and smell this couple of coffee, accept your gifts with
gratitude. [sic]

I wonder: if Western propagandists were as naturally comical as Chinese propagandists, how many Chinese
censors would be out of work?
Anyway, have fun. These guys can be hilarious.
Just don't underestimate them. And don't buy anything they're trying to sell.

535.
Five Years Ago, I Closed My Business to Write a Song
December 30, 2012
[Lyrics, “Dollar to the Giant”]

536.
Old Years to New Years
December 31, 2012
“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can't read them.” — Mark
Twain
“Maria Popova: why we need an antidote to the culture of Google—the ‘curator of interestingness’ on
why she won't give advertisers access to her 1.2 million online readers”
www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver/2012/dec/30/maria-popova-brain-pickings-internet
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

We really need an antidote to this culture of “if it's not Google-able, it doesn't exist.”
There's a wealth of knowledge and inspiration offline, ideas still very relevant and interesting.
Search engine optimisation . . . doesn't put the reader's best interests first—it turns them into a
sellable eyeball, and sells that to advertisers.
As soon as you begin to treat your stakeholder as a bargaining chip, you're not interested in
broadening their intellectual horizons or bettering their life. I don't believe in this model of making
people into currency. You become accountable to advertisers, rather than your reader.
The packaging of free content at the intersection of the editorial and the curatorial—that is the
offering people are increasingly willing to pay for, and I'm hoping to see more of that.
I worry about the temporal bias of the web—everything online is based around vertical chronology.
The latest stuff floats at the top, and the older stuff sinks towards the bottom.
It suggests that just because something is more recent, it's more relevant; yet, in culture, the best ideas
are timeless, they have no expiration date.
The best thing [about the web] is the obvious thing—the remarkable access to nearly infinite
information. It is my hope that, as we find better ways to transmute that information into knowledge
and wisdom, we'll be better able to ameliorate the former with the latter.
I do [believe that mental and physical exercise are related]. Not in the obvious sense . . . but, as soon
as my body is occupied—and I work out pretty intensely—when I'm really on the brink of my
physical endurance, I find my mind can't get away from itself so much, and I'm better able to focus
on the reading.
People always talk about work/life balance, but I find that a tragic concept. I have no separation
between work and my life. I don't see what I do as work. There's no greater joy than, as Richard
Feynman put it, the pleasure of finding things out.

In this interview with The [“Mancunian”] Guardian, Popova mentions “a really beautiful letter that a
newspaper journalist named Bruce Bliven wrote in 1923 to his editor.” More can be found here:
www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2012/01/30/bliven
It occurs to me that Bliven—and for that matter, history's greatest thinkers, writers, and contributors—never
translated their work into the language of a so-called target audience.

Here's to the future: Happy New Years!

537.
Making It To Next Year
January 1, 2013
While we've managed to frustrate and temporarily thwart the armed robbers in Washington, don't think for a
minute that your entitlements are safe. Debt ceiling theater is just around the corner, so (be quiet and)
remember that every additional dollar a government-sucking, system-gaming, media-manipulating, fingerpointing plutocrat pays in taxes is just as painful and unfair as every dollar a working family no longer has
for the bare necessities of survival.
Our politicians are still refusing to pay for their government. Their government creates money for the
financial sector. The financial sector bleeds American workers and invests in our competitors and
adversaries.
None of this is necessary. All of this could be avoided with a system of taxation that makes sense for
everyone—everyone except crooks.
Today, accordingly, my weapons against weapons of mass distraction will be:
“Bob Hall 201[x] Presidential Candidacy Announcement”
[FFC #127]
Because 2012 wasn't that long ago and it's still—I'm still told—one of the most useful speeches ever written.
(I write my own speeches, by the way, and will always write my own speeches.)
And:
“The Next Secretary of Defense”
http://chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2012/12/no-guts-no-glory.html
Because Chuck Spinney has always been worth listening to on these matters.
And:
“Dead Babies Found in China River”
www.aljazeera.com/news/asia-pacific/2010/03/201033014914998755.html
Because we need an occasional reminder of exactly who it is we're supporting by our economic sacrifice and
consumer behavior.

If you have a very strong stomach, or the aforelinked Al Jazeera article somehow doesn't do it for you, a
video can be found on LiveLeak:
www.liveleak.com/view?i=4b8_1270776841
Entitlements are the least of our worries, the least of what's at risk, the least of what we will lose forever if
we cannot once again become interested enough in our own lives to find the will to survive.
So let's start this year with clear heads.
And a clear mission:
Making it to next year.

538.
Stop Giving Them So Much Power
January 2, 2013
My readers will remember that in the 2008 campaign, News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street
Journal) contributed more to Barack Obama than to any candidate, ever. www.SunlightFoundation.com
In the 2012 campaign, News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street Journal) contributed $4.86 to Barack
Obama for every $1 News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street Journal) contributed to Mitt Romney.
www.OpenSecrets.org
You might want to let this soak in for a while. If you can't get your head around this—or if you still can't
believe that a major party would take a dive—you won't understand your own government.
Endlessly fascinating, in my experience, is how ferociously religiously my fellow citizens will defend their
“news” sources. I've suggested:
“If we expect the media to do our thinking for us, we've no right to complain about the results.”
But this is too subtle, considering. I'll keep trying, though, because I think we're better when we're not
brainwashed or manipulated. Today it might seem as if I'm picking on News Corporation, but I don't think
this is possible when I'm so convinced they're (most of them) all in it together.
Partisanship of the left is no less inherently inaccurate than partisanship of the right. Neither does us any
good.
“Political commentator Sean Hannity was one of the big losers in the 2012 election”
www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/tv-movies/sean-hannity-big-loser-2012-election-article-1.1228269
•
•

•

It got even worse for Hannity in the “money demo” of viewers 25 - 54, who are prized by
advertisers. With this group, Hannity held onto less than half his preeelection audience.
The going wisdom is that viewers who basked in his preelection anti-Obama rhetoric tuned him out
when they were stunned . . . that the President had won a second term—a scenario that Hannity had
all but promised could never happen.
Two of Hannity's rivals . . . held onto huge chunks of their audiences, while . . . far less politically
polarizing host Anderson Cooper lost almost none of his viewers postelection.

Still, our recognized “experts,” particularly on the left, are acting all befuddled as to why Obama’s FCC
would give News Corporation even more power than it already has.
See:
“Bob Hall 2016. Real.” — Bumper Stickers Available Now!

[FFC #480]
The stickers are gonna cost you—not the 120+ hours that saving our country costs me every week, but
something.
At least please stop giving so much to the recognized “experts.”
Stop giving them so much power over the way you feel.

539.
Smaller Stories, Bigger Questions
January 3, 2013
From a eulogy:
“Good teaching is living your life honestly in front of students.”
http://jimkoplin.com/living-your-life-honestly
•

Teaching in the social sciences and humanities is political, through and through. Political, in this
sense, does not mean partisan advocacy of a particular position, party, or program, but rather
recognizing the need to assess where real power lies . . . and acknowledge the effect of that power on
what counts as knowledge.

Poland just says “no” to the multinationals:
www.france24.com/en/20130102-poland-bans-cultivation-gm-maize-potatoes
•

Poland on Wednesday imposed new bans on the cultivation of certain genetically modified strains of
maize and potatoes, a day after an EU required green light for GM crops took effect.

Do we not realize the Chinese government is also busy nationalizing private industry in the United States and
Canada?
www.nytimes.com/2013/01/02/world/asia/china-builds-a-railroad-and-laos-bears-the-cost.html
•

Most of the benefits, critics say, would flow to China while most of the costs would be borne by the
host nation. The price of this project, which Laos will borrow from China, is $7 billion. The GDP of
Laos is $8.3 billion.

Oh, I see. It's all under control:
www.rt.com/news/us-asia-weapon-sales-233
•

US sales of bombers, missiles and rockets to China's and North Korea's neighbors are forecast to
increase sharply in 2013 . . . to contain China's rising economic and military influence and maintain
US dominance.

Let me see if I've got this straight:
First, American politicians—and consumers—support globalization to move American factories offshore to
weaken the real U.S. economy and strengthen our global competitors and adversaries. Next, we borrow
money from (and surrender assets to) our global competitors and adversaries to support a multinational war

industry to protect us from our global competitors and adversaries. All the while, we continue to support
globalization.
Yep. All under control. One last question:
Who will support you, and me, and everyone we know—and for how long?

540.
Unseasoned Unemployment
January 4, 2013
Today's official unemployment report includes adjustments to previously seasonally adjusted household
survey data.
(Whew!)
For the only time for 2012, two consecutive unemployment rates, November (now revised upward) and
December, are on a consistent, comparable basis—still misleading, but consistently and comparably
misleading.
While I'm waiting for the statisticians at SGS to analyze the official data and arrive at a more honest
unemployment figure—which will be 22.9%, give or take, and will include our long-term (over one year)
unemployed and discouraged (whom the Clinton administration legislated out of existence in 1994)—I
thought I'd take a look at today's BLS and FRED reports alongside their “not seasonally adjusted” versions.
The unadjusted data must be helpful to somebody, wouldn't you think?
December 2012:
Total Nonfarm Jobs, seasonally adjusted: up +155,000 from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: down -243,000 from November

All Employees, Manufacturing, seasonally adjusted: up +25,000 from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: up +15,000 from November

Unemployment Rate - Manufacturing Industry, Private Wage and Salary Workers, seasonally adjusted: N/A
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: 7.5%—up +0.9 from November

U-3 unemployment, seasonally adjusted: 7.8%—unchanged from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: up +0.2 from November

U-5 unemployment, seasonally adjusted: 9.4%—up +0.2 from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: up +0.4 from November

U-6 unemployment (U-5 plus “part time for economic reasons”), seasonally adjusted: 14.4%—unchanged
from November

•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: up +0.5 from November

Not in Labor Force, seasonally adjusted: down -16,000 from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: up +224,000 from November

Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now, seasonally adjusted: down -77,000 from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: up +37,000 from November

Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate, seasonally adjusted: 63.6%—unchanged from November
•

Not Seasonally Adjusted: down -0.1 from November

Civilian Employment-Population Ratio, seasonally adjusted: 58.6%—down -0.1 from November
•

Whew!

Not Seasonally Adjusted “Employment-Population Ratio”: 58.5%—down -0.3 from November

541.
Unemployment Hits New Cycle High
January 5, 2013
This just in from ShadowStats.com:
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-492-fiscal-fiasco-december-employment-and-unemployment-novemberconstruction
•
•

•

The December employment and unemployment reporting remained heavily distorted by poor quality
seasonal adjustment.
With the distortions from unstable concurrent seasonal factor adjustments used by the BLS, the
monthly decline changes reported for both the headline payroll series and the headline unemployment
reporting continue to lack statistical significance.
To the extent that there is any significance in the monthly reporting, it is that the economy is not in
recovery, and that unemployment—as viewed by common experience (the SGS Alternate
Measure)—has made a new high at a level that rivals any downturn of the post-Great Depression era.

The SGS unemployment rate is now 23.0%. This includes our long-term (over one year) unemployed and
discouraged, who were legislated out of existence in 1994 by the Clinton Administration.
See also:
“Unseasoned Unemployment”
[FFC #540]
“Unseasoned” = “Not Seasonally Adjusted” = “What Really Happened”

542.
Brilliant-and-Dangerous Public Officials and Complicit
Media
January 7, 2013
The corporate media is reporting that French actor Gerard Depardieu is no longer French on account of
Russia offering him a lower tax rate, while trillion-dollar coins have entered the language of grown-up
government.
The same media and government last week reported—rather, repeated—a November-to-December increase
of 155,000 jobs. This figure was seasonally manipulated, of course, and no one bothered with the “not
seasonally adjusted” figures showing we actually lost 243,000 jobs. This is a serious difference and you'd
think that in a democracy, somebody would want to know.
There's no law against being stupid, so we accuse our most brilliant-and-dangerous criminals—public
officials and complicit media—of being stupid. And that's where it ends. If we accused them of brilliantand-dangerous criminality, we'd have to follow through with some kind of activity—or we'd wind up looking
stupid ourselves. Lucky for us, there's no law against being passive, so we can establish our superior
intelligence the way we prefer: effortlessly, without the inconveniences of paperwork or prosecution. True,
every few years we take the trouble to vote—but never for any brilliant-and-dangerous criminals or anyone
operating outside the confines of their deeply held beliefs. It's just difficult to find a politician who
understands things, practical matters, as well as we do, or as well as Fox and NPR do, and we've got stuff to
do.
Getting back to Depardieu: frankly, I wish he'd remembered his roots, but his story is a useful one. So is
this:
“Pamplona's locksmiths join revolt as banks throw families from their homes”
www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jan/05/pamplona-spain-banks-homes
•
•
•

Pamplona's locksmiths have now lost 10% of their trade, but recovered their honour and dignity.
The locksmiths' rebellion follows several widely reported suicides by people about to be evicted from
their homes.
Unemployment, already at 26%, is set to grow, creating still more people who cannot pay mortgages.

26%.
In 1994, the Clinton administration's brilliant-and-dangerous reclassified our long-term (over one year)
unemployed and discouraged workers as “Not in Labor Force”—that is, these unemployed Americans ceased
to exist as such.
The BLS now reports that our “seasonally adjusted” Not in Labor Force numbers fell by 16,000 from
November to December, while the “not seasonally adjusted” reports show an increase of 224,000.

Shadow Government Statistics includes these officially nonexistent humans in its calculations and reports a
current unemployment rate of 23.0%—the highest since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
23.0%—and set to grow.
Just you watch. Most of these people won't have the money or the desire to pretend they're not Americans
anymore.
Dangerous, yes, but I have some doubts about the practical brilliance of our public officials and complicit
media.

543.
If We’re Asleep at the Switch, They’ll Get It
January 8, 2013
We have no choice. We have to stay alert. We cannot afford to lose interest in our own lives.
It's us or them—according to them, anyhow, which should be good enough for us.
“Will Chuck Hagel Stand Up to the Drone Lobby?” — by Winslow T. Wheeler
For 31 years, Wheeler worked on national security issues for senators from both parties and for the
Government Accountability Office.
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/01/07/will_chuck_hagel_stand_up_to_the_drone_lobby
•

•

The Pentagon's new leadership needs the wit to recognize that the conventional wisdom on these (and
other) systems can be badly wrong, and it needs the moral courage and political dexterity to act,
standing up to the embedded material and intellectual special interests in the Pentagon, Congress, and
think tanks that leap to the defense of these systems time after time.
Without such brains, guts, skill, and, especially, persistence in the next Pentagon leader, our defenses
are in for a rough ride—downhill—in coming years. In short, we need real deeds from a tough, nononsense executive, not just interesting, sometimes iconoclastic words.

Without commenting on a John Brennan CIA, I can remind you that in November 2008 he withdrew from
consideration as too controversial for confirmation. Four years later—four years lower—and the Brennan is
back.
If the inevitable death of yet another overstretched military empire doesn't hold your interest, at least keep an
eye on your Social Security.
They're coming for it. If you're asleep at the switch, they'll get it.

544.
Depriving the U.S. Economy in Favor of Something We
Definitely Don’t Want Here
January 8, 2013
More on what we support when we support China. When we buy Chinese-made products, we deprive our
real economy in favor of labor camps and genocide. Only a fool would think the People's Republic of China
plans to treat our people better than their own.
A cry for help, hidden in a box from Kmart:
“Halloween decorations carry haunting message of forced labor”
www.oregonlive.com/happy-valley/index.ssf/2012/12/halloween_decorations_carry_ha.html
•

•
•

“people who work here, have to work 15 hours a day without Saturday. Sunday break and any
holidays. otherwise, they will suffer torturement [. . .] beat and rude remark [. . .]. nearly no payment
(10 yuan/1 month)”
Note that 10 yuan = $1.61
“people who work here, suffer punishment 1~3 years averagelly, but without Court Sentence (unlaw
punishment) [. . .]. many of them are Falun gong practitioner, who are totally innocent people only
because they have different believe to CCPG [. . .]. they often suffer more punishment than others.”

View the letter here:
http://media.oregonlive.com/happy_valley_news/photo/letterjpg-6baa2c6e59ed95a7.jpg
We're not legally allowed to import products of forced labor, but who's policing the Chinese exporters?
I don't have any immediate doubts about the authenticity of this letter. Chinese labor camps/prison factories
are full of government-designated “troublemakers.” A lot of them are literate—in more than one language.

545.
Euro Area Unemployment at Record High—Like Ours
January 9, 2013
“All media exist to invest our lives with artificial perception and arbitrary values.” — Marshall McLuhan in
Understanding Media
From Eurostat, seasonally adjusted:
“Euro area unemployment rate at 11.8%—November 2012”
Youth (under 25) unemployment: 24.4%
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-08012013-BP/EN/3-08012013-BP-EN.PDF
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Germany: 5.4%
Netherlands: 5.6%
Spain: 26.6%
Greece: 26.0% (September)
Germany, Youth: 8.1%
Netherlands, Youth: 9.7%
Spain, Youth: 56.5%
Greece, Youth: 57.6% (September)

U.S. unemployment, Shadow Government Statistics, December 2012:
23.0%—the highest since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
While Washington does whatever Wall Street wants.
Good grief.
Haven't we all seen enough television to know how this story ends?

546.
Second Amendments & Squirrel Hunters
January 10, 2013
For the record, I don't advocate violence but I'm fairly certain the Second Amendment wasn't designed to
protect squirrel hunters.
Remember what our public servants let Wall Street do to us, leading to 2008? According to New York's
Pistol Permit Bureau:
www.troopers.ny.gov/firearms
•
•
•
•

In 2009, New York processed 18,577 new license applications—an increase of 64% over 2006.
In 2009, New York amended 93,028 licenses—an increase of 39% over 2006.
In 2009, New York canceled or revoked 4,817 licenses—a decrease of 23% from 2006.
In 2009, New York destroyed 7,110 nuisance firearms statewide—a decrease of 54% from 2006.

Don't think for a minute that our public servants aren't worried about getting shot by law-abiding
constituents.
You might read what veteran CIA analyst Ray McGovern has to say about prospective CIA Director John
Brennan:
www.consortiumnews.com/2013/01/09/the-grilling-that-brennan-deserves
Then do a quick background check on Treasury nominee Jack Lew:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Lew
Dig a little deeper than Wikipedia and you'll see that Lew personally “made” a lot of money—betting against
Americans' ability to pay their mortgages—as COO of Citigroup Alternative Investments from 2006 - 2009.
Shortly before Lew joined the State Department in 2009, he got a $944,578 bonus from Citi—courtesy, one
might observe, of American taxpayers and the TARP bailout, though I doubt he intends to return our favor.
No wonder these guys want the voters to give up their guns and watch TV.

547.
Imports Highest in History
January 11, 2013
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—November 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•

Goods and services deficit, seasonally adjusted, BOP basis: $48.7 billion—up from $42.1 billion in
October (revised) despite our declining oil purchases.
Goods deficit, not seasonally adjusted, Census basis: $64 billion—down from $64.6 billion in
October (revised).
Goods deficit with the People's Republic of China, not seasonally adjusted, Census basis: $29
billion—45% of our total, including oil.

Worst U.S. trade deficits by country in declining order, not seasonally adjusted:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

China
Japan
Mexico
Germany
Saudi Arabia
Canada

November milestones:
•
•
•

Non-petroleum imports were the highest in history.
Imports of consumer goods were the highest in history.
The non-petroleum deficit was the highest since September 2007.

Consider:
•
•
•

American demand is supporting foreign job creation—foreign competitors and adversaries.
Japan and the Germanized EU are committed to increasing their exports.
“Exporting” is typically code language for “selling things to suicidally stupid Americans.”

“Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.”
Who are we doing this for?

548.
China Exports Not Limited to Consumer Goods
January 11, 2013
“The abortion of unwanted girls taking place in the UK”
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/9794577/The-abortion-of-unwanted-girls-taking-place-in-theUK.html
•
•

Illegal abortion on the grounds of gender may be taking place in Britain within immigrant
communities, ministers have admitted for the first time after an analysis of birth statistics.
The practice may have been imported from areas of the world where it is more common, including
India and China “where sex-selective abortions have taken place on an industrial scale.”

Where did you think all this lopsided trade was headed? It won't stop with infanticide.
Like it or not, if you buy things made in China, you're part of the problem.
Maybe we'll get the official story at our local AMC theaters—formerly American, now nationalized and
state-owned by the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China.

549.
Walmart, Washington, Rocks
January 16, 2013
Yesterday, the CEO of Walmart U.S. announced his company's new $5-billion/year commitment to
American-made products:
http://news.walmart.com/executive-viewpoints/a-job-to-do-retails-role-in-an-american-renewal
•
•

Walmart admitted that American manufacturing creates American jobs.
Unfortunately, they're offering pennies, literally—around 2% of what Walmart U.S. currently spends
on merchandise.

Walmart's intentions might be honorable and I almost want to give them the benefit of the doubt, but I'll have
to see them mend a few ways before I can believe they're capable—or before I'd set foot in a Walmart.
They've just been too destructive, and by now, we've all learned something about promises from people in
power.
From The White House Blog:
“Why We're Raising the Signature Threshold for We the People”
www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/01/15/why-we-re-raising-signature-threshold-we-people
•

Starting today, as we move into a second term, petitions must receive 100,000 signatures in 30 days
in order to receive an official response from the Obama Administration.

Is anyone surprised? Why would the White House waste time on us?
Unemployment, currently 23.0%, is the highest since the Great Depression. Imports are the highest on
record. The White House is promoting another Wall Street globalist-criminal for U.S. Treasury Secretary.
The White House is on a roll.
The White House won't listen to us. The White House is busy destroying us.
Walmart CEO Bill Simon was certainly right about one thing:
There are a lot of big rocks out there that we can start moving.
(And throwing—so to speak.)

550.
“A somber determination is building to throw out the rascals.
. . .”
January 17, 2013
From Greg Autry:
“Wal-Mart ‘Jump Start’ Is an Admission There Is a Problem”
www.huffingtonpost.com/greg-autry/walmart-china-jobs_b_2489639.html
•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Corporate America is beginning to worry that the American public has caught on to the real source of
their collective misery—a disastrously naive trade policy that benefits a growing plutocracy in China
and the U.S.
In the last 18 months, I've seen this awareness in a completely new level of response to my lectures
about trade and China.
A somber determination is building to throw out the rascals who have negotiated the transfer of
America's wealth.
Almost nobody outside of a few diehard faculty in our top business schools and their fans in the
business press still holds on to the belief that America will actually benefit from a continuation of the
trade policy status quo.
A lot of the credit for this awakening belongs to a small group of brave, non-partisan economists,
writers, bloggers, organizers, business owners, and even politicians who have been serving in the
front lines of this battle.
Through the dark years, they've worked together, despite disagreeing on many other things.
They've often endured insults and sustained injuries in the fight for restoring American strength and
prosperity. A lot of them have spoken out on the issue of workers and human rights in China as
well.
They have carried on, because they cared more about the real world outcomes than the beauty of
theory.
I've been proud to be a minor player in this effort and I'd like to thank a few of these daring
Americans for a job very well done, but not yet finished. The following incomplete list provides a
good starting point for those interested in learning more about trade reform:

Many thanks to Greg Autry et al.
Keep ducking and swinging—and keep checking those origin labels!

551.
Washington Lies, Our Future Dies
January 18, 2013
“More Bad News for U.S. Exports Under Korea FTA”
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/01/more-bad-news-for-us-exports-under-korea-fta.html
•
•

•

Exports to Korea continue to plummet despite Obama administration promises that the NAFTA-style
pact would boost U.S. exports and jobs.
Some of the biggest downfalls in U.S. exports to Korea have occurred in the automotive and meat
industries—the two sectors that the Obama administration promised would experience particularly
strong export growth under the deal.
Amazingly, the administration is still trying to sell the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the NAFTA-esque
successor to the Korea FTA, with the same tired shtick used for the Korea deal: FTA = exports =
jobs. How far will exports have to fall before this data-defying talking point can be put to rest?

“2012 Financial Report of the United States Government”
www.fms.treas.gov/fr/12frusg/12frusg.pdf
•

•

“Three major impediments continued to prevent us from rendering an opinion on the federal
government's accrual-based consolidated financial statements over this period: (1) serious financial
management problems at DOD that have prevented its financial statements from being auditable, (2)
the federal government's inability to adequately account for and reconcile intragovernmental activity
and balances between federal agencies, and (3) the federal government's ineffective process for
preparing the consolidated financial statements.” — Statement of the Comptroller General of the
United States
“The President and Congress have taken important steps to bolster economic growth, revive the
health of the financial system, and restore financial sustainability.” — Message from the Secretary of
the Treasury

Shadow Government Statistics notes that, based on Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, the actual
2012 Federal budget deficit hit $6.9 trillion, up from $4.6 trillion in 2011.
If we had the wealth-creating industrial base to justify this, it wouldn't be such a huge deal, but we don't, so it
is.
Don't expect to hear this from the President, Treasury Secretary, or corporate media.

552.
Replacing Bad People with Good People
January 19, 2013
If we're willing to speak, we can remove these horrible human beings from power.
Pam Martens of Wall Street On Parade is willing to speak:
“Treasury Nominee Jack Lew Retained Citigroup Foreign Investments After Joining Obama State
Department; Public Kept In Dark”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/01/treasury-nominee-jack-lew-retained-citigroup-foreign-investmentsafter-joining-obama-state-department-public-kept-in-dark
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

That Jacob (Jack) Lew earned millions in salary and bonus from Citigroup should not come as a
surprise to anyone. Robert Rubin left his post as Treasury Secretary in 1999 to join Citigroup and
was paid $120 million over the next eight years for non-management work.
Citigroup is the mega bank the SEC charged with lying about its financial condition while Lew
worked there in an executive position. Citigroup went from lying about its finances in 2007 to
cumulatively requiring over $2.51 trillion in Federal Reserve loans, TARP capital, and Federal asset
guarantees to remain afloat during the financial crisis.
Lew's financial ties to Citigroup continued long after he joined the Obama administration. The public
is being kept in the dark about the extent of Lew's winnings at the Citigroup casino and its heads we
win, tails you lose dealer tables.
From 2007 through [the date of his OMB confirmation hearing, September 16, 2010] Lew had been a
limited partner in the CVCI Private Equity fund. There is nothing in the documents to enlighten
either the Senators or the public that CVCI is an acronym for Citi Venture Capital International, a
unit of Citigroup investing billions in foreign companies in hopes of making its limited partners very
wealthy.
CVCI invested billions in companies in Russia, China, India, and other low-wage countries during
the same years the U.S. taxpayer was giving Citigroup a lifeline to survive.
CVCI's investments in companies in the U.S., at a time when American workers were losing their
jobs and facing foreclosures on their homes by Citigroup, were a tiny fraction of its foreign company
investments. Nevertheless, Jack Lew found the investment worthy of holding onto after he moved
back to government service and a well-paid job and pension on the taxpayer's dime.
Lew had already been working for Hillary Clinton's State Department as Deputy Secretary of State
for Management and Resources for almost two years when he listed the CVCI investment on his
disclosure to the Senate. While his work at the State Department has been depicted as budgetary,
Lew's detailed resume presents a starkly different picture.
Adding another level of intrigue to Lew's time at the State Department, on December 22, 2009 a U.S.
ally, Abu Dhabi, sent a cable to the U.S. Secretary of State and U.S. Treasury (while Lew was
serving as Deputy Secretary of State) advising that Citigroup had defrauded the country's investment
arm out of $4 billion. According to the timeline mapped out by Abu Dhabi in court documents, the
fraud took place while Lew was employed at Citigroup.

See also:
“Failure of Epic Proportions: Treasury Nominee Jack Lew's Pro-Bank, Austerity, Deregulation
Legacy” — interview with William Black and Matt Taibbi
www.democracynow.org/2013/1/11/failure_of_epic_proportions_treasury_nominee
•

So, this is a guy who designed the disaster, participated in the disaster on Wall Street, was made rich
by it. We haven't talked about the fact that he got a huge bonus for destroying—helping to destroy
the world at Citicorp. And he got it through the bailout of Citicorp by the U.S. government. So he
produces disaster, profits from the disaster, we pay him bonuses for causing the disaster, and then we
have the absurdity of the President of the United States saying that this is a man with a track record of
unmitigated success. It is exactly the opposite, in terms of finance. He is a worthy successor to Tim
Geithner, in that he has screwed up everything substantively he has ever touched.

If we don't want these people ruining everybody's lives and eating all our steak, we should say something.

553.
Fourteen Years and Several Trillion Dollars Ago, We Were
Warned
January 20, 2013
The U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission just published:
“The Rise of China in Technology Standards: New Norms in Old Institutions”
www.uscc.gov/researchpapers/2012/RiseofChinainTechnologyStandards.pdf
I'll remind everyone that the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China warned us about this
fourteen years and several trillion dollars ago.
Unrestricted Warfare, China's blueprint for the defeat of a militarily superior nation, recommended as
“means and methods used to fight a non-military war”:
•
•

Technological Warfare: creating monopolies by setting standards independently.
International Law Warfare: seizing the earliest opportunity to set up regulations.

Well, I'll be darned. I wonder what else we should have seen coming.
My July 16, 2008 mailing “Unrestricted Warfare” (Fear-Fallen Children #3) is pasted below. I've also
attached a PDF of Unrestricted Warfare (CIA/FBIS translation) because I don't think you'll be able to find it
at Walmart.

554.
Just Say No to the President’s Middle Finger
January 21, 2013
Stop. Think. Are we really OK with this level of contempt?
“Obama inauguration sponsors spent millions influencing government”
www.publicintegrity.org/2013/01/18/12050/obama-inauguration-sponsors-spent-millions-influencinggovernment
•
•
•

Obama banned corporate contributions to his first inauguration and limited individual donations to
$50,000.
For Obama's second inauguration, most corporations and individuals were allowed to contribute
unlimited amounts of money.
The president of Citizens United called Obama cynical and hypocritical: “He talks out of both sides
of his mouth.”

On the 2007 campaign trail, Barack Obama said:
“I am in this race to tell the corporate lobbyists that their days of setting the agenda in Washington are over.
I have done more than any other candidate in this race to take on lobbyists—and won. They have not funded
my campaign, they will not run my White House, and they will not drown out the voices of the American
people when I am president.”
See also:
“ExxonMobil Donates $260,000 to Obama Inauguration”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/01/21/exxonmobil-donates-260000-to-obama-inauguration
•

“The president has done more to reduce the influence of special interests in Washington than any
administration in history,” a White House spokesman said.

Things are not what you think they are. Because the President says so.

555.
Recent Hudson Video
January 22, 2013
From Michael Hudson:
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/01/2013-the-stage-is-set
Essential.
9:21

556.
A Better Inaugural Address; Becoming Less Human Over
Time
January 22, 2013
I just read Thomas Jefferson's second inaugural address:
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jefinau2.asp
•
•

•

“The suppression of unnecessary offices, of useless establishments and expenses, enabled us to
discontinue our internal taxes.”
“The remaining revenue on the consumption of foreign articles, is paid cheerfully by those who can
afford to add foreign luxuries to domestic comforts, being collected on our seaboards and frontiers
only, and incorporated with the transactions of our mercantile citizens, it may be the pleasure and
pride of an American to ask, what farmer, what mechanic, what laborer, ever sees a tax-gatherer of
the United States?”
“During this course of administration, and in order to disturb it, the artillery of the press has been
levelled against us, charged with whatsoever its licentiousness could devise or dare.”

Once again, I'm left wondering how the common man has managed to lose so many brain cells since
Jefferson was President, or since Shakespeare wrote blue-collar entertainment, or since Socrates contributed
to the delinquency of Greeks.
We keep losing what it means to be human. This serves the ruling classes better than it serves us.
From a statement to a Senate subcommittee on “Current Science on Public Exposures to Toxic Chemicals”:
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=31bcb6cf-26ff-4415-b04d87988118af33
•

•

•

•

Emerging science on human exposure has transformed the debate over toxic chemicals policy. This
morning, I would like to talk to you about 10 Americans whose exposure to toxic chemicals has had
an important impact on that policy debate.
EWG tested these 10 Americans in 2004 and found more than 200 synthetic industrial chemicals in
their blood, including dioxins and furans, flame retardants, and active ingredients in stain removers
and carpet protectors. We also found lead, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and pesticides that the
federal government banned more than 30 years ago.
We do not know much about these 10 Americans, but we do know a little about how they were
exposed. Their chemical exposures did not come from the air they breathed, the water they drank, or
the food they ate. They were not exposed at work or at school. They did not encounter these
chemicals in personal care products or cleaning agents they used.
How do we know? These 10 Americans were newborns. The more than 200 chemicals we found in
their umbilical cord blood crossed the placenta to contaminate the babies before birth. Our research
uncovered a startling truth—babies are coming into the world pre-polluted with toxic chemicals.

•
•
•

•
•

EWG commissioned this biomonitoring study and obtained cord blood samples from the American
Red Cross. We tested ten of them at a cost of $10,000 per sample.
As of 2009, 182 human diseases in all had been linked to chemical exposures. . . .
Take, for example, neurodevelopmental disease, which includes autism and autism spectrum
disorders, speech and language disorders, learning disorders, and neurological and psychiatric
disease. A Canadian study in 2001 estimated that as much as half of these afflictions may be the
result of chemical exposures.
We also know that low dose chemical exposures can affect brain development in utero, in infants,
and in children even when these exposures do not cause diagnosable disease.
One result is lower IQ, which has huge implications for future productivity and earning potential of
afflicted children.

What does this have to do with corporatocracy or China?
I'm glad you asked.

557.
A Paragraph from Orwell
January 22, 2013
[A paragraph from George Orwell's 1942 essay on Rudyard Kipling:]
But because he identifies himself with the official class, he does possess one thing which “enlightened”
people seldom or never possess, and that is a sense of responsibility. The middle-class Left hate him for this
quite as much as for his cruelty and vulgarity. All left-wing parties in the highly industrialized countries are
at bottom a sham, because they make it their business to fight against something which they do not really
wish to destroy. They have internationalist aims, and at the same time they struggle to keep up a standard of
life with which those aims are incompatible. We all live by robbing Asiatic coolies, and those of us who are
“enlightened” all maintain that those coolies ought to be set free; but our standard of living, and hence our
“enlightenment”, demands that the robbery shall continue. A humanitarian is always a hypocrite, and
Kipling's understanding of this is perhaps the central secret of his power to create telling phrases. It would
be difficult to hit off the one-eyed pacifism of the English in fewer words than in the phrase, “making mock
of uniforms that guard you while you sleep”. It is true that Kipling does not understand the economic aspect
of the relationship between the highbrow and the blimp. He does not see that the map is painted red chiefly
in order that the coolie may be exploited. Instead of the coolie he sees the Indian Civil Servant; but even on
that plane his grasp of function, of who protects whom, is very sound. He sees clearly that men can only be
highly civilized while other men, inevitably less civilized, are there to guard and feed them.

558.
We have choices. In fact, we’re living them.
January 24, 2013
PBS Frontline has produced a new documentary examining why no Wall Street executives have been
prosecuted for the financial crisis:
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/untouchables
The media reinforcements are turning out in numbers. The Guardian declares such a failure of justice to be
worthy of serious social unrest:
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/jan/23/untouchables-wall-street-prosecutions-obama
Greenwald is correct, of course. Now can we permanently change the subject to something less
entertaining? We know exactly why Wall Street is being rewarded rather than prosecuted. How has this
helped us?
The knowledge has served to heighten our fear. Americans are now so afraid of the future, nobody with a
paycheck or a roof over his head will dare to rock the boat. It is a mistake, however, to believe the
propaganda somehow relieves us of responsibility and recourse.
We have choices. (In fact, we're living them.)
U.S. imports—non-petroleum and consumer goods from foreign competitors and adversaries—are the
highest ever recorded in the history of Planet Earth. These are not being balanced by U.S. exports. Our most
recent monthly goods deficit (loss)—measured most accurately on a Census basis, not seasonally adjusted—
was $64 billion.
Calculated to include our long-term (over 12 months) unemployed and discouraged, U.S. unemployment is
currently 23.0%—the highest since the Great Depression.
Not unrelated. Not a coincidence.
So point your indignant fingers where you must. The real problem is in the mirror.
Back to simple truths. Abraham Lincoln said:
“If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the
money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the
rails and the money both.”
We don't have to buy things from Wall Street multinationals any more than we have to put up with criminals
in Washington.

And we don't have to cower in fear while they slit our throats and explain to us otherwise.

559.
Cheap Flowers, Sweet Words, He Means Well
January 24, 2013
I think Glen Ford of Black Agenda Report put his finger on something elusive:
“The White House Un-Reality Show”
www.blackagendareport.com/content/white-house-un-reality-show
•

•

Like an abusive spouse who preys on the emotional desperation and dependency of his domestic
victim, Barack Obama knows that all he need do is offer some cheap street corner flowers and a few
sweet words, and the previous nights and months and years of beatings will be forgiven . . . because
she needs to hear it, if only inside her own head.
By cheering the inaugural speech, progressives are only encouraging Obama's gaming and
mendacity.

Details are sufficient and disturbing; and if you were ever so inclined, you might never again repeat the
mindless mantra that Obama “means well.” Ford has been trying to wake us up for years, and I hope he
gains ground with this insightful and courageous essay.
The reader is reminded that according to OpenSecrets.org, News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street
Journal) in the 2012 campaign contributed $4.86 to Barack Obama for every $1 to Mitt Romney. I think it's
important to see our politics as more “Up vs. Down” than “Left vs. Right.”
Up distracts Down with Left and Right.

560.
The common thread ties our butts to the couch
January 26, 2013
Unrelated?
“Obama's Drug Problem”
www.huffingtonpost.com/william-chambliss/obamas-drug-problem_b_2443645.html
•

Law-enforcement agencies are themselves “addicted” to drugs.

“Britain is experiencing worse slump than during Great Depression”
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/9826857/Britain-is-experiencing-worse-slump-than-during-GreatDepression.html
•

It's the worst economic performance since at least 1830. . . .

“The Untold Story of the Boeing 787 Finally Hits the Fan”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/01/26/the-untold-story-of-the-boeing-787-finally-hits-the-fan
•

Welcome to the information age. It is an age in which information moves at the speed of light—
except when it doesn't.

“How to Build a Guillotine”
www.wikihow.com/Build-a-Guillotine
•

Warning: This is a dangerous device. . . .

“How to Contact Your Elected Officials”
www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml
•

Call, e-mail, or mail U.S. state and federal elected officials and government agencies.

These people are not only criminals, they're cowards, and they work for us.
Threaten their jobs. They'll get the message.
But if you don't speak up, there won't be any message for them to get.

561.
Three Sane Minutes from Davos
January 27, 2013
“Iceland president: Let banks go bankrupt”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTljJA_0Y6Y
•
•
•

•
•

We were wise enough to realize this was also a fundamental social-political crisis. But above all, we
didn't follow the traditional prevailing orthodoxies of the Western world in the last thirty years.
Why do they consider the banks to be the holy churches of the modern economy?
The theory that you have to bail out banks is a theory about bankers enjoying for their own profit the
success and then letting ordinary people bear the failure through taxes and austerity—and people in
enlightened democracies are not going to accept that in the long run.
When [the banks] failed, the innovative sectors of our economy—the IT sector, the high-tech
sector—in fact blossomed and have been doing much better in the last three years than ever before.
If you want your economy to be competitive in the innovative sectors of the twenty-first century, a
strong financial sector that takes the talent from these sectors—even a successful financial sector—is
in fact bad news if you want your economy to be competitive in the areas which really are the twentyfirst century areas: innovation, technology, IT.

Courtesy of Al Jazeera.
Not Fox, CNN, the Times, Post, Journal, or any other corporate-controlled American media.
Al Jazeera.

562.
I Meet Some Interesting People
January 28, 2013
True story:
Just yesterday, in a coffeehouse, a slightly boozy-looking character at the table next to me was bragging
about all the stringed instruments he and his friend are importing from China. The Chinese used to build
garbage, he said, until he and his friend sent some experienced craftsmen over from the U.S. and Italy to
train them. Chinese violins and cellos, he blabbed on, are now of such high quality and low cost that
nobody-but-nobody can compete with China anymore. I was curious about his motives—more greed or
stupidity?—so I joined the conversation by saying this all sounded wonderful, that we should have the
Chinese manufacture even more for us if their quality and prices are so attractive. In a split second, the
importer replied that this would be very bad for the United States. I don't know whether he understood what
had just happened, but the other people at his table did, and then I managed to squeeze in a few words about
economic treason being economic treason.
This coffeehouse, by the way, is in Hank Paulson's neighborhood. I keep hoping the former Treasury
Secretary/Goldman Sachs CEO will wander in some day when I'm there so I can kick him in the pants. I
wouldn't care if he pressed charges and I went to jail; I just think he deserves it. Maybe I'm some kind of
insane barbarian unfit for public office, but you have to admit we've gotten awfully pathetic when a guy like
Paulson can do to us what he did to us and not suffer so much as a kick in the pants from us. A saner, lessbarbaric society would have—at the very least, upon calculating the incalculable damage—locked him up
and thrown away the key.
Another true story:
I know guy who's salaried in the $ millions, responsible for moving his U.S. employer's manufacturing
operations to China. Over dinner one evening (please don't ask me how I got roped into breaking bread with
the devil), I asked him about his job and the resulting American economic loss and unemployment. He
shrugged his shoulders and said matter-of-factly:
“If Americans want jobs, they'll just have to move to China.”
I meet a lot of interesting people. Someday, I'd like to meet some who aren't.

563.
Bringing Jobs Back—a commentary and commentary
January 28, 2013
Wiggy's is a domestic manufacturer of outdoor gear and the only sleeping bag manufacturer left in the
United States.
Disclosure: I sleep in a Wiggy's bag every night, which helps keep me rested. (And single.)
“Bringing Jobs Back to the U.S.A., I Question.” — Commentary, January 2013
www.wiggys.com/commentary
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

What is taking place in the outdoor industry may very well be happening in other industries. It has to
do with the amount of money large corporations donate to senators and representatives in their
districts and states.
[Lobbying for tariff elimination,] the Outdoor Industry Association's director of trade policy claimed
“these garments have never been made in the United States” and “the capability to make these
garments in commercially viable volumes [in the U.S.] does not exist.”
The garments he is referring to were made in the U.S. before they were ever made in China.
That we do not have the capacity to produce the quantities needed to satisfy the marketplace is also a
stupid remark. We have factories that have been supplying our military for years in quantities
significantly greater than these companies require.
It should also be noted that the quality of construction in the U.S. is significantly better than what is
shipped into the U.S. from China.
The problem these companies [Nike, Columbia] and many more (such as The North Face or Marmot)
face is the simple fact that wages in China are escalating.
Aren't these Chinese people entitled to better wages just like we are?
It wouldn't surprise me to find out that the same garments could be made in the U.S. for the same new
cost.
These companies want the tariff done away with. The very bottom line is that they'll do whatever
they can to keep manufacturing in some place other than the USA.
When people in the USA choose not to buy products made in China, then and only then will the
Nikes and Columbias of our world look into manufacturing in the USA.

A few days ago, I was told there are some things the U.S. simply cannot manufacture.
When I asked for an example, I was told “T-shirts.”
The reader will remember that Americans wore undergarments—including T-shirts—long before they
shipped from cheap labor markets. The reader will also remember that there have always been cheaper labor
markets. Until recent decades, the U.S. Government's job was to regulate trade on behalf of U.S. citizens
and the U.S. economy. According to the U.S. Constitution, it still is.

564.
China Chokes; U.S. Economy Contracts
January 30, 2013
“‘Enlightened’ people seldom or never possess . . . a sense of responsibility.” — George Orwell
From the news:
“Beijing is left fighting for breath as pollution goes off the scale: 16 of the world's 20 most polluted
cities are in China”
www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/beijing-is-left-fighting-for-breath-as-pollution-goes-offthe-scale-8471743.html
My 2 cents:
•
•
•

Chinese factories typically produce 5 - 10 times the pollution of their U.S. counterparts.
An estimated 25% of the air pollution in the western U.S. blows over from China.
The best thing we can do for the environment is manufacture more of everything in the U.S.

“Gross Domestic Product: Fourth Quarter and Annual 2012”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2013/pdf/gdp4q12_adv.pdf
My 2 cents:
•
•
•

The U.S economy contracted for the first time since Second Quarter 2009 as “real exports of goods
and services decreased 5.7 percent [and] national defense [spending] decreased 22.2 percent.”
“National defense”—that is, the taxpayer-funded multinational war industry—cannot and must not be
our largest (or only) manufacturing sector.
The best thing we can do for the economy is manufacture more of everything in the U.S.

“North Korean cannibalism fears amid claims starving people forced to desperate measures”
www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/north-korean-cannibalism-fears-amid-claims-starving-peopleforced-to-desperate-measures-8468781.html
My 2 cents:
•
•
•

Reliable sources are saying this report is credible. Generally speaking, it's happened before and it can
happen again.
Is this what life is like when your next-door neighbor/best friend/closest ally is sitting on $ trillions in
foreign (largely U.S.) cash—but also happens to be the People's Republic of China?
The best thing we can do for humanity is manufacture more of everything in the U.S.

“Spies and the Media”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=9577
•

Annie Machon, former MI5 intelligence officer: “I think the U.K. is probably the least accountable
and most legally protected of all Western democracies when it comes to this.”

My 2 cents? The best thing we can do is let Wall Street and Washington manufacture more of the news?
No, that doesn't work.
I'll leave you with Orwell:
“We all live by robbing Asiatic coolies, and those of us who are ‘enlightened’ all maintain that those coolies
ought to be set free; but our standard of living, and hence our ‘enlightenment,’ demands that the robbery
shall continue. A humanitarian is always a hypocrite. . . .”

565.
Except for the title. . . .
January 30, 2013
Public Citizen has done as thorough a job as any with this story—except for the title, but then who am I to
criticize?
“Latest WTO Lunacy: Poker and Piracy Together at Last”
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/01/latest-wto-lunacy-poker-and-piracy-together-at-last.html
On Monday, the World Trade Organization authorized Antigua and Barbuda to retaliate against the United
States in, well, world trade. Because the U.S. will not allow Internet gambling, Antigua and Barbuda will be
allowed to violate U.S. intellectual property laws.
All perfectly legal, crafted by U.S.-based multinational corporations.
Jobs, money, independence, influence, and simple dignity are only part of what the U.S. surrendered by
joining the WTO, the rules of which typically supersede U.S. law.
Expect more of the same with the TPP, US-EU, and every other trade agreement that Washington negotiates
on our behalf.
(“On our behalf” is a bit of sarcasm.)

566.
Unemployment. Huh?
February 1, 2013
Beneath today's headlines:
“The Unemployment Situation—January 2013”
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.toc.htm
Not seasonally adjusted—that is, “unsmoothed what-really-happened”—preliminary figures from Table B-1:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total Nonfarm jobs: down -2,840,000 from December. (“Seasonally adjusted” headline claim: up
+157,000 from December.)
Manufacturing: down -90,000
Oil and Gas Extraction: up +1,300
Coal Mining: up +100
Construction: down -272,000
Private Service-Providing: down -2,074,000
Wholesale Trade: down -46,300
Retail Trade: down -592,000
Telecommunications: up +4,000
Finance and Insurance: down -25,700
Health Care and Social Assistance: down -72,200
Government: down -495,000

Unemployment rates, not seasonally adjusted, from Table A-15:
•
•

U-3 unemployment rate: 8.5%—up from 7.6% in December. (“Seasonally adjusted” headline claim:
7.9%—up from 7.8% in December.)
U-6 unemployment rate: 15.4%—up from 14.4% in December.

America's long-term (over 12 months) unemployed and discouraged workers are not officially referred to as
“unemployed,” but “Not in Labor Force.”
From FRED, not seasonally adjusted:
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2
•
•
•
•

Not in Labor Force: up +423,000 from December.
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +249,000 from December.
Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate: 63.3%—down from 63.4% in December.
Employment-Population Ratio: 57.9%—down from 58.5% in December.

When the SGS statisticians complete today's calculations, January's unemployment rate will likely be worse
than December's, which at 23.0% was the worst since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
According to our most recent trade report, U.S. imports of non-petroleum and consumer goods are now the
highest on record.
When the numbers are finally released, our 2012 experience with the People's Republic of China will have
set an all-time-history-of-Planet Earth record for worst trade deficit with a single country.
We know what we have to do. We know we have no choice. We know we're out of excuses.
Does anyone know what we're waiting for?

567.
Unusual Money-in-Politics Video & Unrelated Article
February 2, 2013
“Unusual” video:
“Democrats’ Direction: Grover Cleveland or FDR?”
http://archive.org/details/AV_359-DEMOCRATS_DIRECTION-_GROVER_CLEVLAND_OR_FDR
•
•

Extraordinary money-in-politics interview from Alternative Views in 1988.
If you watch this, you will not be sorry.

“Unrelated” article:
“A ‘dark money’ push behind Obamacare?”
www.cjr.org/united_states_project/a_dark_money_push_to_implement.php
•
•
•

Implementation of the Affordable Care Act will be underwritten by outside funders.
Leaders of this initiative include former White House and Obama campaign officials and leading
executives from the health insurance industry.
This flags an important development in the role of outside money in politics and makes clear that the
“permanent campaign” is not just a metaphor.

I'll be losing my Wi-Fi in a few minutes. Until next time. . . .

568.
We Can Fix Anything With An Alternate Reality
February 3, 2013
Today doesn't generally feel like one of those “good-god-we've-all-lost-our-minds” kind of days, but maybe
the evidence is so overwhelming I'm in denial. I hate to think I've gotten used to the idea of Americans
eating their young, but then that particular demographic group has proved itself incapable of developing
insight.
Strangers, though not all, are telling me things are getting better. Among the readers, quite a few are giddy
to know the Fed is fixing things with another housing bubble.
We can fix anything with an alternate reality.
Technically, I guess “we” can't because “we” don't have the power, but we support people who do. They're
really good with numbers, graphs, guns—and they never make unreasonable demands on us.
The market's good. We're getting energy independent. Health care coming soon. Cracking down on
Chinese hackers.
No good jobs, unfortunately, until people who have them start to think about people who don't have them.
Obama, Congress, Wall Street, Media—these guys all have jobs.
The government statisticians will just have to keep turning out government statistics—alternate realities and
all that.
I was recently asked to address the subject of women (and girls) in combat. I called it ridiculous and
obscene—that our country is going insane from the accumulating economic pressure—and I expect the
multinational war industry to start sacrificing virgins as soon as they find a way to make money at it.
The subject of men (and boys) in combat is sometimes no less obscene. Here's another good reason to
reinstate the draft:
“US military struggling to stop suicide epidemic among veterans. Last year, more active-duty soldiers
killed themselves than died in combat.”
www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/01/us-military-suicide-epidemic-veteran
•
•
•

6,500 former military personnel killed themselves in 2012—roughly one every 80 minutes.
Psychiatrists have developed the concept of “moral injury” to help understand the current wave of
self-harm: “damage to one's deeply held beliefs about right and wrong.”
“Mom, it won't wash off. The blood. It won't come off.” — William Busbee, now deceased.

Yesterday, I heard from a young man who'd had a similar experience with China. Sent there by his
employer, he was so troubled by what he called “an indescribable lack of humanity,” he “felt like part of
[his] soul died in China.”
He'll be OK. It's the people in denial I worry about.

569.
“Understood by No One and Yet Believed by Everyone”
February 4, 2013
Insights from Isaac Asimov:
“Understood by No One and Yet Believed by Everyone”
www.gregautry.us/archives/1343
•
•

“A mathematician, however, who could back his prophecy with mathematical formulas and
terminology, might be understood by no one and yet believed by everyone.”
“We live in troubled times and it would be worthwhile to calm them in a way that would require
neither money nor military effort—which, in recent history, have done little good and much harm.”

Economist and business professor Greg Autry (Death by China) adds:
•

“The highly pedigreed economists and business professors whose job it is to keep the American
public bamboozled should know and probably do know that applying such simple models in a highly
complex and unpredictable real world is extremely risky. However, lacking Seldon's integrity, they
aspire to prestigious appointments and they love being fawned upon whenever they repeat that magic
incantation that quells a restless populace: we will spend our way back to prosperity.”

I will add:
A nation's standard of living must be supported by a standard of productivity.

570.
Adjusted Statistics, Unadjusted Suffering
February 4, 2013
Series Master Introduction from 2004:
“Government Economic Reports: Things You've Suspected But Were Afraid To Ask!”
www.shadowstats.com/article/primers_intro
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Government data are biased in politically correct directions and increasingly have diverged from
common experience and reality since the mid-1980s.
Inflation and unemployment reports are understated, while employment and other economic data are
overstated—deliberately.
Kennedy: During the Kennedy administration, unemployment was redefined with the concept of
“discouraged workers” to reduce the unemployment rate.
Johnson: If LBJ didn't like the growth to be reported in the GNP, he sent it back to the Commerce
Department until they got it right. His administration was also responsible for the accounting
gimmicks that hide most of the federal deficit.
Nixon: Nixon had a highly publicized war with the BLS regarding unemployment data. Nixon
wanted to report the unemployment rate as the lower of seasonally adjusted or not seasonally
adjusted, without disclosing this to the public. This methodology—at the time unconscionable and
therefore never implemented—was introduced as “state-of-the-art” by the Bush administration in
2004.
Carter: The Carter administration was caught deliberately understating inflation.
Reagan: The Reagan administration introduced changes to boost reported GNP/GDP on a regular
basis, and heavily manipulated trade deficit data in 1987.
Bush: The first Bush administration launched efforts to reduce reported CPI inflation and worked an
outside-the-system GDP manipulation to help with the 1992 campaign.
Clinton: As Labor Secretary Reich explained, the Clinton administration found that if the government
inflated economic reporting, enough people would believe it to swing a close election.
Unemployment was redefined to eliminate five million discouraged workers and lower the
unemployment rate. Methodologies were changed to reduce poverty spending, reduce reported CPI
inflation, and inflate reported GDP growth.
Bush: The second Bush administration [by 2004] expanded on the Clinton changes, particularly
regarding a lower-inflation CPI, redefined GDP, and changes to seasonal adjustment.
Seasonal factors typically are calculated annually, based on recent years' patterns of activity. The
BLS, however, began revising and recalculating its employment seasonal factors every month as of
January 2004.

It occurs to me that none of this month-to-month economic reporting has ever been concerned with monthto-month human suffering.
Seasonally adjusted:

It's easier to be homeless in July than in January.

571.
The rest of the world hates us. It’s going to get worse.
February 4, 2013
A preemptive question:
Whose children pay the price?
“Broad Powers Seen for Obama in Cyberstrikes”
www.nytimes.com/2013/02/04/us/broad-powers-seen-for-obama-in-cyberstrikes.html
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A secret legal review has concluded that President Barack Obama has the power to order preemptive
cyber strikes.
New policies will govern searches of foreign computer networks.
With Presidential approval, adversaries will be injected with destructive code—even if there is no
declared war.
The rules will be highly classified, just as those for drone strikes have been.
The Pentagon has created a new Cyber Command. Computer network warfare is one of the few parts
of the military budget expected to grow.
The Department of Homeland Security recently announced that an unnamed American power station
was crippled by cyber attacks.
Last week, The New York Times reported that its system had been attacked by Chinese hackers. Soon
thereafter, The Wall Street Journal and The Washington Post produced similar stories.

I look forward to the "Reader Comments" as this story develops in the foreign press.
I'll get the ball rolling:
“America's people are no more evil than our people. America's leaders, however—if you want to call them
‘leaders’—are purely evil. For the sakes of all peoples—including Americans—they must be stopped by any
means necessary.”
It doesn't have to be this way.

572.
Housing Bubble Alert: Do We Really Want a Real and
Sustainable Economy?
February 4, 2013
“Is it real? Is it sustainable?” — asks the pretty reporter
“This Is Housing Bubble 2.0: David Stockman”
www.finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/housing-bubble-2-0-david-stockman-133026817.html
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We don't have a real, organic, sustainable recovery.
Massive amounts of fast money are rolling in to buy, to rent, on a speculative basis for a quick trade.
Blackstone [that Blackstone] now owns 16,000 rental homes.
The two forces we need to recover are both missing: first-time buyers [no jobs] and trade-up buyers
[no savings].
It is always wrong to mislead markets with cheap money and low interest rates because it basically
fuels speculation.
The bubble will pop almost as rapidly as it's appeared. I don't know how many times we're going to
do this.
The only people who benefit are the top 1% . . . who come in for a trade, make a quick buck, and then
move along to the next bubble.

Do we really want “real and sustainable”?
What if this means the rebirth of American manufacturing and the American middle class?

573.
Lessons from Kids
February 5, 2013
From KTVN Channel 2 in Reno:
“Wells Teens Sentenced in Senior Goat Prank”
www.ktvn.com/Global/story.asp?s=6906696
•
•

The teens were fined $347 each and sentenced to 40 hours of community service after admitting they
released three goats inside Wells School in May.
The goats were labeled numbers 1, 2, and 4—which left sheriff's deputies searching in vain for a
nonexistent goat number 3.

Class dismissed.

574.
Lessons from Moms
February 6, 2013
“Famine was an ever-present danger in these circumstances, and in 1961 it snowed in June. The hard frost
killed everything growing in their garden, and by spring the family had been reduced to eating shoes and
bark. Akulina chose to see her children fed, and that year she died of starvation. The rest of the family were
saved by what they regarded as a miracle: a single grain of rye sprouted in their pea patch. The Lykovs put
up a fence around the shoot and guarded it zealously night and day to keep off mice and squirrels. At harvest
time, the solitary spike yielded 18 grains, and from this they painstakingly rebuilt their rye crop.”
— from Smithsonian:
“For 40 Years, This Russian Family Was Cut Off From All Human Contact, Unaware of World War
II”
www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/For-40-Years-This-Russian-Family-Was-Cut-Off-FromHuman-Contact-Unaware-of-World-War-II-188843001.html
For:
My Mom, who should have turned 82 today.
And for all the lives she saved from mice and squirrels.

575.
You Want Reform?
February 6, 2013
Provocative and punchy:
“Statement of Consumer Advocate Ralph Nader Condemning the U.S. Postal Service's Move to End
Saturday Delivery”
www.nader.org/2013/02/06/statement-of-consumer-advocate-ralph-nader-condemning-the-u-s-postalservices-move-to-end-saturday-delivery
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Millions of customers—rural, small business, elderly, disabled—will be harmed.
Private mail carriers like UPS and FedEx will be helped.
The Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006 (PAEA) requires that the USPS prefund the
next 75 years of retiree health benefits by 2016.
PAEA forces the USPS to prefund retirement benefits for postal employees who have not yet been
born.
Since the enactment of PAEA, the USPS has lost $41 billion—nearly 80% of which can be attributed
to PAEA prefunding.
Congress created this mess and Congress needs to fix it, but Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe has
no political courage.
He lacks the “can-do” verve of our first Postmaster General.
(Benjamin Franklin!)

Again I'm reminded that the current U.S. Government is happy to print gobs of money for Wall Street
bankers, but there will be no such printing of anything useful to Us the People. If we want Social Security,
we have to deposit the money ahead of time.
I have to include this link:
“Goldman's Blankfein to Join Obama Immigration Meeting”
www.businessweek.com/news/2013-02-04/goldman-s-blankfein-yahoo-s-mayer-in-obama-immigrationsession
I think—that is, when I become President—I'll conduct some immigration meetings of my own.
I'll invite Barack Obama and Lloyd Blankfein.
And I'll deport them both.

576.
“Koch Brothers” and Imbecility
February 8, 2013
I hope you find this more galvanizing than entertaining. A lot of lessons can be drawn, but none so
important as the role of big money in our endemic stupidity. Today I'll be focusing on the Koch brothers, but
it could just as easily be someone on the purported Left—George Soros is a crowd pleaser—with enough
money to convince Americans of anything.
Koch money has twisted a lot of otherwise-accurate minds through the Tea and Libertarian Parties, the Cato
Institute, the Heritage Foundation, Americans for Prosperity—egads, these guys are everywhere.
First, some useful background information from Reuters:
“Koch Brothers’ Activism Protects Their 50 Years in Canadian Heavy Oils”
www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/10/idUS427145980520120510
•

The career of the company's patriarch, Fred Koch, was defined by a discovery he made in 1927: an
improved thermal cracking process for converting heavy oil into gasoline.

“World Bank to hear Koch arbitration against Venezuela”
www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/20/venezuela-koch-idUSN1E76I27U20110720
•

The World Bank will hear an arbitration case requested by U.S. company Koch Industries after
Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez nationalized a fertilizer plant it owned with the OPEC nation's
state oil firm.

Now to Paul Jay's Real News Network interview with Greg Palast:
“Koch Brothers Driving Keystone XL Pipeline from Canada to Cut Out Venezuelan Oil”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=9633#.
URSZz_Ircwo
•
•
•
•
•

The Koch brothers own the big refineries along the gulf coast of Texas—refineries designed not for
high-quality Texas oil, but for heavy crude typical of Venezuela and Canada.
Canadian WCS is $35 less per barrel than Venezuelan oil. At this rate, the Koch brothers would save
approximately $2 billion per year.
This Canadian oil will not be used in the United States. It will be refined mostly for gasoline sold at
a premium in the Caribbean.
The Koch brothers don't make their money as entrepreneurs or good investors or jobs creators.
I've been investigating these guys for 17 years. They make their money on political plays.

Far be it from me to recommend U.S. consumption of foreign goods, but I sometimes wonder if we shouldn't
all start drinking bottled water from Iceland—just for a year or two, just to see if maybe our problem really is
in our tap water and not in something else.

577.
The Rubber Meets the Road and It Spins-Spins-Spins
February 8, 2013
Stocks were up today on what Wall Street says is wonderful news. The U.S. Government just published its
teeny-tiniest trade deficit since January 2010 and thank goodness for energy independence. Now we can
recalculate Fourth Quarter 2012 and make the GDP contraction go away. Whew! For a while there, it was
almost like we were facing another recession.
Whew!
I'd like to dedicate today's trade report to the brave purveyors of American news—insight, intelligence,
integrity—but of course I can't (because I don't have the authority). I can, however, offer this reality check
and hope they someday understand the origins of their paychecks.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—December 2012”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•

Trade deficit, seasonally adjusted: -$38,539,000,000 — down a whopping 21% from November
(revised)
Goods deficit, not seasonally adjusted: -$46,502,000,000 — down a whopping 27% from November
(revised)

Brand-new all-time-history-of-our-planet records:
•
•
•

Monthly imports of consumer goods: $ 45,245,000,000
Annual trade deficit with a single country [China]: $ 315,053,000,000 (Previous record: $
295,422,500,000)
Annual imports from a single country [China]: $ 425,643,600,000 (Previous record: $
399,361,900,000)

Not only was our 2012 goods deficit with China the absolute worst in all of history, our December 2012
goods deficit with China accounted for more than 52.5% of our entire goods deficit, including oil.
I'm strangely reminded of a line from Rumble Fish—Coppola's best film, it’s said by some.
“California's like a beautiful wild girl on heroin, who's high as a kite, thinking she's on top of the world, not
knowing she's dying even if you show her the marks.”
Not that all Americans are quite this oblivious. Most of us seem to know our self-destruction is not
sustainable.

578.
PDF of DttG
February 9, 2013
Attached is a PDF of “Dollar to the Giant”
Please pass it around. The right performer could change the course of history with this song.
We need to find that performer.

579.
Turn Your Lonely Eyes to Shmoo
February 9, 2013

Al Capp's comic strip ran from 1934 to 1977—43 years—and entertained the generation of Americans who
created, from scratch, most of the real wealth we're losing today.
They were better Americans, better human beings, who loved and understood the Shmoo.
An introduction from the official Li'l Abner website:
www.lil-abner.com/shmoo.html
•
•
•
•
•

Anything that delighted people delighted a Shmoo.
“Shmoos,” warned Ol' Man Mose, “is the greatest menace to hoomanity th' world has evah known.”
“Thass becuz they is so bad, huh?” asked Li'l Abner.
“No, stupid,” answered Mose, hurling one of life's profoundest paradoxes at Li'l Abner. “It's because
they're so good!”
Shmoos were ultimately exterminated to preserve the status quo.

From a delightful and informative Shmoo tribute page:
www.deniskitchen.com/docs/new_shmoofacts.html
•

The Shmoo was an unprecedented media and merchandise phenomenon (1948 - 1952) . . . that arose
immediately, spontaneously, and solely from cartoonist Al Capp's daily comic strip . . . and appealed
widely to Americans of all ages.

•
•
•

A Shmoo savings bond was issued by the U.S. Treasury in 1949.
Al Capp accompanied President Truman at the bond's unveiling ceremony.
During its first year, Shmoo merchandise generated over $25 million in sales. [In 1948 dollars. In
2013, this would be over $238 million—plus the population difference.]

The Shmoo will be 65 in August—a young 65, perhaps, but still retirement age.
Let's try to learn everything we can from the Shmoo before it's too late.
There was just something different about that generation. We need to find out what it was and get it back.

580.
Darn tootin’ about the Shmoo
February 10, 2013
America was at the height of its political and economic powers at the end of WWII. Is it wise to assume that
1940s Americans were intellectually inferior to us “moderns”?
Maybe we should love the Shmoo, too. In any case, we should know something about our own social
history.
And have fun. We should have fun.
Life: “The U.S. Becomes Shmoo-Struck” (September 20, 1948)
The Baltimore Sun: “Al Capp's Li'l Abner—published from 1934 till 1977—was one of a tiny handful of
comic strips that must be called the greatest of all time. It was never more celebrated than during the Time
of the Shmoo, 1948 until roughly 1952 and then again in 1959. The Shmoo, any literate person must
know, was one of history's most brilliant utopian satires.” — 2002 “Editor's Choice” review of The Short
Life and Happy Times of the Shmoo
John Updike: “When Capp's hillbilly Candide encountered delegates from the wicked outer world, or found
within Dogpatch representatives of national trends, the richness of social and philosophical commentary
approached the Voltairean.” — More Matter: Essays and Criticism, 210-211
John Steinbeck: “They always want me to say who is the best writer in America today, and I can't think of
any name but Al Capp. One of the symptoms or diagnostics of literature should be that it is read, that it
amuses, moves, instructs, changes and criticizes people. And who in the world does that more than Capp? I
think Capp may very possibly be the best writer in the world today.”
(http://web.archive.org/web/20090324000815/http:/www.animationarchive.org/2008/05/biography-al-capp2-cappital-offense_08.html)
Marshall McLuhan: “Capp is the only robust satirical voice in American life. Capp looks at the
disordered world around him not as a social reformer who imagines that much good would result from a few
changes in external features of business and political administration; he sees these situations refracted
through the deeply willed deceptions that every person practices upon himself. The criticism which is
embedded in his highly parabolic entertainment, therefore, has a complexity which is the mark of wisdom.
He moves in a world of many dimensions, each of which includes and reflects upon the other.” — The
Virtual Marshall McLuhan, 187-188
A Shmoo primer of sorts can be found on Wikipedia:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shmoo

•
•
•
•

The story was massively popular, both as a commentary on the state of society and as a classic
allegory on greed and corruption.
The Shmoo [a beautiful gentle creature that meets all of the world's needs] was identified by the U.S.
military as a major threat to national security.
Captain of industry J. Roaringham Fatback ordered the extermination of the Shmoo. Li'l Abner
tearfully saluted the “authority” of the Shmooicide Squads.
After the Shmoo was exterminated, grocer Soft-Hearted John cackled: “Now them mizzuble
starvin’ rats has t’come crawlin t’me fo’ the necessities o’ life!! They complained ’bout mah
prices befo’!! Wait'll they see th’ new ones!!”

Wow, it's a good thing this could never happen in real life. . . .
Lastly, this picture of a U.S. Treasury Shmoo savings bond:

Can you imagine anything like this coming from Washington in 2013?
We've lost a lot more than money since 1948.
(I'm gonna go make a snow angel. Can you imagine anyone in Washington making a snow angel?)

581.
Gavrilo Princip’s pistol shot and bin Laden’s inheritance
February 11, 2013
Eamonn Fingleton's latest in Forbes:
“Horsemeat Dinners, Rampant Banksters, and the Future of the Human Condition”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/02/10/horsemeat-for-dinner-globalism-under-fire-and-thefuture-of-the-human-condition
•
•

Although the American press has been slow to sense the historic significance of recent events in the
UK, British exasperation with the EU has the potential to shake the latter-day world order.
Cameron probably doesn't realize it yet but he may just have touched off a geopolitical avalanche.

No more bullet points. Eamonn Fingleton is one of our most practical thinkers and talented writers. You
should read his original article.
And get used to his name. Someday, this Irishman is going to be working for the President.

582.
People Sure Are Noisy Idiots Today
February 11, 2013
People sure are loud today, here in this public place I'm writing from. Partisan, too. Their only common
ground is consumer spending. Similarly festooned and accoutered by the People's Republic of Festoonery
and Accoutrements, these Republicans and Democrats can only agree to disagree.
When you have the time, pack a suitcase full of German-made products and take a trip back to 1942.
Try to sell them anywhere in America—at any price.
Of “tangential” interest, by former Pentagon military analyst Franklin C. Spinney:
“Panetta's Phony Doomsday Scenario”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/02/11/panettas-phony-doomsday-scenario
•

How can you possibly claim the sequester will now make America a second-rate power, when your
own management information system cannot reliably connect accounting inputs to performance and
capability outputs, particularly in this case, where the sequester will only reduce the defense budget
to levels averaged during the Cold War?

Like I've said a gazillion times: kids keep me going. They deserve a chance to live.
Must we destroy them, too?

583.
Antidote: The State of Things
February 12, 2013
Okey-dokey, well, now. . . .
The communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China is “firmly opposing” North Korea's nuclear
explosions.
As in: “Edgar Bergen is ‘firmly opposing’ Charlie McCarthy.”
Here's an observation from [ahem] Soviet Russia:
“The rules are simple: they lie to us, we know they're lying, they know we know they're lying but they keep
lying anyway, and we keep pretending to believe them.” — Elena Gorokhova in her memoir A Mountain of
Crumbs
I've attached a 690-page antidote to this evening's State of the Union address.
In anticipation of some dissatisfaction with the state of our union.
Just in case the President Obama doesn't tell us to stop supporting our enemies/competitors and start
supporting the United States.

584.
“The Soft American” — by President-elect John F. Kennedy
February 13, 2013
From President-elect John F. Kennedy:
“The Soft American”
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1134750/1/index.htm
Selected quotes from December 26, 1960:
•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

The knowledge that the physical well-being of the citizen is an important foundation for the vigor and
vitality of all the activities of the nation is as old as Western civilization itself. But it is a knowledge
which today, in America, we are in danger of forgetting.
The first indication of a decline in the physical strength and ability of young Americans became
apparent among United States soldiers in the early stages of the Korean War.
An increasingly large number of young Americans . . . are getting soft. And such softness on the part
of individual citizens can help to strip and destroy the vitality of a nation.
The physical vigor of our citizens is one of America's most precious resources. If we waste and
neglect this resource, if we allow it to dwindle and grow soft then we will destroy much of our ability
to meet the great and vital challenges which confront our people. We will be unable to realize our
full potential as a nation.
Physical fitness is as vital to the activities of peace as to those of war, especially when our success in
those activities may well determine the future of freedom . . . and the elimination of poverty and
want.
Physical fitness is . . . the basis of dynamic and creative intellectual activity.
We do know . . . that intelligence and skill can only function at the peak of their capacity when the
body is healthy and strong; that hardy spirits and tough minds usually inhabit sound bodies.
Physical fitness is the basis of all the activities of our society. And if our bodies grow soft and
inactive, if we fail to encourage physical development and prowess, we will undermine our capacity
for thought, for work and for use of those skills vital to an expanding and complex America.
The physical fitness of our citizens is a vital prerequisite to America's realization of its full potential
as a nation, and to the opportunity of each individual citizen to make full and fruitful use of his
capacities.
It is ironic that at a time when the magnitude of our dangers makes the physical fitness of our citizens
a matter of increasing importance, it takes greater effort and determination than ever before to build
the strength of our bodies.
This growing decline is a matter of urgent concern to thoughtful Americans. This is a national
problem, and requires national action.
We do not want our children to become a generation of spectators. Rather, we want each of them to
be a participant in the vigorous life.

From the CDC:

“Table 74: Healthy weight, overweight, and obesity among persons 20 years of age and over, by
selected characteristics: United States, selected years 1960-1962 through 2007-2010”
www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hus/2011/074.pdf
•
•
•
•

49.5% — overweight men in 1960
73.3% — overweight men in 2010
15.7% — obese women in 1960
36.1% — obese women in 2010

Do you think anyone in Washington (Wall Street, Beijing, etc.) wants us healthy and alert?
Worth thinking about.
President Kennedy said the two things he feared most were nuclear war and trade deficits.
This, too, might be worth thinking about.

585.
I Hate the Traitor-in-Chief
February 13, 2013
Sitting in the rubble of my once-vivacious nation enfeebled by globalization, this was all I needed to hear
from its Wall Street-multinational-funded Traitor-in-Chief.
I quote from 4 sequential paragraphs of its State of the Union address:
•
•

•

•

“We cannot look back years from now and wonder why we did nothing in the face of real threats to
our security and our economy.”
“That's why, earlier today, I signed a new executive order that will strengthen our cyber defenses by
increasing information sharing, and developing standards to protect our national security, our jobs,
and our privacy.”
“Even as we protect our people, we should remember that today's world presents not only dangers,
but opportunities. To boost American exports, support American jobs, and level the playing
field in the growing markets of Asia, we intend to complete negotiations on a Trans-Pacific
Partnership. And tonight, I am announcing that we will launch talks on a comprehensive
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership with the European Union—because trade that
is free and fair across the Atlantic supports millions of good-paying American jobs.”
“We also know that progress in the most impoverished parts of our world enriches us all. In many
places, people live on little more than a dollar a day. So the United States will join with our allies to
eradicate such extreme poverty in the next two decades: by connecting more people to the global
economy and . . . saving the world's children from preventable deaths.”

“Saving the world's children from preventable deaths”?
Beautiful. Sign me up. Just one question:
Why is it we can only save the world's children by destroying our own?

586.
“The state of our union” as tracked by reading levels
February 13, 2013
From the Guardian:
“The state of our union is . . . dumber: How the linguistic standard of the presidential address has
declined”
www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2013/feb/12/state-of-the-union-reading-level
•
•
•

Using the Flesch-Kincaid readability test the Guardian has tracked the reading level of every state of
the union.
James Madison ranks #1
Barack Obama ranks #2—from the bottom, for cryin’ out loud!

We know we're getting dumber, so let's move on to the next question:
Why?

587.
Update: Top 1% Captures An Even Bigger Share
February 14, 2013
Update:
“Obama’s So-Called ‘Socialism’”
[FFC #298]
Included a table from French economist and Berkeley professor Emmanuel Saez showing:
•
•

From 1993-2010, 52% of U.S. income growth was captured by the Top 1%
From 2009-2010, 93% of U.S. income growth was captured by the Top 1%; Bottom 99% income
growth was 0.2%

Saez has recently updated his report “Striking it Richer” to include 2011 estimates:
http://elsa.berkeley.edu/~saez/saez-UStopincomes-2011.pdf
•
•

From 1993-2011, 62% of U.S. income growth was captured by the Top 1%
From 2009-2011, 121% of U.S. income growth was captured by the Top 1%; Bottom 99% income
loss was -0.4%

Saez comments:

“A number of factors may help explain this increase in inequality, not only underlying technological changes
but also the retreat of institutions developed during the New Deal and World War II—such as progressive tax
policies, powerful unions, corporate provision of health and retirement benefits, and changing social norms
regarding pay inequality. We need to decide as a society whether this increase in income inequality is
efficient and acceptable and, if not, what mix of institutional and tax reforms should be developed to counter
it.”
I've got some ideas—ideas notably resisting America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and
Surrender.

588.
We Line Up for More
February 14, 2013
In response to yesterday's JFK “Soft American” mailing, a college professor/marathon runner friend wrote:
“Interesting how then ‘health’ meant personal commitment to your own health. Now it means medicating
kids.”
I'm still trying to understand the entertainment value in all of this. They rape us. We line up for more. The
violence escalates. We line up for more. Sometimes we complain, but we always line up for more.
Is it possible that someday the “money people” could announce our planned executions and we'd somehow
find this diverting?
The money people have just announced plans to further “globalize” the American economy.
I wonder what they'll announce when we've nothing left?
I thought this was interesting—and useful:
“Non-Profit Hospital Executive Salaries Continue to Defy Gravity and Logic”
http://hcrenewal.blogspot.com/2013/02/non-profit-hospital-executive-salaries.html
•
•

•
•

It is time to do our latest round-up of incessantly buoyant hospital executive compensation and
argumentative hot air that seems to fuel it.
I will first summarize the latest cases in alphabetical order by state, and then examine some common
justifications for the seemingly anti-gravitational nature of executive compensation in this part of
health care.
Health care organizations, like many other organizations, seem to be run primarily for the benefit of
their executives and their cronies, regardless of what happens to anyone else.
If we do not fix the severe problems . . . we will be as much to blame as the leaders when the system
collapses.

If average American citizens do not act, we will all be as much to blame.
And it won't be very entertaining.

589.
“Should we care? What can we do?”
February 15, 2013
From his blog. Barry Lando produced 60 Minutes for thirty years.
“Hijacking History”
http://barrylando.blogspot.com/2013/02/zero-dark-thirty-hijacking-history_15.html
•

•
•

With the increasing sophistication of the media, film makers have the ability to create the impression
that what we are seeing is God-given truth. So we swallow the lies and distortions along with the
facts. There is just no way to tell the difference.
These days, playing to box office needs, one of the most common film-making distortions is to give
Americans credit for the courage and derring-do of others.
They substitute tedious print with a patchwork of spellbinding tales and dramatic images—a
beguiling but often distorted or completely false vision of ourselves and our past. Should we care?
What can we do?

From the AP:
“Pentagon Creates New Medal for Cyber, Drone Wars”
www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=171902944
•

The medal is a brass pendant, nearly two inches tall, with a laurel wreath that circles a globe. There
is an eagle in the center. The ribbon has blue, red and white stripes.

From me by way of EIC:
“China's Purchase of AMC Theaters”
www.economyincrisis.org/content/chinas-purchase-of-amc-theaters
•
•

AMC's 346 theaters and 5,034 screens across the U.S. and Canada will be powerful outlets for subtle
propaganda.
AMC ticket sales now help support the People's Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party,
and the People's Liberation Army.

From her blog. Washington-based Yaxue Cao here translates Beijing-based Gao Yu:
“Xi Jinping the Man”
http://seeingredinchina.com/2013/01/26/beijing-observation-xi-jinping-the-man-by-gao-yu

•

•
•

“It's a profound lesson for us! To dismiss the history of the Soviet Union and the Soviet Communist
Party, to dismiss Lenin and Stalin, and to dismiss everything else is to engage in historic nihilism,
and it confuses our thoughts and undermines the Party's organizations on all levels.” — Xi
“In the Soviet Union where the military was depoliticized, separated from the Party and nationalized,
the Party was disarmed.” — Xi
“Proportionally, the Soviet Communist Party had more members than we do, but nobody was man
enough to stand up and resist.” — Xi

From a prior conversation between a Chinese Party official and a U.S. delegate:
“China Said This. You Should Know This.”
[FFC #167]
•
•
•
•

Q: “Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world communism?”
A: “Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist.”
Q. “Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or their
economic environment still exist?”
A. “No, that would be against the laws of science.”

From the AP:
“Pentagon Creates New Medal. . . .”
(Ooops. I already gave you this one.)
From the mouths of babes:
What about a medal for people who don't betray our country by purchasing our enemies' products?

590.
More free trade? Did I hear him correctly? Is this good?
February 16, 2013
Free Trade Agreements? Did I hear the American President say we need more Free Trade Agreements? Did
I hear the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and National Association of Manufacturers second that emotion?
Holy finger trap! If I didn't know better, I'd say these coyotes must be working for foreigners,
multinationals, offshore producers, Wall Street gamblers—heck, hell, just about everyone except 99% of this
country's American citizens.
Is this globalization? Is this good?
Why did President Kennedy say the two things he feared most were nuclear war and trade deficits?
“Job-Killing Trade Deficits Soar Under Free Trade Agreements: U.S. Trade Deficits Grow More
Than 440% with FTA Countries, but Decline 7% with Non-FTA Countries” — Public Citizen's Global
Trade Watch
•
•

PDF version: www.citizen.org/documents/FTA-v-No-FTA-Factsheet.pdf
HTML version: www.citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/02/job-killing-trade-deficits-soar-underfree-trade-agreements.html

I wonder:

If JFK had lived to see this unbroken string of deepening trade deficits that have cost us nearly $10 trillion,
so far—not counting jobs, factories, opportunities, growth, well-being, and countless human lives—well, I
just wonder what he'd say.

591.
The Minimum Wage and Related Rambling
February 17, 2013
Today I woke up with a theory about God, but I should first say something about the minimum wage. So
politicized, this issue is not so clear cut.
I've experienced both sides of minimum wage and labor “exploitation.” I started working for wages when I
was six. On Saturdays I'd sit on a big box in a dark warehouse and count nuts, bolts, and washers into
smaller boxes, then label them #3, #4, or #6. (No #5s—which, in retrospect, I think was pretty good
training.) I was paid piecework, and if I really hustled I could make 30 cents an hour. Typically, I made 10.
By the time I was twelve, I was making $1 per hour at my summer (and lighted) warehouse job—often 60hour weeks with no overtime. Minimum wage back then (1969) was $1.60—the equivalent of $10 today—
but I never got minimum until I turned sixteen, legal, and was no longer child labor. For the next two
summers I made $1.60 and $2.00—less, I well remember, than my illegal Mexican immigrant co-workers.
Come 1975, when the minimum wage spiked to $2.10, I graduated early, spent a semester and a summer
making $2.10 an hour, and left for college.
Did all of this “build character”? I don't know. I think it probably trained me to labor for very little in
return, which is not something I would recommend to anyone I cared about. So far as the effect on my own
life is concerned, I'll stay ambivalent.
Good transition word: “ambivalent.” Makes me think about the U.S. economy.
Did you ever notice that the so-called “American” Century was defined by unprecedentedly huge,
destructive, expensive wars? Also, it occurs to me that the biggest wars—World War I, World War II,
Korea, Vietnam—were products of Democrats' administrations and that, to this day, nobody seems to
understand the relative economic contributions of government spending, domestic production, domestic
consumption, and the making-and-killing of foreign enemies.
The U.S. would not have been quite so unprecedentedly prosperous in its post-WWII heyday if the MilitaryIndustrial-Congressional Complex had offshore outsourced its production. Still, this hasn't kept some
terribly stupid, cowardly, and globalist politicians in Washington from resorting to war every time their
creativity and courage fail them.
We learned—or should have learned—some other simple, useful lessons back in our happier, wealthier days,
arguably none more important than opportunity. High income taxes (over 90%) and union membership
(over 30%) helped relax tight fists, but even the depression-scarred among America's wealthy soon learned
that when their money circulated, it propagated. They, too, became unexpectedly richer as our country's
middle-class income and consumption grew. Who'd have thought?
In macro terms, managing our economy was much, much easier in the pre-globalization days. American
economic stimulus stimulated American consumption of American goods—not the consumption of goods
manufactured by our foreign competitors and adversaries.

I'm cringing—fast-forwarding to the 1970s, thinking about all those Detroit union autoworkers buying
Datsuns.
I'm cringing again thinking about the minimum wage, imagining a hypothetical son or daughter asking me
for an increase in their allowance, when I know very well they plan to spend it on something unhealthy—
like drugs or campaign contributions to Republicans and Democrats.
So would I increase the minimum wage? Yes, but first things first—or simultaneously and
comprehensively. We won't get enough bang for the buck if the higher wages are spent on foreign goods and
services. This moves American wealth outside our borders and helps our competitors and adversaries. But if
the money stayed and circulated within our borders, we could raise the minimum wage through the roof and
it would help us—our economy, our people.
I woke up thinking that today I'll define “God” as the act—the action—of caring as much about others'
feelings as I care about my own.
Have a great rest of the day.

592.
Well Said, Worth Reading
February 19, 2013
“Who Killed the Middle Class?”
www.buchanan.org/blog/who-killed-the-middle-class-5488
— by Patrick J. Buchanan

593.
Print and Post—Prominently
February 20, 2013
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer
of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face
is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again,
because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who
knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows
in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring
greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”
— Theodore Roosevelt, “Citizenship in a Republic”
Google:
“American-made goods”
— and have a great future.

594.
This Week’s Most Offensively Misleading Product Label
February 21, 2013
As long as we're on the subject of ethics and offshore producers. . . .
A flabbergasted friend just found these foreign-made T-shirts at a Chicago-area store:

Small print on the inside: “Made in blah/blah/blah”
Large print on the outside: “ORIGINATED in KENOSHA, WISC.”

Jockey International, Inc. can eat my shorts—my American-made shorts.
A Google search of “T-Shirt Made in USA” just turned up 1,230,000 results. I clicked on the “Shopping”
link and there were still 2,600 results.
It appears we economic patriots are a force of nature—a force of human nature.

595.
More Unwelcome Observations
February 21, 2013
Perspective from Linh Dinh, rated R for language and introspection:
“Deranging America”
The last paragraph:
•

Americans are the most drugged and indebted people on earth, with the highest rates of teen
pregnancy and childbirth among developed nations. We don't think much about the future, nor can
we envision what it might bring. With no universal healthcare, many of us don't even dare to think
about our own bodily decline or vulnerabilities. “Kicking the can down the road” has become our
mantra. Each speech by the President is a vapid pep talk with no correlation to reality, yet, clouded
by virtual or real narcotics, many of us still clap and cheer. Others mumble that it's time we fight
back, but with our enemy ill-defined or out of reach, we're reduced to shooting innocents or
ourselves.

The first paragraph:
•

The coarsening of a people doesn't happen overnight. When I came to the States in 1975, the Gong
Show was about as rude as it got on television. Some earnest sap would get bumped for crooning,
“Feelings, nothing more than feelings,” but no one ever got screamed at, had their wig knocked off or
made to sob in public. No tune ever urged murder, and even a group named War only sang, “Why
can't we be friends?” The year's top hit was The Captain and Tennille's “Love Will Keep Us
Together.” Compared to now, it was a cheesy time, for sure. American cheese.

The in-between:
•

http://linhdinhphotos.blogspot.com/2013/02/deranging-america.html

“A question worth asking: Who benefit from . . . ?”

596.
Short-Term Investment in Long-Term Happiness
February 22, 2013
“I will endeavor to say nothing that is not true as far as I can manage, and that is pretty much all that I can
engage for. Advices, I believe, to young men—and to all men—are very seldom much valued. There is a
great deal of advising, and very little faithful performing. And talk that does not end in any kind of action is
better suppressed altogether.” — Thomas Carlyle
I think it would be fun to manage a café with one rule:
No empty talk.
But, much as I agree with Thomas Carlyle, I also know how people love to complain, so I'll suggest a
compromise.
If we continue to complain, only complain, we soon won't have a country left to complain about—or voices
to complain with.
More than anything, America needs a way to pay its bills with money.
So, just for a temporary while, let's stop complaining about the American economy at the same time we're
supporting the Chinese.
If we can stop complaining long enough to buy some American-made goods and hang some American
politicians, we can live to gripe another day.
This is my advising: short-term investment in long-term happiness.

597.
What We Can Do; “In his outrageously justifiably foulmouthed rant:”
February 23, 2013
Yesterday, in “Short-Term Investment in Long-Term Happiness,” I lightly suggested that the two most
important things we absolutely must do—buy American-made products and hang American politicians—are
the two things most completely within our power.
We are anything but helpless.
In his outrageously justifiably foul-mouthed rant:
“Shame.”
www.interfluidity.com/v2/4013.html
Author Steve Waldman reminds us that “citizenship does carry burdens”:
•

•

But where laws aren't there, the pitchforks must always be. A society that expects laws to substitute
for, rather than channel, public outrage, is a society not long for this world in any form worthy of the
name. Outrage and shame are primary.
A good society depends on an active public, first and foremost. A society that has allowed the
predations of the powerful to become purely private matters mediated via “markets,” courts,
academies, and bureaucracies, that has delegated “activism” to a mostly protected professional class,
is nothing more than a herd hoping that today it is somebody else who will be slaughtered.

I send this hoping Stevens Waldman and Brill will connect with readers who consider me too polite.
Still, I should say that I was completely serious in yesterday's humor.
If you don't like the economy, change it. The American economy is 70% consumer spending. We can turn it
around any time we choose.
If you don't like what the Wall Street and Washington criminals are getting away with, change them.
Hang them. This isn't as barbaric as it sounds.
As soon as we hang a few, the rest will get the message.
Then we won't have to hang any more until they inevitably and once again choose to disregard the lessons—
the pitchforks—of history.

598.
A First-Class Private in a No-Class World
February 24, 2013
Do they support you—or do they want you to support them?
Veteran protestor Andy Thayer meets our two-party/one-pocket system:
“Bradley Manning and the Appalling Silence of Gay, Inc.”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/02/22/bradley-manning-and-the-appalling-silence-of-gay-inc
•
•
•
•

•

•

Why the silence about Manning? It's political cowardice. A failure to take on “difficult” political
subjects, particularly when doing so might bite the Democratic Party hands that feed them.
Bradley Manning's great sin, in the view of the gay NGOs, was in exposing not just the depravity of
the Bush administration's foreign policy, but Barack Obama's as well.
One would never know from Gay, Inc.'s pronouncements that the two biggest legislative attacks on
gay rights of the last century were undertaken and vigorously defended by Democrats.
Gay, Inc. sees its source of jobs in Democratic administrations, its executive directorships with sixfigure salaries, its charity balls and other celebrity-driven hoopla as more important than gay rights.
And when individual LGBTs like Bradley Manning through their own courage expose the human
rights fakery of Democratic politicians, they can twist in the wind.
Just as much of the anti-war movement was “anti-war” only when a Republican President was
leading the wars, much of the gay movement is pro-gay only when it's non-Democrats who are antigay.
The Obama administration is leading the attack on the most important whistle-blower of our era. . . .

Follow the money trail.
Always.

599.
Real and Fictitious Economies; Japan and Unfounded
Nonsense
February 24, 2013
What's more important, the real economy or the fictitious economy?
The real economy creates wealth. The fictitious economy does not create wealth; it merely transfers wealth.
Human beings have long managed to survive and thrive without the fictitious economy. Stocks, bonds,
derivatives, Wall Street, etc.—these are all relatively recent events on the human timeline.
Food, water, shelter, clothing, tools, transportation, warmth—these are the things of the real economy, the
economy of manufacturing, agriculture, and natural resources.
The real economy is the economy of life.
Why, then, do we pay so much attention to the fictitious economy—the economy of wealth transfer, the
economy of gamblers?
Why, then, are we so hesitant to defend our real economy from its global competitors and adversaries?
Maybe we're listening to the wrong people.
Maybe our global competitors and adversaries have just a little too much control over the multinational
media.
New today from Forbes:
“Opening the Japanese Market: The Washington Post Gets It Wrong Again”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/02/24/opening-the-japanese-market-the-washington-post-getsit-wrong-again
•
•
•
•
•

So is Japan really changing? Unfortunately, no. Underlying Schneider's argument is the same old
wishful thinking that has constantly discombobulated American attitudes for generations.
Irrespective of what the usual sources tell the American press, Japan's mercantilist trade policy is not
negotiable.
Everyone in Washington seems to think the Chinese and Japanese are on the brink of war.
If you look below the surface of how the Beijing and Tokyo establishments deal with one another,
relations could hardly be better.
Consider, for instance, the two nations’ ties in trade and technology transfer—ties that are among the
closest of any two nations in the world.

•

Tokyo's willingness to equip the People's Liberation Army is in fact one reason why Japan, with little
more than one-third of America's workforce, exports more than 50 percent more to China than
America does.

Forbes contributor Eamonn Fingleton is a recognized authority on global trade. He lived in Japan for 27
years.

600.
Fun Stuff on a Lively Monday, But First a Pop Quiz
February 25, 2013
I'll keep things “responsibly brief”—too many good links, just one bullet point each—but first a pop quiz:
Who deserves the biggest paycheck?
•
•
•
•
•

A rodent living in an oval office in a large white house?
A banker whose decisions have damaged a nation's economy and countless human lives?
A merchant of death who survives on taxpayer money?
A media personality who aids, abets, and assists the aforementioned?
A disgustingly lazy person on unemployment/welfare?

Correct answer below.*
Now to the fun stuff on this lively Monday:
“Big Bank Welfare Queens Unprofitable Without Government Subsidies, So Why Don't We Regulate
Them Like Utilities?”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2013/02/big-bank-welfare-queens-unprofitable-without-government-subsidiesso-why-dont-we-regulate-them-like-utilities.html
•

We've allowed an industry that couldn't figure out how to operate profitably on its own to extract
undeservedly large subsidies, with the result that the financial services industry has become
extractive. Its pay is wildly out of line with the social benefits it provides (indeed, many of its most
predatory practices are also its best remunerated) and it has also grown disproportionately large,
sucking resources away from better uses.

“As Barack Obama Faces His Cuban Missile Moment, Is He a Man or a Mouse?”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/02/25/as-barack-obama-faces-his-cuban-missile-moment-ishe-a-man-or-a-mouse
•

Many of the top “China hands” in American think-tanks and universities who advised Bill Clinton on
the sell-out deal that gave China permanent normal trade relations in the late 1990s were clearly in
Beijing's pocket. That is why their praises were sung by the Washington trade lobby. The lobby
needed to get the deal done, and if that meant burnishing the reputations of obvious stooges and
quislings, so be it.

“Women in combat unavoidable, unacceptable”

www.tribune-democrat.com/zacharyhubbard/x273849198/Zachary-Hubbard-Women-in-combatunavoidable-unacceptable
•

The commander in chief has spoken, and the announcement constitutes the official Obama
administration policy—I get it. But before the fairness, inclusiveness and women's rights activists get
too excited about his decision, everyone should calm down and consider its full implications. I
served as a commissioned officer in the Army for 24 years. . . .

“Robert Gibbs: I was told ‘not even to acknowledge the drone program’”
http://tv.msnbc.com/2013/02/24/robert-gibbs-i-was-told-not-even-to-acknowledge-the-drone-program
•

Here's what's inherently crazy about that proposition: you're being asked a question based on
reporting of a program that exists. So you're the official government spokesperson acting as if the
entire program . . . pay no attention to the man behind the curtain.

“Who's Behind the Curtain of Treasury Nominee Jack Lew's Funny Money”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/02/whos-behind-the-curtain-of-treasury-nominee-jack-lews-funnymoney
•

I don't know of anyone in America who has these kinds of skeletons popping out of their closets daily
except the one man that President Obama continues to support for a “full time high level position” on
one of the highest perches in America: his nominee, Jack Lew, for U.S. Treasury Secretary. The
Treasury Department is not some little nickel and dime operation where screaming conflicts and
funny money games in your past don't matter.

“Trade protectionism looms next as central banks exhaust QE”
www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/comment/ambroseevans_pritchard/9891082/Trade-protectionism-looms-nextas-central-banks-exhaust-QE.html
•

The global trauma of the last five years is a trade conflict masquerading as a debt crisis. Nothing like
this has been seen before in modern times. The twin policy regimes in East and West stoked the
credit bubble, and this in turn disguised what was happening to trade flows. These flows were
disguised yet further after 2008 by QE and fiscal buffers, but the hard reality beneath may soon be
exposed as these props are knocked away.

“Made in America: Fashion's Fight to Save the Garment District”
http://style.time.com/2013/02/19/made-in-america-fashions-fight-to-save-the-garment-district
•

If you want to make change, it comes out of your wallet. Every consumer has a voice with their
money, whether it's a $20 pair of leggings or an $800 dress. It's your decision.

*Hey, why isn't “Bob Hall” on the list?

601.
Off the Charts: Wealth Transfer to Global Elites
February 26, 2013
Wealth creation: good. Wealth transfer: bad.
In 1966, the U.S. trade surplus in goods was $3.8 billion.
In 2011, the U.S. trade deficit in goods was -$738 billion.
Globalization is wealth transfer to global elites.

“Income Equality: 1 Inch to 5 Miles”: http://taxprof.typepad.com/files/138tn1007.pdf

Will we continue to support this with our spending and obedience?
Will we continue to sacrifice the lives of people we love?
See:
“Dollar to the Giant”
See:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
And have a future.

602.
The Antithesis of American Middle Class Mental Health
February 27, 2013
Let's continue our discussion of inequality—the antithesis of American middle-class prosperity. Yesterday,
the New York State Comptroller's office published:
“Wall Street Bonuses Rose in 2012”
www.osc.state.ny.us/press/releases/feb13/022613.htm
•
•
•
•
•
•

Profits for the broker/dealer operations of NYSE member firms totaled $23.9 billion in 2012—three
times the $7.7 billion of 2011.
The average employee cash bonus rose 9% to $121,890.
Note that 1991 was the first year the average Wall Street bonus exceeded $30,000.
In 1985, the average bonus was $13,970.
The New York securities industry lost 28,300 jobs during the financial crisis and has added back only
8,500.
In 2011, securities industry-to-private sector salaries averaged 5.3-to-1, $362,900 vs. $67,900. (Data
for 2012 are not yet available.)

Remember, these people are in business to grab existing wealth. They do not create any new wealth. As
with any gambling operation, the house always wins—especially if the house is also subsidized by the
government using taxpayer money.
As I said in my last mailing: Globalization is wealth transfer to global elites.
These are the people with the money to convince us that “globalization” is inevitable and “free trade” is
good.
These are the people who taught us the value of political correctness and obedience.
We protect their fictitious economy. We surrender our real economy.
We defend their principles. We blame one another.
We surrender our self-esteem.
We abandon everything that reminds us of ourselves.

603.
Debt, Trade; All Lies, All the Time
March 1, 2013
Ugh. Well, you've probably been following the news, too. This government—all lies, all the time.
Earlier today, I wrote to a friend:
“A ‘debt problem’ means we get to blame the other guy. A ‘trade problem’ means we have to look in the
mirror.”
I thought this was worth launching into the Universe.
This too, a reminder:
In 2009, former Federal Reserve chairman Paul Volcker testified that:
•
•

The economic crisis “was made possible by a high level of imports, a collapse in personal savings,
and large trade and current account deficits.”
“The strong increase in housing prices [gave] the illusion of wealth creation.”

Shortly thereafter, the Wall Street-Washington Axis managed to muzzle Mr. Volcker and delete his
testimony from the House of Representatives website.
We have debt, but we don't have a debt problem. We have a trade problem that's being peddled as a debt
problem. When we correct our trade problem, we'll be able to pay our debts—and then some.
Unfortunately for those grown accustomed to “all lies, all the time,” correcting our trade problem will mean
correcting some bad habits we've developed over 37 years of trade deficits and their incalculable damage.
First, we'll have to manufacture, sell, and purchase our own products.
Second—well, let's skip #2 for now so you can read an extraordinary article, the latest from William Pfaff:
“All for War”
www.williampfaff.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=614
•

In October 1963, shortly before his assassination, President John Kennedy told French interviewer
Jean Daniel of the weekly Le Nouvel Observateur, “I believe that there is no country in the world
including any and all of the countries under colonial domination, where economic colonization,
humiliation and exploitation were worse than in Cuba, in part owing to my country's policies during
the Batista regime. . . . [To] some extent it is as though Batista was the incarnation of a number of
sins on the part of the United States. Now we shall have to pay for those sins.”

Obviously, this is a must-read.
About #2. . . .

604.
Things Are Different in the U.S.
March 1, 2013
Nicely written, useful article:
“We Aren't the World: Why Americans Are the Weirdest People in the World”
www.psmag.com/magazines/pacific-standard-cover-story/joe-henrich-weird-ultimatum-game-shaking-uppsychology-economics-53135
Based on a compelling study:
“The weirdest people in the world?”
www2.psych.ubc.ca/~henrich/pdfs/WeirdPeople.pdf
A few teasers from the 5,000-word article:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

More than 96% of the subjects tested in psychological studies reported in the six top journals from
2003 to 2007 were Westerners, with nearly 70% from the U.S. alone.
If human cognition is shaped by cultural ideas and behavior, it can't be studied without taking into
account what those ideas and behaviors are and how they are different from place to place.
Americans are often the most unusual, leading researchers to conclude that “American participants
are exceptional even within the unusual population of Westerners—outliers among outliers.”
Because of our peculiarly Western way of thinking about ourselves as independent of others, the idea
of the culturally shaped mind doesn't go down very easily.
The interdependent self—which is more the norm in East Asian countries, including Japan and
China—connects itself with others in a social group and favors social harmony over self-expression.
The independent self—which is most prominent in America—focuses on individual attributes and
preferences and thinks of the self as existing apart from the group.
Unlike the vast majority of the world, Westerners (and Americans in particular) tend to reason
analytically as opposed to holistically. The American mind strives to figure out the world by taking it
apart and examining its pieces.
After reading this paper, academics from other disciplines began to come forward with their own mea
culpas.

I loved this sentence:
“Given the data, they concluded that social scientists could not possibly have picked a worse population from
which to draw broad generalizations.”
Things are different in the U.S.

Things are different outside the U.S.
Worth thinking about next time you support foreign ideologies with your shopping habits.

605.
In a “global” economy, you might know what’s happening
elsewhere.
March 2, 2013
“Eurozone unemployment rises to record levels”
www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2013/03/20133111371495915.html
•
•
•
•

An end to the labour market downturn is not yet in sight.
Even if the eurozone economy exits from recession in due course, the labour market is likely to
remain in recession for most if not all of this year.
The economic division between the southern periphery and the core will not change in 2013.
While the economy in the core countries . . . should grow again in the first quarter, it will probably
still contract in most periphery countries through to the second half of the year.

“Euro area unemployment rate at 11.9%—January 2013”
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-01032013-BP/EN/3-01032013-BP-EN.PDF
•
•
•
•

Total unemployed, EA17: 18,998,000—up from 17,089,000 in January 2012
Total unemployed, EU27: 26,217,000—up from 24,327,000 in January 2012
Unemployment rate, EA17 Youth (under 25): 24.2%—up from 21.9% in January 2012
Unemployment rate, Spain: 26.2%—up from 23.6% in January 2012

Unemployment rate, Germany: 5.3%—down from 5.5% in January 2012.
Unemployment rate, Japan: 4.2%—down from 4.5% in January 2012.

606.
The Interest and Duty of a Wise People
March 2, 2013
I quoted an earlier, manlier President in my earlier, manlier article “It's Impossible For A Well-Informed
Citizen To Be Partisan”:
George Washington on partisanship:
•
•

The interest and duty of a wise people [are] to discourage and restrain it.
It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a facilitated access to the
government itself through the channels of party passions.

I used to occasionally quote Paul Krugman:
•

By selling more to other countries and spending more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods,
we could get to full employment without a boom in either consumption or investment spending.

That was in The New York Times on 12/22/08. In today's NYT, Krugman writes:
•

It seems that some years ago Malaysia's ruling party took a good look at leading pundits and policy
intellectuals in the [U.S.] conservative movement, reached a judgment about their personal and
intellectual integrity or lack thereof, and acted in accordance with that judgment. Funny how
Malaysia gets who these people are and what motivates them—while our own press corps doesn't.

I'm sure you get my point—which of course has nothing to do with Malaysia. When we finally realize how
much all of this partisan media mind control actually costs us, we might not find it quite so entertaining.
This in mind, I'll recommend the following article. It's not exactly objective, but I do find some useful
clarity on the fringes.
“Socializing Costs, Privatizing Profits”
www.davidrosenwrites.com/socialize-costs
I'll weigh in before I sign off:
I'm typically careful with babies and bath water. We need government and business—both—and we need
them to help each other. What we don't need are the foreign interests. In our prosperous days, as I noted in
my candidacy speech on campaign finance:
•

. . . Big Business was still American, and we could reasonably expect the corruption of special
interest politics to benefit Americans. The distribution of favors was not fair, but, for the most part,
the money stayed in the United States and benefited our own citizens.

•
•

When American business went multinational, our politicians were quick to follow. The United States
government is now unduly influenced by multinational, largely foreign, special interests.
Is it any wonder that American middle-class prosperity and security—once the envy of the world—
have been sacrificed to the gods of globalization?

We love to laugh at stupid politicians.
I wonder how hard we'd laugh if we knew they were just pretending to be stupid.
It is the interest and duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain partisanship.

607.
When Old Men Stop Planting Trees
March 3, 2013
A society goes to hell when old men stop planting trees in whose shade they know they'll never sit.
The original expression—
“A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they'll never sit”
—is more naturally inspiring but probably less instructive. We humans are naturally philoprogenitive.
(Strange word, I know. I learned it from a phrenological chart when I was a young boy with a lumpy head.)
In the summer between fifth and sixth grades, I received a long handwritten letter from my retired French
teacher Mrs. Vivian Christopherson, who gave me this:
“A mind such as yours is a God-given gift and not to be wasted.”
Your mind, faithful reader, is no less a gift.
If its giver someday asks what you've done with your gift, how will you answer?

608.
A Call to Act, Interact, and Compare Notes
March 5, 2013
“If enough people knew about Bob Hall and [. . .], things would change. Problem is, not enough people
know about Bob Hall and [. . .].”
How often have you heard this—or some [. . .] like this?
Here explained, when you really think about it, is how things have always gotten done:
Tell 2 friends about something important. (This e-mail is important.)
Communicate, educate, reciprocate—so that they, in turn, will each tell 2 friends . . . and so on . . . and so on.
Watch how quickly—with so little individual effort:
Day One:
•
•

Newly Inspired Citizens, Day One: 2 (your 2 friends)
Inspired Running Total: 3 (you + your 2 friends)

Day Two:
•
•

Newly Inspired Citizens, Day Two: 4 (your 2 friends have each inspired 2 others)
Inspired Running Total: 7 (you + Day One's 2 + Day Two's 4)

Day Seven:
•
•

Newly Inspired Citizens, Day Seven: 128
Inspired Running Total: 255

Day Fourteen:
•
•

Newly Inspired Citizens, Day Fourteen: 16,384
Inspired Running Total: 32,767

Day Twenty-One:
•
•

Newly Inspired Citizens, Day Twenty-One: 2,087,152
Inspired Running Total: 4,194,303

A few hours into Day 28, we'll have inspired every man, woman, and child in the United States—enough to
upset any two-party/one-pocket tyranny.

Day Thirty-One:
•
•

Newly Inspired Citizens, Day Thirty-One: 2,147,483,648
Inspired Running Total: 4,294,967,295

A few hours into Day 32, we'll have reached every human being on the planet.
This, my Fellow Fed-Up Citizens—
This is why “they”—however you're inclined to define “them”—
This is why “they” work so hard to limit and subvert every aspect of healthy interaction.
Can you imagine what would happen if we all got together and compared notes?

609.
Abraham Lincoln said:
March 5, 2013
“Our leaders used to be on our side. Back when England was a serious economic competitor,
Abraham Lincoln said:
‘If we purchase a ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and
England the money. But if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then
America has the rails and the money both.’
Can you imagine any President saying that today? No way. The multinationals that control our politics
would never allow it.”
— excerpt from “College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
If you share this with two people today, and they each share it with two people tomorrow, and so on:
In 21 days, we will have reached 4,194,303 people.
In 31 days, we will have reached 4,294,967,295 people.
What have you got to lose?

610.
Maybe We’ve Been Listening to the Wrong People
March 6, 2013
“Reallocate ten dollars per person per day—from foreign to American-made goods—and in a year we’d have
1.1 trillion dollars, or potentially more than 20 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year. . . . It’s much
simpler than we’re being told. Maybe we’ve been listening to the wrong people. Which reminds me:
Corporations manufacturing in foreign countries? Don’t buy their stock. Why invest in them when they
don’t invest in you?”
— excerpt from “College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
Current Account Surpluses, Currently Industrial Nations (including three recent adversaries)
•
•
•

Germany: +$208.1 billion — #1 of 193 countries
China: +$170.8 billion — #2
Japan: +$84.7 billion — #5

Current Account Deficits, Formerly Industrial Nations (including two still trying to replace manufacturing
productivity with “financial innovation”)
•
•

United Kingdom: -$57.7 billion — #187
United States of America: -$487.2 billion — #193 of 193 countries

— figures from the CIA, The World Factbook
The Dow Jones industrial average just hit another record high.
This is very bad news to those of us who still appreciate the difference between wealth creation and wealth
transfer/surrender.

611.
Trade Report & Foul Noises
March 7, 2013
Appreciably more important than the Dow Jones industrial average, today's report on our real economy:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—January 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Seasonally Adjusted:
•

The trade deficit in goods and services increased 16.5% to $44.4 billion in January—up from $38.1
billion (revised) in December as imports increased and exports decreased.

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Our total goods deficit increased 33% to $61.8 billion in January—up from $46.5 billion (revised) in
December.
Our goods deficit with China went from $24.5 billion in December to $27.8 billion in January, led by
imports of footwear and apparel.
Our goods deficit with China represented 45% of our total goods deficit—this includes oil.
“Foods, feeds, & beverages” imports: $9.6 billion.

The Census Bureau officially notes that January's real dollar imports of foods, feeds, and beverages—$6.4
billion, seasonally adjusted, chained 2005 dollars—were the highest on record.
To paraphrase a phrase from my candidacy speech:
America's dependence on imported goods has given rise to the almost inconceivably absurd: Wall Street
multinationals make money by deepening the trade deficit that is destroying their best existing customers and
the entire U.S. economy.
The Dow just closed at a record 14,329.49.
Wealth transfer is good for our country—exactly how?

612.
Today’s Unemployment Report Observations
March 8, 2013
The 7.7% unemployment rate is just that: a ratio. American labor force participation hasn't been this low
since April 1983.
FRED Economic Data—February 2013—Not Seasonally Adjusted
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2
•
•
•
•

Not in Labor Force: up +232,000 from January 2013
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +61,000
Civilian Labor Force: down -67,000
Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate: 63.2%—down from 63.3%—and the lowest since the early
1980s

Bureau of Labor Statistics—February 2013—Not Seasonally Adjusted
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t17.htm
Total nonfarm jobs: up +959,000 from January 2013
•
•

Government: up +447,000
Private: up +512,000

Total goods-producing jobs: up +47,000 from January 2013. Selected categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil and gas extraction: up +300
Specialty trade contractors: up +17,700
Primary metals: down -2,900
Machinery: down -2,400
Computer and electronic products: down -300
Electronic instruments: up +1,500
Electrical equipment and appliances: down -2,700
Furniture and related products: up +2,900
Apparel: up +3,000
Petroleum and coal products: down -1,500
Chemicals: up +1,500
Plastics and rubber products: up +4,200

Total private service-providing jobs: up +465,000 from January 2013. Selected categories:
•

Retail trade: down -167,000

•
•
•
•
•

Information: up +65,000
Couriers and messengers: down -17,400
Financial activities: up +9,000
Leisure and hospitality: up +102,000
Scenic and sightseeing transportation: up +500

For more information:

613.
SGS Unemployment Rate Nearly Triple New Headline Rate
March 9, 2013
Shadow Government Statistics has weighed in. The SGS unemployment rate is holding at 23.0%—the
highest since the Great Depression of the 1930s and almost triple the U.S. Government's new headline rate of
7.7%.
www.ShadowStats.com No. 508 cautions:
•

Reflecting ongoing, seriously flawed reporting, neither the jobs gain nor the unemployment rate
decline was meaningful.

SGS includes our long-term (over one year) unemployed and discouraged workers in its calculations. You
will remember these Americans were legislated out of existence in 1994 by the Clinton administration—
reclassified as “Not in Labor Force.”
(Don't get me started.)
Look at what Bill Clinton did to his wife and daughter. Was it even remotely sane to believe he'd treat us
any better?
Our own President sold us out to foreign competitors and adversaries.
Look at Barack Obama's wealthy multinational backers. Is it even remotely sane to believe Obama doesn't
answer directly to them?
Our own President is selling us out to foreign competitors and adversaries.
Whereas any reasonably honest politician could put our country back to work faster than you can say:

614.
Perversely Funny Propaganda and Disinformation
March 9, 2013
Last weekend, I watched “60 Minutes” on CBS and wondered if “CBS” now means “Chinese Bull.” It was
pretty impressive: a slick, seductive “shared-values-&-common-vocabulary” sales pitch delivered by a rich,
attractive Chinese woman. I'm sure the Politburo scored big with this one. In fact, I know they did because I
heard about it from too many people who should have known better.
Here's an idea:
Every so often, using a computer you don't mind losing—with no sensitive, personal, or financial
information on it—take a look at the Chinese Communist Party “newspaper” People's Daily Online:
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn
Keep in mind that the Chinese Communist Party created the People's Liberation Army to create the People's
Republic of China. They are all three one and the same, but the Party came first—and still does.
People's Daily is a propaganda tool of the Chinese Communist Party. They tell us what they want us to
believe.
Now compare People's Daily with mainstream “American” media.
Notice how our media, increasingly, appear to be taking their cues from China—telling us what China wants
us to believe.
The CBS/CCP video can be seen here:
www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=50142078n
This article, too, is a riot:
“China calls on Japan, US, EU to avoid devaluation” to boost exports, warning this could hurt global
growth.
www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2013/03/08/china-calls-on-japan-us-eu-to-avoid-devaluation
Remember: this is all propaganda and disinformation.
Have fun, learn a lot, but don't get sucked in.
Teach your children.

615.
Progress Since Kent State
March 10, 2013
“Joseph Kelner, attorney who sued sitting Ohio governor over Kent State slayings, is dead at 98”
www.abajournal.com/news/article/joseph_kelner_attorney_who_sued_sitting_ohio_governor_over_kent_stat
e_slayi
Said Mr. Kelner in 1970:
•

“We, the older generation, have much to answer for. We have allowed our country to decay and
deteriorate. We were too permissive of our own government. We stood by passively while our
elected officials inched us into the bottomless pit of Vietnam. While our land, water, and air were
polluted and fouled for decades by profit-hungry industry, we were reticent and compliant, each of us
devoting our energies to the pursuit of happiness and material gain in the Horatio Alger tradition.
The college kids simply cannot see us spending hundreds of billions on Vietnams and ABMs while
our cities rot and people are hungry. They see our priorities aborted and our principles perverted to
favor a military-industrial complex. So they protest.”

In 1971, the United States of America began trading at a net loss:
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/historical
See also:
“60 Seconds From The Road #8”
See also:
We can do better than this. We must be better than this.

616.
“Ye are many—they are few.”
March 11, 2013
What will it take for Americans to take an interest in their own lives?
To-day, I'm hearing from too many people who send their money to foreign countries yet complain about
this one.
I think this is worth re-peating:
•

•
•
•
•

•

We could, with some awareness and leadership, achieve full employment, and bequeath to our
children a vibrant, prosperous, self-sustaining American economy, simply by producing more of what
we consume and exporting more than we import.
We can begin by motivating the most influential lobby in Washington: 300,000,000 American
consumers spending ten trillion dollars per year.
Our public officials and their multinational sponsors want that money.
They need us more than we need them, and we can beat them at their own game.
Three hundred million Americans buying fewer foreign-made products, and more American-made
products, investing less in multinational and foreign businesses, and more in American businesses,
means a new American future of opportunity, prosperity, and jobs.
Good jobs.

I think this is worth re-reading:
“Wells Fargo Typo Victim Dies in Court”
www.laweekly.com/2013-03-07/news/wells-fargo-typo-victim-dead-larry-delassus
•
•

The bank billed Larry Delassus $13,361 owed by his neighbor, then foreclosed.
As court documents obtained by L.A. Weekly show, after admitting its error, Wells Fargo foreclosed
on Delassus anyway and sold his condo.

Is this where we're headed?
You could be next.
At this rate, you will be next.

617.
Discrediting Disinformation
March 12, 2013
Fast forward past 1984 to 2013, when advanced civilizations don't make things. . .
“Made Poor by the Crisis: Millions of Europeans Require Red Cross Food Aid”
www.spiegel.de/international/europe/food-distribution-at-european-red-cross-at-greatest-level-since-war-a888182.html
•
•

Germany's relative economic strength has made it mostly immune to the rise in food need.
The International Federation of Red Cross has noted a rise in poverty in previously middle-class
families and individuals.

“The Euro is Not in Trouble; the People Are”
www.counterpunch.org/2012/08/16/the-euro-is-not-in-trouble-the-people-are
•

•

From Germany's export-driven industrial economy, German banks accumulated an enormous number
of euros. Rather than use these euros to increase the salaries of German workers, they invested in the
periphery of the Eurozone. This caused the housing bubble in Spain—huge speculation.
“The assistance is not to these countries in trouble (like Spain) but rather to our own banks who own
a lot of private debt in those countries.” — Peter Bofinger, economic advisor to the German
government

“Government Debt and Deficits Are Not the Problem. Private Debt Is.”
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/03/government-debt-and-deficits-are-not-the-problem-private-debt-is
•

•

Governments from the United States to Europe face a choice: to save the economy, or to save the
banks and bondholders from taking a loss by keeping the debt overhead in place and re-inflating real
estate prices to a level high enough to cover the debts attached to the property whose underwater
mortgages are weighing down the banking system.
Bank lobbyists have implanted a false memory and a false economic theory blaming hyperinflation
on deficit spending. The reality is that every hyperinflation in history has come from paying foreign
debts, not domestic debts.

“Homeland Security aims to buy 1.6 billion rounds of ammo”
www.denverpost.com/nationworld/ci_22594279/homeland-security-aims-buy-1-6-billion-rounds
•

It says it needs them—about the equivalent of five cartridges for every person in the U.S.—for law
enforcement agents in training and on duty.

•

“Strategic sourcing contracts” help the government get a low price for a big purchase, said a Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center spokeswoman.

“US tells China to halt cyberattacks, and in a first, lays out demands”
www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2013/0311/US-tells-China-to-halt-cyberattacks-and-in-a-firstlays-out-demands
•
•

Obama's national security adviser, Thomas Donilon, spelled out a more aggressive US stance on the
cyberattacks, saying China must recognize the problem, investigate it, and join in a dialogue.
More specifically, though, Donilon for the first time laid out specific expectations that, if not met,
could result in unspecified US action.

“Nobody Shouted Stop: Alleged Chinese Espionage Swept Under the Carpet”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/03/11/2380
•
•

Suppose a Russian affiliated with a key Russian aerospace agency had been employed by NASA [in
the 1980s]. Would the American press be so parsimonious with the truth? Probably not.
America has changed. It is weaker now.

. . . advanced civilizations do things on computers.
“Things.”

618.
Congress Should Reinstate the Draft
March 13, 2013

www.reuters.com/news/pictures/slideshow?articleId=USRTR3EVKW#a=3

“We will stand in each other's shoes. We will all risk our loved ones. If the cause is unjust, the war
unnecessary, we will inform our government with little hesitation. We will teach our children to settle their
differences, to guide the ships of state, with their children in mind. We will stop throwing away what took
over 200 years to build, and we will do our part to raise our children in peace.”

619.
Executive Pay; When the U.S. Was the World’s Top 1%
March 13, 2013
By now, you probably know the Swiss have voted to control executive pay. I think it's too soon to celebrate.
Palliatives and provocations from today's Spiegel:
“Inflated Salaries: Merkel Joins Battle Against Executive Pay”
www.spiegel.de/international/business/merkel-to-take-action-against-exorbitant-manager-salaries-ingermany-a-888332.html
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

For Chancellor Merkel, the move marks a U-turn, but with growing public discontent, she had little
choice.
In Switzerland, a referendum “against rip-off salaries” received a two-thirds majority, making
company shareholders, as opposed to the supervisory board, responsible for determining executive
pay.
The issue promises to be an important one this election year. All of Germany's major parties have
recently felt compelled to comment on the issue.
The poverty and wealth report released by the German government last week suggests that
[inequality] has reached disconcerting proportions.
American-style capitalism, driven by financial performance and shareholder value, increasingly took
hold in Germany.
How could [labor unions] credibly represent the interests of ordinary employees if they didn't rebel
against so many millions in executive compensation?
Business needs social and political acceptance, former Deutsche Bank CEO Josef Ackermann once
said. This acceptance is lost “when there is a feeling within the public that a few people are filling
their pockets to the detriment of the community.”
A number of changes have taken place, but it still isn't enough. Otherwise, Deutsche Bank wouldn't
be paying [$4.1] billion in bonuses to its executives for last year, when its net profit was a relatively
low [$861] million.
“The Swiss referendum has symbolic value, but the model is nonsense,” says Professor Margit
Osterloh, who advocates a fixed salary plus profit sharing for all employees. “Shareholders have no
sense of loyalty.”
Shareholders want to maximize their dividends. Some are merely interested in short-term gains in
the stock price, so that they can sell their shares at a profit. Many hedge funds, which own significant
stakes in publicly traded companies, couldn't care less whether an executive earns 1, 10, or 20 million
euros. And if a manager promises shareholders a quick profit of several hundred million, they'll
approve virtually any salary.
Neither the Swiss model (shareholders decide) nor the Brussels plans (bonuses are capped) can solve
the problem. It's time for the government to step in.
“Pay in excess of [$13] million becomes socially intolerable.”
A cap on salaries would not weaken German industry. There would be no exodus of capable
managers to other countries. Unlike the failed former Siemens CEO Klaus Kleinfeld, few executives

have gone to the United States, even though they stand to earn several times more there, especially in
the automotive industry.
It might be too soon to celebrate the Swiss referendum, but it's not too soon to take action here at home.
In our widespread post-WWII prosperity—before we “financialized” and commenced trading at ever-deeper
losses—the average “Top 3” executive's compensation was approximately 35 times the average worker's
wages.
In our widespread post-WWII prosperity, the U.S. was the world's Top 1%, so to speak, while the non-U.S.
world was the Bottom 99%.
What kind of “American” would want to “globalize” this away?

620.
Baby Steps (are all 300 million need)
March 14, 2013
It's all much simpler than we're being told. Why give up hope when we can:
1. Hang one Washington politician—by the neck until dead?
•

The rest will get the message.

2. Jail one Wall Street banker—in some really nasty prison?
•

The rest will get the message.

3. Preserve, protect, and defend one country?
•

The rest will get the message.

4. Support, protect, and defend one economy?
•

The rest will get the message.

5. Win one state for a non-partisan, non-lesser-of-evils presidential candidate?
•

The rest will get the message.

6. Help one American learn to stand and say “No”?
•

The rest will get the message.

7. Help one American learn to stand and say “Yes”?
•

The rest will get the message.

Help one person to remember what it felt like to discover:
“Hey, I can do this! They were wrong! I can do this!”
Even better:
Help one child to overcome self-doubt for the very first time.

621.
Yesterday’s Brush Fires and Today’s Sparks
March 15, 2013
Yesterday’s “Baby Steps (are all 300 million need)” is sparking some brush fires. Thank you.
Today’s fun:
From Gallup-Healthways:
“2012 State of Well-Being”
www.well-beingindex.com
•
•
•

#1 Ranked Large Community: Washington, DC
#2 Ranked Large Community: San Francisco
[Public? Servants? Living better than San Franciscans?]

From the Charleston Daily Mail:
“Businessman facing home foreclosure commits suicide”
www.dailymail.com/News/Kanawha/201303070085
•
•
•

Joe Tummons, 63, owned the Joe’s Mart convenience store in St. Albans. He did not have any
family in the area.
Police Captain James Agee said Joe Tummons had financial difficulties of late and knew that
officials were moving forward with foreclosure proceedings.
"He knew it was coming," Agee said.

From the U.S. Census Bureau:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•
•

2012 goods and services imports: $ 2,734,005,000,000
[What part of $2.7 trillion could we—should we—not be making and doing for ourselves?]
2012 goods imports from China: $ 425,643,600,000
[Note that China is a committed military and political adversary with a pattern of shipping “goods of
unexpected specifications.”]

From Reuters:

“More trade deals needed to create jobs: Obama”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/12/us-obama-trade-idUSBRE92B0N620130312
•

[There’s just no way I can improve on this title.]

From Greenwald and The Guardian:
“Obama’s secrecy fixation causing Sunshine Week implosion”
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/mar/14/obama-transparency-podesta-sunshine-week
•

[Be sure to watch the video.]

From Fingleton and Forbes:
“You Believed All Those Wall Street Journal Op-Eds? Now Read This”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/03/15/you-believed-all-those-wall-street-journal-op-eds-nowread-this
•
•

Toyota Motor’s Lexus IS 350 costs $50,037 in Japan, but a mere $40,220 in the United States. Why
does this matter? It is a smoking gun confirming what many acute observers have long alleged. . . .
What could possibly motivate Washington to sign yet another one-way free trade deal with Tokyo?

Once again, what we can do, so simply:
“Baby Steps (are all 300 million need)”
[FFC #620]
We're not helpless.

622.
Cypriots lose their bank deposits, Americans lose their xinyan
March 16, 2013
Insights, out of the mainstream, thus far:
“The Tragedy of Cyprus”
www.edmundconway.com/2013/03/the-tragedy-of-cyprus
•
•

•

The word from Brussels is that while depositors will get hit, the senior creditors who own bonds in
the banks will escape scot-free.
Given that this policy was not merely rubber-stamped but engineered by Eurozone finance ministers
and the IMF (indeed, the IMF wanted an even deeper cut of deposits), it sends a disquieting message
to anyone with deposits in a euro area bank.
Consider it: overnight . . . life savings, carefully saved up over decades, have been gouged, simply
because EU bureaucrats decided to protect hedge funds and the German surplus, and to teach
Russians a lesson.

“Dumb Americans”
www.seeingredinchina.com/2011/09/04/dumb-americans
•
•
•

•

“The Americans are dumb! They don’t have any idea how much we [Chinese] can do!”
Instead of shaping his values, America was this wonderful place filled with dumb people for him to
take advantage of! And he is by no means a singularity among Chinese living in America.
To many Chinese, Americans don’t have xin-yan (meaning, literally, eyes of the mind; or
figuratively, calculating, wily), they trust what you say, and they believe you are doing what you say
you are doing. For that, they are dumb.
Whenever I hear a fellow Chinese say or hint that the Chinese are “smart” and the Americans are
“simple,” I would quickly point out that . . . the Chinese “wisdom” they cherish so much and feel so
smart about is really just habits they have developed in a totalitarian, oppressive, and in many ways
odious society. It’s nothing but the mold that grows in a dark and wet place.

—
From a clean, well-lighted speech:
“The story of American manufacturing and trade is the story of a nation that forgot where it came from. The
United States were born in a trade war. The founders—men who pledged, in writing, their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor—saw no future in remaining a colony of England, then the world’s
manufacturing powerhouse. Americans, through protectionism—that is, through the Constitution and trade
regulations written to protect American manufacturing, American citizens, and American children—through

protectionism—economic patriotism—we built the strongest economy, with the most opportunity, for the
greatest number of people, in all of human history. Now, it’s being lost, as if our goal is to become, once
again, the colony of a foreign industrial giant—this time, a clever, cruel, unscrupulous giant that does not
share our language, history, or values. Yet we continue to tolerate public officials who fail to meet the
fundamental job requirement: that they are capable of recognizing the difference between a friend and an
enemy.”

623.
Macropurposelessness
March 18, 2013
“Abandon all hope, ye who enter here.” — Inferno
If I may:
Hell is not the absence of hope.
Hell is lack of purpose.
We've all seen this on the individual level, but societal purposelessness is relatively new in the United States.
America's purpose is opportunity.
No opportunity, no America.
Not here.

624.
Does “Multinational Corporatocracy” Sound Funny?
March 18, 2013
“Insured” bank deposits are being confiscated—for multinational corporations. “Free trade” agreements are
being written to hold American taxpayers responsible for shortfalls in “reasonable expectations of profit”—
for multinational corporations.
Meanwhile, we sophisticated thinkers argue as if there's some difference between the multinationals’ two
parties, as if their wedge issues are somehow more important than our country’s ability to earn a living.
Naturally, we use our votes to support the multinationals’ candidates. Then we use our money to support the
multinationals’ offshore operations—typically on enemy soil. And then we complain.
Naturally, we teach our children to do the same.
If you have the stomach for more:
“America’s Dirtiest Coal Company”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-03-17/america-s-dirtiest-coal-company.html
•

•

•
•

This company, designed to fail, is almost certainly the only five-year-old company on Earth with
three times as many retirees as employees, 90% of whom never worked for the company. And fail it
did, declaring bankruptcy last summer.
Patriot’s deceit is indefensible even if you’re a laissez-faire purist. It makes nonsense of accounting
to socialize the risks of coal mining by tossing miners on the mercy of Medicaid. It’s also completely
unfair to any of Patriot’s competitors willing to honor their obligations.
Bankruptcy advisers billed $2,635 for a single dinner.
The company is now seeking court permission to hand out $6 million in bonuses to executives.

“Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.”

625.
Put on your boots, the Trade Negotiator is in town
March 19, 2013
This is so insulting:
Last week, to further the free trade agenda of our politicians and their multinational sponsors, the Office of
the United States Trade Representative published:
“One Year Later, U.S.-Korea Trade Agreement Supports Growth in U.S. Manufacturing, Farm, Services
Exports”
www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/press-releases/2013/march/korus-supports-growth
and
“Fact Sheet: U.S.-Korea Agreement Bringing Benefits Home”
www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/fact-sheets/2013/march/us-korea-agreement-bringing-benefits
Note that in almost 900 words of globalist trade propaganda:
•
•

The words “import” and “imports” are never mentioned—not once.
The word “exports” appears 32 times.

Take a look at what's happened to U.S.-Korea trade since this one-way agreement took effect on March 15,
2012. According to the U.S. Government's own figures:
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5800.html
Even more staggering is Ben Beachy's exposé in Public Citizen—
“Don't Be Fooled by Data Tricks: The Case of the Dueling Korea FTA Press Releases”
www.citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/03/dont-be-fooled-by-data-tricks-the-case-of-the-dueling-koreafta-press-releases.html
—in which he describes the “export-chilling, deficit-expanding, job-eroding track record of the Korea Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) on the first anniversary of its implementation.” He then sets the record straight and
shows us what our U.S. Trade Representative is made of.
Still, the multinationals that control our politicians want more trade agreements, and they'll say anything to
get what they want.
It's our choice to believe them or not—no matter who gets in the way.

626.
“China’s dependence on foreign products puts it at great
risk.”
March 19, 2013
Interesting, from The Economic Observer:
“Cyber Security: A View from China”
[Chinese website. Browse at your own risk.]
•
•
•

•
•

•

China must face up to the reality of just how much of its IT infrastructure in key fields such as
finance, energy, and telecommunications relies on foreign technology.
Data centers at China's four major state-owned banks, and many city commercial banks, depend on
equipment from the U.S.-based Cisco Systems.
“In the event of a conflict, Cisco's equipment could play a significant role. If we're classified as an
enemy country like Iran is and are attacked, when encountering a flame virus like Stuxnet [a
computer worm believed to have been created by the U.S. and Israel to attack Iran's nuclear facilities]
the country's electrical grid and entire economy could be paralyzed.” — Cui Guangyao, executive
editor of China Information Security
“The importance of security in the electronic information field cannot be measured by GDP.” — Ni
Guangnan, Chinese Academy of Science
Network infrastructure is often used in key areas related to the national economy, people's livelihood,
and national security. Therefore, the U.S. would opt for home-grown technology rather than use
equipment produced by Huawei.
China needs to become more independent.

According to Du Yuejin, Director of the Institute of National Network Information Security Technology
Research:
“China's dependence on foreign products puts it at great risk.”

627.
“Won’t Read” isn’t any smarter than “Can’t Read”
March 20, 2013
“On 10th Anniversary, [42]% in U.S. [Do Not] See Iraq War as Mistake”
www.gallup.com/poll/161399/10th-anniversary-iraq-war-mistake.aspx
•
•
•
•

Americans age 18 to 29 who say the Iraq War was not a mistake: 48%
Americans age 65 and older who say the Iraq War was not a mistake: 36%
Americans age 18 to 29 who say the Vietnam War was not a mistake: 51%
Americans age 65 and older who say the Vietnam War was not a mistake: 23%

“The novel resurgence of independent bookstores”
www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2013/0317/The-novel-resurgence-of-independent-bookstores
•
•

•
•

Sales at independent bookstores rose about 8% in 2012 over 2011.
Owners credit the increases to everything from the shuttering of Borders to the rise of the “buy local”
movement to a get-'er-done outlook among the indies that would shame Larry the Cable Guy. If they
have to sell cheesecake or run a summer camp to survive, add it to the to-do list.
The buy local movement has grown steadily over the past five years. Independent bookstores are
what urbanists call “third places” that add to a community's sense of identity.
Like farmers' markets, some customers come for the atmosphere, not the prices.

“James Goodale: It’s a bad time for press freedoms”
www.cjr.org/critical_eye/qa_with_goodale_obama_press_fr.php
•
•
•

•

Goodale, chief counsel to The New York Times when its editors published the Pentagon Papers in
1971, argues that President Obama is worse for press freedoms than President Richard Nixon was.
If McCain or Romney were president, “we'd be screaming and yelling and the journalists would be
going crazy. And that doesn't speak well of journalists.”
“My conclusion is that not one claim has—after 40-plus years—ever been proved to damage national
security, and one of the most ridiculous claims was that the Papers broke the [communications
intelligence] codes, even though the government knew very well that it had not.”
“When you pull it apart, it's baloney. And the president of the United States held the country in the
palm of his hand saying the world's coming to an end, and it was all baloney.”

“Snyder’s Coup”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/03/20/snyders-coup

•
•

•

•
•

On March 28, Detroit will become the first city in the United States to have its democratically elected
government replaced by a financial dictator, Washington, DC attorney Kevyn Orr.
Governor Snyder's primary constituents are businessmen, Wall Street speculators, and bondholders.
Accordingly, Detroit's red ink will be shunted onto working people via pay cuts, high unemployment,
and reduced social services even though they are in no way responsible for Detroit's $300 million
budget deficits.
The Eurozone followed the same basic script when they installed their “technocrats” in Athens and
Rome in the early rounds of the EU debt crisis. These faux prime ministers executed a wellrehearsed looting operation that thrust the continent into severe recession.
Wall Street and the media have been overwhelmingly supportive of Snyder's move to suspend
democracy in the name of fiscal consolidation.
Financial elites don't really care whether the appearance of democracy is maintained or not. What
matters is the continued upward distribution of wealth.

“IMF chief’s home searched in corruption probe”
www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2013/03/2013320134833817479.html
•

“After what happened with the former IMF chief, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, I think a second French
IMF head being involved with some kind of scandal will be devastating for France's image
worldwide,” said a French journalist.

“TPP: Good for Japan, bad for America”
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/03/19/tpp_good_for_japan_bad_for_america
•
•
•
•
•

Here's the crazy thing: in principle, Abe and his party don't actually need a TPP negotiation. . . .
TPP as presently structured holds the promise of many good things for Japan but will almost surely
result in a further increase of the U.S. trade deficit and a net loss of U.S. jobs.
Practices and policies like currency manipulation, investment subsidies, administrative guidance, and
cartel arrangements that cause the main distortions to trade are not even on the agenda.
TPP will make the easy-to-penetrate U.S. market a bit easier to penetrate and will essentially bless
the currency manipulation that the export-led economies use to beggar their neighbors.
American consumers may benefit from some price reductions but this will be outweighed by the loss
of jobs and downward pressure on wages exacerbated by a larger trade deficit.

“Momentum builds for fast track trade legislation”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/19/us-usa-congress-trade-idUSBRE92I0QW20130319
•
•

•
•

Acting U.S. Trade Representative Demetrios Marantis said the administration was prepared to work
with lawmakers to pass the bill known as “trade promotion authority.”
The White House needs the bill now because it hopes to finish talks on the proposed “Trans-Pacific
Partnership” trade deal with 10 other countries by year end. It also plans to launch free trade
negotiations with the 27-nation European Union in coming months.
Trade promotion authority is also known as “fast track” trade legislation because it allows the White
House to submit trade deals to Congress for straight up or down votes without any amendments.
It is considered essential to assuring other countries that any deal they reach with U.S. trade
negotiators won't be picked apart by lawmakers during the approval process.

628.
32 Disinterested Warnings of a Parting President
March 20, 2013
These will be offered to you with . . . freedom, as you can only see in them the disinterested warnings of a
parting friend, who can possibly have no personal motive. — Geo. Washington

1.
Unity . . . is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence [and] prosperity.
2.
Much pains will be taken, many artifices employed to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth.
3.
You should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your collective and individual
happiness . . . indignantly frowning upon . . . every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the
rest.
4.
Designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views.
5.
They serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force.
6.
In the place of the delegated will of the nation [they put] the will of a party, often a small but artful and
enterprising minority of the community.
7.
According to the alternate triumphs of different parties, [they] make the public administration the mirror of
the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome
plans digested by common counsels and modified by mutual interests.
8.

Cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp
for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to
unjust dominion.
9.
The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural to party
dissention . . . is itself a frightful despotism.
10.
The common & continual mischiefs of the spirit of Party are sufficient to make it the interest and the duty of
a wise People to discourage and restrain it.
11.
It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration.
12.
It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part
against another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection.
13.
It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a facilitated access to the government itself
through the channels of party passions.
14.
Thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.
15.
Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In
proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion
should be enlightened.
16.
As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to
use it as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace . . . not ungenerously
throwing upon posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear.
17.
It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the
magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence.
18.

Who can doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any
temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it?
19.
Can it be that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue?
20.
The nation which indulges towards another a habitual hatred or a habitual fondness is . . . a slave to its
animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest.
21.
The government sometimes . . . makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostility
instigated by pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps
the liberty, of nations, has been the victim.
22.
A passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils [and] betrays the former into a
participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter.
23.
It gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation), facility to
betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country . . . sometimes even with popularity.
24.
As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly
enlightened and independent patriot.
25.
Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of
a free people ought to be constantly awake.
26.
History and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican
government.
27.
Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of [a foreign nation] are liable to become suspected and odious,
while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their interests.
28.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have
with them as little political connection as possible.
29.
Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any [foreign
nation], entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of [foreign] ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or
caprice?
30.
It is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another.
31.
It must pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it may accept.
32.
There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an
illusion, which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.

— from George Washington’s Farewell Address, 1796

629.
Are you havin’ any fun?
March 21, 2013
I was lucky, when I was a kid, to have a lot of old timers who weren't trying to spoil my fun take an interest
in me. One encouraged me to broad education, against my better judgment, because “the more you know,
the more you enjoy.” I think he was right. Anyway, I hope my younger readers never get the impression I'm
trying to spoil their fun.
I worry, of course, that more than half their demographic thinks the Vietnam War was a good idea; but
mostly I worry about their high expectations and lack of supporting wherewithal.
Are you havin’ any fun?
In a forest this cold, clear morning, the woodpeckers, blue jays, and chickadees reminded me not to risk a
world without their music. My mother (whom you've met through my essays) and grandmother (who looked
a lot like George Washington) both claimed to take advice from little birds. When I was young, I thought
they were joking.
George Washington (who looked a lot like my Grandma Katy) told us to:
•

“Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of
knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is
essential that public opinion should be enlightened.”

I'm sure that if George were alive today, he'd say something about the nature of public opinion giving force
to the multinational corporations that shape it. I remember my Grandma Katy had this one pretty well
figured out.
The anti-free trade lobby is (again) wasting (valuable) time chattering about currency manipulation without
considering—or acknowledging—who, exactly, benefits from the high dollar.
And the outraged commentariat doesn't seem to understand—or acknowledge—that what's happening in
Cyprus has already happened in the United States. The “banks”—ahem—have confiscated our deposits.
Cyprus and the U.S. occupy different points on the timeline—present and future—this is all.
Are you havin’ any fun?

630.
U.S. Children Ask Parents to Reevaluate “Lesser-of-Evils”
Voting Strategy
March 21, 2013

www.clowncrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Representative-Democracy.jpg

631.
If you take after your grandparents, you wouldn’t be here.
March 23, 2013
Sorry, I couldn't resist being a little mischievous with my title.
A recent conversation with a group of people all trying hard to be right reminded me:
“I would not abandon my purpose. I would not be here today if previous generations had abandoned theirs.”
In retrospect, I think I should have added to the conversation:
“If your grandparents were anything like you, you wouldn't be here.”
So, yeah, we're a lot like the people who made us possible.
Just not in the important ways.

632.
Transparency Begins at Home
March 25, 2013
I was just needling the proprietor of a high-profile blog about his/her anonymity. In return, he/she asked
what was more important: what's said or who says it?
Interesting question, especially when you consider what e-mailers get away with these days simply by
“attributing” words to Andy Rooney, George Carlin, or a Founding Father.
I know that with some people, I can think of something clever, say it, and wind up in a fight—or I can
attribute my words to someone famous, and dead, and enhance my own reputation.
Of course, this doesn't really answer the anonymous blogger's question, to which I'll contend: “Both.”
There are some anonymous blogs—notably economics related—that don't have treasonous agendas, but they
necessarily limit their own effectiveness by withholding credibility. And when they criticize others for lack
of transparency—well this is almost funny.
A high school friend's father named his corporation after himself because, as he explained it, “the same
competitors keep going broke and popping up with new names.”
In this age of digital dehumanization, we all need to work a little harder to preserve the best of what was
once associated with our species.
It's easier for me to get behind people if I know who they are—if I know who, exactly, is behind their advice
and their ideas.
Come to think of it, why not put the CEO's name on every credit card, every bill, every foreclosure notice?
Every bomb and every drone should carry the signature of our President—along with the names of people his
weapons represent.
In my plan, the President of the United States would not cower behind bullet-proof glass.

633.
Worth Taking Seriously
March 25, 2013
Worth a tattoo:
“I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat.” — Winston Churchill on May 13, 1940
Worth a motivational poster:
“I have nothing to offer but smoke, mirrors, bread and circuses.” — Barack Obama on April 1, 2013
Worth boiling over over:
“Memo to the President and First Lady: Channel Eleanor Roosevelt Not the One Percent”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/03/memo-to-the-president-and-first-lady-channel-eleanor-roosevelt-notthe-one-percent
•
•
•

First Lady Michelle Obama adorns the current issue of Vogue wearing designer clothes costing more
than it would take to feed a family of 4 for a year.
This comes on the heels of the First Lady's appearance in another designer gown (silver custombeaded tulle by Naeem Khan) to present the “Best Picture” award at the Oscars.
Vogue hits the newsstands in the same month the Coalition for the Homeless is reporting more than
21,000 homeless children in New York City—an increase of 22% over last year in the greatest
homeless crisis since the Great Depression.

We saw some glamour propaganda in the 1930s—but from Hollywood, not Washington. Their hybrids are
dangerous.
Worth pondering until nothing could make more sense:
“When the Way does not prevail in your State and you are wealthy and in an honorable position, be ashamed
of yourself.” — Confucius, Analects
Worth your support:

634.
Come Here to Learn What You’ve Always Known
March 26, 2013
Multinational corporations get their power from us. Let's stop. Anyone who tells you different is trying to
sell you something.
The following headline would be hilarious if. . . . OK, it's pretty hilarious. Check out this celebrity/expert
Lawrence's links to Brookings, Clinton, CFR, Federal Reserve, Harvard, OECD, Peterson, South Africa,
Summers, UN, World Bank, WTO—for my tastes, a few too many enemies of our real economy who (I'll
stick my neck out and say) don't care enough about you or your family.
“Robert Z. Lawrence: ‘A really healthy U.S. economy . . . will have a bigger trade deficit’”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/03/25/robert-z-lawrence-a-really-healthy-u-seconomywill-have-a-bigger-trade-deficit
Predictably, the article is too absurd to defend its headline. I can't even bullet point this thing, so I'll leave it
at congratulating the WaPo editor who helped Lawrence hang himself.
This next piece is a jewel, a joy, a just-in-time:
“How the Mid-Victorians Worked, Ate and Died”
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2672390
Abstract: Analysis of the mid-Victorian period in the U.K. reveals that life expectancy at age 5 was as good
or better than exists today, and the incidence of degenerative disease was 10% of ours. Their levels of
physical activity and hence calorific intakes were approximately twice ours. They had relatively little access
to alcohol and tobacco; and due to their correspondingly high intake of fruits, whole grains, oily fish and
vegetables, they consumed levels of micro- and phytonutrients at approximately ten times the levels
considered normal today. This paper relates the nutritional status of the mid-Victorians to their freedom
from degenerative disease, and extrapolates recommendations for the cost-effective improvement of public
health today.
•

•
•
•

Within two generations . . . male health nationally had deteriorated to such an extent that in 1900,
five out of 10 young men volunteering for the second Boer War had to be rejected because they were
so undernourished.
They were not starved, but had been consuming the wrong foods.
In 1904, as a direct result of the Boer disaster, the government set up the Committee on Physical
Deterioration.
Medical advances allied to the pharmaceutical industry's output have done little more than change the
manner of our dying.

•

The vast edifice of twentieth century healthcare has not enabled us to live longer but has . . . merely
supplied methods of suppressing the symptoms of degenerative diseases which have emerged due to
our failure to maintain mid-Victorian nutritional standards.

Come here to learn what you've always known:

635.
First Ladies Economies First
March 27, 2013
Compare.
From today's Global Times:
“First lady helping build faith in Chinese brands”
[Chinese website. Browse at your own risk.]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chinese first lady Peng Liyuan has promoted China's clothing industry to an amazing degree.
Peng, as the first lady, wears domestic brands and walks on a global stage, bringing the potential of
Chinese brands to the forefront.
These positive sentiments are likely to spread to other industries, making it a turning point in terms of
brand-building in China's manufacturing industry.
But as most of China's upper class drive foreign brand cars, the prospects of domestic brands still
aren't promising.
In a broader sense, Chinese people's confidence in their culture, including politics, is more or less
related with their confidence in domestic brands.
Social elites should contribute to promoting China's brand-building efforts. Many of them are first
followers of foreign brands.
Now they should dispense with their adoration of foreign brands earlier than ordinary people.
Chinese, especially elites, should feel ashamed when they look at how Japanese and South Koreans
support their own brands.
China's first lady has brought awareness from Chinese society toward its own brands.
To some point, China's modernization is also a process in which we should no longer feel inferior
toward our own brands and culture.

Contrast.

636.
Eating Apples with a Jackknife
March 28, 2013
I usually envied my grandfather having been born in the nineteenth century. I say “usually” because I can
still remember times—painful times—my grandfather was relegated irrelevant, with too generous a railroad
pension. They were surprisingly conformist, the 1960s and ’70s, and my grandfather could get crossways
with folks simply by telling them not everything had improved since he was a young rover: tobacco
companies were putting chemicals in cigarettes to make them more addictive, brewers were putting
chemicals in beer to make it more profitable, and American voters would someday regret putting actors in
public office.
History vindicates too late too often, and though it was funny to hear my grandfather quote from Pravda—
necessarily provoking my grandmother—it embarrasses me to have questioned his politics. I once let slip
the word “communist” without understanding that my grandfather—who raised four bourgeois Republicans
and two defense contractors—was everything but. He only wanted his country to live up to its promise, and
he knew that sometimes this requires another country's propaganda.
Earlier this week, I logged on to Pravda, imagining the old patriot reading over my shoulder, and I came
across the goofiest headline:
“U.S. system grows necrophilic psychopaths”
As it turned out, the article was terribly accurate, based on some terribly underreported recent crimes in
Illinois. However lurid the tales, however, they're best told when they best serve the corporate media state.
The Russian communist account would offend the corporatocracy:
•
•
•
•
•
•

America is America: police are looking for racist motives in the murders of two black men.
The smart U.S. government turns American students into pharmacological zombies, trying to take
guns away from adults. . . .
It is very comfortable for teachers when children do not run around screaming and shouting. They
prefer them sitting down, staring ahead into nowhere and doing what teachers tell them to do.
Americans consume large amounts of chemical food, which is also a part of the pharmacological
industry.
The agency, which deals directly with the issues of changes among the population, is called the Food
and Drug Administration, which obviously means that food and drug is one and the same thing.
It is believed in America that about 20% of U.S. prison inmates are mentally ill. However . . . they
serve as a valuable labor resource in the American prison economy.

I'm not suggesting everyone—or anyone, necessarily—read Pravda, just that we can learn a lot from people
who aren't telling us what we want to hear, people who aren't trying to make a buck on what they tell us.
Tuesday, I sent you an amazing report on the relative health and longevity of mid-Victorian English. Here's
the PDF:

www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2672390/pdf/ijerph-06-01235.pdf
Reading it made me wish I was born in 1850—but then what country would I rescue?
Today, as I trudge along in the shadow of today's news, I'm thinking my grandfather would say we'll
someday regret accepting the crumbs of what passes for “progress” while the multinational corporations and
banks keep a firm grasp on our money.
My grandfather kept a jar of lemon drops on the table next to his chair, and he ate apples with a pocketknife.

637.
This world is such a great and a funny place to be. . . .
March 29, 2013
Hudson:
“Public Banking Needed to Stop ‘Cannibalization’ of the Economy”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=9881
•

•

•

•

So today you have 80 percent of bank loans in America and England and Scandinavia are all loans
for real estate. So essentially the function of the financial sector has been simply to load down the
economy with debt without helping the economy grow.
Suppose the government ran a bank. It would make loans for long-term purposes to serve the
economy and help the economy grow, which is what governments are supposed to do. That's not
what banks are supposed to do. Banks are supposed to make money, and unfortunately they can
make money most easily, as you point out, by being parasitic, not by being productive.
If the government would have taken over Citibank, it would not have . . . used its depositors' money
and borrowed money to gamble with. It wouldn't have done casino capitalism. It wouldn't have
played the derivatives market. It wouldn't have made corporate takeover loans.
Imagine how different it would have been if the government would have taken over . . . the big banks
and said, okay, we're going to make loans now and extend credit to our own economy to build
bridges and roads—like they do in China, for instance. And we don't have to charge interest. We're
providing the credit for it. We don't have to pay executive salaries. We don't have to make finance
into the ripoff system it's become.

Nader:
“How Big Corporations Are Unpatriotic”
www.nader.org/2013/03/28/how-big-corporations-are-unpatriotic
•
•
•
•

Telling by their behavior, these big companies think patriotism toward the country where they were
created and prospered is for chumps.
Did you know that about 80 percent of the ingredients in medicines Americans now take come from
China and India where visits by FDA inspectors are infrequent and inadequate?
Absence of patriotism has exposed our country to dependency on foreign suppliers for crucial
medicines, and these foreign suppliers may not be so friendly in the future.
Corporate bosses can't say they're just keeping up with the competition; they muscled through the
trade system that pulls down on our country's relatively higher labor, consumer and environmental
standards.

Guthrie:

•
•
•
•

My brothers and my sisters are stranded on this road.
A hot and dusty road that a million feet have trod.
Rich man took my home and he drove me from my door.
And I ain't got no home in this world anymore.

638.
A Secret Shared By Two
March 29, 2013
“I loved your piece about [such-and-such]. I understood it perfectly, but I'm afraid it's over most people's
heads.”
I'll let you in on a secret: Everybody says this. OK, I'm exaggerating a little—but just a little and I wish I
had a nickel for every time I've heard the same or similar.
The lesson is clear—no? Still, I wonder which is more fun: knowing more than the next guy, less than the
next guy, or talking with the next guy?
Teacher friends tell me their students know their government is lying to them, that things are not getting
better. These same young students are prepared to take matters into their own hands, say my teacher friends.
A recent Gallup poll suggests their parents might not be far behind:
“U.S. Economic Confidence Heads Back Down”
www.gallup.com/poll/161492/economic-confidence-heads-back-down.aspx
•
•

Americans continue to assess current economic conditions more negatively than positively, with 18%
saying they are excellent or good and 37% rating them as poor.
And Americans still are more pessimistic than optimistic about where the economy is headed: 54%
say it is getting worse and 42% say it is getting better.

At any given moment, thousands of people all across America are having the very same responsible
discussions—and they think they're alone.
They—we—just haven't connected with one another.
Yet.

639.
Thought provokers from sources I’ve known to be reliable—
at least relatively so.
March 30, 2013
Thought provokers from sources I've known to be reliable—at least relatively so. If they screw this up, I
won't quote them again.
“How Bush won the war in Iraq—really!”
www.gregpalast.com/how-george-bush-won-the-war-in-iraq-really
•

•

Within days, our chief of investigations . . . delivered to my shack in the woods outside New York a
323-page, three-volume program for Iraq's oil crafted by George Bush's State Department and
petroleum insiders meeting secretly in Houston, Texas.
As we mark the tenth anniversary of the invasion this month, we also mark the fifth year of crude at
$100 a barrel.

“Agency of Fear”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/03/29/agency-of-fear
•

•

This is the sixth case where the FBI has invented a bomb plot aimed at snagging hapless, often
alienated individuals who were not terrorists until they were enticed into joining the agency's own
conspiracy.
The point is fear. The government needs to keep the public in a state of terror anxiety in order to
justify its own ever-encroaching powers.

“U.S. Border Patrol Uniforms Manufactured in Mexico”
www.cnsnews.com/news/article/us-border-patrol-uniforms-manufactured-mexico
•
•

In fact, United States obligations under International Agreements require that the Agency accept
items manufactured in Mexico.
There are . . . national security concerns. Uniforms have a greater potential of being stolen in Mexico
where it is more difficult to provide oversight of factories and cargo.

“Why Is Socialism Doing So Darn Well in Deep-Red North Dakota?”
www.alternet.org/corporate-accountability-and-workplace/why-socialism-doing-so-darn-well-deep-rednorth-dakota
•

North Dakota's thriving state bank makes a mockery of Wall Street's casino banking system—and
that's why financial elites want to crush it.

•
•

Collectively, more public banks would pose an enormous threat to the $1 trillion in state and local
bank deposits that now run through Wall Street.
Depending on the final language [of the Trans-Pacific Partnership], it is possible that the activities of
the Bank of North Dakota could be ruled illegal.

“Hooked on junk: How does the processed food industry make products more addictive?”
www.stream.aljazeera.com/story/201303280032-0022642
•
•

[Cue the video to 9:45 and listen for a minute. You'll be hooked.]
[This video will make everything better.]

For a healthy dessert, you can Google “drone sighting JFK LiveATC”—before it's all gone.

640.
April Foolish Questions
April 1, 2013
My April Foolish Questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If everyone were like me, would the U.S. be a better place or a worse place?
Would I have been born if previous generations cared less about the future than I do right now?
Will a service or knowledge industry worker ever be replaced by software?
Why aren't high-income professionals—doctors, lawyers, professors, politicians, economists,
bankers, etc.—subject to free trade agreements and offshore outsourcing?
Do cyber criminals manufacture and sell the best computers and electronics?
What kind of person sees what needs to be done and doesn't do it?
Is it better to be right or be happy?

Sorry for all the questions. I don't have the money to brainwash anybody.

641.
The Operative Word in “Death Grip”
April 2, 2013
Took every dollar we had . . .
“Why Walmart’s Death Grip on Our Food System Is Intensifying Poverty”
www.ilsr.org/walmarts-death-grip-food-system-intensifying-poverty
www.ilsr.org/infographic-walmart-food
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Nationally, the retailer's share of the grocery market now stands at 25 percent. That's up from 4
percent just 16 years ago.
Walmart's tightening grip on the food system is unprecedented in U.S. history. Even A&P . . .
accounted for only about 12 percent of grocery sales at its height in the 1940s. Its market share was
kept in check in part by the federal government, which won an antitrust case against A&P in 1946.
The contrast to today's casual acceptance of Walmart's market power could not be more stark.
The real effect of Walmart's takeover of our food system has been to intensify the rural and urban
poverty that drives unhealthy food choices. Poverty has a strong negative effect on diet, regardless of
whether there is a grocery store in the neighborhood or not, a major 15-year study . . . in the Archives
of Internal Medicine found.
Like Midas in reverse, Walmart extracts wealth and pushes down incomes in every community it
touches, from the rural areas that produce food for its shelves to the neighborhoods that host its
stores. Walmart has made it harder for farmers and food workers to earn a living.
Walmart, which defines “local” as grown in the same state, has increased its sales of local produce
mainly by relying on large industrial growers.
Grocery prices have been rising. There are multiple reasons for this, but corporate concentration is at
least partly to blame. For most foods, the spread between what consumers pay and how much
farmers receive has been widening. Food processors and big retailers are pocketing the difference.
Even as Walmart touts lower prices than its competitors, the company's reorganization of our food
system has had the effect of raising grocery prices overall.
A study published in 2008 in the Journal of Urban Economics examined about 3,000 Walmart store
openings nationally and found that each store caused a net decline of about 150 jobs (as competing
retailers downsized and closed) and lowered total wages paid to retail workers.
Other research . . . has found that when locally owned businesses are replaced by big-box stores,
dollars that once circulated in the community, supporting other businesses and jobs, instead leak out.
Social Science Quarterly . . . cut straight to the bottom line: neighborhoods where Walmart opens end
up with higher poverty rates and more food-stamp usage than places where the retailer does not
expand.

. . . and loaned us money for more. Who are we doing this for?

642.
Walmart Follow-Up; Obama Dream Dies Hard
April 2, 2013
Lots of people liked my last e-mail about Walmart—too many, I'm afraid. I inadvertently abetted the twoparty/one-pocket system by invoking a scapegoat.
I apologize. And I should have known better than to let my readers off the hook.
I can't support Walmart (patriotically) so I don't support Walmart (financially). If every American were so
congruently selfish, there would be no Walmart.
Corporations, however we complain or construe, are in business for one reason. We don't support
corporations by purchasing their goods and services so that the corporations will protect us from our
government.
It is, however, and it will be remembered, our government's responsibility to protect us from the
corporations, etc.—which is why we purchase our government's goods and services.
A la recherche:
“Obama’s Real Political Program: Vague talk about the middle class, and plenty for big business”
www.harpers.org/blog/2013/03/obamas-real-political-program
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

As a student of propaganda and politics, I can't help but remark on how effective Obama has been at
muzzling criticism, or even intelligent analysis, from the liberals who should be revolting against
him.
The Obama dream dies hard.
If Obama ever had a “philosophy,” it's about power sharing—that is, sharing parts of his plastic
personality with the powers that be—from the Daley brothers in Chicago who advanced his career, to
the bankers and hedge-fund managers who financed his campaigns, to the lobbyists and party barons
in Washington who write his legislative proposals.
Never has a leading American Democrat (including the dean of “New Democrats,” Bill Clinton) done
less to promote “activist government” in support of less-privileged people while getting so much
undeserved attention for “trying” to help them.
Lately, besides talking up “deficit reduction” and creating a “thriving middle class,” Obama is
pushing an even more ambitious and destructive “free trade” agenda certain to weaken the middle
class even more.
This means we will no doubt see lovely bipartisan cooperation between the two enemy parties when
there's real money on the table for their big donors.
Preposterous though it may seem, Republican leaders in Congress, despite their simple-minded
obsession with spending cuts, come off like straight shooters by comparison with Obama.

No money will be refunded to anyone who bought the “socialist” stories.

643.
Global Economy? What’s that got to do with us?
April 3, 2013
Your central banks (and complicit media) at work:
In Cyprus, deposits are confiscated after being deposited. In the United States, deposits are confiscated
before being deposited.
Weakened manufacturing sets new records:
“Euro area unemployment rate at 12.0%”
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-02042013-AP/EN/3-02042013-AP-EN.PDF
•
•

EA17 unemployment rate, February 2013: 12.0%—up from 10.9% in February 2012
EU27 number of unemployed, February 2013: 26,338,000—up from 24,533,000 in February 2012

In theory, we're all in this together:
“Diagnosis: Human”
www.nytimes.com/2013/04/03/opinion/diagnosis-human.html
•
•

•

Ours is an age in which the airwaves and media are one large drug emporium that claims to fix
everything from sleep to sex. I fear that being human is itself fast becoming a condition.
Challenge and hardship have become pathologized and monetized. Instead of enhancing our coping
skills, we undermine them and seek shortcuts where there are none, eroding the resilience upon which
each of us, at some point in our lives, must rely.
Diagnosing grief as a part of depression runs the very real risk of delegitimizing that which is most
human—the bonds of our love and attachment to one another.

U.S. unemployment figures will be released on Friday.

644.
Corporate Media, Citizen Media; Fun, Fun, Fun
April 4, 2013
The reader is reminded of the wealth transferred by foreign vacations. Instead, why not visit all 50 states—
before they all look alike?
“Malia Obama’s Trip to Mexico: $115,500.87”
www.judicialwatch.org/press-room/press-releases/judicial-watch-releases-records-detailing-governmentfunds-expended-on-first-daughter-malia-obamas-spring-break-trip-to-mexico
•

•

According to the records, obtained from the U.S. Secret Service as a result of a Judicial Watch
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) lawsuit filed on September 20, 2012, the total [taxpayer] cost of
the [Spring Break] trip amounted to $115,500.87.
Judicial Watch v. U.S. Secret Service: www.scribd.com/doc/115795781/JW-v-Secret-ServiceSTAMPED-Complaint

Black Americans are reminded they risk being saddled with Barack Obama for the rest of their lives.
Rich, White, Wall Street multinationals who put Barack Obama in public office are reminded they risk.

645.
A Modest Proposal
April 5, 2013
But, as to my self, having been wearied out for many years with offering vain, idle, visionary thoughts, and
at length utterly despairing of success. . . .
www.gutenberg.org/files/1080/1080-h/1080-h.htm
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in London, that a young
healthy child well nursed, is, at a year old, a most delicious nourishing and wholesome food. . . .
I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they have
already devoured most of the parents, seem to have the best title to the children.
. . . the number of Popish infants, is at least three to one in this kingdom, and therefore it will have
one other collateral advantage, by lessening the number of Papists among us.
Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great concern about that vast number of poor people, who
are aged. . . .
But I am not in the least pain upon that matter, because it is very well known, that they are every day
dying, and rotting, by cold and famine, and filth, and vermin, as fast as can be reasonably expected.
And as to the young labourers, they are now in almost as hopeful a condition. They cannot get work,
and consequently pine away from want of nourishment, to a degree, that if at any time they are
accidentally hired to common labour, they have not the strength to perform it, and thus the country
and themselves are happily delivered from the evils to come.
I desire those politicians who dislike my overture, and may perhaps be so bold to attempt an answer,
that they will first ask the parents of these mortals, whether they would not at this day think it a great
happiness to have been sold for food . . . and thereby have avoided such a perpetual scene of
misfortunes, as they have gone through, by the oppression of landlords, the impossibility of paying
rent without money or trade, the want of common sustenance, with neither house nor cloaths to cover
them . . . or greater miseries, upon their breed for ever.

Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Of using neither cloaths, nor houshold furniture, except what is of our own growth and manufacture:
Of utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that promote foreign luxury:
Of curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idleness, and gaming in our women:
Of introducing a vein of parsimony, prudence and temperance:
Of learning to love our country, wherein we differ even from Laplanders, and the inhabitants of
Topinamboo:
Of quitting our animosities and factions, nor acting any longer like the Jews, who were murdering
one another at the very moment their city was taken:
Of being a little cautious not to sell our country and consciences for nothing:
Of teaching landlords to have at least one degree of mercy towards their tenants.
Lastly, of putting a spirit of honesty, industry, and skill into our shop-keepers, who, if a resolution
could now be taken to buy only our native goods, would immediately unite to cheat and exact upon

us in the price, the measure, and the goodness, nor could ever yet be brought to make one fair
proposal of just dealing, though often and earnestly invited to it.
Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these and the like expedients, ’till he hath at least some glympse
of hope, that here will ever be some hearty and sincere attempt to put them into practice.
(And the money will circulate among our selves, the goods being entirely of our own growth and
manufacture.)

— Jonathan Swift, 1729

646.
One Day’s One-Two — How Gullible Are We?
April 5, 2013
All in the same day's news. What a coincidence.
Bureau of Labor Statistics—March 2013—Not Seasonally Adjusted
www.bls.gov
Unemployment rates:
•
•

U-3: 7.6%—down from 8.1% in February
U-6: 13.9%—down from 14.9%

Total nonfarm jobs: up +759,000
•
•
•
•

Federal government: down -9,000
State government: up +28,000
Local government: up +56,000
Private: up +684,000

Total goods-producing jobs: up +145,000
Total manufacturing jobs: up +25,000
•
•
•

Motor vehicles and parts: up +4,500
Food manufacturing: down -400
Apparel: down -2,600

Total private service-providing jobs: up +539,000
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Automobile dealers: up +7,000
Rail transportation: up +100
Information: down -2,000
Computer systems design and related services: down -3,300
Administrative and waste services: up +114,500
Performing arts and spectator sports: up +14,500
Amusements, gambling, and recreation: up +51,600
Food services and drinking places; up +162,800
Personal and laundry services: up +7,500

FRED Economic Data—March 2013—Not Seasonally Adjusted
www.research.stlouisfed.org

•
•
•
•

Not in Labor Force: up +383,000
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: down -443,000
Civilian Labor Force: down -215,000
Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate: 63.1%—down from 63.2%—and the lowest participation
rate since May 1979

U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—February 2013—Seasonally Adjusted
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $43.0 billion in February
from $44.5 billion (revised) in January, as exports increased more than imports.
Total goods exports increased by nearly $1.3 billion.
Exports of industrial supplies and materials (such as used by foreign manufacturers) increased by
more than $1.8 billion.
Our goods deficit with Mexico increased from $3.6 billion to $4.3 billion—led by imports of
automobiles, automotive parts, and accessories.
Not seasonally adjusted, our goods deficit with China represented 50.8% of our total goods deficit.
This includes oil.

“Obama budget would cut entitlements in exchange for tax increases”
www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/obama-budget-would-cut-entitlements-in-exchange-for-taxincreases/2013/04/05/2ee93f82-9dd6-11e2-9a79-eb5280c81c63_story.html
•
•

President Obama will release a budget next week that proposes significant cuts to Medicare and
Social Security and fewer tax increases than in the past.
Obama proposes, for instance, to change the cost-of-living calculation for Social Security in a way
that will reduce benefits for most beneficiaries.

No big deal. Who needs a safety net when the economy is doing so well?
Besides, we need the money for “defense”—don't we?

647.
Quick: what’s the capital of the United States?
April 6, 2013
OpenSecrets.org now reports that in 2011 - 2012, News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street Journal)
contributed $5.01 to Barack Obama for every $1.00 to Mitt Romney.
Type “news corp” in the search box and take a deep breath.
We used to trade, simply trade—at a surplus—before Wall Street conquered Washington.
Your tax dollars and U.S. Trade Representative at work:
“2013 National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers”
www.ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2013%20NTE.pdf
•

•

•
•
•

•

One of the barriers facing U.S. exports of dairy products is a 245 percent ad valorem tariff on
breaded cheese sticks. The United States is pressing for expanded in-quota quantities for these
products. Canada's compositional standards for cheese entered into force on December 14, 2008, and
further restrict U.S. access of certain dairy products to the Canadian dairy market. [Canada, pages 53
- 61]
Many U.S. industries continue to indicate that they face significant nontariff barriers to trade . . . for
example, regulations that set high thresholds for entry into services sectors such as banking,
insurance and telecommunications; selective and unwarranted inspection requirements for
agricultural imports. . . . [China, pages 67 - 107]
U.S. companies annually obtain far less than 1 percent of projects awarded to Japan's massive public
works market, estimated at $242 billion in 2012. [Japan, pages 205 - 220]
Corruption at many levels of government is also seen as a barrier to trade and investment in
Kazakhstan. [Kazakhstan, pages 223 - 228]
Malaysian halal standards are stricter than the multilaterally-agreed Codex Alimentarius halal
standard . . . which allows for halal food to be processed, transported, or stored using facilities which
have previously been used for non-halal foods, providing that proper cleaning procedures conforming
to Islamic religious requirements have been observed. [Malaysia, pages 249 - 254]
Norway also imposes problematic sanitary barriers on agricultural products, including prohibiting the
import of beef from animals treated with hormones, despite decades of scientific evidence
demonstrating that this particular practice poses no risks to health. In addition, Norway applies
extremely restrictive policies to genetically engineered crops. [Norway, pages 275 - 277]

Are we sure we can't do business without K Street and the Seventh Fleet?
From the archives:

“Nancy Reagan orders new china at $209,508”
www.news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2209&dat=19810912&id=faArAAAAIBAJ&sjid=bvwFAAAAIB
AJ&pg=7026,2298068
Made in USA by Lenox, paid by private donations. Our economy was in bad shape—though not nearly as
bad as it is today—and the media howled.
Take another deep breath.

648.
If I Were a Successful Plutocrat
April 8, 2013
“Why should one seek a better life for the masses instead of taking good care of one’s own interests?” —
The Commitment of the Intellectual, 1960
If I were very wealthy, I would think about myself. I would pay others to think about me, too. Politicians,
journalists, artists, academics—any number of influential careers, indeed industries, would be built on
attacking me and my kind.
If I were a successful plutocrat (a redundancy, here), the People would be powerless, denatured by their
passive aggression—the definition of which could be greatly expanded to describe who, exactly, is passive
and who, exactly, exploits them with aggression.
If I were a successful plutocrat, I would not want the People to think their economy will never again
prosper. I would not want them to think I benefit by their higher unemployment and lower wages.
If I were a successful plutocrat, I would not want the People to think. I would pay others to help make sure
the People never do.
Mostly, I think, if I were a successful plutocrat, I would not want my fellow plutocrats to feel.
For today’s afternoon’s consideration:
“As economy flails, debtors’ prisons thrive”
www.cbsnews.com/8301-505143_162-57577994/as-economy-flails-debtors-prisons-thrive
•
•

Courts and judges in states across the land are violating the Constitution by incarcerating people for
being unable to pay debts.
If that sounds like a debtors’ prison, a legal relic which was abolished in this country in the 1830s,
that’s because it is.

Last week, I quoted Dr. Swift to discuss how little we’ve learned since 1729.
On the present subject, I will grant you Mr. Dickens.

649.
Showing Some Respect For Their Victims
April 9, 2013
No tolerance for economic traitors, not here. When Bill Clinton and Hank Paulson finally kick the bucket,
I'll celebrate for a month.
“Margaret Thatcher and the misapplied death etiquette”
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/apr/08/margaret-thatcher-death-etiquette
•
•

•

Those who admire the deceased public figure (and their politics) aren't silent at all. They are
aggressively exploiting the emotions generated by the person's death to create hagiography.
Demanding that no criticisms be voiced to counter that hagiography is to enable false history and a
propagandistic whitewashing of bad acts, distortions that become quickly ossified and then endure by
virtue of no opposition and the powerful emotions created by death.
When a political leader dies, it is irresponsible in the extreme to demand that only praise be permitted
but not criticisms.

“Mrs. Thatcher’s Mean Legacy”
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/04/mrs-thatchers-mean-legacy
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Thatcher's zero-sum game turned the economy's loss into a vast windfall for Britain's banking sector.
By underpricing her privatization of British Telephone and subsequent vast monopolies, she made it
appear that customers would be the big gainers, rather than large financial institutions.
By the time Mrs. Thatcher became Prime Minister in 1979, Britain had made over a century of
enormous investment in public infrastructure. Financial managers eyed this commanding height as a
set of potential monopolies to be turned into cash cows to enrich high finance. Mrs. Thatcher became
the cheerleader for what became the greatest giveaway of the century as the City of London's gain
became the industrial economy's loss.
The “grocer's daughter” depicted Britain's problems as a result of uppity labor. Her view struck a
chord as labor leaders called a series of politically self-defeating strikes that disrupted daily life and
made it even more of a struggle than usual for most voters. Britain's economy had never been riper
for a divide-and-conquer strategy.
Britain's domestic industry took one beating after another as factories closed their doors throughout
the country.
When Mrs. Thatcher took power, 1 in 7 English children lived in poverty. By the end of her reforms,
that number had risen to 1 in 3.
Finance has always lived in the short run, and nowhere in the world is banking more short-term than
in Britain. Nobody better exemplified this narrow-minded perspective than Lady Thatcher.
Her simplistic rhetoric helped inspire an inordinate share of simpletons conflating supposed common
sense with wisdom.
The United Kingdom's was transformed from a real economy of production to one that scavenged the
world for rents through its offshore banks. In the end, not only was great damage inflicted on

•

England, but on the entire world as capital fled developing countries for safe harbors in London's
banks.
Governments throughout the world today are declaring “We're broke”—while their oligarchs are
growing ever more rich.

See also, by the sane author:
“Let us glory in our inequality: Failed Privatizations—the Thatcher Legacy”
On the sane website.

650.
Bankers Envied Producers, Dogs Wagged Tails
April 9, 2013
Erratum:
The ninth bullet point in yesterday’s “Showing Some Respect For Their Victims” should have read:
•

When Mrs. Thatcher took power, 1 in 7 English children lived in poverty. By the end of her reforms,
that number had risen to 1 in 3.

More on Lady Thatcher, in hopes of discouraging those suddenly gripped by the desire to rewrite history:
“Thatcher Gave More Power to Finance” [video]
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10037
•
•

She's known as the woman who stood her ground: The Iron Lady. I guess the question is: stood her
ground for whom?
She was the one who opened the floodgates, saying, we don't need labor . . . we don't need industry,
because industry employs labor.

People can be so small, small as their memories sometimes.
I'm only 56, but I can remember when Big Business seemed almost helpless against the Populist Left.
I can remember when bankers saw a lot of money, and handled a lot of money, but were rarely paid a lot of
money.

651.
Creepy White Men
April 11, 2013
We're still judging Margaret Thatcher by her gender (and party), Barack Obama by his race (and party).
We admire people who beat the odds to do what they did.
Near as I can tell, “what they did” was sell themselves to creepy white men.
“An Inconvenient Truth: Finally, proof that the United States has lied in the drone wars.”
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/10/an_inconvenient_truth_drones
•

•

At least 265 of up to 482 people who the U.S. intelligence reports estimated the CIA killed during a
12-month period ending in September 2011 were not senior al Qaida leaders but instead were
“assessed” as Afghan, Pakistani and unknown extremists.
Based on the Obama administration's patterns of behavior, the Department of Justice will assuredly
target Landay and his sources for leaking classified information.

Our global reputation losing its global charm, we might be forced to find another market for American-made
goods.
For your reference and consideration—though far from the final word on this subject:
“New Auto Index Redefines ‘American Made’ Cars"
www.kogodnow.com/autoindex
•
•

According to his analysis, the most American car is a three-way tie between the GM Acadia, Enclave,
and Traverse, all with a score of 88.5
Some Japanese models do rank higher than domestic models, but only 17 of the top 65 vehicles on
his index are from foreign manufacturers

My apologies and empathy to all white men who are not rich creeps. This creepy minority has made public
life—and trust—more challenging for the rest of us.
It's possible, even, that a white male in Thatcher's or Obama's shoes would have made better decisions—
having met more resistance.

652.
They Still Need Us More Than We Need Them
April 13, 2013
Fertilized and harvested by the same Wall Street multinationals, we grow ignorant and self-destructive.
All “capitalism” is not the same—industrial capitalism and financial capitalism, for example, are not the
same.
One of them, it will be noted, we can do well without.
“The Real Cyprus Template (the one you're not supposed to notice)”
www.oftwominds.com/blogapr13/Cyprus-template4-13.html
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Why the delay in resolving Cyprus after the Greek haircut?
It appears the key preliminary step of the Real Cyprus Template is that money-center banks in
Germany and other core eurozone nations pull their money out of the soon-to-implode periphery
nation's banks before the banking crisis is announced.
Imagine you ran a German bank with great deal of cheap money on your hands. After loaning all you
can to Germans, you'd search the world to find another bank advertising high rates—in this case,
banks in Cyprus paying 4.9% on one-year time deposits.
As late as year-end 2011, when the banking regulator had to know the Cyprus banks were doomed,
eurozone-bank-derived deposits in Cyprus totaled more than 20 billion euros—same as “Russian
Mobster” money—a good portion of which would be subject to massive losses if the Cyprus
Template were applied too soon.
As the time deposits expired, the money was brought back home to the fatherland.
And then, suddenly, the President of Cyprus was informed he only had one week to resolve the
banking situation that had been pending for more than a year.
We might find it useful to watch the deposit flows of these eurozone banks for insight into where and
when the next banking crisis will develop.

What else can you and I do—or, more accurately, stop doing?
We should not do business with big banks—or vote for politicians who do business with big banks.
This would include the Federal Reserve—necessarily—when we think about it.

653.
Citizen Clang
April 15, 2013
The word “treason” is losing its clang—sounding old fashioned, almost quaintly silly now that the
multinationals and globalists have shown us the error of our American middle-class ways and handed us the
keys to others’ prosperity.
Maybe “treason” needs a definitions update. For example, we could ask and answer, simply:
“Who?”
•
•
•
•

Who is being accused of treason? A private citizen with limited resources and harmless intent? An
elected official with expert advisers and popular feedback?
Who is the United States of America? If a U.S. President acts on behalf of a small minority, to the
detriment of the vast majority, is this President not guilty of treason?
Who is allowed to plead ignorance after the fact, to say that neither they nor their expert advisers
were in a position to anticipate the destructive consequences of their actions?
Who wants to anticipate how this story is going to end?

There. That should put some clang back in the word—and chill back in our spines.
I’d love to think we’ve all learned from Maggie’s “mistakes,” but this scheme to Thatcherize the Tennessee
Valley Authority is (just one more thing) getting in my way:
“Obama’s budget proposal calls for selling TVA”
www.nooga.com/160969/obamas-budget-proposal-calls-for-selling-tva
Hmmm. Now I wonder who this might be for. Not the same “small minority” trying to get their hands on
Social Security, Medicare, and North Korea—is it?
(Clang.)

654.
We Have Our Rights
April 16, 2013
I try not to get between citizens and their freedoms, but maybe we’ve gone too far when rights matter more
than responsibilities. Then again, this is America. It’s my country and I have my rights. Who ever says “it’s
my country and I have my responsibilities”?
For your consideration:
“Report to Congress on International Economic and Exchange Rate Policies—April 12, 2013”
www.treasury.gov/resource-center/international/exchange-ratepolicies/Documents/Foreign%20Exchange%20Report%20April%202013.pdf
My two cents on this subject, yet again:
•

Washington will forever refuse to label Beijing a currency manipulator because too many benefit
from the high (“strong”) dollar.

What benefits from a low (“weak”) dollar? American manufacturers and exporters? Trade? The real
economy? We the People in the long run?
Note that China has built an empire on a low (“weak”) yuan, Japan is aggressively lowering (“weakening”)
the yen, and Germany has prospered by an effectively lower (“weaker”) euro than, say, Greece and Spain.
Washington could hardly care less about the U.S. economy. The thieves are getting theirs. That’s all they
care about.
“Obama: The Buckraking Starts Here”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2013/04/obama-the-buckraking-starts-here.html
I thought Yves Smith’s comments were even more interesting than Noam Scheiber’s article:
•

•

In DC about a month ago, Paul Volcker could not refrain from starting his remarks by commenting
on how prosperous the capital looked and made it clear he regarded it as unseemly. And indeed, the
town is ostentatiously well turned out, with lots of new construction and upscale stores and
restaurants.
No wonder people like Gene Sperling, director of the National Economic Council, use the phrase
“middle class” as if it was an alien phenomenon. The people in the Beltway money bubble don’t
need to care about ordinary Americans, and so they don’t.

My readers will remember that seven of the ten wealthiest counties in the United States are suburbs of
Washington, DC.

Our country will heal when Washington and Wall Street are made to understand they can no longer attack us
with impunity.
And make them understand, we will.
Because this is America—and we have our rights.

655.
Today a Question
April 17, 2013
In today's news:
•

Same Old Stuff

It engages us, if not quite endlessly, as we're being eliminated.
If you don't see it this way, then please tell me how long this—however you see “this”—can go on.
If the public figure most damaging to your life walked into the room, what would you do?

656.
More Defense Spending Does Not Mean More Defense
April 18, 2013
A trio of recent articles from Project on Government Oversight, Straus Military Reform Project, and
Winslow T. Wheeler. Our country has been in the business of creating enemies since 1948, at least, and for
some reason we still can't bring ourselves to look at the books—much less in the mirror.
“Smoke & Mirrors Alert: Pentagon’s 2014 Budget Proposal Drops Wednesday” — April 8
www.pogo.org/our-work/straus-military-reform-project/defense-budget/2013/sorting-through-the-2014-dodbudget-roll-out.html
•

•

If you want to go viral on phoniness, compare contemporary spending to historic defense spending
using the percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) dedicated to defense as the yardstick. That way
you can pretend recent increases are big decreases, and more huge increases should be oh-soaffordable.
There's one more trick to know. . . .

“Obama’s Useless Budget Data . . . and Improbable Budget Strategy” — April 12
www.pogo.org/our-work/straus-military-reform-project/defense-budget/2013/obamas-useless-budget.html
•

•

As OMB and Pentagon officials privately explained, it wasn't that there was too little time to publish
the accurate numbers. It was that no one in the Obama Administration wanted to acknowledge what
the numbers really were, because that might mean that they might not be changed to something
higher.
The strategy seems to be. . . .

“Pentagon’s new budget realities mandate new Defense team” — April 16
www.pogo.org/our-work/straus-military-reform-project/military-reform/2013/20130417-pentagon-budgetrealities.html
•

•

The 2014 budget envisions savings up to $150 billion over 10 years. But only $16 billion of that is
scheduled to occur while Obama is president; the rest won't happen—if it actually does—until the
“out years.”
This too is a tired old gambit. . . .

Our leaders—and their prostitute media—are so lacking in creativity and courage they can't come up with
anything better than a wartime economy.
You'd almost think they were profiting by all this deception while the rest of us get stuck with the bills, the
caskets, and the enduring hatred of the outside world.

657.
We Shall Shame Them With Unflattering Words
April 19, 2013
In “Consequences? What Consequences?” [FFC #393] I wrote:
“Television raised us to believe that we, ourselves, comprise our own greater good.”
It would be interesting to know how many Americans were crazy back in the nineteenth century—before all
the fear, and then the conformity, and then the neurosis. Maybe the media forces are correct and we all look
at life through the same filters. This could explain how we manage to keep our politicians and plutocrats
under control simply by threatening to shame them with unflattering words.
In the long run, we might actually be most comfortable in the other guys’ shoes. While this usually (and
usefully) begins with the consideration of Have-Nots while we’re still (temporarily) among the Haves, I
might also recommend the following question:
If I’m President or Senator [so-and-so] or CEO of [blah-blah-blah], why would I waste a single minute of my
expensive time worrying what people think, say, or write—if they never actually do anything to bother me?
FYI:
WikiLeaks has published The Kissinger Cables—millions of pages of uncatalogued fun. A few keywords
turned up this reality check from 1973:
“PRC Protest on NYT Advertisement”
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/1973STATE098278_b.html
Text of NYT ad as follows:
•
•
•
•

•

[200,000] ethnic Chinese in New York strongly oppose the establishment of a Chinese communist
“liaison office” in Washington, D.C.
That regime neither represents the free will nor has the free consent of the 750 million people in
mainland China.
It is our consensus that this arrangement is most unwise and regrettable because it will serve no
useful purpose except to grant Maoist agents an important beachhead for subversive activities.
Admission of Mao's agents with diplomatic immunity . . . will not only jeopardize the internal
security of the United States, but also pose a grave threat to Chinese-American communities in all
parts of the country whose members are overwhelmingly anti-communist.
We pledge to defend vigilantly our free institutions and enterprises against the blackmail and
encroachment of Chinese communist agents, who undoubtedly will take advantage of their newly
gained status in attempting to move in and take over our communities.

Washington Post carried following ad:

•
•

[The Chinese communist regime] is an alien rule, both in ideology as well as in philosophy, which is
totally incompatible with the ethical traditions and cultural heritage of the Chinese nation.
The Chinese communist regime . . . has been imposed on the nation by force, by coercion, and by
repression. The regime has no mandate whatsoever to represent the 750,000,000 Chinese people, nor
can it speak in their name.

The reader might well observe that this Chinese communist “liaison office” has cost our country trillions of
dollars and millions of jobs, while former Harvard Professor/Secretary of State Henry Kissinger—
undaunted, it would appear, by our unflattering words—continues to laugh all the way to his Chinese bank.
In retrospect, we should have listened to the Chinese Americans. In the future, we should listen to more
people who look at life through different filters.
In time, we can remove our own.

658.
Our Safety
April 20, 2013
Fundamental to American security and defense is a strong, stable, self-sufficient economy based on
manufacturing and agriculture.
Strength, stability, and self-sufficiency are made possible by manufacturing and agriculture—only.
There is no other way.
You'd think a big taxpayer-funded economy would understand.

659.
Take Heart: He Died in Prison
April 21, 2013
Today's media, including the media we've somehow decided is “social,” is more about ego than information.
We haven't always been quite this fearful and self-absorbed, but we have always suffered by comparative
ignorance. Back when large constituencies could be controlled through illiteracy, corrupt politicians like
Boss Tweed could worry about “them damn pictures”:

If voters have grown more “sophisticated” (rarely a value judgment) since 1871, we've also been outstripped
by the criminals we've put in public office. In the famous Thomas Nast cartoon, trade, homes, and public
schools—even the state of New Jersey—were bastions against the New York political machine. Ever
responsive, our so-called “representatives” have since co-opted trade, housing, and education—or maybe
vice versa—along with most of the state of New Jersey.

Still, we must never forget—and always take heart—that Boss Tweed died in prison at the age of 55.
American citizens have been under powerful thumbs before. We have always grown stronger. We have
always acted. And we have always prevailed.
We have always acted.
Today's media, including the media we might someday decide is truly “social” after all, has the power to
close the ignorance gap between citizens and “the elect.” But this will happen with investigation,
information, and integrity. Our interests are not well served by our current consumption of egotism and
disinformation, which both feed and prey upon each other—as paradoxically, perhaps, as we currently both
feed and consume our children.

660.
For?
April 23, 2013
Four:
•
•
•
•

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev
Bill Clinton
George Bush
Barack Obama

Four:
•
•
•
•

For?

Who is responsible for the greatest loss of American lives?
Who is responsible for the greatest loss of American property?
Who is responsible for the greatest loss of American opportunity?
Who is responsible for the greatest loss of American security?

661.
What This Country Needs Is a Good Anti-Strategy Strategy
April 24, 2013
When's the last time an American leader—political or intellectual—worked for America?
Oh, sure, they use words like America and Americans—nation, borders, interests, values, People,
generations, security, Asia, Europe, and whatnot—but they're only telling us what we want to hear.
What we don't want to hear is that under multinational/transnational corporate control, our previous
institutions, connections, and identities become meaningless. We're encouraged to cling to them, of course,
because nobody likes to feel alone, or stupid, or used.
(We generally don't mind being lied to as long as it's done with our permission—partisanship and votes.)
Next time you hear someone say America needs a more effective strategy to do [whatever], you might pause
for a moment to emphasize the word “America” instead of “strategy.”
The multinational/transnational corporations and banks disguised as American leaders—political and
intellectual—are doing everything they ever wanted to do.
Strategies don't get much more effective than this.

662.
No Retirement For You. No Job, Either.
April 25, 2013
There will be no retirement for many Americans. We'll just have to keep working.
But how? At what?
Currently, we're all working (at least part-time) for Wall Street multinational/transnational/global
corporations—and for the governments they own. Our job is to make them rich by transferring our wealth
until we have nothing left to transfer.
Soon there will be no retirement for most Americans. To survive—literally to survive—we will need jobs,
but Wall Street and Washington keep leveling the playing field, sending good American jobs and factories to
foreign countries while establishing a new equilibrium here in the U.S.: high unemployment, lower wages,
and global standards.
Almost half the world's population lives on less than two dollars per day. This is globalization—and this is
where we are being driven.
None of this is by accident. None of this is necessary.
None of this will change until we stop denying and start thinking.
For your consideration:
“John Bogle: The Train Wreck Awaiting American Retirement”
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/business-economy-financial-crisis/retirement-gamble/john-bogle-thetrain-wreck-awaiting-american-retirement
•

“Do you really want to invest in a system where you put up 100 percent of the capital, you, the
mutual fund shareholder, you take 100 percent of the risk, and you get 30 percent of the return?”
— John Bogle, founder of The Vanguard Group

“Koch Brothers’ Wealth Grew By $33 Billion In 3 Years As America’s Schools Report 1 Million
Homeless Kids”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/04/koch-brothers-wealth-grew-by-33-billion-in-3-years-as-americasschools-report-1-million-homeless-kids
•

New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg, also on the Forbes billionaire list with a net worth of $27
billion [and] at least 11 homes around the world . . . owes his wealth to Wall Street.

“Koch Brothers Making Play for Tribune’s Newspapers”
www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/business/media/koch-brothers-making-play-for-tribunes-newspapers.html
•

“It’s a frightening scenario when a free press is actually a bought and paid-for press and it can happen
on both sides.” — Ellen Miller, executive director of the Sunlight Foundation, a nonpartisan
watchdog group.

“Here’s Why the Koch Brothers Would Buy the LA Times and Chicago Tribune”
www.motherjones.com/mojo/2013/04/koch-brothers-newspaper-los-angeles-times-chicago-tribune
•

A bigger platform with which to spread their free-market ideas.

“World factory orders flash warning signals despite booming markets”
www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/economics/10013879/World-factory-orders-flash-warning-signals-despitebooming-markets.html
•

Wall Street brushed aside Tuesday’s data.

Factories create new wealth. Financial markets grab (and concentrate) existing wealth.
Obviously, we need to support American factories.
Then again, maybe it really is the cherished dream of every Walmart shopper to someday work at Walmart
and lose enough weight to drop dead.

663.
The Grabbing and Concentration of Power—More or Less
April 26, 2013
In private correspondence earlier today, I wrote:
“We've been taught a lot of so-called economic rules—as if economics were a science—but there are no
rules in economics, only self-interest. Sadly, as a species, we survive by deceiving other members of our
species.”
Links of interest:
“Guestworkers in the High-Skill U.S. Labor Market: An analysis of supply, employment, and wage
trends”
www.epi.org/files/2013/bp359-guestworkers-high-skill-labor-market-analysis.pdf
•

The IT industry appears to be functioning with two distinct market patterns: a domestic supply (of
workers and students) that responds to wage signals (and other aspects of working conditions such as
future career prospects), and a guestworker supply that appears to be abundantly available even in
times of relatively weak demand and even when wages decline or are stagnant.

“How Chinese Subsidies Changed the World”
http://blogs.hbr.org/cs/2013/04/how_chinese_subsidies_changed.html
•

In the past five years, we have examined how China swiftly moved from being a global bit player and
net importer to world's largest manufacturer and exporter in capital-intensive industries where it had
no labor-cost advantage.

“Spurned in the US, Huawei focuses on Europe”
www.scmp.com/comment/blogs/article/1222193/spurned-us-huawei-focuses-europe
•

Last week, chief executive officer and deputy chairman Ken Hu said the company was hiring 5,500
new staff in Europe, thus raising its head count in the continent to 13,000, while European
competitors, Ericsson, Nokia Siemens and others, are letting go thousands of staff.

“Mad, or bad?”
www.aeonmagazine.com/world-views/holly-case-thomas-szasz-insanity-plea
•

Both sides argued it was unfair to call political opponents crazy (although both also did so regularly),
and both sides asserted that their own “unpopular politics” had a right to a hearing and a special

moral status precisely because they were on the embattled fringe. Yet Szasz's unease with the
insanity label went beyond its propensity to classify political opposition as madness. In line with his
distinctly conservative perspective, he also feared that it removed responsibility from criminal acts.
“The Obama Legacy, Pt 1 of Many: Top Ten Things Black America Will Have To Show For 8 Years
of President Obama”
www.blackagendareport.com/content/obama-legacy-pt-1-many-top-ten-things-black-america-will-haveshow-8-years-president-obama
•

Black youth who will reach maturity in the middle of this decade have no examples of struggle to
look up to, only accommodations to power and excuses for inaction and ineffectiveness on every
front.

Have a good weekend.

664.
Where the Angry Villagers Just Keep on Comin’
April 27, 2013
Two parties, one pocket, zero difference, infinite distractions:
“Everything Is Rigged: The Biggest Price-Fixing Scandal Ever”
www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/everything-is-rigged-the-biggest-financial-scandal-yet-20130425
•

•

•

•

•

•

If you can imagine paying 20 bucks for a crappy PB&J because some evil cabal of agribusiness
companies colluded to fix the prices of both peanuts and peanut butter, you come close to grasping
the lunacy of financial markets where both interest rates and interest-rate swaps are being
manipulated at the same time, often by the same banks.
Two of America's top law-enforcement officials, Attorney General Eric Holder and former Justice
Department Criminal Division chief Lanny Breuer, confessed that it's dangerous to prosecute
offending banks because they are simply too big. Making arrests, they say, might lead to “collateral
consequences” in the economy.
From gold to gas to swaps to interest rates, prices all over the world are dependent upon little private
cabals of cigar-chomping insiders we're forced to trust. In all over-the-counter markets, you don't
really have pricing except by a bunch of guys getting together.
That includes the markets for gold (where prices are set by five banks in a Libor-ish teleconferencing
process, that, ironically, was created in part by NM Rothschild & Sons) and silver (whose price is set
by just three banks), as well as benchmark rates in numerous other commodities—jet fuel, diesel,
electric power, coal, you name it.
The problem in each of these markets is the same: We all have to rely upon the honesty of companies
like Barclays (already caught and fined $453 million for rigging Libor) or JPMorgan Chase (paid a
$228 million settlement for rigging municipal-bond auctions) or UBS (fined a collective $1.66 billion
for both muni-bond rigging and Libor manipulation) to faithfully report the real prices of things like
interest rates, swaps, currencies, and commodities.
The scale of it is so enormous that ordinary people simply cannot see it. It's not just stealing by
reaching a hand into your pocket and taking out money, but stealing in which banks can hit a few
keystrokes and magically make whatever's in your pocket worth less. This is corruption at the
molecular level of the economy, Space Age stealing—and it's only just coming into view.

These huge fines are just a cost of doing business—a ridiculously small cost when you think about the profits
involved.
Maybe Washington should get a bigger cut from Wall Street—not extortion or protection, mind you, but
enough to make it worth their risk.

665.
[sic]
April 28, 2013
“It was like a light bulb went off [sic] in my head. . . .”
“It’s the Occupation, Stupid: Extensive research into the causes of suicide terrorism proves Islam isn’t
to blame—the root of the problem is foreign military occupations”
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/10/18/it_s_the_occupation_stupid
•
•

•

Americans have been waging a long war against terrorism without much serious public debate about
what is truly motivating terrorists to kill them.
More than 95 percent of all suicide attacks are in response to foreign occupation, according to
extensive research that we conducted at the University of Chicago's Project on Security and
Terrorism, where we examined every one of the over 2,200 suicide attacks across the globe from
1980 to the present day.
Religious difference matters because it enables terrorist leaders to claim that the occupier is
motivated by a religious agenda that can scare both secular and religious members of a local
community—this is why Osama bin Laden never [missed] an opportunity to describe U.S. occupiers
as “crusaders” motivated by a Christian agenda to convert Muslims, steal their resources, and change
the local population's way of life.

“Another Big Story the Mainstream Media Missed: GE-Krupp Conspiracy Trial of ’47”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/15892-another-one-the-msm-missed-ge-krupp-conspiracy-trial-of-47
•

•

•

•

•
•

At those [Senate Patents Committee April 1942] hearings, GE was accused of being responsible for a
“drastic shortage” of an essential material needed for manufacturing tools in the United States. This,
the senators found, was in contrast with the situation in Germany, where the Nazis had an abundance
of tungsten carbide.
The U.S. government charged that [GE and Krupp] agreed to divide up the world market for
carboloy. Before the agreement, the product sold for $48 a pound in the United States. After the
agreement, GE set the price at $453 a pound or one dollar per gram.
In defense of its arrangements with Krupp, GE claimed that its tungsten carbide deal helped create
jobs for American workers. Evidence showed, however, that the cartel arrangement actually resulted
in job losses.
Judge Knox . . . turned down the government's request that the defendants be given a six-month
prison sentence. The judge imposed fines totaling $56,000 against the corporation and the individual
defendants.
The government's attorney, at one point, stated that the business community regards fines in antitrust
cases as “a license fee, which may be charged off as part of the cost of doing business.”
The court verdict against GE . . . was reported [in The New York Times] on the entertainment page
alongside advertisements.

I wonder:
What terrorist organization has succeeded in shutting down the greatest number of American factories and
farms?

666.
May Day Festivities
April 29, 2013
In today's two-party/one-pocket politics, there are no practical differences between Democrats and
Republicans or Left and Right. While it's tempting to attribute our positions to the lessons of history or the
forces of habit—the habits of force?—I think we mostly just repeat the last thing we got from whatever news
medium we depend on. The very wealthy people who control our media want us to keep thinking of politics
as Left vs. Right—rather than Up vs. Down—and they're happy to supply us with the wedge issues we need
to stimulate our thinking. The very wealthy people, themselves, are reliably nonpartisan on every issue
except money vs. personal freedom.
We in the bottom 99-point-9 percent are no different—or different only in our thresholds. In 1320, Arbroath
declared:
“It is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor honours that we are fighting, but for freedom—for that alone,
which no honest man gives up but with life itself.”
There you have it.
On May 1, Occupy Wall Street will be gathering in cities all across America. If you attend, you might find
what I've found:
There are no practical differences among Americans.
Democrat/Republican, Left/Right, Tea Party/Occupy—we've all been disappointed by the same government.
We all just want to live our lives.

667.
Squeezing and Blood
April 30, 2013
Ideas worth wide circulation:
“Let Us Now Praise Heinous Men”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/04/29/let-us-now-praise-heinous-men
•

His problem is not just that he believes that being President means never having to say you're sorry or
that . . . he never learned how. The man genuinely lacks the moral and intellectual capacity to
appreciate the harm he caused.

“America’s War Games”
www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2013/04/2013424113558268754.html
•

We need a threat. Al-Qaeda has sort of run out of strength and we have to have a new threat. We are
going to pivot to Asia and increase the defense budget.

Veteran (26-year) Pentagon military analyst Franklin C. Spinney in his 1990 pamphlet Defense Power
Games:
“Better information and higher moral character are the necessary and sufficient conditions for change. The
soldiers at the pointy end of the spear and the American taxpayers deserve no less from their leaders on both
sides of the Potomac.”
That said, you can't get blood out of a heinous turnip.

668.
New Records and a Must-Read
May 1, 2013
Without manufacturing, how can there be—supply, jobs, wages, demand—an economy?
New records:
“Euro area unemployment rate at 12.1%—March 2013”
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-30042013-BP/EN/3-30042013-BP-EN.PDF
•
•
•
•

March 2013 unemployment rate, EA17: 12.1%—up from 11.0% in March 2012
Youth (under 25) unemployment rate, EA17: 24.0%—up from 22.5% in March 2012
German unemployment rate: 5.4%—down from 5.5% in March 2012
Total unemployed, EU27: 26,521,000

Free trade is not your friend. Why is this not widely understood?
“Our American Pravda”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/our-american-pravda
•

These three . . . are the sort of major exposés that would surely be dominating the headlines of any
country with a properly functioning media. But no American has ever heard of them. Before the
Internet broke the chokehold of our centralized flow of information, I would have remained just as
ignorant myself, despite all the major newspapers and magazines I regularly read.

—to say the least:
This article is a must-read.

669.
Fifth Anniversary Edition—Reserve Your Free Copy Now
May 1, 2013
June 27 will mark the fifth anniversary of my “Dollar to the Giant” mailings.
The compendium:
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to Date notably
resisting America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender — By Bob Hall
citizen
Is currently:
•
•
•

795 pages
668 installments
6.44 MB

Sheesh. You'd think I'd be running the country by now.
Anyway, I'd love to e-mail you a free copy after June 27, based on my theory that:
In politics and ideas, a spark is worth more than a fire.
Good people all across the USA are waiting for that spark of inspiration.

670.
Thrown by Numbers
May 2, 2013
The March 2013 trade report was released this morning.
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
Our deficit with China narrowed to “only” $17.9 billion because we imported fewer products—“primarily
toys, games, and sporting goods; apparel; and footwear”—from China. Before you get too emotional,
remember that Q1 trade is always affected by the Chinese New Year holiday shutdown. For March, even
China reported a trade deficit—after a $15.3 billion surplus in February. The numbers will change come Q2,
but with Wall Street and Washington trying to slip us more job-, wage-, and economy-killing “free” trade
deals, I think I'll take their statistics with a grain of salt and trust my own experiences.
Also today:
“Apple avoids potential $9bn tax bill”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/2ac24238-b25c-11e2-8540-00144feabdc0.html
•
•
•
•
•

Apple will avoid a potential tax bill of up to $9 billion by using the proceeds from its $17 billion
blockbuster bond issue to pay shareholders rather than bringing cash from abroad.
Apple has $100 billion in offshore cash compared with just $45 billion in the U.S.
The company will save around $100 million per year by using debt rather than straight cash.
In 2012, Apple made provisions for $14 billion in tax on $55.7 billion in profits, for an effective rate
of 25 percent.
According to the same SEC filing, Apple made provisions for $713 million in tax on $36.8 billion in
foreign earnings, for an effective foreign tax rate of 2 percent.

This performance is ripe for misinterpretation.
If voters, legislators, corporations, and reporters are currently in a four-way tie for petty shortsighted
stupidity, rest assured we will all lose this race together.

671.
Little People Pay Taxes, Gallup, Report on Jobs, and
Connect the Dots
May 3, 2013
Regarding your questions after yesterday’s “Apple” report, please see the links below.*
When Leona Helmsley said,
“We don’t pay taxes. Only the little people pay taxes.”
She wasn’t that far off. She might have added that the subject of taxes keeps the little people divided and
safely redirects their energy to dead ends. Income tax, particularly, is more about social control and less
about government revenue than most of us normally realize.
Gallup:
“Patriotism, Jobs Primary Motivations for Buying American”
www.gallup.com/poll/162110/patriotism-jobs-primary-motivations-buying-american.aspx
•

•
•

There are wide generational differences in U.S.-centric shopping habits, with older Americans (61%),
aged 65 and older, much more likely than younger Americans (20%), aged 18 to 29, to actively
search for products made in the U.S.
Nearly half of young adults, 43%, say they are willing to pay more for U.S. products. However, that
figure is much smaller than the 70% of Americans aged 30 and older who are willing to do the same.
The wide generational divide in U.S. product shopping behavior could be a concern for the future
market of U.S. products.

I’d say that’s a fairly safe prediction. Now that we know which demographic group needs the most help—
according to Gallup, anyhow—we can jump in and connect the dots:
“The Employment Situation—April 2013”
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
Seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•

U-3 “headline” unemployment rate: 7.5%—down from 7.6% in March
U-6 unemployment rate: 13.9%—up from 13.8% in March (U-6 includes “employed part time for
economic reasons”)
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years, unemployment rate: 24.1%—down from 24.2% in March
Total nonfarm jobs: up +165,000 from March

Not seasonally adjusted:
Total nonfarm jobs: up +932,000 from March
•
•
•

Goods-producing: up +173,000
Private service-providing: up +764,000
Government: down -5,000

Not seasonally adjusted:
Leisure and hospitality jobs: up +323,000 from March
•
•

Accommodation: up +27,400
Food services and drinking places: up +201,800

Not seasonally adjusted:
•

Both sexes, 16 to 19 years, unemployment rate: 22.5%—down from 23.3% in March

Now let’s talk about the quality, desirability, and the wages of these jobs (supposedly) being created.
And connect the dots.
—
*These will answer most of yesterday's questions:
•
•
•

“Almost every Apple product came from a program supported by U.S. Government—taxpayer—
money.” [FFC #237]
“Our politically motivated tax policies have chased too many formerly American corporations—and
their money, and our jobs—overseas.” [FFC #199]
“Our current system [of personal income tax] is obsolete and counterproductive. It discriminates
against our children’s future.” [FFC #198]

672.
More on April’s Foolery
May 4, 2013
SGS unemployment rate for April 2013:
•
•
•

23.0%—up from March’s 22.9%, equal to February’s 23.0%, the worst since the Great Depression of
the 1930s
(Who said the U.S. and Europe were headed in different directions?)
Shadow Government Statistics figures include America’s long-term (over 12 months) unemployed
and discouraged, who were legislated out of existence by the Clinton administration in 1994 and
relegated to “Not in Labor Force.”

Correction to yesterday’s “connect the dots” mailing:
•

Not seasonally adjusted, both sexes, 16 to 19 years, unemployment rate: 22.5%—down from 23.3%
in March

Worth noting, incidentally:
•

Not seasonally adjusted, Black or African American, both sexes, 16 to 19 years, unemployment rate:
36.4%—up from 30.9% in March

My 2 cents on the raging “part-time” debate, not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Persons at work part-time, all industries, part-time for economic reasons: down -25,000 from March
(seasonally adjusted: up +278,000)
Part-time, slack work or business conditions: up +63,000 from March
(seasonally adjusted: up +223,000)
Part-time, could only find part-time work: down -48,000 from March
(seasonally adjusted: down -49,000)
U-6 unemployment rate: 13.4%—down from 13.9% in March
(seasonally adjusted: 13.9%—up from 13.8%)

I’m not too worried about ObamaCare. It will be gone soon and so will Obama. They are only stage props.
I worry about the masters.
Mostly, though, I worry about us. We should be fighting harder for accurate information and free
communication.
We should do this.
Before things get so bad we can’t even quote a government statistic without playing into someone’s hands.

673.
This Article, It’s Alive. Guitar and Feathers.
May 5, 2013
If ever the editor of a left-leaning publication seemed ready to thrash the whole damned lot of them:
“The Game of Drones: Welcome to the Age of Murder.gov”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/05/03/the-game-of-drones
Tar and feather just one of these miscreants—just one—and the game will change in our favor.
Do nothing and it will cost our children a lot more than tar and feathers.
“Global” doesn’t only mean we get to betray the U.S. economy.
“Global” also means the outside world has a bigger stake in what we do—and a keener interest in what our
democratically elected representatives do in our name.
All the while—marvel of modern communication—Americans are watched—and judged—in real time—all
over the globe.

674.
“Do something” sounds good. You go first.
May 6, 2013
Sometimes I wonder if We the People is a craven coward that deserves to wither and die, but of course I
could never say this in public. Maybe I should. It would sound very brave, which would encourage other
brave Americans and public figures to tell other people to stop waiting for somebody else to do something.
“Do something” sounds good. You go first.
People talk a lot about the inequalities and gaps created by the disappearance of America's middle class, but I
wonder if this income-and-wealth gap isn't really more of an intelligence-and-wisdom gap. The chickenand-egg gap is clear; but it's also clear that when America's middle class was thriving, more Americans knew
more about more useful things.
Every day, I hear from people surprisingly critical of America's complacent vulgarity—often as not, blaming
“capitalism” as if there were no differences among capitalisms. Please note that while industrial capitalism
creates new wealth, financial capitalism (its evil parasitic twin) merely grabs and transfers existing wealth.
Industrial capitalism is beautifully compatible with the good jobs, high wages, strong government, and social
equalities demanded by capitalism's critics, who would do well to consider their long-term credibility and
occasionally substitute the word “financialization.”
I'll leave you with an inadvertently funny article only a foreign agency could have attempted:
“Europe’s jobs crisis comes into sharper relief”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/05/us-economy-global-weekahead-idUSBRE9440B620130505
•
•

•
•

“Compared with the United States, where the labor market is a key determinant of economic policy. .
. .”
“Jobs data from across the Atlantic, also released on Friday, contrasted starkly. The United States
added 165,000 non-farm jobs in April, while the unemployment rate there fell to 7.6 [sic] percent, its
lowest since December 2008.”
“If you see the latest minutes from the U.S. Federal Reserve, they really are targeting unemployment,
as they should be. They really do take it seriously.”
“. . . cited the fact U.S. banks recapitalized earlier than their European peers, particularly in the euro
zone, as one of the many reasons why the American economy has performed better, therefore
creating more jobs.”

Would you say our trusted news sources are more criminal or more stupid?
I'm thinking both. Still, they're nothing that a little courage can't make go away.

675.
No Reason To Fear Us, Almost 100% Of The Time
May 7, 2013
This is a big deal and it affects us.
Note that regardless of how much we talk or write or complain, they still do whatever they want to do,
almost 100% of the time.
Today, an assortment of allegations from “Obama’s Left”—all too rich to bullet point:
“Penny Pritzker’s Commerce (Part One)”
www.thenation.com/blog/174183/penny-pritzkers-commerce-part-one
“Penny Pritzker’s Commerce (Part Two)”
www.thenation.com/blog/174197/penny-pritzkers-commerce-part-two
“Obama Did It for the Money”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/obama_did_it_for_the_money_20130507
“Obama Embraces Plutocrats Again With His Billionaire Commerce Secretary Choice”
www.alternet.org/obama-embraces-plutocrats-again-his-billionaire-commerce-secretary-choice
Penny Pritzker’s nomination for Commerce is outrageous. Her appointment will come out of your pocket—
if you’re very, very lucky.
Our country is being looted—our lives ransacked—by people who condition us to accept this as normal and
entertaining.
Note that regardless of how much we talk or write or complain, they still do whatever they want to do,
almost 100% of the time.

676.
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
May 8, 2013
Life in these United States from the CDC's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report of May 3, 2013:
“Suicide Among Adults Aged 35 - 64 Years—United States, 1999 – 2010”
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6217.pdf
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

In 2009, the number of deaths from suicide surpassed the number of deaths from motor vehicle
crashes in the United States.
Changes in the annual, age-adjusted suicide rates for persons aged 10 - 34 years (up +7.0%) and 65+
years (down -5.9%) were small and not statistically significant.
The annual, age-adjusted suicide rate among persons aged 35 - 64 years increased +28.4% from 1999
- 2010.
The greatest increases were observed among American Indian/Alaska Natives (+65.2%) and whites
(+40.4%).
Among men, the greatest increases were among those aged 50 - 54 years (+49.4%) and 55 - 59 years
(+47.8%).
Among women, the greatest increase was observed among women aged 60 - 64 years (+59.7%).
By mechanism, the greatest increase was observed for use of suffocation (+81.3%), followed by
poisoning (+24.4%) and firearms (+14.4%).
This increasing trend is particularly troubling because a large proportion of suicide attempts by
suffocation (predominantly hanging) result in death.
Possible contributing factors for the rise in suicide rates among middle-aged adults include the recent
economic downturn . . . and a rise in intentional overdoses associated with the increase in availability
of prescription opioids.
Suicide rates are likely an underestimate of the actual prevalence because suicides might be
undercounted in the National Vital Statistics System.

This report might be less painful if the CDC had supplied data for the most insightful of suicide categories:
“Washington Politicians and Wall Street Executives”
But they didn't—not one single example.
Shame on them.

677.
Notes from the Alarm Clock
May 10, 2013
On April 30, former German finance minister Oskar Lafontaine wrote:
“The Germans have not yet realized that the southern Europeans, including France, will in view of the
current economic misery be forced to fight back against German hegemony . . . which . . . is putting them
under pressure. Merkel will wake up from her self-righteous slumber. . . .”
Indeed.
American plutocrats, while they're still asleep, can dream of a world in which their instincts are more
valuable than ours.
Notes from the alarm clock:
“Ryder warns that prospects for jobs recovery are receding”
www.ilo.org/washington/WCMS_211157/lang--en/index.htm
•

[ILO Director-General] Ryder said that the employment outlook in Europe the US and Japan was
grim, and that . . . real wages were practically stagnant, except for China, and that income inequalities
had widened in most countries. The ILO estimates that there are over 200 million people
unemployed world-wide, 74 million of whom are youth. Some 470 million new jobs will be needed
between 2015 and 2030 just to keep up with the growth of the world's working age population.

“Wall Street Hires Washington”
www.politico.com/story/2013/05/wall-street-hires-washington-91115.html
•

It's now much more about Wall Street collecting political knowledge and influence, and no matter
what people on Wall Street will tell you, they remember their 1930s and 1940s history very well, and
they know they lost those battles and they are determined not to lose this one.

“Pritzker for Commerce: President Obama Sends a Devastating Message to America’s Young People”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/05/pritzker-for-commerce-president-obama-sends-a-devastatingmessage-to-america%E2%80%99s-young-people
•

Marketing is not even distantly related to democracy or civic empowerment. Marketing is about
creating emotional, even irrational bonds between your product and your target audience. It is
irrational to observe these nominations by the President . . . and still believe that this President is on
your side.

“Homeownership May Actually Cause Unemployment”
www.nytimes.com/2013/05/10/business/homeownership-may-actually-cause-unemployment.html
•

In Europe as well as the United States a higher proportion of homeownership seemed to be associated
with a higher level of unemployment. But other researchers soon concluded that the evidence did not
support the thesis that homeowners were more likely to be unemployed than renters, and the
correlation was largely ignored.

“The U.S. has Spent $8 Trillion Protecting the Strait of Hormuz”
www.oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/The-U.S.-has-Spent-8-Trillion-Protecting-the-Straitsof-Hormuz.html
•

This is all despite the fact that only 10% of the oil passing through the strait is actually destined for
the U.S.

We're always telling the oppressed and exploited how they need to wake up.
Maybe it's the oppressors and exploiters who really need our advice.

678.
Links (8) and Plan (1) to Redistribute Wealth
May 11, 2013
The penultimate link, the story about African tax evasion, is a good reminder to redistribute the wealth.
Not the way we're currently redistributing the wealth, from America's working and middle classes up to a
grabby handful of global plutocrats.
The other way around. We should be tapping the plutocrats.
Eliminate all income taxes, personal and corporate.
With no income taxes to evade, wealthy individuals and corporations could repatriate and circulate their
considerable $ trillions here in the United States.
Problem is, this would benefit everyone here in the United States.
Links:
“Budget request denied, Sibelius turns to health executives to finance Obamacare”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/05/10/budget-request-denied-sebelius-turns-to-healthexecutives-to-finance-obamacare
•

They have a vested interest in recruiting Americans to enroll in their specific products rather than
those of their competitors.

“Maggie Thatcher, Milk Snatcher”
www.inthesetimes.com/article/14981/maggie_thatcher_milk_snatcher
•

She seems to have had no women friends, and never mentioned her mother.

“The news media is even worse than you think”
www.marketwatch.com/story/the-news-media-is-even-worse-than-you-think-2013-05-10
•

Do you want to know what kind of people get promoted and succeed in the modern news
organization?

“How Many Wars Is the US Fighting Today?”
www.degruyter.com/view/j/peps.2013.19.issue-1/peps-2013-0011/peps-2013-0011.xml

•

As a nation, we will be better off, both in our democratic values and in our national security, if we
address [these questions] openly rather than being blinded by advances in technology that will
become more and more difficult to undo.

“Attitudes Behind the Divide on Gun Control”
www.publicmind.fdu.edu/2013/guncontrol
•

The poll finds that 29 percent of Americans think that an armed revolution in order to protect liberties
might be necessary in the next few years, with another 5 percent unsure. However, these beliefs are
conditional on party. Just 18 percent of Democrats think an armed revolution may be necessary, as
opposed to 44 percent of Republicans and 27 percent of independents. Only 38 percent of Americans
who believe a revolution might be necessary support additional gun control legislation, compared
with 62 percent of those who don't think an armed revolt will be needed.

“Tax evasion still crippling Africa as rich countries fail to deliver support”
www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/may/10/tax-evasion-africa-rich-countries
•

Africa loses twice as much in illicit financial outflows as it receives in international aid, the panel
said. It is unconscionable that some companies, often supported by dishonest officials, use unethical
tax avoidance, transfer pricing and anonymous company ownership to maximise profits, while
millions of Africans go without adequate nutrition, health and education, the panel added.

“Global Pandemics: Not If, But When”
www.nader.org/2013/05/09/global-pandemics-not-if-but-when
•

When all is said and done, the world is not devoting anywhere near enough resources to combat these
viral and bacterial “terrorists.”

Of course, we don't actually have to “do” anything. We can just sit on our butts and wait for the end—
whether or not we understand it as a genocide.

679.
State Unemployment Rates Up To 35.4%
May 12, 2013
California unemployment rate: 30.8%
“No. 522: Federal Debt Limit, State-by-State Unemployment, Consumer Credit”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-522-federal-debt-limit-state-by-state-unemployment-consumer-credit
•

SGS unemployment rates—from 8.0% in North Dakota to 35.4% in Nevada—include our country's
long-term (over 12 months) unemployed and discouraged.

“If You Trust The American Press, Here’s A Thought Experiment”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/05/12/if-you-trust-murdochs-fox-news-or-wsj-heres-athought-experiment
•

The current account deficits are up more than fourfold since 1989, a year of peak popular angst about
the hollowing out of America. Hell will freeze over before the Murdoch media publish a fact like
this.

“Clothing Retailers Pressed on Bangladesh Factory Safety”
www.nytimes.com/2013/05/11/business/global/clothing-retailers-pressed-on-bangladesh-factory-safety.html
•

New York City's comptroller, John C. Liu, who oversees city pension funds owning more than five
million Walmart shares, is warning the company that it risks damage to its public image unless it
does more on factory safety in Bangladesh, the world's second-largest apparel exporter after China.
Mr. Liu has been singling out Walmart in particular. “The tragedy in Bangladesh may finally bring
home the lesson to Walmart and others that they are responsible for their suppliers,” he said.

This is the same Taiwan-born John Liu whose campaign finance irregularities and federal investigations
have been reported by the same New York Times. Liu's ties to Asian “competitors” have been reported
elsewhere.
It will also be remembered that California was once a thriving manufacturer of apparel.
Etc.

680.
And The Walls Came Tumbling Down
May 13, 2013
By this evening, everyone in America will have heard today's unanimous bipartisan outrage over the IRS
targeting so-called “conservatives”—outrage being the reserve currency (or some such stuff) of partisan
politics.
Still, there is much to celebrate. Just ten days ago, I wrote:
“Income tax, particularly, is more about social control and less about government revenue than most of us
normally realize.”
So my timing was good. Now I can told you something from my 2012 candidacy speech:
“An ideal system of taxation would greatly reduce the size of the Internal Revenue Service—and the entire
income tax industry—liberating this labor force for better work.”
I'll paste the rest of my short speech on personal income tax below.*
And leave you with a question:
If a group of citizens—say, half a million or more—all refused to pay their income taxes on the same day—
say, April 15—what could their government do in response or retaliation?
—
*[FFC #198]

681.
The Twin Towers Were Hit By Airplanes
May 14, 2013
Unusual variety today. If there's a common thread, it makes the rich richer—just like everything else we
“know.”
“Essay: The Only Measurable Factor Of Executive Success Is A Large Vocabulary”
www.manufacturingnews.com
•

Three hundred high school freshman average 76 errors in the list of 150 words. Seven hundred
college freshman average 42 errors. One thousand college graduates from a wide variety of colleges
average 27 errors. College professors average 8 errors. Major business executives average 7 errors.
Major executives score higher in this English vocabulary test than any other selected group.
[Johnson O'Connor, Human Engineering Laboratory, 1934]

“Angelina Jolie Under the Knife”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/05/14/angelina-jolie-under-the-knife
•

I guess I can forgive the complete absence of awareness in your privilege-denying Op-Ed, because
after all, it's hard to understand that some Americans—yes, not only black and brown Americans, but
white ones too!—can be just as deprived as those brown people in foreign countries you're so
interested in “saving.”

“Where are the 9/11 Whistleblowers?”
www.ae911truth.org/en/news-section/41-articles/758-faq-12-where-are-the-911-whistleblowers.html
•

Whatever you believe regarding Wikileaks' real motivations, you could not find a more unreceptive
audience than founder Julian Assange, who is “constantly annoyed that people are distracted by false
conspiracies such as 9/11.” Dealing with Assange could be dangerous as well.

Most Americans are unaware that a third World Trade Center skyscraper—the 47-story Building 7—
collapsed in the same “controlled-demolition” manner on 9/11.
The twin towers were hit by airplanes.
The third—Building 7—was not.

682.
Financing Executive Pay at Public Colleges
May 15, 2013
From The Chronicle of Higher Education:
“Executive Compensation at Public Colleges, 2012 Fiscal Year”
www.chronicle.com/article/Executive-Compensation-at/139093#id=table
•

$2,906,721

Related “Leadership & Governance” articles from The Chronicle:
“4 Public-College Presidents Pass $1-Million Mark in Pay”
www.chronicle.com/article/4-Public-College-Chiefs-Pass/139189
•

College presidents, particularly those at public institutions, are all too aware of the political
ramifications of a big bump in pay. At a time when budgets are tight and tuition is rising, they can
expect some backlash when a raise makes news.

“Farewell Payout to Spanier Made Him Priciest President"
www.chronicle.com/article/Penn-States-Farewell-Payout/139191
•

A for-cause dismissal (for his handling of child-sex-abuse allegations involving a former assistant
football coach) might have jeopardized Mr. Spanier's continuing position as a tenured professor at
Penn State, where he earns $600,000 a year even though he is on paid leave and performs no
university-related duties. Upon dismissal, Mr. Spanier also received $700,000 for a one-year
sabbatical, which was not counted as part of his total compensation in The Chronicle's analysis
because it was a benefit extended to him as a professor after his presidency was terminated.

“For Many Public-College Presidents, Homes Don’t Count In Pay Packages”
www.chronicle.com/article/For-Many-Public-College/139187
•

Among university-provided homes for public-college leaders, none is worth more than Washington's,
which has a market value of $8.5 million, according to data provided by colleges for The Chronicle's
annual analysis of presidents' pay.

And this from the New York Fed:
“Household Debt and Credit: Student Debt”

www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/mediaadvisory/2013/Lee022813.pdf
•

Student loans play an increasingly important role in financing higher education. Student debt almost
tripled between 2004 and 2012 and now represents the largest form of consumer debt outside of
mortgages, surpassing auto loans and credit cards.

“Leadership & Governance”
Yup.

683.
Signs of Life: Willingness to Operate the Heavy Machinery
May 16, 2013
If we would all just take the pills, we would all just take the pills. . . .
“Transforming Diagnosis”
www.nimh.nih.gov/about/director/2013/transforming-diagnosis.shtml
•

“The strength of each of the editions of DSM has been ‘reliability’—each edition has ensured that
clinicians use the same terms in the same ways. The weakness is its lack of validity.” — Thomas R.
Insel, M.D., Director of the National Institute of Mental Health, 29 April 2013

“DCP Position Statement on Classification”
http://dcp.bps.org.uk/dcp/the_dcp/news/dcp-position-statement-on-classification.cfm
•

“At the same time it should be noted that functional psychiatric diagnoses such as schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder, personality disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, conduct disorders and
so on, due to their limited reliability and questionable validity, provide a flawed basis for evidencebased practice, research, intervention guidelines and the various administrative and non-clinical uses
of diagnosis.” — Division of Clinical Psychology, The British Psychological Society, 13 May 2013

The drug-related will respond with “statements” of their own.
The drug-resistant will inherit the earth.

684.
Why Seek Greatness in War
May 18, 2013
Interesting counterbalance to junk history and junk patriotism:
“Russia, the West and World War II”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/05/17/russia-the-west-and-world-war-ii
“Sooner or later people will have to adjust to the fact that the Soviet role was enormous and the Western role
was respectable but modest.” — Norman Davies, Europe at War 1939 - 1945: No Simple Victory
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Why, after all, should judgements about World War 2 still cause such affront now that the vast
majority of its participants are no longer living?
In [Britain and the US] a plethora of Hollywood films has under girded our perpetual fascination with
the war and sedulously promoted those myths that our sense of national pride finds so soothing.
You need only glance at the casualty figures to realise the titanic dimensions of the Soviet Union's
war and that the fate of Hitler's schemes for domination was decided in the east. Every sinew of the
nation was strained to repulse the German invader, resulting in the deaths of approximately 20 - 27
million of the USSR's citizens, a large percentage of them Russians, compared to a total of roughly
450,000 Britons killed and 420,000 Americans.
For three years between 1941 and '44, as the Anglo-American forces sidled their way across North
Africa and up the Italian peninsula, the Soviet Union was the only power directly joined in battle
against the Third Reich, and its armies continued to engage the vast bulk of Hitler's forces (over 70%)
even after the Normandy landings.
The battle of Stalingrad witnessed the destruction of the entire German 6th Army, comprising
330,000 men, and the capture of 144,000 Axis troops. This omission probably accounts for the edge
of subtle reproach with which Russians keenly question foreigners as to the causes of victory. It is
certainly responsible for breeding a number of misconceptions about the war's prosecution that have
coloured attitudes to Russia's role in world affairs ever since.
But why should people seek national greatness in war?
Above all, war remained a perennial feature of international relations, with WW2 perversely
appropriated by governments to furnish a basis for further conflicts in the supposed interests of
spreading freedom abroad.
In every former Allied country, people will continue to be entranced by the spectacle of the nation in
its “finest hour”, and states will continue to emphasise how the war illustrates signal virtues like unity
in a time of crisis and faith in the righteousness of armed force.
Indeed, the sorrowful affectations of political leaders for the dead of past conflicts and their efforts to
endow state commemorations with an atmosphere of deep emotion mask the fact that the mass
slaughter of war is underpinned by the cold, calculating processes of impersonal authority.

Writer Joseph Richardson quotes George Orwell and concludes:

“His argument contains more than a kernel of truth. Outrage against particular atrocities can obscure the fact
that war itself is an outrage. This danger is equally if not more apparent in concentrating on the supposed
heroic aspects of war: seeking to divine in the carnage some higher purpose, and dressing it in the garb of a
moral crusade. As a result of the celebratory approach to remembering WW2 favoured by the victor nations,
people are in danger of forgetting what war actually is.”

685.
Anyway, have fun with these—
May 19, 2013
Sometimes when I get to thinking “you just can't make this stuff up” it dawns on me that you can, in fact,
just make this stuff up. Almost everything we believe or think we “know” somehow manages to make the
rich richer.
Hmmm.
Of course, I don't care if the rich get richer. In fact, I want them to get richer—if all Americans get richer at
the same time.
Anyway, have fun with these—as much fun as you can have knowing that U.S. unemployment is 23.0%,
California unemployment is 30.8%, and it never had to be this way.
“Despite sequester, high-level federal executives slated to get bonuses”
www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/05/17/191611/despite-sequester-high-level-federal.html
•

The report revealed that members of the government's highly paid Senior Executive Service—who
make up less than 1 percent of the federal workforce—had received more than $340 million in
bonuses from 2008 through 2011. The bonuses came on top of annual salaries that ranged from
$119,000 to $179,000.

“Philly Fed: Manufacturing Tumbles”
www.cbsnews.com/8301-505123_162-57584821/philly-fed-manufacturing-tumbles
•

The drop in output is a result of less inventory building by companies and diminishing demand from
abroad—suggesting the U.S. is not as immune from world economic woes as some have claimed.

“Brief Statistics on China’s Import & Export in April 2013”
[Ministry of Commerce - People's Republic of China]
•

“China's export was US$ 187.06 billion, up by 14.7%, and its import was US$ 168.90 billion, up by
16.8%, with a trade surplus of US$ 18.16 million [sic].”

“Ministry of Commerce Admits ‘Abnormal Factors’ Affecting Trade Data”
[Beijing News]

•

Many institutions, including the State Information Centre, a government-backed think tank, believe
that falsified data has helped contribute to the export growth figures. Differences in mainland China
and Hong Kong's export and import statistics suggest that some local governments have transported
goods from the local special customs supervision zones to Hong Kong and then immediately sent the
goods back again in an effort to inflate overall trade figures.

“Revenge, ego and the corruption of Wikipedia”
www.salon.com/2013/05/17/revenge_ego_and_the_corruption_of_wikipedia
•

Those of us who depend on Wikipedia as a source of neutral, accurate information might find some
cause for alarm in the fact that an editor responsible for 13,000 edits believes Wikipedia is a
postmodern novel. But ironically, the closer one examines the trail of evidence left behind by
Qworty, the stronger his case seems! If truth is messy, then Wikipedia is even messier.

A postscript to yesterday's piece on World War II:
“If we see that Germany is winning we ought to help Russia and if Russia is winning we ought to help
Germany, and that way let them kill as many as possible, although I don't want to see Hitler victorious under
any circumstances. Neither of them thinks anything of their pledged word.” — Senator Harry Truman

686.
Getting Serious
May 20, 2013
We'll know we're getting serious when we start spending more on the U.S. and less on our competitors.
Until then, we deserve to suffer the future we leave behind.
But we won't, because life is not fair.
“Alan Tonelson: A small reduction in imports would yield great benefits for Michigan economy”
www.freep.com/article/20130516/OPINION05/305160092/Import-products-Japan-Trade-deal
•

Contrary to widespread claims of a U.S. manufacturing renaissance, domestic industry keeps losing
ground to foreign rivals in the market they know best and need the most: their own national backyard.

“Best 2013 Total Quality Vehicles; Winners May Surprise You”
www.strategicvision.com/pdf/auto_2013_tqa_release.pdf
•

It is clear that domestic manufacturers restated their position in some very competitive segments. For
the first time in over a decade, the study found more domestic winners than imports.

See again:
“New Auto Index Redefines ‘American-Made’ Cars”
www.kogodnow.com/autoindex
And:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
And:
Please consider getting serious before 2016:

687.
Copyright June 19, 2008
May 20, 2013
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
— from “Dollar to the Giant”

688.
Encouraged By a Recent Survey
May 21, 2013
I’m encouraged by a recent survey showing 88% of Americans do not—I repeat: do not—believe that
“shape-shifting reptilian people control our world by taking on human form and gaining political power to
manipulate our societies”:
www.publicpolicypolling.com/pdf/2011/PPP_Release_National_ConspiracyTheories_040213.pdf
I’m sure this must indicate some improvement since Gallup showed 79% of Americans do not believe the
Sun revolves around the Earth.
Today—and why should today be any different?—I’m thinking about Americans who spend their money on
foreign goods and spend their time on domestic economic concerns.
(Wealthy multinational) U.S. Senate investigators and their (wealthy multinational) media are now busy
telling us the (wealthy multinational) people at Apple Inc. aren’t paying enough U.S. income tax.
Something stinks, of course, but we can do more than just roll around in it.
We can demand their attention and then appeal to their patriotism and morality.
Yes, it does sound silly.
If I were King—bear with me a moment—I would revoke Apple’s patent protection here in the United
States. When manufacturers use Americans’ money—government-funded research, technology, subsidies,
amenities, laws, loans, military cover—they have an obligation to Americans. Why should they be allowed
to offshore outsource—worse yet, with their designs protected in the marketplace they’ve betrayed? Of
course, this is a slippery slope, and it wouldn’t be long before I encouraged every American to compete with
offshore producers by manufacturing here in the U.S.—on my terms, of course. The benefits to our economy
would greatly exceed anything a gazillion Apples could ever pay in U.S. taxes.
It’s not likely I will soon be King—nor is it likely any lawmaker will soon realize our laws are supposed to
protect our people—but I see no reason for despair. With so many Americans now rejecting the political
power of shape-shifting reptiles, it can’t be long before we reject globalization as well.

689.
Keynes, Reality Checks, Reminders
May 22, 2013
“But if you owed us no money, if we had never owned your land, if the exchange of goods were on a scale
which made the question one of minor importance to the producers of both countries, it would be much
easier to be friends. I sympathize, therefore, with those who would minimise, rather than with those
who would maximise, economic entanglement between nations. Ideas, knowledge, science, hospitality,
travel—these are the things which should of their nature be international. But let goods be homespun
whenever it is reasonably and conveniently possible, and, above all, let finance be primarily national.
Yet, at the same time, those who seek to disembarrass a country of its entanglements should be very slow
and wary. It should not be a matter of tearing up roots but of slowly training a plant to grow in a different
direction. For these strong reasons, therefore, I am inclined to the belief that, after the transition is
accomplished, a greater measure of national self-sufficiency and economic isolation between countries,
than existed in 1914, may tend to serve the cause of peace rather than otherwise. At any rate the age
of economic internationalism was not particularly successful in avoiding war; and if its friends retort
that the imperfection of its success never gave it a fair chance, it is reasonable to point out that a
greater success is scarcely probable in the coming years.”
— John Maynard Keynes in his April 19, 1933 lecture “National Self-Sufficiency”
— quoted, also, in my September 11, 2011 effort:
“OK, I'll say something about the President’s jobs speech”
[FFC #148]
— which I'll double-dog dare you to read again.
And finally:
“Barrington store sells only U.S.-made items”
www.nwherald.com/mobile/article.xml/articles/2013/05/03/8be31f1dadcb4519893a202cb28891c4/index.xm
l
•

“That's why she's successful,” Norton's employee Kathleen Vorhies said of Leydig. “She goes the
extra mile.”

Good idea.

690.
Preventing the Final Concentration
May 23, 2013
It's important to know they need us more than we need them—and important to keep it this way. Just try to
imagine the unimaginable consequences.
Yesterday, the NYT told us:
“U.S. Retailers See Big Risk in Safety Plan for Factories in Bangladesh”
www.nytimes.com/2013/05/23/business/legal-experts-debate-us-retailers-risks-of-signing-bangladeshaccord.html
Which shouldn't surprise anyone.
Try to imagine being a stereotypical CEO. The easy money is in global outsourcing. Decision made, it
remains that foreign countries can be dangerous places for enterprising Americans, so you'd want some kind
of guarantee before you close your American factories and fire your American workers. A trade agreement
would mean your offshore investment is protected by the U.S. Government, your shipments protected by the
U.S. Navy—all at the expense of U.S. taxpayers, some freshly unemployed. Not being a stupid CEO, you
would never risk doing business with competitors and adversaries, nor would you build a factory on enemy
soil, without a solid military and diplomatic commitment from your Uncle Sam.
Easy money.
“Koch Media’s Megaphone and the IRS ‘Scandal’”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/05/koch-medias-megaphone-and-the-irs-scandal
Tight, interesting report from Martens, though I don't share the usual contempt for Citizens United.
More than 96% of Americans never invest one single penny, nor one minute of their time, in political
campaigns—and fewer than 0.25 of 1% invest more than $200.
Mostly, we complain about Americans who do more than complain.
We love to tell people “you get what you pay for”—but we've become people who expect everything for
free.
So, yeah, I guess you really do get what you pay for.

691.
Victoria, Pope Francis, et al.
May 24, 2013
First, the secular news:
“Were the Victorians cleverer than us?”
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160289613000470
•

Psychometric meta-analysis reveals an IQ decline of -14.1 points between 1889 and 2004. This is the
first direct measurement of a probable dysgenic trend in general intelligence.

And now the secular news:
“Atheists are good if they do good, Pope Francis says”
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/05/22/uk-pope-atheists-idUKBRE94L0V120130522
•

He told the story of a Catholic who asked a priest if even atheists had been redeemed by Jesus.
“Even them, everyone,” the pope answered, according to Vatican Radio. “We all have the duty to do
good. Just do good and we'll find a meeting point.”

“Caritas in Veritate”
www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-inveritate_en.html
•

Paul VI invited people to give serious attention to the damage that can be caused to one's home
country by the transfer abroad of capital purely for personal advantage.

“Address of Pope Francis to the New Non-Resident Ambassadors to the Holy See”
www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/may/documents/papa-francesco_20130516_nuoviambasciatori_en.html
•

•

The majority of the men and women of our time continue to live daily in situations of insecurity, with
dire consequences. Certain pathologies are increasing, with their psychological consequences; fear
and desperation grip the hearts of many people, even in the so-called rich countries; the joy of life is
diminishing; indecency and violence are on the rise; poverty is becoming more and more evident.
People have to struggle to live and, frequently, to live in an undignified way.
In circumstances like these, solidarity, which is the treasure of the poor, is often considered
counterproductive, opposed to the logic of finance and the economy. While the income of a minority
is increasing exponentially, that of the majority is crumbling. This imbalance results from ideologies

•

which uphold the absolute autonomy of markets and financial speculation, and thus deny the right of
control to States, which are themselves charged with providing for the common good. A new,
invisible and at times virtual, tyranny is established, one which unilaterally and irremediably imposes
its own laws and rules. Moreover, indebtedness and credit distance countries from their real
economy and citizens from their real buying power. Added to this, as if it were needed, is
widespread corruption and selfish fiscal evasion which have taken on worldwide dimensions. The
will to power and of possession has become limitless.
I encourage the financial experts and the political leaders of your countries to consider the words of
Saint John Chrysostom: “Not to share one's goods with the poor is to rob them and to deprive them of
life. It is not our goods that we possess, but theirs.”

“It is not our goods that we possess, but theirs.”
And therein lies the difference between wealth creation and wealth transfer.
Amen.

692.
Memorial Day: We’ve Been Here Before
May 25, 2013
This Memorial Day, let us mourn the death of memory as we exult in the memory of death.
Economist J.M. Keynes in 1933:
“We are pacifist to-day with so much strength of conviction that, if the economic internationalist could win
this point, he would soon recapture our support. But it does not to-day seem obvious that a great
concentration of national effort on the capture of foreign trade, that the penetration of a country's economic
structure by the resources and the influence of foreign capitalists, that a close dependence of our own
economic life on the fluctuating economic policies of foreign countries are safeguards and assurances of
international peace. It is easier, in the light of experience and foresight, to argue quite the contrary.”
— National Self-Sufficiency www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/30094997
Major General S.D. Butler in 1935:
“Yes, all over, nations are camping in their arms. The mad dogs of Europe are on the loose. In the Orient
the maneuvering is more adroit. Back in 1904, when Russia and Japan fought, we kicked out our old friends
the Russians and backed Japan. Then our very generous international bankers were financing Japan. Now
the trend is to poison us against the Japanese. What does the “open door” policy to China mean to us? Our
trade with China is about $90,000,000 a year. Or the Philippine Islands? We have spent about $600,000,000
in the Philippines in thirty-five years and we (our bankers and industrialists and speculators) have private
investments there of less than $200,000,000. Then, to save that China trade of about $90,000,000, or to
protect these private investments of less than $200,000,000 in the Philippines, we would be all stirred up to
hate Japan and go to war—a war that might well cost us tens of billions of dollars, hundreds of thousands of
lives of Americans, and many more hundreds of thousands of physically maimed and mentally unbalanced
men.” — War Is A Racket www.archive.org/details/WarIsARacket
Butler, 1935:
“The Japanese, a proud people, of course will be pleased beyond expression to see the United States fleet so
close to Nippon's shores. Even as pleased as would be the residents of California were they to dimly discern
through the morning mist, the Japanese fleet playing at war games off Los Angeles.” — War Is A Racket
Butler, 1935:
“In the World War, we used propaganda to make the boys accept conscription. They were made to feel
ashamed if they didn't join the army. So vicious was this propaganda that even God was brought into it.
With few exceptions our clergymen joined in the clamor to kill, kill, kill. To kill the Germans. God is on
our side; it is His will that the Germans be killed. And in Germany, the good pastors called upon the
Germans to kill the allies to please the same God.” — War Is A Racket

The reader is reminded, this Memorial Day weekend, that after being divided North Korea saw a significant
percentage of its civilian population killed by American soldiers and weapons: Korean War Educator
www.koreanwar-educator.org/topics/casualties/p_casualties_korean_chinese.htm
Who are the madmen?

693.
Clicking Around Korea
May 26, 2013
Clicking around South Korea, our new partner in free trade:
“Top civil servants’ wealth averages 1.8 billion won”
www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20130524000491
•

The Friday's list, however, did not include Finance Minister Hyun Oh-Seok, Health and Welfare
Minister Chin Young and three other Cabinet members whose assets were disclosed in the previous
report in March. Hyun and Chin reportedly hold assets worth 4.17 billion won and 3.84 billion won,
respectively.

“As they enter adulthood, South Korea’s young burdened by debt”
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_national/581793.html
•

After joining the workforce in low-paying jobs, recent graduates face legal action over repayment of
student loans.

“Why Korea’s Middle Class Is Collapsing”
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2013/04/16/2013041601219.html
•

Productivity of major manufacturers increased 9.3 percent on average annually from 1995 to 2010,
but their overseas production also rose from 6.7 percent in 2005 to 16.7 percent in 2010, resulting in
an average 2 percent fall a year in domestic hiring.

“Abe tempts God’s vengeance”
http://koreajoongangdaily.joinsmsn.com/news/article/article.aspx?aid=2971836
•
•

God often borrows the hand of a human to punish the evil deeds of men. The cruelest form of
punishment would be a full-scale air strike against crimes against humanity.
God may feel that retaliation against Japan hasn't been complete.

“Seoul plans to purchase U.S. weapons worth $800 million”
www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20130526000184
•

Seoul has notified Washington of its intention to purchase weapons systems worth $800 million to be
mounted on its new fleet of warplanes should a U.S. fighter be picked for its 8.3-trillion-won ($7.4

billion) acquisition project. Last month, Seoul made a separate request to purchase Lockheed
Martin's F-35 stealth fighter or Boeing's F-15 Silent Eagle.
“NK shows no signs of giving up nukes”
www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2013/05/485_136360.html
•

Rather, it called South Korean efforts to denuclearize the Korean Peninsula “reckless.”

People's Daily is communist Chinese, not South Korean, but I can't resist including this editorial note from
their new “Immoral and Dishonest Americans” series:
•

Most Chinese people think that Americans are honest, reliable, and righteous. But once you live in
the country for a while, you may discover the descriptions above are a bit misleading. Today's topic,
“The Dishonest Americans Series”, does not refer to all Americans. We want to unveil some
incidents and Americans we have encountered, so to provide a more objective picture of what the US
and Americans are really like.

People's Daily: “When encountered any unjustifiable or unreasonable matters, Chinese people must voice
out and stand firm.”
Against American bullies, that is. Anyway, here's the communist Chinese link:
http://english.people.com.cn/90882/8257734.html
But I wouldn't click on it. It's a communist Chinese link.
You see? Some things are worth fighting for.
The trick is in knowing what.

694.
Emotional Stress and Macroeconomics
May 28, 2013
Consider the impossibility of evaluating emotional stress apart from macroeconomics.
Once upon a time, not very long ago, one paycheck could easily support a (much happier, much healthier)
middle-class American family. We took it all for granted, so the global economy—the financiers with their
foreign wars—mobilized to take it all away. By 1976, our trade surpluses became unrelenting trade losses—
in the trillions—and middle-class American sensibilities were relegated to the television rerun. Equal Rights
notwithstanding, American women who entered the workforce at economic gunpoint didn't feel very
liberated, certainly not on company time.
Anyone who says we can never return to our historical widespread prosperity, to the joys of a real economy
and easy opportunity—and yes, more full-time moms—is not to be trusted. Their philosophy, upon closer
examination and though difficult to detect, is one of insidious genocide.
From Social Science & Medicine, July 2013:
“Higher-status occupations and breast cancer: A life-course stress approach”
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953613002311
•

Using 1957 - 2011 data, we explore the effects of occupation in 1975 on breast cancer incidence.
Women in professional occupations had 72% - 122% and women in managerial occupations 57% 89% greater risk of a breast cancer diagnosis than did housewives and women in lower-status
occupations. About 20% of the effect of professional occupations was explained by the estrogen
pathway. We suggest that the assertion of job authority involved stressful interpersonal experiences
that may have promoted breast cancer development via prolonged dysregulation of the glucocorticoid
system and chronically elevated cortisol. The paradoxical association between higher-status
occupations and elevated breast cancer risk presents a challenge to the consistent health advantage of
higher social class.

Like the many layers of an onion—here in my pages are contained, peeled, and slowly revealed the true
nature of our nation's affairs.
It's time for the masses to get off of their asses.

695.
Be the Pork You Wish to See in the World
May 29, 2013
Selling American assets to foreigners is not “exporting.”
How do these people think this story is going to end?
“China’s Shuanghui to buy Smithfield Foods for $4.7 billion”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/29/us-shuanghui-idUSBRE94S0K920130529
•

The transaction would be the largest Chinese takeover of a U.S. company—financed by a
combination of cash, debt rollover, and a commitment from Morgan Stanley.

Morgan Stanley is serving as financial advisor to Shuanghui.
Morgan Stanley, at $135 billion, was the #3 recipient of U.S. taxpayer-provided bailout funds. Mitsubishi
UFJ Financial Group, at 22%, is Morgan Stanley's #1 shareholder.
From Shuanghui-International.com:
Shuanghui “privatized” in 2006 with an investment from an international group including:
•
•
•
•
•

Goldman Sachs
CDH Investments — manages China's National Social Security
New Horizon — owned by Temesek of Singapore and SBI Holdings of Japan
Kerry Group — Ireland
Temesek — owned by the government of Singapore

Shuanghui's directors include:
•

•

Chou David Tse Young, Director of Shuanghui International Holdings, Ltd., also a partner and
managing director of Goldman Sachs, currently overseeing Goldman's direct investment effort in
Greater China. Chou holds an MBA in finance from the University of Chicago.
Yang Zhijun, Managing Director of Shuanghui International Holdings, Ltd. and today's point man,
holds an EMBA from the University of Iowa.

Smithfield brands include:
www.smithfieldfoods.com/our-brands
•
•

Smithfield
Eckrich

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Farmland
Armour
Cook's
Gwaltney
John Morrell
Kretschmar
Curly's
Carando
Margherita
Healthy Ones

I've added these to my “wild horses couldn't drag me” list of things I wouldn't buy if they were giving them
away for free.
This is a blessing in disguise. I love pork and I'm old enough to remember what it tasted like before pigs had
to compete with chickens as “the other white meat.”
Skip the factory stuff. Hold out for the good stuff.
You are what you eat.
Be the pork you wish to see in the world.

696.
More—& 10 More
May 30, 2013
History doesn't record what doesn't happen. This can sound trite, but it's worth thinking about.
Nobody knows one way or the other how much damage—or evil—we've been able to prevent.
We will never receive any recognition for what doesn't happen. We will never be paid any money for what
doesn't happen.
This discourages most people. Some, I suspect, never realize true greatness for lack of incentive, but of
course I can't know this for sure. History doesn't record what is not attempted.
In “Dollar to the Giant” I wrote:
“. . . steel cages hit our shores in a flood. And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our
children's blood.”
I desperately wanted to be wrong.
On a much-needed run through the woods, some much-needed oxygen finally hit my brain and so I
remembered another Smithfield meat grinder: Patrick Cudahy. A few minutes on the Web and I found nine
more Smithfield brands for my boycott list:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Farms (pet products)
Animal Planet (pet products)
Esskay
Krakus
Lykes
Mash's
Patrick Cudahy
Premium Pet Health
Sunnyland
Valleydale

Reluctant as I am to believe the war industry, and now with that “Pivot to Asia” nonsense, I should juxtapose
the Smithfield story with:
“Confidential report lists U.S. weapons system designs compromised by Chinese cyberspies”
www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/confidential-report-lists-us-weapons-system-designscompromised-by-chinese-cyberspies/2013/05/27/a42c3e1c-c2dd-11e2-8c3b-0b5e9247e8ca_story.html

•

“This is billions of dollars of combat advantage for China. They've just saved themselves 25 years of
research and development.”

I hope you smell a rat(s).
And I hope you keep doing what needs to be done. Or keep something terrible from being done. Or
something.
Just try. If everybody just tried, we wouldn't be having this conversation—and I wouldn't be having
nightmares about China's long-term plans to feed all those mouths American food.

697.
They are not clean: they are only shaved and starched.
May 30, 2013
“They are not dignified: they are only fashionably dressed. . . .”
“Median CEO pay rises to $9.7 million in 2012” — AP analysis
http://news.yahoo.com/median-ceo-pay-rises-9-7-million-2012-140929036.html
•
•
•

Five of the 10 highest-paid CEOs were from the media and entertainment industry.
Over the past five years, the amount of compensation that comes from stock has risen from 31.7
percent to 44.3 percent.
Changing the pay structure has hardly silenced the critics. They say formulas for stock awards, for
example, can drive CEOs to focus on short-term results.

“Building China’s economy instead of ours” — former U.S. Senator and South Carolina Governor Ernest
F. Hollings
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/13.0130.chinaseconomy.htm
•

•

•
•

•

The President and Congress can easily establish a “business environment attractive enough for
countries to come back” by enforcing our trade laws to protect production and by eliminating the 35
percent Corporate Income Tax which is not rebated on exports and replacing it with a 7 percent Value
Added Tax which is rebated. This closes all loopholes, giving instant tax reform.
2011 Corporate Income Tax produced $181.1 billion in revenues whereas a 7 percent VAT for 2011
would have produced $872 billion. This tax cut releases over $1 trillion in offshore profits to be
repatriated tax free by Corporate America to invest and produce millions of jobs. It gives small
business a break.
I've sent Vice President Biden the VAT tax cut so the President would know and to each of the
Senators, Republican and Democrat. But the VAT tax cut is treated as “top secret.”
Wall Street, the big banks, and Corporate America want to keep the China profits flowing so they
contribute to the President and Congress to do nothing and the President and Congress do nothing.
It's amazing.
The political pundits, Matthews, Scarborough, O'Reilly et al. constantly looking for controversy—not
a peep about competing in globalization; not a peep about creating an attractive environment to bring
Corporate America home; not a peep about the VAT tax cut or enforcing our trade laws; not a peep
about building China's economy instead of ours.

“Perpetual War—and Obama’s Perpetual Con Game” — BAR executive editor Glen Ford
www.BlackAgendaReport.com/content/Perpetual-War-%E2%80%93-and-Obama%E2%80%99s-PerpetualCon-Game

•
•

Magically, he redefined the U.S. war on terror out of existence (in perpetuity) by breaking the
conflict down to its daily, constituent parts.
The Congress can do nothing—a very likely outcome—and Obama can pretend to be the reluctant,
self-restrained global assassin, preventive detainer, and regime changer for the rest of his term.

“. . . and not truthful at all—liars every one of them, to the very backbone of their souls.” — G.B. Shaw

698.
Which is Better: $181.10 or $872 even?
May 31, 2013
Washington and Wall Street are out of touch with Main Street.
If they don't know our feelings, they don't know our anger.
Main Street is a powder keg.
Washington and Wall Street are so out of touch with Main Street—
They don't even know.
(Is this bad?)
“Actual US Poverty Twice Official Figure”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=767&Itemid=74&jumival=10244
•

•

The official poverty statistic comes from a measure that was created in the early 1960s. It was kind
of considered a placeholder because the federal government just wanted some way to measure
poverty and basically took a very low-cost food plan and multiplied it by 3. So that has been the
measure over all this time, about fifty years now.
When you think about what people actually need to meet their basic needs, you recognize that it's
more like twice the poverty line—that 1 in 3 Americans is actually poor.

Some of yesterday's bullet points were so well received, I'll repeat them here—along with Hollings's original
article.
Read it. You'll love it.

699.
Another Globalist Unemployment Record
June 1, 2013
We the People blame “the system” without realizing that we are “the system.” We do not live outside the
system. The thing we blame is what happens to the system when the system loses interest in itself. The
thing we blame cannot happen without our permission, either expressed or implied.
“Euro area unemployment rate at 12.2%—April 2013”
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-31052013-BP/EN/3-31052013-BP-EN.PDF
•
•
•
•
•

EA17 unemployment: 12.2%—up from 11.2% in April 2012
Youth (under 25): 24.4%—up from 22.6%
Cyprus: 15.6%—up from 11.2%
Germany: 5.4%—down from 5.5%
EU27 total unemployed: 26,588,000—up +1,673,000 from April 2012

Offshore outsourcing concentrates wealth: the rich get richer; and working- and middle-class jobs disappear
with the real economy.
A person who earns $10 million per year does not purchase ten times as many products as a person who
earns only $1 million per year.

700.
Bourgeois Pigs Make the Best Sausage
June 2, 2013
China—directly or indirectly—will pay American executives as much as it takes for as long as it takes.
And then? Well, in the case of this Smithfield deal, I guess we'll find out if bourgeois pigs really do make
the best sausages.
“Smithfield Bosses to Get $85.4 Million from Chinese Deal”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-05-31/smithfield-bosses-to-get-85-4-million-from-chinese-deal.html
•
•

•
•

•

Five executives who run one of the worst-performing large U.S. food makers are set to reap at least
$85.4 million from its sale.
CEO C. Larry Pope owns stock valued at $25.4 million based on the $34-per-share offer price. Pope
would also get $11 million for his share options—according to a proxy filing which based its
calculation on the company changing hands on April 29, 2012 when the stock was 38 percent lower
than the price Shuanghui agreed to last week.
Smithfield senior managers will stay on after the takeover—this despite Smithfield having posted a
negative return of 18 percent in the five years through March 28.
If their employment is terminated during the takeover or within two years of this change of
ownership, the executives stand to reap even more. Total compensation and share sales would be at
least $126.4 million.
Last year, Smithfield's CEO, COO, CFO, and chairman were together the second-highest paid group
of senior managers in the U.S. food industry.

I will fondly remember them, a gang of four.
By the way, what about all those dead pigs in Chinese rivers? Wouldn't it be interesting if some inscrutable
bureaucrat has known all along what killed them?

701.
A Phenomenon Less Visible But More Disturbing
June 2, 2013
The good news is, it's not like we don't know what to do about any of this.
“New Trade Revolution” — a review of China’s Silent Army: The Pioneers, Traders, Fixers and Workers
Who Are Remaking the World in Beijing’s Image
www.literaryreview.co.uk/dikotter_12_12.php
•
•
•

The authors spent two years travelling through twenty-five countries, capturing the voices of the
ordinary people who are at the heart of China's current expansion.
The conclusion of their fieldwork is that Chinese companies abroad simply reproduce the same
labour pattern that has been in force in the People's Republic for the last thirty years.
Banks, corporations and diplomats collaborate to implement commands from the Communist Party,
forming a powerful alliance that is unique to China.

“China’s Economic Empire” — in today’s edition of our “newspaper of record”
www.nytimes.com/2013/06/02/opinion/sunday/chinas-economic-empire.html
•

•
•

Europeans and Americans tend to fret over Beijing's assertiveness in the South China Sea, its
territorial disputes with Japan, and cyberattacks on Western firms, but all of this is much less
important than a phenomenon that is less visible but more disturbing: the aggressive worldwide push
of Chinese state capitalism.
By buying mainly natural resources and food, China is ensuring that two of the country's economic
engines—urbanization and the export sector—are securely supplied with the needed resources.
It is important to remember what is really behind China's economic expansion: the state. There is
grave danger that Western countries will, out of economic need, end up playing by Beijing's rules.

I'm getting curiouser and curiouser about this Smithfield ham deal.
Are most citizens of the People's Republic familiar with the taste and texture of American pork products?
Are the taste, texture, or cost of a pig affected by what the pig eats?

702.
If We Were Not Corrupt, They Would Not Be Corrupt
June 3, 2013
“Politicians are corrupt.”
By what right do citizens who have so thoroughly abrogated the responsibilities of their citizenship say that
politicians are corrupt?
If we were not corrupt, they would not be corrupt.
“Obama’s Covert Trade Deal”
www.nytimes.com/2013/06/03/opinion/obamas-covert-trade-deal.html
•

This covert approach is a major problem because the agreement is more than just a trade deal. Only 5
of its 29 chapters cover traditional trade matters, like tariffs or quotas. The others impose parameters
on nontrade policies. Existing and future American laws must be altered to conform with these
items, or trade sanctions can be imposed against American exports.

“Starving in China”
www.newcriterion.com/articles.cfm/Starving-in-China-7629
•

Astonishingly, China's food warehouses were full during this entire period; grain, as well as pork and
egg exports to the rest of the world, continued. Had even half of grain reserves been released, no one
would have died.

Also in The New Criterion is Donald Kagan's farewell speech, which I'll include because wise old people are
a resource, and Kagan's advice is exceptionally rich. It does seem to be missing, however, some of that
quality I admire most in wise old people.
“Ave atque vale”
www.newcriterion.com/articles.cfm/Ave-atque-vale-7653
•

Having little or no sense of the human experience through the ages, of what has been tried, of what
has succeeded and what has failed, of what is the price of cherishing some values as opposed to
others, or of how values relate to one another, they leap from acting as though anything is possible,
without cost, to despairing that nothing is possible.

Every so often, I'll meet a wise young person who can see the forest for the trees. I think the trees somehow
represent ego. For sure, not every old person is wise, and not many experts can see the forest.

703.
Trade Report; Bubbles & Links
June 4, 2013
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—April 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $40.3 billion in April from
$37.1 billion (revised) in March, as imports increased more than exports.
Our goods deficit with the EU increased 25.3 percent from March to April.
Our goods deficit with China increased 34.8 percent from March to April.
Our goods deficit with one country—an adversary—represented 39.4 percent of our entire goods
deficit, including petroleum.

“Behind the Rise in House Prices, Wall Street Buyers”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2013/06/03/behind-the-rise-in-house-prices-wall-street-buyers
•

Blackstone has bought some 26,000 homes in nine states. Colony Capital already owns 10,000
properties.

Beware the bubbles, and please remember that neither Blackstone nor Colony are strangers to the Chinese
government.

704.
When the oranges have released their final drops. . . .
June 5, 2013
Today is one of those days I could just shake everyone, shake them until they finally wake up and smell the
coffee. Yesterday's coffee would do just fine. At least we'd get past the childish denial that it could never
happen in our lifetime and it could never happen here.
It has already happened here, it continues to happen here, and unless we stand up here, we're going down.
You don't need a crystal ball to see that we're being crushed by wealthy forces—I say “wealthy” rather than
“powerful” because we are so (very) numerous and they are so (very, very) few. Their money is only as
powerful as our ignorance will allow.
The gold standard is for anachronists; chartalism, for schoolboys. The U.S. dollar is based on The Ignorance
Standard. Wealthy forces, foreign and domestic, bank on ignorance as the world's most valuable
commodity.
We, in turn, see the wealthy forces however they want us to see them, to the extent that our ignorance
determines the veracity and success of their information and disinformation.
In exchange for temporary comfort, we're enlisting in their economy of wealth transfer, the tools of which
are the tools of deadly inequality. Financial markets, housing bubbles, offshore outsourcing—these are the
tools. Not factories. No farms. Nothing economically productive. Nothing to create the new wealth we
need to replenish what's been transferred away.
When the oranges have released their final drops, their rinds will be discarded, or fed to hogs.

705.
Fun with VATs; Fun with MDs
June 6, 2013
In one “detached” editorial, The New York Times manages to tell us more about its readers and special
interests:
“No Replacement for Corporate Income Taxes”
www.nytimes.com/2013/05/31/opinion/no-replacement-for-corporate-taxes.html
(Link provided for your reference only.)
On the other hand, this eye-opening map by American economist Greg Autry—no detached coward, he—is
genuinely helpful:

Red countries have VATs. Blue countries do not have VATs. Obviously, VATs are ridiculous or more
countries would be using them.
And now the knockout punch from a 91-year-old former U.S. senator and S.C. governor with nothing to lose:
“The value-added tax”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/13.0605.vat.htm
•
•

150 countries compete in globalization with a Value Added Tax that's rebated on exports.
Not having a VAT is killing manufacture in the U.S.

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

CBO estimates that the 35% Corporate Tax produced revenues in 2012 of $242 billion. A 7% VAT
in 2012 would have produced $922 billion. Eliminating the Corporate Tax frees $2 trillion in
offshore profits for Corporate America to repatriate tax free, create millions of jobs, and start
rebuilding our economy.
Trade laws must be enforced. We lost 1/3 of our manufacture in the ten year period 2001 - 2010.
Contributions! Washington is uptight for contributions. Wall Street, the big banks, and Corporate
America want to keep the China profits flowing and contribute to pay the President and Congress not
to even mention a VAT. The VAT has no loopholes and Corporate America doesn't want to increase
the cost of their China imports 7%.
Even Lyndon Johnson with his “Great Society” spending gave Richard Nixon a balanced budget.
Today the Congress relaxes because it only has to borrow $642 billion? I served on the Senate
Budget Committee for 30 years and an annual deficit of $642 billion would have panicked us in the
other direction. The economy has been stimulated $10 trillion in the past twelve years. Enough
stimulation. And enough ten year plans. It's time we stop borrowing, adopt a VAT, and pay for
government.
The economists, the political pundits, the Congress won't acknowledge that the problem is that we are
offshoring jobs as fast as we are creating them.
Wall Street, the big banks, and Corporate America continue to develop China's economy but oppose
developing or protecting the economy of the United States.
They contribute to the President and Congress to do nothing. So the President and Congress do
nothing.

In a different (yet still American) arena, here's a guy doing something we need more of:
“South Portland doctor stops accepting insurance, posts prices online”
www.bangordailynews.com/2013/05/27/news/portland/south-portland-doctor-stops-accepting-insuranceposts-prices-online
•
•

•
•

“I'm freed up to do what I think is right for the patients,” said Dr. Michael Ciampi
Even with the loss of some patients, Ciampi expects his practice to perform just as well financially, if
not better, than before he ditched insurance. The new approach will likely attract new patients who
are self-employed, lack insurance or have high-deductible plans, he said, because Ciampi has slashed
his prices.
Ciampi collects payment at the end of the visit, freeing him of the time and costs associated with
sending bills.
“If more doctors were able to do this, that would be real heath care reform. That's when we'd see the
cost of medicine truly go down.”

Physicians with any business sense at all—they are strangely few—will consider Ciampi's model before their
jobs, too, are sacrificed to the “forces” of the “free market.”

706.
A Rumination of Rates
June 7, 2013
As a country, what do we need more than anything? Money. Sounds a bit unphilosophical, but with enough
new wealth, most of our troubles would disappear. So, you see, it makes perfect sense that today a news
article about the U.S.-China summit would spend more time talking about the Feds invading our privacy. It
also makes perfect sense that the “Obama” administration seems to be doing everything it can to guarantee a
“Republican” “victory” in 2016—“Obama” in quotation marks because he's only a puppet of the
multinationals; “Republican” and “victory” in quotation marks because the same bankers and offshore
producers own both political parties, so nothing substantial would change. In fact, nothing substantial has
changed in three decades. We get their distractions. They get our money.
For a while, the Internet promised access to “transparent” information so that we could do some of our own
thinking, arrive at our own conclusions. For the “government” (ahem) the risks here are problematic, but the
solution is not:
Simply change the information.
Impossible, however, for the bureaucrat to improve is the data we collect every day, just living and looking
around: vacancies, board-ups, quiet cash registers, our personal finances, a country falling apart. Our
common experience undermines the official story.
Today, the BLS is reporting a May unemployment rate of 7.6%—up from April's 7.5%, and seasonally
adjusted.
(The BLS report stresses and repeats that our situation is “unchanged”—and yes, I can understand how it
might be a little tacky to call a lot of attention to American unemployment while we're entertaining such nice
visitors from China.)
Not seasonally adjusted, unemployment went from 7.1% to 7.3%. Table B-1 will be happy to give you the
details of 885,000 new jobs added in May—187,500 in “Food services and drinking places” alone. Later
today, ShadowStats will release their SGS unemployment calculation, which will include our long-term
unemployed and discouraged, will be 22.9% or 23.0% (seasonally adjusted), and will continue to warn of the
worst unemployment this country has seen since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
Not that anyone in power knows or cares what unemployment feels like, if they do understand where it's
taking us. And while their May unemployment report can in no way be interpreted as good news, I can't help
wondering what the insiders think about it. Today's “unchanged” uptick in unemployment accomplishes
more than your typical distraction of a non-event, it allows the Federal Reserve to keep printing money for
its friends.
Roll on, Columbia. Roll on.

707.
More on Unemployment and It Ain’t Pretty
June 8, 2013
As a postscript to last Thursday's mailing, I'll ask our doctors, lawyers, and other high-income professionals
to consider whether their jobs, especially, are vulnerable to foreign competitors and institutional greed—and
it's all just a matter of timing.
Shadow Government Statistics on yesterday's jobs report:
“No. 531: May Employment and Unemployment, Money Supply M3”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-531-may-employment-and-unemployment-money-supply-m3
•

SGS unemployment rate: 23.0%—still the worst U.S. unemployment since the 1930s

Paul Craig Roberts, former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Economic Policy:
“Another Phony Jobs Report From A Government That Lies About Everything”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2013/06/07/another-phony-jobs-report-from-a-government-that-lies-abouteverything-paul-craig-roberts
•
•

•

•

For a decade this has been the jobs profile of the “world's most powerful economy.” It is the jobs
profile of third world India 40 years ago.
The US now has more hotel maids, bartenders, and waitresses than it has manufacturing workers.
The US has twice as many people employed in government than in manufacturing. The services of
maids, bartenders, waitresses, and government cannot be exported. Therefore, the US trade deficit
remains large and without exports to reduce it, a crisis in itself. What the BLS trade reports have
been telling us for many years is that the US economy is in crisis, in a death-spiral. Yet, not a
handful of economists' voices have been raised.
The same government that lies about weapons of mass destruction, Saddam Hussein's al-Qaeda
connections, Iranian nukes, and so on, also lies about jobs, the unemployment rate, the inflation rate,
rigs every financial and commodity market, pretends that terrorism is such a threat that the US
Constitution must be set aside and that Americans are safer without the protection of habeas corpus
and due process.
The Amerika that exists today has more in common with Nazi Germany than with the America in
which I grew up. The young don't know any different. But those my age realize that we have lost
our country. America no longer exists.

The astute young reader will notice that despite the overt pessimism, Dr. Roberts is still fighting and still
standing.

708.
Dear President Xi: “It’s time to cut out the middlemen.”
June 9, 2013
Dear President Xi,
You're wasting time and it's costing you money. It's time to cut out the middlemen.
I know this has been the plan all along—“China Direct” shopping malls and superstores across the USA—
but you're being way too cautious. You don't need our middlemen any more. Now is the time to make your
play.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Americans don't care where they buy their brand-name merchandise.
Americans do, however, care how much they pay for their brand-name merchandise.
Americans are ready to embrace China Direct.
If you play your cards right—that is, if Americans understand that cutting out the middleman means
lower prices to the consumer—they'll roll up their sleeves and help you with the transition.
This would be a great photo op, especially if China Direct is seen as a jobs creator.
Surely, by now, Americans have proved to your satisfaction that they never understand the
consequences of their actions.

In time, of course, your definition of “middlemen” will include American companies that manufacture in
China, but right now let's focus on the obvious. Companies like Walmart have served their purpose and are
no longer a needed or justifiable expense.
I'm sure they knew this day was coming, and if you play your cards right, you'll get their buildings for
pennies on the dollar.
Yours truly,

709.
If you’re really worried about your privacy. . . .
June 10, 2013
China manufactures most of our computers, cell phones, telecom infrastructure—the actual tools used to spy
on American citizens.
China is in an excellent position to spy on us. China has the best reasons to spy on us.
China even has the best spies—and the most spies. China has been in the spy business for thousands of
years.
In Chapter 13, Sun Tzu calls espionage “divine manipulation of the threads [and] the sovereign's most
precious faculty.” I'm currently fascinated with Sun Tzu's idea of “doomed spies” who do “certain things
openly for purposes of deception.”
Oh, never mind The [2,500-year-old] Art of War. Edward Snowden, “whistleblower,” has already said that
China is not an enemy of the United States and that we their peoples trade with each other freely.
(No, I am not making this up.)
Edward Snowden blew his whistle, moved away to Hong Kong in the People's Republic of China (where
citizens are safe from surveillance?), and sat for his dramatic interview while Presidents Obama and Xi were
meeting over costly cyber-security issues in California.
I'll need to know a little more about Snowden's deal with the People's Republic before I join the media frenzy
declaring him a “hero.” Meanwhile, I'll try not to let them distract me from the life-and-death economic
issues, especially our trade with China.
If you're really worried about your privacy, then don't use electronics made in China.
There's always a chance the U.S. government won't spy on you. The People's Republic of China can offer no
such reassurance.

710.
Confucius Had No Record Decline in Hourly Compensation
June 11, 2013
“Confucius was completely free from four things: He had no arbitrariness of opinion, no dogmatism, no
obstinacy, and no egotism.” — Analects
Bureau of Labor Statistics:
“Productivity and Costs—First Quarter 2013, Revised”
(Fourth Quarter 2012 to First Quarter 2013, seasonally adjusted annual rates)
www.bls.gov/news.release/prod2.nr0.htm
•
•
•
•
•
•

The +0.5% increase in productivity reflects increases of +2.1% in output and +1.6% in hours worked.
Unit labor costs in nonfarm businesses fell -4.3% in First Quarter 2013, the combined effect of a 3.8% decrease in hourly compensation and the +0.5% increase in productivity.
The -3.8% decline in hourly compensation is the largest in the series, which begins in 1947.
Real nonfarm business hourly compensation fell -5.2%.
Manufacturing unit labor costs fell -10.0%, much more than previously reported due to a large
downward revision to hourly compensation.
Real manufacturing hourly compensation fell -8.3% (-9.4% in Durable Manufacturing, -6.4% in
Nondurable Manufacturing).

“He who learns but does not think is lost; he who thinks but does not learn is in danger.” — Analects

711.
Globalize, Infantilize
June 12, 2013
Globalization.
In a wi-fi coffee shop, a bright young “barista” knows that this will be the best job he ever has.
We shop in China so we can be paid in Pakistan.
The Department of Labor is reporting an all-time-since-1947 record drop in American wages.
The people in power want it this way. The people with power help make it this way.
A bright young friend is being laid off. He works for a payroll processor. He doesn't think his shopping
habits have affected the economy.
Toys.
We cry and we scream. We hold our breath and stomp our feet.
Outrage.
We are outraged.
Our privacy is being invaded—too soon!—too soon after we agreed to its redefinition in exchange for a
lifetime of (surveillance) toys.
If our tantrums work and we're taken seriously and we get what we want, we won't have to give up any toys.
What about giving up only our communist Chinese toys—the toys with built-in surveillance hardware—and
replacing them with better toys made in a country we could trust?
American adults are becoming too childish to protect American children.
Globalization.

712.
Take Inventory, Take Stock
June 13, 2013
“When we buy Chinese-made products, we deprive our real economy in favor of labor camps and genocide.
Only a fool would think the People's Republic of China plans to treat our people better than their own.”
— January 8, 2013*
New information:
“Behind Cry for Help From China Labor Camp”
www.nytimes.com/2013/06/12/world/asia/man-details-risks-in-exposing-chinas-forced-labor.html
•
•

•

•
•

•

Petty criminals, religious offenders and critics of the government can be given up to four-year
sentences by the police without trial.
“Sometimes the guards would drag me around by my hair or apply electric batons to my skin for so
long, the smell of burning flesh would fill the room,” said Chen Shenchun, 55, who was given a twoyear sentence for refusing to give up a petition campaign aimed at recovering unpaid wages from her
accounting job at a state-owned factory.
Inmates say they also assembled Christmas wreaths bound for South Korea, coat linings stuffed with
duck feathers that were labeled “Made in Italy” and silk flowers that guards insisted would be sold in
the United States.
In addition to the profits earned from the inmate labor, prison employees often solicit bribes for early
release, or for better treatment, from the families of those incarcerated.
During labor shortages, inmates say Masanjia [labor camp] officials simply buy small-time offenders
from other cities on a sliding scale that begins at 800 renminbi, or about $130, for six months of
labor.
Sears Holdings, the owner of Kmart, declined to make an executive available for an interview. But in
a brief statement, a company spokesman, Howard Riefs, said an internal investigation prompted by
the discovery of the letter uncovered no violations of company rules that bar the use of forced labor.
He declined to provide the name of the Chinese factory that produced the item.

“Masanjia Filmmaker Held in Beijing Over ‘Illegal Publishing’”
www.rfa.org/english/news/china/du-bin-06112013134904.html
•

Censors in Beijing have issued an information blackout on Masanjia and other “re-education through
labor” stories since the Lens article was published, and placed controls on the magazine in May.

“China detains journalist and photographer Du Bin”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-22883981

•

“Du Bin has done extensive media work uncovering torture and deplorable conditions in re-education
through labor camps. This could well be a case of the Chinese authorities trying to ‘disappear’ an
inconvenient whistleblower and government critic.” — Catherine Baber, Asia Program Director,
Amnesty International

Disappear an inconvenient whistleblower and government critic?
Appear a convenient whistleblower and government critic?
—
*[FFC #544]

713.
Two Videos Answering 1 Big Question
June 13, 2013
Lori Wallach does a wonderful job of explaining why we're being distracted, what we're not supposed to
notice:
“Conversations w/Great Minds Lori Wallach—The Trans-Pacific Partnership Threat P1”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsfumZVTOVk
“Conversations w/Great Minds Lori Wallach—The Trans-Pacific Partnership Threat P2”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfErQ6b56_A
Highest recommendation. Please watch. You'll be glad you did.

714.
Two of the Best, Two of the Worst
June 14, 2013
Two from two of the best:
“The Human Equivalent of the $640 Toilet Seat” — by Franklin C. (Chuck) Spinney
www.counterpunch.org/2013/06/14/the-human-equivalent-of-the-640-toilet-seat
•

•

As was sheepishly explained to me by working-level pukes on the scene, the rate of contract spending
had increased so rapidly, they could not write the contracts fast enough to spend the money they were
assigned to spend. So they hired contractors to write the contracts.
The reason why the Pentagon does not want auditable books is simple: it would interfere with the
money flow. The Military-Industrial-Congressional Complex (MICC) is more about pumping the
money flowing through it than it is about protecting our nation. The perpetual confusion and disorder
of the bookkeeping shambles acts as a kind of grease enhancing the volume and velocity of the
MICC's self-organizing money flux. The chaos makes it easy for bureaucratic log rollers to do their
magic while saying they are making tough decisions. The result is a kind of perpetual motion money
pump, as I explained in my last testimony before Congress in June 2002.

“Now That Rupert Murdoch Is Divorcing Wendi Deng, Will The WSJ Stand Up To China?” — by
Eamonn Fingleton
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/06/14/now-that-murdoch-is-divorcing-wendi-deng-will-thewsj-stand-up-to-china
•
•

Given her background as the daughter of a mid-level Chinese Communist Party official, however, her
presence in Rupert Murdoch's life raises interesting questions about the effect she may have had in
tempering his media empire's editorial stance.
Deng met Murdoch in 1997 or 1998 (versions differ), just as China began negotiating the key trade
deals that have transformed it from a still relatively minor economy into the global powerhouse it is
today. As was clear to some of us at the time, the Clinton administration gave away the store.
Murdoch had not yet bought the Journal but already then its line was not only consistently to support
the administration but to do the administration’s dirty work in distorting, if not utterly
misrepresenting, the facts.

It will be remembered that in 1996, in exchange for campaign money from the People's Liberation Army,
Bill Clinton and Al Gore established themselves as two of history's worst—Americans, that is. As
communist Chinese, they have had few equals.

715.
Father’s Day Considerations
June 15, 2013
“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.” — Albert Einstein
Study:
“Seeing green: Mere exposure to money triggers a business decision frame and unethical outcomes”
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0749597812001380
From the Introduction:
•
•

•
•

•

•

For Dante, Judas’ crime condemned him to the lowest level of Hell. Indeed, Judas has been known
throughout the centuries as an archetype of immorality.
The repugnance of Judas’ behavior is in the severing of social bonds for mere money. Scholars
through time and across disciplines have told and continue to tell us that morality is rooted in social
relations.
Money may be a more insidious corrupting factor than previously appreciated, going well beyond the
often lamented “love of money” to touch even those not overtly motivated by greed.
In the current paper we address this void in the literature by considering the role of exposure to the
construct of money in immorality. We extend the prior work on the potential outcomes that can
result from the activation of the construct of money by demonstrating that exposure to money can
lead to unethical outcomes.
We further demonstrate that a “business decision frame” mediates this effect. Theoretically, we
argue that a business decision frame entails objectification of social relationships (either those who
stand to be directly harmed, or others more broadly construed) in a cost-benefit calculus in which
self-interest is pursued over others’ interests (i.e., it entails a focus on one’s gains and losses largely
to the exclusion of benefits and costs to others); as such, it weakens social bonds and thus the pull of
morality.
Even in instances when there is not a particular social relationship at stake, such objectification
means that one does not think about others in general; rather, one thinks about self-interest in
maximizing one’s outcomes even if it means violating the moral rules that constitute the fabric of
society.

I’ll leave you with this from Pentagon analyst Franklin C. (Chuck) Spinney:
“Our decisions [in the Department of Defense] are to spend other people’s money, and ultimately to spill
other people’s blood. We don’t pay the price for these decisions. There’s an asymmetric burden of risk.”
And this from Life magazine:

Albert Einstein's office on the day of his death, 18 April 1955.

716.
The Father of Our Country vs. American Idol
June 16, 2013
Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of the favorite are liable to become suspected and odious, while its
tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their interests.
Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of
a free people ought to be constantly awake.
— George Washington, Farewell Address, 1796:
[FFC #328]

717.
Chow Italia
June 17, 2013
Interesting little essay:
“What Periwinkle Looked Like”
Almost nine years ago—on Sept. 7, 2004—I sold my family’s textile company, the Lanificio T. O. Nesi &
Figli. Founded in the 1920s, it was one of uncountable thousands of small Italian companies swept away by,
first, the rising tide of globalization and, then, the subsequent series of financial meltdowns. We produced
first-class fabric and sold it to every fashion designer you’ve ever heard of. I was supposed to be the third
generation of manufacturers in my family. Instead, I am the one who failed. Mine is a story of personal and
familial loss that runs the length and breadth of Italy.
This succession of disasters is now undermining the very stability of our society, a society that was based on
a dynamic array of small enterprises capable of producing excellent handmade products—a society that
distributed wealth, instead of merely concentrating profits in the hands of a greedy few.
I know them all by heart, believe me, the arguments in favor of globalization. . . .
You can read the rest here:
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/15/what-periwinkle-looked-like
Author Nesi's factory was in Prato, the center of Italian textile (and almond biscotti) production since the
Renaissance. The mayor's office estimates there are now 50,000 Chinese in Prato—nearly 1 in 3 residents.
In Prato, the Chinese call Italians “foreigners.”
I have no idea what they call Italian cookies.

718.
Chains Of Its Own Devising, Self-Inflicted Wounds
June 17, 2013
Ralph Gomory memorably wrote:
“After all, this is my country, and it is painful for me to see it, day after day, struggling with chains of its
own devising and suffering from self-inflicted wounds.”
Truer words . . . especially “self-inflicted.” In 2011, I said:
•

Do we balance the federal budget by cutting expenses or raising taxes? Either way, someone gets
hurt. The two-party system depends on it. But Congress has another option, one that might even
teach our children some creativity and courage in the face of a challenge. Congress has the power to
adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new wealth to pay for everything our
people need. Everything. For generations to come. Congress has this power.

Later that same year, India (current population 1.27 billion) adopted a national industrial policy. In
September 2012, ahead of our November elections, America's 25% tariff on tires from the People's Republic
of China (current population 1.36 billion) was allowed to expire. Last week, an Indian company bought
Cooper Tire & Rubber of Findlay, Ohio.
Chuck Spinney has memorably observed that the Pentagon “spends other people's money and spills other
people's blood.” Does anyone remember the speech Donald Rumsfeld delivered on September 10, 2001—
note the date!—when he announced that $2.3 trillion were missing?
www.defense.gov/speeches/speech.aspx?speechid=430
Funny how this stuff gets lost.
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren is getting a lot of attention these days. Mostly, when I think about
Warren, I try to be happy she's not representing me or my state.
•
•
•
•
•

At $42 million, she spent more for a Senate seat than anyone in U.S. history.
The majority of her campaign money came from outside Massachusetts.
A reported 80% of her campaign money was spent outside Massachusetts.
Her #1 industry by campaign contributions was Lawyers & Lobbyists; #2 was Finance, Insurance &
Real Estate; #3 was Communications/Electronics.
I never particularly admired her establishment, party, and Harvard connections.

But it's show business—and she'll put on a show. Instead of preening populist, however, campaigning for
(ahem) “lower interest rates on student loans,” I think she should set her sights on a national industrial policy
so our government can get out of loan sharking and back into governing. We could easily, so easily, create
enough new wealth to pay for everything our people need—including education. All it takes is political

will—determined in politicians by Lawyers & Lobbyists; Finance, Insurance & Real Estate;
Communications/Electronics; etc.
We sneer at clichés like “think outside the box” and we bet our lives on products manufactured by
committed adversaries.
We need a national industrial policy and the wealth it would establish. Then we need to spend some of that
money on education. Through education, we'd better understand our own thinking, and our own
government, and. . . .
(Ooops.)

719.
Waking, Slowly, But It’s Still A Good Thing
June 18, 2013
“It is ironic in a way that the government thinks it's alright to have a record of every single call that an
American makes, but not alright for an American citizen to know what sovereign powers the government is
negotiating away.” — Rep. Alan Grayson
“Pressure Pays Off: Obama Administration Finally Lets Congress See Secretive TPP Text (But Still
Not the Rest of Us)”
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/06/for-once-we-have-some-good-news-after-years-of-callingfor-release-of-the-secretive-draft-text-of-the-trans-pacific-partner.html
•

•
•

No, you still can't yet get a look at the sweeping 12-country “free trade” agreement (FTA) that
implicates everything from your morning Internet browsing to your evening dinner. But for the first
known time in the three years that the secretive deal has been under negotiation by the Obama
administration, said administration has allowed a member of Congress to view three chapters of the
bracketed negotiating text.
(In case you're just reading about this, that's correct: even our elected officials have been kept in the
dark on a deal that would rewrite broad swaths of domestic public interest policies.)
Congressman Alan Grayson said, “Having seen what I've seen, I would characterize this as a gross
abrogation of American sovereignty. And I would further characterize it as a punch in the face to the
middle class of America. I think that's fair to say from what I've seen so far. But I'm not allowed to
tell you why!”

Makes me wonder about “privacy.”
Would we feel better if our electronics were manufactured by the government?
Or should we just keep having them made by the People's Liberation Army?

720.
If You Are Alive, You Can Thank An Activist
June 19, 2013
If you are alive, you can thank an activist.
Somewhere in history, somebody stood up to power and said “No!”—on your behalf.
And so history let you live.
If you're not feeling particularly thankful these days, just try to imagine what this country would be like
without people resisting.
On your behalf.
So don't say “it can't be done”—especially, when, in fact—
It is being done.
And, somewhere in history—
It's been done before.

721.
We’d All Be Having A Lot More Fun If We Weren’t So
Danged “Disinformed”
June 20, 2013
Worth committing to memory:
“A castoff nation is created when its working people—all grades—are progressively discarded by
decision-makers determined to make money outside production, outside the country, and by military
work that contributes no life-serving product.” — Seymour Melman, Profits Without Production, 1983
Said Ralph Nader upon Seymour Melman's death in 2004:
•

•

For the last twenty years the media blacked him out. He could scarcely get an article published in the
newspapers or even in the progressive magazines. On frenetic radio and television, he did not qualify
because he spoke in paragraphs and was elderly—an electronic bigotry that is keeping many wise,
older Americans from communicating with their younger generations.
In a society whose rulers and corporatists seal the people off from such magnificent minds and
inundate them with trivia, distraction and the hot air artists daily bellowing their lucrative ignorance,
sagacious Americans like Seymour Melman will not receive the attention the citizenry deserves
unless we the people, who own the public airwaves, begin to control and use our own media rights.

Melman in 2003:
http://ejournals.library.vanderbilt.edu/index.php/ameriquests/issue/view/7
“For more than a decade, tens of millions of Americans lived with the confident understanding that money
values represented real wealth. The collapse of the money values in the major U.S. securities markets
obviously compelled the question: if this was real wealth, what happened to all of it? The participants, of
course, were victims of a massive self-delusion. The enormous enlargement of paper money values in the
securities markets was without any connection at all to the production of real things: homes to live in, clothes
to wear, schools that confer education, food for daily living, medical care when required, and machine tools
that are required for the production of everything else. None of these were multiplied by the enormous
enlargement of securities values. And the collapse had the main effect of concentrating, more than before,
the money markers that continued to be respected as legitimate claims on goods and services. By 2002, the
New York Times showed that 100 top telecom industry executives collectively made upwards of $6.2 billion
dollars from sales of their firms' securities—a number without linkage to any presumed 'value' contributed by
these executives. These sales represented part of a transfer of wealth from the majority of the population to
the managerial elite. During the 1990s, only the top 20 percent of the population increased its share of the
nation's income.”
How tragic that Seymour Melman “spoke in paragraphs.” We might have learned something.

722.
There’s a good moon on the rise
June 22, 2013
Rise, like lions after slumber,
In unvanquishable number,
Shake your chains to earth like dew,
Which in sleep had fall'n on you.
— Shelley

“Hundreds of Thousands of Brazilians Protest Country’s Harsh Inequities” — interview
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10332
•

•

•

The Internet has a huge role, I think, both in Turkey and Middle Eastern countries and in Brazil. The
twenty-something generation is just a completely different generation. They think about things
differently. They see the Internet and all that it offers them as a chance to make a difference, and
they feel powerful because of it. And so in that sense, yeah, I think Turkey is an example.
In Brazil here there's something called a “telenovela,” which is like a six-night-a-week soap opera
that's on prime time TV. The telenovela that just ended weeks ago took place partly in Turkey. It
focused on the issue of human trafficking and women being taken from Brazil to Turkey to
supposedly work in good jobs there.
The bus fare hike made people think again about a basic fact about Brazil, which is that it's a twotiered country.

“Thousands rally in Rome against jobless rate”
www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2013/06/2013622131525668802.html
•

•

•

An estimated 100,000 workers and jobless people have marched in Rome to protest against record
unemployment and call on Enrico Letta's new government to deliver more than empty rhetoric on the
issue.
Millions of Italians are so convinced the search to successfully find work is so futile they have given
up looking, so official figures severely understate the number of unemployed, according to the
national statistics office ISTAT.
Unionists called on the government to intervene to prevent plans by appliance maker Indesit to lay
off 1,400 workers in one of the most recent labour disputes. “Indesit isn't in crisis,” said Susanna
Camusso, “it just wants to use its profits to make investments in Turkey and Poland.”

Looks like we're in for happy weather. . . .

723.
Lest We Continue Our Complacent Way
June 23, 2013
Dear Lord,
Lest I continue
My complacent way,
Help me to remember that somewhere,
Somehow out there,
A man died for me today.
As long as there be war,
I must then
Ask and answer
Am I worth dying for?
— Eleanor Roosevelt

“I Am Sorry That It Has Come to This”: A Soldier’s Last Words
www.gawker.com/i-am-sorry-that-it-has-come-to-this-a-soldiers-last-534538357
•

“The fact is that any kind of ordinary life is an insult to those who died at my hand. How can I
possibly go around like everyone else while the widows and orphans I created continue to struggle?
If they could see me sitting here in suburbia, in my comfortable home working on some music project
they would be outraged, and rightfully so.”

“Smedley Butler on Interventionism”
www.fas.org/man/smedley.htm
•

•
•

I spent thirty-three years and four months in active military service as a member of this country's
most agile military force, the Marine Corps. I served in all commissioned ranks from Second
Lieutenant to Major-General. And during that period, I spent most of my time being a high-class
muscle-man for Big Business, for Wall Street and for the Bankers.
My mental faculties remained in suspended animation while I obeyed the orders of higher-ups. This
is typical with everyone in the military service.
I helped make Mexico, especially Tampico, safe for American oil interests in 1914. I helped make
Haiti and Cuba a decent place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues in. I helped in the
raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the benefits of Wall Street. The record of
racketeering is long. I helped purify Nicaragua for the international banking house of Brown
Brothers in 1909-1912 (where have I heard that name before?). I brought light to the Dominican

Republic for American sugar interests in 1916. In China I helped to see to it that Standard Oil went
its way unmolested.
“Defense—Chapter 7 of 8”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEJ7Og3QRSE [FFC #201]
•

•

Our standing professional army gets its marching orders from the President, who gets his marching
orders from his multinational money people, who explain the wars to us regular folks through
corporate-sponsored media.
Congress must again shoulder its legal responsibility for declaring war. Members of Congress must
be willing to look in a mirror and ask if they themselves are worth dying for. And what if their
children are the children dying?

“War is (still) a Racket”
www.tribune-democrat.com/zacharyhubbard/x331661776/Zachary-Hubbard-War-is-still-a-racket
•
•

Butler's book should be mandatory reading for every registered voter in America, because the
problems he described have grown considerably larger today.
Sustaining the war racket described by Butler requires the United States to have enemies—whether
legitimate or fabricated. These enemies are used by politicians to persuade American voters to
support the war du jour.

Thousands of human lives, millions of productive jobs, and trillions of taxpayer dollars are lost forever as we
go about our business, calm in the conventional wisdom that war is good for the economy.
Let us disappoint the profiteers who would raise themselves upon the sacrifice of their fellow man.
Lest we continue our complacent way.

724.
Fifty States and Ninety-Seven Pounds
June 24, 2013
Eternal vigilance, in no particular order:
“China persuaded Snowden to flee Hong Kong: sources”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/24/us-usa-security-hongkong-idUSBRE95N07K20130624
•
•
•

“I have grounds to believe that the Hong Kong government had no authority over this case. That's to
say the whole case was decided by Beijing.”
“There is no way Hong Kong would have extradited Snowden to the United States because that
would be tantamount to China obeying U.S. orders.”
“If China allowed Snowden to remain in Hong Kong or come to the mainland, it would strain SinoU.S. relations and only confirm suspicions that he is a Chinese spy.”

“Snowden leaves, but tough choices remain
[PRC/CCP/PLA Global Times link -- browse at your own risk]
•
•
•
•

He has uncovered the inside story . . . which has put the US on the moral back foot.
China has to catch up with the US on network security technology to completely reverse the current
international climate of opinion in this regard and restore China's image.
Our current understanding and input in this regard are far from enough and we have been bound by
the public opinion of the West to some extent.
We wish Snowden good luck in this difficult time. His personal fate will reflect the game between
US hegemony and global pursuit for fairness and justice.

“How big is World Washington Web?”
[Another. These guys can be funny, but we are the fools to underestimate them.]
•
•
•

•

Instead of apologizing, Washington is showing off its muscle by attempting to control the whole
situation.
Washington keeps a firm grip of the Internet where it abuses its power.
As the Internet continues to merge with our real lives, our shallow knowledge about it has left us
lagging behind, emboldening the US to expand influence. We should sort out the situation and break
the US' monopoly in cyberspace, formulating regulations on an equal footing with Washington.
Although the whistle-blowing affair has been “suppressed,” China still needs to make a thorough
analysis on the causes and effects of this incident, or we will become the biggest fish in the net of the
“World Washington Web.”

“US factory boss held hostage in China by workers demanding compensation packages”

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/us-factory-boss-held-hostage-in-china-by-workersdemanding-severance-packages/2013/06/24/92546166-dc9f-11e2-a484-7b7f79cd66a1_story.html
•

•

•

The [medical supply plant] workers were expecting wire transfers, Chip Starnes said, adding that
about 80 of them had been blocking every exit around the clock and depriving him of sleep by
shining bright lights and banging on windows of his office.
“I feel like a trapped animal. I think it's inhumane what is going on right now. I have been in this
area for 10 years and created a lot of jobs and I would have never thought in my wildest imagination
something like this would happen.”
The company had been gradually winding down its plastics division, planning to move it to Mumbai,
India. Starnes arrived in Beijing last Tuesday to lay off the last 30 people.

“Iran Sanctions: Foreign Banks Kick Sand in Uncle Sam’s Face”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/06/22/iran-sanctions-foreign-banks-kick-sand-in-uncle-samsface
•
•

•

•

Much of the most shocking evidence of America's weakening position in the world these days gets
swept under the rug by the mainstream press.
There are echoes here of the Toshiba Machine case of 1987. On that occasion, a subsidiary of
Tokyo-based Toshiba Corporation defied an American embargo on selling precision machine tools to
the Soviet Union. The Soviets duly improved their techniques for machining propellor blades and
rendered their submarines virtually undetectable to U.S. sonar technology. The breaching of the
embargo was front page news for weeks and U.S.-Japan relations came close to rupture.
Though the U.S. Treasury has long known about MUFG's sanctions-busting activities, it has taken a
soft line. The problem is that the Treasury has the mother of all conflicts of interest: this is because it
depends on Japanese purchases of U.S. bonds to finance about one-third of America's gigantic current
account deficits.
Basically the United States is now the 97-pound weakling of global finance and as such has little
recourse as sand is kicked in its face.

The United States a 97-pound weakling?
“Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.”

725.
The Mouths of Bankers
June 25, 2013
“Inside Anglo: the secret recordings — Exclusive: Tapes reveal the lies and deception that led to the
bank bailout”
www.independent.ie/business/irish/inside-anglo-the-secret-recordings-29366837.html
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The plan was that once the State began the flow of money, it would be unable to stop.
Mr. Bowe is asked by Mr. Fitzgerald how they had come up with the figure of 7 billion euros. He
laughs as he is taped saying: “Just, as Drummer would say, ‘picked it out of my arse.’”
“If it looks big, big enough to be important, but not too big that it kind of spoils everything, then, then
I think you have a chance. So I think it can creep up.”
Mr. Fitzgerald is heard saying: “Yeah. They've got skin in the game and that is the key.”
Mr. Bowe's comments in the audio recording reveal that Anglo's strategy was to lure the State in,
leaving taxpayers with no choice but to continue to provide loans to “support their money.”
The recording also shows Mr. Bowe and Mr. Fitzgerald laughing as they say how there is no realistic
chance [“never”] of ever repaying the loans.
For the first time, taxpayers get an exclusive insight into the banking shenanigans that cost Ireland
our sovereignty.

Worth revisiting:
“Richard Kovacevich, Chair, Wells Fargo (2001-09)” — FRONTLINE interview
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/oral-history/financial-crisis/richard-kovacevich
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

And you believe that by giving $25 billion to Wells Fargo [the only AAA-rated bank in the meeting]
that that's going to increase the confidence level in the industry?
I don't know how much further we went before I was interrupted by Hank [Paulson], who said: “Your
regulator [Bernanke] is sitting right next to me. And if you don't take this money, on Monday
morning you'll be declared capital-deficient.”
Now think about this contradiction: He admits at the beginning of the meeting that you don't need it,
but if you don't take it, we are going to not tell the truth to the American public that you really did
need it. We are going to lie.
No, it's not a threat; it's Godfather.
I can't even make this decision. How can I make a decision on $25 billion without a board of
directors? He [Paulson] says, “You have an hour. Your regulator will come and talk to you.”
Just think about this: $25 billion that we never wanted and never used, paid it back within a year at a
cost of $2.5 billion in interest and warrants out of our capital base. And our stockholders went from a
stock price of $33 down to $7.80 in that period of time. And does anyone care about the thousands of
stockholders who lost in some cases a very substantial part of their net worth for an untruth?
Conventional wisdom is that TARP worked. But there's nothing in the facts that suggest that this was
the case.

726.
The heart that feels not now, is dead:
June 26, 2013
“If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;”
— Thomas Paine:
“It matters not where you live, or what rank of life you hold, the evil or the blessing will reach you all.
The far and the near, the home counties and the back, the rich and the poor, shall suffer or rejoice
alike. The heart that feels not now, is dead: The blood of his children shall curse his cowardice, who
shrinks back at a time when a little might have saved the whole, and made them happy."
I think I'll call today's selection of articles “food for thought.”
I'm not trying to fool anybody. You can't eat them, not really. But if you like to eat, you should think about
them.
Every day, Wall Street and Washington call their paper wealth transfer “the economy”—as if it were edible,
consumable, or tangible.
I think they might be trying to fool most of the people, most of the time.
“U.S. Trade Representative Doesn’t Mean What He Says”
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/06/25/us_trade_representative_doesnt_mean_what_he_says
•

I have heard every new USTR since Christian Herter (the first USTR in 1962) say virtually the same
thing upon being appointed and confirmed. I mean it's a mantra. They have all repeated it almost
word for word. If they had all acted upon their statements, there would be no barriers today and
really no need for Froman, as worthy as he may be. But they didn't mean it and neither does Froman.

“The Megastate and Other States”
www.williampfaff.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=633
•

“Maybe we can see it, but we cannot believe what we are seeing. It seems that the result of the 2012
election was heavily decided by Obama's mastery of databases. It feels like there is an arrogant
ability to select candidates and dictate outcomes. It feels like candidates and voters are no longer
relevant. As you conclude, the only solution is war or revolution.”

“Vitoria!” Mass protests force Brazil congress to reject “bill of discontent”
www.rt.com/news/brazil-protests-congress-amendment-275

•

In what is being seen as a victory for people power, the measure was defeated on Tuesday by
Congress by 430 votes to 9 votes, with The Rio Times saying the protests were “largely fueled by
social media and citizen journalists.”

“Corporatizing National Security: What It Means”
www.nader.org/2013/06/20/corporatizing-national-security-what-it-means
•

The term “privatization” has become a clever euphemism to draw attention away from a harsh truth.
Public functions are being handed over to corporations in sweetheart deals while publicly owned
assets such as minerals on public lands and research development breakthroughs are being given
away at bargain basement prices. These functions and assets—which belong to or are the
responsibility of the taxpayers—are being used to make an increasingly small pool of top corporate
executives very wealthy.

“A Broken Computer, a Valuable Reminder” — from 2011
[FFC #158]
•
•

In the three years since I wrote “Dollar to the Giant,” China's economy has grown more than 30%—
thanks, mostly, to U.S. elected officials and the U.S. consumers who voted them into office.
If you were the People's Republic of China and your half-witted enemies asked you to manufacture
their electronics—including critical electronics for defense and national security—what would you
do?

The answer to our trouble—to the world's trouble—remains the same as the song.*
—
*purchase, download: [“Dollar to the Giant” on iTunes and Amazon]

727.
Pay no attention to that giant behind the curtain!
June 27, 2013
We've been so distracted this week, we've neglected to willfully ignore the obvious.
“The economists”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/13.0618.economists.htm
•
•

I've come to know and admire economists like Paul Volcker, but today I feel like. . . .
“Kill all the economists.”

“Why China Let Snowden Go”
www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/evanosnos/2013/06/why-china-let-snowden-go.html
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

From Beijing's perspective, Snowden was an asset of diminishing value: he had already given
Chinese authorities a gift that will be paying dividends for years to come.
In China, Snowden left an astonishing feat in his wake: he actually improved the credibility of
government censors and information-security czars, who make up one of China's most unloved
groups.
For years, Fang [Binxing, the “father of the Great Firewall”] justified government intervention on the
Web largely by arguing, as he once did, that unseen enemies abroad “sit comfortably at home,
thinking only of how, through their fingertips on a keyboard, they can bring chaos to China.”
He warned that using telecom equipment from international companies like Cisco threatened China's
national security. Snowden has given Fang and his cohort new reasons to argue for stricter control of
the Web.
China may have invented the whistle, but today's Communist Party has little appetite for
whistleblowers—and Snowden's popularity as a digital renegade was not going to be allowed to grow
forever.
His usefulness was almost exhausted. Intelligence experts cited by the Times believed that the
Chinese government “had managed to drain the contents of the four laptops that Mr. Snowden said he
brought to Hong Kong, and that he said were with him during his stay at a Hong Kong hotel.”
Snowden has indeed altered U.S.-China relations, by giving China new strength on an issue of which
it was struggling to gain any leverage at all. And that—more than any single secret—may be the
greatest legacy of Snowden's visit to Hong Kong.

“Cisco denies China monitoring accusations”
[China Daily—PRC/CCP/PLA—browse at your own risk]
•

Chinese media have expressed concern that the US-headquartered company could be used as a US
government tool to steal critical information from China.

•
•
•

•

A Beijing-based industry insider, who asked to be anonymous, said, “There is a terrible security
threat in China from US-based technology companies including Cisco, Apple and Microsoft.”
When China first installed its networks, users had no choice but to buy Cisco's equipment since
domestic companies did not own certain technologies, he added.
“Cisco was to the networking industry what Boeing or Airbus were to aircraft manufacturing. The
situation only gradually changed as Chinese players like Huawei Technologies Co Ltd and ZTE Corp
grew in recent years,” he said.
Chinese telecom equipment giants Huawei and ZTE have been banned from selling their products to
major US carriers after being accused of posing a potential threat to US national security.

“Cyber security being dealt with by UN as global challenge”
[Xinhua—PRC/CCP/PLA—browse at your own risk]
•
•

•

•

Cyber attacks along with terrorism and piracy are new threats currently facing the international
community, and collective efforts should be taken to counter these challenges.
In fact, China itself suffers from Internet hacking, never a major source of such attacks as accused of
by some countries. Being a major victim of cyber attacks, China has reiterated its firm opposition to
any form of cyber attacks on many occasions.
The Chinese government has been taking vigorous efforts to crack down on online crimes and
hacking attacks. China has launched dozens of campaigns against backdoor spying and malicious
software, cutting off remote control by tens of millions of IP addresses.
[China] has called on the international community to make a code of conduct for cyberspace and
make joint efforts to build a peaceful, secure, open and cooperative cyberspace.

See also:
•
•

“Unrestricted Warfare” — FFC #3
“China Said This. You Should Know This.” — FFC #167

And Fear-Fallen Children #1 for the e-mail that launched this project, five years ago today.
Thanks for reading.

728.
If you read it and don’t skip the links, you will live longer.
June 28, 2013
Monetarily free for the asking is a digital compendium of my propaganda from 6/27/08 to 6/27/13—five
years now.
Simply reply to this e-mail
or:
DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com
If you read it and don't skip the links,
You will live longer.
You and your family will be:
•
•
•

Happier
Healthier
Wealthier

These results I can guarantee—intelligently and responsibly—no matter what your current status.
I just re-read it and can't believe how much I learned.
That said, I suggest you enjoy the collection from back to front.
You might have more fun this way, and it will be easier to see that:
Anyone can do this—
and everybody should.
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to [June 27, 2013]
notably resisting America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender
By Bob Hall
citizen
[and future President]

—is now available, free—monetarily—for the asking.

729.
Under-Reported, Under-Appreciated
June 29, 2013
Some years ago, a lively and talented young thinker—recently graduated and painfully underemployed—
offered me a compliment:
“You're the only radical I've ever met who doesn't hate this country.”
I remembered Peck's sobering insight that evil and scapegoating are essentially one and the same:
“Evil, then, is most often committed in order to scapegoat, and the people I label as evil are chronic
scapegoaters. In [a previous work] I defined evil as the exercise of political power—that is, the imposition
of one's will upon others by overt or covert coercion—in order to avoid extending one's self for the purpose
of nurturing spiritual growth. In other words, the evil attack others instead of facing their own failures.”
Accordingly, I suggest that you and I gain nothing by hating—or finding reasons to hate—our own country.
“Snowden sought Booz Allen job to gather evidence on NSA surveillance”
www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1268209/snowden-sought-booz-allen-job-gather-evidence-nsasurveillance
•

Edward Snowden secured a job with a US government contractor for one reason alone—to obtain
evidence of Washington's cyberspying networks, the South China Morning Post can reveal.

South China Morning Post reporter Lana Lam also wrote the exclusive in which Snowden spoke for the first
time after blowing his own cover.
Something curious here: on June 12, Snowden said he'd accepted the Booz Allen job “about three months
ago.” Guardian reporter Glenn Greenwald claims to have been working with Snowden since February.
In any case, spies are not whistle-blowers and whistle-blowers are not spies.
I might also venture we gain nothing by admiring the wrong reasons or the wrong people—though, in
practical terms, they are one and the same.

730.
Getting Tough on Bangladesh?
June 30, 2013
Get a load of this load of. . . .
“Obama to Suspend Trade Privileges With Bangladesh”
www.nytimes.com/2013/06/28/business/us-to-suspend-trade-privileges-with-bangladesh-officials-say.html
•

•

While Bangladesh fought vigorously to prevent the suspension, worried about the signal it sends to
its citizens and to global investors, some trade experts said the suspension would be largely symbolic
because it will affect less than 1 percent of America's $4.9 billion in annual imports from
Bangladesh. The tariff preferences being curtailed cover a variety of products, including tobacco and
plastic bags, but do not apply to the country's garment industry, which does not have American dutyfree status and represents the great bulk of that country's trade with the United States.
The administration's move on Thursday was in response to an official complaint filed by the A.F.L.C.I.O. in 2007.

“U.S. suspends trade benefits with Bangladesh over safety”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/27/us-obama-trade-bangladesh-idUSBRE95Q15720130627
•

•

In 2012, Bangladesh was spared about $2 million in U.S. duties on about $35 million worth of goods
under the GSP program, but it paid about $732 million in U.S. duties on $4.9 billion worth of
clothing exports not covered by the program.
The United States' own review dates back to 2007, when the AFL-CIO, the main U.S. labor group,
first filed a petition asking that Bangladesh's trade benefits be revoked.

“US cut of trade privilege angers Bangladesh”
www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/06/201362844555276941.html
•

•

“It cannot be more shocking for the factory workers of Bangladesh that the decision to suspend the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) comes at a time when the government of Bangladesh has
taken concrete and visible measures to improve factory safety and protect workers' rights,” a foreign
ministry statement said on Friday.
Although the GSP programme does not cover the garment industry, the decision will increase the
pressure on Dhaka to take credible moves to increase workplace safety after a series of disasters in
the sector which accounts for 80 percent of its $25 billion exports.

“Statement by AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka on News that U.S. Government Plans to Suspend
Bangladesh’s Trade Benefits”

www.aflcio.org/Press-Room/Press-Releases/Statement-by-AFL-CIO-President-Richard-Trumka-on-Newsthat-U.S.-Government-Plans-to-Suspend-Bangladesh-s-Trade-Benefits
•

•

Countries that tolerate dangerous—and even deadly—working conditions and deny basic workers'
rights, especially the right to freedom of association, will risk losing preferential access to the U.S.
market. Since 2005, over 1800 workers have died in preventable factory fires and building collapses
in the Bangladesh garment industry.
International trade with strong labor rights enforcement plays a key role in ensuring that workers as
well as their employers can benefit from increased prosperity and transnational trade and investment.

The AFL-CIO seems to think it will be easier to collect dues from Bangladesh than from China—or, in the
not-too-distant future, from the United States.
Puppet of Wall Street multinationals and offshore producers, Obama still pretends to throw a bone to the Left
every once in a while, and reporters still pretend to notice.
Liars and traitors every one of them, to the very backbone of their souls, no sacrifice being too great for the
real American economy or productive American workers.

731.
Is this too high a price?
July 1, 2013
All (and I do mean all) of our self- (and I do mean self-) destruction is connected to the decline of our
nation's real economy and to the rise of a multinational fictitious economy.
Follow the money trails. They all lead to the same places.
One of those places is you and me.
“Jefferson County Files to End Bankruptcy, Adjust Debt”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-06-30/jefferson-county-files-to-end-bankruptcy-adjust-debt.html
•

•

Less than $100 million of the county's $4.2 billion in debt will be paid in full, marking the first time
U.S. investors holding municipal debt have been forced as part of a bankruptcy case to take losses on
the principal owed to them.
The bankruptcy is tied to a sewer refinancing tainted by political corruption. In 2009, JPMorgan
agreed to a settlement with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission over payments its bankers
allegedly made to people tied to county politicians to win business. JPMorgan, based in New York,
paid the county $75 million in that settlement and has given up more than $657 million in swaps
claims it held. Jefferson County supplanted Orange County, California, as the largest municipal
bankruptcy. Orange County entered court protection in 1994 after losing $1.7 billion on interest-rate
bets.

“Put human nature back in business”
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/put-human-nature-back-in-business/2013/06/28/f039cd72-debe-11e2b2d4-ea6d8f477a01_story.html
•

•

Adam Smith devoted a book . . . to explaining why widespread altruism is the natural and
unavoidable consequence of the human ability to empathize with others. A century later, Charles
Darwin . . . also described what we would call group selection: “An advancement in the standard of
morality will certainly give an immense advantage to one tribe over another. A tribe including many
members who, from possessing in a high degree the spirit of patriotism, fidelity, obedience, courage
and sympathy, were always ready to aid one another, and to sacrifice themselves for the common
good, would be victorious over most other tribes; and this would be natural selection.”
We may be satisfied with relying on the self-interest of the butcher or baker, but who really wants a
doctor who views his patients as a way to make as much money as possible?

“Why discussions on cyber snooping have been so painful”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/07/2013711112544279.html

•

•
•

Why did we twitch when President Obama told us that the NSA does not listen to calls of US
citizens, and why did the NSA's response cut so deeply or hurt so viscerally? It hurt because
although we hold passports from other countries, many years ago we also bought into the American
dream.
This has traditionally worked out really well for the USA.
George Bush famously proclaimed: “You're either with us, or against us.” He asked foreigners the
world over to choose. The wholesale spying on “foreigners” says how we chose made little
difference at all.

“Euro area unemployment rate at 12.1%—May 2013”
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-01072013-BP/EN/3-01072013-BP-EN.PDF
•
•
•

EA17 unemployment: 12.1%—up from 11.3% in May 2012—and, based on newly revised figures,
another all-time record high
German unemployment: 5.3%—down from 5.5% in May 2012
EU28 persons unemployed: 26,681,000—up from 25,339,000 in May 2012

“Brazilian Protestors Force Compromise For Improvements in Public Services”
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10386
•
•

•
•
•

It is undeniable that protests have taken politicians to work out of their comfort zone.
Twenty-five years ago, in the context of political struggles, we created a new health system,
generous, universal, that pretended to be a model in public health system. It is being repeated now, in
a context of political struggles, with people in the streets, unsatisfied.
People understood that it would be more interesting to take the streets and not to be passive, and to
become socially active even about soccer, to transform the history of the country.
It is more than just being against the government. It is against neoliberal development policies that
exclude popular participation.
Brazilian government is not left, it is a government that carries on economic politics that are directly
linked to imperialism and international financial capital. The people now on the streets is the result
of a frustration with a government that presented itself as a worker's government, but in reality it
represents the owners.

On Friday, I said my compendium:
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to [June 27, 2013]
notably resisting America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender
is monetarily free for the asking.
I won't charge you any money, but you still have to read it or pass it along.
Is this too high a price?

732.
No Cold and Timid Souls
July 2, 2013
A two-minute comfort-joy of a video:
“James Fallows’ Big Idea: Gilded Age”
www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/07/back-online/277421
•

I won't go on, because time is short and you're already thinking, as you should, of the ways in which
our second Gilded Age differs from the first one. But here is why I use my “Big Idea” slot to make
this parallel. The first Gilded Age led to something better.

Equally inspiring, this essay:
“What’s Good for America . . .”—Whatever happened to the “America” in “corporate America”?
www.nationalreview.com/article/352429/whats-good-america-robert-w-patterson
•

•

•

In those good old days, the rank and file may have feared and loathed Big Business on matters of
wages and unionization. But Americans could at least count on business leaders' being proAmerican. Beloved or not, major corporations functioned as true stakeholders of America: fortifying
American industry and building American factories, spearheading American innovation, paying
billions of dollars in American taxes, and creating millions of high-paying “family wage” jobs that
helped create and sustain an expanding middle class.
To be fair, neither Detroit nor Silicon Valley is entirely to blame for selling out. For decades, the
national leadership of both parties has supported a host of policies . . . that have weaned management
away from earning money the hard, old-fashioned way and toward quick-and-easy profiteering from
globalization and financialization.
It would be a tall order for corporate America to recover its former patriotism. But the political
leader that can, in TR fashion, tame and tone Big Business to once again serve American interests
and purposes will not only win the loyalty of the American people but also fix what's been ailing the
economy for a generation.

Good idea, but Washington might actually need more taming and toning than Wall Street.
Either way, I'm volunteering for the job.
So should you.
From TR:
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer
of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face

is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again,
because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who
knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows
in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring
greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

733.
What Part of “Unsustainable” Don’t You Understand?
July 3, 2013
Our country's goods deficit (loss) for May 2013 (one month) was:
$63,813,000,000
Real, Census Basis, Not Seasonally Adjusted.
Note that our country is on pace (+3%) to break last year's all-time record trade deficit with another country.
That the other country is a totalitarian dictatorship, committed adversary, and four times the size of our
country is seldom discussed in polite (American) company.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—May 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $45.0 billion in May from
$40.1 billion (revised) in April, as exports decreased and imports increased.
The May nonpetroleum deficit ($41.58 billion) was the highest since September 2007 ($41.60
billion).

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•

The goods deficit with China increased from $24.1 billion in April to $27.9 billion in May, as exports
decreased to $8.79 billion and imports increased to $36.65 billion.
Imports to Exports = 4.17 to 1.00
The goods deficit with China represented 43.7% of our entire goods deficit, including oil.

Worth reading, too, is:
“Why Celebrate a False U.S. Manufacturing Renaissance?”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-07-01/why-celebrate-a-false-u-s-manufacturing-renaissance-.html
•

•

Industry's recent surge is a direct result of the magnitude of this highly cyclical sector's recessionary
decline. From the recession's onset in 2007 through its bottom in 2009, domestic manufacturing
output fell almost 15 percent after inflation. Overall output fell, too, but only by 3.9 percent.
Since 2009, real manufacturing production has rebounded by 16.4 percent, more than twice as fast as
the 6.4 percent growth for the entire economy. Nonetheless, domestic industry still hadn't quite

•

regained its pre-recession peak by the end of 2012. The full economy, meanwhile, had erased all of
its real gross-domestic-product losses by 2011.
Imports now control a greater share of U.S. markets for advanced manufacturing goods (38 percent,
according to a new U.S. Business and Industry Council study) than ever before. And U.S.
manufacturing output keeps slipping further behind that of China, the world's new industrialproduction leader.

I just read that the White House is busy rearranging deadlines on the “Affordable” Care Act.
What's that line about furniture on the Titanic?

734.
She’s One of Those People Some People Try to Get Rid Of
July 4, 2013
Even in America, even attractive-and-intelligent women have the right to speak—and to be taken seriously.
Dutch economist Heleen Mees—le scandale du jour—is one of those people some people try to get rid of.
They have their reasons. To wit, she wrote:
“Changing Fortunes: How China’s Boom Caused the Financial Crisis” [doctoral thesis]
http://repub.eur.nl/res/pub/34930
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

It may not come as a surprise that Wall Street has been singled out as the villain in the prevalent
narrative of the financial crisis and the ensuing Great Recession. I show, however, that there were
even larger forces at work. The build-up of savings in China and oil-exporting nations . . . depressed
interest rates worldwide from 2004 on.
In an early column in NRC Handelsblad (February 2005), I put forth that China purposely flooded
U.S. financial markets with cheap money to wash away the very foundations on which the United
States was built. I drew a parallel with the United Kingdom that lost its empire status after World
War II as it succumbed under a burden of foreign debt. John Maynard Keynes always suspected a
preconceived plan of the United States. At the time the United States played the role of world
banker, just like China does today.
The Federal Reserve's monetary policy at the start of the new millennium, which resulted in negative
real interest rates for a prolonged period of time, did not trigger so much the housing boom, as
asserted by John Taylor, but rather the remortgaging boom, spurring personal consumption
expenditures through home equity extraction.
Homeowners in 2005 extracted net $750 billion (or 5.9 percent of GDP) from their homes (up from
$106 billion in 1996), spending two thirds on personal consumption, home improvements and credit
card debt and the rest for acquisition of assets and other.
The non-mortgage debt repaid with those funds can be considered bridge financing for personal
consumption expenditures.
The U.S. spending spree in the early 2000s boosted economic growth and savings in China and oilexporting nations. China's savings are heavily skewed towards fixed-income assets. We see total
debt securities outstanding rising at a higher rate from 2002 onward, despite the fact that the global
savings rate was relatively low at the time.
This coincides with a quickening in China's savings, resulting from both an increase in China's
savings rate and GDP-growth rate. The buildup of debt securities has an economically large and
statistically significant impact on the 10-year U.S. Treasury yield and U.S. mortgage rates.
Despite popular belief, the proliferation of exotic mortgage products can hardly be faulted for the
housing boom and eventual bust. Even if the exotic mortgage products were responsible for the
initial banking crisis, they can't account for the ensuing balance sheet recession. As a share of total
mortgage originations, mortgages with exotic features are less than 5 percent of total mortgages from
2000 - 2006.

•
•

Why long-term interest rates remained puzzlingly low . . . despite the increase in the fed funds rate . .
. will be the subject of discussion in the remaining paragraphs.
The Fed's easy monetary stance, together with the Bush tax cuts and the spending on the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, did not boost the U.S. economy to the extent that might have been expected from
such a massive stimulus at a time when the economy was operating below potential. Instead, China
and oil-exporting nations reaped most of the fruits of U.S. spending. These countries invested a
major part of the proceeds in fixed-income assets. . . .

“How China’s Boom Caused the Financial Crisis” [Foreign Policy]
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/01/17/how_china_s_boom_caused_the_financial_crisis
•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Since the 2008 financial crisis, Wall Street has been the perpetual whipping boy for the ensuing
recession that has rocked the global economy.
Explanations for the twin crises in the United States and Europe simply ignore the facts. Subprime
mortgages with exotic features accounted for less than 5 percent of new mortgages in the United
States from 2000 to 2006. The explanation offered for the crisis in the eurozone overlooks the fact
that Spain and Ireland—two of the weak links in Europe today—were actually paragons of virtue in
terms of the Stability Pact. Both countries boasted budget surpluses in the years leading up to the
crisis, and both had debt-to-GDP ratios of roughly 30 percent, or only about half the level that was
permitted.
Fed policymakers generally looked favorably upon remortgaging as a source of personal
consumption expenditure.
But it was China, not the U.S. economy, that prospered on Americans' spending binge. The world's
most populous country grew at double-digit rates for much of the 2000s. And while the U.S. savings
rate hovered around 15 percent of GDP, China's savings rate increased from 38 percent in 2000 to 54
percent in 2006.
The large buildup of savings in China and other emerging economies (mostly oil exporters) depressed
interest rates worldwide from 2004 on, as too much money was chasing U.S. Treasury bonds and
supposedly risk-free securities, driving up the price of bonds and driving down interest rates.
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, and Spain saw interest rates fall from a level of about 13 percent in
the late 1990s to only 3 percent in 2005. The same excess of savings in China and other emerging
economies that depressed long-term interest rates in the United States played a role here, too. The
sharp fall in interest rates had a significant impact on the housing market in the eurozone's periphery.
The low interest rates also led to excessive government borrowing in Greece, which has now
effectively driven the country into bankruptcy.
Despite all the acrimony in Europe about northern eurozone governments' bailing out the periphery,
the actual costs of the bailouts are low if you take into account the windfall that Germany and the
Netherlands have reaped due to lower borrowing costs.
The economic cataclysms in the United States and Europe may seem driven by their own peculiar
circumstances at first glance, but both would have been much less severe without China's
ascendance. Without China as a major economic player, the low interest rates at the start of the
millennium would have been more effective in kick-starting the U.S. economy.
Part of the manufacturing that took place in China would have been preserved for the United States
and Europe, aiding economic growth in these regions and lessening the need for low interest rates.
And . . . China and other emerging economies' savings would not have depressed long-term interest
rates worldwide.

Follow the money trail. Some people would love to muzzle Heleen Mees. Otherwise, they couldn't care less
about her personal life.

735.
Unemployment, Record High, More Fun with Reality
July 5, 2013
“The Employment Situation—June 2013”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U-3 “headline” unemployment rate: 7.6%—unchanged from May 2013
U-6 unemployment rate: 14.3%—up from 13.8%
Persons at work part time for economic reasons: up +322,000
Total nonfarm jobs: up +195,000
Financial activities: up +17,000
Health care and social assistance: up +23,500
Food services and drinking places: up +51,700
Federal government jobs: down -5,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U-3 unemployment rate: 7.8%—up from 7.3% in May 2013
U-6 unemployment rate: 14.6%—up from 13.4%
Persons at work part time for economic reasons: up +822,000
Total nonfarm jobs: up +422,000
Financial activities: up +73,000
Health care and social assistance: down -2,000
Food services and drinking places: up +139,500
Federal government jobs: up +9,000

“No. 539: June Employment and Unemployment”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-539-june-employment-and-unemployment
•

•

23.4% — SGS unemployment rate for June 2013, which includes our long-term (over 12 months)
unemployed and discouraged, who were legislated out of existence by the Clinton administration in
1994.
23.0% — SGS unemployment rate for May 2013, which until June 2013 was the highest since the
Great Depression of the 1930s.

“U.S. Department of State: Inspection of the Bureau of International Information Programs”
http://oig.state.gov/documents/organization/211193.pdf

•
•

A consensus is emerging that developing numbers of Facebook followers and Twitter fans may not
lead automatically to target audience engagement.
The bureau spent about $630,000 on the two campaigns and succeeded in increasing the fans of the
English Facebook pages from about 100,000 to more than 2 million in each page.

“Smokey the Businessman”
www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/hey_wait_a_minute/2002/06/smokey_the_businessman.html
•
•

Where is the $5 million a day going? If the Hayman Fire is anything like the blazes I visited last
summer while working on a book about wild-land fire, the answer is simple: to private contractors.
Even more troubling is that throwing those sorts of resources at big fires accomplishes little except
the creation of a big bill. Few, if any, large fires are extinguished.

“The Israel-Argentina Yellowcake Connection”
www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nukevault/ebb432
•

•

During 1963-64, the Israeli government secretly acquired 80-100 tons of Argentine uranium oxide
(“yellowcake”) for its nuclear weapons program, according to U.S. and British archival documents
published today for the first time.
The U.S. government learned about the facts of the sale through Canadian intelligence and found out
even more from its Embassy in Argentina. In response to U.S. diplomatic queries about the sale, the
government of Israel was evasive in its replies and gave no answers to the U.S.'s questions about the
transaction.

“Heleen Mees on China’s Growth” [Dutch, subtitled]
www.econtrack.nl/video-detail/40
•
•

Those who delude themselves into thinking China can't sustain this growth because a country that
locks up a Nobel Peace Prize winner can't innovate will be astonished.
I'm afraid China will be an opponent for the West for quite some time. We shouldn't count on them
falling into the same traps we did.

736.
Not All Countries’ 21st Century Will Last 100 Years
July 6, 2013
I wonder if Americans would rather disappoint their Founding Fathers or their biological fathers. . . .
“Most in U.S. Still Proud to Be an American: But 71% say the signers of the declaration would be
disappointed”
www.gallup.com/poll/163361/proud-american.aspx
•

In the June survey, 3% were “only a little proud” and 1% were “not at all proud” to be an American.

“The Strange History of Economics”
www.paecon.net/StrangeHistory.htm
•

•

•
•

Keynes had trained at Cambridge University as a mathematician. When turning his attention to
economics, he was shocked by the way mathematical economists abused mathematics, especially
applying them in meaningless ways to unsuitable phenomena, and he made no secret of his
professional contempt for their empty pretentiousness. But these economists were soon to have their
revenge.
Following WWII, the United States increasingly came to determine (one might say dictate) the shape
of economics worldwide, while within the United States the sources of influence became
concentrated and circumscribed to an absurd degree. This state of affairs, which persists to the
present day, was engineered in significant part by the US Department of Defense, especially its Navy
and Air Force.
Beginning in the 1950s it lavishly funded university research in mathematical economics.
In 1965, RAND created a fellowship program for economics graduate students at the Universities of
California, Harvard, Stanford, Yale, Chicago, Columbia and Princeton, and in addition provided
postdoctoral funds for those who best fitted the mold. These seven economics departments along
with MIT's, an institution long regarded by many as a branch of the Pentagon, have come to dominate
economics globally to an astonishing extent.

“Petition for a Debate on the Teaching of Economics”
www.paecon.net/PAEtexts/Fr-t-petition.htm
•

With the students, we [the professors] denounce the naive and abusive conflation that is often made
between scientificity and the use of mathematics.

“The Bubble Economy as a 2 part play for Privatisation”
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/07/the-bubble-economy-as-a-2-part-play-for-privatisation

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

This new debt-strapped low-interest environment has seen hedge funds and buyout funds doing
something that has not been seen in nearly a century. They are buying up property with cash, starting
with the inventory of foreclosed properties that banks are selling off at distress prices.
The outlook looks dim for corporate sales and hence earnings. So instead of debt-leveraged inflation
of asset prices, we have debt deflation of the overall economy.
We are now drowning in the Bubble Economy's legacy. We can think of this as Phase 2: repayment
time, along with foreclosure time. This is what happens in debt deflation. The Obama administration
has broken its 2008 campaign promises to Congress and to voters to write down mortgage debt to the
ability to pay or to market prices reflecting realistic rental values. The debt legacy has been kept in
place, not written down.
Bubble-generated capital gains taxes are now gone. Properties in default or foreclosure are not
paying taxes. Some municipalities have engaged in desperate gambles on derivatives. But the Wall
Street casino always wins, and most cities have lost heavily to the investment banking sharpies
advising them.
In place of a new bubble, financial elites are demanding privatization sell-offs from debt-strapped
governments. The same dynamic is occurring in Europe.
Prices are not rising because costs and wages are rising, but because of monopoly rents and other
rent-extraction activities.
The financial sector is becoming an oligarchy much like landlords in the 19th century. It is making
gains not by lending—the economy is now “loaned up”—but by direct ownership and charging
economic rent. So we are in the “economic collapse” stage of the financialized bubble economy.
Coping with this legacy and financial power grab will be the great political fight for the remainder of
the 21st century.

Citizens are reminded that not all great political fights look like political fights, and not all countries' 21st
century will last 100 years.

737.
Jefferson and Machiavelli Paine
July 7, 2013
I thought you'd like to know:
“Deleted Slave-Trade Clause, Declaration of Independence” — Thomas Jefferson
www.nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/rebellion/text6/jeffersondraftdecindep.pdf
•

“This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king of
Great Britain . . . now exciting those very people to rise in arms among us . . . thus paying off former
crimes committed against the liberties of one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit
against the lives of another.”

“How Easily Things May Be Conducted in Those Cities in Which the Multitude is Not Corrupt; and
That Where There Is Equality, a Principality Cannot Be Made, and Where There Is Not, a Republic
Cannot Be Made” — Niccolò Machiavelli
www.archive.org/details/DiscoursesOnTheFirstDecadeOfLivy_502
•

•

“This arises from two things: one, not having had great intercourse with neighbors, for neither have
the latter gone to their home nor have they gone to someone else's home, because they have been
content with those goods, to live by those foods, to dress with those woolens that the country
provides. Hence the cause of every intercourse and the beginning of every corruption has been taken
away, for they have not been able to pick up either French or Spanish or Italian customs, which
nations all together are the corruption of the world.”
“The other cause is that those republics in which a political and uncorrupt way of life is maintained
do not endure that any citizen of theirs either be or live in the usage of a gentleman; indeed, they
maintain among themselves an even equality, and to the lords and gentlemen who are in that province
they are very hostile. If by chance some fall into their hands, they kill them as the beginnings of
corruption and the cause of every scandal.”

“Part III. To the Ministers and Preachers of all denominations of Religion.” — Thomas Paine
www.archive.org/details/ageofreason00painiala
•

•

•

“It is the duty of every man, as far as his ability extends, to detect and expose delusion and error. But
nature has not given to everyone a talent for the purpose; and among those to whom such a talent is
given, there is often a want of disposition or of courage to do it.”
“When men from custom or fashion, or any worldly motive, profess or pretend to believe what they
do not believe, nor can give any reason for believing, they unship the helm of their morality, and
being no longer honest to their own minds, they feel no moral difficulty in being unjust to others.”
“As in my political works my motive and object have been to give man an elevated sense of his own
character . . . so in my publications on religious subjects, my endeavors have been directed to bring

man to a right use of the reason that God has given him; to impress on him the great principles of
divine morality, justice, mercy, and a benevolent disposition to all men.”
Popular history has it that in 1802, Thomas Jefferson advised Thomas Paine not to publish Part III.

738.
We understood the dangers. . . .
July 8, 2013
Once upon a time, there was a cautionary tale. . . .
“The Egyptian Army: State Within A State”
www.barrymlando.com/https/barry-landosquarespacecom/2013/7/4/the-egyptian-armys-state-within-a-state
•

•

•
•

But since the fall of Mubarak, the military have feared not just a takeover by radical Muslims. There
is also the fact that real civilian rule could spell an end to the system of massive military corruption
and patronage that has gone on for decades in Egypt.
There's no way to know how efficient or inefficient the military are, nor how much money their vast
enterprises make, nor how many millions or billions get skimmed off since the military's operations
are off the nation's books.
Even Mohammed Morsi when he became president, was obliged to agree to the military's demand
that there would be no civilian oversight of the military budget.
A perceptive look into all this came via a 2008 U.S. diplomatic cable released by WikiLeakes. The
writer in the U.S. Embassy in Cairo ticked off the various businesses the military was involved in,
and considered how the military might react if Egypt's then president, Hosni Mubarak, were to lose
power. The military would almost certainly go along with a successor, the cable's author wrote, as
long as that successor didn't interfere in the military's business arrangements.

“Japan made secret promise with U.S. to restart pluthermal nuclear program”
www.mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20130625p2a00m0na006000c.html
•
•

The fact that a Japanese official promised to the U.S. to implement such a controversial project
without a prior explanation to the Japanese public is expected to stir up controversy.
The promotion of a nuclear fuel cycle implies extraction of plutonium from spent nuclear fuel at the
Rokkasho Reprocessing Plant in Aomori Prefecture. But Japan's “zero nuclear power” policy and the
suspension of the Monjo reactor could leave the nation without a facility to burn plutonium.
Poneman [deputy secretary, U.S. Department of Energy] expressed concern that this would create a
situation in which plutonium could be diverted to military use.

Compare, if only for fun:
“United States Circumvented Laws to Help Japan Accumulate Tons of Plutonium”
www.dcbureau.org/201204097128/national-security-news-service/united-states-circumvented-laws-to-helpjapan-accumulate-tons-of-plutonium.html
•

According to CIA reports, the U.S. has known about a secret nuclear weapons program in Japan since
the 1960s.

•
•

•
•

Japan has used its electrical utility companies as a cover to amass enough nuclear weapons materials
to build a nuclear arsenal larger than China, India and Pakistan combined.
The Japanese government exploited the Japanese public's well-known abhorrence of nuclear weapons
to discourage the media and historians from delving into its nuclear weapons activities.
Consequently, until the March 2011 [Fukushima] tragedy, the Japanese nuclear industry had largely
remained hidden from critical eyes.
International corporations and officials sacrificed the safety and security of the public to carry out the
deception. Under the guise of a peaceful nuclear power program, they made huge profits.
Japan used civilian nuclear power to hide a secret bomb program, and peaceful space exploration as a
cover for developing sophisticated nuclear weapons delivery systems.

Me quoting me, if only for fun:
“The Constitution—when read for spirit and intention, not loopholes—encourages a standing professional
navy to protect American trade, but discourages a standing professional army. The Founding Fathers, having
read their history books, understood the dangers.”

739.
“That the gun barrel is held only by. . . .”
July 9, 2013
“Be determined to do the things the party asks you to do, and be resolute in rejecting things that are
prohibited by the party. It should be ensured that the gun barrel is held only by reliable people who are loyal
to the party.” — President Xi Jinping
“Xi issues new rules to rein in PLA excesses”
www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1278257/xi-issues-new-rules-rein-pla-excesses
•

Yue Gang, a retired colonel and military commentator, said Xi held the army to a higher standard and
wanted it to lead the way in implementing Beijing's orders.

“Hero Fukushima ex-manager who foiled nuclear disaster dies of cancer”
www.rt.com/news/fukushima-manager-yoshida-dies-cancer-829
•
•

•

Had he obeyed the [Tokyo Electric Power Co., Inc.] order, the whole of north eastern Japan would
possibly have been uninhabitable for decades, if not centuries.
In August 2012, Yoshida went against traditions of Japanese corporate culture and recorded a video
diary . . . because “the human element had been lost” from the many investigative reports written
about the accident at Fukushima.
Doctors have maintained repeatedly that Yoshida's illness had nothing to do with exposure to high
doses of radiation.

“One Percent of One Percent”
www.sunlightfoundation.com/blog/tag/one-percent-of-one-percent
•

In the 2012 election, 28% of all disclosed political contributions came from just 31,385 people. In a
nation of 313.85 million, these donors represent the 1% of the 1%.

“Fed’s quantitative easing equates to Cypriot government stealing wealth”
www.rt.com/op-edge/fed-easing-stealing-wealth-guises-770
•

•

Let's revisit the gold confiscation by FDR in 1933 in America. The government went door-to-door
and took people's gold in the name of the US government. Actually, they forced them to sell their
gold at $20.67—and then raised the price of gold to $35—devaluing money by 40%.
Imagine if FDR had confiscated that gold and . . . simply handed it over to his closest supporters,
kleptocrats and monopolists who had caused the country to fall in Depression to begin with. Now
you have a better idea of Fed policy in America today.

•

Meanwhile . . . Wall St. and the City of London . . . force the price lower despite a global surge in
demand that has drained gold warehouses of most of their inventory.

I sent you this Max Keiser rant as a “heads-up.” I'm not attached to the gold standard.
I'm attached to the wealth creation standard.

740.
With Every Complicit Purchase
July 10, 2013
Have you ever looked a Chinese-made product and wondered how the heck they can sell it so cheap?
The answer is: they can't. That product was subsidized by the People's Republic of China, which is a product
of the People's Liberation Army, which is a product of the Chinese Communist Party.
Dr. Gomory was useful and clear:
“Lower prices are not low if you lose your job to get them.”
If you haven't lost your job, be patient. You will. Chances are zero you cannot be replaced by a lower-cost
“multinational”—resulting in higher profits for some global whatever.
U.S. unemployment is the worst since the Great Depression of the 1930s. Euro Area unemployment is the
worst it's ever been, period.
This is what happens when countries stop manufacturing and creating wealth. Things can only get worse
until we get back in the business of making them.
Meanwhile, people you thought were safe, and people you care about, will suffer, increasingly, and some
will die.
Have you ever noticed that almost 100% of what passes for “economic” and “financial” news and knowledge
is about the fictitious economy of wealth transfer?
Why would we even care—except to put an end to it? How can we be so entertained by our own
executioners?
Some links:
“On Manufacturing and Innovation”
www.huffingtonpost.com/ralph-gomory/on-manufacturing-and-inno_b_3567196.html
•

We could innovate until the cows come home and if we can't translate that innovation into something
substantial that adds to the economic output of the United States, it does little for America. If our
strategy is to generate new ideas that other countries acquire, either as the foundation of a new
industry or to gain an advantage in an old one, we will have the expense and glory of being
innovators, and they will have the resulting industries and economic benefits.

“No. 540: Updated No. 539”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-540-updated-june-employment-and-unemployment-money-supply-m3
•

23.4% — seasonally adjusted U.S. unemployment rate for June 2013. Shadow Government Statistics
includes our long-term (over 1 year) unemployed and discouraged, who in 1994 were reclassified as
“Not In Labor Force” by the Clinton administration.

“Euro area unemployment rate at 12.2%—May 2013—REVISED VERSION”
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-01072013-BP/EN/3-01072013-BP-EN.PDF
•
•
•

The French unemployment rate for May 2013 is revised upwards by 0.5 percentage points.
EA17 unemployment: 12.2%—up from 11.3% in May 2012—and another all-time record high.
EU28 persons unemployed: 26,798,000—up from 25,342,000 in May 2012.

I'll close with this recent money quote from Chinese president Xi Jinping:
“Be determined to do the things the party asks you to do, and be resolute in rejecting things that are
prohibited by the party. It should be ensured that the gun barrel is held only by reliable people who are loyal
to the party.”
We aid and abet with every complicit purchase.
When will We the People finally realize that workers and consumers are the same We the People?

741.
Your Global Economy: Unemployment in Australia
July 11, 2013
Worst unemployment since October 2009:
“Labour Force, Australia, June 2013”
www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mf/6202.0
•
•

Unemployment rate: 5.7%—up from 5.1% in June 2012 and the highest since October 2009
March 2008: 4.0%

Australia's biggest trading partner is China:
“Australian Merchandise Trade with China, 2012”
www.dfat.gov.au/geo/fs/chin.pdf
•
•

Exports: A$73.3 billion
Imports: A$44.5 billion

A surplus. Wonderful. However:
“Major Australian Exports to China, 2012”
•
•
•
•

Iron ores & concentrates
Coal
Gold
Crude petroleum

“Major Australian Imports from China, 2012”
•
•
•
•

Telecom equipment & parts
Computers
Clothing
Furniture, mattresses & cushions

Dumb question:
Why would Australia's politicians allow Australia to become a colony of China?

742.
Can We Report Any Threatening Insider—or Just One
Another?
July 12, 2013
In virtually every federal department and agency, workers who fail to report “high-risk persons or behaviors”
could face criminal charges.
“Experts: Obama’s plan to predict future leakers unproven, unlikely to work”
www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/07/09/196211/linchpin-for-obamas-plan-to-predict.html
•

•

•

Under the program, which is being implemented with little public attention, security investigations
can be launched when government employees showing “indicators of insider threat behavior” are
reported by co-workers, according to previously undisclosed administration documents obtained by
McClatchy.
The White House, the Justice Department, the Peace Corps and the Departments of Health and
Human Services, Homeland Security, and Education refused to answer questions about the program's
implementation.
Although agencies and departments are still setting up their programs, some employees already are
being urged to watch co-workers for “indicators” that include stress, divorce, and financial problems.

“Bernanke’s 180”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/07/12/bernankes-180
•

•

On Wednesday, Chairman Flipflop announced that Central Bank monetary policy would be “highly
accommodative . . . for the foreseeable future.” Naturally, traders were euphoric about Bernanke's
change of heart.
It's going to be pedal-to-the-metal until the bitter end. . . .

“Hillary Clinton Taps Speechmaking Gold Mine”
www.nytimes.com/2013/07/12/us/politics/hillary-clinton-hits-the-lucrative-speechmaking-trail.html
•

The $200,000 she commands appears to be comparable to what Bill Clinton receives for speeches
delivered in this country, though Mr. Clinton—who earned $17 million from speeches last year—has
collected much more outside the United States, including the $700,000 he was paid when he spoke to
a company in Lagos, Nigeria.

The good news is that, some day, they'll understand that their world and our world are different worlds—and
we don't want them living in theirs.

743.
For us, with whom publicity and truth are the air and light of
existence,
July 13, 2013
“For us, with whom publicity and truth are the air and light of existence, there can be no greater disgrace
than to recoil from the frank and accurate disclosure of facts as they are.” — The [London] Times on
February 6, 1852
“H.R. 10384: An Act To regulate the admission of aliens to, and the residence of aliens in, the United
States.”
•

Sec. 3. That the following classes of aliens shall be excluded from admission into the United States:
All idiots, imbeciles, feeble-minded persons, epileptics, insane persons; persons who have had one or
more attacks of insanity at any time previously; persons of constitutional psychopathic inferiority;
persons with chronic alcoholism; paupers; professional beggars; vagrants; persons afflicted with
tuberculosis in any form or with a loathsome or dangerous contagious disease; persons not
comprehended within any of the foregoing excluded classes who are found to be and are certified by
the examining surgeon as being mentally or physically defective, such physical defect being of a
nature which may affect the ability of such alien to earn a living; persons who are convicted of or
admit having committed a felony or other crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;
polygamists, or persons who practice polygamy or believe in or advocate the practice of polygamy;
anarchists, or persons who believe in or advocate the overthrow by force or violence of the
Government of the United States, or of all forms of law, or who disbelieve in or are opposed to
organized government, or who advocate the assassination of public officials, or who advocate or
teach the unlawful destruction of property; . . . prostitutes, or persons coming into the United States
for the purpose of prostitution or for any other immoral purpose; persons who directly or indirectly
procure or attempt to procure or import prostitutes or persons for the purpose of prostitution or for
any other immoral purpose; . . . persons hereinafter called contract laborers, who have been induced,
assisted, encouraged, or solicited to migrate to this country by offers or promises of employment,
whether such offers or promises are true or false, or in consequence of agreements, oral, written or
printed, express or implied, to perform labor in this country of any kind, skilled or unskilled; . . .
persons likely to become a public charge; . . . persons whose ticket or passage is paid for by any
corporation, association, society, municipality, or foreign Government, either directly or indirectly; . .
. All aliens over sixteen years of age, physically capable of reading, who can not read the English
language, or some other language or dialect, including Hebrew and Yiddish. . . .

Woodrow Wilson vetoed the bill: “In most of the provisions of the bill I should be very glad to concur, but I
can not rid myself of the conviction that the literacy test constitutes a radical change in the policy of the
Nation which is not justified in principle. It is not a test of character, of quality, or of personal fitness. . . .”
Congress overrode the President's veto.
“Global Wage Trends for Apparel Workers, 2001 – 2011”

www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/RealWageStudy-3.pdf
•

We have examined the trends from 2001 to 2011 in real wages for apparel-sector workers in 15 of the
top 21 manufacturing countries. In nine countries—Bangladesh, Cambodia, the Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, the Philippines, and Thailand—the prevailing real wage
for apparel-sector workers in 2011 was less than it was in 2001. That is, apparel-sector workers in
the majority of the countries studied saw their purchasing power decrease and slipped further away
from receiving a living wage.

So much for betraying our real economy for the greater global good.
“The Weapons of Mass Distraction”
www.billmoyers.com/segment/marty-kaplan-on-the-weapons-of-mass-distraction
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

What happened in Brazil, which is so encouraging about citizens taking their destiny into their own
hands [“and they were saying a good teacher is worth more than this soccer star”] is not happening
here. We have unemployment and hunger and crumbling infrastructure and a tax system out of
whack and a corrupt political system. Why are we not also taking to the streets is the question.
The tragedy of journalism now is that it is demand driven, and when you ask people what they
want—we're like one of those rats that have a lever to push and cocaine comes out. And once that
happens one time, they'll stay there till they die. . . .
We are capable of turning away because we get bored with one thing and need the next.
Because we have been taught that we will be ineffective and fail, it seems like the gesture of a rube to
be hopeful.
The news industry is now part of the privileged elite. They are not the scrappy adversaries that one
would hope they would be, fighting for the little guy. They are the man. And if public transportation
costs a little more, the studio's going to send a car for them anyway. The problem is that corporate
self-interest plays itself out in the content of news.
[Another] problem, especially in recent years, is the more informed I am, the more despondent I am,
because day after day there is news which drives me crazy and I want to see the public rise up in
outrage and say, no. . . .
I have children. I have to be an optimist. The globe has children. We have to be optimists. There is
no choice. What is the alternative? If you are a pessimist, well, the most you can do, I suppose, is
medicate yourself with the latest blockbuster and some sugar, salt, and fat that's being marketed to
you.
The only responsible thing that you can do is say that individuals can make a difference and I will
try, we will try, to make that.
The internet has been, in principle, a way in which people can gauge the growth of a community of
discontent. It is not as important so far as actually physically getting off your duff and going into the
street.

“And that's the way it is, Saturday, July 13, 2013. . . .”

744.
Ill Gotten, Ill Applied, Off With Their Heads
July 14, 2013
Economy experts selling their time,
“Why On Earth Does Anyone Pay Economists for Their Work?”
www.cepr.net/index.php/blogs/beat-the-press/why-on-earth-does-anyone-pay-economists-for-their-work
•

This says everything anyone needs to know about the quality of economic debate. It is complete
nonsense. Policy is designed of, by, and for the powerful, end of story. They are just going to pursue
the policies they want to follow.

The future decided at the giant's store—
“Every Day, Low Wages”
www.epi.org/blog/every-day-lowwages
•

•

•

It's hard to view Walmart's threat to scuttle the three stores, made literally the day before the Council
[minimum wage] vote, as anything but outright bullying by the largest and one of the most profitable
corporations in the world.
Until now, the company's business model of taking over local retail markets then squeezing suppliers,
employees, and local and state governments has allowed the Walton family to acquire a combined
wealth greater than the bottom 48.8 million American families combined—41.5 percent of all U.S.
families. Yet the company can't afford paying a wage that's not even 60 percent of the average wage
of its closest competitor?
Researchers at UC Berkeley calculated in 2011 that if every Walmart nationwide had a minimum
wage of $12 per hour and passed the entire additional cost on to consumers—i.e., without taking
anything out of Walmart's profit margins—it would increase prices by a mere 1.1 percent, or $0.46
per shopping trip for the average Walmart shopper.

A fairly controversial book, fairly reviewed and recommended by none less than Chalmers Johnson:
“The Looting of Asia”
www.lrb.co.uk/v25/n22/chalmers-johnson/the-looting-of-asia
•

It may be pointless to try to establish which World War Two Axis aggressor, Germany or Japan, was
the more brutal to the peoples it victimised. The Germans killed six million Jews and 20 million
Russians; the Japanese slaughtered as many as 30 million Filipinos, Malays, Vietnamese,
Cambodians, Indonesians, and Burmese, at least 23 million of them ethnic Chinese.

•
•

•
•
•

Both nations looted the countries they conquered on a monumental scale, though Japan plundered
more, over a longer period, than the Nazis.
The German Government has long recognised that, in order to re-establish relations of mutual respect
with the countries it pillaged, serious gestures towards restitution are necessary. It has so far paid
more than $45 billion in compensation and reparations. Japan, on the other hand, has given its
victims a mere $3 billion, while giving its own nationals around $400 billion in compensation for war
losses.
The US keeps many of its archives concerned with postwar Japan highly classified, in violation of its
own laws.
Why has the US pursued such divergent policies towards postwar Germany and Japan? Why was the
peace treaty written in the way it was?
It concerns what the United States did with Japan's loot once it discovered how much of it there was,
the form it took, and how little influence its original owners had.

On any given day, I'll drive past half a dozen “Cash for Gold” stores that have been in business for years.

745.
My Issue Is That If We Cannot Eat, None Of The Other
Issues Matter
July 15, 2013
I like most of this article, the title of which encapsulates our current predicament. Still, this kind of stuff
might be doing more harm than good. Wall Street and Washington love it when we whine and blog and
expose their crimes. We're helping them to distract us—to render us harmless—by joining the circus. We
vent and we feel smart, but our energy is vented, too—lost, dissipated, redirected to dead ends.
By now, most of us know what “they” are doing to us, but we're not actually doing anything to stop them.
We're not hitting them where it hurts—and we could, at any time.
What's missing is courage. Almost nobody is willing to risk losing anything they think they embody or
possess.
Article:
“Are Corporations Trying to Distract Us with Social Issues While They Take Control of Our
Economy?”
www.alternet.org/corporate-accountability-and-workplace/are-corporations-trying-distract-us-social-issueswhile-they
•

None of this is meant to condemn liberals who support corporate-backed politicians. We all want
safety and security, and that includes the sense that we have leaders we can trust. But there's a
difference between being led and being had. It's time to demand leaders who understand that
economic justice is an essential part of our national fabric, and that you can't achieve full equality
without it.

Recently, a media personality said I “focus on mainly one issue,” to which I predictably responded:
“My issue is that if we cannot eat, none of the other issues matter.”

746.
Dupes of a Con Game We Still Don’t Understand
July 16, 2013
Before I bullet-point these articles on propaganda, etc., I might say that Karl Marx was a talented economist
who necessarily understood industrial capitalism better than he understood communism. But all economic
systems have to create wealth, and there aren't many ways to accomplish this, so all economic ideologies
overlap, and some people find this disturbing.
In the West, for quite some decades now, large multinational corporations have been replacing the nation
state. This is not socialism, communism, or capitalism by any useful definitions.
We are dupes of a con game we still haven't defined and still don't understand. Some call it
“financialization” or “financial capitalism”—certainly, it's what passes for “capitalism” these days and gets
all the attention—but it's really just a swindle in which money markers claiming goods and services are
rearranged, ultimately concentrated at the top of the pyramid.
As long as we continue to accept the rules—that these claims on goods and services are legitimate—we will
continue to lose the game. We will blame everyone but ourselves.
We will blame everything but the game itself.
“When Evil Was a Social System: The moral burdens of communist rule”
www.newrepublic.com/article/113574/when-evil-was-social-system-moral-burdens-communist-rule
•
•
•
•

It is impossible for a people to resist tyranny without a clear idea of who “we the people” is. The
highest priority . . . was to keep such an idea from emerging spontaneously.
Communists have always acted more forcibly to undermine free association than to undermine free
enterprise.
The person who did not make an outright, preemptive demonstration of his servility might cause you
trouble later on.
In [some] circumstances, propaganda can be a balm. It provides a way for men to lie to themselves,
to rationalize submission to the strong, to save face. “I don't like everything Stalin says,” you could
mutter (quietly!) to your wife, “but someone has to do something about the illiterate.”

“U.S. Repeals Propaganda Ban, Spreads Government-Made News to Americans”
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/07/12/us_backs_off_propaganda_ban_spreads_government_ma
de_news_to_americans
•

The result: an unleashing of thousands of hours per week of government-funded radio and TV
programs for domestic U.S. consumption in a reform initially criticized [by Michael Hastings, among
others] as a green light for U.S. domestic propaganda efforts. So what just happened?

Let's just say, “time will tell.”
Meanwhile, please try to remember that propaganda comes in many different flavors.

747.
If He’d Said Something Sooner
July 17, 2013
Do we have the courage to let our children be happy?
From yesterday's “Dupes of a Con Game We Still Don't Understand”:
•

[fill in the blank] provides a way for men to lie to themselves, to rationalize submission to the strong,
to save face. “I don't like everything Stalin says,” you could mutter (quietly!) to your wife, “but
someone has to do something about the illiterate.”

Going back a little further:
“Perchance he for whom this bell tolls may be so ill, as that he knows not it tolls for him; and perchance I
may think myself so much better than I am, as that they who are about me, and see my state, may have
caused it to toll for me, and I know not that.”
So there's your out: perchance I know not.
Now what about the whores, halfwits, and high school boys we've got running this country?
The good news is that they, too, must be terrible cowards.
Interview with Larry Wilkerson:
“Snowden: Symptom or Disease?”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10426
•

•

•
•

War breeds tyranny. War breeds people who want to prosecute and persecute those who reveal that
tyranny. So what we have is the government becoming more draconian—clearly understandable. It
always does in a period of war.
This is a symptom of the state of our country, which is a country in the arms of a media that is
completely complacent, is owned indeed by the corporatocracy that runs this country, and of a
government that can't get out of the hands of the “military-industrial-intelligence-congressional”—
you name it. It is so comprehensive and so widespread today that one can't even get away with
calling it what Eisenhower called it in 1961.
It's a product of what we've become, which is a state that lives for war.
George Washington was even worried at the time about the length of the so-called Revolutionary
War, when it got to its sixth and seventh year, because they knew, these people who had started this
effort in this country knew, that war was the condition most apt to produce tyranny. It's not any
rocket science to figure that out.

•

And here we are a dozen years or more at war, longer than any period in our history, and we've got
all these things happening that are the trappings of war, and we sit around and ponder and wonder
why.

Just for the record:
I'll never call Snowden a “hero” because a hero doesn't run and hide. This is not to say that a spy or a traitor
cannot accomplish something good.
I'll never be impressed that Eisenhower waited until his farewell speech to warn us about the militaryindustrial complex. This is not to say his advice was not useful.
Just that if he'd said something sooner, we would have taken his advice more seriously.

748.
Today’s Platter: Subtle Yet Smoky
July 18, 2013
Generally (predictably, lamentably) readers love it when I point a finger at The Man, hate it when I say we're
all part of the problem/solution.
Today's links, subtle yet smoky:
“Ping Pong Balls Break The Sound Barrier”
www.insidescience.org/content/ping-pong-balls-break-sound-barrier/1189
•

The engineers do caution that this should not be done at home. It should only be done in a safe lab
environment.

“I Hereby Resign in Protest Effective Immediately”
www.commondreams.org/view/2013/07/16-5
•

Some will say that I am being irresponsible, impractical, and irrational. Others will insist that I am
crazy. I have come to believe that the true insanity is doing nothing.

“Shyness cannot be ‘cured’; It is part of being human”
www.aeonmagazine.com/being-human/shyness-cannot-be-cured-it-is-part-of-being-human
•

Being cautious and risk-avoiding . . . might over-evolve into excessive timidity. For all our need for
intimacy, we ultimately face the world alone and cannot enter another person's life or mind without
effort and difficulty. Shyness isn't something that alienates me from everyone else; it's the common
thread that links us all.

“Boeing’s Plastic Planes”
www.harpers.org/blog/2013/07/boeings-plastic-planes
•

This airplane [the 787 Dreamliner] and its faults have much to tell us about the corrupting influence
of the military-industrial complex on a once-great company, and on American manufacturing in
general. Boeing's risky choice prompted one aerospace engineer to remark, “Friends don't let friends
fly in plastic airplanes.”

“Italy’s Ligrestis arrested in Fondiaria probe”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/07/17/us-ligresti-arrests-idUSBRE96G0VI20130717

•

Salvatore Ligresti, Fondiaria's former chairman Antonio Talarico, and its ex-CEO Fausto Marchionni
were all placed under home arrest. Ligresti's daughters Jonella and Giulia as well as ex-CEO
Emanuele Erbetta were being held in jail, while his son, Paolo, is not in Italy and faces a European
arrest order. Federico Ghizzoni, CEO of UniCredit, Italy's biggest bank by assets and the largest
creditor of Premafin and Fondiaria, said on Wednesday the arrests would not have repercussions on
the merger between Fondiaria [which owns Serbia's DDOR Novi Sad] and Unipol [which owns the
tallest building in Bologna].

“Special Deal: The shadowy cartel of doctors that controls Medicare”
www.washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/july_august_2013/features/special_deal045641.php
•

Since 1992, the AMA has summoned this same committee three times a year. It's called the
Specialty Society Relative Value Scale Update Committee (or RUC, pronounced “ruck”), and it's
probably one of the most powerful committees in America that you've never heard of. After that
meeting in April, there was not so much as a single headline, not in any major newspaper, not even
on the wonkiest of TV shows, announcing that it had taken place at all. The Affordable Care Act . . .
doesn't much change the way the reimbursement system works.

“Apocalypse Soon: The U.S. Dollar’s Grim Future—And How To Prepare For It”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/07/15/apocalypse-soon-the-u-s-dollars-grim-future-and-howto-prepare-for-it
•

Of course, conventional wisdom holds that it is other currencies that are in trouble. The current issue
of The Economist magazine, for instance, cites. . . .

Much as I choke on Eamonn Fingleton's last two paragraphs, I'll pass them along in hopes they encourage
you to read his first two.

749.
So Wrong, So Many Ways
July 19, 2013
First, an update:
OpenSecrets.org today reports that for 2012, News Corporation (Fox News, The Wall Street Journal)
contributed $2.33 to Democratic candidates for every $1.00 to Republican candidates, and $5.19 to Barack
Obama for every $1.00 to Mitt Romney.
I think this might help explain our military spending, but I don't think so.
Moving along:
“Syria-Aiding Russian Contractor Awarded Another DoD Contract”
www.pogo.org/blog/2013/07/20130717-syria-aiding-russian-contractor-awarded-another-defensecontract.html
•
•

It appears that the DoD maneuvered to use FY 2012 funds (rather than FY 2013 funds) to finance
Rosoboronexport's new [$572 million] deal, taking advantage of a loophole in the NDAA.
Rosoboronexport's past deal was a “sole-source contract,” meaning there was no competition for the
huge contract. Because of the uncompetitive nature of the deal, the U.S. was likely overcharged,
according to a congressional staffer POGO consulted with last year.

This is so wrong in so many ways. I won't be surprised to learn that their generals' wives and our generals'
wives are bridge partners.
Now here's a useful item:
“Stealth Currency Manipulation”
http://prestowitz.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/07/18/stealth_currency_manipulation
•

•

Does anyone believe that the euro used in Cyprus is the same as the one used even in Greece let alone
Germany? Does anyone think that the Spanish euro is the same as the German euro? To ask the
question is to answer it.
A few years ago I suggested that the solution to the eurozone crisis was for Germany to go back to
the old D-Mark. Critics accused me of secretly wishing to undermine the euro. Of course, my
suggestion was not adopted and the result now is that rather than the euro it is much of the eurozone
itself that is being destroyed.

And—why not?
“The Government Is About To Revise Every GDP Report Since 1929”

www.businessinsider.com/every-gdp-since-1929-getting-revised-2013-7
•

The BEA will add R&D and royalties from film, television, literature, and music into GDP accounts,
painting a sunnier picture of our economic history.

Japan should follow our example and capitalize their campaign against Detroit. This would set the record
straight and greatly improve their debt-to-GDP ratio.

750.
They Want Other Things
July 20, 2013
Helen Thomas died today, just two days after her hometown of Detroit filed for bankruptcy. The media with
both stories will attempt to divide us even further.
Funny, how on some days everything seems related.
“Nader says reinstate Helen Thomas”
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=5266
•

I once asked Brit Hume, who was on the Sunday talk shows—he was the host a few times for ABC—
I said, “Why do you all ask such softball questions to these senators, these people from the White
House?” He said, “Don't you understand?” He said, “This is the networks' way of giving the
politicians a platform, because they don't want to alienate them. They want other things from the
government.”

“Friend or Fro”

www.clowncrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Friend-or-Fro1.jpg

751.
Two Powerful Articles, Questions
July 21, 2013
And this is good for our country—exactly how?
“A Shuffle of Aluminum, but to Banks, Pure Gold”
www.nytimes.com/2013/07/21/business/a-shuffle-of-aluminum-but-to-banks-pure-gold.html
•

•

•
•

Each day, a fleet of trucks shuffles 1,500-pound bars of the metal among the [27 Detroit area]
warehouses. Two or three times a day, sometimes more, the drivers make the same circuits. They
load in one warehouse. They unload in another. And then they do it again. This industrial dance has
been choreographed by Goldman to exploit pricing regulations set up by an overseas commodities
exchange.
Using special exemptions granted by the Federal Reserve Bank and relaxed regulations approved by
Congress, the banks have bought huge swaths of infrastructure used to store commodities and deliver
them to consumers.
The efforts by Goldman and other financial players has cost American consumers more than $5
billion over the past three years.
The Securities and Exchange Commission late last year approved a plan that will allow JPMorgan
Chase, Goldman, and BlackRock to buy up to 80 percent of the copper available on the market.

“Janet Jackson’s New Husband, An Alleged Rape In Dubai, And The Perils Of Globalism”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/07/21/what-a-wonderful-world-get-raped-in-dubai-and-youllserve-16-months-in-prison
•

•

•
•

•

For me, as someone who has spent 27 years watching the world from a vantage point in East Asia,
the episode illustrates in microcosm an obvious and profoundly troubling fact: globalism is a oneword oxymoron.
Certainly, all American wishful thinking to the contrary, the world is NOT converging to American
values. Yes, of course, more and more consumers around the world are drinking Coca-Cola and
eating Big Macs. But this is a superficial observation that says nothing about any values worth the
name.
The larger point here is that Eastern and Western cultures are mutually incompatible.
For globalism, the Asians will never cut much slack. This applies in spades to the naïve American
view that globalization and Americanization are somehow the same thing (thank you George H.W.
Bush, William Jefferson Clinton, and, of course, Thomas L. Friedman).
Asians are incandescent with rage at such casual cultural imperialism but, being Asians, rarely give
any explicit indication of their anger. They expect you to be able to read between the lines.

And you, in the mirror, are good for our country—exactly how?

752.
Because too many “experts” still don’t get it.
July 22, 2013
A country with an export surplus the size of China's will—of course!—be affected by downturns in its
customers' economies.
China—please note!—has been fundamentally responsible for these downturns.
China has more people than the U.S. and Europe put together: 1.36 billion, with practically as many
untapped consumers, and workers, with more on the way.
One last point I'd like to make: my third-ever “Dollar to the Giant” mailing, though I'm not sure even the
PLA expected its manufacturing sector to be financing America's war sector in exchange for raw materials
and energy resources.
Etc.
From July 16, 2008:
“Unrestricted Warfare”
[FFC #3]
Reply to this e-mail for a PDF copy of Unrestricted Warfare (CIA/FBIS translation).
No charge.

753.
Too Many “Experts” Still Don’t Get It—Part Two
July 22, 2013
From a conversation between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a U.S. delegation to China:¹
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clark Bowers: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
Mo Xiusong: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may
take well over a hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
Clark Bowers: Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or
their economic environment still exist?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be against the laws of science.
Clark Bowers: As part of your reform, do you even desire to ever allow for anti-Socialist political
parties?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be unconstitutional.
Clark Bowers: Do you have any desire to change this part of the constitution?
Mo Xiusong: No, the people wouldn't support it.
Clark Bowers: Who speaks for the people of China?
Mo Xiusong: The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their
mind.
Mo Xiusong continues: The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that
tore the social fabric of the USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, and history has vindicated our leadership by the economic and political stability that has
followed.

“Dollar to the Giant” note: Surprisingly few Americans remember that the Communist Party of China
created the People's Liberation Army long before there was a People's Republic of China. The CCP and
PLA then—“out of the barrel of a gun,” in Chairman Mao's words—established the People's Republic of
China. Essentially, they are all one and the same.
When we buy Chinese-made goods, our money supports the People's Liberation Army. When multinational
corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist Party.
Earlier this month (July 2013), Chinese President Xi Jinping told the Central Military Commission:²
“Be determined to do the things the party asks you to do, and be resolute in rejecting things that are
prohibited by the party. It should be ensured that the gun barrel is held only by reliable people who are loyal
to the party.”
Yue Gang, a retired colonel and military commentator, said that President Xi, who is also Chairman of the
Central Military Commission, held the army to a higher standard and wanted it to lead the way in
implementing Beijing's orders.

—
¹Quoted in Beating the Unbeatable Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D., pages 408 – 410
²www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1278257/xi-issues-new-rules-rein-pla-excesses

754.
The Corporation and Our Effort to Exert Less Effort
July 23, 2013
When I hear the word “corporation,” I think “people pooling power.”
At the expense of people.
What isn't a corporation?
“Death by Corporation, Part II: Companies as Cancer Cells”
www.truth-out.org/news/item/17705-death-by-corporation-part-ii-companies-as-cancer-cells
•

•

•

The 2008 financial crisis became a human crisis. The World Bank estimated that 53 million people
worldwide were thrown into poverty and that between 200,000 and 400,000 babies died annually as a
result.
Spending on prescription drugs more than doubled between 1999 and 2008. More than 20 percent of
all American adults are taking at least one drug for “psychiatric” or “behavioral” disorders. Twentyfive percent of American children now take a drug for some kind of chronic condition. Nearly 3
million children are on Lipitor, the anti-cholesterol drug.
Eighty-seven of the top human food crops, which supply about 90 percent of the world's nutrition, are
pollinated by bees.

“TAFTA: Corporations Express Fear of Democracy”
http://citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/07/tafta-industry-comments-and-democracy.html
•

Many of the large corporations use their comments to support “science-based regulation” over
“political” considerations. But what do these corporations mean when they use the word “political”?
One possibility is anything they happen to disagree with.

It seems to me that science is yet another religion that will fail mankind in our effort to exert less effort.

755.
It’s Just What We Do
July 24, 2013
We've been here before. Some say it's because we never learn—but maybe it's really because we enjoy the
re-learning. Americans are human, after all, so we understand things like greed and power and crooked
politicians. Whenever they've gotten too far out of line, we've always managed to put them straight—and
have a good time doing it. Americans are prosperous humans, after all, and easily bored.
From 1913, Thomas Woodrow Wilson—not my favorite President, but these are brilliant reminders—in The
New Freedom:
•

•

•

•

There are cities in America of whose government we are ashamed. There are cities everywhere, in
every part of the land, in which we feel that, not the interests of the public, but the interests of special
privileges, of selfish men, are served; where contracts take precedence over public interest.
All over the Union people are coming to feel that they have no control over the course of affairs. I
live in one of the greatest States in the union, which was at one time in slavery. Until two years ago
we had witnessed with increasing concern the growth in New Jersey of a spirit of almost cynical
despair. Men said: “We vote; we are offered the platform we want; we elect the men who stand on
that platform, and we get absolutely nothing.” So they began to ask: “What is the use of voting? We
know that the machines of both parties are subsidized by the same persons, and therefore it is useless
to turn in either direction.”
There was a time when America was blithe with self-confidence. She boasted that she, and she
alone, knew the processes of popular government; but now she sees her sky overcast; she sees that
there are at work forces which she did not dream of in her hopeful youth.
The originative part of America, the part of America that makes new enterprises, the part into which
the ambitious and gifted workingman makes his way up, the class that saves, that plans, that
organizes, that presently spreads its enterprises until they have a national scope and character,—that
middle class is being more and more squeezed out by the processes which we have been taught to call
processes of prosperity. Its members are sharing prosperity, no doubt; but what alarms me is that
they are not originating prosperity. No country can afford to have its prosperity originated by a small
controlling class. The treasury of America does not lie in the brains of the small body of men now in
control of the great enterprises that have been concentrated under the direction of a very small
number of persons. The treasury of America lies in those ambitions, those energies, that cannot be
restricted to a special favored class. It depends on the inventions of unknown men, upon the
originations of unknown men, upon the ambitions of unknown men. Every country is renewed out of
the ranks of the unknown, not out of the ranks of those already famous and powerful and in control.

You might also enjoy Other People's Money and How the Bankers Use It—by none other than Louis
Brandeis in 1914.
Like I said: we've been here before. We've always pushed back. And we've always regained our country.
It's just what we do.

756.
Milking, Shearing, and Goats Called Judas
July 25, 2013
I just finished reading some of the dumbest (or crookedest) stuff I've read in a long time. I'm compelled to
contribute:
•
•
•

Our national security-surveillance-secrecy state does, in fact, manage to keep us one step ahead of
our enemies.
“Us” is the multinational military-industrial-congressional complex.
“Our enemies” are the American voters who get stuck with their bills.

Now comes the authoritative analysis from Amitai Etzioni (background check!) and the Yale Journal of
International Affairs—“Who Authorized Preparations for War with China?”—and its spawn screaming
nuclear war.
These people should be thoroughly discredited—at least horsewhipped—but not before we have a laugh and
learn. For example, these direct quotes from Etzioni's conclusion:
•
•

•

•

•

The time has come for the White House and Congress to reassess both the threat and the suggested
response. Four areas ought to be considered in such a review process:
(i) While the economy of China does not by itself determine its military strength, it does constrain its
options. One would be wise to take into account that China's per capita GDP is far below that of the
United States, and that to maintain support, the Communist Party needs to house, feed, clothe, and
otherwise serve four times more people than the United States—on top of dealing with major
environmental strains, an aging population, a high level of corruption, and growing social unrest.
(ii) The military modernization of China often provokes concerns that it is “catching up.” Although it
is true that China has increased military spending, the budget for the PLA started well behind that of
the U.S. military and China's defense spending is still dwarfed by that of the United States.
(iii) Moreover, whatever its capabilities, China's intentions are relevant. China shows little interest in
managing global affairs or imposing its ideology on other nations. Instead, China has shown a strong
interest in securing the flow of raw materials and energy on which is [sic] economy depends.
However, the United States can accommodate this core interest without endangering its security by
facilitating China's efforts to secure energy deals in the global marketplace and pathways for the flow
of resources (by constructing pipelines, railways, and new ports in places such as Pakistan)—rather
than seeking to block them.
(iv) Finally, it is widely agreed that the United States can no longer afford to fight two major wars.
Hence, one must note that the most urgent threats to U.S. security are—almost all of which can be
found in the Near and Middle—not Far—East.

My enlightening readers, I'm happy to predict, will recognize “Who Authorized Preparations for War with
China?” for what it is.

757.
The Folly of Home Ownership (Just kidding. That would be
weird.)
July 27, 2013
Provocative points from yesterday's FT, to which I'd like to add:
•
•
•

Home ownership is (also) social control. Washington and Wall Street learned from the nineteenthcentury workforce and sought to tame the twentieth with obligations and debt.
Housing prices tracked and did not outpace inflation over the twentieth century—because housing
and its ancillaries are what drove inflation.
(Therefore, controlling the workforce is what drove inflation? Just kidding. That would be weird.)

“The cult of home ownership is dangerous and damaging”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/00bf5968-f518-11e2-b4f8-00144feabdc0.html
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

The home mortgage interest tax deduction is the economic policy equivalent of incurring the
individual and social costs of an obesity epidemic while still subsidising maize and beef production.
No relationship exists between a country's home-ownership levels and its average housing
satisfaction and quality. And there is no iron law that higher-income economies must have higher
rates of home ownership.
Mexico, Nepal and Russia all have home-ownership rates of more than 80 per cent, while the French,
German and Japanese rates are 30-40 percentage points lower. The US and UK rates sit between
them at about 65 to 70 per cent.
The real issue, however, is the harm done by efforts in the UK and US to maintain and increase that
rate.
[We] constantly hear the misleading mantra that renting "is throwing money away" while incurring
mortgage debt “builds equity.” So . . . savings go into housing, which puts them to little productive
purpose as compared to investing in new businesses, infrastructure or research and development—or,
for that matter, compared to rental housing that provides the same services but costs less (when
individuals are not paying for the option on artificial capital gains that goes with ownership).
Overinvesting in bricks and mortar is a losing proposition for the households involved—but also for
the economy as a whole.
The accumulation of housing wealth benefits those simply lucky . . . [and] like all favouritism to the
children of the relatively rich, this discourages the development of new talent and competition, and
thus is economically harmful.
Home ownership also directly discourages economic flexibility. In new research . . . rises in the
home-ownership rate in a US state are a precursor to eventual greater rises in unemployment. Home
ownership damages employment through three powerful channels: decreasing levels of labour
mobility, increasing commuting times and diminishing creation of businesses.
Of course, in a free society, people who want to own homes and have the means should be able to
purchase them . . . but our governments do not need to subsidise that purchase. Increasing home
ownership does not increase housing, least of all for the poor.

•

Increasing home ownership in the US and Britain beyond what the free market would generate does,
however, distort capital allocation, put a large share of household savings at unnecessary risk, impede
mobility, and creates a powerful lobby for government transfers to the wealthy. And it creates
housing bubbles to devastating effect.

Bubbles can be of devastating effect long before they burst. Bubble creators destroy wealth creators. Paper
replaces production.
With the last huge bubble we were handed, a compensatory portion of our manufacturing sector was taken
away—by the same people!
Just kidding. That would be weird.

758.
Blame Me
July 28, 2013
“Exclusive: 4 in 5 in US face near-poverty, no work [for at least parts of their lives]”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/exclusive-4-5-us-face-near-poverty-no-work
•

Survey data exclusive to The Associated Press points to an increasingly globalized U.S. economy, the
widening gap between rich and poor and loss of good-paying manufacturing jobs as reasons for the
trend.

[Lyrics, “Dollar to the Giant”]

759.
ChinanihC
July 30, 2013
“Detroit: Gold Mine for China”
[China Daily link. Browse at your own risk.]
•

•
•
•

•
•

As China's leadership boosts research and development for auto parts, mandated by the latest fiveyear plan (2011-15), Chinese automotive companies have stepped up their activity around Detroit,
doing everything from R&D on behalf of parent companies back home to making parts exclusively
for US auto makers.
The area's abundant engineering talent is a magnet for Chinese auto-related companies looking to
increase their knowledge of automobile production.
China has reverse-engineered many cars, but . . . you need vehicle-development expertise to make
automobiles to the performance and quality specifications demanded by today's buyers.
ZYNP International in Romulus, MI said the combination of the Detroit area's existing transportation
and manufacturing infrastructure, talent pool and cost-efficiency, along with government tax breaks,
allow that US unit to pursue its plan to be a one-stop, full-service company in the engine cylinder
industry.
According to managing director Frank Yang, ZYNP used its flexible pay system and
entrepreneurship programs to lure valuable laid-off engineers.
“Twenty-five years ago, the Japanese came here and tried to study the US market.” — Hong Su, VP
of R&D for Chinese [state-owned China Weaponry Equipment Group] automaker Changan in
Plymouth, MI, who has hired about 20 engineers with US auto industry experience for their expertise
in developing vehicles.

“Xi: Troops must strictly follow CPC leadership”
[Xinhua link. Browse at your own risk.]
•
•

•

Xi called for unremitting efforts to arm servicemen with socialist theories of Chinese characteristics
and ensure their purity, reliability and firmness in ideological fronts.
Officials and soldiers, “especially those medium-level and senior officials,” should be educated on
consciously sticking to political belief, political stance as well as political discipline, he said. “They
should maintain high-level unity with the CPC Central Committee and the Central Military
Commission any time and under any circumstances, and resolutely obey their command.”
During the tour, Xi . . . also visited telecom company compounds to talk with soldiers and learn about
their work, study and life.

“Saipan, back door into US citizenship for Asian babies?”
www.islandsbusiness.com/2013/5/politics/saipan-back-door-into-us-citizenship-for-asian-bab/

•

•
•
•

A Chinese businessman giving translation services for pregnant tourists . . . said many of his clients
from mainland China come to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) to get
around the Chinese government's one-child policy. He said many pregnant Chinese are in the CNMI
to give birth to their “second” child.
Because children born in the CNMI are U.S. citizens, the birth tourists won't have two Chinese
children when they go back to their country and they are thus not violating the one-child policy.
Other parents want their children to be able to leave China for the United States when they grow up
[and] bring their parents to the U.S. with them.
Birth tourism is believed to be more pronounced in the CNMI since 2009 when the U.S. Department
of Homeland security granted a U.S. visa waiver for Chinese and Russian tourists visiting the islands.

See again:
“60 Seconds From The Road #2”

760.
Good Days
July 31, 2013
Some days, I can look in a mirror and see another fool. Is there any greater freedom or responsibility?

761.
“Is the long-term goal of the CPC still world communism?”
August 1, 2013
“Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may take well over a hundred
years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.” — Mo Xiusong
“US schools get more Chinese teachers”
[China Daily 2013-08-01]
•

This year at least 187 Chinese teachers will be at work in elementary, middle and high schools in 30
states, with the largest concentration in Ohio, Utah and North Carolina. Since 2007, almost 800 guest
teachers have served in the program, reaching more than 100,000 students.

“People.cn launches new English edition”
[People's Daily August 01, 2013]
•

The new edition will place significant emphasis on opinions, including editorials of People's Daily,
commentaries of other mass-circulation Chinese news organizations and observations of prominent
China watchers and academicians. The new edition will continue to commit itself to introducing
China's policies and covering activities and speeches of China's top leadership from all dimensions. It
will provide more detailed information on China military, China's defense construction and its
foreign affairs policies.

“China cracks down on independent news websites”
www.scmp.com/news/china-insider/article/1293559/china-cracks-down-independent-news-websites
•

In what the government calls a move against extortionists, but what critics say is a campaign against
citizen journalists, the State Council's National Internet Information Office has closed 107 informal
news websites and portals since May 9.

“No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung. . . .”

762.
Adjusted, Not Adjusted, Well Adjusted
August 2, 2013
Higher unemployment and lower wages benefit the powerful few in their never-ending struggle for
inequality. It's important to realize we are ruled by criminals. They couldn't care less about us or our
complaining, and they're certainly not interested in tipping the power back in our favor. But if we care about
our descendants the way our ancestors cared about us, everything will be OK—or relatively OK. It's in the
caring, in the children. There is nothing new in our experience.
“The Employment Situation—July 2013”
www.bls.gov
Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

U-3: 7.4% — down from 7.6% in June
U-6: 14.0% — down from 14.3%
Total nonfarm jobs: +162,000
Manufacturing: +6,000
Food services and drinking places: +38,400
Government, including education: +1,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

U-3: 7.7% — down from 7.8% in June
U-6: 14.3% — down from 14.6%
Total nonfarm jobs: -1,113,000
Manufacturing: -5,000
Food services and drinking places: -6,700
Government, including education: -1,219,000

“Detroit’s Pension Problems: Not as Bad as They’re Portrayed”
www.epi.org/blog/truthiness-detroit
•

•

Detroit's emergency manager, Kevyn Orr, claims Detroit owes $3.5 billion to its public pension
funds. This is more than five times the $640 million the funds' actuaries estimated in 2011, vaulting
pensioners into the ranks of the city's major creditors, which isn't a good place to be.
Why not check Orr's assumptions directly? We can't, because his figures come from “very rough
preliminary guesstimates,” which haven't been made public. This would almost be comical if media
sources weren't so quick to accept the word of a bankruptcy lawyer appointed by a governor with an
anti-union agenda over official actuarial reports.

•

The details matter in this case, both because Orr's credibility is suspect—was there a rush to
bankruptcy?—and because the current story casts unfounded suspicion on pension funds and
actuaries.

“Still Reaping a Harvest of Shame”
www.nader.org/2013/08/01/still-reaping-a-harvest-of-shame
•

•

•

It is a perversely inverted society when the people who do the backbreaking work to harvest one of
the necessities of life are underpaid, underinsured, under-protected and under-respected while the
Chicago commodity brokers—where the white collar gamblers sit in air-conditioned spaces and
speculate on futures in foodstuffs' prices—are quite well off, to put it modestly.
Among the conditions . . . are the daily exposures to pesticides, fertilizers and the resulting chemicalrelated injuries and sicknesses. Far more of these pesticides end up in the workers' bodies than are
found in our food.
Short-term effects include stinging eyes, rashes, blisters, blindness, nausea, dizziness, headache,
coma and even death. Pesticides also cause infertility, neurological disorders and cancer.

Nader concludes: “Remember, every reform starts with human conversations and awareness.”
OK!

763.
I’m 56 and White
August 3, 2013
I'm 56 and white, so I can get away with saying—I have a responsibility to say—there are few demographics
more destructive, and fewer more disgusting, than old white men.
Five such ambassadors of gross are sitting at the butted tables next to me, four of them talking, very loudly,
about their foreign cars and finances. The relatively quiet oddball blurts that he drives a Ford Edge. One of
the big four, an economist at a big bank, says the Fed is stupid and destructive—no mincing words—but that
he plans to take all the money he can, while he can, as long as the Fed is printing, and the people who
wouldn't are among those, his designated many, who deserve to die.
I could supply more details (e.g., about these people who deserve to die) in a whacked-out-liberal-sounding
rant, but I won't because, among other considerations, I am not a liberal. I am more liberal than most liberals
and more conservative than most conservatives. I love capitalism so much, for example, I think banking
should be nationalized or turned into a public utility.
(I won't be counting on the bank economist's vote, even though he, too, claims to love capitalism. Some day,
I will discuss with him the differences between industrial capitalism and financial “capitalism.”)
The questions I always want to ask the partisans and loudmouths, etc., are really just one question: “Where
do you think your money came from in the first place—and where's the money for this plan of yours going to
come from?”
It's usually safe to substitute the words “manufacturing” or “wealth creation” for improvements I seem to be
advocating. Today, for “old white men,” please substitute the words “people in power and privilege who
could be responsible citizens and wholesome influences if only they would find within themselves some
gratitude for the country that made their lives possible.”
My definition of “old white men” is flexible, of course, as old white men cede power by shooting themselves
in their old white feet.
Of related interest:
“Chinese Weibo users are salivating over Detroit’s bankruptcy”
www.qz.com/107937/the-latest-chinese-investment-craze-downtown-detroit-housing
•

“I'm serious—I wanna buy 100, 200 properties. We don't need to see them. Just pick the good
ones.”

You just can't make this stuff up, so I don't.

764.
Fascinating New Laboratory Analysis of Human Happiness
August 4, 2013
The Study:
“A functional genomic perspective on human well-being”
www.pnas.org/content/early/2013/07/25/1305419110.full.pdf+html
•

The finding that hedonic and eudaimonic well-being engage distinct gene regulatory programs
despite their similar effects on total well-being and depressive symptoms implies that the human
genome may be more sensitive to qualitative variations in well-being than are our conscious affective
experiences.

Its Press Release:
“Human cells respond in healthy, unhealthy ways to different kinds of happiness”
http://uncnews.unc.edu/content/view/6145/71
•

Human bodies recognize at the molecular level that not all happiness is created equal, responding in
ways that can help or hinder physical health, according to new research led by Barbara L.
Fredrickson, Kenan Distinguished Professor of psychology in the College of Arts and Sciences at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The sense of well-being derived from “a noble purpose”
may provide cellular health benefits, whereas “simple self-gratification” may have negative effects,
despite an overall perceived sense of happiness, researchers found.

Some Popular Interpretations:
“Meaning Is Healthier Than Happiness”
www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/08/meaning-is-healthier-than-happiness/278250
•

People who are happy but have little-to-no sense of meaning in their lives have the same gene
expression patterns as people who are enduring chronic adversity.

“Why Is Doing Good More Important Than Feeling Good?”
www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-athletes-way/201307/why-is-doing-good-more-important-feeling-good
•

When they were cleaning out the kitchen they discovered a framed cross-stitch with timeless words
of wisdom which scientists now realize have a direct effect on the human genome. The cross-stitch
said: “Live Thy Life Nobly.” On July 29, 2013 a study was released which found that doing good—

as opposed to feeling good—has a potent beneficial impact on human gene expression and our wellbeing.
“Eudaimonic Well-Being: Mother Teresa Had Better Immune Cells Than You Due To Purpose In
Life?”
www.science20.com/news_articles/eudaimonic_wellbeing_mother_teresa_had_better_immune_cells_you_d
ue_purpose_life-117351
•

While those with eudaimonic well-being showed favorable gene-expression profiles in their immune
cells and those with hedonic well-being showed an adverse gene-expression profile, people with high
levels of hedonic well-being didn't feel any worse than those with high levels of eudaimonic wellbeing. Both seemed to have the same high levels of positive emotion. However, their genomes were
responding very differently even though their emotional states were similarly positive. What this
study tells us is that doing good and feeling good have very different effects on the human genome,
even though they generate similar levels of positive emotion. Apparently, the human genome is
much more sensitive to different ways of achieving happiness than are conscious minds.

Respectfully submitted by your formerly humble candidate/composer—a bit full of himself today, what with
“Dollar to the Giant” now scientifically established as the happiest song ever written and all.
I hope this message finds you redundantly well and good.

765.
Problems Philonancial, Problems Finansophical
August 5, 2013
It's our country; therefore, we are the problem. Anyone who buys anything made in China is an incalculably
huge part of the problem. Hypocrites, traitors, and other Walmart shoppers so obviously hate their children,
I can think of no greater curse than to wish them: “May your children never leave home.”
Well, I'll be. . . .
“A Rising Share of Young Adults Live in Their Parents’ Home”
www.pewsocialtrends.org/2013/08/01/a-rising-share-of-young-adults-live-in-their-parents-home
•

The men of the Millennial generation are more likely than the women to be living with their
parents—40% versus 32%—continuing a long-term gender gap in the share of young adults who do
so. In 2012, 63% of 18- to 31-year-olds had jobs, down from the 70% of their same-aged
counterparts who had jobs in 2007.

“The Price of ‘Made in China’”
www.nytimes.com/2013/08/05/opinion/the-price-of-made-in-china.html
•

The bottom line here is this: Buying “Made in China”—whether steel for our bridges or dolls for our
children—entails large costs that most consumers and, sadly, even our leaders don't consider when
making purchases. This is hurting our country—and killing our economy.

“American Inventors: Sacrificed On The Bonfire Of Globalism”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/08/04/the-spirit-of-american-inventiveness-sacrificed-on-thebonfire-of-globalism
•

Protections for American inventors began to be diluted under the first Bush administration in the
early 1990s and the process has continued ever since. The driver has been pressure from an unholy
alliance of foreign governments and major American transnational corporations.

“Bin Laden’s insights and the Egyptian Coup”
www.ianwelsh.net/bin-ladens-insights-and-the-egyptian-coup
•

Looked at from the outside, even in the 90s (heck, even in the 80s, with some prescience), the US
does not look healthy. It looks economically sick, with stagnation of wages even in the 90s, a gutting
of real productivity, soaring inequality, and political sclerosis leading to the creation of an elite
detached from the actual economy, but instead playing financial games which do not track real

economic power. It looks, like the USSR did, like a society which, with a push, could collapse. Bin
Laden set out to give the US that push.
“Life in a Toxic Country”
www.nytimes.com/2013/08/04/sunday-review/life-in-a-toxic-country.html
•

This spring, new data released from the 2010 Global Burden of Disease Study, first published in The
Lancet, revealed that China's outdoor pollution contributed to 1.2 million premature deaths in 2010,
or 40 percent of the worldwide total.

Whether toxic will be the country of our children is up to you and me—not our scapegoats. To my 2010
article “1 Chinese Ship More Toxic Than 10 Million American Cars”—how 15 of the world's biggest
container ships spew as much pollution as the world's 760,000,000 automobiles—I'd like to append this
NASA satellite image:
www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=80375
The red line between Sri Lanka and Singapore is pollution from container ships. Once again, consumers
supporting offshore producers are the biggest problem.
Lest you fall into the comfortable posture that callous disregard for life is a temporary feature of rapid
Chinese growth (made possible by Western consumers who I swear must hate their Western kids), remember
that the greatest genocide in all of human history was a temporary (1958-1962) feature of Chinese policy: up
to 45 million dead from starvation while the People's Republic continued to export eggs, pork, and rice and
their food warehouses stayed full. If only half of China's grain reserves had been released to the People, no
one would have died.
This is the future we risk with every purchase of a Chinese-made product, every investment in the People's
Republic of China, Chinese Communist Party, and People's Liberation Army. They are all three one and the
same, and for the sake of somebody's children, we'd better get a clue.

766.
Trade Report, Let’s Celebrate Not
August 6, 2013
The Census Bureau today reports:
“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $34.2 billion in June from $44.1
billion in May (revised), as exports increased and imports decreased.”
Let's celebrate. Let's go back and recalculate that Second Quarter GDP.
But first, let's take a look:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—June 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
(Seasonally Adjusted):
•
•
•
•
•
•

The May to June increase in exports of goods reflected increases in industrial supplies and materials
($1.5 billion); capital goods ($1.5 billion);
The May to June decrease in imports of goods reflected decreases in industrial supplies and materials
($2.5 billion); consumer goods ($1.6 billion);
June exports of capital goods ($46.2 billion) were the highest on record.
June petroleum imports ($29.0 billion) were the lowest since November 2010.
Overall trade, goods and services imports and exports, contracted by 0.4 of 1% from May to June;
goods-only by 0.6 of 1%.
FYI, the May to June increase in Goods-producing jobs was: +8,000 (Bureau of Labor Statistics:
“The Employment Situation—June 2013”)

[Not Seasonally Adjusted]:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The May to June increase in exports of goods reflected increases in industrial supplies and materials
[-$1.3 billion, a decrease] and capital goods [+$2.1 billion].
The May to June decrease in imports of goods reflected decreases in industrial supplies and materials
[-$5.1 billion] and consumer goods [-$4.3 billion].
June exports of capital goods [$47.7 billion] were the highest on record.
June energy-related petroleum imports [$28.7 billion] were the lowest since [March 2013].
Overall trade in goods contracted by 3.1% from May to June.
FYI, the May to June increase in Goods-producing jobs was: +264,000 (Bureau of Labor Statistics:
“The Employment Situation—June 2013”)

Furthermore and not seasonally adjusted. . . .

U.S. Trade with the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army:
•
•
•
•

[Whereas our total goods deficit decreased by 22.3% from May to June,]
Our June goods deficit with the PRC/CCP/PLA decreased by only 4.3% to $26,649,800,000
Last year's monthly average—the all-time record, so far—was “only” $26,257,941,666
Our June goods deficit with one ideology—PRC/CCP/PLA—represented 54% of our entire goods
deficit, including oil.

(Chinese for “Let's celebrate.”)

767.
You and I are letting—making—it happen.
August 7, 2013
Free today from the ever-nutritious (and subscriber-supported) Manufacturing & Technology News:
“America’s Biggest Companies Continue To Move Factories Offshore And Eliminate Thousands of
American Jobs”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/TAA0731131.html
•

•

Despite a lot of talk and articles written about reshoring—bringing production back to the United
States—offshore outsourcing of manufacturing and service-sector jobs to foreign nations continues to
plague the American economy.
If it were not for the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) program filings, few of these company
decisions to displace American workers with foreigners would be known.

“Motor City Dies, But The Big Wheels Keep On Turning”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/McMillion0731132.html
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Ignored by the media, the U.S. Commerce Department routinely records $12 billion monthly trade
losses for the country's auto industry.
Detroit has been singled out as uniquely corrupt and financially inept. Yet it is the small globalist
financial community that has been in or near a constant state of failure, corruption and public bail out
since promoting deregulation and a new form of globalization 30 years ago.
Over the past 30 years of lobbying by the financial sector in Washington and support by naive
academics for “free” trade, the normal, small U.S. trade surplus in goods and services has turned into
an unbroken torrent of 30 consecutive annual deficits that now total an astounding $9 trillion of
which $7.7 trillion is for manufactured goods.
Over the past 30 years of worsening trade losses, all of the net new jobs in the United States are in
services. Most all of these jobs have been immune to outsourcing or imports—although this, too, is
changing quickly.
In the Wall Street-financed push to sell Congress the unpopular NAFTA treaty with Mexico in 1993,
“experts” were paid to assure those who were dubious. . . . Their ridicule of those who were skeptical
of their claims—shared by the media—was withering to anyone concerned about the large wage and
other cost differentials in the auto sector between the United States and Mexico.
Today, the media ignore a U.S. auto sector deficit with Mexico that amounts to more than $4 billion
per month. . . . Mexico exports more vehicles to the United States than the United States exports to
all the rest of the world, including to Mexico.
Total U.S. federal debt at the end of 1980 was $909 billion and total household debt was $1.5
trillion.
In a global economy, fixing trade is the essential first step.

At this moment, the Dow Jones Industrial Average is 15,453. This is what now passes for a U.S. economy:
money is transferred from the working classes, middle classes, and taxpayers to a handful of elites in the
financial sector. It's all excess, so they save it or gamble with it. The money serves no useful purpose. It
contributes to the production of nothing.
You and I are letting—making—it happen.

768.
What Will It Take to Take China Seriously?
August 8, 2013
In 1985, it took us a whole year to rack up a $6 million trade deficit with China.
Now it takes us 10 minutes.
“26 Years of Growth: Shanghai Then and Now”
www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2013/08/26-years-of-growth-shanghai-then-and-now/100569

Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn't fight.
— “Dollar to the Giant”

769.
Roundtable Discussion—video and transcript
August 9, 2013
Roundtable discussion:
“How The Washington Post’s New Owner Aided the CIA, Blocked WikiLeaks & Decimated the Book
Industry”
www.democracynow.org/2013/8/7/how_the_washington_posts_new_owner
This is a must-watch or -read, much better than its title.

770.
Leveling the Playing Field: We’re Now #51 in Life
Expectancy
August 10, 2013
Eamonn Fingleton has today posted in Forbes—
“How Long Will You Live? Take This Test—But, If You’re American, Don’t Get Your Hopes Up”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/08/10/how-long-will-you-live-take-this-test-but-if-youre-anamerican-dont-get-your-hopes-up
—based on the CIA's 2013 figures for:
“Life Expectancy at Birth”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2102rank.html
As the CIA website notes (and Fingleton's article elaborates), life expectancy at birth is a clear measure of a
country's overall quality of life.
The USA doesn't even make the Top 10 anymore.
The USA doesn't even make the Top 50 anymore.
Most Americans aren't feeling it—not yet—but when we're talking economics, we're talking life and death.
Real life and real death.
If we laugh or complain about Wall Street and Washington, it's because we think we can afford to. But as I
noted last month, the World Bank estimates that as a result of the 2008 scam (you can call it a “financial
crisis” if you like, but we were had), between 200,000 and 400,000 children have died, since, each year.
America's declining life expectancy means the more real wealth we surrender to a globalized, financialized
economy, the sooner we die.
Our choices are killing us.
Ignorance: killing us. Shopping habits: killing us. Politicians: killing us. Trade deficits: killing us.
Economics as a philosophy of scarcity rather than a science of abundance: killing us.
Literally: killing us.

Does anyone in power care—that is, other than our enemies?

771.
“Weakness”
August 11, 2013
Worth memorizing:
“I once asked Brit Hume, who was on the Sunday talk shows—he was the host a few times for ABC—I said,
‘Why do you all ask such softball questions to these senators, these people from the White House?’ He said,
‘Don't you understand?’ He said, ‘This is the networks' way of giving the politicians a platform, because
they don't want to alienate them. They want other things from the government.’” — Ralph Nader
More on the very broad topic of expecting others (paying them, in fact, the free market price) to do our
thinking for us—and then complaining about the results!
“There is no terrorist threat: The feds want you to think there is, compliant media goes along”
www.salon.com/2013/08/09/there_is_no_terrorist_threat_the_feds_want_you_to_think_there_is_compliant_
media_goes_along
•

Truman found a friend in the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Republican
Arthur Vandenberg, who delivered a line long famous among Cold War historians. Come to the Hill,
Vandenberg urged. “Make a personal appearance before Congress and scare the hell out of the
American people.” Truman did, Congress clapped, the Greeks got the military, and Americans got
desirably scared. So ensued the wastage of the next 42 years.

“America the Mesmerized”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/08/09/america-the-mesmerized
•

Isn't it wonderful to live in a nation where leaders can jack their power up and the citizens' power
down through the use of fear at any time . . . ?

“Remarks by the President in a Press Conference”
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/08/09/remarks-president-press-conference
•
•

Reporter: “Can you understand, though, why some people might not trust what you're saying right
now . . . ?”
The President: “No, I can't.”

“Now For The Truth: The Story of Japan’s ‘Lost Decades’ Is The World’s Most Absurd Media Myth”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/08/11/now-for-the-truth-the-story-of-japans-lost-decades-isthe-worlds-most-absurd-media-myth

•
•

Why did the “basket-case Japan” ever catch on? The amazing truth is that the bureaucrats who run
Japan's major economic agencies actually encouraged it.
The basket case story moreover has also helped virtually every other nation in East Asia, most
notably China.

I can almost understand why some people think there's nothing we can do about any of this, but they are
dead wrong and destructive. Can you imagine being an impressionable, innocent child—with your whole
life ahead of you!—and having to hear this pathetic ignorance that passes for worldly wisdom?
Nothing has ever been accomplished by someone who was sure it couldn't be done.
Teddy Roosevelt gets the last word:
“There is no more unhealthy being, no man less worthy of respect, than he who either really holds, or feigns
to hold, an attitude of sneering disbelief toward all that is great and lofty, whether in achievement or in that
noble effort which, even if it fails, comes to second achievement. A cynical habit of thought and speech, a
readiness to criticize work which the critic himself never tries to perform, an intellectual aloofness which
will not accept contact with life's realities—all these are marks, not as the possessor would fain to think, of
superiority but of weakness.”
“Weakness.”

772.
Shipping News, so to speak
August 12, 2013
“China Poised to Gain Control as Shipyard Shakeout Looms”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-08-11/china-poised-to-gain-control-as-shipyard-shakeout-loomsfreight.html
•

China grew into the world's leading shipbuilder over the last decade as hundreds of private yards
opened to compete with state-run companies. Now, the government is poised to regain control as the
industry heads for consolidation.

“Japan Unveils Largest Warship Since World War II”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/japan-unveils-largest-warship-world-war-ii
•

The huge flat-top destroyer has raised eyebrows in China and elsewhere because it bears a strong
resemblance to a conventional aircraft carrier.

“India to launch aircraft carrier INS Vikrant today”
www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-to-launch-aircraft-carrier-INS-Vikranttoday/articleshow/21771520.cms
•

The float-out is yet another reason for the Navy to rejoice as it coincides with the nuclear reactor of
the INS Arihant, the country's first ballistic missile submarine, achieving criticality on Friday
morning.

U.S. Trade in Goods by Country, deficits for the first six months of 2013:
•
•
•

-$147,705,400,000 — China
-$ 36,448,200,000 — Japan
-$ 10,204,400,000 — India

773.
“Somethings” in the Air
August 13, 2013
I'm told it's ’cause we try and we try and we try and we try:
“U.S. Satisfaction Sinks to 22% in August: Decline seen among Democrats and Republicans alike”
www.gallup.com/poll/163940/satisfaction-sinks-august.aspx
•

And while satisfaction has declined among all party groups since July, the reason for this is not clear.
Although the economy might be an obvious culprit, Gallup's economic indicators find no change—or
even slight improvement—in Americans' broad view of the economy and employee perceptions of
job conditions where they work. At the same time, Obama's net job approval rating has dipped
somewhat since July. It thus appears that something other than the economy is causing Americans to
be less pleased with the president as well as the overall direction of the country.

“Paul Krugman and ‘reality TV economics’”
www.marketmonetarist.com/2013/08/11/paul-krugman-and-reality-tv-economics
•

•

•

•

•

•

It is his choice to write in the way he wants and as far as I can see his business model has made him a
very wealthy man so I can understand that he maintains this reality TV style. The fact that he is in
the process of likely also destroying his intellectual legacy is another thing. I used to have respect for
Paul Krugman the economist, but I have no respect for his tribalist slander of fellow economists.
What I, however, think is more critical about this is the emergence of a Krugman-industry. Hence, it
is unquestionable that Krugman's New York Times blog is the most popular economics blog in the
world (mainly because it is about American political tribalism rather than economics).
The popularity of Krugman means that you can get some of that popularity—in the blogosphere
measured by hits on your blog—if Krugman says you are a great guy and or that you are an idiot. In
fact, there is a large industry providing services to Krugman haters.
For some it has become their business model to cheerlead for Krugman and for others the business
model is to badmouth him. No matter what they are generally not contributing to economic
discourse, but are rather becoming part of the ever increasing industry of “reality TV economics.”
I am no saint. I would love to get millions of hits on my blog and I have often been tempted to go
down the path of reality TV economics (and have done it from time to time) and I know that the
likelihood that one of my posts will get a lot of hits increases dramatically if I slander a fellow
economist or call a policy maker an idiot (that is easy).
Saying that Paul Krugman is the Kim Kardashian of economics is surely likely to increase traffic on
my blog a lot more than when I write about monetary policy in Angola. I just hope it was different.

It was different, but still too kind to Krugman—who on October 13, 2008 won the Bank of Sweden Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel—who on December 22, 2008 wrote:

“A more plausible route to sustained recovery would be a drastic reduction in the U.S. trade deficit, which
soared at the same time the housing bubble was inflating. By selling more to other countries and spending
more of our own income on U.S.-produced goods, we could get to full employment without a boom in either
consumption or investment spending.” — “Life Without Bubbles” in The New York Times
That was different, too.
Useful information. To fire your imagination.
Hey, hey, hey.

774.
There’s No Fool Like a . . . Fool
August 14, 2013
Google/Search:
“Wesley Clark Shauna Mei”
It would appear the four-star-rhodes-scholar-supreme-commander has this time shifted positions on his
country and his spouse of 46 years.
Wesley Clark:
•
•
•

Is 68.
Joined Blackstone (yes, Peter G. Peterson's Blackstone, the one with all the Chinese funding) in June
as “senior advisor.”
Has lots of information and contacts.

Shauna Mei, the young girlfriend:
•
•
•
•
•

Is 30.
Is from China.
Has an engineering degree from MIT.
Worked as an investment banker at Goldman Sachs.
Is currently a fashion entrepreneur.

Am I being too suspicious?
You might appreciate this reminder:

Robert Rubin, Alan Greenspan, and Larry Summers have all done very well for themselves—in terms of
loot—since February 15, 1999.
Time magazine is still keeping us informed, still shaping public opinion.
OK, I'm a little suspicious. . . .

775.
No Fool Like a [continued] Fool
August 15, 2013
More on Gen. Wesley Clark, 68, reportedly dating a 30-year-old Chinese woman suspected—not by the
media—of being a “Chinese spy.”
“China Fraud Accusations: Wesley Clark’s Ex-Firm Faces Questions”
www.abcnews.go.com/Blotter/china-fraud-accusations-wesley-clarks-firm-facesquestions/story?id=18292965
•
•

•
•
•

One of the firms that pushed most aggressively for investment in Chinese companies was Rodman &
Renshaw.
Retired four-star general Wesley Clark became Chairman of the Board and Head of the Advisory
Board just as the New York investment bank was emerging as a central player in the China
investment wave.
Now the China deals Clark helped promote at lavish parties are among those . . . which some officials
believe represent collectively one of the largest financial scams since Bernie Madoff.
In the case of one small investor interviewed by ABC News, truck stop manager Al Smith of Boise
Idaho, $60,000 of his retirement evaporated overnight.
Gen. Clark: “Our firm was a leader in bringing small and medium-size Chinese companies to the U.S.
capital markets. No one is more disappointed than the bankers at the firm that some of these
companies—despite receiving consistently clean bills of health from well-respected lawyers and
auditors—apparently concealed improper business practices.”

“Investors in Chinese firms left in the lurch”
www.triblive.com/usworld/1128122-74/rodman-million-chinese-2010-former-china-company-investors2009-york
•
•

•

The late-night entertainment shone: Diana Ross, Janet Jackson, En Vogue.
During the day, the New York City investment bank's conference speakers included such VIPs as
former President Bill Clinton, former Vice President Dick Cheney, former Secretaries of State Henry
Kissinger and Colin Powell, former Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan Greenspan (interviewed
by former CBS News anchor Dan Rather), former Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, and former
Sen. Chris Dodd.
Presiding over it all was board Chairman Wesley K. Clark, a retired four-star Army general who
joined Rodman & Renshaw in 2006. Later, the company began its mission to take fledgling Chinese
firms and infuse them with Western cash.

“The United States and China need to overcome mutual misunderstandings”

www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-united-states-and-china-need-to-overcome-mutualmisunderstandings/2013/06/06/9e91e274-ceb6-11e2-8845-d970ccb04497_story.html
•
•

Washington Post op-ed by retired 4-star general, former NATO Supreme Allied Commander, West
Point valedictorian, and Rhodes Scholar Wesley Clark.
Ugh.

Now I'm wondering if the young-enough-to-be-his-granddaughter girlfriend is the only Chinese spy in this
war hero's story.
Oh well, I'm sure that if it's important, I'll hear about it in the news.

776.
A Snowball’s Chance on Wall Street
August 16, 2013
Worth reading if you're thinking about buying a foreign-made product or voting for a Democrat or a
Republican. Or if you think Larry Summers will get the big banks under control.
“Murdering the Wretched of the Earth”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/murdering_the_wretched_of_the_earth_20130814
•

•

The belief systems the oppressed embrace can be intolerant, but these belief systems are a response to
the injustice, state violence and cruelty inflicted on them by the global elites. Our enemy is not
radical Islam. It is global capitalism. It is a world where the wretched of the earth are forced to bow
before the dictates of the marketplace, where children go hungry as global corporate elites siphon
away the world's wealth and natural resources and where our troops and U.S.-backed militaries carry
out massacres on city streets. Egypt offers a window into the coming dystopia.
The engine for this chaos is not religion but the collapsing economy of a world where the wretched of
the earth are to be subjugated and starved or shot.

“Obama’s global governance agreement”
www.tradereform.org/2013/08/obamas-global-governance-agreement
•
•
•

Over 80% of the negotiated, but concealed, “chapters” are about global governance and loss of
sovereignty. Less than 20% are about trade.
International tribunals of foreign lawyers will be able to strike down properly passed federal, state
and local laws if state-owned corporations from Vietnam challenge them.
Take action now to keep up the pressure. Request a copy of the TPP text from your Members of
Congress.

“Complacent Consensus on China”
www.epi.org/blog/complacent-consensus-china
•

•

Hardly a week goes by without a major media story suggesting China is an economic paper tiger: its
economy is imbalanced, its leaders are corrupt, its banks are over extended, etc. Anyway, the stories
routinely note, it will be decades before China catches up to us in per capita income. Yet in the
balance of global power, size matters. Many countries have higher per capita incomes than the
United States (e.g., Norway, Qatar, Singapore).
Chinese leaders are driven by a fierce desire to restore national pride after a century and a half of
humiliation by Western and Japanese occupiers.

“How the wealthy keep themselves on top: The more unequal a society, the greater the incentive for
the rich to pull up the ladder behind them”
www.ft.com/cms/s/4dc7ab46-0424-11e3-a8d6-00144feab7de,Authorised=false.html
•
•

At the very top of the scale, plutocrats can shape the conversation by buying up newspapers and
television channels or funding political campaigns.
The more unequal our societies become, the more we all become prisoners of that inequality. The
well-off feel that they must strain to prevent their children from slipping down the economic ladder.
The poor see the best schools, colleges, even art clubs and ballet classes, disappearing behind a wall
of fees or unaffordable housing. The idea of a free, market-based society is that everyone can reach
his or her potential. Somewhere, we lost our way.

Remember, however: they still need us more than we need them—at least for the time being, and for what
they have in mind.

777.
These Are Really The Same Story
August 17, 2013
These are really the same story:
“China’s Leader Embraces Mao as He Tightens Grip on Country”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323455104579014960827162856.html
•

•

The new Chinese leadership has sent clear signals that it plans to unveil a package of economic
reforms this year to stimulate domestic consumption as an alternative growth engine to the
investment and exports that have powered the economy for the past 30 years. On the political front,
however, Mr. Xi has shown no sign of considering even limited liberalization, party insiders say. “Xi
is really starting to show his true colors,” said one childhood friend who recalls Mr. Xi spending
hours reading books on Marxist and Maoist theory as a teenager. “I think this is just the beginning.”
A statement on the Foreign Ministry website said [former President] Jiang had met with Henry
Kissinger, the former U.S. Secretary of State, in Shanghai and declared that “a big country like China
with a population of 1.3 billion needs a strong and capable leader.” Mr. Jiang described Mr. Xi as “a
wise leader who can really get things done,” the statement said.

“Ripping Off Young America: The College-Loan Scandal”
www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/ripping-off-young-america-the-college-loan-scandal-20130815
•

We're doing the worst thing people can do: lying to our young. Nobody, not even this president, who
was swept to victory in large part by the raw enthusiasm of college kids, has the stones to tell the
truth: that a lot of them will end up being pawns in a predatory con game designed to extract the
equivalent of home-mortgage commitment from 17-year-olds dreaming of impossible careers. . . .

Fear-Fallen Children:
“America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender”

778.
Perspectives on Pants on, One Leg at a Time
August 18, 2013
“If You Love Martyrs So Much, Then You Be One”
www.powerofnarrative.blogspot.com/2013/08/if-you-love-martyrs-so-much-then-you-be.html
•

We read of people who are “disappointed” in Manning's apology last week, and who find it difficult
to “process” what that apology means. Writers refer to his “short, sad apology,” and then proceed to
engage in speculative, deeply offensive analyses to “explain” why Manning said what he did. I
repeat that all this is from people who support Bradley Manning.

“NYC Artist Shows Us What Famous Celebrities Would Look Like as Normal People”
www.techeblog.com/index.php/tech-gadget/nyc-artist-shows-us-what-famous-celebrities-would-look-likeas-normal-people
•

Additional: www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.150250888323779.28939.150175044998030

“To A Child”
www.poemhunter.com/best-poems/christopher-morley/to-a-child-8
•

Unselfconscious as the bee . . . there were days . . . when you were poetry itself.

779.
What’s the Opposite of “Divide & Conquer”?
August 19, 2013
Every day, like most Americans, I hear some “conservative” spit the word “liberal”—and, of course, the
other way around—with an inflection otherwise accorded few but child molesters and war criminals. I
wonder how many of us can see the multinational corporations behind our increasingly cynical
understanding of the nation-state—nation-states the multinational corporations are trying mightily to
replace. In whose interests have we come to believe that our interests are somehow different from the next
guys’—that American interests are not universally American? We can see the disunity destroying other
nations. Why can't we see it in our own? Cui bono?
“John Boyd’s Art of War: Why our greatest military theorist only made colonel”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/john-boyds-art-of-war
•

Being involved in every conflict on earth is useful if the real game is boosting the Pentagon's budget
rather than serving our national interests. Here too Boyd had a favorite line. He often said, “It is not
true the Pentagon has no strategy. It has a strategy, and once you understand what that strategy is,
everything the Pentagon does makes sense. The strategy is, don't interrupt the money flow, add to
it.”

“The Misunderstood Adam Smith: The father of free trade was no globalist”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-misunderstood-adam-smith
•

For whatever intuitive sense it claims to have, this argument relies on a fundamental confusion
between trade—economic activity between economic systems—and division of labor—economic
activity between individuals in a single economic system. At bottom, this argument is a bait-andswitch for a global system, not a plan for any one nation to become wealthy, least of all the United
States, which, according to the law of equilibrium, would be forced under a free-trade regime to
sustain massive losses of jobs and wealth to pull all other nations up in the new global wage and price
structure. Precisely that is happening today. [2003]

If it surprises you that both of these articles were published in The American Conservative, you should read:
“Who We Are”
www.theamericanconservative.com/who-we-are
Most everything we know about everything has been twisted by some special interest, including the very
definitions of our language itself.
Cui bono?

780.
Ooops, OMG, Who Puts Up With This Garbage?
August 20, 2013
Ooops:
In yesterday's “What's the Opposite of ‘Divide & Conquer’?” I misused a useful article on the misuse of
Adam Smith. At the very least, my bullet points should not have included the author's sequence of
exaggerations:
“Americans paid no income tax whatsoever for the first 150+ years of the Republic; instead, foreigners paid
the entire revenue of the United States for the privilege to do business here.”
I'll let you decide the damage done. The essential truths in the author's sentence need proclaiming, but I
should not have repeated his technical inaccuracies, especially when somewhere in the back of my fuzzy
head I knew better. By your leave, I will apologize and replace yesterday's bullet points with:
•

For whatever intuitive sense it claims to have, this argument relies on a fundamental confusion
between trade—economic activity between economic systems—and division of labor—economic
activity between individuals in a single economic system. At bottom, this argument is a bait-andswitch for a global system, not a plan for any one nation to become wealthy, least of all the United
States, which, according to the law of equilibrium, would be forced under a free-trade regime to
sustain massive losses of jobs and wealth to pull all other nations up in the new global wage and price
structure. Precisely that is happening today. [2003]

OMG:
“Globalization Forces Major Change In Business Classification System: One Result Will Be That
Imports From Manufacturers That Have Outsourced Production Offshore Will No Longer Be
Considered Imports”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/factorylessgoodsmanufacturers0820131.html
•

•

•

The change in classification means that companies like Apple, Nike, Cisco, fabless semiconductor
companies, and, for instance, the hundreds of American companies that design apparel and garments
and have them manufactured in Bangladesh, will also be classified as manufacturers, again, with their
imports measured as U.S. output.
The U.S. Economic Classification Policy Committee (ECPC), an obscure group proposing the
change, believes that imports and exports “should be recorded on a strict change of ownership basis,”
it says. If there is no change of ownership of a product being imported, then it should not be
considered an import, says the committee made up of representatives from the Bureau of Economic
Analysis, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Census Bureau and the White House Office of
Management and Budget.
Asks Richard McCormack: “If the government is so interested in factoryless goods production and
will classify imports as U.S. production, then why won't it ask those same companies how many

people they employ in those operations offshore? And if they are classifying those companies' output
as U.S. production, then why wouldn't it classify their contract workers creating that output—such as
those at Foxconn in China making all of Apple's products—as American workers?”
I won't ask:
“Who thinks up this garbage?”
But I would like to know:
Who puts up with this garbage?

781.
Yeah, But We Don’t Live in China
August 21, 2013
We don't live in China—and, citizens willing, we never will. Why should we pay for China's upgrades and
let our own country fall apart? Besides, they don't even like us—never have, never will.
Anyone who says they're too poor to shop anywhere but Walmart has got the cause and effect exactly flipped
and flopped.
Moseying along:
“Secret Beijing memo reveals hardline grip of Xi the smiler”
www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/world_news/Asia/article1261311.ece
•

A hostile anti-western Communist party document emphasises the need for China to “stand up
against the West” by becoming rich and strong.

The word “secret” can be pretty funny. Here's the same story in Monday's (NY) Times, originally titled
“China's New Leadership Takes Hard Line in Secret Memo”:
“China Takes Aim at Western Ideas”
www.nytimes.com/2013/08/20/world/asia/chinas-new-leadership-takes-hard-line-in-secret-memo.html
•

•
•

The first of seven subversive perils enumerated in Document No. 9 was “Western constitutional
democracy.” Others included promoting “universal values” of human rights, Western-inspired
notions of media independence and civic participation, ardently pro-market “neo-liberalism,” and
“nihilist” criticisms of the party's traumatic past.
The warnings were not idle. Since the circular was issued in April, party-run publications and Web
sites have vehemently denounced constitutionalism and civil society.
According to Xiao Gongqin, professor of history at Shanghai Normal University, demands that
officials disclose their wealth alarmed leaders and helped galvanize them into issuing Document No.
9.

Now who'd have thought that communism would become just another plutocratic scam?
Newly posted on YouTube:
“Million American Jobs Project”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FrGxO2Fn_M

Useful, especially for persons who “believe” there's nothing only one person can do, but I can't sign off on
any recommendation to spend more consumer money when consumers don't have it to spend. We can
actually spend less and create jobs and wealth by reallocating our money from foreign to American-made
goods. Please see, if you haven't already:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
I'll close with a true story, this conversation between myself and a young sociologist working on her graduate
degree in urban renewal, affordable housing, and such:
•
•

“I'm sure you spend a lot of time discussing how all of this can be paid for.”
“No, we never discuss any of that. We just think of things we want to see done. We never talk about
economics.”

I wasn't left wondering whether her Chinese counterparts and competitors ever talk about economics.

782.
“Our cow dung is worth more than your Wall Street stocks.”
August 22, 2013
“Gallup Daily: U.S. Unemployment”
www.gallup.com/poll/125639/Gallup-Daily-Workforce.aspx
•

8.9% on 8/20/2013—the highest Gallup since 3/15/2012

“University Students Consider Selling Kidneys to Cover School Costs”
www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/university-students-consider-selling-kidneys-to-cover-school-costs
•

Though she hasn't revealed her plan to her parents, she said that she has independently researched the
effects of losing a kidney. “I am ready to live with only one kidney. What matters to me is
continuing my studies,” she said.

“Black unemployment rate is consistently twice that of whites”
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/08/21/through-good-times-and-bad-black-unemployment-isconsistently-double-that-of-whites
•

The widest gaps, when black unemployment was as much as 2.77 times that of white unemployment,
came in the late 1980s, as the manufacturing sectors that employed disproportionate shares of
African-Americans shriveled.

“Gates on Leaks, Wiki and Otherwise”
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/30/gates-on-leaks-wiki-and-otherwise
•

“Let me just offer some perspective as somebody who's been at this a long time. Every other
government in the world knows the United States government leaks like a sieve, and it has for a long
time.”

“India’s Richest Man Loses $5.6 Billion as Rupee Stumbles”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-08-22/india-s-richest-man-loses-5-6-billion-as-rupee-stumbles.html
•

Mukesh Ambani, India's richest man, is the biggest loser among the country's billionaires as the
rupee's slump to record lows erased 24 percent of his fortune since May 1.

To repeat and reiterate:

Real wealth doesn't vaporize overnight. Symbolic “paper” assets do. Did Ambani really lose anything? Is
Ambani really India's richest man? Doubtful.
Besides, as Vandana Shiva told Hillary Clinton: “Our cow dung is worth more than your Wall Street stocks.”
America's real wealth would increase with a low or “weak” dollar. U.S. exports would increase as U.S.manufactured goods became less expensive in foreign countries. Problem is, we allow our policy to be
written by, for the benefit of, global plutocrats of paper wealth—the people behind our higher
unemployment, lower opportunity, and tighter social control. By shutting down American factories, they
have also made it more difficult for us to devalue our dollar and manufacture and export our way back to real
and widespread prosperity.

783.
How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?
September 9, 2013
My new video:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
Transcript:
No matter who you blame—Washington, Wall Street, the Big Banks, Globalization—they all have at least
one thing in common: they all get all their power from us.
Even a young child knows: when a machine goes haywire and the controls don’t work, you don’t form a
committee, you don’t stockpile ammunition, you pull the plug.
When a contractor doesn’t perform as agreed—and this applies to social contracts, as well—you withhold
payment until he does the job you hired him to do.
Beginning right now, I will do my part as an American citizen—and the guy you could have voted for—to
enforce the American agreement of democracy and prosperity, and to prevent a possible genocide.
I’m glad you don’t like that word. For decades now, this country has been in the business of transferring
existing wealth instead of producing new wealth. When the wealth has all been transferred, finally—what
happens then?
Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless. You can pull a plug. Join me—
follow me—in providing incentive by simply withholding payment:
•
•
•

Not another penny in income tax—personal or corporate.
Not another penny in payment of student loans.
Not another penny to any Big Bank—or to any corporation that has taken American money and
betrayed American interests.

I am not saying we should all become irresponsible deadbeats. I’m advocating a higher form of financial
responsibility, one that considers the difference between virtue and vanity, virtue and cowardice. When our
democracy is acceptable, America’s real economy acceptable, when the game is no longer rigged against us,
we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation and financial support—under conditions
acceptable to the common man.
Americans in a democracy are all common men.

Every day, somebody tells me our country is doomed, our children are doomed, there’s no future, not a thing
we can do about it, and we shouldn’t even try.
They say America is in her final stages of disunity, that Americans couldn’t pull together now if their lives
depended on it.
I say they’re wrong.

784.
“Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain
and feel helpless.”
September 10, 2013
PDF attached.
Video:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.vimeo.com/74260467
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
Text:

785.
Some Today-Unrelated Items
September 11, 2013
(Scroll down for new Vimeo link and free PDF.)
“The Biggest Lie: From Hiroshima to Syria, the enemy whose name we dare not speak”
www.johnpilger.com/articles/from-hiroshima-to-syria-the-enemy-whose-name-we-dare-not-speak
•

The great unmentionable is that humanity's most dangerous enemy resides across the Atlantic.

“China August Industrial Output Rises 10.4%”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-09-10/china-august-industrial-output-rises-10-4-exceeding-estimates.html
•

Thirty-nine of 41 industries reported growth, including a 13.6 percent gain in ferrous metals and 12.3
percent in chemicals, according to the statistics agency. Steel production rose 15.6 percent in August,
up from 10.9 percent in July, and electricity output expanded 13.4 percent, compared with 8.1 percent
the previous month.

“China settles record amount of its trade in yuan”
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/economy/business/AJ201309040040
•

The Chinese government has been making efforts to facilitate the smooth circulation of yuan since
the collapse of U.S. investment bank Lehman Brothers in 2008 to lessen dependence on the dollar in
trade and reduce the possible adverse impact of the U.S. economy.

“No. 554: August Employment and Unemployment, M3”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-554-august-employment-and-unemployment-m3
•

23.3% — Instead of being matched happily with rising employment, falling unemployment reflected
a shrinking labor force with declining employment.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.vimeo.com/74260467
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
•

Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless.

Today's 8.03-MB, 948-page PDF of
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to Date notably resisting
America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender By Bob Hall citizen
is free for the asking.

786.
My E-Mails Are Being Tampered With
September 12, 2013
Today's must-read by former Pentagon analyst Franklin C. “Chuck” Spinney, himself a national treasure:
“Putin Lectures Obama: Who Benefits From America’s State of Perpetual War?”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/09/12/putin-lectures-obama
•

•

•

Two-thirds of the American people opposed the war, yet elites have been debating how to ignore the
will of the people. These domestic policies are the real subject of Putin's lecture. Implicitly, his
lecture is also about the democratic duty of American citizens to rein in the elites claiming falsely to
be acting in their name. Should a former KGB agent be giving advice to the people of a
constitutional democracy?
On September 11, 2001, the entire world was on the side of the United States. In fact one of the
largest, if not the largest, of the world-wide demonstrations in support of the United States was the
mass vigil in Tehran, Iran—a country we promptly denounced as being part of an axis of evil.
How and why did the American people allow their elites and political representatives—Republicans
and Democrats alike—to exploit 9/11 in an arbitrary way to place our nation on a grotesque moral
pathway into a shameful state of mismatches between (1) the values we profess to uphold and others
expect us to uphold, (2) those values we actually hold dear as demonstrated by our actions, and . . . ?

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467
Quoted in Fear-Fallen Children #211:
“The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.”
About my subject line:
If you're sharing important information online, you might want to follow up to make sure your e-mails are
being allowed to reach their destinations.
Mine, this week—linking my new video—are not.

787.
Ate Links on Friday the 13th
September 13, 2013
“Wall Street Banks Obtain Market Data Ten Minutes Before Everyone Else”
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10714
•

•

So I've done a follow-up to the University of Michigan and said, why are you still doing business
with people like this who are creating a system that is designed to aid and abet people who are front
running and who are manipulating the market? Well, why would a public university do these things?
What does it mean for the rest of us? Well, the rest of us aren't traders, and we shouldn't be traders.

Must read:
“The People Against the 800 Pound Gorilla”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/09/13/the-people-against-the-800-pound-gorilla
•

•

“I can tell you from personal experience that, at least in Congress, the support Israel has in that body
is based completely on political fear—fear of defeat by anyone who does not do what Israel wants
done. I can also tell you that very few members of Congress—at least when I served there—have any
affection for Israel or for its lobby.”
Far from being anti-Semitic, we deplore all forms of “identity politics” that ignore the diversity
within every human group. We simply want to be able to say “no” openly to the pro-Israel lobby
without being subjected to moral intimidation. This has nothing to do with Jewish religion or identity
or culture: it is entirely political. We claim our right to refuse to be drawn into somebody else's war.

Reminder:
“Return on investment: one steel job means seven more jobs elsewhere”
www.americanmanufacturing.org/blog/return-investment-one-steel-job-means-seven-more-jobs-elsewhere
•

But additionally, the manufacturing jobs pay good wages, meaning people have more money to
spend. It's noteworthy that jobs created at, say, a big box store do not have this type of effect on the
economy.

Two to compare:
“Fast Track/TPA/Trade Promotion Authority”
www.citizen.org/fast-track

•

As a candidate, President Obama said he would replace this anti-democratic process. But now he is
asking Congress to grant him Fast Track's [TPA's] extraordinary authority—in part to try to
overcome public and congressional opposition to his controversial Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
and Trans-Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA) deals.

http://images.politico.com/global/2013/09/09/tpa_letter_9-9-13.html
•

As leading U.S. business and agriculture associations and founding members of the Trade Benefits
America coalition, we strongly support your bipartisan efforts to develop and pass updated Trade
Promotion Authority [TPA/Fast Track] legislation.

Don't just stand there:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467
And:

788.
Five Stories: One Question
September 14, 2013
“When the US Used Cancer as a Weapon: Radioactive Warfare in Iraq and the Balkans”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/09/13/when-the-us-used-cancer-as-a-weapon
•
•

•

•

•
•

In all, the US hit Iraqi targets with more than 970 radioactive bombs and missiles. Since 1990, the
incident rate of leukemia in Iraq has grown by more than 600 percent.
For years, this waste [“depleted” uranium-238] was a radioactive nuisance, piling up at plutonium
processing plants across the country. By the late 1980s there was nearly a billion tons of the
material. Then weapons designers at the Pentagon came up with a use for the tailings: they could be
molded into bullets and bombs.
After the Gulf War, Pentagon war planners were so delighted with the performance of their
radioactive weapons that they ordered a new arsenal and under Bill Clinton fired them at Serb
positions in Bosnia, Kosovo, and Serbia.
Already medical teams in the region have detected cancer clusters near the bomb sites. The leukemia
rate in Sarajevo, pummeled by American bombs in 1996, has tripled in the last five years. But it's not
just the Serbs who are ill and dying.
If the US has kept silent, the Brits haven't.
Depleted uranium has a half-life of more than 4 billion years. Thousands of acres in the Balkans,
Kuwait, and southern Iraq have been contaminated forever.

“Consideration of Request to Raise the Flag of the People’s Republic of China on October 1st”
https://sanleandro.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1476586&GUID=79F6B241-1756-4E3F-96C61CCD3AF3E99B
•

File #13-458, sponsored by the City Council of San Leandro, CA.

“Almost a quarter of men ‘admit to rape in parts of Asia’”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-24021573
•

China percentage of men admitting rape: 22.2%

“Chinese data shows Western misinterpretations fall far short of truth”
[John Ross in The Global Times on 2013-9-12. Browse at your own risk.]
•

The “crisis in China” industry . . . should be treated as one of the world's least reliable sources of
information.

•

•

•

China's GDP growth slowed from 7.6 percent in the second quarter of 2012 to 7.5 percent in the
second quarter of 2013—a marginal 0.1 percent decline. In the same period, US year-on-year growth
fell from 2.8 percent to 1.4 percent.
China's industrial output in the last year rose six times faster than the US. In July China's industrial
growth was slightly increasing whereas US industrial growth had fallen by two-thirds. Claims about
a US “industrial revival,” led by natural gas fracking for example, are factually false.
Over the last six years US industrial production has not even regained pre-financial crisis levels
whereas China's industrial production increased by over 90 percent.

“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—July 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•

Goods deficit: $ 70,444,000,000—not seasonally adjusted
Goods deficit with China: $ 30,083,200,000—not seasonally adjusted—yet another new record

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

789.
Providence and Permanent Felicity
September 15, 2013
If, as some people claim, “there's a reason for everything,” then there must be a reason why George
Washington's face is on the U.S. dollar bill.
In 1796, our father—that guy, in the picture, in our purses and pockets—
asked:
“Can it be that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue?”
advised:
“You should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your collective and
individual happiness . . . indignantly frowning upon . . . every attempt to alienate any portion of our
country from the rest.”
and warned:
“Cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to
usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have
lifted them to unjust dominion.”
Today's links are from The Real News Network, viewer supported (“No Advertising, Government or
Corporate Funding”) and, as such, a timely reminder that “you get what you [directly] pay for [directly].”
The Real News Network makes mistakes, different kinds, but never while shaming the incompetence and
venality of the mainstream media—and, by implication, the mainstream's subscribers (direct and indirect).
Fresh today are two good articles with an even-better title:
“Five Years After Lehman Brothers Fall, Big Banks Even Larger” – Parts 1 and 2
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10716
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10713
From September 2, an amazing article with a relatively weak title:
“Revealed: Potential Fed Chair Summers At Heart Of Global Economic Crisis”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10627
I can't wait for people to start using a word like “scam” instead of “crisis” to describe the events and

aftermath of October 2008. It would be more accurate, and it would mean we're becoming less passive.
“Less passive”—as we're about to rediscover—is essential to any kind of felicity.

790.
The Folks in the Middle. That’s What.
September 17, 2013
It shouldn't be necessary, but I will begin by reminding the reader I have nothing against rich people. Just
the opposite: I want everyone to be rich—or at least have a fair shot.
I've heard rich people criticize poor people for being lazy and trying to avoid work. Hypocrisy, on the
increase. Most of us try to avoid work—whether or not the television says we can “afford to”—and we've
got the results to show for it. The fictitious economy—Wall Street and wealth transfer—is based on the
fiction that one's money will and can perform one's labor. This fiction is of no long-term benefit to anyone
except our enemies, and in the short term benefits only those “industries” properly understood to be
economically unproductive parasites.
I've known a lot of lazy poor people. I've known a lot of lazy rich people. The folks in the middle make the
biggest contribution to a nation's well-being and (so) they are being exterminated.
“Financial Terrorism”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/09/17/financial-terrorism
•

The plan was to precipitate a financial catastrophe so immense that elected officials would comply
with Wall Street's demands as presented by Treasury Secretary (and former Goldman Sachs CEO)
Henry Paulson. To that end, Fed chairman Ben Bernanke warned the Congressional assembly that if
they refused to meet their extortionist demands for a $700 billion no-strings-attached bailout, that
“We may not have an economy on Monday.” The two men deliberately blew up the century-old
investment bank Lehman Brothers to blackmail Congress.

“Who is a ‘journalist’? People who can afford to be”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/09/201391764312806487.html
•

Credibility is not something that can be bought, but credentials are. Using affiliation as a criterion to
define “journalist” means only the privileged get journalistic privilege.

A certain Treasury Secretary is “evil” and everyone should get their money out of the Big Banks as soon as
possible—this is all the credible inside information from confidential sources I have to report today.
The big picture is becoming terribly clear.
Now what?
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”

•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

That's what.

791.
Eternal Vigilance Means It’s Too Soon to Celebrate
September 18, 2013
An unscrupulous administration could manipulate our country with a threat like Larry Summers, mercenary
media to fan the flames. Hey—anyone would be welcome—a relief—after Larry Summers—right?
Be careful what you wish for. They came for your money. It wasn't enough.
It is never enough.
“Janet Yellen Urged Glass-Steagall Repeal and Social Security Cuts, Supported NAFTA”
www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/17/janet-yellen-glass-steagall_n_3940730.html
•

•

•

Janet Yellen, the central bank's vice chair, has emerged as the frontrunner to succeed Ben Bernanke
in the Fed's top spot. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and dozens of other Democrats in both the
House and Senate have endorsed Yellen to be the next Fed Chair.
Yellen backed the repeal of the landmark Glass-Steagall bank reform. She also pressured the
government to develop a new statistical metric [chained CPI] intended to lower payments to senior
citizens on Social Security.
In 1993, she signed a letter to Clinton advocating for the North American Free Trade Agreement—
“Specifically, the assertions that NAFTA will spur an exodus of U.S. jobs to Mexico are without
basis.”—that also gave corporations the political power to challenge the nation's laws and regulations
before an international tribunal.

The reader is reminded that in 2000, Treasury Secretary Larry Summers told the House Banking Committee:
“The suggestion of jobs in the U.S. being exported to China is largely, in the judgment of most who studied
the issue, I think, a chimera." [FFC #45]
The reader is reminded that in 2012, Elizabeth Warren spent more for a Senate seat than anyone, ever, in all
of U.S. history: $42 million, most of it coming from outside Massachusetts. Her biggest contributors by
industry were Lawyers & Lobbyists; followed by Finance, Insurance & Real Estate; then
Communications/Electronics. [FFC #718]
What a sneak [collective noun] of weasels.
Yesterday in the BMJ:
“Impact of 2008 global economic crisis on suicide: time trend study in 54 countries”
www.bmj.com/content/347/bmj.f5239

•

•

All age suicide rates in European and American men were, respectively, 4.2% and 6.4% higher in
2009 than expected if past trends had continued. In contrast there was no change in European women
and a relatively smaller (2.3%) increase in American women. In European countries, the impact has
been felt most strongly by men aged 15 to 24, while men aged 45 to 64 were most affected in
American countries.
Among American countries, men in the U.S. showed the largest number of excess suicides [2,309 —
8.7% higher].

“Spending other people's money and spilling other people's blood.”
Enough?
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Enough!

792.
There Is No Joy in Wealth Transfer
September 19, 2013
Think about the joy you've experienced in life. Now thank your predecessors.
From the U.S. Census Bureau on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2013:
“Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2012”
www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/p60-245.pdf
In 2012:
•
•
•
•
•

Median household income was the lowest since 1995.
Median household income was 8.3 percent lower than in 2007, the year before the most recent
recession.
There were 46.5 million people in poverty. The official poverty rate was 15.0 percent—2.5
percentage points higher than in 2007.
The number of people aged 65 and older in poverty would be higher by almost 15.3 million if Social
Security payments were excluded from money income.
Adults aged 25 to 34 living with their parents had an official poverty rate of 9.7 percent when the
entire family's income is compared with the threshold that includes the young adult as a member of
the family. However, if poverty status were determined using only the additional adult's own income,
43.3 percent of those aged 25 to 34 would have been below the poverty threshold for a single person
under age 65.

In 2012, income dispersion to the top quintile was 51.0 percent of the nation's total.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2012: 51.0%
2007: 49.7%
1995: 48.7%
1980: 44.2%
1977: 44.1%
1975: 43.7%
1967: 43.6%

Deindustrialization is wealth transfer. Trade deficits are wealth transfer. Financialization is wealth transfer.
There is no joy in wealth transfer.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4

•

www.vimeo.com/74260467

There is no joy without life, and no life without the courage to survive.

793.
Complaining & Not Doing
September 20, 2013
Three articles to make you angry.
Please keep in mind:
I am not part of the multi-billion-dollar complaint industry. I don't make any money with this. It's not in my
interests—not in any way, shape, or term—to pretend I'm interested in solving our problems when I'm
secretly concerned with my own job security in the complaint department of a shriveling citizenry.
There are real costs attached to complaining and not doing. Some of the costs can be imagined in dollars and
cents. Some of the costs cannot be imagined at all.
I will ask again (and again):
“What kind of person sees what needs to be done and doesn't do it?”
Truth is, most everyone in the complaint industry can see what needs to be done.
“Going Postal: The husband of US Senator Dianne Feinstein has been selling post offices to his friends,
cheap”
www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/going-postal/Content?oid=3713528
•

Tens of thousands of jobs are being liquidated as post offices and mail processing facilities across the
country are short-listed to be sold for ready cash. CBRE has already sold 52 of these properties, and
hundreds more are on the chopping block. Eighty percent of the Postal Service's multibillion-dollar
deficit is caused by a law passed by Congress in 2006 that requires it to prepay retiree health benefits
75 years into the future. The ugly truth of the matter is that the Postal Service is being privatized in
the interests of scores of corporations that not only compete with it, but are also its largest
contractors, including FedEx and UPS.

“Even in an age of ‘realists’ and vigilantes, there is still cause for optimism: It’s not too late for the
world to learn the lesson of the US’s foreign policy mistakes”
www.newstatesman.com/international-politics/2013/09/even-age-realists-and-vigilantes-there-still-causeoptimism
•

The National Security Archive in Washington has posted new documents that reveal much about
Kissinger's role in an atrocity that cost thousands of lives. In declassified tapes, Kissinger is heard
planning the overthrow of President Salvador Allende with Richard Nixon. They sound like Mafiosi
thugs.

•

•

•

Understanding Kissinger's criminality is vital when trying to fathom what the US calls its “foreign
policy.” Kissinger remains an influential voice in Washington, admired and consulted by Barack
Obama.
In 2006, I interviewed Duane “Dewey” Clarridge, who ran the CIA in Latin America in the 1980s.
When I asked him what gave him the right to overthrow governments, he said, “Like it or lump it,
we'll do what we like. So just get used to it, world.”
The world is no longer getting used to it. Today, most of Latin America is independent of US foreign
policy and free from its vigilantism. Poverty has been cut almost in half; children live beyond the age
of five; the elderly learn to read and write. These remarkable advances are invariably reported in bad
faith in the west and ignored by the “realists.”

“Bolivian president to sue US govt for crimes against humanity”
www.rt.com/news/morales-obama-humanity-crimes-109
•

He branded the US president as a “criminal” who violates international law. In solidarity with
Venezuela, Bolivia will begin preparing a lawsuit against the US head of state to be taken to the
international court.

And:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

What needs to be done.

794.
The Fed, The Dow, and “No”
September 21, 2013
On Wednesday, the nation's central bank announced no taper, but its continuing commitment to maximum
employment and price stability (higher inflation). Of course, this was baloney. The Fed's stimulus is
designed to boost asset prices and transfer wealth to its friends in a largely fictitious economy. The Dow
reciprocated with a record high of 15,676.94.
In March 2009, the Dow saw 6,547.05 and the U.S. its first deflation since August 1955. It's important to
note, however, as John Williams did at the time, that if CPI calculations were consistent using pre-Clinton
methodology, March 2009 inflation would have exceeded 7.2%. August 2013, according to SGS, was
9.2%—consistent with the experience of real people on budgets.
Since 2009, we've watched 95% of all U.S. income gains go to the “Top 1%.” Income gains. The shift in
net worth has been even more dramatic.
Regarding the Fed's “maximum employment” baloney, I thought some comparisons might be useful.
The wealth transfer machine is working:
•

Dow Jones Industrial Average on September 18, 2013: 15,676.94 — up +9,129.89 from 6,547.05 on
March 9, 2009

But workers—and the real economy—are not. Current Fed/BLS figures, not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•

Civilian Labor Force (employed and unemployed): 155,971,000 — up +2,243,000 from March 2009
Not in Labor Force: 89,988,000 — up +8,630,000 from March 2009
Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate: 63.4% — down from 65.4% in March 2009
SGS Unemployment Rate: 23.3% — up from 19.8% in March 2009
Population, Civilian Noninstitutionalized: 311,150,514 — up +10,413,559 from March 2009

Again and again: so much for the Dow being any kind of real economic indicator. And like I said: the Fed is
full of it. Our nation's central bankers—criminals, free traders to boot—are in the business of wealth
transfer.
You have two choices.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

One requires the ability to say “No.”

795.
“This is the only real game changer we’ve ever seen.”
September 23, 2013
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

[transcript]

796.
Do “We Need a Revolution”?
September 23, 2013
I have to laugh or cry a little every time I hear someone say, “We need a revolution!” Not that I'm
categorically opposed to fresh new ideas—America's “War of Independence” wasn't necessarily a
revolution—but I almost always wind up asking the frustrated citizen to describe his vision of revolution.
With few—actually, zero— exceptions, it's been a public spectacle:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Violent
Urban
Violent
Colorful
Violent
Televised
(and)
Successful

And, you guessed it: the frustrated citizen will reap the benefits—some combination of money and justice—
without having had to lift a finger, much less alter any routine. Cheering for the good guys, analyzing the
bad—between commercial breaks, as it were—if otherwise lukewarm recommendations, are sufficient for
the requirements of responsible citizenship.
Sometimes, I'll ask a follow-up question, like:
•

Are you sure we're not in the middle of a revolution, right now?

•

Do you think you'd be able to recognize a revolution if you saw one—say, if somebody handed you
one?

Or:

Or:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

You are very welcome.

797.
“Love It or Leave It” Reconsidered
September 25, 2013
“America—Love It or Leave It”
I’ve recently decided I don't hate the slogan nearly as much as I'd thought, which leaves me wondering about
the people I normally associated with the slogan. What if they knew something I didn't?
Most of us believe that people who disagree with us are deficient, somehow, in matters of practical
intelligence. Also, we’ve pretty much lost interest in, the ability, to love or leave America, or anything,
because we just don’t care. I’m afraid we’ve been brainwashed, but I really don't feel brainwashed and
neither does anyone else I’ve asked.
(Hmmm. Anyhow . . . )
Hate is not the opposite of Love. Indifference, Inattention—their damage is the opposite of Love.
My favorite explanation of Love is “the Act of caring as much about somebody else's feelings as you care
about your own.” If this makes you uncomfortable, try to think of comfort as a feeling. Other feelings might
be pain, fear, and hunger; and confidence, dignity, and hope.
Among political philosophies, “America—Love It or Leave It” was not so narrow-minded, after all; and it
made for a wonderful bumper sticker.
Its hidden meaning:
“Americans—Love Them or Lose Them”
Doesn't have the same ring, and is still ahead of its time.

798.
“Love It or Leave It” Reconsidered—PDF attached
September 26, 2013
[transcript]

799.
Weekend Reading, Some Extraordinary
September 27, 2013
If you only have time for one of these, I recommend the first (and the last)—with a qualification. Even our
cleverest reporters get too caught up in the fictitious economy, granting it legitimacy, while even our dullest
enemies delight in the spectacle of Americans chasing money markers while surrendering the tools of real
wealth production.
“Looting the Pension Funds: All across America, Wall Street is grabbing money meant for public
workers”
www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/looting-the-pension-funds-20130926
•

Tax revenues went in the crapper, and someone had to take the hit. But who? Cuts to corporate
welfare and a rolled-up-newspaper whack of new taxes on the guilty finance sector seemed a good
place to start, but it didn't work out that way. Instead, it was then that the legend of pension
unsustainability was born, with the help of a pair of unlikely allies.

“Why We’re Shutting Off Our Comments”
www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-09/why-were-shutting-our-comments
•

Even a fractious minority wields enough power to skew a reader's perception of a story, recent
research suggests.

“Iran: When A U.S. President Tried to Muzzle 60 Minutes”
www.barrymlando.com./https/barry-landosquarespacecom/2013/9/26/when-a-uspresident-tried-to-muzzle60-minutes
•

I felt I had no other moral option, if CBS News refused to broadcast the segment, than to quit and
give the copy to Public Television or anyone else who would agree to put it on the air. To his
everlasting credit, Bill Leonard refused to back down.

“Using more contractors, drones may help sell wars to public, British MoD study suggests”
www.rt.com/news/british-defence-war-public-419
•

The document . . . regards how public opinion of wartime casualties can be manipulated. It also
recommends the Ministry of Defence (MoD) have “a clear and constant information campaign in
order to influence the major areas of press and public opinion.”

“Goldsboro revisited: account of hydrogen bomb near-disaster over North Carolina—declassified
document”
www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/sep/20/goldsboro-revisited-declassified-document
•

The central point is correctly stated. One simple, dynamo-technology, low voltage switch stood
between the United States and a major catastrophe.

“The Bomb that Cracked an Island”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/09/27/the-bomb-that-cracked-an-island
•

Thirty years ago, Amchitka was the site of three large underground nuclear tests, including the most
powerful nuclear explosion ever detonated by the United States. The aftershocks of those blasts are
still being felt.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Have a good weekend.

800.
Bribes Make You Less Notorious; Notable Co-Motion
September 30, 2013
“Chinese Internet Giant Lobbied to be Taken Off List of Notorious Markets”
www.opensecrets.org/news/2013/09/chinese-internet-giant-lobbied-to-b.html
•

•

•
•

•

Alibaba, which earlier this month announced its plans to issue an IPO, lobbied Washington officials
so that one of its businesses would be removed from a government list labeling it a “notorious
market.”
The plan to go public is already drawing fierce competition from Wall Street firms wanting a part in
the underwriting for the company's stock sale. The company's value has been estimated to be as high
as $70 billion by Goldman Sachs.
Only a year ago, Alibaba was having to battle charges of piracy and counterfeiting from the Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR).
Alibaba fought back, spending $461,000 in 2012 to lobby the White House, Capitol Hill, and USTR.
Among the lobbyists hired by the company was James Mendenhall, former general counsel of USTR,
who now works for the law and lobbying firm Sidley Austin LLP.
Clearly Alibaba's found value in ramping up its K Street expenditures. The first year it lobbied,
2011, it spent just $100,000.

Notable Co-Motion, 9/30:
“The Sparks of Rebellion”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_sparks_of_rebellion_20130930
•

It is not the poor who make revolutions. It is those who conclude that they will not be able, as they
once expected, to rise economically and socially.

Author Hedges reminds: “Artists, like rebels, are dangerous. They speak a truth that totalitarian systems do
not want spoken.”

801.
18 Shutdowns, 37 Trade Deficits
October 1, 2013
On government shutdowns:
The U.S. has seen 18 government shutdowns and 37 consecutive trade deficits (roughly $10 trillion in
immediate losses alone) since 1976. I am not saying they are completely unrelated.
Moving along to the subject of foreign adversaries, commercial and otherwise:
The press, predictably and once again, is missing the story on Japan—which is just the way Japan likes it.
Reporters love to blabber about Japanese debt, and so then blabber in turn the well-informed populace, but
it's a non-issue (see, for example, FFC #533) that distracts us from real Japanese wealth creation—which is
just the way Japan likes it. I expect Eamonn Fingleton, trade expert who lived in Japan for 27 years, will
weigh in on the new taxes. Meanwhile, we've some useful insights from Michael Stumo at CPA:
“Japan, Laughing at TPP Negotiators, Raises Border Taxes by 60%”
www.tradereform.org/2013/10/japan-raise-border-adjustable-taxes-60
•

•

•

The consumption taxes are charged on imports and domestic goods. But you concentrate the benefits
internally through (1) lowering other employer/domestic taxes; (2) avoiding a domestic tax increase
that otherwise would have occurred and/or (3) spend the money domestically for increased
competitiveness.
Mexico and Canada had no border adjustable consumption tax prior to NAFTA. But they enacted
one during negotiations. NAFTA was passed, tariffs across the board went down, and Mexico's
border taxes rose by 15%.
What good are trade agreements? Really. On the numbers. Our trade deficits have become the
worst ever. They refuse to deal with currency devaluation, fiscal devaluation (consumption taxes),
state owned enterprises so other countries do a bait and switch.

“A New Challenge for Multinationals in China: Mao-era Politics”
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303643304579106694013203808.html
•

What concerns many Western business executives is not just that price-fixing investigations have
concentrated on foreign companies—often accompanied by shrill denunciations of their corporate
targets in state media. Individuals within companies and their networks are also being singled out.
And, say lawyers and others, there are disturbing Mao-era echoes in the tactics employed.

I had to laugh when I saw the title of this WSJ article. “New”? Mao-“era”? They're joking, of course—
aren't they joking?

802.
It’s Easily Within Our Power To Do Better
October 2, 2013
We can do better.
“Bill Clinton on deregulation: ‘The Republicans made me do it!’”
www.cjr.org/the_audit/bill_clinton_the_republicans_m.php
•

This is, to be kind, bullshit.

“Why I Am Cancelling My Documentary on Hillary Clinton”
www.huffingtonpost.com/charles-ferguson/hillary-clinton-documentary_b_4014792.html
•
•
•

He paused and then became even more soulful, thoughtful, passionate, and articulate. And then he
proceeded to tell me the most amazing lies I've heard in quite a while.
Wow, I thought, this guy is a really good actor. And I also saw one reason why Hillary Clinton might
not be thrilled about my movie. I discovered others.
I would have loved to explore all this. But when I approached people for interviews, I discovered
that nobody, and I mean nobody, was interested in helping me make this film. Not Democrats, not
Republicans. . . .

It's easily within our power to do better.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

We have no choice but to do better.

803.
Courage Is the Better Part of Wisdom
October 3, 2013
Distracted by wedge issues, party politics, and celebrity gossip, we pay less attention to the important stuff.
Also, we are becoming more stupid.
Good work, as usual from Public Citizen:
“Corporate TPP Factsheet Flurry: Many Sheets, Few Facts”
www.citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/10/corporate-tpp-factsheet-flurry-many-sheets-few-facts.html
•

The factsheet series was released yesterday by the Business Roundtable (e.g. Goldman Sachs,
Verizon, Pfizer, ExxonMobil), the Coalition of Services Industries (e.g. Halliburton, Walmart,
Citigroup), the National Association of Manufacturers (e.g. Lockheed Martin, Merck, Smithfield
Foods), the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other corporate conglomerates.

This next piece, from Truthout, is predictably partisan and not very solid; but it's simply written, has a great
title, and includes some useful information—useful, that is, if the reader can resist the temptations of
partisanship.
“There Is No Such Thing as the Tea Party; There Is Only a Collection of Billionaires”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/19199-there-is-no-such-thing-as-the-tea-party-there-is-only-a-collection-ofbillionaires
•

With Fox So-Called News pumping out pro-Tea Party propaganda, and other news outlets either too
cowed or too busy laughing to look closely at who was really behind it all, it seemed, for a while at
least, that the Tea Party was, indeed, a grassroots popular uprising. But as the smoke cleared. . . .

We seem to have forgotten, since the real Boston Tea Party in 1773, that the better part of intelligence is
courage.
We flatter ourselves.

804.
Structurally Incapable of Speaking Truth to Power
October 4, 2013
Please help a younger person understand there is nothing normal about their normal. If they've never seen
better times and real opportunity—if all they understand is war and decay—how will they live?
I wanted to send you this morning's:
“Why DC Rampager Miriam Carey Didn’t Have To Die—And Why Her Killer Must Be Named”
— but Forbes has already removed the thought provoker from its website.
I hope you find the following useful (though it must be noted that Steve Forbes served on the board at
Freedom House):
“Freedom on the Net 2013”
www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/freedom-net-2013
•

Broad surveillance, new laws controlling web content, and growing arrests of social-media users
drove a worldwide decline in internet freedom in the past year. Nonetheless . . . activists are
becoming more effective at raising awareness of emerging threats and, in several cases, have helped
forestall new repressive measures.

“NSA director admits to misleading public on terror plots”
www.salon.com/2013/10/02/nsa_director_admits_to_misleading_public_on_terror_plots
•

The administration has been amping up stats about foiled plots to bolster support for mass
surveillance.

“The Real Crisis Is Not The Government Shutdown”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2013/10/02/real-crisis-government-shutdown-paul-craig-roberts
•
•

The real crisis is that jobs offshoring has permanently lowered US tax revenues.
The real crisis is the absence of intelligence among economists and policymakers who told us for 20
years not to worry about the offshoring of US jobs, because we were going to have a “New
Economy” with better jobs. Not a single one of these “New Economy” jobs has appeared in the
payroll jobs statistics or in the Labor Department's projections of future jobs. Economists and
policymakers simply gave away a good chunk of the US economy in order to enhance corporate
profits. The enhanced profits are a short-run thing, because by halting the growth in consumer
income, jobs offshoring destroyed the US consumer market.

•

•

Insouciant American economists say that manufacturing is an outmoded source of employment, but
Chinese manufacturing employment is almost equal to the total US labor force in all occupations,
including waitresses and bartenders and hospital orderlies. China's economy is growing at a rate of
7.5% in real terms, while Western economies cannot move forward and some are regressing.
In order to appease Wall Street, the most corrupt institution in human history, and to prevent Wall
Street-financed takeovers of their corporations, executives destroyed the American consumer market
by offshoring American incomes in order to enhance profits by substituting cheap foreign labor for
US labor.

While you're helping those younger people, you might explain how their favorite media personalities and
worldly cynics get their paychecks from Wall Street—and are structurally incapable of speaking truth to
power.

805.
Back to Some Interesting Basics
October 5, 2013
Where does money come from?
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
•

“Curiously, a lot of economic activities grab existing wealth, but don't actually create any new
wealth. Banking and finance, for example, do not create wealth. Services—however necessary—do
not create wealth.” — College Girl, Economy, Jobs

Where did the United States come from?
www.drjosephwarren.com/2012/09/the-power-but-not-the-justice-the-vengeance-but-not-the-wisdom-ofgreat-britain%E2%80%A6-the-suffolk-resolves
•

“. . . the most sacred obligations are upon us to transmit the glorious purchase, unfettered by power,
unclogged with shackles, to our innocent and beloved offspring. On the fortitude, on the wisdom,
and on the exertions of this important day is suspended the fate of this New World, and of unborn
millions. If a boundless extent of continent, swarming with millions, will tamely submit to live,
move, and have their being at the arbitrary will of a licentious minister, they basely yield to voluntary
slavery. . . .” — The Suffolk Resolves of September 9, 1774

Huh?
www.scottglander.com/pond24.html
•

“The Suffolk Resolves, as they are now known, was our would-be nation's first articulation of a
citizen's responsibility in the need to stand up to their government, when that government had
become tyrannical, oppressive or had in other ways lost-its-way. The Suffolk Resolves call for
simple, common sense protests such as boycotting foreign made goods, supporting locally made
goods and not paying your taxes. . . . The Suffolk Resolves was an essential step toward the
Declaration of Independence.” — Pondering #24 of Scott Glander playwright

Is China really reforming and opening up—or does “reform and opening up” mean something
different in China?
•

•

“In leading the cause of socialism, the Communist Party of China must persist in taking economic
development as the central task, making all other work subordinated to and serve this central task.
We must lose no time in speeding up economic development. . . .” — Constitution of the Communist
Party of China
“Reform and opening up are the only way to make our country strong. We must carry out
fundamental reform of the economic structure that hampers the development of productive forces,

and keep and improve a socialist market economy; we must also carry out corresponding political
restructuring and reform in other fields. The opening up means all-dimensional opening up, both
externally and internally. We must expand economic and technological exchanges and
cooperation with other countries, make more and better use of foreign capital, resources and
technologies, and assimilate and exploit the achievements of all other cultures, including all the
advanced modes of operation and methods of management of developed countries in the West that
embody the laws governing modern socialized production. We must be bold in blazing new trails in
the practice of reform and opening up.” — Constitution of the Communist Party of China
Does the U.S. government shutdown have anything to do with American voters buying foreign goods?
•
•

Finally!
China current account surplus: +$213.8 billion, #1 of 193. U.S. current account deficit: -$487.2
billion, #193 of 193. — CIA, The World Factbook

Can I do more than just complain and feel helpless?
•
•

Yes.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

806.
Literally Kicking Hank Paulson’s Backside
October 5, 2013
Today former Treasury Secretary/Goldman Sachs CEO Hank Paulson and The New York Times slipped us an
op-ed:
“China’s Economy, Back on Track”
www.nytimes.com/2013/10/05/opinion/chinas-economy-back-on-track.html
Dishonest, disgusting, self-serving, malicious—it was plain evil. Dean Baker at CEPR called them out:
“Does Hank Paulson Really Think China’s Economy Grew at an 18.7 Percent Annual Rate from 2002
to 2012?”
www.cepr.net/index.php/blogs/beat-the-press/does-hank-paulson-really-think-chinas-economy-grew-at-an187-annual-rate-from-2002-to-2012
•
•

Is Paulson really that ignorant of both China's economy and world growth data more generally?
The other question is whether the NYT suspends its fact-checking for prominent people like Henry
Paulson.

“Dollar to the Giant” readers, well acquainted with Paulson treason and media complicity, would dismiss the
Times article and answer Dean Baker's (presumably rhetorical) questions, respectively:
•

No, heck no.

•

Yes, heck yes.

and

I myself plan to frequent wi-fi hotspots near Hank Paulson's hometown of Barrington, Illinois in hopes of
seeing the former Treasury Secretary/Goldman Sachs CEO and literally kicking his backside.
Does that sound tacky—worse than what Paulson did and got away with?

807.
If It’s True That Money Talks, What Has Your Money Been
Saying?
October 6, 2013
On Tuesday the Supreme Court will hear arguments in the case of McCutcheon v. Federal Election
Commission.
Now, you know better, and I know better, but before someone else gets all whiny and partisan, ask them to
think about:
“Donor Demographics”
www.opensecrets.org/overview/donordemographics.php
Campaign Contributions, Current Election Cycle:
•
•
•

Percentage of U.S. population giving $200 or more: 0.06%
Donors giving $200 or more to candidates/parties: 49% Democrats, 50% Republicans
Double Givers (gave at least 33% to each party): 49% Democrats, 50% Republicans

Campaign Contributions, 2012 Election Cycle:
•
•
•

Percentage of U.S. population giving $200 or more: 0.40%
Donors giving $200 or more to candidates/parties: 45% Democrats, 55% Republicans
Double Givers (gave at least 33% to each party): 48% Democrats, 49% Republicans

Campaign Contributions, 2008 Election Cycle:
•
•
•

Percentage of U.S. population giving $200 or more: 0.44%
Donors giving $200 or more to candidates/parties: 56% Democrats, 43% Republicans
Double Givers (gave at least 33% to each party): 49% Democrats, 49% Republicans

These figures are from the Federal Election Commission and, remember, we're talking about relatively large
donors. Most Americans—more than 96%—never contribute one single minute of their time, nor one
solitary penny, to any political campaign.
The 96% could easily outspend the 4%. While this could put things right, it's not our best option. Next time
someone gets all whiny and partisan on you, ask them:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

If it's true that money talks, what has your money been saying?

808.
Profiteers and Propaganda, Sheep and Shutdowns
October 7, 2013
The current variants:
•
•

“Supreme Billionaire Feeds Armies as U.S. Court Battle Blazes” — San Francisco Chronicle
“Feeding Soldiers in War Zones Enriches Supreme Billionaire” — BloombergBusinessweek

The original Bloomberg News title:
“Supreme Owner Made a Billionaire Feeding U.S. War Machine”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-10-06/supreme-owner-made-a-billionaire-feeding-u-s-war-machine.html
•

•
•
•

Dubai-based Supreme delivers fuel and food—100,000 meals a day—to troops stationed in some of
the most inhospitable parts of the world. The perilous business . . . has made the company's owner,
Stephen Orenstein, a billionaire.
The company's largest contract—an exclusive deal to distribute food to U.S. military personnel in
Afghanistan—has been riddled with lawsuits and accusations. . . .
Since the start of the war there in 2001, Supreme's revenue has increased more than 50-fold to $5.5
billion in 2011.
Orenstein confirmed that he and his family control 75 percent of the company. His partner, Michael
Gans, holds the rest with his wife. They control the business through holding companies based in
Luxembourg, Cyprus, Germany and the U.K.

Today from Reuters:
“China’s Xi sees ‘long and tortuous’ world economic recovery”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/07/us-asia-china-idUSBRE99609L20131007
•
•

. . . while China's economic growth rate of about 7 percent was “within a reasonable and expected
range.”
Xi said the world economy was in the middle of profound adjustment and with major economies far
from resolving their structural problems, it was imperative to strengthen macroeconomic cooperation.

“Special Report: The education of China’s oil company”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/07/us-cnooc-nexen-specialreport-idUSBRE99600720131007
•

But as deftly as it was done, it is now anything but clear that the Nexen acquisition was wise for
CNOOC's constituents—the Chinese government and shareholders in the publicly traded company.

•

Critics of China's decade-long overseas resource-buying binge believe state-owned companies have
wasted huge chunks of the money—because deals were done for political, not commercial, reasons.

Did anyone OK these Reuters articles with Central Propaganda in Beijing?
Oh, I see. . . .

809.
Waking [Tango Foxtrot] Up: Where [Tango Foxtrot] Will
Our Children Raise Their Children?
October 8, 2013
Please forgive the rant.
Today is another one of those days I'm getting bombarded with all the stupid **** our public figures are
saying and doing. Problem is, the critics themselves are public figures who should know better, public
figures who should know the difference between real stupidity and just-pretend stupidity. Just-pretend
stupidity, in public life, is criminal. Real stupidity, in public life—well, sometimes it's only criminal by
association.
So what about this government shutdown? My “Dollar to the Giant” readers know we've racked up nearly
$10 trillion in trade deficits since Vietnam and the Oil Embargo. Keep in mind: these are just the immediate
accountable losses. Now think about the lost jobs, factories, the happiness and human life. What about the
lost potential—the productivity, opportunity, and growth? How much has our country forgone by 37 years
of trade losses? $100 trillion? More? How much American well-being could this have paid for? How
many shutdowns and shortfalls could have been avoided?
Our foreign trade, accounts of just-pretend stupidity, if not balanced, will be settled in real tangibles. The
reckoning will go something like this:
Foreigners: “You offer to pay us with—what is this?”
Americans: “Our financial people say these are worth a lot of money.”
Foreigners: “Among your financial people, maybe.”
Americans: “We'll pay in cash: U.S. dollars.”
Foreigners: “No confidence. Besides, who do you think supported the price of those dollars?”
Americans: “What about American-made goods?”
Foreigners: “What American-made goods? How do you think you got into this mess?”
Americans: “Gold?”
Foreigners: “No one can eat gold. It's only valuable if people agree. Ten dollars an ounce.”
Americans: “Then what will you take in payment?”
Foreigners: “Land, resources, buildings, airports, roads—you know how this is done. We'll take your
country.”
Americans: “What about our people?”
Foreigners: “No. We have too many of our own.”
Americans: “You misunderstand. What will happen to our people?”
Foreigners: “You misunderstand. We will tell them you were just pretending.”
Two final questions this rant:
Where will your children raise their children?

and:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”

810.
Frightened Global Hoarders Manage Our Country’s Affairs
October 9, 2013
Globalization is wealth transfer.
“2% of Chinese people consume 1/3 of world’s luxury items”
[china.org.cn — October 8, 2013]
•

•

Thanks to the Chinese craze for luxury goods, LVMH's market value reached 604.9 billion yuan in
late September, even higher than China's leading petrol chemical company Sinopec, which had a
value of 514.1 billion yuan. Other top luxury makers also reportedly beat leading Chinese companies
in the banking and power generation sectors.
Management consulting company A.T. Kearney's Shanghai office found that brands such as Louis
Vuitton and Gucci earn more than 30 percent of their revenues from Chinese customers.

“China’s Megacities Must Break the Second-Class Citizen Trap”
[eeo.com.cn — October 7, 2013]
•

•

•
•

China's household registration system (hukou) divides citizens as urban and rural. In cities, urban
citizens have access to public services like education and social security, while those residents
without a local hukou are left out.
In May, authorities made it even more difficult for university graduates who intend to settle in the
capital to obtain a local hukou. The new regulations include an age threshold stipulating that a
university graduate cannot be older than 24, a master's graduate cannot be older than 27, and a new
PhD cannot be older than 35.
Big cities such as Beijing have gathered the best resources of the entire country. Residents of these
cities are afraid that the influx of a population will snatch their cake.
The Shanghai Municipal Human Resources and Social Security Bureau offers an online simulation
rating system for potential applicants, which is far more advanced than Beijing's internal examination
system.

Globalization is wealth transfer to global elites—frightened global hoarders who grab what they can and sit
on it.
These are the people we've allowed to manage our country's affairs since at least the 1970s.

811.
“Let’s Be Frank”—there is nothing funny about this cartoon
October 10, 2013

www.clowncrack.com/2013/10/10/lets-be-frank

812.
Eagerness to Betray
October 11, 2013
China's economic miracle is nothing so much as the eagerness of Westerners to betray any love or principle
for a temporary high.
“Foreign banks face hurdle in domestic market”
[China Daily — October 10, 2013]
•
•

Foreign-owned or joint-venture banks will need at least 1 billion yuan in registered paid-in capital,
compared with 300 million yuan at present.
“China has experienced increasing degrees of opening up after it joined the World Trade
Organization in 2001. It has opened its arms to all sorts of financial institutes from overseas to
quench its thirst for capital. However, as the country grows stronger, it needs better screening. . . .”
— Hu Jiye, finance professor, China University of Political Science and Law

“China signs second-biggest swap line with ECB”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/10/us-ecb-china-swap-idUSBRE9990A220131010
•

The deal is the latest of a string of currency swaps that China has created . . . with the ultimate goal of
rivaling the dollar as a reserve currency.

“Vive La Bookstore!”
www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/books/2013/10/vive-la-book-store.html
•

•

•

In 1981, France passed the Lang Law, named for then-Minister of Culture Jack Lang. La loi
Lang fixed the prices of new books—whatever the publisher wants, the publisher gets—and set the
maximum discount booksellers can offer at five per cent.
Last Thursday, the National Assembly approved an amendment to the Lang Law that would bar
online booksellers from engaging in “unfair competition” by offering free shipping on reduced-price
books.
The Lang Law was the work of a Socialist government. Last week's amendment, which is expected
to glide easily through the Senate, was sponsored by four members of the conservative UMP, and
won unanimous backing from both parties.

Have you ever thought that Amazon's prices are higher than you ever thought? If a company doesn't pay
taxes (or employees), and destroys businesses that do pay taxes (and employees), that company is, in effect,
being subsidized by taxpayers (and citizens).

813.
Most Inequality Is Fictitious & This Report Is Fictitious
October 12, 2013
Inequality makes for lively entertainment to demoralize the masses, but most inequality is fictitious in most
ways.
The new—
“Global Wealth Report 2013: Research Institute: Thought leadership from Credit Suisse Research
and the world’s foremost experts”
https://publications.credit-suisse.com/tasks/render/file/?fileID=BCDB1364-A105-0560-1332EC9100FF5C83
—gives the chattering classes a fresh supply of hand-wringing graphics, but like most “thought leadership”
from “experts” it's a wee bit self-serving. Their definition of wealth includes, indeed prioritizes, money
markers from financial casinos and the fictitious economy—paper (or equivalent) that so-called “wealthy”
people buy-and-sell/back-and-forth until they heartily agree it's worth at least a bazillion dollars and maybe
even two.
The Suisse and their camp followers are as breathless in their admiration of the U.S:
•

Full steam ahead . . . the United States added $8.1 trillion to the global wealth stock, increasing
wealth ownership by 12.7% to $72.1 trillion. This is 20% more than the pre-crisis high in 2006 and
54% above the recent low in 2008.

As they are critical of Japan:
•

•
•

Aggressive BOJ policies drove the yen-USD exchange rate down by 22%. As a consequence, total
household wealth in Japan has fallen by $5.8 trillion this year, equivalent to 20% of Japanese net
worth.
In marked contrast to recent performance by the United States, total wealth is now just 1% above the
2008 level.
At the turn of the century, Japan was a close second to the USA regarding the number of residents in
the top 10% and the top 1% of global wealth holders. Japan still retains second place, but the gap has
widened considerably.

Quartz ran with this, yesterday proclaiming:
“Japan lost more than a million millionaires last year”
www.qz.com/134505/abenomics-has-killed-off-more-than-a-million-japanese-millionaires-in-the-past-year

•

No other country lost anywhere near that amount of wealth. The country with the second highest loss
in millionaires—100 times fewer than in Japan—was Brazil.

To their relative credit, Quartz mused about “‘wealth’ in terms of education and skills, natural resources, and
‘manufactured’ or physical assets like infrastructure.” Still, they had to repeat:
•

What's been obliterating Japanese millionaires has to do with “Abenomics,” the aggressive economic
reform plan to defeat deflation spearheaded by Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe. The policy has
driven the yen/dollar exchange rate down by 22% over the past year, which has in turn driven down
household wealth by $5.8 trillion over that time period.

What a load of garbage—all of it—in every way. For now, I'll ask you to consider but one aspect: that some
powerful forces have kept the U.S. dollar artificially overpriced for many years, to the unwitting detriment of
our people and our real economy.
That said, said “powerful forces” would be no match for our people if our people were just a little more
witting. After all, the “powerful forces” get all their power from us.
The Japanese government works for its people and their real economy. Some powerful forces are keeping
Americans from doing the same—beginning with our definition of wealth.

814.
Five Week Checkup
October 13, 2013
It's been 5 weeks since I introduced the 3-minute video.
Some people still don't understand it. Other people are still trying to censor it.
It can take a while to get your head around this one.
If you watch it every 5 weeks, every 5 weeks it will say something different.
Until nothing else could make more sense.
It can take a while to get your head around this one.
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
No matter who you blame—Washington, Wall Street, the Big Banks, Globalization—they all have at least
one thing in common: they all get all their power from us.
Even a young child knows: when a machine goes haywire and the controls don’t work, you don’t form a
committee, you don’t stockpile ammunition, you pull the plug.
When a contractor doesn’t perform as agreed—and this applies to social contracts, as well—you withhold
payment until he does the job you hired him to do.
Beginning right now, I will do my part as an American citizen—and the guy you could have voted for—to
enforce the American agreement of democracy and prosperity, and to prevent a possible genocide.
I’m glad you don’t like that word. For decades now, this country has been in the business of transferring
existing wealth instead of producing new wealth. When the wealth has all been transferred, finally—what
happens then?
Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless. You can pull a plug. Join me—
follow me—in providing incentive by simply withholding payment:
•
•
•

Not another penny in income tax—personal or corporate.
Not another penny in payment of student loans.
Not another penny to any Big Bank—or to any corporation that has taken American money and
betrayed American interests.

I am not saying we should all become irresponsible deadbeats. I’m advocating a higher form of financial
responsibility, one that considers the difference between virtue and vanity, virtue and cowardice. When our
democracy is acceptable, America’s real economy acceptable, when the game is no longer rigged against us,
we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation and financial support—under conditions
acceptable to the common man.
Americans in a democracy are all common men.
Every day, somebody tells me our country is doomed, our children are doomed, there’s no future, not a thing
we can do about it, and we shouldn’t even try.
They say America is in her final stages of disunity, that Americans couldn’t pull together now if their lives
depended on it.
I say they’re wrong.

815.
We Just Don't Get It, Can We?
October 14, 2013
I figure if I keep repeating this, sooner or later people will understand it (without any help from me):
“When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be ashamed of
yourself. When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.” — Confucius, Analects
So much for the 1920s and '30s and German and Jewish intellectuals and why they didn't see it coming.
Today's complaining not all entertaining:
“The Folly of Empire”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_folly_of_empire_20131014
•

Do you think you are going to escape? You too are going to be wiped out.

“Hey, Sweden, Keep Your Stinky Herring Pies, Your Dismally Early Sunsets—And Your Toxic Nobel
Economics Prizes”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/10/14/hey-sweden-keep-your-stinky-herring-pies-yourdismally-early-sunsets-and-your-toxic-nobel-economics-prizes
•

It is a political prize that is awarded almost unfailingly to Anglophone economists who support
Sweden's international trade agenda (and the trade agenda of Sweden's long-time ally Germany).
You pay out about $1.5 million in prize money and most of the recipients are literally a menace to
society.

“Fear and loathing in House of Saud”
www.atimes.com/atimes/World/WOR-02-111013.html
•

And the Israeli-Saudi axis will keep blossoming. Few in the Middle East know that an Israeli
company . . . is in charge of the security in Mecca.

“Commentary: U.S. fiscal failure warrants a de-Americanized world”
[Xinhua link — October 13, 2013]

•

Such alarming days when the destinies of others are in the hands of a hypocritical nation have to be
terminated, and a new world order should be put in place, according to which all nations, big or
small, poor or rich, can have their key interests respected and protected on an equal footing.

“Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.”
— “Dollar to the Giant”

816.
Two from Amherst
October 15, 2013
One:
“Stealthy Dopant-Level Hardware Trojans”
www.people.umass.edu/gbecker/BeckerChes13.pdf
•

•

•

•

Integrated circuits (ICs) are the heart of virtually all modern applications. This includes sensitive and
safety critical devices, such as medical devices, automotive, industrial control systems, power
management or military devices. Often circuit blocks on a single IC are designed by different parties,
manufactured by an external and possibly off-shore foundry, packaged by a separate company and
supplied by an independent distributor.
This increased exploitation of out-sourcing and aggressive use of globalization in circuit
manufacturing has given rise to several trust and security issues, as each of the parties involved
potentially constitutes a security risk.
One of the main concerns is that integrated circuits, e.g., for military or critical infrastructure
applications, could be maliciously manipulated during the manufacturing process, which often takes
place abroad.
Contrary to the majority of past works, in this paper, we investigate a new family of Trojans that do
not need any extra logic resources but merely require a change in the dopant polarity of a few
transistors. Hence, these Trojans add zero overhead in terms of additional transistors and metal
wires. We show that such a change will not be detected by several of common Trojan testing
methods, including optical inspection.

Two:
The Props assist the House
Until the House is built
And then the Props withdraw
And adequate, erect,
The House support itself
And cease to recollect
The Augur and the Carpenter —
Just such a retrospect
Hath the perfected Life —
A Past of Plank and Nail
And slowness — then the scaffolds drop
Affirming it a Soul —

817.
Arrogance and the Odor of Rats
October 16, 2013
Amazing, isn't it, what Americans expect from . . . whatever . . . in exchange for absolutely nothing? We
want to eat, but we won't even water the garden. No, it's worse: we want to be entertained while we're doing
nothing even remotely productive.
So far, we seem to be getting away with it.
Doesn't anyone smell a rat?
Today's Defib:
“If Hitler Didn’t Exist the Pentagon Would Have to Invent Him”
www.davidswanson.org/node/4180
•

We might shut down the other half of the government from the half that's shut down right now.

“The Economist Who Just Won a Nobel Prize Thinks Owning a Home Is a Terrible Investment”
www.theatlanticcities.com/housing/2013/10/economist-who-just-won-nobel-prize-thinks-housing-terribleinvestment/7240
•

Shiller's central insight is that people make mistakes—and they tend to make the same mistakes over
and over.

“Neil Gaiman: Why our future depends on libraries, reading and daydreaming”
www.theguardian.com/books/2013/oct/15/neil-gaiman-future-libraries-reading-daydreaming
•
•

Every two days the human race creates as much information as we did from the dawn of civilisation
until 2003. We are going to need help navigating that information to find the thing we actually need.
Our children and our grandchildren are less literate and less numerate than we are. They are less able
to navigate the world, to understand it to solve problems. They can be more easily lied to and misled,
will be less able to change the world in which they find themselves, be less employable. All of these
things.

In closing, Gaiman quotes Albert Einstein:
“If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy tales. If you want them to be more intelligent,
read them more fairy tales.”

As will I:
“The only thing more dangerous than ignorance is arrogance.”

818.
If Our Problems Were Merely Intellectual, They Would Be
Easy To Solve
October 18, 2013
Every criminal, addict, pervert, traitor, and sociopath begins life as an abused (unwanted or unloved) child.
Most parents don't know this, but children on the receiving end feel differently, because feeling and knowing
are not one and the same. Children on the receiving end will deny their feelings—delete them, as it were—to
edit what they “know” about caregivers, authority figures, and about the world.
We'll never break this cycle if our children have no country to call “home.”
Links of interest and irritation:
“When Whistleblowing Is Obedience and Tribute to the State”
www.powerofnarrative.blogspot.com/2013/10/when-whistleblowing-is-obedience-and.html
•

[Arthur Silber. Don't say I didn't warn you.]

“Dissidence, and Dissidents, that Even Hollywood Can Love”
www.powerofnarrative.blogspot.com/2013/10/dissidence-and-dissidents-that-even.html
•

[Silber. You may never be the same.]

“A New Majority: Low Income Students in the South and the Nation”
www.southerneducation.org/Programs/P-12-Program/Early-Ed/NewMajority.aspx
•

Half or more of the public school children in two regions—the South and West—are low income, and
a near majority of all students across the nation are low income (48 percent).

“China Hints at Effort to Export Cars to West”
www.nytimes.com/2013/10/18/business/international/china-hints-at-effort-to-export-cars-to-west.html
•
•

Although Mr. Chen did not say so explicitly, reducing China's trade barriers now would make it
harder for Western countries to impose reciprocal restrictions later on Chinese car exports.
China has a history of growing world-class industries behind high trade barriers and then lowering
those barriers when it wants to export.

“Stand Up Americans”

www.paulcraigroberts.org/2013/10/15/stand-americans-paul-craig-roberts
•

Now that the rest of the world has stood up to Washington, the American people need to stand up to
the executive branch, take back their civil liberties, close down the police state, break up the media
conglomerates and reestablish an independent press.

“Empire of the Senseless”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/10/18/empire-of-the-senseless
•

A pervasive dread seems to envelop the nation. So, in the face of this reality, we confront, once
more, Lenin's piercing question: what is to be done? This is not a metaphysical exercise any more,
but an existential and practical one of the most extreme urgency.

Author Jeffrey St. Clair concludes:
“. . . relief! We no longer have to hide our discontent, our efforts to make sense of the senseless. We are
free to become the sovereigns of our own actions without fear of disclosure. And so we remain, nearly all of
us, left and right, clinging stubbornly to the tiny freedoms that remain: to object, to denounce and to resist,
until a real oppositional force emerges. Or SEAL Team Six shows up at the back door.”
I will conclude that you, careful reader, are a real oppositional force:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”

819.
Wise Old Jew, Cautionary Too
October 19, 2013
Uri Avnery turned ninety on September 10.
“The Descenders”
http://zope.gush-shalom.org/home/en/channels/avnery/1382096616
•

•

•

•

•

•

Many Jews are deeply convinced that the Jewish intellect is superior to that of any other people.
Theories about this abound. One of them is that in medieval times, European intellectuals were
mostly celibate monks who did not bequeath their genes to any offspring. In Jewish communities,
the opposite happened: the rich were proud to marry their daughters to especially gifted Torah
scholars, allowing their genes to start life in privileged circumstances.
I believe it is a basic human right to be proud of one's society, one's country. People belong to
nations. Even in today's global village, most people need the sense of belonging to a certain place, a
certain people. No one wants to be ashamed of them.
Jewish Israelis are already a minority in the country ruled by Israel, from the Mediterranean to the
Jordan. The majority of subjects deprived of all rights is growing by the year. Oppression will
necessarily grow. The image of Israel throughout the world will get worse. Pride in Israel will fade.
The American Jewish scene is dominated by elderly professional leaders who were never elected by
anyone. They exert immense power over American political life, but their influence in their own
community is slipping. Young Jewish Americans are no longer proud of Israel. Some of them are
ashamed.
These young Jews do not, in general, stand up to protest. They are afraid of providing ammunition to
the anti-Semites. They are also educated from childhood that we Jews must stand together against
the Goyim who want to destroy us.
So, instead of raising their voice, they keep quiet, leave their communities, disappear from sight. But
this process can be utterly disastrous for Israel. Our leaders rely completely on the stranglehold they
have on American politicians. If these perceive that the Jewish support of Israel is diminishing, they
will be quick to liberate themselves.

Avnery's final paragraph, this essay:
“I have campaigned for decades to exchange Zionist theology for a simple Israeli patriotism. Perhaps the
time has finally come to do so—after turning Israel into a country we can be proud of again.”

820.
Sunday Chicken Dinner
October 20, 2013
Well done but disgusting. Be sure to click on the links. You'll be glad you did—some day.
“7 Horrifying Things About the Chicken You Eat”
www.alternet.org/food/7-horrifying-things-about-chicken-you-eat
•

Many people eat only chicken to avoid the health and environmental questions surrounding red meat.
Yet the track record of US chicken may be worse.

Please note:
“US chicken” now legally includes chicken processed in the People's Republic of China and then sold in the
U.S. without a country-of-origin label.
Enjoy the article. Stay close to a toilet.

821.
Interesting About Jobs; That’s Just Dollars
October 22, 2013
Highly entertaining from the Office of the State Comptroller:
“The Securities Industry in New York City”
www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2014.pdf
•
•
•

New York City has experienced very strong private sector job growth during the recovery, but the
securities industry has made only a small contribution (less than 1 percent).
Since August 2011, the industry has resumed streamlining and has lost 7,300 jobs. In contrast, the
industry played a much larger role in employment growth during prior recoveries.
In 2012, the average securities industry salary was 5.2 times greater than the rest of the private
sector. Twenty-five years ago, the average was twice that of other industries.

This, too, from the U.S. Department of Labor:
“The Employment Situation—September 2013”
www.bls.gov
Jobs, selected categories, change from August to September, seasonally adjusted “headline” figure vs.
official not seasonally adjusted figure:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm: +148,000 / +612,000
Total private: +126,200 / -404,000
Goods-producing: +26,000 / -53,000
Oil and gas extraction: +800 / -1,600
Manufacturing: +2,000 / -24,000
Private service-providing: +100,000 / -351,000
Retail trade: +20,800 / -80,700
Motion picture and sound recording industries: +6,800 / -8,800
Financial activities: -2,000 / -51,000
Securities, commodity contracts, investments: +800 / -4,200
Professional and business services: +32,000 / -31,000
Educational services: +100 / +246,600
Child day care services: -200 / +45,900
State government education: +19.800 / +346,600
Local government education: +9,500 / +882,600

Not in Labor Force: +136,000 / +644,000. Both figures are all-time records since records were first kept in
1975 / 1976, respectively—the last year we traded at a surplus / the first year of 37 straight trade deficits
totaling nearly $10 trillion.
That's $10 trillion in immediate dollars. Now think about the lost growth and we're probably talking $100
trillion or more.
That's just dollars.
What about everything else?
Please, people, get a clue—before you kill your own kids, too.

822.
In Each Link Were 7 Knives
October 22, 2013
“Brazil’s Rousseff Set to Privatize Libra Oil Field”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=10901
•

China, a country that is part of the consortium with two of its national oil companies, opened in
Brazil a direct border exempt from tax, exploiting the Brazilian raw reserves in a way not seen since
colonial times: “This is even more serious, because when you have a state-owned company operating
here from another country, it means that it is the main operational center and we are just a colony.”

“Chase Manhattan Plaza Sale Sets Record for Chinese Buyers”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-10-18/jpmorgan-tower-sale-sets-record-for-chinese-in-new-york.html
•

Greenland Holding Group Co., a Shanghai-based, state-owned developer, agreed this month to buy a
70 percent share of Atlantic Yards, a residential and commercial project in Brooklyn. “The wave
continues with this purchase. We've seen a series of trophy transactions in key cities across the
United States, done by the Chinese, in New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, as well as smaller
acquisitions in other markets around the country.”

“English worth less in Beijing’s admission tests”
[Xinhua link — October 21, 2013]
•

Currently, Beijing students start English on the first day of primary school, but in the near future,
English will not begin before third grade, according to sources with the Beijing Municipal
Commission of Education. “The change highlights the fundamental importance of mother tongue in
the curriculum,” said Li Yi.

“Announcement: Economic Observer’s English Site to Halt Operations”
[EEO link — October 22, 2013]
•

We regret to announce that as of Friday Oct 25 the English website of the Economic Observer will no
longer be updated. We sent out the final issue of our weekly newsletter earlier today.

“Cease to Resist: How the FCC’s Failure to Enforce Its Rules Created a New Wave of Media
Consolidation”
www.freepress.net/sites/default/files/resources/Cease_to_Resist_Oct._2013_0.pdf

•

The FCC's broadcasting policy is a farce. It deprives Americans of the local news diversity that our
democracy requires. This farce perpetuates a system that places profits above the public interest and
keeps one of our most valuable resources—the airwaves—in the hands of a few politically wellconnected companies, instead of in the hands of the people, who are the rightful owners.

“China’s influence over the media growing globally, says US think tank”
[SCMP link — October 22, 2013]
•

Indirect pressure is applied via proxies—including advertisers, satellite firms, and foreign
governments—who take action to prevent or punish the publication of content critical of Beijing.

“Snowden Says He Took No Secret Files to Russia”
www.nytimes.com/2013/10/18/world/snowden-says-he-took-no-secret-files-to-russia.html
•

Mr. Snowden said he gave all of the classified documents he had obtained to journalists he met in
Hong Kong, before flying to Moscow, and did not keep any copies for himself. He also asserted that
he was able to protect the documents from China's spies because he was familiar with that nation's
intelligence abilities, saying that as an N.S.A. contractor he had targeted Chinese operations and had
taught a course on Chinese cybercounterintelligence.

823.
I’d Be the Best President the Top 1% (of Americans) Ever
Had
October 23, 2013
“A society, a nation, either works or it doesn't. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody's children.”
Some conventionally wealthy Americans say the U.S. doesn't work but it's working fine for them—the
fictitious economy as ironic proof—but I think their children need rescuing from this globalist hoax ASAP.
The fictitious economy—Wall Street and wealth transfer—is not only fictitious, it's only temporary and selflimiting. A real economy—farms and factories, materials and labor—creates durable assets, prosperous
customers, agreeable taxpayers, and durably wealthy children. Instead of collecting money markers (digital
and paper—and both inevitably ultimately worthless) our Top 1% could be helping our Bottom 99% to grow
rich—and our Top 1% even richer.
And why not—if the prosperity is widely shared? Class warfare as commonly understood won't take us
where we want to go, nor will simply despising people we've never even met. Economics can be the art of
joy and abundance—not this current pseudoscience of scarcity and social control.
(But if you go carrying pictures of Chairman Mao, you ain't gonna make it with anyone anyhow.)
Just two links today—in case you haven't already seen them:
“Jerky treat mystery: Nearly 600 pets dead; still no source, FDA says”
www.nbcnews.com/health/pet-jerky-treat-mystery-nearly-600-animals-dead-still-no-8C11436330
•

“I am disgusted that our government continues to protect corporate America and China. They need to
start protecting the American consumer so that this does not happen again.”

“The disease that killed a million piglets in China has spread to the US, and no one knows why”
www.qz.com/138621/the-disease-that-killed-a-million-piglets-in-china-has-spread-to-the-us-and-no-oneknows-why
•

America's pork industry has been gripped by an outbreak of porcine diarrhea since mid-May, the first
appearance of the condition in North America.

Yep, it's a mystery. We do business with the communist Chinese and terrible things happen. No one knows
why.

824.
Stats, Puzzle Pieces, Memorable Quotes
October 24, 2013
People still tell me I'm impolite to criticize the People's Republic of China—not nearly as often as they used
to, however, as the composition of my opposition has evolved.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—August 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•

•

“The goods deficit with China decreased from $30.1 billion in July to $29.9 billion in August.
Exports increased $0.5 billion (primarily copper and industrial machines) to $9.3 billion, while
imports increased $0.4 billion (primarily apparel and toys, games, and sporting goods) to $39.2
billion.”
[Please note that our goods deficit with the communist dictatorship of the People's Republic of China
represented 49% of our entire goods deficit with the entire world. Not seasonally adjusted.]

“No. 566: September Employment/Unemployment, August Construction Spending”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-566-september-employmentunemployment-august-construction-spending
•

7.2% (U-3), 13.6% (U-6), 23.3% (ShadowStats). The 23.3% calculation includes our long-term (over
12 months) unemployed and discouraged, who were reclassified as “Not in Labor Force” by the
Clinton administration in 1994.

“China on Track to spend US$500bn on Crude Oil Imports by 2020, Surpassing US Import
Requirements”
www.woodmacresearch.com/cgi-bin/wmprod/portal/corp/corpPressDetail.jsp?oid=11495385
•

This translates to a 360% increase in China crude oil imports and a 32% decline for US. We will see
OPEC suppliers, who traditionally focused on the US for crude sales, compelled to shift their focus
towards China.

“US-Saudi relationship status: It’s complicated”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/10/us-saudi-relationship-status-it-complicated20131023131252910353.html
•

Any serious deterioration in US-Saudi relations and the money it brings into US government and
corporate coffers would constitute a pretty serious threat to Israel's strategic position.

“Karnit Flug named Bank of Israel Governor”

www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/20/us-israel-centralbank-idUSBRE99J02C20131020
•

Amir Eyal, chairman of the Infinity investment house, said he expects Flug [the first woman to head
Israel's central bank] to implement an expansive monetary policy, supporting exports and
employment and following Fischer's footsteps. As governor, Fischer bought billions of dollars to
help weaken the shekel.

“A Modest Proposal to the Anti-Defamation League”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/10/24/a-modest-proposal-to-the-anti-defamation-league
•

Your Top Ten [Anti-Israel Groups in the U.S.] report appears to be an important element of your
fundraising outreach, which rakes in almost $60 million for your annual budget—on top of your $115
million net assets. What will you do if we go under? How will you raise such large sums of money?
How in the world will you pay yourself [$688,188] each year if you can't scare your donors with
distorted stories of what we do and frightening myths about why we do it? After all, you use our
work to raise this money.

“Well, it’s a trick. We always use it. When from Europe somebody is criticizing Israel, then we bring
up the Holocaust. When in this country people are criticizing Israel, then they are anti-Semitic.” —
Shulamit Aloni, former Minister[s] of Israel and recipient of the Israel Prize, to American journalist Amy
Goodman
The National Socialist German Workers' Party wasn't nearly as murderous and destructive as the Communist
Party of China, but of course they were still horrible. That said, the interests of Americans who also happen
to be [Jewish, Chinese, etc.] are quite different from the national ambitions of [Israel, China, etc.].
George Washington in 1796:
“Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the
jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake.”
When will we ever learn?

825.
Creeping Your Way, Brought to You By:
October 26, 2013
Obama's “Top Economic Adviser” must be a terribly powerful man. Please also see FFC #96 and “Gene
Sperling, Leading NEC Director Candidate, Made Millions On Wall Street as Economy Tanked”
“Obama’s Top Economic Adviser Tells Democrats They’ll Have To Swallow Entitlement Cuts”
www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-10-25/obamas-top-economic-adviser-tells-democrats-theyre-going-tohave-to-swallow-entitlement-cuts
•
•

“You have to think about this as part of an overall pro-growth, pro-jobs strategy.”
Sperling smiled a little awkwardly and said something about how he'd love to negotiate with me.
(Not sure what that was about.)

“What globalization looks like—in America”
www.ochbergsociety.org/magazine/2013/10/covering-globalization-america
•

•

While small media outlets and regional papers like the one I write for cover every factory closing and
every new unemployment stat, we rarely claim the authority, the scope or the resources to pay
attention to what's happening at the World Trade Organization or the Department of Commerce.
That's left to journalists at bigger news outlets, but these are reporters who usually haven't bothered
traversing the dying factory towns. From where they sit, the trend is barely perceptible. The full
picture of globalization, then, rarely makes its way into the news.
No one is minding the back room of this new global store.

“China Exclusive: Detained reporter apologizes for releasing untrue stories”
[Xinhua link — 26 October 2013]
•

•

Chen Yongzhou, a journalist with the New Express based in the southern city of Guangzhou, said to
police that he had continuously released a series of unverified and false reports against the giant
engineering company Zoomlion at the request of others.
The fabricated problems, including loss of state assets, ugly marketing, sales and financial fraud,
were groundless and out of Chen's subjective assumption, according to police. The reports were
widely forwarded over the Internet, causing severe social impact. He would like to apologize to the
Zoomlion, the stock investors and his own family members, and warn his peers to “learn a lesson
from myself,” he was quoted by police as saying. Chen was caught on Oct. 18 in Guangzhou by
police from Changsha, capital of central China's Hunan Province where Zoomlion is based, and
detained on suspicion of damaging business reputation.

•

•

The article resulted in very bad impact on Zoomlion. The Zoomlion share in Shenzhen was forced to
be suspended for two days, arousing industry regulators, shareholders, celebrities and investors to
query the company's sectors of finance, management and sales.
“If I were given a chance to be a reporter again, I would follow the professional ethics to write
impartial, true, objective and balanced reports. I would not be lured by benefits,” Chen said to the
police.

“The coveted government jobs no one in China wants”
[SCMP link — 24 October 2013]
•
•
•
•

By Thursday evening, an estimated 1.3 million people will have signed up to take China's annual
civil service exams.
Of the 19,538 job openings listed, 204 had not drawn any applicants by Wednesday afternoon.
A list of unclaimed positions by an education consultancy revealed how recent scandals have made
some career opportunities just too risky to be worthwhile.
Many of the jobs that drew no candidates were related to financial oversight or the environment,
figures showed.

Coming soon—brought to you by globalization—brought to you by every American purchase of foreign
goods and services, including propaganda.

826.
Postcards from Uruguay and the World’s Poorest President
October 26, 2013
I suppose that most Americans, when they think about Uruguay . . . well who knows what they think about
when they think about Uruguay. I can tell you that the people I've met from Uruguay have been remarkably
warm, friendly, sane—and loads of fun to dance with.
“Uruguay official says government plans to sell legal pot for $1 per gram; none for foreigners”
www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/uruguay-official-says-government-plans-to-sell-legal-pot-for1-per-gram-none-for-foreigners/2013/10/21/87b18dd2-3a74-11e3-b0e7-716179a2c2c7_story.html
•
•

•

Uruguay's drug czar says the country plans to sell marijuana for $1 per gram to combat drugtrafficking, according to a local newspaper.
The plan to create a government-run legal marijuana industry has passed the lower house of
Congress, and President Jose Mujica expects to push it through the Senate soon as part of his effort to
explore alternatives in the war on drugs.
The measure would make Uruguay first country in the world to license and enforce rules for the
production, distribution, and sale of marijuana for adult consumers.

“Jose Mujica: ‘I earn more than I need’ — The man described as the ‘world’s poorest president’
discusses Uruguay’s move to legalise marijuana”
www.aljazeera.com/programmes/talktojazeera/2013/10/jose-mujica-i-earn-more-than-i-need2013102294729420734.html
•

Uruguay is hoping to act as a potential test case for an idea slowly gaining steam across Latin
America—that the legalisation and regulation of some drugs could combat the cartel violence
devastating much of the region. Mujica's recent speech to the UN General Assembly denouncing
excess and frivolity, also received global attention:

“Jose Mujica: The world’s ‘poorest’ president”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-20243493
•

It's a common grumble that politicians' lifestyles are far removed from those of their electorate. Not
so in Uruguay. Meet the president—who lives on a ramshackle farm and gives away most of his
pay.

See also FFC #301 from April 15, 2012—“In every way, we’d all be richer with a poor President”—in
which I asked:
“Where's the incentive for wealthy politicians to feel what ordinary citizens feel—and consequently act in

the public interest?”
Fear-Fallen Children—currently 1000 pages and 8.41 MB—is free for the asking.

827.
Hang In There: Four Good Links, One Day Before
Tomorrow
October 27, 2013
“The Decline of Wikipedia: Even As More People Than Ever Rely on It, Fewer People Create It”
www.technologyreview.com/featuredstory/520446/the-decline-of-wikipedia
•

•

Among the significant problems that aren't getting resolved is the site's skewed coverage: its entries
on Pokemon and female porn stars are comprehensive, but its pages on female novelists or places in
sub-Saharan Africa are sketchy. Authoritative entries remain elusive. Of the 1,000 articles that the
project's own volunteers have tagged as forming the core of a good encyclopedia, most don't even
earn Wikipedia's own middle-ranking quality scores.
Meanwhile, Wikipedia has either killed off the alternatives or pushed them down the Google search
results. In 2009 Microsoft closed Encarta, which was based on content from several storied
encyclopedias. Encyclopedia Britannica, which charges $70 a year for online access to its 120,000
entries, offers just a handful of free entries plastered with banner and pop-up ads.

“Hang In There, Barack: Four Good Reasons To Keep Bugging Merkel’s Phone!”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/10/27/hang-in-there-barack-four-good-reasons-to-keepbugging-merkels-phone
•

•

Although German cars are almost as completely shut out of the Japanese market as Detroit-made cars
. . . German officials are notable for their silence when the United States tries to combat Japanese
non-tariff barriers. There is method in the madness because in return the Japanese have generally
eschewed targeting the German market. A central principle of German economic policy is
mercantilism and this helps explain why Germany last year ran a bilateral surplus of a whopping $60
billion with the United States.
Whereas America's legalistic culture makes it difficult for American officials to deviate from
international agreements, in nations with less concern for the rule of law, officials are far less
troubled by such scruples. Not the least of such nations is Germany.

“Evaluating China’s Role in the World Trade Organization Over the Past Decade”
www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/6.9.10Lighthizer.pdf
•

•

This paper has four major parts. First, I analyze the major claims made by those who supported
PNTR. I show that during that debate, U.S. policymakers and the public were repeatedly told that
China's WTO accession would lead to significant economic and trade benefits for the United States.
Second. . . .
I conclude that there were several fundamental problems, including the following: (1) U.S.
policymakers did not recognize the extent to which China's economic and political system is

fundamentally incompatible with our conception of the WTO; (2) U.S. policymakers significantly
misjudged the incentives for Western businesses to shift their operations to China and serve the U.S.
market from there; and (3) the U.S. government has been very passive in response to Chinese
mercantilism.
“Pakistan Drone Story Ignored Military Opposition to Strikes”
www.ipsnews.net/2013/10/pakistan-drone-story-ignored-military-opposition-to-strikes
•

•

The Washington Post on Thursday reported what it presented as new evidence of a secret agreement
under which Pakistani officials have long been privately supporting the U.S. drone war in the country
even as they publicly criticised it. Most news outlets picked up the Post story . . . but the Post story
ignored a central fact that contradicts the theme.
The leak of classified CIA documents to the Post appears to represent an effort by CIA officials to
head off a decision by the Obama administration to reduce the drone war in Pakistan to a minimum, if
not phase it out completely.

828.
One of 2 for Today
October 28, 2013
“Eminent Domain Proposal in Richmond, CA Advances”
www.nonprofitquarterly.org/policysocial-context/22911-eminent-domain-proposal-in-richmond-caadvances.html
•
•

The vituperative reaction of Wall Street and business commentators to the plan of Richmond,
California regarding “underwater” mortgages has been something to watch.
The reality is that the governing body of Richmond, headed by a Green Party mayor, is . . . standing
up to capital.

“Our Invisible Revolution”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/our_invisible_revolution_20131028
•

•

Corporations, freed from all laws, government regulations and internal constraints, are stealing as
much as they can, as fast as they can, on the way down. The managers of corporations no longer care
about the effects of their pillage. Many expect the systems they are looting to fall apart.
They believe their obscene wealth can buy them security and protection. They should have spent a
little less time studying management in business school and a little more time studying human nature
and human history. They are digging their own graves.

“China Responds on U.S. Spying”
[Xinhua link — October 28, 2013]
•

The development of the situation recently has proven right what China has repeatedly expressed
about cyber security, that cyber security is a common focus of all countries, [Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman] Hua said. She added that the international community must accelerate the
formulation of guidelines for a code of conduct in cyberspace within the UN framework in order to
ensure an open, secure Internet.

“China and Germany: Why the Emerging Special Relationship Matters for Europe”
www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR55_CHINA_GERMANY_BRIEF_AW.pdf
•

In particular, they welcome the German focus on the rule of law rather than human rights abuses.

“Demystifying nuclear subs a welcome move”
[Global Times editorial — October 29, 2013]

•

•

Besides being an economic giant, China is powerful in possessing a credible second-strike nuclear
capability. However, some countries haven't taken this into serious consideration when constituting
their China policy, leading to a frivolous attitude toward China in public opinion.
Jimmy Kimmel's shocking show demonstrates that many people in the West think they can choose to
be friendly with China, but they don't have to be. China needs to make it clear that the only choice is
not to challenge China's core interest.

“PLA naval taskforce concludes visit to Brazil”
[ChinaMil link — October 28, 2013]
•

The exercise has effectively pushed forward the development of China-Brazil friendship. After the
exercise, the visiting Chinese taskforce continued its journey in South America and head for Buenos
Aires, Argentina, the last stop on its visiting agenda.

829.
#2: Just a Question (OK, it’s really a challenge)
October 28, 2013
I'm trying to think of a problem—any problem—one single negative aspect or experience of life in the
United States—no matter how personal or public, trivial or monumental, animal, vegetable, or mineral—that
isn't somehow connected to our trade deficit—nearly 38 years of back-to-back losses totaling almost $10
trillion.
Keep in mind: these are just the immediate accountable losses—in dollars. Imagine what we've given up in
growth, happiness, progress, and well-being—and dollars.
I'm stumped.

830.
Some Economists Are Not Sleazy
October 29, 2013
It's always good to read something by Pat Choate, however brief. The first two items, however brief, are
from Dr. Choate.
“How Fast Track Works and Why It Must Be Stopped”
www.economyincrisis.org/content/how-fast-track-works-and-why-it-must-be-stopped
•

•

President Bill Clinton used his Fast Track authority to include many extraneous items, including
earmarks and domestic items, in what became the “must pass” NAFTA and World Trade
Organization implementing bills. Fast Track prohibited opponents from amending or omitting these
items.
Should President Obama choose, he also could use Fast Track implementing legislation to enact
domestic laws he otherwise has been unable to secure through Regular Order.

“An Excellent Analysis of the New Way that Presidents Bypass Congress” [review of Lori Wallach’s
book]
www.amazon.com/review/R1IN64CQ871FVI
•

•

Because of the legislative complexity of trade laws, most Members of Congress think that they are
dealing with trade matters even as they are being snookered. For example, 24 of the 28 chapters in
something called the Transpacific Partnership (TPP), the Administration's new trade bill, are a Trojan
Horse to enact bills Congress would otherwise reject.
For anyone who wishes to understand how Presidents since Jimmy Carter have been able to enact
trade agreements that have led to trillions of dollars of cumulative deficits and wiped out more than
one-third of the U.S. industrial base since 2000, this book is must reading. What amazes me is that
Congress seems unable to grasp what is happening and how they are being duped.

“The Media Can’t Stop Sucking Up to Alan Greenspan”
www.newrepublic.com/article/115285/media-cant-stop-sucking-alan-greenspan
•

If we lived in a just world, we would put him on trial. . . . Yet in a case of collective amnesia, this
week Greenspan strolls not into a courtroom, but in front of television cameras, to the adoring delight
of the establishment.

“Paul Krugman’s Shocking, Revisionist, and Obscurantist Views on Single Payer”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2013/10/46940.html

•

Even worse, the whole tenor of Krugman's piece reads like he's trying to gently anesthetize single
payer, ease it into a coffin, and then nail the coffin lid shut (“what it took”), and all the while with
single payer very much alive.

“Ignored Reality Is Going To Wipe Out The Human Race”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2013/10/28/pcr-column-wake-destroyed
•

To inform people is hard slugging. Everything is lined up against the public being informed, or the
policymakers for that matter. News is contaminated by its service to special interests and hidden
agendas. The divergence between what is happening and what you are told is so vast that it pays to
be suspicious, cynical even, of what “your” government and “your” presstitute media tell you. The
chances are high that it is a lie.

Paul Craig Roberts, if occasionally eccentric, is one of the tiny minority of economists who aren't shills. I
wish I could say the same about Paul Krugman, I really do.

831.
Follow the Abuses
October 30, 2013
Poultry, People, Policy, and Pantsuits:
“USDA plan to speed up poultry-processing lines could increase risk of bird abuse”
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/usda-plan-to-speed-up-poultry-processing-lines-could-increase-risk-ofbird-abuse/2013/10/29/aeeffe1e-3b2e-11e3-b6a9-da62c264f40e_story.html
•

Nearly 1 million chickens and turkeys are unintentionally boiled alive each year in U.S.
slaughterhouses. One of the greatest risks for inhumane treatment is line speed.

“Chinese Street Vendors Use Gutter Oil” [video]
www.businessinsider.com/chinese-street-vendors-use-gutter-oil-2013-10
•

The use of gutter oil it turns out is pretty common. This refers to a process of pulling waste oil from
sewers, grease traps, waste from slaughterhouses, reprocessing it and then selling it as cooking oil.
Gutter oil is reported to account for one-tenth of cooking oil in China.

“Chinese gutter oil producer jailed for life”
[Xinhua link — October 9, 2013]
•

A man from east China's Jiangsu Province was sentenced to life imprisonment on Wednesday for
profiting heavily from making and selling gutter oil. The Lianyungang Intermediate People's Court
also ruled that Wang Chengkui . . . should be deprived of his political rights and have all his assets
confiscated. He . . . sold the oil to more than 100 food makers or oil processors in Anhui, Sichuan,
Chongqing and Beijing from January 2011 to March 2012, raking in more than 60 million yuan
(about 10 million U.S. dollars).

“China Is Now the OPEC of Rare Earths”
www.realclearworld.com/articles/2013/10/29/china_is_now_the_opec_of_rare_earths.html
•

WTO rulings aside, China's resource export policy will not be influenced by outside institutions or
international agreements.

“The Hillary Threat”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/10/30/the-hillary-threat

•

The preemptive strike starts now. We have almost three years to battle against her campaign and all
similar charlatans they parade in front of us. We don't want the smoking gun to be a butcher in a
pantsuit.

People, Privilege, Power, and People. . . .

832.
Strange Globalization and Hypocrisy, Weekend To-Do List
November 1, 2013
Strange, this globalization. The globe says the U.S. should surrender its real wealth—and Americans agree.
The globe says the U.S. should surrender its real defenses—and Americans agree.
Americans agree?
Yes. What matters is what people do, not what people say. American citizens and consumers show their
true colors with every vote and every expenditure.
The globe will continue to manufacture, continue to spy, continue to provide our nation's electronics.
Strange, this hypocrisy.
Related:
“Germany rebuffs US criticism of its growth model”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-24755434
•

The US Treasury report said that Germany's dependence on exports coupled with slow growth in
domestic demand had “hampered rebalancing” of Europe's growth. “The net result has been a
deflationary bias for the euro area, as well as for the world economy,” it said. Germany refuted those
claims saying that its “current account surpluses are a sign of the competitiveness of the German
economy and global demand for quality products from Germany.”

“F.D.A. Finds 12% of U.S. Spice Imports Contaminated”
www.nytimes.com/2013/10/31/health/12-percent-of-us-spice-imports-contaminated-fda-finds.html
•

The federal authorities also found that nearly 7 percent of spice imports examined by federal
inspectors were contaminated with salmonella, a toxic bacteria that can cause severe illness in
humans.

“Expert: Chinese offensive nuclear submarines can globally track and attack aircraft-carrier
formations”
[People's Daily link — October 31, 2013]
•

The survival ability of nuclear submarines is higher than that of any other defense unit, capable of
reaching 85 to 90 percent. The survival capacities of other land-based nuclear forces are generally
estimated at 6.5 percent, or 15 to 20 percent, far lower than that of nuclear submarines. Yin Zhuo

said that offensive nuclear submarines can deter large warships, and can track, pursue, seek out and
attack the aircraft-carrier formations of the adversary wherever they hide themselves.
“Commentary: The trust fiasco of America the Eavesdropper”
[Xinhua link — November 1, 2013]
•

If Washington did not knit the worldwide wiretapping web just because it could, then its pillage for
information unveils an Uncle Sam too deeply entrenched in suspicion and isolation to treat anyone as
a real friend.

“China’s manufacturing growth hits 18-month high”
[Xinhua link — November 1, 2013]
•

China's gross domestic output (GDP) expanded by 7.7 percent in the first nine months, which is
higher than the government's full-year target of 7.5 percent.

“Chinese newspaper’s heads are removed after fabrication scandal”
[Xinhua link — November 1, 2013]
•

•
•

The head and a vice president of a Chinese newspaper were removed from their posts on Friday after
one of its reporters was arrested for alleged damage to commercial reputation following a series of
fabricated reports.
The group appointed its Communist Party chief Liu Hongbing as the new president of the New
Express and its editorial council member Sun Xuan as the new editor-in-chief.
On Thursday, the Guangdong Provincial Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and
Television also revoked the reporter Chen Yongzhou's press card.

“Hillary Clinton’s Lucrative Goldman Sachs Speaking Gigs”
www.nationalreview.com/corner/362637/hillary-clintons-lucrative-goldman-sachs-speaking-gigs-alec-torres
•

Last Thursday, Clinton spoke for the AIMS Alternative Investment Conference hosted by Goldman
Sachs, a closed event exclusively for Goldman clients. AIMS is an annual conference that explores
the latest strategies and products available to financial advisers.

To Do:
1. Read Sun Tzu, The Art of War, Chapter 13: “The Use of Spies”
2. Google “Clinton China” and “Clinton China Gate”
3. Swing a dead cat on Capitol Hill or a college campus without hitting a Chinese spy.
Good luck with #3.

833.
I’m Terribly Fond of Letting the Reader Decide
November 2, 2013
Some of this is insightful. Some of it is manipulative.
“Nothing new in NSA scandal”
www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/11/01/commentary/nothing-new-in-nsa-scandal
•

“They [the spies] are, however, adept in doling out juicy tidbits of information that are often untested
but draw one into the inner circle of people with privileged information, a twilight world of secrets
and gossip. Perhaps we all read too many spy thrillers and vicariously want to be part of the action.
Few are immune.” — John Menadue, former Australian ambassador to Japan

“Is NSA spying really about blackmail?”
www.thiscantbehappening.net/node/2025
•

There has to be an explanation for such cowardice in the face of such an institutional insult.

“Japan’s Illiberal Secrecy Law”
www.nytimes.com/2013/10/30/opinion/international/japans-illiberal-secrecy-law.html
•

Of the six departments in Mr. Abe's proposed security council, one department places China together
with North Korea, while other departments focus on allies and other nations. This move reflects the
confrontational stance the Abe government has been taking toward China and another sign of a
hawkish foreign policy that may well harm civil liberties and create even more mistrust of the
Japanese government in East Asia.

“Diet should reveal the dangerous nature of state secrets bill”
www.mainichi.jp/english/english/perspectives/news/20131026p2a00m0na005000c.html
•

What fundamentally lacks in the bill is the basic principle of a democratic nation: that state
information belongs to its people.

I'll close—again and again—with this quote from Mount Rushmore:
•

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where
the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the
arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes
short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually

strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a
worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold
and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”
That memorably said, more cold and timid souls have known defeat. What is victory?

834.
Self-Destructive Cruelty, Self-Destructive Obedience
November 3, 2013
Yesterday was a typical day: I heard from fallen Boomers crying “What about Me?” and I spoke with
innocent young people who don't know a better life and will certainly know a worse. I went to sleep and
woke up with the word “cruel” stabbing in my head.
We are cruel—to the vulnerable, and mostly to children. This is also to say: we are cruel to ourselves. If we
don't lead a better life, we will certainly leave a worse. If we don't know a better life, we still have no
excuses.
“Reports Of America’s Manufacturing Renaissance Are Just A Cruel Political Hoax”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/11/03/reports-of-americas-manufacturing-renaissance-are-justa-cruel-hoax
•

What is less understandable is the naiveté with which the American media have swallowed the story.
Even more reprehensible has been the role of the Boston Consulting Group (BCG), a firm that, as
knowledgeable observers have long been aware, has been accused of functioning as a troll for East
Asian governments in influencing American public opinion.

“November 1 SNAP Cuts Will Affect Millions of Children, Seniors, and People with Disabilities”
www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=4036
•

SNAP benefits in fiscal year 2014 will average less than $1.40 per person per meal. Nationally, the
cuts total about $5 billion in 2014 and a total of $11 billion over the fiscal year 2014 to 2016 period.
More than 80 percent of SNAP households have monthly income below the federal poverty line
($19,500 a year for a family of three), and more than 40 percent live in deep poverty, with income
below half of the poverty line.

“Chris Hedges on Christian Heretics”
www.truthdig.com/avbooth/item/chris_hedges_on_christian_heretics_20131101
•

And my great mentor at Harvard Divinity School, James Luther Adams, was at the University of
Heidelberg in 1935 and 1936 and dropped out and joined the Confessing Church. And when I had
him in the early '80s at Harvard, he used to tell us—he was certainly one of the most brilliant scholars
I've ever studied with—that when we were his age we would all be fighting the Christian fascists.
Because he understood that the Weimarization of the American working class, essentially pushing
your working population into utter despair and hopelessness, coupled with a religious movement that
fused national and religious symbols, was a recipe for fascism.

•

And I think the great failure of the liberal tradition that I come out of is they were too frightened and
too timid to stand up. I don't know why they spent all those years in seminary if they didn't realize
that when they walked out the door they were going to have to fight for it. And they didn't fight for
it.

“Why the Silence from the Sponsors of the Superior Full Medicare for All?”
www.nader.org/2013/11/01/silence-sponsors-superior-full-medicare
•

Over forty years ago, Canada's single-payer system was enacted with a 13 page bill that covers
everyone for less than half of the cost per capita than the U.S.'s waste-ridden, profiteering, corrupt
medical-industrial complex that drives honest practitioners up the wall. And, the Canadian system
produces better health outcomes at this reduced cost.

“It Takes More than Economics 101 to Compete With China”
www.ralphgomory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/It-Takes-More-than-Economics-101-to-Compete-WithChina.pdf
•

China did not get to where it is today by allowing natural economic forces to decide the outcome.
The reality is much closer to the exact opposite. An industry is targeted, and then the economic
forces needed to obtain a dominant position—including subsidies, special tax rates, exchange rates
and technology agreements—are put in place. This fundamental reality cannot be ignored.

Another fundamental reality that cannot be ignored is Americans' self-destructive obedience. We support
our competitors and adversaries at the expense of our own country. Then we complain that our own country
isn't working. Then we support our competitors and adversaries some more.
We are cruel to the most vulnerable.
We are cruel to our selves.

835.
Governments That Would Do These Things
November 4, 2013
“Kimmel flak won’t go away”
[China Daily link — November 1, 2013]
•

However, ABC should apologize to all Chinese through its nationally aired program. ABC should
also commit that hatred statements cannot be joked about and promise it will not happen again.

“Chinese media show Seattle as potential nuclear target”
www.komonews.com/news/local/Chinese-media-show-Seattle-as-potential-nuclear-target-230284061.html
•
•
•

What strikes Chang is the boldness with which this map is displayed. He says it would not have been
shown in public unless the government wanted it released.
[Note that KOMO News is an ABC affiliate.]
[Three years ago this week, ABC reported that the submarine-launched missile off the coast of Los
Angeles was not a submarine-launched missile.]

“Imploding the Myth of Israel”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/imploding_the_myth_of_israel_20131103
•

I spent seven years in the Middle East as a correspondent, including months in Gaza and the West
Bank. I lived for two years in Jerusalem. Many of the closest friends I made during my two decades
overseas are Israeli. Most of them are among the Israeli outcasts that Blumenthal writes about, men
and women whose innate decency and courage he honors throughout the book.

836.
Benefits of Free Trade: Horse Thieves
November 4, 2013
“Tide Thefts, Cargo Hijacking And Cattle Rustling: Why Is An Epidemic Of Thievery Sweeping
America?”
www.theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/tide-thefts-cargo-hijacking-and-cattle-rustling-why-is-anepidemic-of-thievery-sweeping-america
•

So why is all of this happening? Well, as I have written about previously, crime is on the rise in the
United States, and poverty is absolutely exploding. In fact, according to the latest numbers from the
U.S. Census Bureau, 49.2 percent of all Americans are receiving benefits from at least one
government program each month. Over the past five years, we have seen an unprecedented rise in
the number of people that cannot take care of themselves without help from the government.
Millions upon millions of Americans that have been forced into poverty are becoming increasingly
angry, frustrated and desperate. And what we are watching right now is only the beginning—all of
this is going to get a whole lot worse.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless.

837.
Alarming:Inspiring Ratios—Includes Cartoon
November 5, 2013
Worth keeping an eye on the money trail nipping in the bud:
“Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) — update”
www.who.int/csr/don/2013_11_04/en/index.html
•

•
•

She became ill on 26 October 2013 and died on 30 October 2013. She had no contact with animals,
but had contact with a previously laboratory confirmed case. Globally, from September 2012 to date,
WHO has been informed of a total of 150 laboratory-confirmed cases of infection with MERS-CoV,
including 64 deaths.
[42.6%]
WHO does not advise special screening at points of entry with regard to this event nor does it
currently recommend the application of any travel or trade restrictions.

“Banks offering mortgages with only 5 percent down payments”
www.kdvr.com/2013/11/05/banks-offering-mortgages-with-only-5-percent-down-payments
•

After the housing bubble burst, buyers needed to come to the table with as much as 20% down. . . .
But now banks like TD Bank, Bank of America and Wells Fargo are loosening the purse strings. . . .

How Many?

[HT:TH]
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

“Join me—follow me—in providing incentive by simply. . . .”

838.
Deprive and Defeat Your Family and Friends
November 6, 2013
This morning, concerned citizens complained to me about other concerned citizens— mostly that yesterday
Washingtonians voted against GMO labeling. It made me think about disclosures in general. If “Made in
China” labels said:
“Purchasing This Product Supports Your Competitors and Adversaries Who Deprive and Defeat Your
Family and Friends”
Would more Americans be able to connect the dots?
“Smithfield owner Shuanghui hires banks for up to $6 billion HK IPO”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/06/us-smithfield-shuanghui-idUSBRE9A501320131106
•
•

•

Shuanghui has tapped BOC International, Citic Securities International, Goldman Sachs, Morgan
Stanley, Standard Chartered, and UBS to lead the IPO.
The meat processor also counts New Horizons, founded by Winston Wen, the son of China's former
premier Wen Jiabao, as a private equity investor. New Horizons owns 4.2 percent. Goldman Sachs'
main investing arm has a 5.2 percent stake.
The IPO will give a platform for existing shareholders to cash out of their investments, but it will
have limited impact on the operations of the company.

“On Becoming China’s Farm Team”
www.nytimes.com/2013/11/06/opinion/bittman-on-becoming-chinas-farm-team.html
•

•

So even more than a technology grab, the Smithfield deal is a land and water grab. We still have the
world's most enviable combination of arable land, rainfall and temperate weather, and there's no
practical technological substitute for any of these. It's the consumption of these resources, along with
the manure deposits, that make the Smithfield deal . . . a form of colonization by purchase . . . “really
about owning access to America's safe farmland and clean water supplies.”
The Smithfield-Shuanghui deal guarantees China the pork while offloading the downsides (the
“externalities”) of pork production onto The Land of the Free.

“Beijing party chief urges tighter internet controls”
[SCMP link — November 6, 2013]
•

Guo's remarks are believed to be a response to a call made by President Xi Jinping to Communist
Party's propaganda machine in August. Xi asked propaganda officials to build “a strong army” to

“seize the ground of new media,” in a time when Beijing was stepping up its campaign against
internet “rumours” and reining in influential online opinion leaders.
“Kept women: How young women in China become mistresses”
www.aeonmagazine.com/living-together/why-young-women-in-rural-china-become-the-mistresses-ofwealthy-older-men
•

•

An enormous amount of off-book money sloshes around Chinese business and officialdom, and some
of it runs into handbags. As well as paying for her apartment and buying her gifts, Shanshan's
“uncle” provided her with a living allowance of “about 20,000 yuan ($3,260) a month.” This was
about the average for Beijing; in smaller towns, 10,000 yuan might be acceptable, or even 5,000. At
the top end, a mistress might receive 10,000 yuan in spending money every day.
“If you're an official, you have to have a mistress, or at least a girlfriend,” Xiaoxue said, “otherwise
you're not a real man. I used to have this friend who was a fake mistress. She was best friends with a
gay guy—not a ‘duck’ [male prostitute], just a normal gay guy—who was an official's boyfriend. So
the official would pay her to come out with him and pretend to be his mistress.”

All this, and more, with every Chinese product. . . .

839.
Labor Camps and Renaissance Men
November 6, 2013
Update of a story previously discussed in FFC #544 and FFC #712:
“Chinese labor camp inmate tells of true horror of Halloween SOS”
www.cnn.com/2013/11/06/world/asia/china-labor-camp-halloween-sos
•
•
•

•

Released from the labor camp but afraid to be sent back, [“Mr. Zhang”] agreed to his first television
interview on the condition that CNN concealed his identity.
“I had this idea of telling the outside world what was happening here—it was a revelation even to
someone like me who had spent my entire life in China.”
According to Maya Wang, a Hong Kong-based researcher for Human Rights Watch: “A lot of these
camps are run like businesses and, if you look online, there are a lot of them advertising. One would
question how they get in touch with Western companies and whether or not Western companies have
done due diligence when they procure services.”
[Mr. Zhang] sent a new letter to Keith through a friend, thanking her profusely for her “righteous
action that helped people in desperation achieve a good ending,” while reminding her that “China is
like a big labor camp” under the Communist Party's rule.

Now for something different—just because it's interesting, not because “experts” have caused most of our
problems:
“Master of many trades: Our age reveres the specialist but humans are natural polymaths, at our best
when we turn our minds to many things”
www.aeonmagazine.com/world-views/anyone-can-learn-to-be-a-polymath
•

Leonardo da Vinci was said to be as proud of his ability to bend iron bars with his hands as he was of
the Mona Lisa.

Now that was a Renaissance Man!

840.
Mere Distractions; We Will Not Obey
November 7, 2013
Two perspectives to distract us from distractions:
“Obama wants to cut Social Security”
www.neweconomicperspectives.org/2013/11/obama-wants-cut-social-security.html
•

Option two is more sinister but very ingenious. You simply “break” the program so it is unappealing
and appears dysfunctional (never mind that you were the one who broke it). By advocating for cuts
in Social Security, Wall Street can make the program appear not to be working.

“What is an economy?”
www.ianwelsh.net/what-is-an-economy
•

IF you choose not to do so, because they have bought the system and created an ideology that says it
is unfair to take money away from people who are given a systemic advantage by being allowed to
create money from thin air and/or borrow it at prime when no one else can; or that the people allowed
to control oil production should be allowed to keep all its benefits because they created the oil, or
some such, then those people WILL come to control your society and they will create it in their
image.

I'm not sure ObamaCare isn't being used to distract us from bigger issues. Trade comes to mind.
As I've said, time and again:
•

“Congress has the power to adopt a national industrial policy that could create enough new
wealth to pay for everything our people need. Everything. For generations to come. Congress
has this power. Any discussion of the future must begin and end with an understanding of
manufacturing and trade—our country’s primary source of income and wealth. Trade is the
battlefield upon which our children’s possibilities will be won or lost.”

More on trade (etc.):
“Trans-Pacific Partnership: ‘We Will Not Obey’; Building a Global Resistance Movement”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/19843-trans-pacific-partnership-we-will-not-obey-building-a-globalresistance-movement-to-transnational-corporate-power

•

This is not, “Please, Congress, do the right thing,” but language of resistance. We need to say, “If
you create this secretly negotiated corporate trade agreement and it is rubber-stamped by Congress,
we will not obey.”

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

“Beginning right now. . . .”

841.
The Emperor Has No Jobs
November 8, 2013
“The Employment Situation — October 2013”
www.bls.gov
Jobs, seasonally adjusted official “headline” figure vs. [not seasonally adjusted official “actual” figure],
change from September 2013:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm private: up +212,000 [up +453,000]
Private service-providing: up +177,000 [up +455,000]
Goods-producing: up +35,000 [down -2,000]
Oil and gas extraction: up +1,200 [up +300]
Construction: up +11,000 [up +1,000]
Manufacturing: up +19,000 [down -4,000]
Motor vehicle and parts dealers: up +1,600 [down -4,600]
Clothing and clothing accessories stores: down -12,500 [up +9,300]
Truck transportation: up +400 [down -4,000]
Securities, commodity contracts, investments: up +1,700 [up +6,200]
Temporary help services: up +3,300 [up +33,900]
Food services and drinking places: up +29,300 [down -51,900]

“Not in Labor Force — October 2013”
www.research.stlouisfed.org
New all-time records:
•
•

Seasonally Adjusted: 91,541,000 — up +932,000 from September's all time-record, which was up
+136,000 from August
Not Seasonally Adjusted: 91,463,000 — up +831,000 from September's all-time record, which was
up +644,000 from August

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
“Even a young child knows:
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

When a machine goes haywire and the controls don't work, you don't form a committee, you don't stockpile
ammunition, you pull the plug.”

842.
The Emperor Has No Jobs [UPDATE]
November 8, 2013
Update:
“No. 572: October Employment and Unemployment”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-572-october-employment-and-unemployment
•

Loss of Long-Term Unemployed from Headline Labor Force Boosted Alternate Unemployment Rate
to New High 23.5%

“The BLS Jobs Report Covering October 2013: Effects of the Shutdown Mostly Hidden But Still
Large”
www.correntewire.com/the_bls_jobs_report_covering_october_2013_effects_of_the_shutdown_mostly_hidd
en_but_still_large
•

The big story here is that while unemployment as measured by the BLS changed little in October, the
labor force and the employed declined significantly. . . .

Original:

843.
Some Links from Saturday’s Child
November 9, 2013
Items to entertain (directly) and inform (indirectly) while you're still trying to digest yesterday's record
unemployment numbers—or suppression thereof.
Please weigh the potentially negative consequences of remaining utterly and suicidally passive. We all know
what we have to do.
“George W. Bush to Raise Money for Group that Converts Jews to Bring About Second Coming of
Christ”
www.motherjones.com/politics/2013/11/george-w-bush-jews-for-jesus-messianic-jewish-bible-institute
•

Alisa Stephenson, MJBI director of events and partner relations, would not say whether Bush is
receiving a speaking fee for his appearance.

“Polar power play: China in the Antarctic”
www.economist.com/blogs/analects/2013/11/china-antarctic
•

As with the Arctic, China is specific about its resource acquisition objectives. The Southern Ocean is
full of fish.

“Export growth rebound leaves room to restructure economic model”
[Global Times link — November 9, 2013]
•

“I’m surprised that the (export) data is so good compared with October last year when exports were
already inflated. Because the trade surplus improved [“exports to the US rose 8.1 percent year-onyear”], it seems that trade is not a big negative for China's economy right now,” said Dariusz
Kowalczyk, senior economist with Crédit-Agricole CIB in Hong Kong.

“Likenomics guided by prudence and pragmatism”
[SCMP link — November 8, 2013]
•

Noting that the export sector creates jobs for 30 million people directly and 100 million indirectly, it
would not be realistic to switch focus completely onto consumption-led growth. Thus, China has
become strongly for multilateralism and against protectionism. In other words, it will welcome
inward foreign direct investment in its home market just as it will continue to promote outward trade
and investment.

“Bloomberg News is Said To Curb Articles That Might Anger China”
www.nytimes.com/2013/11/09/world/asia/bloomberg-news-is-said-to-curb-articles-that-might-angerchina.html
•

[And The New York Times does not?]

“China Reports Strong Rise in Exports”
www.nytimes.com/2013/11/09/business/international/china-reports-strong-rise-in-exports.html
•

Surprisingly strong exports reported by China on Friday bolstered the view that the global economy
is improving, just as Chinese leaders were set to hold an important policy meeting to flesh out their
economic agenda for the coming years. Exports rose 5.6 percent in October from a year earlier [and]
China's economy has stabilized in recent months, echoing improvements in the United States, Japan
and the long-beleaguered euro zone.

“Jobs Report Elevates Dow to a New High”
www.nytimes.com/2013/11/09/business/economy/daily-stock-market-activity.html
•

Some analysts say the Fed's role in the stock market surge has been overstated, compared with factors
like rising corporate earnings.

“China’s biggest publishing company launches Australian branch in Melbourne”
[Xinhua link — October 24, 2013]
•

“The iron ore trade with China is quite important, however only closer mentality exchange in the
culture sector can truly bring us together,” said one Australian journalist, whose comments drew a
warm applause.

“The Dynastic Hillary Bandwagon — Bad for America”
www.nader.org/2013/11/08/dynastic-hillary-bandwagon-bad-america
•

Words hide the deeds.

Not infrequently, I'll hear the word “Clinton” when someone says “China.”
Does this mean I'm hallucinating?

844.
Don’t Say I Never Gave You Anything You Could Use
November 10, 2013
A restaurant worker of my acquaintance watched twenty-one commuters refuse a homeless beggar in a local
train station. The restaurant worker gave the homeless citizen twenty-one dollars, after which the commuters
offered to partially reimburse the restaurant worker.
I like to write in public places, the flow of fellow creatures. Every few minutes, if I'm feeling lucky, I can
look up from my keyboard and try to catch a glimpse of an American who isn't fat, wearing foreign-made
clothes, carrying foreign-made stuff, and calling other people “greedy.”
Hope springs eternal. Also, it occurs to me that we're strange about some other things. For example, we've
long supported espionage as cheaper and more humane than other forms of warfare—and we've thrilled as
voyeurs—until some shoes changed feet, so to speak, and now something feels exposed.
Eamonn Fingleton has posted a typically Eamonnly reminder in Forbes—lively and useful—though I
quibble with most references to Henry Kissinger, who did not originate the famous quote about friends and
interests, and who has done so much more harm than good, I think, that he should be quoted accordingly.
“Just As Obama Seems Set To Give Up Spying On Allies, A New Book Shows Why That Would Be
Crazy”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2013/11/10/just-as-obama-seems-set-to-foreswear-spying-on-alliesa-new-book-shows-why-that-would-be-a-disaster
•

Rather than go through the front-door in asking for transfers of McDonnell Douglas knowledge, they
determined to take an indirect approach. The Japanese consortium, consisting of Kawasaki Heavy
Industries, Fuji Heavy Industries, and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, therefore, decided to work
through Taiwan Aerospace. This latter was technically a subsidiary of China Steel, a Taiwanese
government-owned steel mill, but in reality was little more than a dummy company set up to facilitate
transfers of McDonnell Douglas secrets to Japan. (Incidentally this was by no means the first time
the American defense industrial base had come off second best to Japan’s industrial interests. An
even more blatant earlier episode had been uncovered in the late 1980s when a subsidiary of Toshiba
Corporation was discovered to have worked with a Norwegian company to provide the Soviet Union
with superquiet propellers that rendered Soviet submarines almost undetectable to American
surveillance.)

This is good, too, and a lot more fun to read than I'd anticipated:
“Polk Report: Understanding Syria (1)”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2013/11/understanding-syria-by-william-r.html

•

An excellent primer on Syria—its history, culture, and nature of the ongoing civil war—written by
my friend and historian William R. Polk, who has given me [Franklin C. (Chuck) Spinney]
permission to post it. I strongly recommend that viewers take the time to read it carefully. It is long
but well worth the investment.

Well there you go: a Fingleton and a Spinney in one e-mail.
Don't say I never gave you anything you could use.

845.
Hills of Korea, Jungles of Vietnam, Aisles of Walmart
November 11, 2013
Here: these can take your mind off our tragic losses—to the People's Republic of China—in the hills of
Korea, the jungles of Vietnam, and the aisles of Walmart.
Happy Veterans Day.
“Are Chinese-Americans overreacting by comparing Jimmy Kimmel to Hitler?”
[SCMP link — November 11, 2013]
•

A White House petition asking the US government to investigate Kimmel's late night television show
has received over 100,000 petitions [once again: sic], and in protests across the US, demonstrators
have been holding up placards comparing Kimmel to Adolf Hitler.

“Tulip Mania and the Madness of Crowds: Circa 2013”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2013/11/tulip-mania-and-the-madness-of-crowds-circa-2013
•

•

The company's share price collapsed in the early 1700s, seriously impacting the British economy.
Subsequent investigations revealed bribes and trading manipulations to pump up the price in order to
suck the public into buying shares.
Not only does [JPMorgan Chase] Chairman and CEO Jamie Dimon keep his job, but he continues to
meet with the President of the United States at the White House as part of an industry trade group.
The madness extends to the city that houses Wall Street. The Mayor of New York City, Michael
Bloomberg, has functioned as public servant to the people of the boroughs of Manhattan for the past
12 years. Magically . . . the Mayor's net worth has skyrocketed from $3 billion to $31 billion.

“Has civil disobedience become too predictable?”
www.wagingnonviolence.org/feature/civil-disobedience-become-predictable
•

Civil disobedience [must become] increasingly assertive and imaginative, and it must avoid
descending into mindless permissiveness or counter-cultural antics.

Pull the plug.
Pull the plug.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4

•

www.vimeo.com/74260467

—
Pull the plug.

846.
China Has Been In The Process Of “Reform” For Some
Years Now
November 12, 2013
All this nonsense about Third Plenum Chinese “reform” (now that's the word we want to hear!) and the
decisive role of “markets” (oh, wow!) sure does appeal to ignorant American readers. Or maybe just to
ignorant American reporters. Or to repeaters. . . .
Talk about your true-story headlines you just can't make up:
“China, Russia, Saudi Arabia Win Seats on UN Human Rights Council”
www.voanews.com/content/china-russia-saudi-arabia-win-seats-on-un-human-rights-council/1788720.html
•

The Geneva-based U.N. Watch, which operates as a watchdog on U.N. activities overall, says
allowing such nations to participate on the Human Rights Council amounts to “making a pyromaniac
into chief of the fire department.”

Relatively bland but still worth reading, considering:
“Foreign journalism under pressure: A little local difficulty”
www.economist.com/blogs/analects/2013/11/foreign-journalism-under-pressure
•

Chinese authorities appear loth to expel current journalists working for such high-profile employers,
especially those reporters who actually broke the wealth exposés, as this would make international
headlines. They instead use forms of pressure that attract little attention, such as delaying visa
requests interminably, while making clear that the media outlet's future coverage should be “more
objective.”

Remember Unrestricted Warfare, the 1999 PRC/CCP/PLA blueprint for the conquest of a militarily superior
nation—say, of the United States? Two official Chinese recommendations spring to mind, originally quoted
in FFC #3:
•
•

International law warfare: seizing the earliest opportunity to set up regulations.
Media warfare: manipulating what people see and hear in order to lead public opinion along.

China has been in the process of “reform” for some years now. China's “reform” will continue its conquest.

847.
Eight-sided and slippery as eels
November 13, 2013
Some interesting new developments here—but we'll need to stay alert and determined. Power can be
tricky—with the money to be patient.
“Secret Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP)”
https://WikiLeaks.org/tpp
•

•

Today, 13 November 2013, WikiLeaks released the secret negotiated draft text for the entire TPP
(Trans-Pacific Partnership) Intellectual Property Rights Chapter. The TPP is the largest-ever
economic treaty, encompassing nations representing more than 40 percent of the world's GDP. The
WikiLeaks release of the text comes ahead of the decisive TPP Chief Negotiators summit in Salt
Lake City, Utah, on 19-24 November 2013. The chapter published by WikiLeaks is perhaps the most
controversial chapter of the TPP due to its wide-ranging effects on medicines, publishers, internet
services, civil liberties and biological patents.
“If instituted, the TPP's IP regime would trample over individual rights and free expression, as well
as ride roughshod over the intellectual and creative commons. If you read, write, publish, think,
listen, dance, sing or invent; if you farm or consume food; if you're ill now or might one day be ill,
the TPP has you in its crosshairs.” — Julian Assange, Editor-in-Chief, WikiLeaks

“House Stalls Trade Pact Momentum”
www.nytimes.com/2013/11/13/business/international/house-stalls-trade-pact-momentum.html
•

•

Two new House letters with about 170 [151 Democrat and 23 Republican] signatories in total—the
latest and strongest iteration of long-simmering opposition to fast-track authority and to the trade deal
more broadly—have been disclosed just a week before international negotiators are to meet in Salt
Lake City for another round of talks.
“Some of us have opposed past trade deals and some have supported them, but when it comes to fast
track, members of Congress from across the political spectrum are united,” said Representative
Walter B. Jones Jr. of North Carolina, who circulated the Republican letter.

“PayPal Is a Huge Weapon for the Powerful”
www.powerofnarrative.blogspot.com/2013/11/paypal-is-huge-weapon-for-powerful.html
•

To believe that one of the leading oligarchs in the world is going to engage in a prolonged, public act
of suicide by funding journalists who will call into question the basic structure of a system that
permits him (and a few sanctified others) to accumulate this degree of wealth and power is to believe
in the Tooth Fairy and that wishing will make it so.

•

I find it very intriguing that other voices are challenging [Glenn] Greenwald and [Pierre] Omidyar
with regard to the PayPal blockade of WikiLeaks.

“They are eight-sided and slippery as eels.” — Mao Tse-Tung on bureaucrats “who work as officials and
barely make a living.”

848.
Keeping a Cool Head; September Losses Worst in History
November 14, 2013
Keep a cool head. Brim with healthy skepticism. Yes, Fast Track must be stopped—but remember that most
of the dissenters currently so visibly dissenting are, in fact, proponents of so-called “free trade” and
recipients of multinational money. Who knows exactly how WikiLeaks obtained this “secret” TPP
information? Who says the Chinese don't know that the TPP would finish off the U.S. more quickly than
China can accomplish on its own?
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services — September 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade
•
•
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $41.8 billion in September
from $38.7 billion in August (revised), as exports decreased and imports increased.
September imports of automotive vehicles, parts, and engines ($27.1 billion) were the highest on
record.
The goods deficit with China increased from $ 29,890,800,000 in August to $ 30,471,400,000 in
September.
The goods deficit with China was the highest in the history of Planet Earth and represented 49% of
our total goods deficit, including oil.

Related, FYI:
“List of Foreign-Trade Zones by State”
•

http://enforcement.trade.gov/ftzpage/letters/ftzlist-map.html

“Operational Advantages of Foreign Trade Zones”
•

www.people.hofstra.edu/geotrans/eng/ch4en/appl4en/table_foreigntradezones.html

And:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

Pull!

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

849.
Say What You Will About the US, Just Do Whatever You
Can About the PR
November 15, 2013
Some days, I wish I could just e-mail everybody a shovel.
Remember that, first and foremost, we have to live, which requires a means of support. Compared with trade
and the real economy, every issue is a minor issue, and most issues are wedges driving us apart so that our
means of support can be taken from us.
“China to loosen its one-child policy, end labor camps”
www.latimes.com/world/worldnow/la-fg-wn-china-one-child-20131115,0,5451004.story
•

[This is not “reform” in our image. This is the PRC/CCP/PLA heading off social instability from
within and without. China's growth rate will increase. So will China's demand for resources—other
peoples' resources.]

“U.S. says China must do more to safeguard trade secrets”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/14/us-china-usa-ipr-idUSBRE9AD0K120131114
•

•

Intellectual property rights (IPR) are a perennial headache for foreign companies operating in China
and critics argue that poor enforcement scares off firms from transferring technology or applying for
patents.
[I swear this is not from The Onion.]

“JPMorgan’s Fruitful Ties to a Member of China’s Elite”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2013/11/13/a-banks-fruitful-ties-to-a-member-of-chinas-elite
•

•

For the last two decades, Wall Street banks and multinational corporations operating in China have
sought out so-called princelings as employees, consultants or partners in major Chinese business
deals. Many banks talk freely about the ability of princelings to open doors and offer insights into
government policies and regulations.
[It's a Chinese finger trap, not a Wall Street finger trap. China's princelings will continue to help
foreigners tie their interests to Beijing's. Barring sufficient “reform” in our image, Wall Street's days
are numbered.]

“Cheapskate China Wins No Friends in Philippines”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-11-14/cheapskate-china-wins-no-friends-in-philippines.html

•
•

China quickly dipped into its world-leading $3.7 trillion of currency reserves and came up with . . .
all of $100,000. That was Beijing's first miserly offer of aid to the storm-tossed Philippines.
China demands complete docility. That's the message being sent to the Philippines now.

Say what you will about the United States of America.
Just do whatever you can about the People's Republic of China. You don't want your children “living” under
Chinese rule.

850.
Who Will You Fill? Who Will You Thrill?
November 16, 2013
In case you missed it—and most people did—here again is the last paragraph from Ian Welsh's essay of 11/7:
“An economy exists to fill the needs of the people in it, material and non-material. It has no other purpose.”
Please consider your consequences, the consequences of you.
“The decline of bin Laden’s Sweden: As economic interests trump human rights, the idea of utopian
Sweden becomes increasingly faint and fragmented”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/11/2013111163836951555.html
•

If the bombing of Hanoi happened tomorrow, would the current Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik
Reinfeldt take such a powerful moral stance against the United States as did Olof Palme in 1972?
The answer is to found in the fact that such a question feels not only naïve, but irrelevant.

“Understanding China’s Arctic Policies”
www.thediplomat.com/2013/11/14/understanding-chinas-arctic-policies
•

China's Arctic initiatives suggest that Beijing is eager to camouflage its true interests in the region
with environmental monitoring, Arctic life protection and concerns about indigenous peoples [while]
Beijing has left it to Moscow to convey the image of dangerous neighbor. . . .

“The Assassination”
http://zope.gush-shalom.org/home/en/channels/avnery/1384533822
•

To my mind, the assassination of Arafat was a crime against Israel. Arafat was the man who was
ready to make peace and who was able to get the Palestinian people to accept it.

“They Rule”
www.theyrule.net
•

The people who head up these companies swap on and off the boards from one company to another,
and in and out of government committees and positions. These people run the most powerful
institutions on the planet, and we have almost no say in who they are. This is not a conspiracy, they
are proud to rule, yet these connections of power are not always visible to the public eye.

“The Federalist No. 6”

[Alexander Hamilton]
•

The causes of hostility among nations are innumerable. There are some which have a general and
almost constant operation upon the collective bodies of society. Of this description are the love of
power or the desire of pre-eminence and dominion—the jealousy of power, or the desire of equality
and safety. There are others which have a more circumscribed though an equally operative influence
within their spheres. Such are the rivalships and competitions of commerce between commercial
nations. And there are others, not less numerous than either of the former, which take their origin
entirely in private passions; in the attachments, enmities, interests, hopes, and fears of leading
individuals in the communities of which they are members. Men of this class, whether the favorites
of a king or of a people, have in too many instances abused the confidence they possessed; and
assuming the pretext of some public motive, have not scrupled to sacrifice the national tranquillity to
personal advantage or personal gratification.

“Falling Exports under Korea FTA Likely to Bolster Fast Track Opposition”
www.citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2013/11/this-weeks-government-release-of-trade-data-highlights-astunning-decline-in-us-exports-to-korea-a-rise-in-imports-and-a.html
•

The shift provoked an incredible 61 percent growth in the U.S. trade deficit with Korea in the Free
Trade Agreement's first year and a half.

“How Our Everyday Life Creates Our Character and Our Destiny”
www.ianwelsh.net/how-our-everyday-life-creates-our-character-our-destiny
•

We have been shaped into people our lords and masters sincerely hope are not fitted to freedom, not
able to make choices outside what they offer, not able to challenge them effectively, and well suited
to the trivial jobs they want us to perform. . . . If you want a free people, you must free your minds,
but free minds come from the exercise of practical everyday freedom.

“An economy exists to fill the needs of the people in it, material and non-material. It has no other purpose.”
Whose needs will you be filling today?

851.
Doc, It Still Hurts When I Do This
November 16, 2013
I think this NYT article is despicable. At the very least, try to imagine its effect on the people it's exploiting
(and manipulating). This would include young Americans.
“Young and Educated in Europe, but Desperate for Jobs”
www.nytimes.com/2013/11/16/world/europe/youth-unemployement-in-europe.html
•

“Sometimes,” she whispered, “it feels as if life is not really worth it.”

My cautionary tale in two bullet points:
•
•

A guy goes to the doctor and says, “Doc, it hurts when I do this.”
The doctor says, “Don't do that.”

Don't do that. At the very least, do what people do when things work. The economy hasn't always been like
it is right now. It hasn't always been controlled by people who like it like it is right now.
Now here's a headline with potential:
“Vietnam banker sentenced to death for fraud”
www.aljazeera.com/news/asia-pacific/2013/11/vietnam-banker-sentenced-death-fraud2013111662741522258.html
•

Vu Quoc Hao, 58, the one-time chief of a finance subsidiary of the state-owned Vietnam Agribank
and building firm boss Dang Van Hai, 56, were sentenced to death on Friday, according to state
television. “They were given the sentences for embezzlement of assets, mismanagement, abuse of
power and fraud, causing serious consequences to the state,” it said. The other nine defendants were
jailed for up to 14 years for violating state economic regulations, the report added.

Without knowing the details of the case or endorsing Vietnam's legal system, I can still say this: our U.S.
government encourages “serious consequences to the state.” All they want is their cut, in the form of an
occasional fine. One real criminal penalty and Wall Street would toe the line.
Wall Street might be wise to imagine Americans taking the headlines into their own hands. The New York
Times can't discourage everybody.

852.
After Wall Street Gets Its Filthy Hands On Our Social
Security
November 17, 2013
Will we care more about American children after Wall Street gets its filthy hands on our Social Security?
Will we have learned something about distractions and disunity?
From the Census Bureau:
”People 65 and older had a supplemental poverty rate of 14.8 percent, equating to 6.4 million. Excluding
Social Security would leave the majority of this population (54.7 percent or 23.7 million) in poverty.”
“The Research Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2012”
www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/p60-247.pdf
Official 15.1% Poverty Measure vs. Supplemental 16.0% Poverty Measure:
•
•

•

The supplemental poverty measure takes into account the impact of different benefits and necessary
expenses on the resources available to families, as well as geographic differences in housing costs.
While the official poverty measure includes only pretax money income, the supplemental measure
adds the value of in-kind benefits, such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, school
lunches, housing assistance and refundable tax credits.
The supplemental poverty measure deducts various necessary expenses from income; these include
medical out-of-pocket expenses, income and payroll taxes, child care expenses and work-related
expenses. These expenses reduce income available for necessary basic goods purchases including
food, clothing, shelter and utilities (FCSU) and a small amount to allow for other needs.

Number of People in Poverty:
•
•

Official: 46,965,000
Supplemental: 49,730,000

65 years and older:
•
•

Official: 3,926,000
Supplemental: 6,419,000

“People 65 and older had a supplemental poverty rate of 14.8 percent, equating to 6.4 million. Excluding
Social Security would leave the majority of this population (54.7 percent or 23.7 million) in poverty.”
Will we care more about American children after Wall Street gets its filthy hands on our Social Security?

After all—after all of our neglect and betrayal—we will need those children.
The PRC/CCP/PLA has already gotten its filthy hands on Wall Street.
What a sorry bunch we are to support their economy and leave our own children crippled and defenseless.

853.
Things You Can’t Fool?
November 19, 2013
I spotted this—
“China blocks Reuters and Wall Street Journal sites”
http://en.rsf.org/china-china-blocks-reuters-and-wall-15-11-2013,45463.html
•

Reporters Without Borders firmly condemns China's censorship. . . . Several media have linked the
blocking of the Reuters and Wall Street Journal sites to reports of links between JPMorgan Chase
and former Prime Minister Wen Jiabao's daughter Wen Ruchun, who operates as a consultant under
the name of Lily Chang.

—just as I'd been thinking about Reuters and The Wall Street Journal and how they can sound suspiciously
like The People's Daily, like they're on The People's Payroll.
Therefore, today's theme will be . . . um . . . kids and dogs?
“Nixon and Kennedy: The Myths and Reality”
www.buchanan.org/blog/nixon-kennedy-myths-reality-6001
•

Along with the unsleeping labors of an idolatrous press and the propagandists who control America's
popular culture, those four days created and sustained the Kennedy Myth.

“Census ‘faked’ 2012 election jobs report”
www.nypost.com/2013/11/18/census-faked-2012-election-jobs-report
•

The Census employee caught faking the results . . . told me in an interview this past weekend that he
was told to make up information by higher-ups at Census.

“Feeding the Flame of Revolt”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/feeding_the_flame_of_revolt_20131117
•

The National Lawyers Guild, because the judge's husband was a victim of the hack, filed a recusal
motion that Preska, as chief judge of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York,
was able to deny. Her refusal to recuse herself allowed her to oversee a trial in which she had a huge
conflict of interest.

“US TPP is not in our interest”

www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/380511/us-tpp-is-not-in-our-interest
•

But the TPP put forward shortly after Mr Obama took office shows how governments at times abuse
the term “free trade” to push special agendas. Begin with the premise that governments should and
must support the rights of artists, inventors and others to collect copyright and patent protection.

OK, pull the plug.

854.
Lull Us, Pat Us, Mark Us with a B
November 20, 2013
This will infuriate some people, no doubt, but sometimes the best way to battle free speech is with more free
speech—and hope the conflict escalates to free thought.
“The Frauds of the Gettysburg Address”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/11/18/the-frauds-of-the-gettysburg-address
•

. . . a towering example of how that never-truthful man used fraud and deception to promote the
dangerous and ultimately destructive causes of his Presidency. His language was so eloquent, and the
speech so short, that few people then or now were aware of the three monstrous frauds he perpetrated.

No, I would not have sacrificed 600,000 lives.
Nor would I lose 300,000,000 to globalization.
The future is ahead.

855.
Health
November 21, 2013
A few months ago, an old friend turned an extraordinary intelligence to the subject of nutrition and health.
His conclusion:
“Everyone in the food industry should be lined up and shot.”
I think someday we'll say the same about television and health. A few nights ago, I watched TV for the first
time in months. I could never, not ever describe the experience, so I'll make my point with another story
about another friend. She wasn't sure what feeling good, physically, feels like. She had a hunch she'd never
really felt good in her life—not like she'd heard other people describe—but she wanted to know, one way or
the other, and (yes!) she was willing to try something different.
So that's my advice to you.
“An exciting discovery about boredom”
www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-five-kinds-of-boredom-20131119,0,7721719.story
•

•
•

The big surprise in the data was the emergence of the fifth type of boredom. Apathetic boredom
accounted for 10% of all boredom among the college students and 36% of all boredom among the
high-schoolers.
This was a troubling discovery. Students experienced apathetic boredom with even stronger feelings
of aversion than they did with reactant boredom, but they were far less likely to do anything about it.
In fact, after analyzing the numerical ratings from the students, the researchers concluded that
apathetic boredom shared some features with learned helplessness and depression.

So, now, are “learned helplessness and depression” good or bad?
(I wish these people would make up their minds.)

856.
If We Really Want To Honor President Kennedy. . . .
November 22, 2013
We should stop spitting on the man's grave with our ignorant habits.
President Kennedy said the two things he feared most were nuclear war and trade/payments deficits.
From the Office of the Historian, U.S. Department of State:
www.history.state.gov
•

•

•

•

•

If we cannot keep up our export surplus, we shall not have the dollar exchange with which to meet
our overseas military commitments. We are spending $3 billion a year abroad to maintain our
international security position. We must either do a good job of selling abroad or pull back. Our
balance of payments position has put a strain on our gold reserves, and while we are not at a point of
danger, we are at a point of concern. If confidence in the dollar is not maintained, those holding
dollar and gold obligations against us could easily create grave difficulties for us. — Volume VIII,
National Security Policy, 18 January 1962, Document 69
The over-all importance of the balance of payments position to our military security can be
understood still more clearly by noting the British experience. The British pull-back of forces from
numerous bases throughout the world in the years since World War II has been very largely a
response to balance of payments difficulties. We see further pressure of this sort causing British
planners to undertake further military reductions overseas. — Volume VIII, National Security Policy,
18 January 1962, Document 69
The President then summarized the guidelines for forthcoming trade negotiations. In the present
situation, we must be very careful to protect U.S. interests. Our balance of payments problem is
serious, it is not now under control, and it must be righted at the latest by the end of 1964. If we do
not do so, there will be pressure against the dollar and Congress will be demanding reductions in our
foreign programs. — Volume XIII, Western Europe and Canada, 22 January 1963, Document 168
One effort we must make, the President continued, is to seek to prevent European states from taking
actions which make our balance of payments problem worse. For example, we maintain large forces
in Germany. We must firmly oppose West Germany if it increases its agricultural production to our
detriment. We have not yet reached the point of wheat against troops but we cannot continue to pay
for the military protection of Europe while the NATO states are not paying their fair share and living
off the “fat of the land.” — Volume XIII, Western Europe and Canada, 22 January 1963, Document
168
We have been very generous to Europe and it is now time for us to look out for ourselves, knowing
full well that the Europeans will not do anything for us simply because we have in the past helped
them. No longer dependent on the U.S. for economic assistance, the European states are less subject
to our influence. If the French and other European powers acquire a nuclear capability they would be
in a position to be entirely independent and we might be on the outside looking in. We must exploit
our military and political position to ensure that our economic interests are protected. — Volume
XIII, Western Europe and Canada, 22 January 1963, Document 168

Respectfully submitted on November 22, 2013

857.
In A Race To The Bottom, How Much Money Would You
Like To Earn?
November 23, 2013
I'll send you an article that might wind up being part of the problem, but first a few words:
Every day, I hear from at least one ignorant hypocrite—redundant, in this context—who has all the answers
but persists in self-destruction. Self-destruction is so much easier, it appears, we should do everything
humanly possible to avoid any return to real prosperity.
Too many Americans—globalized, financialized—have been conned out of their common sense.
It's still a lot easier to do things the right way.
“Storybook Plutocracy”
www.publicbooks.org/nonfiction/storybook-plutocracy
•

How many books have been published describing the destruction of the postwar middle-class
economic order and the advent of the shiny, plutocratized new one?

In a race to the bottom, how much money would you like to earn?
—
“Dollar to the Giant” [lyrics]

858.
Why Those Inscrutable Guys
November 23, 2013
“How China Can Raise Its Economic Game: Participating in the American-led TPP would allow the
country to meet many of the goals set out by the Communist Party at its recent plenum”
[Caixin link — November 20, 2013]
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

We urge policymakers to continue opening up the country's economy and society to seize
opportunities in the global economy. The 35 years of reform experience demonstrate the success of
this strategy.
From the establishment of special economic zones to the admission into the World Trade
Organization, liberalization has proven to be a most powerful growth driver.
While Beijing regarded the negotiations as part of the U.S. “pivot” toward Asia and largely an
instrument deployed to contain China, its view today has become more positive.
At the recent APEC meeting in Bali, President Xi Jinping said China was open to any partnership that
would further integration of the Asia-Pacific region.
On closer scrutiny, the goals of the trade pact coincide with China's own goals to liberalize its
economy. Thus, Beijing would be wise to study it, to see how China may fit in.
The partnership would be good for Chinese trade. With its target of achieving zero tariffs for 99
percent of the agricultural and industrial products in discussion, the TPP is committed to freer trade
than WTO standards require, and stricter than China's own trade pacts with others.
Fair competition for all . . . is just what China needs, as it struggles to stop its state-owned industries
from dominating the market. Again, this accords with the plenum's view.
These and other provisions of the trade partnership, including in labor and environmental standards,
in fact mirror the goals set out by party leadership.
China should seek to join negotiations for the TPP, so its voice may be heard and its interests
protected.

“PBOC Says No Longer in China’s Interest to Increase Reserves”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-11-20/pboc-says-no-longer-in-china-s-favor-to-boost-record-reserves.html
•

•

The People's Bank of China said the country does not benefit any more from increases in its foreigncurrency holdings, adding to signs policy makers will rein in dollar purchases that limit the yuan's
appreciation.
Yi's comments didn't imply China will be cutting its holdings of U.S. government debt, said
Scotiabank's Tihanyi. “They are probably going to keep their allocations reasonably stable unless
there's a big policy shift, but it means they will possibly be buying less at the margin.”

859.
There Are Jackals Waiting
November 24, 2013
This media coverage of the first Kennedy assassination should at least remind people that we were all
Americans then, just as we are all Americans now. Also:
The Left gained so much momentum during the 1960s, it was a Republican who gave us an Environmental
Protection Agency and some of us wondered whether Big Business would ever stand up to the likes of Ralph
Nader. Now don't get me wrong; I admire Mr. Nader and I'm grateful for his improvements. But the attack
of “liberal” bureaucrats, academics, activists, unions, and—lest we forget—liberal money is what created the
bi-partisan corporate plutocracy we're suffering today.
Some balance would be nice (and grown-up), especially now that we've empowered the rest of the world to
compete with us. It's not the '60s anymore, and Americans can't afford to fight with other Americans.
I'm not too sure but I'm pretty sure what the following link has to do with what I just wrote:
“Dumbing Down America: The Decline of Education in the US as Seen From Down Under"
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/20043-dumbing-down-america-the-decline-of-education-in-the-us-as-seenfrom-down-under
•

Our academic salaries are set (in concrete) by the Universities Commission—so we have nothing like
the absurd salaries paid in the United States to (believe it or not) football coaches. In fact, we don't
have anything like the bizarre spectacle of industrialized American university “sport.” Our students
go to university to learn. Perhaps they do a bit of drinking and politicking and play a bit of sport, but
sports scholarships? What a joke. As the spectacle of university overtakes its purpose, the Decline of
the West accelerates (there are scholarships to the Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra, but
nobody takes it seriously).

How long before we see a study refute—or a student revolt?

860.
I Reserve the Right To Wonder Maybe Something Just Ain’t
Right
November 25, 2013
This morning, through falling snowflakes, I saw a time-&-temperature display.
It was 48 degrees.
“Chemicals Maker’s $2 Billion U.S. Bet Driven by Fracked Gas”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-11-22/formosa-2-billion-texas-expansion-driven-by-fracked-naturalgas.html
•

The Taiwanese delegation visiting the U.S. also includes Terry Gou, the billionaire chairman of
Foxconn Technology Group, which plans to invest in Pennsylvania.

“Shielding a Flickering Flame”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/shielding_a_flickering_flame_20131124
•

The Germans handed out oblong, brown loaves of rye bread to those lining up outside the trains.
Those clutching the loaves, desperately hungry and overjoyed with receiving the food, willingly
climbed into the railway carriages.

This is a must-read.

861.
Generals Washington and Eisenhower Have Already Told Us
November 26, 2013
Yesterday, we discussed Taiwan's investment in the United States. (That is, I sent you some dots to
connect.)
Today, the establishment seems to be promoting Iranian uranium and Chinese airspace.
Therefore,
I thought you might appreciate these reminders from Presidents (and Generals) past:
George Washington, 1796:
•
•
•
•

A passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils [and] betrays the former
into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter.
It gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation),
facility to betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country . . . sometimes even with popularity.
As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to
the truly enlightened and independent patriot.
History and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican
government.

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1961:
•

•

In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence,
whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise
of misplaced power exists and will persist.
We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We
should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper
meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and
goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together.

I wonder what Washington and Eisenhower would say about American consumers giving so much money to
the Chinese army that we cannot afford to protect ourselves from the Chinese army without first borrowing
money from the Chinese army.
Come to think of it: I think they've already told us.

862.
Washington, Eisenhower, Hemingway: Making Sense of
World News
November 27, 2013
I defy anyone to make sense of this. Not explain it. Make sense of it. So you could explain it to a child. An
American child. An innocent American child. With a crap detector.
“Defying China, US flies two B-52 bombers into East China Sea zone”
[South China Morning Post link — November 27, 2013]
•

•
•

“We have continued to follow our normal procedures, which include not filing flight plans, not
radioing ahead and not registering our frequencies,” spokesman Colonel Steve Warren said, using the
Japanese name for the islands.
Japan's two biggest airlines—Japan Airlines and ANA Holdings—bowed to a Japanese government
request to stop complying with the Chinese demands for flight plans and other information.
“The fact that Washington responded and responded so strongly sends a very clear challenge back to
Beijing saying: ‘Look, in case you were wondering, we are serious when we say we are an ally of
Japan. And do not mess with that.’” — Dean Cheng, The Heritage Foundation

“Furniture maker chooses Virginia for first US plant”
[China Daily link — November 26, 2013]
•

•

•

•

•

•

The state's selection—over Kentucky, West Virginia, and Tennessee—comes a year after cabinet
maker Merillat closed two plants in the county, resulting in about 300 layoffs. The Chinese company
will establish its factory in one of the former Merillat plants.
Liaoyang Ningfeng . . . will produce components for Swedish furniture giant IKEA, creating 125
jobs. A privately-held, family-owned furniture company established in 1998, Liaoyang Ningfeng
operates in Russia and Northeast China and employs more than 550 people.
“Having an educated and well trained workforce in that industry was a step up for Virginia in terms
of our competition,” said Roy Dahlquist, managing director for Asia for the Virginia Economic
Development Partnership. Virginia's port system also lured the Chinese investor. “Our Virginia port
was important to them—they'll be shipping to other global markets.”
[Republican Governor Bob] McDonnell, who was not available for an interview, has spent more days
visiting China than any other country, Dahlquist said. In his statement, the governor termed the plant
win “of utmost importance to the Commonwealth and to Smyth County,” given the loss of
manufacturing over the years to countries such as China. “Successfully competing against three other
states is a great testament to the opportunity (China) sees in the state and region,” McDonnell said.
A $250,000 grant from the governor's “opportunity fund” was used as an incentive. The Virginia
Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission sweetened the state's pitch with
$450,000 in Tobacco Region Opportunity Funds.
“Now they are bringing the manufacturing to where the raw material is, the timber,” said Dahlquist.

•

The company aims to expand into lumber production and export to China, according to a release.

“Yes, of course,” said Mo, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, “that is
why we exist. However, the road to [world] Communism may take well over a hundred years and the
transition doesn't have to be violent.”

863.
Simple Gifts of Gratitude and Attitude
November 28, 2013
I am Thankful:
Previous generations of Americans bought American-made goods.
If they hadn't, I wouldn't be here today.
And neither would you.
If you plan to do any shopping this weekend, please realize and never forget:
The only way Americans will prosper—any of us, in the longer term—is by an increase in the demand for
American-made goods.
What kind of person would tell you otherwise?

864.
Link Between Depression and Depression
November 29, 2013
. . . depressed . . . and self-destructive . . . and depressed . . . and self-destructive . . . and. . . .
“America’s Biggest Fiscal Problem: The Fat Are Getting Fatter”
http://thechairmansblog.gallup.com/2013/11/americas-biggest-fiscal-problem-fat-are.html
•

Rather than go on and on about whether the ACA website works or not, or who wins and loses
politically in 2014 and 2016 because of a disastrous rollout, shouldn't the media be trumpeting this
headline: 70% of Health Problems in America Are Preventable?

“Are Alzheimer’s and diabetes the same disease?”
www.newscientist.com/article/mg22029453.400-are-alzheimers-and-diabetes-the-same-disease.html
•

The link between obesity and dementia is becoming hard to deny.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Maybe the lobbyists are right and we all need to take an anti-depressant.
Or maybe they're wrong and what we all really need is to make a decision.

865.
You Have 12 Minutes
November 30, 2013
“The oligarchy is running things. They would rather annul the bottom ninety percent's right to live than to
annul the money that's due to them. They would rather strip the planet, and shrink the population, and be
paid, rather than give up their claims. That's the political fight of the twenty-first century.” — Michael
Hudson, Distinguished Research Professor of Economics, UMKC
Turn the tide.
Michael Hudson's “Surviving Oligarchy” (8:37)
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/11/surviving-oligarchy
www.youtube.com/watch?v=00iY4cpEQDY
Turn the tables.
Bob Hall's “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” (3:17)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467
The political fight of the twenty-first century will not be televised.
(The political fight of the twenty-first century will not be conspicuous at all.)

866.
In Case You Missed These
December 1, 2013
Wow.
“Andrew Huszar: Confessions of a Quantitative Easer”
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303763804579183680751473884
•

I can only say: I'm sorry, America. As a former Federal Reserve official, I was responsible for
executing the centerpiece program of the Fed's first plunge into the bond-buying experiment known
as quantitative easing. The central bank continues to spin QE as a tool for helping Main Street. But
I've come to recognize the program for what it really is: the greatest backdoor Wall Street bailout of
all time.

“Simple Gifts of Gratitude and Attitude”
I am Thankful:
Previous generations of Americans bought American-made goods.
If they hadn't, I wouldn't be here today.
And neither would you.
If you plan to do any shopping this weekend, please realize and never forget:
The only way Americans will prosper—any of us, in the longer term—is by an increase in the demand for
American-made goods.
What kind of person would tell you otherwise?

867.
Two Videos—Please Forward
December 1, 2013
“The oligarchy is running things. They would rather annul the bottom ninety percent's right to live than to
annul the money that's due to them. They would rather strip the planet, and shrink the population, and be
paid, rather than give up their claims. That's the political fight of the twenty-first century.” — Michael
Hudson, Distinguished Research Professor of Economics, UMKC
“Surviving Oligarchy” (8:37)
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/11/surviving-oligarchy
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” (3:17)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
The political fight of the twenty-first century will not be televised.
(The political fight of the twenty-first century will not be conspicuous at all.)

868.
Not So Subtle: Methods of Child Abuse
December 2, 2013
“Second rabbinical court orders mother to circumcise son”
www.jta.org/2013/11/26/life-religion/rabbinical-court-upholds-order-for-mother-to-circumcise-son
•
•

The Jerusalem rabbinical court upheld a ruling requiring an Israeli mother to circumcise her son or
pay a fine of $140 a day.
“I started reading about what actually happens in circumcision, and I realized that I couldn't do that to
my son. He's perfect just as he is,” the mother, identified as Elinor, told Haaretz. The Jerusalem
judges noted the public and legal wrangling against circumcision in the United States and Europe.
“The public in Israel stands united against this phenomenon,” they wrote, “seeing it as another aspect
of the anti-Semitic acts that must be fought.”

“Bad Eating Habits Start in the Womb”
www.nytimes.com/2013/12/02/opinion/bad-eating-habits-start-in-the-womb.html
•

Globally, infant formula is . . . on track to grow by nearly $5 billion in 2013 alone. But formula is
only part of the problem since breast-fed babies of mothers eating too many refined and processed
foods are also at risk. Claims by the food industry that personal responsibility, exercising more, and
eating less are the solutions to obesity and diet-related disease are turned on their head with these
studies. If babies are developing food preferences in utero and before 2 or 3 years of age through no
fault of their own, how can we then blame them when they become obese children and adults?

“U.S. Trade with China”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html
•
•

$ 860,916,120.22 — average daily trade deficit with the communist dictatorship of the People's
Liberation Army for the record year 2012
$ 872,347,619.05 — average to date for 2013

869.
History in the Making, Who’s Not Discussing It, New AntiAmerican Film
December 5, 2013
A few weeks ago, a former Fed official said the Fed's QE economic stimulus is “the greatest backdoor Wall
Street bailout of all time.” Broadly significant, Andrew Huszar's detailed confession in The Wall Street
Journal—of all places—has been censored, practically.
Yesterday, the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication published:
“RMB now second most used currency in trade finance, overtaking the Euro”
Again, some history in the making—and something the multinationals might not, or just might, want us to
hear—and who's not discussing it?
Which brings me to our “leak du jour”:
(I'm putting “leak” in quotes because these so-called “leaks” have become a growth industry, “du jour”
because the following Chinese documentary was “leaked” for several days, a little over a month ago, then
officially censored, and relatively few people noticed, so I'll say something about it today.)
“Silent Contest” — film and commentary
A new feature-length, anti-American documentary co-produced by the National Defense University, PLA
General Staff and General Political Department, Chinese Academy of Social Science, China Institutes of
Contemporary International Relations of the Ministry of State Security—and, last but not least, the deadliest
trade relationship in world history.
The film has not yet been released to the (Chinese government owned) AMC Theater chain. . . .
“Silent Contest” (1:32:04, Chinese, view at your own risk)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_8lSjcoSW8#t=88
“China’s six wars in the next 50 years”
www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-six-wars-in-the-next-50-years
•

With such a range of august national institutions being involved in the production of the film, it might
be suggested that the rather extreme sentiments expressed therein are not restricted to some hawkish
elements in the PLA.

“Does China Want a Cold War?”
www.thediplomat.com/2013/11/does-china-want-a-cold-war
•

The film attributes the collapse of the Soviet Union and other closed societies in large part to a U.S.led global conspiracy. More tellingly, it claims that the collapse of the Soviet Union was not the
precursor to the end of the Cold War, as history books have informed us since the watershed event,
but rather that the end of the Cold War caused the collapse of the USSR.

Remember:
•
•

The People's Republic of China was created by the People's Liberation Army.
The People's Liberation Army was created by the Chinese Communist Party.

So what is “China” really trying to accomplish with this film?
I'm not sure it even matters.
Why are we doing business with these people?

870.
Too Many Entertainers; Trade Report Spin
December 6, 2013
This morning, naked capitalism linked The Huffington Post quoting Fortune quoting Lloyd Blankfein of
Goldman Sachs:
“This country does a great job of creating wealth, but not a great job of distributing it.”
This is ridiculous, of course, and it reminds me of something.
Most of what we know, we learn from professional entertainers—and we know who signs their paychecks.
Put yourself in your favorite media personality's shoes. If you had to choose between (a) losing your big
multinational salary, etc. and (b) keeping your big multinational salary, etc.—well, you get the idea.
If these political and economic entertainers were good for us, we'd have the results to show for it. But things
are only getting worse, and the people we turn to for answers would sooner betray a country than risk being
unemployed.
(Being partisan doesn't make you political, by the way. It only makes you partisan.)
Back to Blankfein, a man who lives by transferring existing wealth to the proprietors of a fictitious economy
that doesn't create wealth:
I'd say he needs to study the trade reports, but the seasonal adjustments are so misleading, I think maybe he
writes them.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services — October 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $40.6 billion in October from
$43.0 billion in September (revised), as exports increased more than imports.”
Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•

Trade deficit in goods: $ 58,921,000,000 — down -4.4% from September
Trade deficit in petroleum products: $ 19,649,000,000 — down -1.1% from September
Top increases for exports of consumer goods: Artwork, antiques, stamps, etc. +84.9%; Jewelry, etc.
+58.6%; Gem diamonds +29.3%

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

Trade deficit in goods: $ 64,620,000,000 — up +2.1% from September
Imports of energy-related petroleum products: 306,419,000 barrels — up +5.7% from September

•

Re-Exports: Manufactured Goods +13.2%; Agricultural Commodities +20.4%

Beware the distraction of ObamaCare, beware the TPP. But remember: all these figures are government
figures, even the not seasonally adjusted.
Next up: “The Employment Situation”

871.
Jobs, Mandela, China. Grow Up. Or Else.
December 6, 2013
First:
“The Employment Situation — November 2013”
www.bls.gov
Seasonally Adjusted Headline Spin:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm jobs: up +203,000 from October 2013
Goods-producing: up +44,000
Manufacturing: up +27,000
Retail trade: up +22,300
Financial activities: down -3,000
Professional and business services: up +35,000
Leisure and hospitality: up +17,000
Government: up +7,000
Not in Labor Force: down -268,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted Establishment Data:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm jobs: up +421,000 from October 2013
Goods-producing: down -111,000
Manufacturing: down -3,000
Retail trade: up +471,000
Financial activities: down -11,000
Professional and business services: down -1,000
Leisure and hospitality: down -214,000
Government: up +112,000

Not in Labor Force: up +58,000 to 91,521,000 — another new record.
Next:
R.I.P. Nelson Mandela. We can mourn without being childish.
“I happened to work in his office twice, '94 and '96, and saw these policies. . . .” — Patrick Bond, University
of KwaZulu-Natal professor and director of the Centre for Civil Society
“The Mandela Years in Power”

www.counterpunch.org/2013/12/06/the-mandela-years-in-power
•

•

The self-imposition of economic and development policies—typically at the behest of financial
markets and the Washington/Geneva multilateral institutions—required an extraordinary insulation
from genuine national determinations: in short, an “elite transition.” This policy insulation from
mass opinion could only be achieved through the leadership of Mandela.
What is Mandela's legacy, if not cementing the worst features of these systems, aside from beginning
to undo their correlation with racism?

Last:
“China’s Viral, Nationalist Screed Against Western Encroachment”
www.tealeafnation.com/2013/12/chinas-viral-nationalist-screed-against-western-encroachment
•
•

None of this means the essay's popularity was purely engineered—the crude logic it employs has a
receptive audience in China even without peddling from state-owned media.
The unsettling and nagging fear of disorder is pervasive among Chinese citizens. Many see enemies
perpetually gathering at the proverbial gate, restlessly plotting to carve up China's territories,
subjugate its people, and plunder its resources.

No, the answer is not for us to keep dying for China.
(See, for example, “The Employment Situation”—or just look around.)
Have a good weekend growing up and supporting your own country's farms and factories.
You want more money?
Where do you think it comes from?

872.
Wow! Jobs! Feel Better? Stop!
December 8, 2013
I just ran for an hour wearing gym shorts in 14 degree weather. Figured it would cool me off so's I wouldn't
sit down to my laptop and start cussin' a blue streak.
The Wall Street-Washington media multinationals can't stop crowing about Friday's 7% (U-3)
unemployment report. I love hearing, over and over and over again, how the economy is now so strong we
gained 203,000 jobs in November—27,000 in American manufacturing alone.
Now I ask you: what kind of person would repeat a story like this, much less believe a story like this? Even
more shameful: the very same November unemployment report included the unadjusted figures showing that
we lost 3,000 jobs in American manufacturing last month. (Good grief, we lost 7,800 jobs in food
manufacturing.) The jobs gain was in retail—471,000—but these are typically low-wage, part-time, and
gone after Christmas. Retail trade means foreign-made goods, mostly, anyhow.
A few things come to mind:
“The price of freedom is eternal vigilance,” someone once said, and this is very good to remember. I want to
add that freedom, most importantly in the American context, is the exercise of responsibility over one's
existence—but this might leave me trapped having said that freedom and eternal vigilance are the same
thing.
Hmmm. . . .
Also—back to the unemployment report, believe it or not—no matter what happens or who's supposedly at
the helm, our Nation's central bank will do anything not to lose face.
It will be interesting to watch this play out:
Last month, former Federal Reserve official Andrew Huszar challenged the Fed with an insider's
“confession” in The Wall Street Journal (is this suspicious?) but his article was otherwise ignored (?) by the
media multinationals save Bloomberg, which treated Huszar with ridiculous sarcasm.
The Fed has tied its QE stimulus—“the greatest backdoor Wall Street bailout of all time,” in Huszar's
words—and “highly accommodative stance” (Fed's words) to unemployment, with a target U-3 rate of
6.5%. The Fed claims to be doing all this for the folks on Main Street.
After Huszar's “confession” came a sharp drop in U-3 unemployment. With the sharp drop in
unemployment came renewed appreciation for the Fed's wisdom and speculation about the future of QE
stimulus now that the American economy can stand on its own feet—so the multinational media mania goes.
I don't know exactly what will happen when, but I am predicting it won’t be good for our country.

Please:
Don't let them lull you into a false sense of security—or anything. Now is not a good time to lower your
guard.

873.
“Trade surplus hit record high in Nov”
December 8, 2013
Life imitates “Dollar to the Giant”:
“Trade surplus hit record high in Nov”
[China Daily link — December 9, 2013]
•

•

•

•

China's acceleration of exports and slowdown of imports in November left the country with its largest
trade surplus in more than four years. The improvement of overseas demand increased China's
chances of securing an 8 percent trade growth target this year.
The trade surplus in November, $33.8 billion, was the highest since 2009, when the government
launched a large-scale stimulus package. The country's overall trade gains in the period from January
to November this year reached $234.15 billion, more than the total value for last year.
“November's export growth is partially owing to the recovery in developed economies and the
seasonal demand surge through festivals such as Christmas,” said Wang Jun, an expert at the China
Center for International Economic Exchanges. “But it's very likely that speculative funds, or hot
money, flowed into China, chasing the renminbi appreciation.”
“November's remarkable trade surplus will increase expectations for the appreciation of the
renminbi. It will also weaken China's exports next year when the US tapers off its monetary stimulus
and capital flows out of China,” Wang said.

Chinese stimulus benefits China's economy. American stimulus benefits China's economy. Every economic
stimulus somehow benefits China's economy.
Because China manufactures.
Gee whiz, it's not rocket science. You'd think our so-called “experts” would have it figured out by now.
Our so-called “citizens,” too.

874.
A must-read in today’s news: “The Job Report Mirage”
December 9, 2013
From CounterPunch on December 9, 2013:
“The Job Report Mirage: Don’t Lower Your Guard”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/12/09/the-job-report-mirage
This is a must-read . . . must-heed . . . please share.
Thank you.

875.
Slimy Globalist Nuance
December 10, 2013
Conspicuously absent from the mainstream (multinational) media coverage of China's monstrous trade
surplus is this quote from Wang Jun at the China Center for International Economic Exchanges:
•

November's remarkable trade surplus will increase expectations for the appreciation of the renminbi.
It will also weaken China's exports next year when the US tapers off its monetary stimulus and
capital flows out of China.

Or this from Chen Hufei at the Shanghai Bank of Communications Ltd., quoted in the same China Daily
article (see FFC #873):
•

The export surge in November was more possibly driven by the inflow of hot money speculating on
the difference in interest rates at home and abroad as well as the continuous appreciation of the
renminbi.

American consumers, taxpayers, and citizens—past, present, and future—are paying for China's surpluses in
almost every conceivable way.
They are killing us—quite literally.
If our working and middle classes are disappearing—and indeed they are—where are they going?
Who are we allowing to do our thinking for us?
Take a look at this slimy globalist nuance from The Wall Street Journal. Keep in mind that China's surplus
with the world is approximately the same size as our country's deficit with China alone.
“China’s November Exports Surprisingly Strong, as Imports Grow Modestly”
http://stream.wsj.com/story/latest-headlines/SS-2-63399/SS-2-400225/
•
•
•
•
•

•

That is a positive sign for the global economy as well as China, experts said.
A persistent trade surplus has been a source of contention between Beijing and Washington. . . .
Some U.S. congressmen have urged the Obama administration to take China to task for holding down
the value of its currency, boosting its exporters at the expense of foreign competitors.
With weak inbound shipments, the trade surplus in November was the largest since January 2009.
“Imports were disappointing,” said Ma Xiaoping, an economist at HSBC.
China's exports, once the major engine of the economy, had suffered since the global financial crisis,
with Europe and the U.S. no longer a reliable source of demand. But a gradual recovery in the
developed world in recent months has brightened the outlook for the country's export machine.
The strong export numbers came as a surprise after South Korea, whose manufacturers serve similar
markets as China's, registered just a 0.2% year-over-year export growth for November.

FYI: the most recent U.S. Census report shows that imports from South Korea grew by 6% from JanuaryOctober 2012 to January-October 2013, while our goods deficit with South Korea grew more than 36%.
Yay, free trade.

876.
If Only You’d Listened to Me in June 2008
December 11, 2013
Echoing rust. Factory line.
Dead-child memory of another time.
The sign said this spot was USA—
Too young to know it didn’t have to be this way.
Sweat-stain genius, practical hands,
Built factories, built the goods, built the land.
First steps forgotten. History blind,
We’re connected to our roots by a credit line.
Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn’t fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant’s hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We gave up our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
Productivity’s children sleeping in chains.
Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.
Fear-fallen children couldn’t say no.
Wouldn’t read label made in Chinese. Where did the money go?
Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade.
Instead we’re led to every trap the giant made.
The future decided at the giant’s store—
Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.
Who are we doing this for?

The Giant from the East, a billion-head beast, feeding on the hopes of our young.
No resemblance of war, through the open door, mannequins of Mao Tse-Tung.
Invisible plans in the giant’s hands, temptation hit our stores in a flood.
And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We traded in our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.

877.
Had Enough? Listen To Me Now.
December 12, 2013
No matter who you blame—Washington, Wall Street, the Big Banks, Globalization—they all have at least
one thing in common: they all get all their power from us.
Even a young child knows: when a machine goes haywire and the controls don’t work, you don’t form a
committee, you don’t stockpile ammunition, you pull the plug.
When a contractor doesn’t perform as agreed—and this applies to social contracts, as well—you withhold
payment until he does the job you hired him to do.
Beginning right now, I will do my part as an American citizen—and the guy you could have voted for—to
enforce the American agreement of democracy and prosperity, and to prevent a possible genocide.
I’m glad you don’t like that word. For decades now, this country has been in the business of transferring
existing wealth instead of producing new wealth. When the wealth has all been transferred, finally—what
happens then?
Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless. You can pull a plug. Join me—
follow me—in providing incentive by simply withholding payment:
•
•
•

Not another penny in income tax—personal or corporate.
Not another penny in payment of student loans.
Not another penny to any Big Bank—or to any corporation that has taken American money and
betrayed American interests.

I am not saying we should all become irresponsible deadbeats. I’m advocating a higher form of financial
responsibility, one that considers the difference between virtue and vanity, virtue and cowardice. When our
democracy is acceptable, America’s real economy acceptable, when the game is no longer rigged against us,
we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation and financial support—under conditions
acceptable to the common man.
Americans in a democracy are all common men.
Every day, somebody tells me our country is doomed, our children are doomed, there’s no future, not a thing
we can do about it, and we shouldn’t even try.
They say America is in her final stages of disunity, that Americans couldn’t pull together now if their lives
depended on it.
I say they’re wrong.

878.
Are We “Talking” Citizens or “Doing” Citizens?
December 12, 2013
When I began this project, I had a roof over my head and a FICO score in the 800s.
Now . . .
The Wall Street-Washington drones will have to kill me first.
I will not betray my fellow citizens.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

If you have a better idea, start talking.
Then stop talking and start doing.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

879.
The Pious Infant
December 13, 2013
“The Pious Infant: Edward Gorey’s Rare Illustrated Allegory about the Dangers of Dogmatism”
www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/12/13/the-pious-infant-edward-gorey
•
•
•

Little Henry Clump was scarcely three years old when he found out that his heart was wicked, but
that God loved him nevertheless.
...
Henry Clump's little body turned to dust in the grave, but his soul went up to God.

Enjoy—but not too much.

880.
Detroit City and the Doomed Alliance with Evil
December 13, 2013
The phenomenon is interesting, but author Chang is too intellectually invested in the “China collapse”
industry, which leaves too many Americans too little worried about an enemy with more money and soldiers
than we have.
Determination, too.
China gets dollars from American consumers and Wall Street bankers. (This includes the Federal Reserve.
It's no wonder the Chinese are fussing about the end of QE stimulus.) America's economy has collapsed for
lack of nourishment. The Chinese are using our money to buy our property, our infrastructure, our
resources—at collapsed prices—to build their Chinese future.
Every day, I hear some partisan calling this “freedom,” the next partisan calling it “unfair”—both strangely
unwilling to buy domestic goods to support the country from which they expect so much.
“China’s Newest City: We Call It ‘Detroit’”
www.forbes.com/sites/gordonchang/2013/12/08/chinas-newest-city-we-call-it-detroit
•

Who says the Chinese are waiting? Dongdu International Group of Shanghai bought, sight unseen,
two downtown icons, the David Stott building for $4.2 million and the Detroit Free Press building for
$9.4 million, both at auction this September.

In 1978, Nobel laureate Alexander Solzhenitsyn warned that an American alliance with China would be “a
doomed alliance with Evil”:
“It would grant the United States a respite, but when at a later date China with its billion people would turn
around armed with American weapons, America itself would fall prey to a genocide similar to the one
perpetrated on Cambodia in our days.”
Follow your money trail.
Beware the military-industrial-congressional complex.

881.
Pusillanimity (sp?)
December 14, 2013
On November 13 came the euphoria: “Fast Track” Trade Promotion Authority was dead or nearly so. On
December 13 came the follow-up: “Fast Track” Trade Promotion Authority was alive and well, Congress
having reached a deal.
Like I said: power can be tricky—with the money to be patient.
It seems very strange to me that, while other biological species will fight to stay alive, modern human beings
will not.
In fact, watching and commenting on our own destruction has become our favorite form of popular
entertainment.
In 1978, in his famous Harvard commencement speech, Alexander Solzhenitsyn asked:
“Should one point out that from ancient times declining courage has been considered the beginning of the
end?”
The audience booed.

882.
The Dickens, this quote from Dickens
December 15, 2013
Every Christmastime, for 170 years now, Charles Dickens has reminded his audience “to think of people
below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on
other journeys.”
Good words. I won't tamper with them except to think of people “above” us in the same way.
They are frightened, our fellow-passengers to the grave, frightened that “more for the many” means “less for
the few.”
The “many” typically agree with this economic analysis, but it doesn't frighten them.
(We fan the flames of our self-fulfilling memories.)
We many, we few, we—needy creatures, all—are easily seduced by the Scientists of Scarcity, when life
could be an Art of Abundance.
A society, a nation, either works or it doesn't. If it works, it works for the long term, for the children—for
everybody's children.
Just one more thing about the people above us:
If you're very quiet—and you listen very carefully—you can hear them putting their pants on one leg at a
time.
“And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God bless Us, Every One!”

883.
“Look, pal, we’ve always known . . . you can’t give up.”
December 16, 2013
Sounds like a plan!
“Irish exodus casts shadow on recovery from financial crisis”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/b510d38a-5da3-11e3-b3e8-00144feabdc0.html
•

•

•

•

[Unemployed electrician Alan Douglas] is one of 6,000 people who have received letters encouraging
them to look for jobs abroad. One jobseeker was sent details of a job as a bus driver in Malta, which
paid just €250 (£209) a week but came with a “Mediterranean climate”. Youth groups and opposition
parties accuse the government of a policy of state-sponsored emigration. . . .
Dublin rejects criticism about forced emigrations, saying all foreign job opportunities advertised are
voluntary and no one will lose their benefits if they do not apply for an overseas job. But the letters
raise questions about the basic fairness of its response to the crisis and highlight how a generation of
young people with little hand in causing it are now bearing the brunt of the clean-up.
The mass emigration is causing unexpected problems in an overstretched health service. Almost half
of Irish doctors are working abroad—the highest rate in the OECD group of countries that aims to
promote sustainable growth—forcing authorities to recruit hundreds of foreign medical staff to plug
gaps.
There is no doubt that high emigration has saved money on welfare at a time when Dublin is
struggling to meet deficit targets under its bailout. But a study by University College Cork (UCC)
debunks the view that people leave to escape unemployment. It found almost half of emigrants gave
up full-time jobs to go abroad while just under a quarter were unemployed. Almost two-thirds of
emigrants surveyed hold a third level qualification, having continued education after secondary
school, according to the study, which raised concerns about a “brain drain” effect.

“The Great American Class War”
www.brennancenter.org/analysis/great-american-class-war
•

•

•
•
•

Thank you for that generous introduction . . . and thanks to the Brennan Center for honoring the
legacy of Justice William Brennan by bearing witness to democracy as a way of life, requiring daily
vigilance and commitment.
Toward the end of his tenure, when he was writing an increasing number of dissents on the Rehnquist
Court, Brennan was asked if he was getting discouraged. He smiled and said, “Look, pal, we've
always known—the Framers knew—that liberty is a fragile thing. You can't give up.”
Listen! That sound you hear is the shredding of the social contract.
We are this close—this close!—to losing our democracy to the mercenary class. So close it's as if we
are leaning way over the rim of the Grand Canyon, waiting for a swift kick in the pants.
In one way or another, this [“They simply couldn't see beyond their own prerogatives.”] is the oldest
story in America: the struggle to determine whether “we, the people” is a moral compact embedded

•

in a political contract, or merely a charade masquerading as piety and manipulated by the powerful
and privileged to sustain their own way of life at the expense of others.
One hundred and fifty years ago today, Abraham Lincoln stood on the blood-soaked battlefield of
Gettysburg and called Americans to “the great task remaining.” That “unfinished work,” as he
named it, remained the same then as it was when America's founding generation began it. And it
remains the same today: to breathe new life into the promise of the Declaration of Independence and
to assure that the Union so many have sacrificed to save is a union worth saving.

How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug—and Save a Union?

884.
Survey: Global Attitudes on Materialism
December 17, 2013
The results will be misinterpreted, of course, and abused.
“Global Attitudes on Materialism, Finances and Family”
www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/pressrelease.aspx?id=6359
“I measure my success by the things I own”:

“I feel under a lot of pressure to be successful and make money”:

Americans would be wise to remember that China and India are ancient and durable materialistic cultures—
with a current population more than 8x that of the United States.
The Chinese, in particular, have forgotten more about money than we'll ever know.
In the Tang Dynasty (618 - 907), China had uniform currency, credit, banking, and civil service exams.
What were your ancestors doing during the first millennium Anno Domini?

885.
Much Better Than “overview interview podcast transcript”
December 18, 2013
The redoubtable Michael Hudson interviewed on Prosper Australia. It's important to know what's
happening—isn't it? I'm happy that Michael Hudson said, “Iceland's in a mess because it hasn't taken on the
banks.” But then he stops short. They all stop short. Who's ever (honestly) told us what we can (finally) do
about this mess we're in?*
“Trade Advantage Replaced by Rent Extraction”
www.michael-hudson.com/2013/12/trade-advantage-replaced-by-rent-extraction
•

•
•

•

•
•

Now that you have Treasury securities yielding only 1/10th of a percent, the financial sector says,
“How are we going to make a higher rate?” The highest rate they can make is in mortgages, so
they're buying the discounted properties and they're renting them.
The squeeze is on. Only about 25% of workers' paychecks here [in the U.S.] can be spent on goods
and services.
Pension funds are going broke because they can't make money by lending out the money. Pension
funds are turning their funds over to Wall Street just to gamble . . . and I'm afraid the Wall Street
sharpies are taking their money away.
The 1% have the 99% of the population in debt to themselves, so they're collecting and it's like a
siphon taking all the wealth upwards. First the 1% are looking for all the income that the 99% have
pledged to pay the debt and then they want all the assets. So the wealth gap is coming.
The entry price to get a job in this society, start a family, and get a home is running into a lifetime of
debt to pay the 1%.
If you want an education, you have to borrow from the bank. If you want to . . . park your car, we're
now putting parking meters on the sidewalks and the parking meters' revenue is sold off in Chicago
to Wall Street for the next 30 or 40 years to get money to pay the interest to Wall Street now.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” — 3 minutes and 17 seconds to your wildest
dreams
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

*See “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
Write for a free transcript.

886.
Chinese Admiral to U.S. Navy: “We Will Block You”
December 19, 2013
In 1999, a U.S. House of Representatives committee concluded:
“The Chinese Communist Party’s main aim for the civilian economy is to support the building of
modern military weapons and to support the aims of the People’s Liberation Army.”
Got that?
“Chinese Admiral to U.S. Navy: ‘We Will Block You’”
www.tealeafnation.com/2013/12/chinese-admiral-to-u-s-navy-we-will-block-you
•

The article featuring his quote was likely intended for a Chinese rather than international audience—
it is not available in English. It is also telling that the Chinese media only commented on the incident
after U.S. authorities publicly acknowledged it on Dec. 13. Still, that's more than a U.S. official was
willing to say publicly, even if Yin was preaching to the choir.

By 2099, historians will have concluded that the children of Americans who bought Chinese goods got
exactly what their parents deserved.
Of related interest:
“Why are we letting China buy American companies?”
www.nypost.com/2013/12/15/why-are-we-letting-china-buy-american-companies
Have fun shopping.

887.
Psychology and Turds
December 20, 2013
Don't think. Feel.
Choose only one—and then choose the other:
•
•

Politicians are stupid.
Politicians are criminal.

How does your point of view make you feel about yourself?
Fascinating Juxtaposition(s):
“China Rejects 545,000 T U.S. corn in a month over GM strain”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/12/20/china-corn-idUSL3N0JZ0EZ20131220
“Did China steal US corn? Six charged with digging up bioengineered seed.”
www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2013/1219/Did-China-steal-US-corn-Six-charged-with-digging-upbioengineered-seed
Intermission:
“Dictionary of American Regional English”
www.daredictionary.com
Back to Work:
“Take This Town and Shove It”
www.politico.com/magazine/story/2013/12/this-town-sam-youngman-shove-it-101307.html
•

When I returned from my 28 days in rehab, in January 2010, it was harder to ignore the near criminal
disconnect between Washington and the rest of the country, especially in an industry that has turned
neighbors against each other while its instigators clock out and meet for a beer together, skilled actors
who in many cases spend the day feigning hatred for each other on camera but are actually bound by
their shared nihilism and reckless self-absorption. In Washington, a divided America is good for
business.

A video too important not to send you (with a language warning):

“Breaking News: Some [ . . . ] Happening Somewhere”
www.theonion.com/video/breaking-news-some-bullshit-happening-somewhere,16928
Ernst Lubitsch said:
“Let the audience add up two plus two. They'll love you forever.”
This is a good time of year for Lubitsch.

888.
Extra Crispy: Nihilism, Self-Absorption, Salmonella—The
High Cost of Cheap
December 21, 2013
Just in case you missed this yesterday:
•

When I returned from my 28 days in rehab, in January 2010, it was harder to ignore the near
criminal disconnect between Washington and the rest of the country, especially in an industry
that has turned neighbors against each other while its instigators clock out and meet for a beer
together, skilled actors who in many cases spend the day feigning hatred for each other on
camera but are actually bound by their shared nihilism and reckless self-absorption. In
Washington, a divided America is good for business.

— from “Take This Town and Shove It: A White House reporter's tale of sex, booze and the briefing room”
by Sam Youngman:
•

In D.C., I was rarely in a room without another dude who inspired violent tendencies but was too
pitiful to punch. Remember that if you do get out of This Town. In a lot of places, folks won't
respond by trying to match your passive-aggressive cleverness with a tweet. They'll knock you
on your ass. In short, get out of Washington. It's messing you up more than you know.

In case you're still eating chicken or—worse yet—don't fear chicken from the People's Liberation Army:
“Special report: The high cost of cheap chicken” — Consumer Reports
www.consumerreports.org/cro/magazine/2014/02/the-high-cost-of-cheap-chicken/index.htm
•
•
•
•
•
•

97% of the 316 breasts we tested from 26 states harbored bacteria that could make you sick.
More than half of the samples contained fecal contaminants, which can cause blood and urinary tract
infections, among other problems.
About half of them harbored at least one bacterium that was resistant to three or more commonly
prescribed antibiotics.
You should simply ignore “natural” claims.
We found no significant difference in the average number of types of bacteria between conventional
samples and those labeled “no antibiotics” or “organic.”
“More deaths were attributed to poultry than to any other commodity”—according to an analysis of
outbreaks from 1998 through 2008 by the national Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Now what about the high cost of cheap everything else?
Full American employment and high American wages are impossible—unsustainable—without
commensurate American prices and spending on American-made goods.

I'd say we're really stupid, but I think future generations will accuse us of something worse, something
unnatural.

889.
What Kind of Idiot with a Death Wish?
December 22, 2013
There is no price low enough, no tariff high enough, to justify the purchase—or use—of anything from
China.
You buy a damned soap dish and your money goes to the People's Liberation Army.
Buy something electronic and . . .
“Closer Look: Xiaomi Bets the Next Big Internet Thing Is Your Wi-Fi Router”
[Caixin link — December 17, 2013]
•

First, the set-up process is much easier than traditional routers. Second, the 1TB storage capacity
turns the router into a household data hub. In addition, it supports plug-in features, such as a
downloader and various cloud services. Finally, a quick connection with other devices is more
convenient, allowing remote control of the router from the PC end and mobile apps.

“Hacked from China: Is your kettle spying on you?”
www.cbsnews.com/news/hacked-from-china-is-your-kettle-spying-on-you
•

•

It is easy to forget the more mundane ways consumer privacy is at risk. Like your iron or kettle.
According to a report on state-owned TV in Russia (via the BBC) . . . some irons imported from
China allegedly showed evidence of including wireless spy chips that could connect to unprotected
Wi-Fi networks and spread viruses. And tech blog The Register notes that reportedly chips were also
found in kettles.
It sounds like a spy thriller spoof, but this is hardly the first time Chinese products were reported
infested with ways for someone to break into systems. There was the report last year that a
researcher found a so-called back door in a military-grade computer chip, meaning that someone
could, from anywhere, get ready access to the chip and, through it, connected systems. If militarygrade products can be compromised, consumer products can be as well. Former U.S. counterterrorism head Richard Clarke says that any electronics product made in China is potentially
vulnerable.

. . . all they have to do is flip a switch.
Military. Industrial. Congressional. Complex.
The big guns are for show.

890.
Foods, Frauds, FAQs
December 23, 2013
Answers to some recent FAQs:
•

•
•
•

“Privacy” used to imply “secrecy.” Times have changed. When you hear the word “privacy,” think
“ownership and control”—for example, when someone says the Chinese are using consumer
electronics to invade the privacy of Americans.
“Invade” still implies “invade.”
The fundamental requirement of a statesman is the ability to recognize the difference between a
friend and an enemy. This, I think, must apply to U.S. ambassadors to China as well.
Americans are being hoodwinked by a 3,000-year-old culture of people we cannot understand.

“Round Three in Epic Duel Between Spanish Bank(st)er and Judge”
www.ragingbullshit.com/2013/12/22/seconds-out-round-three-in-the-epic-duel-between-bankster-and-judge
•

In this golden age of revolving-door democracy, we have become all but inured to the sight of deeply
compromised senior figures flitting between the hallowed halls of government and the gilded corner
offices of some of the world's most powerful banks, and making a packet along the way. In the U.S.
mass migrations of senior banking figures (Robert Rubin, John Corzine, Hank Paulson, Gary Gensler
. . .) from Wall Street to government helped pave the way to the financial sector's takeover of
government.

“Israel’s Fischer picked to be next Fed vice chair: source”
www.reuters.com/article/2013/12/11/us-usa-fed-fischer-idUSBRE9BA10S20131211
•

Fischer, a naturalized American citizen, quit his job as head of Israel's central bank on June 30, three
years into his second five-year term. Asked about his next job at a conference in Tel Aviv on
Monday [December 9], he said: “The advice I received was not to accept a position until I had waited
at least six months, which is in three weeks, so it seems like I am nearing a decision.”

“Forget the Food Industry: Rediscover the Pleasure of Buying, Cooking, and Eating Real Food”
www.yesmagazine.org/issues/how-to-eat-like-our-lives-depend-on-it/reclaiming-the-joy-of-real-food-1
•

•

The food industry spends billions a year on gleaming research centers staffed with white-coated
scientists who concoct foods that electrify our brains like Times Square on New Year's Eve. If food
companies can convince us they're the only practical source of the pleasures and sensuality of the
table, then we'll be hooked on their products.
Eating great-tasting food regularly makes you realize processed food hits our pocketbooks hard but
shortchanges us on pleasure. The best way to build a popular movement is not by being scolds, but

by being fun and exciting. And we can do that by starting a food revolution that meets people where
they eat.
“Parts Unknown: Detroit”
www.cnn.com/video/shows/anthony-bourdain-parts-unknown/season-2/detroit/index.html
•

•

The only place I've ever been that looks anything like Detroit does now is Chernobyl. I'm not being
funny. That's the truth. But you have to admire the bold, proud, ferociously enterprising survivors
who have decided to hang on, hang in, and figure out a way to not only survive, but do something
extraordinary.
Empty lots and burned-out buildings are bad. But are cupcake shops, galleries, and artisanal baristas
necessarily better? Maybe, probably, but maybe not. And we better ask ourselves if that's what we
want.

Anthony Bourdain's crew did a good job of filming the unfilmable. Every American should see Detroit
before Detroit comes to see them.

891.
A Christmas Carol — The Original Manuscript
December 25, 2013
Why so many TV and film versions of the Charles Dickens classic?
They keep you from reading the original.
“Full text of ‘A Christmas Carol The original manuscript’”
https://archive.org/details/achristmascarolt30368gut
•

Transcriber's Note: this is a facsimile version of the original manuscript, hand-written by Charles
Dickens. Every effort has been made to preserve the appearance of the First Edition—page breaks
and labels have been kept, to match the original script, and spelling, grammar and typographical
errors have been left unchanged.

You'll love this.
Merry Christmas.

892.
Rest Ye Wary
December 25, 2013
“So that the reverence and the gaiety / May not be forgotten in later experience, / In the bored habituation,
the fatigue, the tedium, / The awareness of death, the consciousness of failure, / Or in the piety of the convert
/ Which may be tainted with a self-conceit / Displeasing to God and disrespectful to children. . . .” — T.S.
Eliot
Items, December 25, 2013:
“The Virtues of Mutiny and Desertion”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/12/25/the-virtues-of-mutiny-and-desertion
•

In Staffordshire, England there's a WW1 “Shot At Dawn” monument honoring the 306 British and
Commonwealth soldiers executed for desertion or “cowardice” under fire.

“Uruguayan president signs bill legalizing marijuana trade”
www.rt.com/news/uruguay-president-signs-marijuana-779
•

However, Mujica has been criticized by the international community for the legislation. Raymond
Yans from the UN's International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) described the move as
“surprising” and said Uruguay “knowingly decided to break the universally agreed and
internationally endorsed treaty”. His comments provoked a heated reaction from the Uruguayan
President who struck back, accusing Yans of being a “liar”. “Tell that old man to stop lying,” Mujica
[78] said in an interview with Uruguay's Canal 4.

“He let them laugh, and little heeded them; for he was wise enough to know that nothing ever happened on
this globe, for good, at which some people did not have their fill of laughter at the outset.” — Charles
Dickens

893.
Exhibits . . . the veracity of which may vary
December 26, 2013
One of the most outrageous things I hear—every day—is:
“I just don't know who to believe anymore.”
Really? That's why nature gave you a brain? So your children can be more easily cannibalized?
Exhibits of interest, the veracity of which will vary:
“Why China is stepping up its presence in the Detroit auto industry”
www.csmonitor.com/USA/2013/1225/Why-China-is-stepping-up-its-presence-in-Detroit-auto-industry
•

The city's population drain, which left acres of vacant real estate, may look dire to most, but the
Chinese see opportunity, says Tom Watkins, a US-China business consultant who serves on the
University of Michigan Confucius Institute Board of Advisors in Ann Arbor. (The Chinese
government has funded some 440 Confucius Institutes worldwide “to promote Chinese language and
culture,” according to the Confucius Institute headquarters.)

“Letter to Boeing’s Boss: Squeezing workers for corporate welfare”
www.nader.org/2013/12/26/letter-boeings-boss-squeezing-workers-corporate-welfare
•

For starters read the current copy of The American Conservative magazine's cover story titled
“Japan's Plan to Unmake Boeing,” describing the full assistance of Boeing.

“Arthroscopic Partial Meniscectomy versus Sham Surgery for a Degenerative Meniscal Tear”
www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMoa1305189
•

Arthroscopic partial meniscectomy is one of the most common orthopedic procedures, yet rigorous
evidence of its efficacy is lacking. In this trial involving patients without knee osteoarthritis but with
symptoms of a degenerative medial meniscus tear, the outcomes after arthroscopic partial
meniscectomy were no better than those after a sham surgical procedure.

“No. 580: November Labor Data and M3, October Household Income”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-580-november-labor-data-and-m3-october-household-income
•

Current Headline Labor Numbers Have Little Meaning — November Unemployment: 7.0% (U.3),
13.2% (U.6), 23.2% (ShadowStats)

“Local courts reviving ‘debtors’ prison’ for overdue fines, fees”
www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/12/26/local-courts-reviving-debtors-prison-for-overdue-fines-fees
•

Reforms eventually outlawed the practice. But . . . it's been reborn in local courts which may not be
aware it's against the law. It doesn't look like a bargain. For example, according to the report,
Mecklenburg County, N.C., collected $33,476 in debts in 2009, but spent $40,000 jailing 246
debtors.

Who are we doing this for?
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Who are we doing this for?

894.
“Duck Dynasty” starring Shinzo Abe
December 27, 2013
My title—“‘Duck Dynasty’ starring Shinzo Abe”—is really P.T. Barnum's “There's a sucker born every
minute.” The producers of “Phil Robertson Riles Gays” and “Japan and China Rile Each Other” are riling
gullible Americans and laughing all the way to the bank.
Earlier today, I saw a huge homemade Christmas decoration, a big cursive scribble that said:
“Be kinder”
I smiled, of course, and felt a little guilty; but, in my own defense, I'm not sure I could be any kinder in any
real way. I've never known anyone to give up so much for 300 million people he's never met. But I'm not
complaining. It's just what politicians have to do: sacrifice and feel.
(Don't laugh.) It works. I've already lived where 300 million Americans are headed—so I hope you can
forgive me for warning, with increasing frequency, with angry words. Anger is, after all, our commonest
expression of fear. I won't lose any sleep over a TV duck hunter (with a master's degree, by the way) making
an exceptional living, but I do worry very much about my favorite country's real economy losing, every
single day and for no good reason, productive jobs and more than a billion dollars in real wealth to China and
Japan.
What really scares me—what can rile me to angry expression—is the human toll of this trade loss, the lives
untallied by the bureaucrats. My fellow American citizens are in pain. They're dying, literally, every day—
and who knows how many Americans will never be born?—because our country's global business losses are
more than just numbers, and no one seems to care.

895.
Donkey Meat & Other Delights
December 27, 2013
“Fox flesh found in donkey meat package in Wal-Mart store”
[Shanghai Daily link—December 23, 2013]
•

The supermarket claimed Wang had purchased 1,600 packages of donkey meat and suspected him of
trying to extort money. The donkey meat producer also denied any problems, the report said. A fox
breeder surnamed Xue told the newspaper fox meat sells for about 6 yuan (US$0.99) per kilogram,
which is cheaper than donkey meat.

“The Good War, Revisited”
www.counterpunch.org/2013/12/27/the-good-war-revisited
•

The total [Japanese] dead: more than 2.7 million. In contrast, American military deaths totaled
100,997. Even though Japan had announced on Aug. 10 its intentions to surrender . . . Arnold
directed a 1014-plane air raid on Tokyo, blasting the city to ruins and killing thousands. Not one
American plane was lost and the unconditional surrender was signed before the planes had returned
to their bases. This raid, like the dropping of A-bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, was aimed at
Moscow as much as Japan, designed to impress Stalin with the implacable might of the United
States.

“China must retaliate for Japanese prime minister’s war shrine visit: official media”
[South China Morning Post link—December 27, 2013]
•

China must take “excessive” counter-measures after Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's
controversial war shrine visit, state-run media urged on Friday, reflecting the smouldering resentment
among Chinese at its onetime invader.

“Is the TPP About Free Trade or Economic Nationalism?”
www.cato.org/blog/confused-about-tpp-dont-worry-so-everyone-else
•

“Dollar to the Giant” note: I'm including this article as an example of the disinformation being
generated by our leading think tanks. Please remember that the Cato Institute was founded as the
Charles Koch Foundation.

“Adam Smith, Communitarian”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/adam-smith-communitarian

•

Smith is too often positioned as the godfather of “unfettered markets, libertarian governments,
interactions solely for the purpose of satisfaction, and atomistic cosmopolitanism.” What has been
lost is Smith's “clarion call for personal relationships” as the basis for human society and his
advocacy for a functioning pluralism . . . that is at the heart of Theory of Moral Sentiments.

896.
Healthy Skepticism and Hard Work, Linked Links
December 28, 2013
“Expensive cities are killing creativity”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/12/expensive-cities-are-killing-creativity2013121065856922461.html
•

The long-time New Yorker's take? Get out.

“Write-A-House”
www.writeahouse.com
•

Our mission is simple: to enliven the literary arts of Detroit by renovating homes and giving them to
authors, journalists, poets, aka writers. It's like a writer-in-residence program, only in this case we're
actually giving the writer the residence, forever.

“Academics Who Defend Wall St. Reap Reward”
www.nytimes.com/2013/12/28/business/academics-who-defend-wall-st-reap-reward.html
•

Major players on Wall Street and elsewhere have been aggressive in underwriting and promoting
academic work. The efforts by the financial players, the interviews show, are part of a sweeping
campaign to beat back regulation and shape policies that affect the prices that people around the
world pay for essentials like food, fuel and cotton.

“Epitaph of a Small Winner: A new look at the grand, glad-handing career of Dale Carnegie”
www.bookforum.com/inprint/020_04/12472
•

•

He announced to his parents that he was decamping for New York to change “the course of my life.”
He would become an actor. After six months at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, Carnegie
landed a bit role in a traveling play called Polly of the Circus.
Around this time he wrote to his parents, “Now you see how money is made. It is not by hard work.”

“Message to Police”—Video—Published on Dec 1, 2013
www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOsN-P5abVg
•

Is there anything the politicians could enact into law that you wouldn't enforce . . . or will you do
absolutely anything your bosses tell you to?

“Social Influence and the Collective Dynamics of Opinion Formation”
www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0078433
•

Social influence is the process by which individuals adapt their opinion, revise their beliefs, or
change their behavior as a result of social interactions with other people. In our strongly
interconnected [?] society, social influence plays a prominent role in many self-organized phenomena
such as herding in cultural markets, the spread of ideas and innovations, and the amplification of
fears during epidemics. Yet, the mechanisms of opinion formation remain poorly understood [?], and
existing physics-based models lack systemic empirical validation. Here, we report two controlled
experiments showing how participants answering factual questions revise their initial judgments after
being exposed to the opinion and confidence level of others.

897.
Keeping An Eye On Detroit As It Heads Your Way
December 29, 2013
The worst of Detroit is yet to come—to the rest of us—if we refuse to learn the lesson. None of this would
be happening if our government hadn't allowed foreign governments to target American industry and leave
us with a fictitious economy.
No matter what you do, your job is not safe. At this moment, some private interest somewhere is working
against you. Low-cost offshore and imported workers can be trained to perform any task or service.
This is Globalism—it is the opposite of Patriotism—and it afflicts both parties.
“Detroit Wins $55 Million in Concessions From 2 Banks”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2013/12/24/detroit-wins-55-million-in-concessions-from-2-banks
•

•
•

Without the concessions, the banks, under unusual provisions in the bankruptcy law, would have had
the power to go after Detroit for the full swap termination fee, about $294 million, even though the
city is broke and other creditors are expecting to get pennies on the dollar.
Now that the two banks have offered fresh concessions, Detroit will be able to borrow a smaller
amount.
When the swaps are terminated, Detroit hopes to use the money to backstop a new loan from another
bank, Barclays Capital.

“‘Safe Harbor’ in Bankruptcy Is Upended in Detroit Case”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2013/12/23/safe-harbor-in-bankruptcy-is-upended-in-detroit-case
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Two large banks are poised to receive hundreds of millions of dollars to cancel a deal that helped
push the city into bankruptcy in the first place.
The city is seeking to borrow $350 million from another bank, Barclays Capital, to finance its
operations in bankruptcy, and it needs to resolve the swaps deal before it can get the loan.
The bulk of the $350 million loan will go to pay UBS and Bank of America to terminate the swap
contracts.
Congress began exempting derivatives from the automatic stays on collecting debts in bankruptcy in
1978.
But every few years after that, Congress broadened [the exemptions] and added new types of
derivatives, including swaps in 1990.
The expansion of the safe harbor helped the derivatives industry to grow. The growth then led to
bigger risks of a meltdown, prompting calls from the derivatives industry for Congress to expand the
safe harbor even further.
The terms of the swaps called for Detroit to make regular payments to UBS and Merrill Lynch
Capital Services, now part of Bank of America.
Detroit has been doing so, even in bankruptcy. The swaps now cost it about $36 million a year.

•

The borrowing required an unusual structure to avoid violating the city's legal debt limit. In 2009,
the debt was downgraded to junk, putting the city out of compliance with the terms of the swaps. So
Detroit restructured the swap obligations, offering the two banks the tax revenue it received from
local casinos as a backstop.

“The Detroit Bankruptcy”
www.demos.org/sites/default/files/publications/Detroit_Bankruptcy-Demos.pdf
•

•

•

•

Contrary to widely held belief, Detroit does not have a spending problem. Since the outset of the
Great Recession, the city's total expenses have actually decreased by $356.3 million, driven by a 38
percent reduction ($419.1 million in absolute terms) in operating expenses, although its financial
expenses have gone up.
The banks and insurance companies were in a far better position to understand the magnitude of these
[swap deal] risks and they had at least an ethical duty to forbear from providing the swaps under such
precarious circumstances. The law recognizes special duties that sophisticated financial institutions
owe to special entities like cities in providing complex financial products. A strong case can be made
that the banks that sold these swaps may have breached their ethical, and possibly legal, obligations
to the city in executing these deals.
The city's counterparty on certain of the pension swaps was a small firm from Ohio, called SBS
Financial, reportedly backed by Merrill Lynch and Bank of America. This unusual arrangement calls
for further inquiry. . . .
Sean Werdlow, Detroit's Chief Financial Officer at the time of the initial COPs [certificates of
participation, a financial structure municipalities often use to get around debt restrictions] financing,
reportedly assumed a position at SBS in November, five months after the deal closed.

“Detroit’s Deals with Financial Institutions Led to Disaster”
www.epi.org/blog/detroits-deals-financial-institutions-led
•
•

Sean Werdlow is employed by Siebert Brandford Shank & Co., LLC; he's now the Senior Managing
Director and Chief Operating Officer.
In 2005, the principal owners of Siebert Brandford Shank created a separate single purpose corporate
entity, SBS Financial Products Company, LLC . . . to serve as a principal in interest rate swap
transactions with Siebert Brandford Shank municipal issuer clients.

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity. . . .

898.
“Contrary to expectations, the city seemed to wake up and
react.”
December 30, 2013
I was born in Chicago and grew up in the awareness of organized crime. The two worst kinds of cowards
were: (1) bullies in groups, and (2) people who pretended to be wise.
Please stop thinking of Barack Obama as Chicagoan. If he'd actually grown up on my turf, he'd be different
today—having been pink-bellied for economic treason on every suburban playground he dared set foot.
“Addiopizzo”
www.addiopizzo.org/english.asp
•
•
•

It is the system the mafia uses to impose tax and bring territory under their control. The next day,
Palermo woke up with walls, light poles and phone booths covered by these stickers:
“A WHOLE PEOPLE WHO PAYS THE PIZZO IS A PEOPLE WITHOUT DIGNITY”
Contrary to expectations, the city seemed to wake up and react.

“Overthrow the Speculators”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/overthrow_the_speculators_20131229
•

•

Speculators at megabanks or investment firms such as Goldman Sachs are not, in a strict sense,
capitalists. They do not make money from the means of production. Rather, they ignore or rewrite
the law—ostensibly put in place to protect the vulnerable from the powerful—to steal from everyone,
including their shareholders. They are parasites. They feed off the carcass of industrial capitalism.
They produce nothing. They make nothing. They just manipulate money. Speculation in the 17th
century was a crime. Speculators were hanged.
We won't be saved by anyone in Washington. We will have to save ourselves. We will have to
transform our communities, cities and states into places where the consent of the governed is no
longer a joke. We will have to take back power, which in a corporate state is financial power, from
the venal class of speculators who hold us hostage. In open defiance, we will have to build our own
independent institutions. Of course the speculators will fight back. And they will fight dirty—they
know the consequences of this revolt.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
•

No matter who you blame—Washington, Wall Street, the Big Banks, Globalization—they all have at
least one thing in common: they all get all their power from us.

•

When our democracy is acceptable, America's real economy acceptable, when the game is no longer
rigged against us, we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation and financial
support—under conditions acceptable to the common man.

In two days: a new year.

899.
There Must Be a Resolution in Here Somewhere
January 1, 2014
Yesterday, I had a joy of a spontaneous discussion with a group of strangers, children in their late teens and
early twenties. They get it. So what's the problem? They don't believe they can make any difference.

900.
A Must-Read, Must-Watch, Might Be Time
January 2, 2014
Sometime during 2013, a young college-educated (and still underemployed) citizen was shocked to hear me
recommend an active interest in his country's well-being. He'd been taught that when things get bad enough,
revolutions always “pop up” to correct them—and so all he had to do was wait.
“The Bête Noire of the French Establishment” — a must-read by Diana Johnstone
www.counterpunch.org/2014/01/01/the-bete-noire-of-the-french-establishment
•

French mainstream media and politicians are starting off the New Year with a shared resolution for
2014: permanently muzzle a . . . comedian who is getting to be too popular among young people. In
between Christmas and New Year's Eve, no less than the President of the Republic . . . said his
government must find a way to ban performances by the comedian. The leader of the conservative
opposition party . . . immediately chimed in with his “total support” for silencing the unmanageable
entertainer. In the unanimous media chorus, the weekly Nouvel Observateur editorialized that [the
comedian] is “already dead”, washed up. . . .

“To Protect And Infect: The Militarization of the Internet”
http://media.ccc.de/browse/congress/2013/30C3_-_5713_-_en_-_saal_2_-_201312301130__to_protect_and_infect_part_2_-_jacob.html
•

[A long video but a must-watch. Remember to follow the money trail—behind and beyond.]

“Make Your Own Teeth”
www.harpers.org/blog/2013/12/make-your-own-teeth
•

His pension plan does not include dental. I can sympathize, because though I teach at a university
whose name is synonymous around the world with medical science and public health, I don't have
dental insurance, either.

“Theft by other means: China’s assault on foreign companies”
www.aei-ideas.org/2013/12/theft-by-other-means-chinas-assault-on-foreign-companies
•

[There's some important information hidden in this sales pitch—some about China, more about
crooked weasels in weasel think tanks. Reader beware—and follow the money trail.]

“Abe’s policies toward China to boomerang”

[China Daily link—January 2, 2014]
•

Given that Japan's interests are deeply rooted in Asia and that it is impossible for the country to risk
its “enormous” trade with China, Abe's nationalism “will not go far,” Wu said.

“Obama, Clinton Continue Reign as Most Admired”
www.gallup.com/poll/166646/obama-clinton-continue-reign-admired-man-woman.aspx
•

She has dominated the Most Admired Woman list since becoming first lady in 1993, failing to finish
first only in 1995 and 1996 to Mother Teresa, and in 2001 to Laura Bush.

It's 2014. It might be time to do something about it.

901.
Cui Bono Bull Poopo?
January 3, 2014
I'll send you a couple of perversely interesting articles with Cui Bono-Bull Poopo warnings.
Modern communication will free us or kill us. It depends on what's communicated—and cui bono?
I wish someone would put a cork in their outrage long enough to consider the money behind, for example,
the NSA and the USA.
And then put a cork in their denial. We're being lied to. We're being eliminated. We're paying for the
privileges.
Count the casualties. Now tell me we're among friends.
“U.S. factory, jobs data show underlying strength in economy”
www.nytimes.com/reuters/2014/01/02/business/02reuters-usa-economy-jobs.html
•
•

While manufacturing accounts for only about 12 percent of the economy, it has been the key driver of
recovery from the 2007-09 recession. Its continued show of strength. . . .
FIRING ON ALL CYLINDERS: From employment to consumer spending and industrial
production, the economy is showing remarkable strength, even as growth is expected to slow
considerably in the last three months of 2013. . . .

“China set to overtake US as world’s biggest goods trader”
[China Daily link—January 4, 2014]
•

•

The size of the value of the trade in goods tells just one side of the story. The other side is that
China's export competitiveness, as well as the competitiveness of its trade structure, is far behind the
US.
Although the value of China's goods trade is likely to overtake the US, its trade in services remains
less developed.

If the shoe fits:
Put a cork in it and stop funding the enemy with your consumer habits.
We've real work to do.

902.
Shrouded in Illusions of Personal Freedom
January 4, 2014
This morning's familiar task: the piles of articles telling us what's wrong and whose fault it is.
With little exaggeration: there's not a dime's worth of difference among them.
All these topics, all these experts—all engaging us to the same understanding that there's nothing we can do.
Something stinks.
I was going to write about it, but then I stumbled on this from last March:
“The new propaganda is liberal. The new slavery is digital.”
www.johnpilger.com/articles/the-new-propaganda-is-liberal-the-new-slavery-is-digital
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

IF. . . .

In the 1970s, I met Leni Riefenstahl and asked her about her epic films that glorified the Nazis.
She told me that the “messages” of her films were dependent not on “orders from above,” but on the
“submissive void” of the German public. Did that include the liberal, educated bourgeoisie?
“Everyone,” she said. Today, we prefer to believe that there is no submissive void.
Riefenstahl's submissive void is today's digital slavery. Edward Said described this wired state . . . as
taking imperialism where navies could never reach. It is the ultimate means of social control because
it is voluntary, addictive and shrouded in illusions of personal freedom. Today's “message” of
grotesque inequality, social injustice and war is the propaganda of liberal democracies.
Whereas a generation ago, dissent and biting satire were allowed in the “mainstream,” today their
counterfeits are acceptable and a fake moral zeitgeist rules.
Hollywood has returned to its Cold War role, led by liberals.
When Iranian students occupied the US embassy in Tehran in 1979, they found a trove of
incriminating documents, which revealed that an Israeli spy network was operating inside the US,
stealing top scientific and military secrets. Today, the duplicitous Zionist ally—not Iran—is the one
and only nuclear threat in the Middle East.
In 1977, Carl Bernstein, famed for his Watergate reporting, disclosed that more than 400 journalists
and executives of mostly liberal US media organizations had worked for the CIA in the past 25
years. They included journalists from the New York Times, Time, and the big TV broadcasters.
“Propaganda always wins,” said Leni Riefenstahl, “if you allow it.”

903.
Superb New Article—Free No Paywall
January 5, 2014
On 12/26, I linked an article by Ralph Nader recommending this month's The American Conservative cover
story
“Japan’s Plan to Unmake Boeing”
www.theamericanconservative.com/archive/januaryfebruary-2014
by Eamonn Fingleton. Today, in Forbes, in
“Secret Wounds Of Globalism: Boeing Sells Its Technology—Cheap—To Japan”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/01/05/secret-wounds-of-globalism-boeing-sells-its-secretscheap-to-japan
author Fingleton links to his original full text
“Boeing Goes To Pieces”
www.fingleton.net/boeing-goes-to-pieces
•

Where Japanese industrial “targeting” is concerned, America never seems to learn.

free of charge, no paywall, and you should read it.

904.
Is this a great country or what?
January 5, 2014
I'm feeling grateful today: for the people who've kept me alive and for a country that will treasure something
like “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” (www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4) in
the Library of Congress (Registration Number TXu001877451).
I hope this means the Librarian still believes in democracy. In any case, the genocidal narcissists in
Congress can't say I didn't warn them—nor can the genocidal sociopaths at Bank of America, JPMorgan
Chase, and American Express. If I had any student loans, I'd have pulled the plug on them, too.
The Uncle of His Country is no useless windbag.
From my “Dollar to the Giant” archives of April 2012—April 15, to be clear:
“In every way, we’d all be richer with a poor President”
Exactly thirty years ago, I was sitting in a cafe in Italy, wearing a custom gabardine suit and drinking
Campari with my best gal.
Life was good.
A little more than four years ago, I shut down my business to spend my time and savings raising awareness
about our country's economic vulnerability.
Strangely, perhaps, life was even better.
Last night, I flossed and spat another piece of broken tooth—the fourth molar I've lost in four years, the
fourth molar I cannot afford to repair. I crawled into my tattered sleeping bag on the floor of yet another
borrowed shelter, grateful not to be spending the night in my pickup truck.
I hardly know what to say, except that I heartily recommend it to everyone.
President Obama just filed his 2011 tax return. He and Michelle Obama made $789,674—down from $1.7
million in 2010 and $5.5 million in 2009.
Still, our President is a wealthy man—a very wealthy man.
And, you might know, a very talented performer. I've seen him keep a straight face and claim to represent
the American middle class—at the same time!
Certainly, there can be no shortage of talented performers among our wealthy Top 1%—or talented
speechwriters, I suspect.

Do you think we're in good hands? Are these wealthy “representatives” of ours capable of representing
anything worthwhile?
Do you think they take us seriously? Understand us? Feel what we feel?
I tend to doubt it. Money—especially a little extra money—insulates people from the scary stuff.
A lot of extra money—which, by the way, I never begrudge an honest man—can insulate us from the good
stuff, too, if we're not careful.
Employed Americans, now preoccupied with their own fears, are increasingly disconnected from their lessfortunate brethren. American citizens are turning their backs on one another.
Where's the incentive for wealthy politicians to feel what ordinary citizens feel—and consequently act in the
public interest?
Where's the self-sacrifice so essential to public service and to public spirit? It's difficult to imagine any of
these Democrats and Republicans voluntarily making any real sacrifices anymore.
(Trading the emotional well-being of one's spouse and children for one's personal ambition does not qualify.
This is rather the antithesis of real sacrifice.)
In every way, we'd all be richer with a poor President. Material wealth is no reliable indicator of anything
but material wealth—examples abound—and we don't need any more leaders with a lifelong habit of
following their greed.
A better-adjusted President could and would devote more of his/her energy to our working and middle
classes. More industry and agriculture would create more new wealth. As the real economy grew, even the
rich would become richer.
Nothing wrong with opportunity for everyone.
My own poverty might be self-imposed, or it might only have begun with such a commitment. In any case,
it's authentic, uncomfortable, and utterly necessary.
I could not do what I'm doing without suffering what our people are suffering. My personal experience must
reflect the experience of my fellow citizens.
As my country declines, so must I. To do otherwise would render me a useless fraud.
As my country's infrastructure crumbles, so must my personal infrastructure crumble.
When I have the time and money—or if the physical pain becomes intolerable—I'll see a dentist and a
doctor.
Right now, there's work to do—work that will not wait—and my country is more important than my comfort.
I think every Presidential candidate should have the same commitment—don't you?
—

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
[transcript]

905.
“mentally deranged by a carefully orchestrated historical
amnesia, a state-induced stupidity”
January 6, 2014
“The Last Gasp of American Democracy”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_last_gasp_of_american_democracy_20140105
•
•

•

•

I saw evil of this kind as a reporter in the Stasi state of East Germany.
Obsequious courtiers posing as journalists dutifully sanctify state power and amplify its falsehoods—
MSNBC does this as slavishly as Fox News—while also filling our heads with the inanity of
celebrity gossip and trivia. Our culture wars, which allow politicians and pundits to hyperventilate
over nonsubstantive issues, mask a political system that has ceased to function.
We, like those in all emergent totalitarian states, have been mentally deranged by a carefully
orchestrated historical amnesia, a state-induced stupidity. We increasingly do not remember what it
means to be free. And because we do not remember, we do not react with appropriate ferocity. . . .
The leaders of the two major parties, fatuous academics, pundits and a bankrupt press, must be driven
from the temples of power. Mass street protests and prolonged civil disobedience are our only hope.
A failure to rise up—which is what the corporate state is counting upon—will see us enslaved.

“Top 10 Proofs People Can Be Completely Manipulated Without Hypnosis”
www.davidswanson.org/node/4287
•
•

#6: In poll after poll, 75% to 85% of the United States say their system of government is broken. Yet
what remains the top piece of advice to agitators for change? That's right: “Work within the system.”
#10: People have been dying since before recorded history, and yet only those who pretend to believe
nobody dies can be considered serious, honest, upstanding folk. That there's another longer life helps
us not worry so much about getting screwed in this one. Perhaps it also helps us in allowing our
“representatives” to routinely end the lives of so many foreign, and thus ignorant, people.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

A higher form of financial responsibility, one that considers the difference between virtue and vanity, virtue
and cowardice.

906.
Busting the Trade Report and So Much More
January 7, 2014
Merry Christmas to our friends with Julian calendars!
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—November 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased [-12.7%] to $34.3 billion in
November from $39.3 billion in October (revised), as exports increased and imports decreased.”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Surplus in services up +0.9 of 1%
Deficit in goods down -8.3%
Non-petroleum goods deficit down -0.5 of 1%
Petroleum goods deficit down -22.1%
The October to November increase in exports of goods reflected increases in industrial supplies and
materials (+$0.7 billion)
The November 2012 to November 2013 increase in exports of goods reflected increases in industrial
supplies and materials (+$3.1 billion)
The October to November decrease in imports of goods reflected decreases in industrial supplies and
materials (-$4.3 billion)
The November 2012 to November 2013 decrease in imports of goods reflected decreases in industrial
supplies and materials (-$6.9 billion)

Not Seasonally Adjusted, Census Basis:
•

Our $26.9 billion goods deficit with China represented 52.5% of our total goods deficit. This
includes oil.

“Would as Many as 1 Million Be Alive if the Media Had Done Its Job”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/21043-is-the-media-now-just-another-word-for-control
•

I use the first person, “we” and “our,” in line with newsreaders and commentators who often say
“we,” preferring not to distinguish between the criminal power of our governments and us, the
public. We are all assumed to be part of a consensus: Tory and Labour, Obama's White House, too.

“Is There No Cure for the IRS’s Perpetual Political Outrages? How the Tax Code is Used to Suppress
Political Opponents”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/01/07/is-there-no-cure-for-the-irss-perpetual-political-outrages

•

Perhaps Roosevelt's most pernicious tax skullduggery occurred in 1944 when he spiked an IRS audit
of massive illegal campaign contributions from a government contractor to Texas Rep. Lyndon
Johnson. Johnson's career would likely have been destroyed if Texans had learned of his dirty
dealing. Instead, Johnson survived, and scores of thousands of Americans and more than a million
Vietnamese died as a result. President John F. Kennedy raised the political exploitation of the IRS to
an art form.

“Camille Paglia: A Feminist Defense of Masculine Virtues”
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303997604579240022857012920
•

•

•

Ms. Paglia relishes her outsider persona, having previously described herself as an egomaniac and
“abrasive, strident and obnoxious.” Talking to her is like a mental CrossFit workout. One moment
she's praising pop star Rihanna (“a true artist”), then blasting ObamaCare (“a monstrosity,” though
she voted for the president), global warming (“a religious dogma”), and the idea that all gay people
are born gay (“the biggest canard,” yet she herself is a lesbian).
She sees the tacit elevation of “female values”—such as sensitivity, socialization and cooperation—
as the main aim of teachers, rather than fostering creative energy and teaching hard geographical and
historical facts. By her lights, things only get worse in higher education.
Politically correct, inadequate education, along with the decline of America's brawny industrial base,
leaves many men with “no models of manhood,” she says. “Masculinity is just becoming something
that is imitated from the movies.”

“China Exclusive: No rush to rebalance China’s economy: economist”
[Xinhua link—January 3, 2014]
•

“So why should we think unbalanced growth is bad, when the growth processes of the successful
countries have all been unbalanced,” he said. He warned that prompting balance prematurely may
actually incur stagnation.

A special “Христос се роди” to Hillary Clinton's wealthy husband, who did more damage to the working
class, the middle class, and the real economy than any other traitor in world history.

907.
Globalization Leaves Every Occupation Vulnerable To
Global Competition
January 8, 2014
Globalization leaves every occupation vulnerable to global competition. Every job can be lost; every wage
can be cut. If you think you're safe, you're already in trouble. Multinationals, enabled by corrupt U.S.
government, abetted by competitive foreign governments, are in the process of replacing every American
paycheck.* If we remain passive—worse yet, if we continue to support this—they will succeed.
Globalism is not patriotism. When we stand with our neighbors, we better understand the world.
“Euro area unemployment rate at 12.1%”
www.epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-08012014-BP/EN/3-08012014-BP-EN.PDF
•

•
•
•

The euro area (EA17) seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 12.1% in November 2013, stable
since April. The EU28 unemployment rate was 10.9%, stable since May. In both zones, the rates
increased compared with November 2012, when they were 11.8% and 10.8% respectively.
Compared with November 2012, unemployment rose by 278,000 in the EU28 and 452,000 in the
euro area.
EU28 total unemployed: 26,553,000
United States total unemployed: 10,860,000

“Met police want water cannon ready to use in Britain by summer”
www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/jan/08/met-police-water-cannon-britain
•
•

Water cannon have not previously been available to police on mainland Britain, and their use has
been limited to Northern Ireland.
Critics warn it is a step towards the militarisation of the police and could be used to stifle the
democratic right to protest.

*This includes journalists' and politicians' paychecks, of course—something journalists and politicians don't
seem to comprehend.

908.
We Don’t Need To Redistribute Anything Except Freedom
January 9, 2014
If I were a wealthy oligarch, I'd be naturally hated by the hoi polloi. So as not to lose this power, I'd hire
professionals to denounce me in public.
Americans are entertained, to distraction, by any form of destruction, especially self-destruction, especially
their own self-destruction.
More than entertained—if the professionals have done their job—Americans feel empowered by their own
self-destruction.
I realize my words are widely regarded as un-American, but I never thought I'd live to see the day my fellow
citizens would be so stupid.
There's no other word for it, not today, when moral choice is mental convenience and we volunteer for mass
suicide, innocents and children in tow.
We don't need a class war. We don't need a revolution. We don't need to redistribute anything except
freedom.
What we need is to stop making things worse.
Today's links of interest and provocation:
“One of Robert Gates’ More Real Legacies”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/01/09/one-of-robert-gates-more-real-legacies
•

Without giving this fluff any further attention, it's time to consider something a little more important
and a little less comforting to those seeking to distract us from the effects of their handiwork.

“Obama, the Great Dis-Equalizer”
www.blackagendareport.com/content/obama-great-dis-equalizer
•

The Obama administration has many priorities, but nondiscrimination is not one of them. The
collapse of Black economic fortunes has been catastrophic.

“AIPAC’s Fed Candidate Stanley Fischer on a Warpath Against Iran”
http://original.antiwar.com/smith-grant/2013/12/27/aipacs-fed-candidate-stanley-fischer-on-a-warpathagainst-iran

•

•

The rushed campaign to insert Stanley Fischer straight from his position leading Israel's central bank
into the number two spot at the Federal Reserve has allowed little time for research into the
appointee's career or for informed public debate about his record.
In 2009 former AIPAC research director Martin Indyk, who was at the center of AIPAC's research
division during the FTA push, said that “the US-Israel Free Trade Agreement served as a wedge that
opened up the Congress to free trade agreements across the world, including the NAFTA agreement.”

“Janet Yellen, the Nation’s New Chief Slumlord”
www.charleshughsmith.blogspot.com/2014/01/janet-yellen-nations-new-chief-slumlord.html
•

Institutional ownership turns the rental housing stock into a Fed-enabled financial monoculture.

If I were you—and I am—I would pull a plug—and I am.

909.
First the Good News, Then the Revision-Riddled Jobs Report
January 10, 2014
Good news:
“Record-High 42% of Americans Identify as Independents”
www.gallup.com/poll/166763/record-high-americans-identify-independents.aspx
•

The 46% independent identification in the fourth quarter is a full three percentage points higher than
Gallup has measured in any quarter during its telephone polling era [since 1988].

Now:
“The Employment Situation—December 2013”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
We're being told the unemployment rate dropped to 6.7% but we gained only 74,000 total nonfarm jobs.
Without discussing how the free-trading, globally-stimulating Federal Reserve might capitalize on today's
“disappointing” jobs report or how the U.S. government must be awfully tempted to publish phony data for
those of us with Internet access, let's take a quick look at December's not seasonally adjusted figures, by our
government's own “admission”:
•
•
•

U-6 unemployment rate: 13.0%—up from 12.7% in November
Persons at work part time for economic reasons: up +427,000 from November
Not in Labor Force: up +817,000 to 92,338,000—a new all-time record to shatter last month's alltime record

Jobs—not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm jobs: down -246,000
Goods producing: down -212,000
Manufacturing: up +4,000
Electronic markets and agents and brokers: up +11,300
Retail trade: up +176,500
Department stores: up +60,500
Truck transportation: down -11,400
Couriers and messengers: up +72,400
Telecommunications: up +4,600
Finance and insurance: up +12,300
Monetary authorities - central bank: down -400
Administrative and support services: down -82,100
Professional and business services: down -44,000

•
•
•
•
•

Education and health services: down -61,000
Leisure and hospitality: down -53,000
Food services and drinking places: down -36,300
Government: down -126,000
U.S. Postal Service: up +10,000

A “disappointing” jobs report? Yes, I'd say so—to put it mildly—but not as disappointing as the criminal
government behind it, not as disappointing as the citizenry behind the criminal government, and not as
disappointing as next month's report will be.
Not seasonally adjusted, I remain,
Your Faithful Servant

910.
Where will the money come from and how will we live?
January 11, 2014
American jobs and real wealth production are lost to foreign countries—foreign competitors backed by
foreign governments that target American manufacturing and self-reliance. Think for a moment about the
wage levels in countries like Germany, Japan, South Korea—and, increasingly, China.
Keith Bradsher is one of my favorite reporters in the mainstream press. Here he treads carefully, and a bit
unusually, but—considering that he lives in China and works for The New York Times—he does a surprising
job of conveying the vital information.
I'll leave my readers to please consider where all this is headed.
The answers are simple. The solutions are even simpler.
“Even as Wages Rise, China Exports Grow”
www.nytimes.com/2014/01/10/business/international/chinese-exports-withstand-rising-labor-costs.html
•

A result of rising productivity and manufacturing overcapacity is that average prices for American
imports from China have actually dropped 0.9 percent in the last year as the renminbi has risen and
Chinese wages have soared, according to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington.
That decline in prices has kept the pressure on Western competitors—and kept Chinese exports
buoyant.

“No. 589: December Employment and Unemployment, Money Supply M3”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-589-december-employment-and-unemployment-money-supply-m3
•

Revisions Show Headline Unemployment Changes Are Meaningless. December Unemployment:
6.7% (U.3), 13.1% (U.6), 23.3% (ShadowStats)

“Finally . . . Some Accurate Perspectives on Gates’ Self-Serving Memoir”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/01/finally-some-accurate-perspectives-on.html
•

Now, with the publication of his memoir, Gates is attempting to deliver a coup de grace to Mr.
Obama on the dawn of a mid-term election . . . and this is just an opening shot. Benjamin Netanyahu,
with the help of many Democrats as well as Republicans, has another exceedingly dangerous caper
waiting in the wings. . . .

“Eugenics, American-Style”

www.counterpunch.org/2014/01/10/eugenics-american-style
•

California's eugenics program proved so efficient that in the 1930s, Nazi scientists asked California
eugenicists for advice on how to run their own sterilization regime. “Germany used California's
program as its chief example that this was a working, successful policy,” says Christina Cogdell,
author of Eugenic Design. “They modeled their law on California's law.”

No, the good news is not that there won't be any money for a eugenics program. . . .

911.
How’s That For A Spiritual Question?
January 12, 2014
From my platform:
“Religion: I hope to always have more spiritual questions than answers. You deserve no less. We do better
when our heads of state consider the possibility that all religions are correct.”
From a preacher:
“Jesus related to the weapons of the poor” [original]
www.frontiersman.com/faith/jesus-related-to-the-weapons-of-the-poor/article_581a5784-74b7-11e3-85f10019bb2963f4.html
“The Weapons of the Poor” [revised]
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/01/11/the-weapons-of-the-poor
•
•
•

•
•

Many were expendables who . . . were at wits end in their struggle to survive. It was from this
population that Jesus drew his disciples and found his listening audiences.
A text without context is a pretext.
It is the knowledge of the context of the life of Jesus that ought to keep every Christian minister
honest. That seldom happens. Hiding from the context of the ministry of Jesus—i.e. ignoring that he
spoke to and for the poor and oppressed— is a safe harbor from which Christian ministers and leaders
are hesitant to depart, because it is much riskier to venture out onto the sea of Jesus's advocacy for the
downtrodden and disdain for the rich.
Jesus was not a law keeper.
To understand the message of Jesus, we need to know and understand the poor people whom he was
addressing. Until then, most Christians will remain frauds in the kingdom of God.

Jesus was not a law keeper.
Jesus was a plug puller.
How's that for a spiritual question?

912.
Obamacare Outsourced; The Trouble With Chris Christie
January 13, 2014
This is my country, land of my birth.
“Obamacare Outsourced”
www.economicpopulist.org/content/obamacare-outsourced-5499
•

The Obama administration has offshore outsourced Obamacare. The poster boy for labor arbitrage,
offshore tax havens, and bloated, often failed government contracts is in charge.

“The Trouble With Chris Christie”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_trouble_with_chris_christie_20140112
•

Christie is pitched to the public, as was George W. Bush, as a regular guy, someone who speaks
bluntly and candidly, someone you would want to have a beer with. But this is public relations crap.

This is my country, [something something] on Earth.

913.
Please Share This Short Video
January 13, 2014
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

[Transcript:]

914.
Imagine how powerful: A former U.S. President admits. . . .
January 15, 2014
Let's start with a film:
“1964”
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/1964
•

[Appropriate—and a rare credit to PBS]

“The Highly Competent NSA”
www.nationalinterest.org/blog/paul-pillar/the-highly-competent-nsa-9707
•

Ill intentions are not really the issue here, since nothing in the torrent of leaks has revealed any
agency malevolence; it is only the fear of some future ill intentions (although that fear would be
better directed at data collection in the private sector).

“N.S.A. Devises Radio Pathway Into Computers”
www.nytimes.com/2014/01/15/us/nsa-effort-pries-open-computers-not-connected-to-internet.html
•
•

The N.S.A. said its actions were not comparable to China's.
To the Chinese, gaining economic advantage is part of national security.

“Big Data, Public and Private”
www.nationalinterest.org/blog/paul-pillar/big-data-public-private-9537
•

There are substantially stronger reasons to worry about the collection and use of big data in the
private sector than in government agencies.

“‘Am I guilty?’ AK-47 maker’s near-death torment”
www.rt.com/news/kalashnikov-death-killing-doubts-526
•

It's not uncommon for inventors of instruments of death to take drastic steps in their later years to
change their legacy.

I guess this means the masterminds of trade policy might someday recant.
Imagine how powerful:

A former U.S. President admits that he screwed up and begs his people not to continue down the same path.

915.
(Too Many) Good Headlines
January 16, 2014
“Top Government Officials Discover There Is Little Left Of America’s Telecom Equipment
Manufacturing Industry; United States Has To Create A New Industry From Scratch”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/Defense-Production-Act-Committee-telecom-0116141.html
•

The U.S. telecommunications industry has lost its ability to manufacture advanced
telecommunications products needed by the U.S. military, according to a government committee
comprised of the senior-most members of the President's cabinet.

“Swedish Researchers Raise Safety Concerns About Tylenol”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/01/15/swedish-researchers-raise-safety-concerns-about-j-jstylenol
•

The researchers were reported yesterday urging parents to be careful in administering the drug.

“From Austerity to Abundance: Why I Am Running for California Treasurer”
www.ellenbrown.com/2014/01/15/from-austerity-to-abundance-why-i-am-running-for-california-treasurer
•

When tallied up at every stage of production, interest has been calculated to claim one-third of
everything we buy. How can that money be recaptured? By owning the bank.

“What Is It About Middlemarch?”
www.vulture.com/2014/01/rebecca-mead-revisits-george-eliots-middlemarch.html
•

Morality does not start with the self, Eliot insists; it starts when we set the self aside. “Will not a tiny
speck very close to our vision blot out the glory of the world?” she asks. And then: “I know no speck
so troublesome as self.”

“Why are Christie and the Kochs in my driveway?”
www.gregpalast.com/why-are-christie-and-the-kochs-in-my-driveway-its-time-to-subpoena-the-committeefor-our-childrens-future
•

The hidden recorder captured the Governor saying, “We must cut Social Security, cut Medicare, cut
Medicaid.” It was Christie tough-guy talk that, notably, he was too cowardly to repeat in New
Jersey.

“Kurt Vonnegut on the Secret of Happiness: An Homage to Joseph Heller’s Wisdom”
www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2014/01/16/kurt-vonnegut-joe-heller-having-enough
•

“The knowledge that I've got enough.”

“U.S. Court of Appeals: The Internet is a Plantation, With Comcast, Verizon, AT&T Its Masters”
www.blackagendareport.com/content/us-court-appeals-internet-plantation-comcast-verizon-att-its-masters
•

You won't hear Al Sharpton, your other civil rights dinosaurs or the NAACP talk about this because
they depend on telecom money.

“US corporations should pay for destruction of Afghanistan”
www.rt.com/op-edge/us-pay-reparations-afghanistan-702
•

For the last 50 or 100 years we've seen what the fruits of Western foreign intervention are. Nowhere
have they ever created peace or jobs, or democracy or equality, or whatever they were promising.

“Partnership or Putsch?”
www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/gordon-lafer-calls-attention-to-the-frighteningly-anti-democraticimplications-of-the-trans-pacific-partnership
•

[Assistant U.S. Trade Representative] Weisel stated simply that “we have no position” on
democracy.

“Wall Street Mega Banks Own Tankers, Pipelines, Utilities, Mines, Metal Warehouses—And That’s
Not the Worst of It”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2014/01/wall-street-mega-banks-own-tankers-pipelines-utilities-mines-metalwarehouses-%E2%80%93-and-that%E2%80%99s-not-the-worst-of-it
•

The study showed that U.S. bank holding companies owned 16 utilities, 479 insurance companies,
2,388 real estate firms, 1,682 healthcare and social assistance companies, and 5 mines. We know
from more recent revelations that Wall Street's largest banks own at least 104 metal warehouses. . . .

“Ford exec apologizes for saying company tracks customers with GPS”
www.detroitnews.com/article/20140109/AUTO0102/301090127
•

The data that today can be routinely collected by cars includes some of the most sensitive data that
can be collected about a person, including information about their precise location and driving habits.

916.
Accepting This Has Unpleasant Consequences
January 17, 2014
“Goldman Sachs Cuts Pay Ratio to 2nd-Lowest as Public Firm”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-01-16/goldman-sachs-cuts-pay-ratio-to-second-lowest-as-public-firm.html
•

Blankfein has said he's wary of cutting too much and losing top performers.

“Goldman Sachs pays employees average of $383,000 after profits rise 5%”
www.theguardian.com/business/2014/jan/16/goldman-sachs-pay-employees-average-383000-dollars-profitsrise-5-percent
•

“Our work in advancing our client franchise and in ensuring continued cost discipline has allowed us
to provide solid returns even in a somewhat challenging environment,” Blankfein said.

“President Obama Announces New Public-Private Manufacturing Innovation Institute”
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/01/15/president-obama-announces-new-public-privatemanufacturing-innovation-in
•

[Yeah, yeah. State of the Union is coming up and this is an election year. A real President would
announce tariffs on imported goods. A real citizen would demand a real President.]

“Employment Projections—2012-2022”
www.bls.gov/news.release/ecopro.toc.htm
•
•

[h/t Manufacturing & Technology News, “BLS: There Will Be No Renaissance in Manufacturing
Jobs; Almost All Job Growth Will Be In Unskilled Positions That Do Not Pay Income Tax”]
[Subscription only. You get what you pay for.]

“Free trade and the loss of U.S. jobs”
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/harold-meyerson-free-trade-and-the-loss-of-usjobs/2014/01/14/894f5750-7d59-11e3-93c1-0e888170b723_story.html
•
•

If [President Obama] does both—bemoan rising inequality and promote yet another free-trade
agreement—his [State of the Union] speech will rate a chapter in the annals of self-negation.
The champion of avoidance seems to be Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker. At a San Diego
conference in October, a public radio reporter asked her, “And where has NAFTA not lived up to

some of the hopes and promises?” Pritzker replied: “I don't think about where NAFTA hasn't lived
up.”

917.
Stay Away From Sick People
January 19, 2014
Common sense should make us wary of anyone who uses the words “common sense.” I suppose the
expression was less oxymoronic when we were better grounded in history, collective experience, before we
decided to forget where we came from—just so that our rationalizations/justifications/excuses would sound
better.
Without the backstory, our collective experience is our collective suicide: Asphyxiation by Rationalization—
a cowards' legacy if ever there was.
History, though, should make us wary of anyone who uses the word “history.” Too rarely is “history”
anything more than “his story.” It has been accurately stated, at times in our history, that “history reveals
there is no faster conveyance than the back of a horse” or “history reveals the best way to remove mutton
grease is by wiping your hands on the guy next to you,” so history pretty much reveals our lapses of
confidence and imagination.
If we've forgotten where we came from, we can still usefully imagine where we're going—and this we
should do. If I'm trying to understand whether something is good or bad, for example, I can invoke the
extremes, imagining a world in which everyone behaves the same way. What kind of world would this be—
and where would it be headed?
Similarly, when stretched to the point of revelation:
•
•
•

What if every American bought only foreign-made goods?
What if every American worked in financial services and government?
What if every American did just a little more harm than good—or took just a little more than they
contributed?

I'll call this exercise “extremism in the defense of liberty”—not that this makes immediate sense, but I like
that American Experience quoted Barry Goldwater—
“Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. And moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue.”
—in 1964 and I want to recommend the film just one more time. It's fascinating, encouraging—and so, so
obvious.
I planned to include an article about the Chicago alderman recommending the obvious, that the city simply
stop doing business with criminal banks like JPMorgan Chase.
Instead, I'll call on 1964 and recommend we use this opportunity in history to be as good as we say we are.

918.
Watered Down and Getting Wetter
January 20, 2014
“If a man has not discovered something that he will die for, he isn't fit to live.”
That was Dr. King in 1965. It wasn't a political statement. It was a history lesson.
You and I would not be alive—never have been born—if our ancestors were half as pathetic and diluted as
we are today. This is why we will have no descendants—not the way we're going.
I'd say something about genocide—currently the planned or unplanned disappearance of our working and
middle classes—but the word has gotten so commercial and trivial, it's part of the reason we've gotten so
brain-dead.
My Serbian grandparents lost family to Ustasha terrorists during World War II. One Sunday morning, their
church doors were blocked, the building set on fire, the entire congregation killed by Croatian Nazi
neighbors. My grandmother told the story to teach her children the ways of the world. She was never bitter,
hateful, discriminatory, special, whiny, or vindictive. She was never a victim and she never made money on
the deal. She was only sad, only occasionally, and accepting. The ways of the world meant there would
always be a place—her beloved America, during her lifetime—where people were not so divided and poor.
For my grandmother, the ways of the world were meant as ways to the heart.
Here is the rest of Dr. King's speech, along with an article I think you'll like.
•

Deep down in our non-violent creed is the conviction that there are some things so dear, some things
so precious, some things so eternally true that they're worth dying for. And if a man happens to be 36
years old as I happen to be, and some great truth stands before the door of his life—some great
opportunity to stand up for that which is right and that which is just—and he refuses to stand up
because he wants to live a little longer and he’s afraid his home will get bombed—or he's afraid that
he will lose his job, or he's afraid that he will get shot or beat down by state troopers—he may go on
and live until he's 80. But he's just as dead at 36 as he would be at 80 and the cessation of breathing
in his life is merely the belated announcement of an earlier death of the spirit.
He died.
A man dies when he refuses to stand up for that which is right. A man dies when he refuses to stand
up for justice. A man dies when he refuses to take a stand for that which is true.
So we're going to stand up right here amid horses. We're going to stand up right here in Alabama
amid the billy clubs. We're going to stand up right here in Alabama amid police dogs if they have
them. We're going to stand up amid tear gas. We're going to stand up amid anything that they can
muster up, letting the world know that we are determined to be free.

“The Humanities and Us”
www.city-journal.org/2014/24_1_urb-humanities.html
•

•

•

In 2011, the University of California at Los Angeles decimated its English major. Such a
development may seem insignificant, compared with, say, the federal takeover of health care. It is
not. What happened at UCLA is part of a momentous shift in our culture that bears on our
relationship to the past—and to civilization itself.
W. E. B. Du Bois would have been stunned to learn now narrow is the contemporary
multiculturalist's self-definition and sphere of interest. Du Bois, living during America's darkest
period of hate, nevertheless heartbreakingly affirmed in 1903 his intellectual and spiritual affinity
with all of Western civilization. “I sit with Shakespeare and he winces not. Across the color line I
move arm in arm with Balzac and Dumas. . . . I summon Aristotle and Aurelius and what soul I will,
and they come all graciously with no scorn nor condescension.”
This Petrarchan intimacy with the past is precisely what is missing from the humanities today, and its
antithesis—shallow narcissism—has now leaped out of the campus and into the arts world at large.

“It is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor honours that we are fighting, but for freedom—for that alone,
which no honest man gives up but with life itself.”
That was the Declaration of Arbroath in the year 1320.

919.
American Roots: Freedom and Joy: Successful Economic
Nationalism
January 21, 2014
A heartfelt—and relieved!—“thanks again” to all who have written and enjoyed. It's very good to know not
all of my messages are being censored.
Please continue to forward and repost—to educate and inform. If we use the Internet as an independent tool,
not as a toy, even the Top 1% of Scaredy Cat censors will eventually realize that, when it comes to
democracy and prosperity, the broader, the better—for 100% of Americans in 100% of America.
For your consideration today:
“Why the Washington Post’s New Ties to the CIA Are So Ominous”
www.rootsaction.org/news-a-views/746-why-the-washington-posts-new-ties-to-the-cia-are-so-ominous
•
•

The Post is supposed to expose CIA secrets. But Amazon is under contract to keep them. Amazon
has a new $600 million “cloud” computing deal with the CIA. The situation is unprecedented.
The recent purchase of the Washington Post by Jeff Bezos has poured some high-finance concrete for
a new structural bridge between the media industry and the surveillance/warfare state. The
development puts the CIA in closer institutionalized proximity to the Post, arguably the most
important political media outlet in the United States.

“What happens to our minds and memories in healthy ageing?”
www.ramscar.wordpress.com/2014/01/19/what-happens-to-our-minds-and-memories-in-healthy-ageing
•

In our recent paper, The myth of cognitive decline
(http://psych.stanford.edu/~michael/papers/Ramscaretal_age.pdf), my colleagues and I suggest that
the answer to this question is, “it's complicated.” And if you think that the answer involves a steady
deterioration of cognitive function, we present a series of findings that may make you think again.

“Defense Spending: Putting Toys Before Boys”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/01/toys-before-boys.html
•

•

Yet notwithstanding all the technical hype about revolutionary military capabilities embodied in our
vaunted technological supremacy (i.e. in Hackworth's “toys”), America's success in real war has been
dismal since the end of WWII, even while the resources devoted to these wars have gone thru the
roof.
In a normal world, it would be reasonable to ask what has all this money bought for the American
taxpayer?

•
•

How can a citizen come to grips with such a huge disaster, without being overwhelmed by the variety
of its ever-changing complexity?
I urge you to read Andrew's essay (www.newprioritiesnetwork.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/01/Tunnel-Vision.pdf) carefully . . . and pay particular attention to the
explosive implications of the coverup implied by his closing line.

One thing for sure: turning American citizens and taxpayers over to 1.3+ billion Chinese so that they can
compete with us in another phony cold war is not the answer.
A return to American roots—freedom and joy: successful economic nationalism—is in order.
Since we last recorded a trade surplus—1975, for cryin' out loud—we've lost almost $10 trillion in
immediate, accountable U.S. dollars through bad business deals with foreign competitors.
If we'd kept our own money in our own country, reinvested in our own economy and our own people, what
kind of growth—what joys and freedoms—might we have realized?
$100 trillions' worth? Think about it—next time you hear the words “globalization” or “free trade”—next
time you see the label “Made in [some other country].”

920.
The More We [female dog with no teeth], The Better They
Like It
January 24, 2014
The more we bitch—the more we bark and howl—the better they like it.
One (of them) starts up and the rest (of us) join in.
A barking dog can amuse or annoy—and distract or distract. A two- or three-ring circus of barking dogs can
distract anyone from anything—for any useful purpose.
An endless parade of barking dogs can discourage any citizen from participating in life.
Barking dogs do not proclaim the truth, necessarily.
The truth, as they see it, is a treat from the trainer, affection from an alpha, neither requiring particular
integrity or introspection.
We bark to calm the ruling dogs.
We bark to dissipate our vital energy. We bark to shirk our civil disobedience.
Barking dogs do not bite.
Barking dogs do not think.
If they did, they would know when it's appropriate to bite the hand that takes their food—
—and when it’s easier to die like noisy, toothless dogs.

921.
A Friend and An Enemy
January 24, 2014
I wonder how many Americans complained about the economy and bought something foreign today.
If a picture paints a thousand words, we should all take a road trip across America and record the economics
we see, fingerpaints in fecal media, to reasonably prepare our children.
“The San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge: Basic Reforms for the Future”
http://stran.senate.ca.gov/sites/stran.senate.ca.gov/files/DeWolkreportfinal.pdf
•

•

Although Californians were originally told the bridge would cost less than $1.4 billion dollars to
build, that cost has grown by some 400 percent to almost $6.3 billion. When Californians pay back
the money borrowed and interest to finance the span by the years 2053-54, the bill is likely to be
closer to $13 billion.
For the Chinese, the weld standards were “suggestions.” For Caltrans [California Department of
Transportation], they were a binding agreement.

“Walmart Fund to Support U.S. Manufacturing”
www.nytimes.com/2014/01/24/business/walmart-creates-10-million-fund-to-stimulate-americanmanufacturing.html
•

[Let me get this straight: the country's most traitorous traders understand the importance of
manufacturing, so they're committing 0.002 of profits to the fund and 0.02 of purchases to additional
domestic goods?]

“Japan tells world to stand up to China or face consequences”
www.news.yahoo.com/japan-appeals-world-restrain-39-military-expansion-39-173227774.html
•

[This, too, is dangerous deception. But who's going to believe that Japan isn't our good buddy or that
Japan and China are in cahoots and Abe is just putting on a show? Meanwhile, Asia continues to
conquer the West. Follow the money trail. They got it from us.]

The fundamental requirement of a statesman is the ability to recognize the difference between a friend and an
enemy.
Remember that.

922.
Benefits of Globalization: Americans Shooting Each Other
January 25, 2014
No need to complicate this. I'm not on the multinationals' payroll. I don't have an economically nonproductive service job—in finance or journalism, for example—that drains my country's lifeblood from an
anonymous distance.
As fear replaces opportunity, fear becomes irrationality.
Our problem is not guns. Our problem is trade.
We will continue to shoot at one another until we trade our guns for guillotines.

923.
When We Listen to Bad People
January 25, 2014
This is what happens when we listen to bad people:
1. We stop producing.
2. We support our enemies and competitors until we're broke.
3. Their children kill our children.
“The Hows and Whys of Gold Price Manipulation”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/01/17/hows-whys-gold-price-manipulation
•

In the last few years the Asian markets—specifically and especially the Chinese—are demanding
actual physical delivery of the bullion they buy. This has created a sense of urgency among the Fed,
Treasury and the bullion banks to utilize any means possible to flush out as many weak holders of
gold as possible with orchestrated price declines in order to acquire physical gold that can be
delivered to Asian buyers. The $650 decline in the price of gold since it hit $1900 in September is
the result of a manipulative effort designed both to protect the dollar from Quantitative Easing and to
free up enough gold to satisfy Asian demands for delivery of gold purchases.

There is nothing funny about deindustrialization.

924.
Inverse Relationships
January 26, 2014
I grew up around entrepreneurs, lots of them—real characters, old-school, not these MBA clones—and the
more my country forgets where it came from, the more I miss those guys. They all had the same innate
understanding of Life: that if you did things the easy way, you were missing the whole point. It was fun to
watch these alert, industrious Americans get rich enough to finally buy their way into high society, where
they witnessed for the first time an inverse relationship between net worth and intelligence.
Speaking of which. . . .
I'll showcase some diabolically seductive and demented misanthropy from our nation's newspaper of record
to support my theory that our policy makers, public intellectuals, and newspapers of record are far too
comfortable to understand—or even care—why they are so comfortable, or where money—even their
money—actually comes from.
And that's giving them the benefit of the doubt. Some of them don't think about you at all. Others are
simply evil. The following op-ed is practically a hanging offense.
“The Myth of Industrial Rebound”
www.nytimes.com/2014/01/26/opinion/sunday/rattner-the-myth-of-industrial-rebound.html
•

Manufacturing has been an emotional American touchstone since George Washington wore a wool
suit that had been woven in Hartford, Conn., to his first inauguration to illustrate the importance of
making stuff at home.

(I get to pick the bullet points.)
The eloquent sneak is Steven Rattner. If you like, you can check his background and promise you'll never
believe a word he says.

925.
By Wednesday Morning. . . .
January 27, 2014
Obviously, this is the kind of life we want for ourselves and our loved ones. This is what we're supporting
with our labor and our will—whether we choose how to spend our money or we let the governments carve a
future for us.
On Tuesday evening, the President will make a speech. All the (employed) multinational media are
promoting this as some kind of big deal. Maybe it is. Careful listeners might hear the President claim to
represent his nation's real economy.
Maybe he does.
The multinational media will explain things to the satisfaction of the sated. By Wednesday morning,
Americans will have quietly returned to the business of becoming a colony.
There is nothing Americans won't do for their children.
“China Sentences Legal Activist to 4 Years for Role in Protests”
www.nytimes.com/2014/01/26/world/asia/china-sentences-legal-activist-to-4-years-for-role-in-protests.html
•

A Chinese court sentenced a prominent legal activist to four years in prison Sunday in a case widely
seen as a demonstration of the Communist Party leadership's determination to quell any challenges to
its hold on power.

“Sale of stake in outspoken Beijing News may turn it into ‘propaganda mouthpiece’”
[SCMP link—January 27, 2014]
•

Beijing's municipal propaganda department has taken over a stake in the city's outspoken Beijing
News daily newspaper. . . .

“We Recall the Holocaust: We Should Recognize Genocide in China Today”
www.theepochtimes.com/n3/473256-we-recall-the-holocaust-we-should-recognize-genocide-in-china-today
•

Less remembered are at least 38 million Chinese people killed by Mao Zedong.

No worries.
The Chinese are now so much like us, they plan to treat our people a whole lot better.

926.
The Worst Advice I Ever Received As A Young Man
January 28, 2014
I woke up this morning—probably from a dream about the worst advice I ever received as a young man—
with a bug to write something like “Advice for Young Men.” As it turned out, most of today's was already
written and waiting.
Pete Seeger died yesterday. His politics and activism are suddenly all the rage, so my contribution is this.
When I was a boy desperate to play the 5-string banjo, Pete Seeger's book was the only instruction manual in
existence. We will never know how many artists (etc.) got their start with Seeger's little book. Making
music makes us better people—making American music makes us better Americans—in wildly
unforeseeable ways. And somewhere in that book, if I remember correctly, Pete quotes an old-timer as
saying:
“Notes? Hell, there ain't no notes on a banjo. You just play it.”
Of additional interest today:
“Academy Fight Song”
www.thebaffler.com/past/academy_fight_song
•
•

We don't pause to consider that maybe we've got the whole thing backwards—that the big
universities expanded in their heyday to keep up with industry demand, not to build the middle class.
Ours is the generation that stood by gawking while a handful of parasites and billionaires smashed it
for their own benefit.

I once (or twice?) said:
“The purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when we're being
lied to.”
It's still true, I think, and I love that idealism.
On the other hand, “Academy Fight Song” might be saying that the purpose of education is to keep us from
ever knowing when we're being lied to.
If this is true, I have to admit that American schools are doing an excellent job.
Which brings me back to the beginning of this song and the worst advice I ever received as a young man.

927.
State of the Uh-Oh! (a call to click)
January 28, 2014
If you heard the President's speech, you know this country needs me—or someone like me—in the White
House by 2017.
Here's what we can do right now:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

If you have a better idea—let's hear it—so we can all do it—before it's too late.
—
[Transcript:]

928.
Today’s Top 13 Front Pages By Circulation
January 29, 2014
“Obama Seeks To Jump-Start Stalled Plans: President Vows Executive Action on Wages, Savings;
GOP Warns He’s Overreaching”
— The Wall Street Journal
“Obama Taking Up Economic Issues On His Authority: Targeting Disparities: Pledges ‘Year of
Action’ Without the Need of Congress’s Help”
— The New York Times
“‘Make this a year of action’: Obama pledges to help middle class without Congress”
— USA Today
“‘America does not stand still’: In State of the Union, Obama calls on Congress to boost the middle
class and vows to act on his own too”
— Los Angeles Times
“State of the Union Address: Obama promises ‘action’”
— San Jose Mercury News
“HORROR IN BEVERLY HILLS: British socialite and mom of two strips naked and leaps to her
death a day after getting facelift”
— New York Daily News
“Hammer-wielding madman ‘kills gal pal & her daughter for being witches’”
— New York Post
“Obama: I won’t stand still”
— The Washington Post
“Going Solo: Obama says he’ll use presidential powers to get around gridlocked Congress”
— Chicago Sun-Times

“State of the Union Address: President to flex power”
— The Denver Post
“An olive branch, and a challenge: President says he’s eager for Congress’ help but prepared to ‘go it
alone’ on jobs, economy”
— Chicago Tribune
“‘Opportunity is who we are’: Obama to press economic plans on his own”
— The Dallas Morning News
“Obama on State of Union: We Can’t Stand Still: Vows to aid lower- and middle-class Americans—
even if he has to act without Congress”
— Newsday
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” — 337 views
— www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
“Bob Hall 2016” — 140 likes
— www.facebook.com/BobHall2016

929.
Put Up? Grow Up? Shut Up?
January 30, 2014
I would love to be able to say “put up or shut up” and have it make sense, but our American character has
gotten as rusty as our American clichés, so I can't recommend we “put up” unless we grow up—again.
Grow Up or Shut Up.
I won't name names because there are way too many, but I will ask you to weigh the damage done by these
so-called grown-ups who fuss and whine to get their way without ever considering the other man's point of
view.
In the struggle between Us and Them, every one of us is Both.
What healthy corporation would not want to leave the U.S.? What poor people would not hate rich people?
Etc.
Not a day goes by that I don't read something and think, “You know, if I were in the Top 1%, I might pay a
lot of money to keep my tax dollars from supporting the knucklehead who wrote this.”
OK, I'll take it back and name just one name to make a point: Ralph Nader. My regular readers know that I
admire Mr. Nader a great deal, but I think it's a mistake to never question whether the “unreasonable man's”
many accomplishments have come at unreasonable cost to our nation. There was a time, not so very long
ago, and we still had a healthy trade surplus, when American manufacturers were bludgeoned, without
mercy, by the Left—led by Ralph Nader. Eventually, corporate America learned to defend itself.
And the results are what you see today.
If “Us” are Americans, and “Them” are Americans, we should avoid taking up positions that could leave
blood on our hands.
If we're all Americans, we're all in this together.
What's wrong with that?

930.
Raise the Minimum Wage to $43.17 But Keep the Money in
the United States
January 31, 2014
“A very wise man. . . .”
“In Praise of Muscular Poets”
www.theamericanconservative.com/prufrock/in-praise-of-muscular-poets
•
•

Too much contemporary poetry still reflects the popularity of “theory” and exhibits the lack of
experience that causes poets to replace emotional insight with verbal tricks and appropriation.
If it is unrelated to the nitty-gritty things of life like death, it is useless.

“Nineteen Eighty-Four”
www.archive.org/details/ost-english-1984-george-orwell-1937-dystopia
•
•

It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.
WAR IS PEACE . . . FREEDOM IS SLAVERY . . . IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

“A very wise man . . . believed if a man were permitted to make all the ballads he need not care who should
make the laws of a nation, and we find that most of the ancient legislators thought that they could not well
reform the manners of any city without the help of a lyric, and sometimes of a dramatic poet.” — Andrew
Fletcher (1655-1716)
“Dollar to the Giant”
[lyrics]

931.
Read ’Em and Wake
February 2, 2014
“In World’s Best-Run Economy, Home Prices Just Keep Falling—Because That’s What Home Prices
Are Supposed To Do”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/02/02/in-worlds-best-run-economy-home-prices-just-keepfalling-because-thats-what-home-prices-are-supposed-to-do
•

•

A fundamental principle of German economics is to keep housing costs stable and affordable. It is
hard to quarrel with the results. On figures cited in 2012 . . . one-bedroom apartments in Berlin were
then selling for as little as $55,000, and four-bedroom detached houses in the Rhineland for just
$80,000.
The fact is that the German economy is by any standards one of the world's most successful. Just
how successful is apparent in, for instance, international trade. At $238 billion in 2012, Germany's
current account surplus was the world's largest. On a per-capita basis it was nearly 15 times China's
and was achieved while German workers were paid some of the world's highest wages.

“How Junk Economists Help The Rich Impoverish The Working Class”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/01/28/junk-economists-help-rich-impoverish-working-class-paul-craigroberts
•

•

•

A country whose best known products are fraudulent and toxic financial instruments and GMO foods
that no one wants cannot pay for its imports except by signing over its existing assets. The foreigners
buy up US assets with their trade surpluses. Consequently, income from rents, interest, dividends,
capital gains, and profits leave US pockets for foreign pockets.
If manufacturing jobs are things of the past, why is China's sudden and rapid rise to economic power
accompanied by 100 million manufacturing jobs? Apple computers are not made in China by robots.
If robots are making Apple computers, it would be just as cheap to make the computers in the US.
Indeed, I wonder if economists even have junk value. But they are well paid by Wall Street and the
offshoring corporations.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
•

[transcript]

932.
If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child
may have peace. . . .
February 3, 2014
“. . . and this single reflection, well applied, is sufficient to awaken every man to duty.”
(Gee whiz, there must be trouble. In our day, not a word of this makes any sense at all.)
Upon his death, Thomas Paine—the poorest of the Founding Fathers—was barely noted by the American
news media to have “lived long, done some good, and much harm.”
Government-hired propagandists had previously described Thomas Paine as a credit risk and a marriage risk
who beat his wives and consummated with cats.
John Adams, on the other hand, wrote that:
“Without the pen of the author of ‘Common Sense,’ the sword of Washington would have been raised in
vain.”
My point—well, one of my points—is that we've always been in bad spots and children have always told us
the way home.
Links, strange ones:
“Commission unveils first EU Anti-Corruption report”
www.europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-86_en.htm
•

Integrity in politics remains an issue for many EU States. For instance, codes of conduct within
political parties or elected assemblies at central or local level are often missing or lack teeth.

“Financial world shaken by 4 bankers’ apparent suicides in a week”
www.rt.com/business/russell-investments-chief-economist-dead-564
•

While creating fortunes, City and Wall Street jobs are notorious for extra-long working weeks and
huge amounts of stress. In a move to ease the tension some of the world's biggest lenders like Bank
of America, Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan and Credit Suisse have been telling junior staff to take more
time off.

“A Rash of Deaths and a Missing Reporter—With Ties to Wall Street Investigations”

www.wallstreetonparade.com/2014/02/a-rash-of-deaths-and-a-missing-reporter-%E2%80%93-with-ties-towall-street-investigations
•

The oil markets reporter who had worked at the Wall Street Journal for 20 years and vanished
without a trace . . . has this in common with the other three tragedies: his work involves a
commodities market—oil—which is under investigation by the U.S. Senate's Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations for possible manipulation.

“Get your opiates for free: Capitalism meets the zombie apocalypse”
www.brontecapital.blogspot.com.au/2014/02/get-your-opiates-for-free-capitalism.html
•

I think I have found a new low in the pharmaceutical industry: giving away a month's free supply of
potentially lethal high-grade opioids. This ambitious marketing strategy allows more than enough
time and supply to create addicts.

Of course, we have to keep our children alive—if we want to hear them (and not raise them in vain).

933.
Guillotines and Learning
February 4, 2014
Today's reality check:
“Images of the French Revolution” — French Revolution Digital Archive, a collaboration of the Stanford
University Libraries and the Bibliothèque nationale de France
http://frda-stage.stanford.edu/en/images
•

The Images are composed of high-resolution digital images of approximately 14,000 individual
visual items, primarily prints, but also illustrations, medals, coins, and other objects, which display
aspects of the Revolution.

Learning from our mistakes:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

We can't cut off their heads—but we can't lose ours, either.
Gawking, talking, doing nothing—we're just the same as lining up for slaughter.
We're just the same.

934.
How Long Before Our Global Competitors Follow Suit?
February 5, 2014
The trade report comes out tomorrow. It will tell us how well we're doing—or not—in the global economy
and world history. Between the TV commercials for multinational food and drug preparations that nobody
should put in their mouths, much less swallow, there will be no mention of our nation's real business.
Strange, really, when this is the only issue that really matters. That is, without it, we're dead; and when we're
dead, the things that used to bother us can seem silly.
Maybe this is today's paradox: that the only people still living are the damn-near dead. I'll ask my friend
whose elderly uncle just lost his last million in the stock market. When he was rich, the world was just as he
saw it.
Today's various and sundry:
“Mr. President, This Is My America: Life in an RV Park With a Master’s Degree”
www.huffingtonpost.com/paula-e-bray/working-poor-america_b_4690675.html
•

Unfortunately, we can't buy things in bulk because they will go bad before we can use them. We
can't buy dry goods in bulk either, because there is no room to store them anywhere in the RV.

“Korea Passes ‘U-Turn’ Law With Generous Incentives For Companies To Bring Manufacturing
From China Back To Korea”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/Korea-reshoring-0131141.html
•

Obama proposals . . . have not been considered by either chamber. Moreover, says the Korean trade
ministry, with the signing of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, Korean-based companies have
become more competitive in international markets.

“Koch brothers dominate oil & gas list with $106 billion fortune”
http://news.asiaone.com/news/plush/koch-brothers-dominate-oil-gas-list-106-billion-fortune
•

British news . . . highlighted a recent study by the Washington Post and the Centre for Responsive
Politics which estimated that around 17 Koch-backed groups spent a combined US$400 million
“trying to influence the outcome of the presidential race” and other elections in the United States.

“Where the Real ‘Iran Threat’ Lies”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/02/05/where-the-real-iran-threat-lies

•

On the other hand, other countries, such as China, have taken advantage of the Western refusal to
deal with Iran. Presently the country is full of Chinese businessmen and their inexpensive imports.

Do be careful what you wish for, but use your imagination.
Imagine a world in which the U.S. leads by example—as the first nation to cut back on surveillance and
manufacturing.
How long before our global competitors follow suit?

935.
For This Trade Report and the (Year of the) Horse It Rode in
On
February 6, 2014
“California's like a beautiful wild girl on heroin, who's high as a kite, thinking she's on top of the world, not
knowing she's dying even if you show her the marks.”
I quoted that from Coppola's Rumble Fish in my February 8, 2013 piece on the trade report. Here's how the
article began:
•

Stocks were up today on what Wall Street says is wonderful news. The U.S. Government just
published its teeny-tiniest trade deficit since January 2010 and thank goodness for energy
independence. Now we can recalculate Fourth Quarter 2012 and make the GDP contraction go
away. Whew! For a while there, it was almost like we were facing another recession. Whew! I'd
like to dedicate today's trade report to the brave purveyors of American news—insight, intelligence,
integrity. . . .

Today the U.S. Government is telling us that:
“Goods and Services Deficit Decreased in 2013”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/highlights/congressional.html
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $471.5 billion in 2013
from $534.7 billion in 2012, as exports increased and imports decreased.

Is this good news, $471.5 billion?
How many American businesses and American jobs does it take to absorb $1.29 billion in losses every day
of the year and still survive?
“Survive” is the correct word. With the publication of Unrestricted Warfare in 1999, the People's Liberation
Army put on its pinstripes and embraced economic combat:
•

“The world's number one debtor nation, a country which relies on the inflow of foreign capital to
support its economic prosperity, the United States, would definitely have . . . heavy economic losses.
Such an outcome would certainly be better than a military strike.” (CIA/FBIS translation)

It's astonishing, really, and a credit to the military-entertainment complex that most Americans think wars
are fought at a distance—fireworks, video games, other people's kids and whatnot—and never ask why we
haven't “won” anything since 1945.

Truth be told, most Americans trade their civvies for PLA uniforms every time they go shopping—but they'd
never admit it, not even if you showed them the marks.
According to the figures buried in today's trade propaganda, our non-petroleum goods deficit was $456.4
billion in 2013—4.1% worse than in 2012.
This is significant. Significant, too, is our brand-new-all-time-record goods deficit with China:
$318,417,200,000
Note that this represents 46.2% of our entire goods deficit for 2013—and this includes oil.
Never before in the recorded history of Planet Earth has one nation lost so much money doing business with
another.
Some of our so-called experts will say it's only a trade deficit, that it doesn't matter because it never has to be
repaid.
Which always leaves me wondering:
What's in it for China?
The Dow gained +188.30 today. And thank goodness for energy independence.

936.
There must be some word today, from the BLS, so far away. .
..
February 7, 2014
(I'm beginning to wonder if maybe we're not supposed to know what's going on.)
“The Employment Situation—January 2014”
www.bls.gov
Official U-3 Seasonally Adjusted “Headline” Unemployment Rate: 6.6%—down from 6.7% in December
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 113,000 in January, and the unemployment rate was little
changed at 6.6 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
The benchmark process results in revisions to not seasonally adjusted data from April 2012 forward.
Seasonally adjusted data from January 2009 forward are subject to revision. In addition, data for
some series prior to 2009, both seasonally adjusted and unadjusted, incorporate revisions. Total
nonfarm employment level for March 2013 was revised upward by 369,000 (+347,000 on a not
seasonally adjusted basis, or 0.3 percent).

Unemployment Rates, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

U-3: 7.0%—up from 6.5%
U-6: 13.5%—up from 13.0%

Jobs, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm: down -2,870,000
Construction: down -240,000
Manufacturing: down -83,000
Private service-providing: down -2,019,000
Retail trade: down -660,100
Financial activities: down -62,000
Professional and business services: down -358,000
Temporary help services: down -191,500
Health care: down -91,400
Food services and drinking places: down -221,400
Government: down -524,000

Only 7 of 149 Industries Gained Jobs, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

Oil and gas extraction: up +1,800
Machinery: up +400

•
•
•
•
•

Motor vehicles and parts: up +200
Pipeline transportation: up +200
Money authorities - central bank: up +100
Accounting and bookkeeping services: up +84,600
State government, excluding education: up +100

Not in Labor Force, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•

92,534,000—a new record

Why do I send you the “not seasonally adjusted” numbers?
Right now, unfortunately, they're the best we can get from this government and news media—that is, if we
don't care how pretty the graphs look and we don't expect too many lifeguard hires in December.

937.
U.S. Loses 2,870,000 Jobs in January
February 9, 2014
2,870,000—this is how many jobs we lost in January 2014, according to the same BLS report that says we
gained 113,000 jobs in January 2014.
I discussed this in detail in my Friday mailing. We're in uncharted waters and we need all the (relatively
more) accurate information we can get our hands on.
“Uncharted waters” are political and economic structures being dismantled, the people effectively
dismembered, as our democracies are toppled and the nation state becomes irrelevant—at least in our
hemisphere.
I say the people are “effectively” being dismembered to include the majority of us who are eagerly cutting
off our own arms and legs (and members) to benefit some authority figures who do not necessarily wish us
well.
Language is important.
Have you ever tried to communicate with someone who'd been through just enough psychotherapy to learn
the lingo?
Why would anything human be any different?
$318,417,200,000—this was the size of our 2013 goods deficit with the 1.36-billion-strong People's
Republic of Made in China.
I discussed this in detail in my Thursday mailing. We're in uncharted waters—
—where no amount of lingo can swim without arms and legs.

938.
Baffle Us, Dazzle Us, Tell Us What We Need
February 10, 2014
For some reason or reasons, we act as if the U.S. was created on some TV reality show. If we don't care
what this country cost to build—
(stop, breathe, and think about that word “cost” for a moment)
—can we afford not to care what this country will cost to maintain?
OK, fine: baffle us, dazzle us, tell us what we need and what we deserve. Just don't forget about the money.
Where will the money come from? How long will our global competitors and adversaries continue to
maintain the illusion of a creditworthy United States?
Debt is not our problem. Creating wealth to pay for debt is our problem.
This particular feature of macroeconomics is similar to your household budget: nobody would care about
American debt if it were reasonably complimented by American industrial and agricultural output—or the
reasonable expectation of American industrial and agricultural output.
This is our country's job: to make things.
And there you have the elephant in the room. If we supported our own jobs—and not the outside world's
jobs—we could create enough real wealth to pay for all the education, healthcare, infrastructure,
entitlements, vacations, bazookas, and patriotic corruption any American could possibly imagine.
Of course, this would throw an elephant-sized wrench in our global competitors' and adversaries' plans.
Eventually, of course, America's bankers and free traders would settle down and thank us for making them
get real jobs.
The following article is awful, just awful, and someone needs a time-out:
“James Surowiecki Promotes Myth of Consumer Empowerment in the Face of the Crappification of Almost
Everything”
www.nakedcapitalism.com/2014/02/james-surowiecki-promotes-myth-consumer-empowerment-facecrappification-almost-everything.html
Yves Smith of naked capitalism misses her own story and an astounding number of opportunities to say
something about offshore outsourcing—in her highly popular blog that claims to be fearless in its defense of
ordinary people against entrenched interests and the wealthy. I suspect that Yves's day job—as Susan
Webber of Aurora Advisors Incorporated, on Park Avenue in New York City—is at least twice removed
from both the ordinary and the fearless.

Reader beware. Always beware. And buy American-made goods.

939.
Nothing Costs More To Settle Than A Trade Deficit
February 11, 2014
“Exclusive: Vancouver facing an influx of 45,000 more rich Chinese”
[SCMP link—February 7, 2014]
•
•

•

•

They are estimated to have a minimum combined wealth of C$12.9 billion (HK$90 billion).
Ottawa has vowed that the applications will be processed and few are typically rejected. The queue
of millionaires at Vancouver's doorstep has major implications in a city where housing is rated the
second-least affordable in the world, behind Hong Kong.
“Money is taking precedence over everything,” said [a Canadian] who has campaigned for increased
English signage in Richmond. “It's taking over the social fabric, Canadian culture. . . . You can see
the [wealth disparity] in the houses being built—it's no longer a single-family home, it's a mansion
with gates and security.”
The [South China Morning] Post's estimates are conservative, since they do not include Chinese who
enter via a separate investor immigrant programme run by Quebec, 90 per cent of whose arrivals
eventually end up living elsewhere in Canada.

“Ottawa has pledged to process the backlog of federal applications. Under the scheme's current rules,
principal applicants worth a minimum of C$1.6 million must loan the Canadian government C$800,000,
interest-free, for five years. They and family members can later apply for citizenship.”

940.
What Gives You The Right To Complain?
February 12, 2014
I hope “What Gives You The Right To Complain?” sounds more public-spirited than mean-spirited. I'm
ready to suggest we begin showing these badly raised children some tough love.
Economists: Would you have any authority—would your job even exist—without manufacturing? What do
you think put the “monetary” in your policies and the “currency” in your reserves?
Government employees: See “Economists” (above) and memorize the words “tax base.” Declarations of
Independence notwithstanding, the power of your government is currently derived from the consent of
foreign producers.
Banking and finance: What created the wealth you transfer, and the customers you target, and the income
streams you skim?
Service occupations: What could you possibly serve other than the demands created by goods production?
Therefore what pays your wages?
Social critics: Isn't hypocrisy always destructive in the long run? When public figures refuse to practice
what they preach, how can we take them seriously—much less follow their advice?
Worst of all might be the badly raised children who whine and whine (and whine) in their frustrated effort to
be taken seriously, and then become adults who whine and whine (and whine) because they have the correct
answers. They know how a system should work. They know when something is unfair. They know when
somebody is corrupt.
Again, I want you to think of me as patriotic, not just ill-tempered, so I won't say one word about the many,
many (many) public figures I know who seem to think it's perfectly OK to complain about the United States
and spend their money on foreign goods.
Except that they have it exactly backwards.

941.
Our Banks For China’s Factories
February 13, 2014
Our banks for China's factories. That would be a good trade.*
“China Trade Growth Defies Signs Of Slowdown”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-02-11/china-s-exports-top-estimates.html
•

•
•

China's export and import growth unexpectedly accelerated in January, defying signs the world's
second-largest economy will slow while fueling speculation that fake shipments are resurfacing.
Overseas shipments rose 10.6 percent from a year earlier. . . .
Imports advanced 10 percent, leaving a trade surplus of $31.9 billion, the widest for January since
2009.
Analysts at Royal Bank of Scotland Group Plc and Barclays Plc said they didn't see clear evidence of
inflated data in January. “While we remain puzzled by the strength of the export data, they seem to
point to actual strength,” Louis Kuijs, RBS chief China economist in Hong Kong, said in a note.

“Strong China trade growth confounds economists”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/71bbac12-938c-11e3-b07c-00144feab7de.html
•
•

In one camp were those who said the robust trade numbers painted a very positive picture of Chinese
demand and the global economy, suggesting that both are performing ahead of expectations.
But the other camp of analysts cast doubt over the figures. Along with blowing past forecasts, the
strong Chinese data also bucked the trend of more subdued January trade numbers reported around
Asia. “We are left with a nagging feeling that perhaps issues such as over-invoicing have risen
sharply in intensity early this year,” said Louis Kuijs, an economist with RBS.

“Canada scraps millionaire visa scheme, ‘dumps 46,000 Chinese applications’”
[SCMP link—February 12, 2014]
•

•

The surprise announcement was made in Finance Minister Jim Flaherty's budget, delivered to
parliament in Ottawa on Tuesday. An estimated 45,500 mainland Chinese in the queue for visas will
have their applications “eliminated” and their fees returned.
The announcement came less than a week after the South China Morning Post revealed how the
scheme was overwhelmed by an influx of applications from mainland millionaires at Canada's Hong
Kong consulate.

“HSBC Sued by Singapore Billionaire Lim’s Ex-Wife”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-02-11/hsbc-sued-by-singapore-billionaire-lim-s-ex-wife.html

•

•

•

Teo Geok Fong . . . claims she was misled into believing certain products were suitable for her risk
profile, according to her lawsuit filed against HSBC's [Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation's] Singapore unit. The London-based bank has denied wrongdoing.
HSBC “was always eager, motivated by their own commercial interests and/or financial benefits” to
persuade her to buy products including accumulators, decumulators and equity-linked notes,
according to Teo's complaint filed in Singapore High Court. The homemaker with high-school
education trusted her banker's advice, she said in the complaint.
HSBC, Europe's largest bank, asked the court to dismiss Teo's lawsuit, according to its defense filed
last month.

*Our five biggest banks for a bullfrog and a decoder ring would be better. I'd even throw in a few reporters.

942.
First, A True Story
February 14, 2014
Earlier this week, one of my readers told me about the advice he'd just gotten from a wealthy foreign tourist:
“You Americans really have to pull the plug—stop paying your taxes or something. Your leaders have
gotten out of hand.”
Today's watching what could be obvious—and what else we could stop doing about it:
“Gold keeps rising on physical demand”
[Xinhua link—February 14, 2014]
•

Strong physical demand from China gave a boost to gold.

“Mainland millionaires turning backs on Canada and looking to the US and Europe, say migration
agencies”
[SCMP link—Feburary 14, 2014]
•

Despite Canada being his first choice, Hu said there was little difference between Canada and the
US. “The important thing is to move away. I don't speak English so the destination really doesn't
matter,” he said. The US has been promoting its investor scheme in China and allows foreigners to
invest a minimum of US$500,000 in exchange for a green card.

“The Vampire Squid Strikes Again: The Mega Banks’ Most Devious Scam Yet”
www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/the-vampire-squid-strikes-again-the-mega-banks-most-devious-scamyet-20140212
•

Banks in America were never meant to own industries. This principle has been part of our culture
practically from the beginning of our history. The original restrictions on banks getting involved
with commerce were rooted in the classically American fear of overweening government power—
citizens in the early 1800s were concerned about the potential for monopolistic abuses posed by statesponsored banks.

“The high cost of subsidizing Wal-Mart’s profits”
www.systemicdisorder.wordpress.com/2013/12/18/high-cost-wal-mart
•

Each United States Wal-Mart costs taxpayers nearly $1 million because of the miserably low pay at
the same time that the four heirs to the Wal-Mart fortune possess $107 billion in wealth. That's no

coincidence. You subsidize Wal-Mart whether you shop there or not. And if you do shop there, you
are facilitating the movement of production to countries with the harshest sweatshop conditions.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Disobey? Are you crazy? We can't disobey—can we?
(That's me in the mirror? That's what I really look like? Are you crazy? How can that be me?)

943.
Animals
February 18, 2014
We are animals, after all, and all animals have their price. As helpless babies, we survive only because our
parents want us to survive, and so we learn how not to discourage their nobler instincts. As such, we begin
to assume our eventual shapes. As fully weaned (off the boob and fully functional) links in the natural food
chain, we survive by killing other plants and animals who, like us, are trying to make it to the next
generation.
A good place to watch people killing other members of their own species is any place that offers financial
security as freedom from fear. All animals have their price, and where money represents both life and death,
one will spend money to make money. War-related industries understand this, along with our health-related
industries, of course, and thought-related industries—but these are better as metaphors. It can be enough to
know the world has always been full of rich people who are willing to kill poor people for more money so
that they can buy less fear. This is not to say they’re always easy to recognize or that their methods are
consistent.
Lately, the sheer volume of people complaining about corruption has gotten almost comical. Our thoughtrelated industries, the people who gave us modern human communication and social intercourse, have
cleverly handed us to the childish and naïve by way of the Internet—an impressive display of old-fashioned
sales savvy to overcome our future objections. Now, not only are we willing to blame corruption for most of
our unhappiness, we’re quick to agree there’s nothing we can do about it. After all, the corruption is
unprecedented, and . . . the Ancient Romans . . . and . . . the blah, blah, blah.
The world has always been corrupt—it’s a helpless-baby thing—but for all we know the world is less corrupt
now—certainly on a per-capita basis—than it has ever been. We just hear more about corruption these days,
what with the Internet and Cable and people so shocked to hear some things for the first time.
No doubt about it, American education is one of those thought-related industries with a willingness to kill—
and this is no metaphor.
Rather than use the word “corruption” as a catch-all to justify our paralysis, we should examine different
types or features of corruption, such as globalization.
Here, we’d discover that when our industries were American, and our crooks were American, and the loot
stayed here, our country prospered. When Americans started buying foreign goods, our country began to
die.
We are animals—some much more than others.

944.
Two “Economists” to Compare and Contrast
February 20, 2014
“According to economists. . . .”
How do you feel when you hear those words?
I'm sending you two recent articles—one from a good person, one from a bad person. They are both Ph.D.
economists.
“It’s Time for Congress to Stop the War on Inventors” — by Pat Choate
www.huffingtonpost.com/pat-choate/its-time-for-congress-to-_1_b_4805301.html
“America risks becoming a Downton Abbey economy” — by Lawrence Summers
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/875155ce-8f25-11e3-be85-00144feab7de.html
Teach your children.
Teach them where to look—and why.

945.
Gallup: Americans’ Perceptions of Greatest U.S. Enemy
February 20, 2014
Today from Gallup:
“Far Fewer Americans Now Say Iran Is No. 1 U.S. Enemy”
www.gallup.com/poll/167501/far-fewer-americans-say-iran-no-enemy.aspx
•

China now edges out Iran and North Korea atop the list.

“Americans View China Mostly Unfavorably”
www.gallup.com/poll/167498/americans-view-china-mostly-unfavorably.aspx
•
•

Americans are more likely to perceive China's economy (52%) than its military (46%) as a “critical”
threat to U.S vital interests over the next 10 years.
Belief that China is the world's leading economic power has skyrocketed since 2000. Then, just one
in 10 Americans named China as the superior economic power; now, a reliable majority do. This is
likely attributable to China's impressive economic performance over the last 13 years—its economy
often growing by double digits over this time span—and the United States' often underwhelming,
crisis-ridden economy.

“Dollar to the Giant”
[lyrics]

946.
Stop Committing Indirect Suicide
February 21, 2014
If you're sick and tired of being sick and tired, there's a simple solution. Stop. Stop committing indirect
suicide. When you buy foreign-made goods, you directly support your enemies. When you bury your head
in the sand, you make your enemies' job just that much easier. Either way, there's a special place in Hell
reserved for traitors and hypocrites who betray their own flesh and blood. Otherwise, what would be the
point?
All three of these articles are to some degree diversionary, but they still warrant some understanding. The
last, in particular, reminds us that bankers, moneychangers, dearly love to facilitate transactions across
borders.
The friends of global finance have pooled their resources to teach you and me the wisdom of depriving our
own economy for the benefit of our enemies' economies.
After all, they're the same economy—right?
Yeah, right.
“Obama-Dalai meet angers China”
[Global Times link—2014-2-22]
•

It was the third meeting between Obama and the Dalai Lama since Obama became president in 2009.
The two previous meetings, in 2010 and 2011 respectively, also took place in the Map Room, which
is of less significance than the Oval Office.

“American flags made in China now banned in U.S. military”
www.cbsnews.com/news/american-flags-made-in-china-now-banned-in-us-military
•

While the military flag rule passed, a similar bill requiring all government-purchased flags be made
in the U.S. has repeatedly failed. The change isn't cheap. Chinese-made flags cost significantly less
than all-American ones.

“Obama Admin’s TPP Trade Officials Received Hefty Bonuses From Big Banks”
www.republicreport.org/2014/big-banks-tpp
•

Stefan Selig, a Bank of America investment banker nominated to become the Under Secretary for
International Trade at the Department of Commerce, received more than $9 million in bonus pay as
he was nominated to join the administration in November. The bonus pay came in addition to the

$5.1 million in incentive pay awarded to Selig last year. Michael Froman, the current U.S. Trade
Representative, received over $4 million as part of multiple exit payments when he left CitiGroup to
join the Obama administration.
Remember, the financial community doesn't create any new wealth; these parasites merely transfer wealth
originally created by economically productive factories, farms, and natural resources.
Who is the money being taken from? And who is the money being given to?
Stop committing indirect suicide.
Stop committing infanticide.

947.
Must Read—But Keep Your Wits And Stay On Your Feet
February 22, 2014
The good news is: they need us more than we need them—and we don't need them at all.
“Anatomy of the Deep State”
www.billmoyers.com/2014/02/21/anatomy-of-the-deep-state
•

The Deep State is the big story of our time. It is the red thread that runs through the war on terrorism,
the financialization and deindustrialization of the American economy, the rise of a plutocratic social
structure and political dysfunction. Washington is the headquarters of the Deep State, and its time in
the sun as a rival to Rome, Constantinople or London may be term-limited by its overweening sense
of self-importance and its habit, as Winwood Reade said of Rome, to “live upon its principal till ruin
stared it in the face.” “Living upon its principal,” in this case, means that the Deep State has been
extracting value from the American people in vampire-like fashion.

“Media Companies Lobby for Trans-Pacific Partnership”
www.republicreport.org/2014/tpp-media-companies
•

Earlier this month, Media Matters for America published a short research note revealing that most
major cable and broadcast news outlets have largely ignored the controversial Trans-Pacific
Partnership trade deal. It's worth noting that while these media companies have chosen to conceal the
deal from their viewers, behind closed doors, they are spending a considerable sum ensuring that they
emerge as beneficiaries of the TPP.

Now I ask you:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
—
[transcript]

948.
You People Are Overeducated and You Have No Right To
Speak
February 23, 2014
If you're an American citizen and you buy foreign products, you're doing your part to strengthen your
enemies and competitors and to weaken your own position.
Don't even get me started on the self-proclaimed “patriots” and “activists” who bump their gums and buy
Chinese goods.
The nicest thing I can say is that you people are overeducated and you have no right to speak.
The future will not be nearly so polite to your children—or to whatever it is you think you stand for.
“A Lesson In Propaganda: How China Fooled The BBC, The New York Times, And Other Wishful
Thinkers”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/02/23/a-lesson-in-propaganda-how-china-fooled-the-bbc-thenew-york-times-and-other-wishful-thinkers
•

To anyone who has been following the story long term, their motive is obvious: the slower
Westerners are to understand how profoundly the map of world power is changing, the less effective
will be any Western efforts to moderate Beijing's ambitions.

U.S. population: 318 millions
China population: 1,356 millions
U.S. current account deficit: -$440.4 billions
China current account surplus: +$193.1 billions

949.
Which State Is #1—and Why?
February 24, 2014
“North Dakota No. 1 in Well-Being, West Virginia Still Last”
www.gallup.com/poll/167435/north-dakota-well-being-west-virginia-still-last.aspx

Gallup notes: “The Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index score for the nation and for each state is an
average of six sub-indexes, which individually examine life evaluation, emotional health, work environment,
physical health, healthy behaviors, and access to basic necessities.”
Funny how they don't mention the state-owned Bank of North Dakota.

950.
Sochi and Ukraine; Hiding in Plain Sight
February 24, 2014
Fortunately, my readers know exactly what to do.
“Russia’s Economic Development to Offset Terrorist Fervor?”
www.michael-hudson.com/2014/02/russias-economic-development-to-offset-terrorist-fervor
•
•

•

•

•

•

If there were any time for those hostile to Russia to provoke an intemperate move, this was it.
Russia's poorly conceived Cossack intervention aside, it refrained from doing anything on the scale
of what Mayor Bloomberg did to Occupy Wall Street. This contrast was not drawn by the Western
media. The last thing that they would promote was the idea of Russia's new role as peacebroker on
the international stage.
What has collapsed the past two decades is not only much of Russia's infrastructure, but its
prospective middle class. Nothing would go further toward rebuilding prosperity than a national
program to transform the country's infrastructure. Sochi has shown the way forward. That is the real
story that the Western media have sidestepped.
Would not the world be a much better place with a developed and thriving Russia, building up a
middle class through a construction boom? Wouldn't Russia better develop if it blocked the escape of
its national wealth to offshore banks located in the West?
What terrifies the West is that Russia may in fact do as the Americans have historically done in
building up protected industry and agriculture and introducing a rule of law aiming at nationwide
development rather than a client kleptocracy.
That is the real nightmare of the US press, judging from its Olympic coverage: that Russia may
succeed and provide an alternative to the renewal of Cold War-like belligerence now being
encouraged by the American “resets” from Ukraine to Sochi.

“The Deep State Hiding in Plain Sight” [video]
www.billmoyers.com/episode/the-deep-state-hiding-in-plain-sight
•

•

•

It costs $400 by the time the Pentagon finishes paying contractors to haul one gallon of gasoline into
Afghanistan. That's a real extravagant amount of money. In both cases of the national security state
and the corporate state, they are sucking money out of the economy.
As our infrastructure collapses, we have a Tinkertoy power grid that goes out every time there's
inclement weather. Tens of millions of people are on food stamps. We incarcerate more people than
China, an authoritarian state with four times our population. Does anyone see the disparity between
this extravagance for the Deep State and the penury that is being forced on the rest of the country?
That isn't a natural evolution. Something made it happen.
I'm not making this up. You get a bigger incentive if you leave Wall Street to go regulate Wall
Street. So it is the fox is groomed for the chicken coop, and the Deep State grows fat on its prey.

“I'm advocating a higher form of financial responsibility, one that considers the difference between virtue
and vanity, virtue and cowardice. When our democracy is acceptable, America's real economy acceptable,
when the game is no longer rigged against us, we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation
and financial support—under conditions acceptable to the common man.”
Pull the plug.

951.
Relax. Left or Right, All Your Thinking Is Being Done For
You.
February 25, 2014
Two of the most deceptively imbecilic things I've seen all day:
“Experts: Obama Not Pushing Hard Enough for Trade Deal”
www.freebeacon.com/experts-obama-not-pushing-hard-enough-for-trade-deal
•

•

The Peterson Institute for International Economics has estimated that the TPP would produce $295
billion in annual global income gains, including $78 billion for the United States. Proponents say it
would also assist low-income Americans by lowering the prices of goods and services.
“If he cannot drag Democrats back to their senses, the world will lose its best opportunity in two
decades for a burst of liberalization,” the Economist wrote in a recent editorial. “It will also be a
signal that America is giving up its role as defender of an open global economy in the same way that
Mr. Obama has retreated in foreign policy.”

“Twenty Billionaires or Megabillionaires Who Could Run for President of the United States in 2016 to
Break the Two-Party Duopoly from the Primary to Election Day”
www.nader.org/2014/02/24/twenty-billionaires-megabillionaires-run-president-united-states-2016-breaktwo-party-duopoly-primary-election-day
•

•

Presently, only very rich modestly enlightened people could have a chance to break this introverting
cycle of political oligarchy, which unenlightened rich people generally approve of, that sets its own
rules, makes its own laws, appoints its own judges and even brazenly forces taxpayers to finance its
quadrennial political conventions.
I sent this proposal to the twenty super-rich ahead of the public release to give them a “heads-up,” so
that they can reflect on its aforementioned purpose.

I suspect these twenty super-rich are in the habit of rejecting such proposals as flattering but unnecessary—
certainly, when one considers the sources of their super-wealth.
I don't know which is more disappointing: Nader's naiveté or his inflexibility. Here's a lawyer who's always
worked within the system—but the system, his system, is broken. At least, it's breaking down faster than he
can keep up.
Neither is any excuse for suggesting that our democracy depends on a small number of people who are very
rich and modestly enlightened—whatever the heck this means.
You and I are far from helpless. You and I hold all the cards.

If we would play them.
—
[“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” transcript]

952.
Why Americans Don’t Understand China’s Growth
February 26, 2014
“The Mystery Of China’s Growth: Five Reasons Why Americans Will Never Understand It”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/02/26/the-mystery-of-chinas-growth-five-reasons-whyamericans-will-never-understand-it
•
•

•

As I noted here a few days ago, Western observers have long issued apocalyptic forecasts of China's
“coming collapse.” These have invariably proved futile but they keep coming.
The ultimate source is a remarkable “upside-down” propaganda program emanating from Beijing.
The net effect has been to foster procrastination and complacency at a time when Washington should
long ago have moved decisively to end China's trade cheating and intellectual property theft.
A recent BBC documentary predicting China's collapse illustrated five key blindspots that obscure
from Westerners how strong the Chinese system truly is.

Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn't fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant's hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
—
[“Dollar to the Giant” lyrics]

953.
The Street Sense of a Prairie Dog
February 27, 2014
I once saw a nature film about prairie dogs protecting their young from rattlesnakes. Did you know that
most of us don't have the street sense of a prairie dog?*
“India Becomes US’s Largest Defense Market—IHS Balance of Trade Study”
http://press.ihs.com/press-release/aerospace-defense-terrorism/india-becomes-uss-largest-defense-market%E2%80%93-ihs-balance-tra
Key Highlights:
•
•
•
•
•

East Asian imports surge by over 25 percent to $12.2 billion
China becomes East Asia's largest defense equipment importer, supplanting South Korea
South Korea breaks into the top 10 of global national exporters and is forecast to overtake China by
2015
Thales leaps from 10th to seventh place in global export rankings
Global trade in military vehicles is forecast to drop by one-third over three years

Additional Information:
•

•

•

East Asia's major player, China, saw its imports surge over 50 percent. China's imports, bolstered by
growing ties with Russia, increased from about $1.5 billion in 2012 to $2.29 billion in 2013, making
it the region's largest importer. While the US remains the primary exporter to East Asia, Russia
increased its exports from roughly $3.5 billion to $4.5 billion, mostly due to increased engine and
fighter jet trade with China.
South Korea not only increased its exports regionally but also managed to export at a global level.
We saw deals with Iraq, Indonesia, Turkey, United Kingdom, Azerbaijan and the Philippines to name
a few. South Korea increased its exports from $0.3 billion to $0.6 billion this year and by 2015 it will
be exporting $1.5 billion a year in defence equipment. This will likely supplant some of the major
Western companies in the process.
Ground vehicles, which account for a sixth of the world market, fell by seven percent in 2013. This
fall is an ongoing trend as emerging countries seek to develop local vehicle assembly capacity,
compounded by the end of operational requirements in Iraq and Afghanistan.

*Obviously, this hasn't always been the case.
We used to communicate as well as prairie dogs, and we listened for rattlesnakes, not to rattlesnakes.

954.
A pleasant-sounding euphemism for Appalachification
February 27, 2014
Another article by Thomas Frank. Don't let the liberal title throw you; Frank never even mentions Paul
Krugman. Neither should you bristle when a responsible historian uses the word “liberal.” Partisan
propaganda notwithstanding, if Americans weren't liberal, we'd still be English.
“Paul Krugman won’t save us: We need a new conversation about inequality”
www.salon.com/2014/02/23/paul_krugman_wont_save_us_we_need_a_new_conversation_about_inequality
•
•

•

What really defines our time is the simultaneous soaring of inequality and the maddening inability . .
. to talk about it in a way that might actually inspire anyone to get off their ass.
To our ancestors, though, this same issue was the most basic matter of all. What we call “inequality”
they called “the social question”; the phrase denoted nothing less than the eternal conflict of rich and
poor. Let us recall how they used to address the subject. . . .
We owe the economists thanks for making the situation plain, but now matters must of necessity pass
into other hands. If the destruction of the middle class is ever to be addressed and solved, the impetus
must come from below, not from above. This is a job we have to do ourselves.

If you read this article it won't take you long and besides you might like it and have new conversations.

955.
We Get Our Information From People With Comfortable
Salaries
February 28, 2014
We get our information from people with comfortable salaries. Most of them care more about themselves
than they care about anyone else in the whole world, which I'm pretty sure means they're incapable of love.
But what about the rest of us? These days, these distressing days of our own devising, it doesn't take much
more than a full dinner plate to make us forget.
Here is an excellent rant from a former U.S. Assistant Secretary of the Treasury:
“Ukrainian Neo-Nazis Declare that Power Comes Out of the Barrels of their Guns"
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/02/26/ukrainian-neo-nazis-declare-power-comes-barrels-guns
•

•

•

•

I might have been the first and only to predict that Washington's organization of pro-EU Ukrainian
politicians into a coup against the elected government of Ukraine would destroy democracy and
establish the precedent that force prevails over elections, thereby empowering the organized and
armed extreme right-wing. This is precisely what has happened.
The situation will almost certainly lead to war. Only Putin's diplomatic skills could prevent it.
However, Putin has been demonized by Washington and the whores who comprise the US print and
TV media. European and British politicians would have their Washington paychecks cut off if they
aligned with Putin. War is unavoidable, because the Western public is out to lunch.
Reality is simply too much for mentally and emotionally weak people who are capable of holding on
to their delusions in the face of all evidence to the contrary. The masses of deluded people and the
total inability of Washington, wallowing in its hubris, to admit a mistake, mean that Washington's
destabilization of Ukraine is a problem for us all.
Let us all cross our fingers that another war is not the consequence of the insouciant American public,
the craven cowardice of the presstitute media, Washington's corrupt European puppets, and the utter
mendacity of the criminals who rule in Washington.

Fortunately, your children will pay for most of your insouciance, your mental and emotional weakness.
Your country has been talked into retiring from productive work and spending its accumulated wealth on
everything except your children's country.
Anyway, that's my information.
Where do you get yours?

956.
Banking, Herring & Fracking
March 1, 2014
Interesting reading. Remember that Swedes trade at a surplus and think of themselves as Swedes—so they
offer lessons for Americans, too.
“Sweden’s Banking Model Offers Lessons for Europe”
www.institutionalinvestor.com/Article/3311070/Swedens-Banking-Model-Offers-Lessons-for-Europe.html
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

“We just ask ourselves, ‘What are the opportunities in this neighborhood?’” That confident attitude
is a hallmark of the Swedish banking system, whose robust health stands in sharp contrast to most of
the 18-nation euro zone.
It wasn't ever thus. The banking sector owes much of its strength today to a devastating financial
crisis that shook the country in the early 1990s. Back then the bursting of a housing bubble and a run
on the krona triggered a financial meltdown . . . prompting the government to provide a massive
bailout and deposit guarantees to keep the sector afloat.
Crucially, regulators forced the banks to carry out painful reforms that steeled them for weathering
future storms. The banks shrank their balance sheets—by 50 percent or more in some cases—and
simplified their businesses by focusing on loans and fees while abandoning proprietary trading.
Most of all, they embraced the notion that carefully managing risk is the key to delivering sustainable
returns.
Swedish banks have the lowest nonperforming-loan ratio among industrial countries: a minuscule 0.3
percent . . . while French and German banks have NPL ratios of 5.2 percent and 2.5 percent,
respectively.
[Swedish banks] have no global domination plans, just a business mix of mostly plain-vanilla retail
and commercial banking. But this boring strategy is attractive to investors because these banks
manage to generate high capital returns even in a very tough regulatory environment.
Sweden certainly isn't the profligate nanny state that Tea Party Republicans warn the U.S. threatens
to become. Sweden pared public spending from a peak of 67 percent of gross domestic product in
1993 down to 49 percent in the first half of 2013—less than France (53 percent) and on a par with
Italy. The government ran a budget surplus of 2.3 percent of GDP in the first nine months of 2013.

This said, Americans should take a closer look at North Dakota's banking model. According to GallupHealthways, our only bank-owning state ranks first among our “United” States for overall human wellbeing.
Just fracking? Nope. Just economics.

957.
Is Washington Using Your Tax Dollars Against You?
March 2, 2014
Show of hands:
•
•
•
•

How many Americans don't feel self-destructive when they buy foreign goods?
How many American parents have talked with their children about where economies come from?
How many Americans don't feel self-destructive when they send money to Washington DC?
How many American parents have talked with their children about where Military-Industrial (Congressional) complexes come from?

Once more, with feeling, in attempt to make sense of current world events:
“Eisenhower Farewell Address”
www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/dwightdeisenhowerfarewell.html [text, audio]
www.c-span.org/video/?15026-1/eisenhower-farewell-address [video]
Note that the speech was delivered in 1961—significantly, before we were told we had no choice but to vote
for actors who were (also) tele-prompted by tele-puppetmasters.
Our trade surplus—a surplus!—was in the $ billions.
Life was good, because we knew we could do it again.

958.
A revision . . . that deserves your more positive attention
March 3, 2014
Last Tuesday, I sent you a piece I titled “Relax. Left or Right, All Your Thinking Is Being Done For You.”
I began by announcing “two of the most deceptively imbecilic things I've seen all day” and then spent most
of my (and your) time on #2, the thing from Ralph Nader.
CounterPunch has today published a revision by Mr. Nader that deserves your more positive attention:
“Wanted: Modestly Enlightened Very Rich People”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/03/03/wanted-modestly-enlightened-very-rich-people
•
•

So, short of a mass popular resurgence, how can we break free of this destructive cycle of same-old
bought and sold elections and tired rhetoric that ultimately leads to gridlock government?
With deep disappointment over the Democratic and Republican parties at an all-time high, 2016 is an
ideal time for new challengers to step up and change the two-way conversation in American politics.

Concludes Nader:
“Who will answer the call?”

959.
All Power Is Derived From Industry
March 3, 2014
Case against globalization.
(All people are not the same. Americans would not be happy under foreign rule. We have more in common
with Russia than we do with China or Japan. We have more in common with the Middle East than we do
with China or Japan. Americans would not be happy under China or Japan. We are fools to surrender our
power under any circumstances.)
All power is derived from industry.
“Forget The ‘Comfort Women’ Row: Here’s Postwar Japan’s Biggest Abomination And It Is Still
Unresolved”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/03/03/forget-the-comfort-women-row-heres-postwar-japansbiggest-abomination-and-it-is-still-unresolved
•

•

•

As recounted by the historian Sheldon Harris, author of Factories of Death: Japanese Biological
Warfare 1932-45 and the American Cover-up, perhaps as many as 12,000 people were exterminated
in laboratory experiments.
For many years after World War II both the United States and Japan swept the scandal under the rug.
Even when [in the 1980s John W.] Powell used the Freedom of Information Act to reveal the extent
of the scandal, his article was largely ignored by the mainstream American press. As for the
perpetrators, they were granted an amnesty by the United States, in a deal in which they promised to
share their findings with American germ warfare scientists.
Most shockingly of all, Takeo Tamiya, who in his capacity as professor of medicine at Tokyo
University served as Unit 731's chief recruiter, served twice in the 1950s as president of the Japan
Medical Association. He also served as president of the Japanese Association of Medical Sciences
from 1948 until his death in 1963. In terms of national obloquy, the disgrace would hardly have been
greater had Josef Mengele been emerged as leader of Germany's postwar medical profession. To say
the least all this raises questions about the status of the Hippocratic oath in Japan—a nation that, if
U.S. Cold War propaganda is to be believed, miraculously was converted en masse to Western values
in the space of a couple of weeks in the fall of 1945.

Now, getting back to that Eisenhower farewell speech I sent out yesterday: it's one of those things that
everyone thinks they know but they really don't.
And it shows. Here's the text:

Good evening, my fellow Americans.
First, I should like to express my gratitude to the radio and television networks for the opportunities they
have given me over the years to bring reports and messages to our nation. My special thanks go to them for
the opportunity of addressing you this evening.
Three days from now, after half century in the service of our country, I shall lay down the responsibilities of
office as, in traditional and solemn ceremony, the authority of the Presidency is vested in my successor. This
evening, I come to you with a message of leave-taking and farewell, and to share a few final thoughts with
you, my countrymen.
Like every other—Like every other citizen, I wish the new President, and all who will labor with him,
Godspeed. I pray that the coming years will be blessed with peace and prosperity for all.
Our people expect their President and the Congress to find essential agreement on issues of great moment,
the wise resolution of which will better shape the future of the nation. My own relations with the Congress,
which began on a remote and tenuous basis when, long ago, a member of the Senate appointed me to West
Point, have since ranged to the intimate during the war and immediate post-war period, and finally to the
mutually interdependent during these past eight years. In this final relationship, the Congress and the
Administration have, on most vital issues, cooperated well, to serve the nation good, rather than mere
partisanship, and so have assured that the business of the nation should go forward. So, my official
relationship with the Congress ends in a feeling—on my part—of gratitude that we have been able to do so
much together.
We now stand ten years past the midpoint of a century that has witnessed four major wars among great
nations. Three of these involved our own country. Despite these holocausts, America is today the strongest,
the most influential, and most productive nation in the world. Understandably proud of this pre-eminence,
we yet realize that America's leadership and prestige depend, not merely upon our unmatched material
progress, riches, and military strength, but on how we use our power in the interests of world peace and
human betterment.
Throughout America's adventure in free government, our basic purposes have been to keep the peace, to
foster progress in human achievement, and to enhance liberty, dignity, and integrity among peoples and
among nations. To strive for less would be unworthy of a free and religious people. Any failure traceable to
arrogance, or our lack of comprehension, or readiness to sacrifice would inflict upon us grievous hurt, both at
home and abroad.
Progress toward these noble goals is persistently threatened by the conflict now engulfing the world. It
commands our whole attention, absorbs our very beings. We face a hostile ideology global in scope, atheistic
in character, ruthless in purpose, and insiduous [insidious] in method. Unhappily, the danger it poses
promises to be of indefinite duration. To meet it successfully, there is called for, not so much the emotional
and transitory sacrifices of crisis, but rather those which enable us to carry forward steadily, surely, and
without complaint the burdens of a prolonged and complex struggle with liberty the stake. Only thus shall we
remain, despite every provocation, on our charted course toward permanent peace and human betterment.
Crises there will continue to be. In meeting them, whether foreign or domestic, great or small, there is a
recurring temptation to feel that some spectacular and costly action could become the miraculous solution to
all current difficulties. A huge increase in newer elements of our defenses; development of unrealistic
programs to cure every ill in agriculture; a dramatic expansion in basic and applied research—these and
many other possibilities, each possibly promising in itself, may be suggested as the only way to the road we
wish to travel.

But each proposal must be weighed in the light of a broader consideration: the need to maintain balance in
and among national programs, balance between the private and the public economy, balance between the
cost and hoped for advantages, balance between the clearly necessary and the comfortably desirable, balance
between our essential requirements as a nation and the duties imposed by the nation upon the individual,
balance between actions of the moment and the national welfare of the future. Good judgment seeks balance
and progress. Lack of it eventually finds imbalance and frustration. The record of many decades stands as
proof that our people and their Government have, in the main, understood these truths and have responded to
them well, in the face of threat and stress.
But threats, new in kind or degree, constantly arise. Of these, I mention two only.
A vital element in keeping the peace is our military establishment. Our arms must be mighty, ready for
instant action, so that no potential aggressor may be tempted to risk his own destruction. Our military
organization today bears little relation to that known of any of my predecessors in peacetime, or, indeed, by
the fighting men of World War II or Korea.
Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States had no armaments industry. American makers of
plowshares could, with time and as required, make swords as well. But we can no longer risk emergency
improvisation of national defense. We have been compelled to create a permanent armaments industry of
vast proportions. Added to this, three and a half million men and women are directly engaged in the defense
establishment. We annually spend on military security alone more than the net income of all United States
cooperations—corporations.
Now this conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is new in the American
experience. The total influence—economic, political, even spiritual—is felt in every city, every Statehouse,
every office of the Federal government. We recognize the imperative need for this development. Yet, we
must not fail to comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, resources, and livelihood are all involved. So is
the very structure of our society.
In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether
sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced
power exists and will persist. We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or
democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can
compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful
methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together.
Akin to, and largely responsible for the sweeping changes in our industrial-military posture, has been the
technological revolution during recent decades. In this revolution, research has become central; it also
becomes more formalized, complex, and costly. A steadily increasing share is conducted for, by, or at the
direction of, the Federal government.
Today, the solitary inventor, tinkering in his shop, has been overshadowed by task forces of scientists in
laboratories and testing fields. In the same fashion, the free university, historically the fountainhead of free
ideas and scientific discovery, has experienced a revolution in the conduct of research. Partly because of the
huge costs involved, a government contract becomes virtually a substitute for intellectual curiosity. For every
old blackboard there are now hundreds of new electronic computers. The prospect of domination of the
nation's scholars by Federal employment, project allocations, and the power of money is ever present—and
is gravely to be regarded.
Yet, in holding scientific research and discovery in respect, as we should, we must also be alert to the equal
and opposite danger that public policy could itself become the captive of a scientific-technological elite.

It is the task of statesmanship to mold, to balance, and to integrate these and other forces, new and old,
within the principles of our democratic system—ever aiming toward the supreme goals of our free society.
Another factor in maintaining balance involves the element of time. As we peer into society's future, we—
you and I, and our government—must avoid the impulse to live only for today, plundering for our own ease
and convenience the precious resources of tomorrow. We cannot mortgage the material assets of our
grandchildren without risking the loss also of their political and spiritual heritage. We want democracy to
survive for all generations to come, not to become the insolvent phantom of tomorrow.
During the long lane of the history yet to be written, America knows that this world of ours, ever growing
smaller, must avoid becoming a community of dreadful fear and hate, and be, instead, a proud confederation
of mutual trust and respect. Such a confederation must be one of equals. The weakest must come to the
conference table with the same confidence as do we, protected as we are by our moral, economic, and
military strength. That table, though scarred by many fast frustrations—past frustrations, cannot be
abandoned for the certain agony of disarmament—of the battlefield.
Disarmament, with mutual honor and confidence, is a continuing imperative. Together we must learn how to
compose differences, not with arms, but with intellect and decent purpose. Because this need is so sharp and
apparent, I confess that I lay down my official responsibilities in this field with a definite sense of
disappointment. As one who has witnessed the horror and the lingering sadness of war, as one who knows
that another war could utterly destroy this civilization which has been so slowly and painfully built over
thousands of years, I wish I could say tonight that a lasting peace is in sight.
Happily, I can say that war has been avoided. Steady progress toward our ultimate goal has been made. But
so much remains to be done. As a private citizen, I shall never cease to do what little I can to help the world
advance along that road.
So, in this, my last good night to you as your President, I thank you for the many opportunities you have
given me for public service in war and in peace. I trust in that—in that—in that service you find some things
worthy. As for the rest of it, I know you will find ways to improve performance in the future.
You and I, my fellow citizens, need to be strong in our faith that all nations, under God, will reach the goal
of peace with justice. May we be ever unswerving in devotion to principle, confident but humble with power,
diligent in pursuit of the Nations' great goals.
To all the peoples of the world, I once more give expression to America's prayerful and continuing
aspiration: We pray that peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, may have their great human needs
satisfied; that those now denied opportunity shall come to enjoy it to the full; that all who yearn for freedom
may experience its few spiritual blessings. Those who have freedom will understand, also, its heavy
responsibility; that all who are insensitive to the needs of others will learn charity; and that the sources—
scourges of poverty, disease, and ignorance will be made [to] disappear from the earth; and that in the
goodness of time, all peoples will come to live together in a peace guaranteed by the binding force of mutual
respect and love.
Now, on Friday noon, I am to become a private citizen. I am proud to do so. I look forward to it.
Thank you, and good night.

960.
How Do You Like Feeling Weak, America?
March 4, 2014
All power is derived from industry.
Half the world is laughing at us; the other half is scared to death. Both halves know the truth even if we
don't.
We are feeble because our factories are feeble. Our factories are feeble because our minds are feeble.
We are the freedom lovers who bought foreign goods.
The more we bought, the weaker we got. The weaker we got, the more we bought.
When our money ran out, we bartered our freedom. When our freedom ran out, we bartered our children's
freedom.
When our children's freedom ran out, we bartered our children's lives.
Half the world is laughing at us; the other half is disgusted.
All power is derived from industry.
“Cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp
for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to
unjust dominion.”
George Washington was right. Still, we could rebuild those engines if we wanted to. We could usurp for
ourselves the reins of our own government.
We could begin by including ourselves among the unprincipled.
All power is derived from the best industrial policy.

961.
Breadth and Depth of Knowledge at No Charge
March 6, 2014
Today I'm particularly moved by the breadth and depth of knowledge available to us at no charge. Not that
the learning doesn't require some effort on our part. We have to click something—like a mouse or a remote
control—and then we have to suspend disbelief for what can feel like kind of a long time. But it's amazing,
almost humbling, what our leaders are willing to provide—not only in the way of information, but
convenience as well—spending $ billions on us and asking for nothing in return.
The results of their generous billions are everywhere to be seen.
On the other hand—can you believe it?—there are still some people who think that you get what you pay for
and—get this—there's no such thing as a free lunch. These people make me suspicious. I'm suspicious that
their customers have money and there are some very good reasons that they do.
From Richard A. McCormack and one of my favorite subscription-only newsletters:
“The Great Disconnect: Americans Want Washington To Deal With Manufacturing, But Washington
Is Not Responding”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/Manufacturing-poll-0228141.html
•

When asked, “which of the following industries is the most important to the strength of the American
economy?” 32 percent of Americans said “manufacturing,” followed by 19 percent saying “high tech
and knowledge industries,” 12 percent saying health care, 11 percent saying agriculture, 8 percent
saying housing and construction, 6 percent saying finance, and 4 percent saying services and retail.

Good luck finding someone in the “no-charge” media who cares anything about your life—or even thinks
that it's yours.

962.
If the Business of America is Business, We’re in Real Trouble
March 7, 2014
A country's job is to make things—and to protect its people, by making things. Today's trade report can tell
us how we're doing, or not, in this so-called “global” economy.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—January 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Seasonally adjusted, we lost over a billion dollars per day in January, and this includes our trade in services:
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $39.1 billion in January
from $39.0 billion in December (revised), as imports increased more than exports.

In actual not seasonally adjusted terms, our wealth-producing, people-protecting, “making things” sector lost
almost two billion dollars per day in January:
•
•
•

The Nation's deficit in goods increased to $57.1 billion in January from $51.3 billion in December.
The Nation's deficit in goods with the People's Republic of China increased to $27.8 billion in
January from $24.5 billion in December.
Note that the January import average price per barrel of crude oil ($90.21) was the lowest since
February 2011 ($87.17).

I wonder how many American jobs and businesses it takes to absorb a $ billion in losses every day and still
manage to survive. We used to like saying that “the business of America is business,” but this is beginning
to sound a little silly—embarrassing, really. We have become terrible businesspeople.
We don't even use our own products. Which brings us to the jobs report:
“The Employment Situation—February 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
Today's seasonally adjusted “headline” disinformation:
•
•

We gained +175,000 nonfarm jobs in February.
The unemployment rate increased from 6.6% to 6.7%.

What really happened, without the seasonal legerdemain, from Table B-1:
•

We gained +750,000 nonfarm jobs in February.

•
•
•
•

Of these, +9,000 were goods-producing jobs; +291,000 were private service-providing jobs; and
+450,000 were government jobs.
Oil and gas extraction gained +600 jobs.
Financial activities gained +15,000 jobs.
Retail trade lost -212,500 jobs.

Gee. . . .

963.
We the Stricken, Nowadays Unnatural
March 8, 2014
Have you noticed that people in the Military-Industrial-Congressional Complex don't always make complete
sense? For example, they work very hard to move our production offshore and they believe our economy is
too weak to thrive without war.
What strikes me as particularly . . . striking is that we the stricken keep falling for their same old tricks.
I suppose that, on some level, most of us know better—but this won't save our children from the ravages of
natural selection.
For your consideration or resurrection:
“War Is A Racket”
•

www.archive.org/details/WarIsARacket

“The Deadly Mix of Hysteria and Defense Budget Politics”
•

www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/03/ukraine-cape-job.html

“Explore Ukrainian influence battles with foreign lobbying docs”
•

www.sunlightfoundation.com/blog/2014/03/06/explore-ukrainian-influence-battles-with-fara-docs

I tried to find a good article about China's role in the current “Ukraine” crisis, but I could not. I'll just have
to keep thinking the M-I-C-C needs China's money, Russia has China's support, and China will eventually
get all the marbles.
Such are the ravages of natural selection. For us to fight back would be nowadays unnatural.
—
[“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” transcript]

964.
The People We Love and The Food We Eat
March 9, 2014
Children are happiest when learning, and in this sense it's impossible to grow out of childhood, so we never
do. Not that every bit of new information makes us happy— Santa Claus and parental infallibility are useful
arguments—but, really, what did we learn except that our trust had been betrayed and we'd have to start from
scratch in our understanding?
It's not our nature to fear how the world really works. We want to learn everything we can—and we don't
like anything getting in our way.
Children—and/or adults in their honest state—can work with the truth. It's the dishonest adults who terrorize
us into sitting on the sidelines—experiencing our lives through electronic media—right down to the people
we love and the food we eat.
“Why are American women dying in childbirth?”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/03/why-are-american-women-dying-childbirth201438161633539780.html
•
•
•

The US ranks 50th in maternal mortality globally—falling behind every other industrialised nation.
The US spends more than any other country on costs associated with maternal healthcare.
Main maternal age has risen. Obesity is also on the rise . . . which also increases the chances of
birthing complications.

“The Fat Drug”
www.nytimes.com/2014/03/09/opinion/sunday/the-fat-drug.html
•
•

•

What if that meat is us?
In 1955, a crowd gathered in a hotel ballroom to watch as feed salesmen climbed onto a scale; the
men were competing to see who could gain the most weight in four months, in imitation of the cattle
and hogs that ate their antibiotic-laced food. Pfizer sponsored the competition.
Alexander Fleming—the Scottish biologist who discovered penicillin—visited the University of
Minnesota. His American hosts proudly informed him that by feeding antibiotics to hogs, farmers
had already saved millions of dollars in slop. But Fleming seemed disturbed by the thought of
applying that logic to humans. “I can't predict that feeding penicillin to babies will do society much
good,” he said. “Making people larger might do more harm than good.”

Tell that to the people who earn their living by doing other people more harm than good.

965.
They Only Want Your Money and Everything It Means
March 10, 2014
They only want your money and everything it means. When you vote them into power, when you consume
their goods and services, you make their job easy. You know it and I know it—and someday your children
will know it.
“US a full partner in Ukraine debacle”
www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/columns/2014/03/03/cold-war-over-russia-isn-zerosum/Df9VSHeJFpKUz3tRKDjUXJ/story.html
•

From the moment the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, the United States has relentlessly pursued a
strategy of encircling Russia. . . .

“This is what a job in the U.S.’ new manufacturing industry looks like”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2014/03/09/this-is-what-a-job-in-the-u-s-newmanufacturing-industry-looks-like
•

Young doesn't actually work for Nissan—he works for Yates Services, an in-house contractor . . . a
company within a company . . . and the disparity isn't just symbolic. Yates pays between $10 and
$18 an hour, which is about half what Nissan employees make. Plus, the gap in benefits is wide.
More than anything, working for Yates means that Young can't live an adult life.

“Saudis Backing Israel’s Mossad. Confirmed?”
www.barrymlando.com/https/barry-landosquarespacecom/2014/3/8/saudis-backing-israels-mossadconfirmed
•

Saudi Arabia isn't just coordinating its own intelligence efforts with Israel. It's actually financing a
good deal of Israel's very expensive campaign against Iran.

“‘Parody’ protesters march to urge mainlanders to ‘reignite their patriotism . . . and shop at home’”
[SCMP link—March 9, 2014]
•

“If they really love their country, they should stay and shop on the mainland, not come to Hong
Kong,” said Leung Song, 24, convenor of the march's organizer, the Coalition of True Love for
Country and Party. Protest organizer Leung Song said “true patriots would buy Chinese products”.
Leung said they bought the costumes and props from Taobao, a mainland e-commerce platform.
“We support Chinese products and our motherland,” he said. Another protester, Alex Lam, 21, a
university student, said: “We do not dislike mainland tourists. We simply want to support them in

their development of patriotic love, and think it'd be better for them to buy Chinese instead of foreign
imported products.”
“Putin Speaks”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/03/10/putin-speaks
•

You can read an English translation of Vladimir Putin's March 4 press conference here. Americans
have not experienced political leadership or an independent media for such a long time that they will
be amazed at the straightforward answers from the Russian President and by media asking real
questions.

We can do better. You and I can do better.
You know it and I know it.

966.
How the Appearance of a Graph Can Be Improved
March 10, 2014
I thought you'd like to see the difference between “Seasonally Adjusted” and “Not Seasonally Adjusted” in
graphic detail.
This data might work:
“Employment-Population Ratio – Bachelor’s Degree and Higher, 25 years and over”
We can visualize this relatively elite category of American workers since 2000, the year that Washington
gave China what used to be called “most favored nation” status. You might recall that in 1999 our goods
deficit with China was $68.7 billion while our goods deficit with the world was $328.8 billion. In 2013 our
goods deficit with China was $318.4 billion and our goods deficit with the world was $688.4 billion.
Not seasonally adjusted, the line is a little jumpy, the ups and downs more extreme:

Seasonally adjusted, everything looks . . .

. . . smoother?

967.
In a personal e-mail today, I wrote:
March 11, 2014
In a personal e-mail today, I wrote:
“People keep forgetting that on the day before 9/11, Donald Rumsfeld announced that the Pentagon couldn't
account for $2.3 trillion. This ‘Ukraine’ crisis is also convenient, arriving as it did with the new Pentagon
budget.”
I thought it was worth passing along, with a reminder:
The Pentagon is not supported by prosperous American taxpayers in a powerful American manufacturing
economy. The Pentagon has to borrow money from the People's Republic of China.

968.
Not Coincidentally, We Were Less Dishonest in 1975
March 13, 2014
Lots of variety today? No, maybe life is too simple. First a couple of reality checks or maybe just one. The
People's Liberation Army had an idea by 1999 when they called us “the world's number one debtor nation, a
country which relies on the inflow of foreign capital to support its economic prosperity, the United States.”
After 15 more years of “inflow”—which became inflooding—now can we please stop blaming Wall Street
for the crash?—we're in even worse shape today. According to the CIA's World Factbook, our current
account financial balance puts us dead last in the global rankings, #193 of 193 countries. For the time being,
our enemies and competitors want us to look like we're still standing, for the time being.
“America’s $1 Trillion National Security Budget”
www.pogo.org/our-work/straus-military-reform-project/defense-budget/2014/americas-one-trillion-nationalsecurity-budget.html
•

[Essential understanding and a must read—but be careful not to misinterpret the comments about
“scarcity of money.”]

“In a personal e-mail today, I wrote:” — in case you missed this
[FFC #967]
•

•

People keep forgetting that on the day before 9/11, Donald Rumsfeld announced that the Pentagon
couldn't account for $2.3 trillion. This “Ukraine” crisis is also convenient, arriving as it did with the
new Pentagon budget.
The Pentagon is not supported by prosperous American taxpayers in a powerful American
manufacturing economy. The Pentagon has to borrow money from the People's Republic of China.

“10 Things They Won’t Tell You about Money in Politics”
www.opensecrets.org/resources/10things
•

How much money from foreign countries is really entering the US system?

“The struggle for Central Asia: Russia vs China”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/02/struggle-central-asia-russia-vs-201422585652677510.html
•

[“The neighbor of my neighbor is my friend” is always worth a look.]

“Film as film”

www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/art-books/film-as-film
•

Not coincidentally, this relentless chattering, applauding and bickering coincided with a particularly
brilliant period for American movies. In 1975 the Oscar nominees for best picture were: One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest, Barry Lyndon, Dog Day Afternoon, Jaws, and Nashville. Today, passionate
debates about culture are more likely to revolve around the sexual politics of Girls or the power
struggles in Game of Thrones than the movies.

Not coincidentally, 1975 was the last year the U.S. had a trade surplus. It's been downhill ever since for the
American economy and American art—and science, for that matter.
Not coincidentally, we were less dishonest in 1975.

969.
To Be or Not To Be, continued
March 14, 2014
“A study by the University of Massachusetts found that 60 percent of adults could not have a 10-minute
conversation without lying at least once.”
“The Surprisingly Large Cost of Telling Small Lies”
http://boss.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/11/the-surprisingly-large-cost-of-telling-small-li
•
•

•
•
•

•

“The secret to success in business and in life is to never, ever, ever tell a lie,” he said.
That stumped me. I know that lying is bad and telling the truth is good—we learn that as children.
But the secret to success? I looked at Peter [one of our angel investors], confused and skeptical. He
nodded and assured me, “Complete honesty is the access to ultimate power.”
It was obvious why our team wasn't working. People didn't trust each other. The result was a culture
of obfuscation and backstabbing in which we achieved less than we were capable of achieving.
A study by the University of Massachusetts found that 60 percent of adults could not have a 10minute conversation without lying at least once.
You know the right path to take and choose another, and in so doing you lose control of the situation.
Now, rather than tackling the problem head on, you have to manage the fallout from the lie. I know
people who seem to have spent their entire careers inflating the truth and then fighting to meet the
expectations they have set.
It was harder and more frightening that I expected. It is embarrassing to admit that I caught myself
telling many more lies than I realized. . . . Telling the truth can be a tough option, and it made me
feel much more vulnerable.

“But the results have been striking.”
—
[“Dollar to the Giant” lyrics]

970.
No Doubt, We’ve Got Them On The Run
March 15, 2014
Once during a campaign interview, a Native American Indian asked me what I would do for “her” people.
While my interest and compassion were sincere, I sometimes wish I'd said, simply, “No more than I'd do for
anyone else.” Today, we're all so much closer to realizing we're all in the same boat (or hand-basket), I
could easily get away with saying something helpful.
In 1796, George Washington tried to warn us that “designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there
is a real difference of local interests and views.” If George Washington could have predicted expensive
electronic mass media, I'm sure he would also have predicted expensive electronic mass manipulation.
Still, this is no cheap victory, ours, to be lied to so expensively. I think someone's afraid we’re about to
discover the wisdom of the one-dollar bill: that George Washington's picture is on the one-dollar bill because
George Washington's message was one of unity—and it still is.
No doubt, we've got them on the run. Washington, DC senses and fears domestic unrest and upheaval. They
know that now is not a good time to cannibalize Social Security to feed the Pentagon, for example, so they
doth protest, and doth export their protest, too much.
George Washington said, “They serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force.”
Eventually, the disunity takes its toll and loses momentum, and then We the People retaliate with
extraordinary force—a natural and extraordinary force. Today, more Americans than ever are trading their
political servilities for independent thoughts, and it's getting almost impossible to find a bona fide racist or
anti-Semite anymore.

971.
Misc. More Pieces
March 16, 2014
“More than 900 Workers Have Already Died Building Qatar’s World Cup Facilities” — 3/13
www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/over-900-workers-have-already-died-building-qatars-world-cupfacilities-180950088
•

For comparison, 25 construction workers died during the preparations for Sochi [and] eleven men
died during the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in the 1930s.

“George Soros On The World Currency System: Here’s An Elephant In The Room He Has Missed”
— 3/16
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/03/16/george-soros-on-the-world-currency-system-heres-anelephant-in-the-room-he-keeps-ignoring
•

Germany has little interest in a strong euro. Quite the reverse. As a nation that has been assiduously
boosting its exports since the 1870s, Germany has a long history of keeping its currency as low as
possible. Pace Soros, therefore, there is little mystery about the fact that the Germans have
consistently done no more than the bare minimum to ward off bankruptcy in the so-called peripheral
eurozone states, Spain, Portugal, Greece, and Ireland. If these nations did not have problems, other
problems would have had to have been invented.

“Too Much History: Can the U.S. and China Look Forward?” — 2/14
www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/comment/2014/02/too-much-history-can-the-us-and-china-lookforward.html
•
•

•

•
•

It was Bush's first international crisis—a standoff with the first major power to rise since the Cold
War.
Five months later, Al Qaeda attacked the World Trade Center. The United States was pulled into the
Middle East and Afghanistan, and the purported face-off with China was paused like a movie midscene.
In the thirteen years since then, the United States poured between four and six trillion dollars into
prosecuting wars abroad while China, largely insulated from the conflicts of the day, more than
quadrupled its military spending and advanced its claims to territories in the neighboring seas.
In 2009, China claimed a historic right to control nearly ninety per cent of the South China Sea; in a
standoff in 2012, it compelled the Philippines to cede disputed territory.
Earlier this month, President Benigno Aquino appealed for international support, comparing this
moment to the West's failure to support Czechoslovakia against Hitler's territorial demands in 1938.

•

•

In a similarly grim comparison, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, whose country has been locked
in a dispute with Beijing over islands, compared the growing tension to that of England and Germany
on the eve of the First World War, a century ago this summer.
The U.S. must appeal to . . . “globalization China”—investment, trade, and engagement—while
attempting to police the ambitions of “great power China.” That is an ungainly diplomatic dance, but
it is the one we've arrived at.

972.
This Is Your Brain. This Is Your Brain on Revolution.
March 17, 2014
“One places one's trust, it is true—or at least one pretends to do so—in the spontaneity of the masses.” —
Oppression and Liberty
Simone Weil on “revolution”:
The worker who, when in the factory, “finds the hours drag,” bound as he is to passive obedience and a
dreary and monotonous task, or thinks himself not intended for manual work, or is harried by a superior; or
who, outside the factory gates, resents his inability to stand himself such and such a treat available to
customers well supplied with money—his thoughts run on the revolution. The unfortunate small
shopkeeper, the ruined rentier, turn their eyes towards the revolution. The bourgeois adolescent in rebellion
against home surroundings and school routine, the intellectual yearning for adventure and suffering from
boredom, dream of the revolution. The engineer, whose reason and amour propre are alike offended by the
priority given to financial over technological considerations, and who wants to see technology ruling the
world, longs for the revolution. The majority of those who seriously take to heart liberty, equality and the
general welfare, who suffer at the sight of miseries and injustices, await the arrival of a revolution. If one
were to take one by one all those who have ever uttered hopefully the word “revolution,” to seek out the true
motives that have turned each of them in this direction, the precise changes, of a general or personal kind,
which they genuinely look forward to, one would discover what an extraordinary variety of ideas and
feelings can be covered by the same word. One would see how one man's revolution is not always that of his
neighbor—far from it; how the two sorts of revolution are even very often incompatible. One would also
find that there is often no connection between the aspirations of all kinds that this word represents in the
minds of the men who utter it and the realities to which it is likely to correspond if the future should actually
have a social upheaval in store.
At bottom, one thinks nowadays of the revolution, not as a solution to the problems raised at the present
time, but as a miracle dispensing one from solving problems. The proof that it is so regarded is that it is
expected to drop from the skies; one waits for it to happen, one does not ask oneself what is to bring it
about. Few people are simple-minded enough to count in this respect on the big organizations, whether trade
union or political, which with more or less conviction continue to claim to represent it.
Your Brain on “revolution”:
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
No matter who you blame—Washington, Wall Street, the Big Banks, Globalization—they all have at least
one thing in common: they all get all their power from us.

Even a young child knows: when a machine goes haywire and the controls don’t work, you don’t form a
committee, you don’t stockpile ammunition, you pull the plug.
When a contractor doesn’t perform as agreed—and this applies to social contracts, as well—you withhold
payment until he does the job you hired him to do.
Beginning right now, I will do my part as an American citizen—and the guy you could have voted for—to
enforce the American agreement of democracy and prosperity, and to prevent a possible genocide.
I’m glad you don’t like that word. For decades now, this country has been in the business of transferring
existing wealth instead of producing new wealth. When the wealth has all been transferred, finally—what
happens then?
Beginning right now, you can do more than just complain and feel helpless. You can pull a plug. Join me—
follow me—in providing incentive by simply withholding payment:
•
•
•

Not another penny in income tax—personal or corporate.
Not another penny in payment of student loans.
Not another penny to any Big Bank—or to any corporation that has taken American money and
betrayed American interests.

I am not saying we should all become irresponsible deadbeats. I’m advocating a higher form of financial
responsibility, one that considers the difference between virtue and vanity, virtue and cowardice. When our
democracy is acceptable, America’s real economy acceptable, when the game is no longer rigged against us,
we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation and financial support—under conditions
acceptable to the common man.
Americans in a democracy are all common men.
Every day, somebody tells me our country is doomed, our children are doomed, there’s no future, not a thing
we can do about it, and we shouldn’t even try.
They say America is in her final stages of disunity, that Americans couldn’t pull together now if their lives
depended on it.
I say they’re wrong.

973.
Money Manipulators & . . . Belgium?
March 18, 2014
Belgium?
“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities” — January 2014
www.treasury.gov/resource-center/data-chart-center/tic/Documents/mfh.txt
•
•
•

#1 China, Mainland: $1,273.5 billions—down -$43.2 billion or -3.3% from November 2013
#2 Japan: $1,201.4 billions—up +$15.0 billion or +1.3% from November 2013
#3 Belgium: $310.3 billions—up +$109.7 billion or +54.7% from November 2013

“Chinese Government Devaluing Renminbi Even More”
www.tradereform.org/2014/03/chinese-government-currency-price-fixing-weakens-value
•

The Chinese have said they will “widen the trading band” for the currency as compared to before.
Some people are actually fooled by statements like that. And have been for many years. As if they
like chasing “shiny things” when faced with a core uncomfortable problem. But the new “shiny
thing” is that their government has devalued the yuan (or renminbi) by 1.6% against the dollar this
year.

“January 2014: Euro area international trade in goods surplus 0.9 bn euro—13.0 bn euro deficit for
EU28”
www.epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/6-18032014-AP/EN/6-18032014-AP-EN.PDF
•
•

The EU28 deficit for energy decreased (-381.6 bn euro in 2013 compared with -422.7 bn in 2012),
while the surplus for manufactured goods increased (+390.5 bn compared with +356.5 bn).
Concerning the total trade of Member States, the largest surplus was observed in Germany (+199.6
bn euro in 2013), followed by the Netherlands (+55.2 bn), Ireland (+36.8 bn), Italy (+30.4 bn),
Belgium (+14.1 bn), the Czech Republic (+13.6 bn) and Denmark (+10.3 bn). The United Kingdom
(-84.7 bn) registered the largest deficit, followed by France (-76.0 bn), Greece (-19.3 bn) and Spain (16.9 bn).

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the “U.S. trade in goods with European Union” deficit was -$8.8
billion in January 2014 and -$125.0 billion in 2013.
According to the CIA World Factbook, Belgium's current account deficit in 2013 was -$9.1 billion, making
it #175 of 193 countries.
Belgium?

974.
More Sense of Yesterday’s and Today’s
March 19, 2014
An up-to-date PDF of my FFC is always free for the asking—and useful and handy for the both of us. With
a click, you can search a thousand pages for background material and context—making yesterday's money
manipulation and today's minister manipulation make a little more sense.
“Jim Flaherty, federal finance minister, leaves cabinet”
www.cbc.ca/news/politics/jim-flaherty-federal-finance-minister-leaves-cabinet-1.2577567
•

Prime Minister Stephen Harper said in a statement that he accepted Flaherty's resignation reluctantly.
Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver will be named Flaherty's replacement on Wednesday.

(See also FFC #941: “Our Banks For China's Factories”)
“Wealthy would-be Chinese migrants get judicial review of axed Canada visa scheme”
[SCMP link—March 19, 2014]
•

The June 4 hearing date makes it likely that the case would be decided upon before the decision to
axe the immigrant investor scheme and dump the backlogged applications is passed into law as a
provision in the Conservative government's budget bill.

“Field-evolved resistance by western corn rootworm to multiple Bacillus thuringiensis toxins in
transgenic maize”
www.pnas.org/content/early/2014/03/12/1317179111.abstract
•

Crops genetically engineered to produce insecticidal toxins derived from the bacterium Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt) kill pest insects and reduce the use of conventional insecticides. However, the
evolution of Bt resistance can diminish these benefits. The widespread planting of crops genetically
engineered to produce insecticidal toxins derived from Bt places intense selective pressure on pest
populations to evolve resistance.

E-mail me for a current copy of my compendium:
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to Date notably resisting
America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender
Zipped, the PDF is currently 6 MB.

975.
Carrying Pictures of Chairman Mao
March 20, 2014

Are you sure you want to go carrying pictures of Chairman Mao?
China is working hard to replace our money with theirs. Sometimes they just buy up our money. If they can
demand enough of it—
“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities”
www.treasury.gov/resource-center/data-chart-center/tic/Documents/mfh.txt
—they can drive up the price. This means that American dollars cost more and fewer people can afford to
buy them or the goods and services they represent. This delights our global competitors, many of whom will
continue to buy overpriced American dollars, often through anonymous proxies, for the sole purpose of
keeping American products comparatively expensive in the global economy.

If you ever wanted to know who some of these global competitors are, and how underpriced their currencies
can be, try looking here:
“Current Account Balance”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
The U.S. and its way-overpriced dollar are last in the rankings, of course. Otherwise, quite usefully: the
higher the country's rank, the more underpriced the country's currency.
(Yes, this applies to Germany's euro.)
Amazing, I think, just how easy it is to manipulate consumer prices (and eventual outcomes) in global
commerce—or how the “strongest” currency can in fact be the weakest.
What really matters, it should seem obvious, is the real economy behind a country's currency.
OK, I've said enough for now. Just two quick questions:
Where do you suppose China gets the money to buy so many American dollars?
And:
Are you really, really sure you want to go carrying pictures of Chairman Mao? I'm beginning to think there
might be a reason his head is on every Chinese banknote.

976.
How Cool and How Close Did You Say?
March 20, 2014
How cool is it that the Party is letting so many people with so much money leave the People's Republic for a
resource-rich, underpopulated country on the U.S. border?
“Canada immigration chief says door is still open to Chinese migrants”
[SCMP link—March 20, 2014]
•
•

•

•

Canada's immigration chief admitted yesterday that the flouting of residency rules by mainlanders
was one of the reasons its investor visa scheme was axed.
Announcing stricter criteria for a new investor scheme to be launched later this year, Alexander said
the required amount needed to qualify for the new immigrant investor venture capital pilot would be
more than double that of the previous visa's C$800,000 (HK$5.6 million).
Alexander said the new fund would be privately managed and a competition would be held to select
the managers. The funds would be invested in “at-risk” start-ups for more than five years, longer
than the previous scheme.
He said money would be directed into industries such as the internet, biotechnology, entertainment,
animation, film and television.

That's an interesting selection of industries. I can't wait to meet the managers.

977.
Set Your Alarm Clock for Sometime Between Today and
April 15
March 21, 2014
The future's coming over, so we should probably get up and get the kids ready.
“Bloomberg Hints at Curb on Articles About China”
www.nytimes.com/2014/03/21/business/international/bloomberg-should-have-rethought-articles-on-chinachairman-says.html
•

Bloomberg, the financial data and news company, relies on sales of its terminals, which are
ubiquitous on bankers' desks around the world, for about 82 percent of its $8.5 billion in revenue.
But sales of those terminals in China declined after the company published an article in June 2012 on
the family wealth of Xi Jinping, at that time the incoming Communist Party chief. After its
publication, officials ordered state enterprises not to subscribe to the service.

“Censorship Instructions: ‘Crimea Votes to Join Russia’”
[China Digital Times link—March 17, 2014]
•

Central Propaganda Department: “All media must refrain from hyping or exaggerating the
referendum in Crimea. In your coverage, you may not connect the story to our own country's issues
with Taiwan, Tibet, or Xinjiang, and you must not comment without authorization on the Foreign
Ministry's position on and handling of the Crimean issue.”

“Michelle Obama’s Visit to China Aims to Focus on Shared Values”
[Caixin link—March 21, 2014]
•

“So in my family's experience, I hope the people of China see a reflection of the commitment we all
share to leave something better for our next generation to give our children and grandchildren
opportunities we never dreamed of for ourselves.”

“Michelle Obama and family staying in $8,000 suite in China”
[China News Service link—March 21, 2014]
•

It is the hotel's only Presidential Suite and costs 52,000 yuan ($8,350) per day.

“China to resume Canadian canola meal imports, first in a year”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/03/21/canola-meal-canada-china-idUSL2N0MI0S120140321

•

China has agreed to resume imports of Canadian canola meal from Richardson International Ltd, the
first from Canada in about a year, a Richardson official said on Friday.

—see also FFC #941, #974, or #976:
“China to relax green card policy”
[Xinhua link—March 21, 2014]
•

“We're working on adopting more flexible policies of granting Chinese green cards, with the hope of
attracting more overseas Chinese back to the country.”

“Koch Brothers Are The Largest Land Owners Of Canada’s Tar Sands”
www.thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/03/20/3417175/koch-brothers-are-largest-land-owners-of-canadas-tarsands
•

Koch Industries has held the line that they have no financial stake in the Keystone XL Pipeline and
“are not party to its design or construction,” or “a proposed shipper or customer of oil delivered by
this pipeline.” Most people in the path of oil and gas development find themselves helpless in the
face of the industry's deep pockets and political affiliations.

“Rash of finance-pro suicides baffles experts”
www.nypost.com/2014/03/18/string-of-suicides-rocking-financial-world-baffles-experts
•

“The suicide-research literature doesn't help very much with the question of why the method of these
suicides is so out in the open,” she added.

Now here's something that really would “help very much”:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

If you think it's scary, you haven't heard the alternatives.
[transcript]

978.
We Can Still Afford a Common Goal Like “America” or
“Survival”
March 22, 2014
The other day, in private correspondence, a valued colleague wrote:
“I'm just about to give up. We are simply too . . . dumb to be allowed to continue.”
The challenge, I'm learning, is to convince American people that life and death are as much a matter of life
and death as, for example, whatever.
Here's hoping my valued colleague is wrong, this time.
“China, We Fear You”
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/03/21/china_we_fear_you_taiwan_trade_pact_essay
FP editor's note: On March 18, thousands of students began a sit-in of Taiwan's Legislative Yuan in the
capital, Taipei, a historic first that has paralyzed the island's lawmaking body. Students have amassed to
protest an attempt by the Kuomintang, the island's ruling party, to push through a trade pact with China. The
essay below was written by a Taiwanese attorney, Richard Chiou-yuan Lu, and has gone viral on Facebook,
Taiwan's social network of choice.
•

•

•
•

•

Japan would not give us these favorable terms because it would insist on equal exchange and not give
an inch in negotiations. As economists say, there's no free lunch. Why should China act any
differently? Kids, we all know China “loves” us. They want us to return to the “motherland” as soon
as possible. But first they have to seize our economy by its lifeline.
The Taiwanese companies that can afford to set up branches in China are large conglomerates, and
those Taiwanese profiting the most from the CSSTA [trade agreement] are tycoons and their families,
not your family or mine. As far as Chinese companies are concerned, their investment in Taiwan is a
drop in the bucket that won't affect their overall operations. And those Chinese companies are deeply
influenced by their political system.
If one day our [. . .] become Chinese-owned, our [. . .] records are sent to headquarters in Beijing, and
our [. . .] are replaced by Chinese, can we accept that?
The Chinese government might order its companies to cease operations in Taiwan. For example, our
convenience stores would close and our taxi service would stop, assuming they had Chinese
investment, and Beijing would have our credit card records and hospital records in hand.
Why is it that when it comes to China, we won't give an inch? It's because we're afraid of you,
China. Really. We're very afraid.

“Mao Zedong”
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mao_Zedong

•
•

The Chinese government continues to officially regard Mao as a national hero.
Li Rui, Mao's personal secretary, goes further and claims he was dismissive of the suffering and
death caused by his policies: “Mao's way of thinking and governing was terrifying. He put no value
on human life. The deaths of others meant nothing to him.”

The semi-alert reader will note—as did this semi-alert writer in FFC #975 “Carrying Pictures of Chairman
Mao”—that the mass murderer is proudly displayed on every current-series Chinese banknote.
For the sake of . . . well, I just hope we're not as dumb as we look.

979.
I’m Tired, Too
March 24, 2014
Last night, I reviewed a few (hundred) of my early articles and links, and it seemed to me that Americans—
citizens, and especially the media—have lost some of their spirit for the struggle.
I get it—and I'll put my exhaustion up against anyone's—but we simply cannot afford to rest, much less give
up, not now and maybe not ever.
Since I wrote “Dollar to the Giant” in 2008, China's GDP (& etc.) have more than doubled—easily done
when the U.S. (alone) bought $2.26 Trillions' worth of Chinese goods (alone) from the People's Republic of
China (alone), of the People's Liberation Army, of the Chinese Communist Party, of Mao Tse-Tung, of 70
million murdered Chinese (alone).
Lately I've been a little stingy with the compliments, to the point of being disagreeable. But before I can
agree to admire a fellow patriot, I hire a detective to find out whether he or she wears Chinese clothes and
drives a German car. If it turns out my fellow patriot is self-destructive, I'm reminded of my fellow citizens,
and their struggle, and their children, and this gets me through the day.
For your careful reconsideration:
“Changing Fortunes: How China’s Boom Caused the Economic Crisis” [see FFC #734 and #735]
http://repub.eur.nl/pub/34930
•

“China purposely flooded U.S. financial markets with cheap money to wash away the very
foundations on which the United States was built.” — Dutch economist Heleen Mees

“Housing: One Chart Says It All”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/03/21/housing-one-chart-says-it-all
•

[Another good rant from Mike Whitney—but I think it needs the Changing Fortunes dissertation
along with my compendium and its articles on China-funded Blackstone. E-mail me for a free digital
copy of Fear-Fallen Children.]

“The Answer to Homelessness: Why conservative Utah gives away housing”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-answer-to-homelessness
•

When Utah officials added up the amount going into medical treatment and law enforcement, the cost
to the state per homeless individual was more than $216,300 a year.

“JPMorgan’s top China banker Fang Fang to retire, as colleague Frank Gong gets promotion”
[SCMP link—March 24, 2014]
•

Currently, Fang is also a member of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, the
country's top political advisory body.

“Your Tax Dollars At Work—Subsidizing China’s Rise: Is This The Feds’ Craziest Idea Yet?”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/03/23/your-tax-dollars-at-work-subsidizing-chinas-rise-is-thisthe-feds-craziest-idea-yet
•

With few exceptions, American, European, Japanese, and Korean car-makers participate in Chinabased joint ventures. And such joint ventures make many models that are sold in the United States at
much lower prices. Thanks to the high Chinese prices, the foreign partners share in prodigious
profits, which helps buy their cooperation. The Beijing authorities probably work particularly hard to
ensure that foreign partners are rewarded for transferring technologies to Chinese joint-ventures. All
this means that almost everyone is on the same side in keeping “unauthorized” imports out of the
Chinese market. The evidence is that the U.S. agencies have proved increasingly pliant in
accommodating Beijing's agenda.

And there you have it in two words: Beijing's agenda.
We blame who they want us to blame. We spend where they want us to spend.
“But don't we feel brilliant when we look back and wonder how any society could have so misunderstood the
writing on the wall?”
(FFC #138)

980.
State-Sanctioned Leaks and a Third-Grader’s Understanding
March 24, 2014
This guy's a “hero”?
Last June I wrote:
•
•
•

•

•
•

Edward Snowden, “whistleblower,” has already said that China is not an enemy of the United States
and that we their peoples trade with each other freely.
(No, I am not making this up.)
Edward Snowden blew his whistle, moved away to Hong Kong in the People's Republic of China
(where citizens are safe from surveillance?), and sat for his dramatic interview while Presidents
Obama and Xi were meeting over costly cyber-security issues in California.
I'll need to know a little more about Snowden's deal with the People's Republic before I join the
media frenzy declaring him a “hero.” Meanwhile, I'll try not to let them distract me from the lifeand-death economic issues, especially our trade with China.
If you're really worried about your privacy, then don't use electronics made in China.
There's always a chance the U.S. government won't spy on you. The People's Republic of China can
offer no such reassurance.

— FFC #709
See also:
•
•
•

“Why China Let Snowden Go” — FFC #727
“The Huawei Security Threat” — FFC #82
“Investigative Report on the U.S. National Security Issues Posed by Chinese Telecommunications
Companies Huawei and ZTE” — FFC #430

Now:
“Huawei Condemns NSA Hacking”
[China Daily link—March 24, 2014]
•

•

. . . as reported by the New York Times [www.nytimes.com/2014/03/23/world/asia/nsa-breachedchinese-servers-seen-as-spy-peril.html] and the German magazine Der Spiegel
[www.spiegel.de/international/world/nsa-spied-on-chinese-government-and-networking-firmhuawei-a-960199.html] over the weekend. The report provided by Edward Snowden, a former NSA
contractor who has since last June been revealing NSA's massive global surveillance programs,
showed that the NSA has created “back doors” into networks maintained by Huawei.
Huawei has long been a bogeyman for the US government and lawmakers in their attempt to vilify
China as a source of cyber espionage. In October 2012, a US House Intelligence Committee report

advised US companies to avoid doing business with Huawei and ZTE, another telecom giant from
China, due to possible national security threats, an allegation unsubstantiated by evidence. Huawei
has dismissed the allegation as groundless. However, its business has been negatively affected over
the years due to fear-mongering in the US.
“Edward Snowden, Tattletale”
www.powerofnarrative.blogspot.com/2014/03/edward-snowden-tattletale.html
•

•

Snowden's formulation, and the adoption of his methodology by the “responsible journalists”
involved, mean only one thing: these are, ultimately, State-sanctioned leaks. This is State-sanctioned
whistleblowing.
As for these heroic, trail-blazing, State-coddling “responsible journalists” . . . hmm. Patsies. Jerks.
Contemptible fools and, hardly incidentally, themselves seekers of wealth and power.

Following up on “China, We Fear You” from Saturday and FFC #978:
“More than 150 injured as police evict student protestors from Taiwan parliament”
[SCMP link—March 24, 2014]
•
•

Defiant students, some bleeding and bruised, pledged to continue their protest over the ruling party's
decision to renege on a promised line-by-line review of the trade agreement.
China's government has not commented on the protests, although an editorial Monday in the Global
Times was harshly critical. “The Taiwanese students lack the courage and determination to commit
to regional economic integration, fear losing out and change and only wish to defend the status quo,”
the editorial read.

The reader will please note that China's government has never “not commented” on anything.
P.S. from Mr. Fish:
www.clowncrack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/War-and-Peace.jpg

981.
The World’s Best Bumper Sticker (in 3 x 12 vinyl)
March 25, 2014
Now Available!

How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?
How Many Bumper Stickers?
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
Library of Congress Registration Number TXu001877451
—
[transcript]

982.
Americans Are Good People
March 26, 2014
Even self-critics who can prove we're as bad as the worst have to admit we're also as good as the best. The
U.S. is a great nation that is also a good nation. This is rare. Some people would love to be as childlike as
Americans, but they can't, so they take advantage of us instead. Funny how this doesn't make them feel
alive, not really.
“Even If Hobby Lobby Wins, We Lose”
www.theamericanconservative.com/hobbylobby
•

Largely ignored is the fact Hobby Lobby is a significant player in a global economy that has
separated markets from morality.

“Edward Snowden’s unintended Internet revolution”
www.salon.com/2013/10/15/edward_snowdens_unintended_internet_revolution
•

The most sustained criticism of U.S. Internet dominance has been generated by China, Russia and a
half-dozen other authoritarian states that want to wrest control over the Internet from the U.S. so as to
be able to more effectively police their own citizenry's online expression.

“Is Europe Cracking Up?”
www.buchanan.org/blog/europe-cracking-6301
•

What the children of Europe are rebelling against is what their fathers, paralyzed by political
correctness, refused to prevent.

“Ukraine: Manna From Heaven for the Green Line and Beyond Crowd”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/03/ukraine-manna-from-heaven-for-green.html
•

The overwhelming assembly of facts proves a significant level western involvement is in play. There
is one highly convenient coincidence he only alludes to, however: The American people are war
weary, and the pivot to the China threat has no real traction. The domestic policies of fear unleashed
by 9-11 are running out of steam. The possibility of a new cold war with our old nuclear armed
adversary is just the ticket needed. . . .

“Snowden and The Politics of Internet Governance”
www.cdt.org/blogs/matthew-shears/2102snowden-and-politics-internet-governance

•

Most commentary linking surveillance and global Internet governance conflates two important issues
in inaccurate—and politically motivated—ways, driving long-standing and potentially damaging
agendas related to the management of the Internet.

“America’s Internet Surrender”
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303563304579447362610955656
•

By unilaterally retreating from online oversight, the White House pleased regimes that want to
control the Web.

“A Rumor About Michelle Obama’s Visit to China”
www.tealeafnation.com/2014/03/a-rumor-about-michelle-obamas-visit-in-china
•

Yet Kong's anecdote, while false, has touched a genuine nerve among Chinese web users. A steady
stream of revelations about sweeping surveillance by the U.S. National Security Agency—most
recently its secret infiltration of the Chinese tech giant Huawei, revealed on March 22 by the New
York Times and German newspaper Der Spiegel—has made Obama's championing of Internet
freedom seem somewhat ironic.

“Will the US really relinquish control of the Internet?”
[People's Daily link—March 26, 2014]
•

When the NSA contractor Edward Snowden disclosed the PRISM program and other intelligence
supervision programs last year, this proved that international concerns about Internet security were
not unfounded. [. . .] But if a U.S. company wins the tender, the U.S. government will still control
the company in accordance with its domestic laws, and it will therefore continue to dominate the
Internet. In an era of network integration, Internet security needs participants from all over the
world.

“Chinese information official ‘falls to death’”
www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2014-03-26/chinese-information-official-falls-to-death/1285776
•

Another Chinese news outlet, Caixin, reported the death on its website, but later deleted the article.
There are few reports of his death and it remains unclear whether it was the result of suicide or foul
play.

“Information Official Li Wufeng’s Death”
[China Digital Times link—March 26, 2014]
•

From the Central Propaganda Department: “The media absolutely must not report without
authorization on the accidental death of State Council Information Officer Deputy Director Li
Wufeng. Internet media must delete related speculative and accusatory comments as soon as
possible.”

Americans are good people.

983.
Have You Ever Wondered Why Things Are Getting Worse?
March 27, 2014
We're still complaining, in the same ways, about the same things and the same people. Still, we support
them with our money, our cooperation, and repetition. We buy what they sell—and they sell what we buy—
no matter what. Goods and Services. Institutions. Ideas. Excuses. We work for the people and things we
complain about. Literally, we're working for them. Our effort—and our lack of effort—are spent in their
service. We never dare think, much less ask, what is to become of us, much less our children. We deny
reality and the millions already dead. Fear-fallen children couldn't say no. Where did the money go?
Here's something we can do that's not scary at all:
Put lots of these stickers on other people's bumpers:

Any contribution (“non-tax-deductible payment or gift”) of any size gets a 3” x 12” vinyl sticker in return.
•

Check—payable to Robert Hall and mailed to the postal address displayed on my Facebook
campaign page: PO Box 59288, Schaumburg, IL, 60159

Please identify yourself clearly. I will accept money only from U.S. citizens. I will not accept money from
corporations, organizations, anonymous donors, or non-citizens. Be sure to include a mailing address for
your bumper sticker.

984.
Led To Graves, Fools And Knaves
March 28, 2014
“You're led to your graves by fools and knaves” or some such romanticism was what I woke up with this
morning, but I decided to leave it alone for today, except to ask you to please try to imagine what the words
“I woke up” can mean to a guy who can't take them for granted.
I'm still frustrated –and very, very angry—that my fellow citizens are too self-absorbed to think. Period.
They don't think about themselves. They don't think about their children. They don't think about death.
They don't think about life. They don't think. Period. They just do what they're conditioned to do—and this
is always something they're not afraid of.
A reader's e-mail rescued me this morning. In response to yesterday's article, she wrote:
“The importance of telling the truth shines through your message.”
I'm still frustrated—and very, very angry—that my fellow citizens are too self-absorbed to think. Period.
They don't think about themselves. They don't think about their children. They don't think about death.
They don't think about life. They don't think. Period.
They just do what they're conditioned to do—and this is always something they're not afraid of.

985.
Links, No Chaser
March 29, 2014
“Spring 2014: Revolutions”
www.laphamsquarterly.org/magazine/revolutions.php
“Who in Ukraine benefits from IMF bailout?”
www.michael-hudson.com/2014/03/ukraines-boomerang-aid
“2013 Executing Countries”
www.amnestyusa.org/images/dpreport2013_map.jpg
“Xi Jinping says world has nothing to fear from awakening of ‘peaceful lion’”
[South China Morning Post—March 29, 2014]
“China, Germany vow to push for open world economy”
[Xinhua—March 29, 2014]
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
[transcript]

986.
Quotes So Chunky You’ll Want To Read Them With A Fork
March 30, 2014
“It is only forty-five years since the Revolution of 1911, but the face of China has completely changed. In
another forty-five years, that is, in the year 2001, or the beginning of the 21st century, China will have
undergone an even greater change. She will have become a powerful socialist industrial country.”
— Chairman Mao Tse-Tung, “In Commemoration of Dr. Sun Yat-sen”
“The atom bomb is a paper tiger which the U.S. reactionaries use to scare people. It looks terrible, but in fact
it isn't. Of course, the atom bomb is a weapon of mass slaughter, but the outcome of a war is decided by the
people, not by one or two new types of weapon.”
— Chairman Mao Tse-Tung, “Talk with the American Correspondent Anna Louise Strong”
Additional useful observations, these from economist Michael Hudson, translated from a German newspaper
interview:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

You are saving the gamblers who have accounts with the banks, not saving the banks.
Saving the banks means to achieve by financial terms what it took an army militarily to counter a
thousand years ago. Saving the banks thus is destroying society.
What if I say: “You have to make me rich in order to give me an incentive not to wreck society.”
What the banks are really saying is: “We will wreck the payment system, and we will stop paying,
and we will cause a crisis if you don't give us what we want. We are holding you hostage.” But all
you really have to do is take them over and replace them with other people.
[Commercial banks] are essentially financing gambling. That's what derivatives and “hedge fund”
trading are. None of this funds industrial investment.
Banks are no longer part of the industrialization process; they are part of the de-industrialization
process. This is applauded as the post-industrial economy.
The basic principle when I talk to bankers is: You don't know how far wages can be pushed down
until somebody pushes back. And so far, nobody has pushed back.
The Germans . . . tend to forget that the Weimar inflation was the result of Germany trying to pay
reparations abroad. They were ordered by the Allied powers to print Deutsche Marks not for
domestic spending, not to run a domestic deficit, not to rebuild Germany, not to employ labor, but to
throw reichsmarks onto the foreign exchange to obtain the foreign currency to pay the Allies, so that
the Allies could turn around and pay the arms debts for what they bought from the United States.
[Banks] claim that they are the brains of society. They say, there is no alternative. But they are not
the brain; they are something alien to industrial capitalism.
Today's banks are playing upon anxiety and fear, like a high-pressure salesman threatening to bring
on a collapse if industrial economies try to protect themselves.
This is the first time in history that people have believed they could get rich by borrowing money to
buy assets that are increasing in price, or that they may get rich by the hyperinflation of property
prices, and by the stock and bond prices that bank credit has inflated.

•
•

•

Banks have managed to prevent the government from regulating and preventing this hyperinflation—
and they even have called it “wealth creation.” It is really debt creation.
It is not a process of real growth. So what banks are saying is that there is no alternative but to let
debts grow, at compound interest. This means reducing wages, as more and more must be spent on
debt service.
What the national income account pretends to be empirical, pretends to be “earnings” of the banks
and other rentiers, is actually a transfer function—and often, outright theft.

Adds Hudson: “It's remarkable that French novelists realize this, such as Balzac, who said that behind every
great family fortune is a great theft. Economists don't rise to the level of 19th century French novelists when
it comes to understanding the economy.” — Fireside on the Great Theft
Or, remarkably, to the level of 20th-century Chinese visionaries.

987.
From [no kidding] Thomas Paine in 1776
March 31, 2014
THESE are the times that try men's souls: The summer [comfortable] soldier and the sunshine [comfortable]
patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country but he that stands it NOW, deserves the love
and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with
us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain, too cheap, we esteem too
lightly: — ’Tis dearness only that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to set a proper price upon
its goods; and it would be strange indeed, if so celestial an article as Freedom should not be highly rated.
Britain [China], with an army [industry] to enforce her tyranny, has declared, that she has a right (not only to
TAX) but “to BIND us in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” and if being bound in that manner is not slavery,
then is there not such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the expression is impious, for so unlimited a power
can belong only to God.
Your conduct is an invitation to the enemy, yet not one in a thousand of you has heart enough to join him.
America will never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion.
Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter [deindustrialization], when nothing but hope and
virtue could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, come forth to meet and to
repulse it.
The heart that feels not now is dead: The blood of his children shall curse his cowardice, who shrinks back at
a time when a little might have saved the whole, and made them happy.
There are persons too who see not the full extent of the evil which threatens them; they solace themselves
with hopes that the enemy, if he succeed, will be merciful. It is the madness of folly, to expect mercy from
those who have refused to do justice.
Mercy, where conquest is the object, is only a trick of war; The cunning of the fox is as murderous as the
violence of the wolfe, and we ought to guard equally against both.
Howe [China] is mercifully inviting you to barbarous destruction, and men must be either rogues or fools
that will not see it.

988.
Media and The China Choking Factor
April 1, 2014
This is awful. I'm in a public place—cup of coffee and my computer—and normally I can tune it out, but the
conversation next to me is too painful. A mother and daughter are discussing things, lots of things, including
family. Or maybe two actresses are rehearsing their lines. Or maybe both—which means I've just answered
my own question. Still, it's one thing to know where we learn how to live as human beings—and quite
another to understand who we're doing it for.
“The Remaking of Taiwan’s Media Landscape—And the China Factor”
www.tealeafnation.com/2014/04/the-remaking-of-taiwans-media-landscape-and-the-china-factor
•

•

Dyspepsia first struck in 2008 when Want Want Holdings chairman Tsai Eng-meng, who according
to Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post “built up his fortune through the rice cracker
business he established on the mainland in 1994,” made his entrée into Taiwan's media world by
buying the China Times, one of the island's four major newspaper chains. One year later, Tsai
snatched up two Taiwanese cable news stations, which at the time were also part of the China Times
Media Group, and formed the Want Want China Times Media Group (which this article will simply
call the Group).
Beijing, Huang [a law professor] asserted, attempts to indirectly control media in Hong Kong and
Taiwan through corporations and media groups with “huge business interests” in China. Owners of
outlets that run articles critical of China, he added, jeopardize their business ventures on the
mainland.

To repeat myself, again, from last Friday:
“My fellow citizens are too self-absorbed to think. Period. They don't think about themselves. They don't
think about their children. They don't think about death. They don't think about life. They don't think.
Period. They just do what they're conditioned to do—and this is always something they're not afraid of.”

989.
It Costs Nothing To Be A Patriot
April 2, 2014
“In the beginning of a change the patriot is a scarce man, and brave, and hated and scorned. When his cause
succeeds, the timid join him, for then it costs nothing to be a patriot.”
— Mark Twain
“La Follette’s Lessons in Empire”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/la-follettes-lessons-in-empire
•

The faculty of the University of Wisconsin, keen for their students to have a go at the Hun, voted
421-2 to condemn La Follette for disloyalty.

“Defense Science Board: Offshoring Of U.S. Manufacturing Has Created National Security
Vulnerabilities”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/DSB-0331141.html
•

For the first time perhaps ever, a U.S.-government report has stated that the shift of American
manufacturing overseas is causing a decline in Americans' standard of living.

“The secret life of a food stamp”
www.marketplace.org/topics/wealth-poverty/secret-life-food-stamp/secret-life-food-stamp
•

Walmart takes in 18 percent of all food stamp spending in the U.S.—more than $13 billion in
revenue, or about 4 percent of Walmart's total sales in the U.S.

“Capitalist society reduces everything to pounds, shillings, and pence; the aspirations of the masses are also
expressed chiefly in pounds, shillings, and pence. The system is based on inequality; the masses give
expression to unequal demands. The system is based on coercion; the masses, as soon as they have the right
to speak, exercise in their own ranks a similar sort of coercion. It is difficult to see how there could spring
up from the masses, spontaneously, the opposite of the system that has formed, or rather deformed, them.”
— Simone Weil, Oppression and Liberty

990.
(Trade Report) Relief from the Best of All Possible Worlds
April 3, 2014
Today's trade report from the U.S. government—not entirely credible, but a useful antidote to the best of all
possible worlds. Sorry, folks, but almost 40 years of real business losses are the one reality we cannot
possibly escape. But why would any American want to? We could much more easily be making money,
rather than losing money. Why do we choose to be told otherwise?
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—February 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
Getting the government headlines out of the way:
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $42.3 billion in February
from $39.3 billion in January (revised), as exports decreased and imports increased.
February imports of Crude Oil ($19.5 billion) were the lowest since October 2010 ($18.7 billion).

Having fun with “Highlights for Congress”:
•

“The January to February decrease [sic] in imports of goods reflected decreases [sic] in. . . .”

Looking elsewhere in the report, with no guarantees:
U.S. Trade in Goods, Not Seasonally Adjusted, Census Basis:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The U.S. international trade deficit in goods decreased to $46.3 billion in February from $57.2 billion
in January (revised), as exports decreased by 2.8% and imports decreased by 7.8%.
Our surplus with Ukraine increased by $44.2 million (up +72.6%).
Our deficit with Russia decreased by $48.4 million (down -4.9%).
Our deficit with Mexico increased (by 44.1%) to $4.0 billion, as exports (computer accessories and
semiconductors) decreased and imports (automobiles) increased.
Our deficit with China decreased to $20.9 billion, as exports (soybeans, civilian aircraft) fell $478
million and imports (computers, cellphones, household goods) fell $7.5 billion.
Nonetheless and Lunar New Year notwithstanding, our goods deficit with China represented 45% of
our total with the world, including oil.

You might remember that China claimed a $23-billion trade deficit for February 2014—so, yes, their
government's reports are nonsense as well. But this doesn't help your family and it won't keep the best of all
possible economies—etc.—from grinding to a halt.

991.
(Jobs Report) If a Baloney Falls in a Government Forest,
Does It Make a Sound?
April 4, 2014
“The Employment Situation—March 2014”
According to ShadowStats, based on today's government report:
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-616-march-employment-and-unemployment
•

23.2 percent—unemployment rate for March. Jobs increase of 192,000 was bloated heavily by
concealed and constantly-shifting seasonal adjustments. Payroll and unemployment numbers remain
of horrendous quality, generally not comparable with earlier reporting.

According to the U.S. government and today's government report:
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 192,000 in March, and the unemployment rate was
unchanged at 6.7 percent.

According to the same government and the same report, not seasonally adjusted:
Unemployment rate: 6.8 percent—down from 7.0 percent in February
Total nonfarm jobs: up +941,000
•
•
•

Goods-producing: up +175,000
Private service-providing: up +656,000
Government: up +110,000

Selected categories and claims:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil and gas extraction: up +500
Construction: up +131,000
Manufacturing: up +32,000
Electronic instruments: up +2,800
Furniture and related products: up +4,900
Retail trade: up +57,100
Building material and garden supply stores: up +33,600
Motion picture and sound recording industries: up +9,900
Professional and business services: up +142,000
Administrative and waste services: up +125,700

•
•
•
•
•

Employment services: up +76,100
Temporary help services: up +59,300
Leisure and hospitality: up +265,000
Food services and drinking places: up +185,400
Personal and laundry services: up +12,600

“Employment-Population Ratio - Bachelor's Degree and Higher, 25 years and over” (25 - 64):
•

72.7 percent—down from 73.0 percent in February, down from 73.1 percent in January

Did anyone just hear something?

992.
While We Were Busy Hypocrites for Inequality and
Decimation
April 5, 2014
Are you sitting on the sidelines—like 99% of American citizens?
Are you sitting down?
•

“We hear that exports are good because they support U.S. industry but imports are bad because they
steal business from domestic producers. Actually, imports are the real fruits of trade because the end
goal of economic activity is consumption. Exports represent resources we don't consume at home.
This is how we pay for what we buy abroad, and we're better off when we pay as little as possible.
Mercantilism, with its mania for exporting, lost favor for a good reason.” — The Fruits of Free Trade

You just can't make this stuff up. This was from the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas.
You just can't make this stuff up.
But you can, if you like, take another look at FFC #142 (“The ‘Made In China’ Content of the Federal
Reserve—A Rebuttal”) or FFC #144 or FFC (Fear-Fallen Children) before you read this stink from The
New York Times:
“Yellen Says Fed Is Determined to Improve the Labor Market”
www.nytimes.com/2014/04/01/business/economy/yellen-says-fed-is-determined-to-improve-employmentsituation.html
•

[I stand corrected. You can just make this stuff up.]

OK, I'm about ready to barf, so I'll change the subject with this article by retired JAG Major Todd E. Pierce.
It's not any less disturbing—
“We’re All Cheneyites Now”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/04/01/were-all-cheneyites-now
•

Broadly understood, Cheney's geopolitical ideas have become the consensus of both Republicans and
Democrats and have assumed a permanent place in “mainstream” American political thought and
governance under Obama.

—but at least it's not evil.

(You know what I mean.)

993.
A Terribly Heartless Perspective on Malaysia Airlines Flight
370
April 6, 2014
Since March 8, our country's trade deficit in wealth-creating, life-sustaining goods has been approximately
$52 billion—that is, $1.8 billion per day.
I wonder what this means in terms of American jobs, wages, businesses, factories, research, development,
investment, tax revenues, education, health care, infrastructure, independence, security, prosperity, equality,
longevity, freedom, opportunity, and happiness.
I wonder what this means in terms of Americans dead. Lives literally lost. Family, friends, and neighbors.
Past, present, and future.
On March 8, Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 disappeared with 239 people from 14 nations on board. This, too,
is a story that deserves some attention from the news media.

994.
I See Foreign Underpants
April 8, 2014
Once upon another time, American politicians adopted a constitution and quickly slapped a 50% tariff on
imported goods. They never made it illegal, technically, to buy foreign fruit of the looms; they just
encouraged better behavior (everywhere). They were freedom lovers, those early protectionists, and
tightwads who loved a bargain. Making underpants made more sense than making trouble—with standing
armies, for example, or with standing bankers—and they seemed to know that someday our country would
need the money.
If another 600 jobs lost to [ahem] “globalization” doesn't affect you, try to imagine getting more bad news
from your oncologist:
“Fruit of the Loom to close Jamestown plant, lay off all 600 workers”
www.kentucky.com/2014/04/03/3177378/fruit-of-the-loom-to-close-jamestown.html
•
•
•
•
•

•

The Jamestown plant reached peak employment of 3,247 in 1990.
It is the last Fruit of the Loom plant in a state where the company had once been a manufacturing
titan second only to General Electric.
The company, owned by Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway but headquartered in Bowling Green,
said the move is “part of the company's ongoing efforts to align its global supply chain.”
The company said it is moving the plant's textile operations to Honduras to save money.
At one time, Fruit of the Loom had more than 11,000 manufacturing and corporate employees at its
plants in Jamestown, Frankfort, Campbellsville, Franklin, Greensburg, Princeton and Bowling Green
and at its Bowling Green corporate headquarters.
Kentucky once had a major apparel-manufacturing sector before jobs withered away as companies
moved production to places with cheaper labor.

The free-trade racketeers (including our central bankers) tell us that cheaper labor and foreign competition
are something new and unprecedented in American life—and Americans will have to learn to adjust.
What nobody's saying is where the money for things—including healthcare—is supposed to come from.

995.
30 Minutes Later, You’re Hungry For Power
April 10, 2014
Reconsidering our definitions of “protectionism” and “conservatism”:
“US Asian carp find plates in China”
[China Daily link—April 10, 2014]
•
•
•
•
•

When it comes to fish, not many Americans have much insight or appetite for Asian carp, the
invasive species that is wreaking havoc in the US heartland's waterways.
The growing carp population poses a threat to aquatic ecosystem throughout the country because of
the species' rate of reproduction and the resulting stress it puts on the food chain.
Angie Yu had a bright idea: Why not send the oily freshwater fish back to Asia? “The Chinese
market needs wild fish from cleaner water badly now. . . .”
Her company, Two Rivers, is the only Asian carp processing plant in Kentucky.
The common carp has origins that date back as far as 3,500 BC. However, carp farming took off in
the 1960s when scientists discovered the key to supporting the spawning of Asian carp. Several
species of the fish were shipped to the US in the 1960s and 1970s to help control aquaculture
operations, but the fish migrated to other areas.

“How Increased Meat Consumption in China Changes Landscapes Across the Globe”
www.forbes.com/sites/bethhoffman/2014/03/26/how-increased-meat-consumption-in-china-changeslandscapes-across-the-globe
•
•
•

With 1.35 billion people in the country, China now consumes double the amount of meat we do in the
U.S.
Soybean yields are difficult to increase, which means that. . . .
It is also affecting the health and well being of communities across the globe in ways we have not
thought of before.

“Are We Becoming China’s Factory Farm?”
www.motherjones.com/media/2014/03/china-factory-farm-america-pork
•
•

•

US pig producers spend about 25 percent less on feed than their Chinese counterparts, the USDA
found, because the “United States has more abundant land, water, and grain resources.”
The Chinese and their hogs, chickens and cows gobble up a jaw-dropping 60 percent of the global
trade in soybeans, and the government may soon also ramp up corn imports—because while Beijing
currently limits foreign corn purchases, meat producers are clamoring for more.
Chinese rivers have been vanishing since the 1990s as demand from farms and factories has helped
suck them dry. Of the ones that remain, 75 percent are severely polluted, and more than a third of

those are so toxic they can't be used to irrigate farms, according to a 2008 report by the Chinese
government.
“. . . through protectionism—economic patriotism—we built the strongest economy, with the most
opportunity, for the greatest number of people, in all of human history. Now it's being lost, as if our goal is
to become, once again, the colony of a foreign industrial giant—this time, a clever, cruel, unscrupulous giant
that does not share our language, history, or values.”

996.
I’d Rather Feel Stupid
April 12, 2014
There must be a word for insight we used to have but we don't have anymore.
Oh well, it'll come to me after I get settled. In the meantime, feeling a little tired and stupid hasn't been the
worst thing for me today. I've been wondering about those New Caledonian crows—
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~kgroup/tools/introduction.shtml
—and the future of offshore outsourcing. Scientists say these tool-manufacturing crows are already smarter
than six-year-olds, so maybe their evolutionary fate is not the service economy. I'm assuming the scientists
were talking about six-year-olds today—not six-year-olds in the year 2525, or in 1400 and 92, or when
Shakespeare's target audience was the common cabbage thrower—but I think today I'll leave the speculation
to professionals.
Bear with me and I'll make this worth your while by recommending a film that should be in every
American's repertoire. In fact, on December 30, 2008 it was honored by the Library of Congress for its
enduring (beginning in 1957) significance to American culture: Elia Kazan's A Face in the Crowd:
www.rottentomatoes.com/m/face_in_the_crowd
The LOC calls it a “dark look at the way sudden fame and power can corrupt” and this is true. It's also—I
can cringe when the word “dark” is used to describe art that brings light—it's also a look at our citizens, and
there's a point in the film where you just have to wonder how many of us would rather be stupid than feel
stupid—and maybe the reason we do so many stupid things is that we'll do anything to avoid feeling
stupid—and this makes us sitting ducks—sitting stupid ducks.
I'm not going to say this is one of those insights we used to have but we don't have anymore, but I will quote
Thomas Paine—
“And this single reflection, well applied, is sufficient to awaken every man to duty.”
—because he always helps me feel a little less tired and stupid, which is a good way to close this essay. I'd
planned to include something about the closing of Rizzoli on 57th Street, but they are a foreign concern, after
all, and we still have a trade deficit with Italy. More troubling, to me, are Rizzoli's American landlord and
another $600 million from the People's Republic of China—and any bookstore going out of business for any
reason. But I'll miss Rizzoli. I would buy a book from Rizzoli if there was no American alternative.
Chairman Mao's Books & More? I'd rather feel stupid.

997.
Mango People, Jesus’s Execution, and a Gallup Poll
April 13, 2014
“The ‘mango people’ of India”
http://blogs.aljazeera.com/blog/asia/mango-people-india
•
•
•
•

•
•

Robert Vadra . . . once scoffed at anti-corruption activists.
“Mango people,” translated into Hindi, means Aam Aadmi (alternatively translated as common man).
For a political party which is barely two years old, it is phenomenal that they stand among the
counted in India's mammoth electoral exercise—the world's largest.
There are messianic expectations placed on Kejriwal and his team. In a way Kejriwal's call to action
mirrors that of Obama's clarion call to Black America in 2011 to struggle alongside him while
campaigning for a second term in office.
“I expect all of you to march with me and press on,” Obama said. “Take off your bedroom slippers,
put on your marching shoes. Shake it off. Stop complaining, stop grumbling, stop crying.”
AAP has also made constant references to the common man to “seize control.” “Niklo baahar
makaanon se, jung lado beimaanon se (Come out on the streets and fight the corrupt),” is a frequently
used slogan.

“Misunderstanding Jesus’s Execution”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/04/13/misunderstanding-jesuss-execution-2
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The incident that gives sense to the week's climactic events is Jesus's overturning of the money tables
at the temple.
Modern scholarship is putting an emphasis on understanding this historical incident in context.
Jesus was a severe critic of those who controlled the temple, those who controlled the empire, and
those who controlled the economic systems.
Jesus was a largely unknown and harmless critic as long as he remained in his northern rural setting.
Jesus took his apocalyptic message to Jerusalem. However, to call his arrival a triumphal entry is to
miss the point completely.
But the critical point of Jesus's visit to Jerusalem came when he visited the temple. In no sense had
he come to worship and make sacrifice. He came to disrupt and to make pronouncements about the
judgment of God on the whole operation.
The charges that were leveled against him can be summed up as insurrection: encouraging nonpayment of taxes, threatening to destroy property (the temple), and claiming to be a king.
The theological meaning of the series of events remains in our own hands.

“U.S. Tops Other Global Leaders in Approval”
www.gallup.com/poll/168467/tops-global-leaders-approval.aspx

•
•

•
•
•

For the seventh straight year, Russia had the lowest median approval ratings in the world.
Nearly all global powers evaluated receive their highest approval ratings from residents of countries
in sub-Saharan Africa. The exception is Russia, which gets its highest marks from its neighbors
(formerly Soviet Union countries).
The U.S. and Germany receive their highest approval ratings in the world from the same country—
Guinea.
The country that expresses the highest disapproval for nearly all global powers measured is the
Palestinian Territories.
Although the five global powers measured are major players on the world stage, many worldwide
don't offer opinions about the leadership of these countries—either because they don't know or aren't
comfortable giving an opinion. In some countries, such as India, two-thirds or more do not give an
opinion about the leadership of any of these countries.

998.
I’m Gonna Need Your Help With Tomorrow’s E-mail
April 14, 2014
I need more readers—
—and they need more reasons, so tomorrow—Tuesday, April 15—I'll send you a message I hope you'll
share:
“High Praise From Good Men. Good Men. Uh-Oh!”
Until then, please remember:
History doesn't record what doesn't happen.
Nobody knows how much damage we've been able to prevent. Nobody knows how much worse things
would be without our efforts.
Just imagine what we could accomplish with more readers.

999.
High Praise From Good Men. Good Men. Uh-Oh!
April 15, 2014
(Scroll down for my free publications.)
(You'll be in good company.)
“I've spent years writing and speaking on the US-China relationship and nobody understands the
consequences our nation faces as well as Bob Hall. Informative, entertaining, accurate, and frankly
terrifying, he's been a lonely voice of political and economic truth.”
— Dr. Greg Autry, co-author/producer, Death by China
“I read Bob Hall's pieces daily and love them for their clarity and wisdom.”
— Pat Choate, Author and Economist
“Few commentators have been more pessimistic in recent years about the course of the American economy
than Bob Hall—and few have been closer to the truth.”
— Eamonn Fingleton, author of In Praise of Hard Industries: Why Manufacturing, Not the Information
Economy, Is the Key to Future Prosperity
“Bob Hall writes accurately, honestly, and directly about things that really matter. He calls a spade a spade
and in our time and in our situation this is badly needed.”
— Ralph Gomory, Research Professor, New York University
“The United States of America needs a lot more truth tellers like Robert Hall.”
— Richard McCormack, editor, Manufacturing & Technology News
“Bob Hall’s compendium provides an invaluable service; he cuts thru cacophony of the mainstream media. I
look forward to his emails; he pulls no punches, and while I don’t agree with everything (who could?), he
keeps me on my toes and thinking.”
— Chuck Spinney, author of Defense Facts of Life: The Plans/Reality Mismatch and editor of The
Blaster: Comments on Politics, Foreign Policy, and Defense
“Bob Hall's contribution is one of the first posts I read in the morning. It helps me to navigate my way
through the news of the day, bearing down on what's real and vital, discarding the banal and misleading. It's
an indispensable resource in a world awash in trivia disguised as information.”
— Jeffrey St. Clair, editor, CounterPunch

(For a free subscription: DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com)
(For a free compendium of “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments, June 2008 to Date:
DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com)
(Your e-mail address will not be shared with anyone.)
(Please share this information.)

1000.
N/C is SRO — These Things Are Everywhere!
April 17, 2014
Last week, I wrote to you from a town in Wisconsin with lots of memories and vacant buildings. More than
once, I got stuck at the downtown railroad crossing—probably one of Warren Buffett's—and had to sit and
watch the Chinese shipping containers roll by and give me the finger trap, so I'll have some memories of my
own.
Somehow I can't imagine Warren Buffett being unhappy about China's currency manipulation. A currency
with “reserve” status like ours is an easy target. Foreign manipulators (competitors, adversaries) hand us an
artificially high dollar, which has a lot of American fans here in the U.S. Our policy makers call it a
naturally strong dollar, so we all use it to buy foreign goods and services, including foreign money, for
cheaper than we should—that is, cheaper than we should for our own good. Needless to say, this can't go on
forever, but it doesn't have to—just long enough for the outside world to out-weasel Wall Street and
Washington.
The best way to deal with currency manipulators is to stop buying what they're selling.
This week, I'm writing to you from a town in Illinois with lots of sophisticated people and vacant buildings.
In just the five months since I last visited, there've been some remarkable changes here. Fewer people can
afford internet service, so the wi-fi cafés are sometimes jam-packed—standing room only.
And these things are everywhere:

China Daily newspaper racks. Fifty cents. Painted blue. Maybe they're supposed make the other
propaganda sheets seem harmless.
Otherwise, today, things seem pretty much the same. The Wall Street Journal and the Federal Reserve are
still advertising their financialized, multinational, wealth-transferring, free-trade agenda and calling it
nutritious information—
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2014/03/28/americans-must-adjust-to-a-world-dominated-by-china-fedsbullard-says
—while old Bloomberg himself, now 72, says—
www.nytimes.com/2014/04/16/us/bloomberg-plans-a-50-million-challenge-to-the-nra.html
—he might be nearing the end, but:
“I am telling you if there is a God, when I get to heaven I'm not stopping to be interviewed. I am heading
straight in. I have earned my place in heaven. It's not even close.”
It's important to know that—at least regarding the utility of fire insurance—God and Michael Bloomberg are
on the same page.

1001.
Pollution, Population, Politics, and the Price—What Would
You Do?
April 18, 2014
What would you do? Try to imagine you're The:
•
•
•

People's Republic of China
Chinese Communist Party
People's Liberation Army

You can be just one or all three—they're the same thing. You're responsible for 1.36 billion citizens—for
starters and to say the least. You know that to stay in power, you'll have to rebalance your population (age
and gender) and let your people reproduce more freely than you've allowed in the past. Currently you're
trying to manage more than 4x the U.S. population on far less useful geography. For most of your 3,000year history, your country has been the richest, most powerful and sophisticated on Earth. Today, you hold
practically all the cards—including IOUs from some trading partners who will never be able to repay—and
you are Chinese.
You get the bureaucrats' report. What would you do?
“16.1 percent of Chinese soil is polluted”
[Xinhua link—April 17, 2014]
•
•
•
•

About 19.4 percent of farming land is polluted, said the report issued jointly by the Ministry of
Environmental Protection and the Ministry of Land and Resources.
The general condition of the land is “not optimistic” as the quality of farming land is worrying and
deserted industrial and mining land suffers serious pollution, according to the report.
Some 10 percent of woodland and 10.4 percent of grassland is polluted, the report added.
About 82.8 percent of the polluted land is contaminated by inorganic materials and the top three
pollutants are cadmium, nickel and arsenic.

“‘Toxic’ soil pollution report sparks new fears over safety of mainland’s home-grown food”
[SCMP link—April 18, 2014]
•
•
•

Worst-hit areas are those where there have been years of unrestricted industrialisation . . . the
government admitted on Thursday as it revealed the findings of a survey previously kept secret.
The area of the mainland's polluted soil is enough to cover an area twice the size of Spain if joined
together in a single land mass.
Of key concern among scientists is cadmium, a carcinogenic metal that can cause kidney damage and
other health problems, and is absorbed by rice—the nation's staple grain.

•

•

Early last year, the newspaper Nanfang Daily reported that tens of thousands of tons of cadmiumtainted rice had been sold to noodle makers in southern China since 2009. It said government
inspectors declared it fit only for production of non-food goods, such as industrial alcohol. But a
trader sold most of the rice to food processors anyway.
Last May, authorities launched an investigation into rice mills in southern China after tests found
almost half of the supplies sold in the city of Guangzhou were contaminated with cadmium.

“China admits widespread soil pollution in ‘state secret’ report”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c250bd4c-c6b4-11e3-9839-00144feabdc0.html
•
•

China remains sensitive about publicising information that could show local governments or favoured
corporations at fault.
While concern over environmental damage is growing among wealthier city residents, activism by
the rural population is much more likely to be punished. Villagers' health, crops and animals are
more severely affected by polluted water or soil but local governments are more directly
economically dependent on polluting factories or mines.

For upwards of ten trillion more reasons we should reclaim our industry from the People's Republic, e-mail
me for a PDF of my compendium Fear-Fallen Children.
No charge. Just tell me a good story about globalization and those low-low prices.

1002.
Interactive Fun With Taxes; A Must-Read On Cable; What’s
Really Holding Us Back Is
April 19, 2014
Interactive Fun:
“Your Federal Income Tax Receipt”
www.nationalpriorities.org/interactive-data/taxday
Could Be—And A Must-Read:
“The power of the US cable barons must be challenged”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/3052b4a6-c0d6-11e3-bd6b-00144feabdc0.html
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Imagine if one company controlled 40 per cent of America's roads and raised tolls far in excess of
inflation. Suppose the roads were potholed. Imagine too that its former chief lobbyist headed the
highway sector's federal regulator. American drivers would not be happy. US internet users ought to
be feeling equally worried.
Comcast is aided by the complexity of the US cable industry. Confusion is its ally.
The real game is to control the internet.
Comcast has won plaudits for saying it would divest 3m television subscribers to head off antitrust
concerns. Whether that will be enough to stop it from charging monopoly prices for its TV
programmes is of secondary importance.
The internet is the prize.
The public's indifference to the rise of the internet barons is also assisted by lack of knowledge.
Americans are rightly proud of the fact that the US invented the internet.
Few know that it was developed largely with public money by the Pentagon—or that Google's
algorithmic search engine began with a grant from the National Science Foundation.
It is a classic case of the public sector taking the risk while private operators reap the gains.
There is no one in Washington with the will to stop it.
The FCC is dominated by former cable industry officials. And there is barely a US elected official—
from President Barack Obama down—who has not benefited from Comcast's extensive campaign
financing.
When the national highway system was built in the 1950s, it provided the arteries of the US
economy.
The Internet is America's neural system—as well as its eyes and ears. Yet it is monopolised by an
ever-shrinking handful of private interests.
The real game is to control the internet. The internet is the prize.

This I Was Almost Ambivalent About:

“Are Black ‘Success Stories’ Really Holding Us Back?”
www.blackagendareport.com/content/are-black-success-stories-really-holding-us-back
•

Given all this, it should be clear to anybody without ideological blinders that lifting up black
millionaires, black politicians, black entertainers and celebrating black celebrities does absolutely
nothing to improve the lives of ordinary African Americans.

Author Dixon makes some very good points, but turning a human story into a “black” story is
counterproductive. What's really holding us back is disunity. Victims tend to be victims in their own special
ways.

1003.
Easter Bunny P.C. News
April 20, 2014
Peter Cottontail invited children to give serious attention to the damage that can be caused to one's home by
the transfer abroad of capital and the consumption of foreign products.
“Rumormonger blogger jailed for three years”
[Global Times link—April 18, 2014]
•

[Qin] also accused Lei Feng, the country's most famous Good Samaritan, of leading a luxurious life.

“Qin Huohuo Trial”
[China Digital Times link—April 11, 2014]
•

Censorship instructions from the State Council Information Office: “All websites please increase
control and clean up discussion of the ‘Qin Huohuo’ case.”

“What was Rumi talking about?”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/04/what-was-rumi-talking-about-201441816134209701.html
•

It is not uncommon to find within the Sufi tradition phrases like: “We are a people of metaphors, not
of literalism,” and “Metaphors for us are what literalism is for others.” For this reason Al-Ghazali (c.
1056-1111 AD) said that no one has attempted to explain the essence of what Sufis talk about except
that they fall into explicit error.

“Telling the Truth about Easter”
www.frontiersman.com/faith/telling-the-truth-about-easter/article_91cdc71c-c6d9-11e3-94930019bb2963f4.html
•

Our respect for mythology as a carrier of truth needs a rebirth. I contend that mythology is a time
tested and honored literary tool to do truth telling.

“Saudi Arabia: Free Prominent Rights Activist”
www.hrw.org/news/2014/04/17/saudi-arabia-free-prominent-rights-activist
•

Abu al-Khair faces charges based solely on his peaceful human rights work, including “breaking
allegiance with the ruler” and “making international organizations hostile to the kingdom.”

“Congress to Give Private Debt Collection Another Try”
www.pogo.org/blog/2014/04/congress-to-give-private-debt-collection-another-try.html
•

The delinquent tax total is growing and so is pressure on the IRS to turn to the private sector for
help. But we've been down this road before, and the results were less than encouraging.

“Boxer Rubin ‘Hurricane’ Carter Dies at 76”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/boxer-rubin-hurricane-carter-dies-76
•

He was convicted alongside [John] Artis in 1967 and again in a new trial in 1976. Carter was freed in
November 1985 when his convictions were set aside after years of appeals and public advocacy.

—Caritas in Veritate:
“Paul VI invited people to give serious attention to the damage that can be caused to one's home country by
the transfer abroad of capital purely for personal advantage.”

1004.
Seriously: We Have To Get This Through Our Thick Skulls
April 21, 2014
We help other people to harm us and then we don't like it.
“What’s Japan’s Guiltiest Secret?: (Hint) It’s Not The Comfort Women”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/04/20/whats-japans-guiltiest-secret-hint-its-not-the-comfortwomen
•

•
•
•
•

While the foreign press busies itself with the often completely contrived issues of the war-time past,
it has less time and energy to delve into issues on which the Tokyo authorities really want to maintain
radio silence.
Of course, umpteen times over the years the problem of Japan's closed market has been declared
solved.
For decades the share of all foreign brands combined has been kept to just 4 percent. When did you
last read that in The New York Times?
It is hard to exaggerate the consequences for the global economy.
Autos and auto parts are by far the largest single manufacturing category in world trade.

“Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker Highlights Administration’s Commitment to Asia-Pacific
Region”
www.commerce.gov/news/secretary-speeches/2014/04/17/secretary-commerce-penny-pritzker-highlightsadministration%E2%80%99s-com
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Eager for American products and services, the Asia-Pacific is a region of tremendous opportunity for
United States businesses and workers.
The United States is—and will always be—a Pacific nation. But in the first decade of this century—
as we fought two costly wars—our diplomatic, economic, and strategic resources were over-invested
in certain regions of the world and under-invested in others.
The Administration's rebalance is focused on four areas: enhancing security, expanding prosperity,
fostering democratic values, and advancing human dignity.
It entails building new mechanisms—like the Trans-Pacific Partnership—to establish a level playing
field for commerce across the entire Asia-Pacific region.
As Secretary of Commerce, I lead the department responsible for making these opportunities more
accessible to our business community, especially for small and medium-sized enterprises.
TPP will establish rules that . . . give companies more incentives to keep production in the United
States.
Integrating China into the rules-based global economy will be one of the most significant economic
developments of our lifetime.
As approximately 200 million Chinese migrate from rural to urban settings over the next decade, the
importance of the Chinese market to U.S. businesses will only grow.

•

More than ever before, governments, companies, and people throughout the region want to do
business with American firms, which offer: the world's best technology and innovation, a powerful
ability to mobilize capital, a commitment to good working conditions and training, a business culture
that values transparency and ethics, and, of course, a spirit of entrepreneurship that remains the envy
of the world.

Sorry for all the bull-it points from the balonious Pritzker, but I wanted you to see what your Commerce
Department was up to before Penny hit “Delete.”
Fool me once, shame on you.
Fool me twice, shame on me.

1005.
Check The Pockets In His Long Pants
April 22, 2014
“If the Anglo-Saxon was say 45 years of age in his development, in the sciences, the arts, divinity, culture,
the Germans were quite as mature. The Japanese, however, in spite of their antiquity measured by time,
were in a very tuitionary condition. Measured by the standards of modern civilization, they would be like a
boy of twelve as compared with our development of 45 years.” — Senate testimony of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur, 5 May 1951
“Unemployment rates adjusted to U.S. concepts, 10 countries”
www.bls.gov/fls/intl_unemployment_rates_monthly.htm#Rtable1
•

Japan: 3.4%

“Current Account Balance”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
•

Japan: +$56,600,000,000

“How Japan has Maintained The Most Protected and Closed Auto Market In the Industrialized
World”
www.americanautocouncil.org/sites/default/files/Japans%2BProtected%2BAuto%2BMarket.pdf
•

When Japan officially “opened” its market, it perfected the art of using non-tariff barriers as huge
obstacles to all foreign companies trying to do business in Japan to keep imports to a minimum.

“Abe aims to dispel U.S. mistrust through frank talks with Obama”
[The Mainichi link—April 22, 2014]
•

For the U.S., it will also provide an opportunity to demonstrate its seriousness toward rebalancing its
interests toward Asia amid the country's falling dignity over a significant reduction in its defense
budget and its wavering response to Syria's chemical weapons.

“Senate Committee Shrinks Budget for Proposed National Manufacturing Innovation Network In
Half And The Number of Hubs By Two-Thirds”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/NNMI-0418141.html

•

The amended bill makes it impossible for the Obama administration to create the 45 manufacturing
innovation hubs that it says are needed.

China, it should be known, is not the only currency manipulator in the hen house. Compare Japan's and
Germany's current account surpluses with the U.S. current account deficit.
Write your Congressman. Check the pockets in his long pants.

1006.
Go Ahead and Laugh, But It’s Been a Costly Mistake
April 23, 2014
Chinese news is government—that is, Chinese Communist Party—owned and controlled, with Xinhua sitting
at the ministry level. The following items are all from today's edition. My only recommendations are:
please don't take them at face value, and please stop supporting them with your idiotically short-sighted, selfdestructive, pseudo-American, worker-consumer decisions.
That is, if the foreign-made shoe fits and with all due respect. If this makes me sound mean—well, you
make my job harder every time you send another dollar overseas.
Try putting yourself in my shoes—like I put myself in your shoes, and your children's shoes, and your
grandchildren's shoes, every day.
Some day, what they'll be saying about their parents will make me sound too polite.
“China’s military requires tightened secrecy”
[Xinhua link—April 23, 2014]
•

The secrecy is to insure that the Chinese army is capable of joining a war and winning, said a report
in the Wednesday edition of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) Daily, quoting a document
approved by President Xi Jinping and issued by the [Central Military Commission]. The document
called on Chinese military staff to have a clear understanding of the austere and complicated situation
facing the protection of military secrecy, to always remain sober-minded and to spare no effort to
keep secrets safe. The military's sense of responsibility and awareness of its adversaries should be
promoted, the document said. It also required a special check-up and overhaul to fix loopholes in the
management of documents and other items carrying classified information as well as secret sites and
activities.

“Chinese commander urges international naval trust”
[Xinhua link—April 23, 2014]
•

He said there should be institutionalized exchanges of visits by high-level navy leaders from different
countries. Navy think-tanks should also engage in more dialogue, and learn about each others' policy
directions and major concerns so as to consolidate mutual trust.

“China holds multi-country maritime exercises”
[Xinhua link—April 23, 2014]

•

This is the first time for the People's Liberation Army Navy to organize multilateral maritime
exercises. Nineteen ships, seven helicopters and marine corps from eight countries including China,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Singapore, Indonesia, India, Malaysia and Brunei were organized into three
task forces to conduct the exercises dubbed “Maritime Cooperation - 2014.” The exercises were
aimed at enhancing mutual understanding, trust and friendship among maritime forces and promoting
their cooperation in safeguarding maritime security to better respond to emergencies.

“China committed to nuclear-free Korean Peninsula: Xi”
[Xinhua link—April 23, 2014]
•

China is firmly committed to realizing the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, said Chinese
President Xi Jinping during a phone conversation with South Korean President Park Geun-hye
Wednesday. China will firmly safeguard the peace and stability of the peninsula while pushing for a
peaceful settlement, said Xi.

“Right-leaning Japan becomes Washington’s liability in Asia-Pacific”
[Xinhua link—April 23, 2014]
•

A right-tilting Japan, with Abe at the helm, has been busy with whitewashing its wartime aggression
against its neighbors, raising severe concerns in China and South Korea. Meanwhile, Tokyo has also
been engaged in intense territorial disputes with Beijing and Seoul. While playing up the usual hype
about the U.S.-Japan alliance, the U.S. president should send out a serious message to the Japanese
rightists that the world's sole superpower will not be duped into pulling the chestnuts out of the fire
for other countries. For Japanese politicians, they have a long way to go to get rid of increasing
suspicions that Japan has become a strategic liability for its big brother.

“Washington should tread carefully with Japan’s military thirst”
[Xinhua link—April 23, 2014]
•

Under Japan's long-held “exclusively defense-oriented policy,” defensive force is used only in the
event of an attack against Japan, but in a scenario of collective self defense, the country could support
another state militarily when the latter is under attack. Without a ban on collective self defense, a
more “proactive” Japan could literally join the United States and South Korea in a preemptive strike
against the DPRK, making the solution of nuclear issues on the Korean Peninsula more difficult.

Go ahead and laugh, but if you take a good look around your United States, you'll see it's been a costly
mistake to underestimate the propagandists.

1007.
Fooling Westerners
April 24, 2014
When you hear about this so-called row between China and Japan, how do you feel about your own
economy—your country's trade deficit and military spending? China, Inc. and Japan, Inc. get along quite
well, thank you—especially when it comes to fooling Westerners. Together, they've perfected the art.
“Obama reassures Japan over Diaoyu Islands, but warns against provoking China”
[SCMP link—April 24, 2014]
•

With tensions over the islands intensifying, the US has recently stepped up rhetorical support for
Tokyo while criticising China for its “intimidation and coercion” in the disputed area. But Obama
yesterday called on his Japanese counterpart to refrain from further provocation and seek dialogue
with China.

Various related:
“The next Canada? Rich mainland Chinese push New Zealand migration to 11-year high”
[SCMP link—April 24, 2014]
•
•

China also overtook Australia as New Zealand's biggest trading partner last year.
A new Bank of China service [allows] citizens to transfer more than the annual limit of 50,000 yuan
(HK$62,700). Under one option, clients can transfer between 2 million yuan and 10 million yuan.
Under another, the amounts are from [2 million yuan] to [40 million yuan]. The bank does some
vetting to ensure the money was legally earned.

“Canada to expand uranium exports to China: ambassador”
[Xinhua link—April 15, 2014]
•

Canada is the world's second largest natural uranium producer.

“Elected trade union in China gives Wal-Mart unprecedented hassle”
[Global Times link—April 24, 2014]
•

Encircled by a group of laid-off workers, Huang Xingguo, chairman of the labor union in their
recently shut down Wal-Mart store, rallied his union members with a rousing speech about their
ongoing battle with the international supermarket chain.

“Window Dressing—China’s Massive Trade Union Isn’t Standing Up for Worker Rights”

www.tealeafnation.com/2014/04/window-dressing-chinas-massive-trade-union-isnt-standing-up-for-workerrights
•

[ACFTU] leaders are appointed rather than elected, and legal restrictions on Chinese workers' rights
to collective bargaining and striking are significant. As China's only legal labor union, the statecontrolled ACFTU has sometimes attracted criticism. . . .

“Storm in a Rice Bowl”
www.ipsnews.net/2014/04/storm-rice-bowl
•

Under a promise to the World Trade Organisation (WTO), the [South Korean] government . . . can
either allow foreign suppliers to sell rice in its market—that is, open up its rice sector to the world—
or it can continue to import a fixed quota of rice annually from countries like the U.S., China and
Thailand.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Finally, one simple truth.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]
E-mail DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com for a full compendium of “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles &
Comments from June 2008 to Date.

1008.
I Think There’s More To This Story Than Meets The Eye
April 25, 2014
I think there's more to this story than meets the eye. If the Chinese admiral was really Chinese, he would
have offered the Indian navy access to 1.36 billion consumers.*
“Indian warship captain refuses Chinese admiral’s request to view command centre”
[SCMP link—April 25, 2014]
•
•
•

An unusually bold demand by China's top navy commander during a multinational naval training drill
this week has raised eyebrows in India.
The incident this week was not the first to raise suspicions in India over Chinese interest in the
country's naval fleet.
In March, India's navy rejected a Chinese request to allow PLA Navy ships to enter Indian waters to
search for the wreckage of a missing Malaysian Airlines flight in what Indian observers saw as a
disguised effort at military intelligence gathering.

“Indian Navy refuses Chinese navy chief’s request”
www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indian-navy-point-blank-refuses-chinese-navy-chief-s-strange-requestthat-breaks-naval-protocol/article1-1211931.aspx
•

•

•
•

The incident occurred on Tuesday evening when Wu, flanked by 15 top Admirals from People's
Liberation Army (PLA) navy, marched on to [the Indian stealth warship Shivalik before] a naval
exercise to mark People's Liberation Army (PLA) navy's 65th year of founding.
Wu insisted on seeing the room and his aides attempted to convince the Indian side that the Chinese
admiral, member of the powerful Central Military Commission, headed by President Xi Jinping, was
particularly keen to see the [Combat Information Centre].
At this, Wu was told he was welcome to visit the CIC during the exercise, which was slated for the
following day in the Yellow Sea. Wu did not agree.
It is unheard of for the chief of a navy to make a request to see the CIC of another country's warship;
China itself is not known to throw open its warship CICs to military officers from other countries.

*Anyway, this trick has always worked on Americans. Then again, maybe this is why we've finally decided
to square off with China.
(I'm sorry, there are some things even I can't say—or write, or even think—and still keep a straight face.)
Just don't forget the (real) money trail.
—

[“High Praise From Good Men” blurbs]
E-mail DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com for a compendium of “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments
from June 2008 (#1) to Date (#1,008).

1009.
Back to the Basics of Nobel-Boggling Theory and Having a
Good Time
April 27, 2014
Today might be a good day to get back to basics, the long way around the barn, the scenic route, with two
controversial and complicated topics. We should always wonder what people are really trying to
accomplish. Usually, it's just money. Just as usually, there are simpler ways.
Keep your eye on the ball. Throw some credible alternatives.
“U.S.-Dependent Pacific Island Defies Nuke Powers”
www.ipsnews.net/2014/04/u-s-dependent-pacific-island-defies-nuke-powers
•
•
•

These cases . . . “will put to the test the claims of the nine states possessing nuclear weapons that they
are in compliance with international law.”
Article VI of the NPT requires states to pursue negotiations in good faith on cessation of the nuclear
arms race at an early date and nuclear disarmament.
Far from dismantling their weapons, the nuclear weapons states are accused of planning to spend
over one trillion dollars on modernising their arsenals in the next decade.

“Jury awards Texas family nearly $3 million in fracking case”
www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-fracking-lawsuit-20140424,0,508199.story
•
•

•

Other landowners have sued over drilling and reached settlements, but legal experts think this is the
first jury verdict.
Opponents of fracking have long warned of the dangers to people who live close to wells—either
from contaminated water or, as in this case, dangerously polluted air. The stakes, they say, are higher
than most realize. According to a Wall Street Journal analysis last year, more than 15 million people
live within one mile of a fracked well.
Jurors sided with the Parrs, 5 to 1, but did not find that Aruba [Petroleum Inc.] had acted with malice.

When my buddies and I were very, very young, our fathers were very, very mean. They would say
invalidating and disenfranchising things to us, like:
•
•

“You build things with your hands and knock them over with your ass.”
“I buy you books and you eat the covers.”

Today, we count ourselves as less dysfunctional than lucky—very, very lucky. Unfortunately, there are too
many people in power who do things their way simply because they've never been shown anything better.
For them, fortunately, there's—ta-da!—this modern classic of Nobel-boggling theory:

“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
•
•

•
•

•

Our leaders used to be on our side.
Back when England was a serious economic competitor, Abraham Lincoln said: “If we purchase a
ton of steel rails from England for twenty dollars, then we have the rails and England the money. But
if we buy a ton of steel rails from an American for twenty-five dollars, then America has the rails and
the money both.”
Can you imagine any President saying that today? No way. The multinationals that control our
politics would never allow it.
Even one dollar per day can make a big difference. Reallocate ten dollars per person per day—from
foreign to American-made goods—and in a year we'd have 1.1 trillion dollars, or potentially more
than 20 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year.
Why stop there?

It's all much simpler than we're being told and we definitely have been listening to the wrong people.
So let's put “our” differences aside and have some fun—like our fathers (secretly) wanted us to.

1010.
If I Were Trying To Endanger You, I Would Teach You
Otherwise
April 28, 2014
The lowest, most dangerous form of treason is economic treason. If I were trying to endanger you, I would
teach you otherwise.
“Don’t Blame Obama For His ‘Ineffectual’ Foreign Policy—America’s Creditors Now Call The Tune”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/04/27/why-does-barack-obama-look-such-a-wimp-on-theworld-stage-follow-the-money
•

•

It is all part of a pattern in which America's international influence is rapidly ebbing. At the back of
it is money—America is bankrupt and its creditors know it. Not only are they becoming ever more
reluctant to fund U.S. military interventions abroad, but they have assumed the whip hand in dealing
with Washington on everything from environmental policy to trade barriers.
Obama's visit last week to Japan was a particularly sobering reminder of how times have changed.

“China party mouthpiece says no Internet freedom without order, as U.S. TV shows pulled”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/04/28/us-china-internet-idUSBREA3R0G220140428
•

The Communist Party last year renewed a campaign on online interaction, threatening legal action
against people whose perceived rumors on microblogs like Sina Weibo, are reposted more than 500
times or seen by more than 5,000 people. The campaign has muted online demands from advocates
of transparency, who see it as a tool to punish Party critics.

“China will not be ‘intimidated’: envoy”
[China Daily link—April 28, 2014]
•

“Nothing—whether direct coercion or implied threat, whether unilateral statement or a so-called joint
statement as the one just issued in Tokyo—can intimidate China or compromise our principles,”
[Chinese Ambassador to the US] Cui said during a speech at Harvard's Kennedy School of
Government on Friday.

Principles? What?
Once more from the top:
•
•

“Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?”
“Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist.”

(This is the sixth time I've sent you this—and I'm afraid it won't be the last. See Fear-Fallen Children #80,
#167, #519, #753, #761, and today's—so far.)
From a conversation between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a U.S. delegation to China, as quoted in Beating the
Unbeatable Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D., pages 408 – 410:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clark Bowers: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
Mo Xiusong: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may
take well over a hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
Clark Bowers: Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or
their economic environment still exist?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be against the laws of science.
Clark Bowers: As part of your reform, do you even desire to ever allow for anti-Socialist political
parties?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be unconstitutional.
Clark Bowers: Do you have any desire to change this part of the constitution?
Mo Xiusong: No, the people wouldn't support it.
Clark Bowers: Who speaks for the people of China?
Mo Xiusong: The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their
mind.
Mo Xiusong continues: The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that
tore the social fabric of the USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, and history has vindicated our leadership by the economic and political stability that has
followed.

Once more until I'm blue in the face:
“Dollar to the Giant” note: Surprisingly few Americans remember that the Communist Party of China
created the People's Liberation Army long before there was a People's Republic of China. The CCP and
PLA then—“out of the barrel of a gun,” in Chairman Mao's words—established the People's Republic of
China. Essentially, they are all one and the same.
Good grief, America:
When we buy Chinese-made goods, our money supports the People's Liberation Army. When multinational
corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist Party.
What part of “paid for with our children's blood” don't you understand?
[Lyrics]
— “Dollar to the Giant” on Amazon and iTunes

1011.
Whose Idea Was It To Start Calling Financialization
“Capitalism”?
April 29, 2014
The thing about the economics profession is that for the most part it was developed to serve special interests.
So here are some things to keep in mind. First, most of the people who are complaining about “capitalism”
are suggesting we replace it with capitalism. Second, this might be enough for one day. . . .
I'll turn it over to Michael Hudson money quotes on Piketty, P. Krugman, and the outrages du jour. I'll admit
I enjoy hearing right-wingers say Hudson is one economist who actually makes sense.
“Is Thomas Piketty Right About The Causes of Inequality?”
www.therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=11788
•
•

Since 1980, there's been quite a turnaround. And the 1 percent have bought government as if
government were sort of like a factory that you can make profits on.
So [Piketty's] produced a book without any solution, and the free enterprise boys like that. The 1
percent don't mind being criticized as long as there's no solution to their problem.

“Piketty’s Wealth Gap Wake Up”
www.michael-hudson.com/2014/04/pikettys-wealth-gap-wake-up
•

•

•

Krugman is applauded by the right-wing to be their liberal of choice not because he understands the
economy, but because he doesn't understand the economy. If he understood how the economy
worked he wouldn't have won the Nobel Prize, because that's a prize for people pretending that
there's no such thing as economic rent; there's no such thing as unearned income.
Krugman is a neoclassical economist. Neoclassical means anti-classical. He does not recognise that
there is such a thing as economic rent. He also got in a big argument with your Australian Steve
Keen two years ago saying that banks don't create credit. “All banks do,” Krugman said, “is lend out
savings.” He said it's inconceivable that a bank can actually create credit or inflate asset prices.
Krugman's focus is on, well. . . . But he's even wrong as to his statistics and, remember, he's a
professional bank lobbyist. He's paid by the banks. He went to Iceland to support the banks against
the government trying to rein them in. So, of course the bankers love Krugman because he's their
lobbyist.

See my compendium for Belgium central banker Bernard Lietaer's stand-up routine on Krugman and for
Krugman's slip of the tongue about U.S.-produced goods.
I wonder:

Whose idea was it to start calling financialization “capitalism”? Would they (or would they not) have a job
(or even be alive) if it weren't for industrial capitalism?
All this whining about inequality. I hope it serves a purpose.

1012.
Will You Be Ordering From The Menu?
April 30, 2014
“A castoff nation is created when its working people—all grades—are progressively discarded by decisionmakers determined to make money outside production, outside the country, and by military work that
contributes no life-serving product.” — Seymour Melman, Profits Without Production, 1983
“U.S. Net International Investment Position”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/intinv/2014/intinv413.htm
•

The U.S. net international investment position at the end of the fourth quarter of 2013 was -$4,577.5
billion (preliminary) as the value of foreign investments in the United States exceeded the value of
U.S. investments abroad.

I've sent you the Melman twice before, 2012 and 2013, and I'll keep sending it until we find out who the
decision makers are.
Citizens, Voters, Workers, and Consumers:
Will you be ordering from the menu?

1013.
Language Induced Economic Paralysis
May 1, 2014
Müller received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2009.
“Herta Müller’s Language of Resistance”
www.bostonreview.net/books-ideas/costica-bradatan-herta-muller-cristina-double
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

Messing with language can be an efficient means of political control.
You defend yourself not in the street, but in your head. It is Müller's great achievement in this book,
as elsewhere, to depict the individual's confrontation with the totalitarian system as a fight over
words, discourses (official or dissident), life stories (big or small), historical accounts, grand
narratives, history textbooks, and archives.
For totalitarianism, above all, is a linguistic project.
The secret police in totalitarian regimes look like literary workshops.
Whether you realize it or not, your sense of who you are and of your place in the world are seriously
affected.
Your language is not just something you use, but an essential part of what you are. For this reason
any political disruption of the way language is normally used can in the long run cripple you
mentally, socially, and existentially.
When you are unable to think clearly you cannot act coherently. Such an outcome is precisely what a
totalitarian system wants: a population perpetually caught in a state of civic paralysis.
If the teenaged Müller was enchanted by the odd, barbarian beauty of Romanian, the adult writer is
struck by its implicit politics.
It is a stance of survival. . . .
Life is too short and these disasters too big to face in a more heroic fashion, but poking some fun at
them, crafting a good political joke, could amount to a political attitude.
The Communist regime snuck into the country amidst the Russian tanks at the end of World War II.
Romanians didn't rebel, but they called cockroaches “Russians” and developed an industry of
political jokes in which the Soviet Union figured prominently.
Of particular interest to Müller is the endless capacity of this language to generate curses. She
delights in the wide assortment of Romanian curses, the mechanisms whereby they are produced, and
the political attitudes they embody. As in most languages, sexual imagery plays an important part.
But there is a downside to all that cursing, and it's not just the offense it may cause among the more
sensitive.
The problem is the complacency it breeds. “That's why people in this dictatorship don't rebel,”
Müller says.
People curse the government and the Party, the Securitate and the City Hall, the poor roads and the
traffic police, they curse the Russians and the Americans. And then they feel they've done enough
politics for the day, and it is time to move on.
The political stance that it presupposes exhausts itself in performance, and not much is left to feed
real protest.

•

•

During the most oppressive phase of Ceausescu's regime, it was rumored that political jokes, which
mushroomed in those years, were in fact created and disseminated by the secret police as a way to
ease social tension.
A well-told joke, like a well-told curse, could give people such a sense of satisfaction that they would
feel as though they had done their share of resistance.

“Such was the rumor,” adds reviewer Bradatan, “but perhaps even this rumor was fabricated in the secret
police's labs. For, again, totalitarianism is a linguistic project.”

1014.
Who’s on First. What’s in Trouble.
May 2, 2014
Hey, Abbott!
“The Employment Situation—April 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 288,000, and the unemployment rate fell by 0.4
percentage point to 6.3 percent in April, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
Employment Level - Part-Time for Economic Reasons, All Industries: up +54,000 from March 2014
Not in Labor Force: 92,018,000—up +988,000 from March 2014—a new all-time record

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm: up +1,152,000
Goods-producing: up +251,000
Private service-providing: up +858,000
Government: up +43,000

Selected categories and claims:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mining: up +14,900
Construction: up +212,000
Manufacturing: up +27,000
Food manufacturing: down -2,500
Apparel: down -700
Retail trade: up +119,100
Rental and leasing services: up +13,000
Temporary help services: up +55,100
Leisure and hospitality: up +325,000
Food services and drinking places: up +217,300
Personal and laundry services: up +16,900
Membership associations and organizations: up +12,700
U.S. Postal Service: up +11,600

Not in Labor Force:
•

92,594,000—up +964,000 from March 2014, up +2,158,000 from April 2013—and another new alltime record

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”

•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Had enough?
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]
E-mail: DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com for Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles &
Comments June 2008 [#1] to Date [#1014] notably resisting America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth
Transfer and Surrender

1015.
Obscure but Interesting and Consistent with Experience
May 3, 2014
Yesterday I called your attention to a new all-time record: the number of Americans officially “Not in Labor
Force”—not increasing the official unemployment rates:
•
•

92,018,000—up +988,000 from March 2014—seasonally adjusted
92,594,000—up +964,000 from March 2014—not seasonally adjusted

According to the BLS:
•

“Persons who are neither employed nor unemployed are not in the labor force. This category
includes retired persons, students, those taking care of children or other family members, and others
who are neither working nor seeking work.”

Also according to the BLS, you are neither working nor seeking work—you are “Not in Labor Force”—if
you've been unemployed and discouraged for more than 12 months.
“Discouraged” according to the BLS:
•

“Discouraged workers were not currently looking for work specifically because they believed no jobs
were available for them or there were none for which they would qualify.”

Now here's an obscure but interesting BLS category:
“Want a job - Did not search for work in previous year” — April 2014
www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpseea38.pdf
•

3,137,000—up +29,000 from March 2014—not seasonally adjusted

Egads.
Shadow Government Statistics, you will remember (from Fear-Fallen Children), thoughtfully includes our
nation's long-term unemployed and discouraged in its calculations.
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-624-employment-and-unemployment-construction-spending-retail-salesbenchmark-m3
The SGS unemployment rate for April 2014, unfortunately still dependent on government data, is:
23.2%

—this being more consistent with the experience of live citizens.

1016.
It Is Difficult To Get The News From Plutocrats
May 4, 2014
Strange, but I still meet people who are happy to get their information from The New York Times and call it a
day.
One of my least favorite examples of most anything is Thomas L. Friedman. You might not know that since
1978 Friedman has been married to the only daughter of billionaire Matthew Bucksbaum, who died last
November. If you've ever wondered why Friedman says the things he says—he gets money and awards for
it—this would be a good place to begin your investigation.
Today's first article is pure garbage. The second is not by Friedman.
“It’s Not Just About Obama”
www.nytimes.com/2014/05/04/opinion/sunday/friedman-its-not-just-about-obama.html
•

We need to counterbalance China in the Asia-Pacific region, but that is not easy when we owe
Beijing nearly $1.3 trillion, because of our credit-fueled profligacy.

“Will Ukraine Be NYT’s Waterloo?”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/05/03/will-ukraine-be-nyts-waterloo
•

The Times increasingly betrays its responsibility to deliver anything approaching honest journalism
on overseas crises especially when Official Washington has a strong stake in the outcome.

Strange, but I still meet people who would rather hear from plutocrats than poets.
It is difficult to get the news from plutocrats.

1017.
Today’s Trade Report—and thanks again.
May 6, 2014
On January 14, 2009 I began a piece I titled “Foxes, Hens, Trojan Horses” with this quote from Kurt
Vonnegut:
“True terror is to wake up one morning and discover that your high school class is running the country.”
It angered a few readers back then. I promise I'll let you know what happens today.
But, holy cow, this mentality is killing us. Yesterday I read an article about the economy by two of my
favorite public intellectuals. I'm still in awe. They managed 7,000 words without one mention of money.
Oh, sure, they talked about the feelings of money—or how they seem to think it makes other people feel—
but there was nothing about making money or where money comes from or how it's traded away or what we
can do to make some again.
I'm afraid that too many readers by the end of the article would feel hopeless. It's not in my nature to feel
hopeless, but I was left kind of wondering what it takes to be a public intellectual these days.
There's also an article floating around about Blackstone and Kentucky pension funds, full of feeling but
missing the big points. I think you should search my compendium for “Blackstone”—astonishment
guaranteed—and then do some legwork on McConnell and China.
Today's business is today's report card:
(By the way, my grandfather would have been 115 today. I can only imagine trying to tell him I lost only
$1.3 billion per day last month but it was seasonally adjusted.)
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—March 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $40.4 billion in March
from $41.9 billion in February (revised), as exports increased more than imports. (May 6, 2014)
The February to March increase in exports of goods reflected increases in capital goods ($2.1
billion); industrial supplies and materials ($0.9 billion). . . .
The February to March increase in imports of goods reflected increases in consumer goods ($1.2
billion); foods, feeds, and beverages ($1.0 billion). . . .

More from the same trade report, without any seasonal adjustments:
•
•
•

Goods deficit: $50,561,000,000—up +$4,624,000,000 from February.
Goods deficit with China: $20,403,500,000—down -$458,100,000 from February.
Note that our goods deficit with China represented 40.4% of our total, including oil.

It just occurred to me that if the rest of our role models were like our public intellectuals—well, I wonder if
we'd know how to do anything anymore.
Happy Birthday, Grandpa—and thanks again.

1018.
Deindustrialization. The Rest Is Commentary and
Distraction.
May 7, 2014
If we lose and the future includes any objective historians, they will study our time as the Age of Western
Deindustrialization.
Neither the word “unfair” nor the word “inequality” will appear in their analyses.
Our prominent systems, institutions, and public figures will be understood as symptoms of Western
Deindustrialization.
Western Deindustrialization will have been concurrent with Eastern Industrialization, necessarily, as for the
first time in human history the Eastern half of the globe conquered the Western half of the globe.

1019.
Not How Things Are, Get What You Pay For
May 8, 2014
The government publishes official reports. So what you see is not how things are. So there.
“Billionaires try to convince Americans it’s good to import foreign workers, increase immigration”
www.bangordailynews.com/2014/05/05/opinion/contributors/billionaires-try-to-convince-americans-itsgood-to-import-foreign-workers-increase-immigration
•
•

And yet, despite all these forces, “comprehensive immigration reform” has failed to pass for a
decade.
Democracy worked. The American people simply haven't wanted immigration increased, and they
still don't.

“To Understand or Not to Understand Putin”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/05/08/to-understand-or-not-to-understand-putin
•

•

In Germany, anyone who says a thing like that can be denigrated as a “Putinversteher” (a Putin
understander). That says it all. We are not supposed to understand. We are supposed to hate. The
media are there to see to that.
What [Russian leaders] need most to save the world from endless and useless conflict is the
understanding of all those Americans and Europeans who have never been consulted or informed
about this perilous shift in strategy, and who, if they understood, would surely say no.

“Gangster State America”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/05/06/gangster-state-america-paul-craig-roberts-2
•

•

During the last years of the Clinton regime, a formerly diverse media with significant independence
was concentrated in five mega-corporations. The value of these corporations consists largely of their
federal broadcast licenses. To insure the renewal of these licenses, the media avoids challenging the
government on significant issues.
Washington won't even tell the truth about little things in comparison—jobs, unemployment,
inflation, GDP growth, economic recovery. Washington rigs the markets in order to cover up its
sacrifice of the economy for the benefit of a few special interests.

The reader is reminded that America's bureaucracy has recently proved that America's economy is not in
recession or depression.
The reader is hopefully reminded that over 96% of Americans contribute neither time nor money—not a
minute, not a penny—to political campaigns. Less than 0.25 of 1% of Americans invest $200 or better.

So . . . you get what you pay for?
—
[“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” links and transcript]

1020.
Plutocrats and Politicians
May 9, 2014
Yesterday I said, yet once again, that over 96% of Americans don't contribute any time or money to political
campaigns and less than 0.25 of 1% of Americans contribute $200 or more.
In other words, the so-called “Bottom 99%” has the power to outspend and overpower the so-called “Top
1%.” Problem is, at the present time, the Bottom 99's power is busy elsewhere.
For example: it takes a lot to build a global economy, even when we're just parceling out the U.S. economy,
and at the end of every long hard day of building foreign economies—well, we barely have enough energy
left over to complain about our own.
I suppose, on the other hand and getting back to the 96%, if 300 million Americans each invested 1 dollar
and/or 1 minute in their country's politics—their country's distribution of power structure—then what would
those 300 million Americans do to otherwise limit their options for happiness?
Here's something you should always keep in mind:
There have always been people with lots of money and they've always done just exactly what they do. In
their shoes, I might even do the same.
So it's also important to remember:
This is why the Top 1% and the Bottom 99% create governments and politicians.
Funny—the darndest thing, really—how people can ridicule politicians as more stupid than corrupt and how
the politicians never seem to mind.
Me, I'd keep an eye on those guys. After all, they're the ones who are being paid to protect your interests.

1021.
Errata: Today’s Ways
May 10, 2014
Erratum: Yesterday's “less than 0.25% of 1%” should have been “less than 0.25 of 1%” of Americans
contribute $200 or more.
According to the Federal Election Commission and OpenSecrets.org for the 2013-2014 election cycle, only
0.12% of the U.S. population contributed $200 or more, this representing 64.1% of total individual
contributions to federal candidates, PACs, and parties.
I don't know what to say about the new record-high Dow Jones Industrial Average. When I figure it out, I'll
type it up and nail it to empty things.
Here, I will implore you to Seymour Melman.
•

“The collapse of the money values in the major U.S. securities markets obviously compelled the
question: if this was real wealth, what happened to all of it? The participants, of course, were victims
of a massive self-delusion. The enormous enlargement of paper money values in the securities
markets was without any connection at all to the production of real things: homes to live in, clothes to
wear, schools that confer education, food for daily living, medical care when required, and machine
tools that are required for the production of everything else. None of these were multiplied by the
enormous enlargement of securities values. And the collapse had the main effect of concentrating,
more than before, the money markers that continued to be respected as legitimate claims on goods
and services.”

See FFC #721. And be careful. The Dow is an indicator of gambling activity—money transfer. For an
indicator of real economic activity, you'll have to roam around and look at empty things.
Finally, from Spinney and Wheeler:
“On the Road to a Hollow Military: Buck McKeon’s A-10 Sell-Out of the Troops”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/05/on-road-to-hollow-military-buck-mckeons.html
•

In theory, the House Armed Services Committee's job should be to protect both the soldiers at the
pointy end of the spear and the taxpayers who are sacrificing their hard earned treasure.

Until next time, be well, gentle reader, and vice versa.

1022.
A Mother’s Day Gift from Harry Truman’s Desk
May 11, 2014
Happy Mother's Day—The BUCK STOPS here!

Today I've been wondering about constructive people vs. destructive people. So far, it hasn't helped me to
think in terms of net, bottom-line, meet-your-maker contribution. I keep wanting to dig—to follow the
“money” trail—but all the trails keep taking me to the same place, and it's usually too pretty for its own
good.
I scrolled through my archives—Teddy Roosevelt's humiliating “Citizenship in a Republic” and Eleanor's
humiliating “Wartime Prayer”—and considered their relative literacy (constructive people vs. destructive
people) and will consider it again some day when it's not Mother's Day. Just know that I interpret the
Roosevelts, Uncle and Niece, as having wanted us to live well enough to be worth dying for. And that
critical people can be annoyingly uncritical readers.
It's not easy to come up with examples of people who aren't constructive and destructive both. We
Americans are the cliché, I think, because of the importance accorded the individual in our culture. This is
why I'm saying our planet will be inherited by ants, bees, East Asians, and ancient cultures that value
cooperation and sacrifice for the greater good. These are authoritarian societies, I will beg you to notice,
with the Chinese having less interest in democracy than do either ants or bees.
Now look at what we do here in America. We build things—especially our social structures, large and
small—with powerful individual commitments to a life greater than any sum of individuals. After a while,
though—when the building part is over—it's all:
“What about me?”
And the demolition begins.
Families crumble. Nations crumble. And children pay the price.
What about them?
Children need to be taken seriously, understood, and loved unconditionally. When we can finally do this,
we'll never have to worry about anything else.

1023.
Two To Help You Fall Asleep Tonight
May 12, 2014
“Forecast International Expects UAV Market to Rise Strongly through the Next Decade; Unmanned
Land- & Sea-Based Systems’ Values also Growing”
www.forecastinternational.com/press/release.cfm?article=279
•

•
•

•
•

While fewer UAVs are expected to roll off the production lines from 2014 to 2023, market
intelligence provider Forecast International believes that manufacturers can still expect their coffers
to grow, based on the new systems' relatively higher price tags.
While UAV production is expected to remain relatively stable over the next 10 years, the value of
production will steadily climb, from about $942 million in 2014 to $2.3 billion in 2023.
China manufacturer AVIC is expected to account for the lion's share ($5.76 billion) of the 10-year
market value, based on production of hundreds of pricey UAVs, nearly all earmarked for Chinese
consumption. Northrop Grumman, builder of the U.S. Air Force's expensive RQ-4B Global Hawk
and the U.S. Navy's MQ-4C Triton, is next in line with forecast production worth $2.58 billion.
Current events are also accelerating interest in UAVs in other countries. In the shadow of Russia's
annexation of Crimea, Poland's Air Force plans to expand its fleet of UAVs.
Some 41,800 land- and sea-based unmanned systems worth about $10.5 billion are forecast for
production during the 2014-2023 forecast period. Of this amount, the value of future production for
those systems for which a manufacturer has not yet been assigned—“Future Opportunity”—is nearly
$1.3 billion.

“A modern pope gets old school on the Devil”
www.washingtonpost.com/world/a-modern-pope-gets-old-school-on-the-devil/2014/05/10/f56a9354-1b934662-abbb-d877e49f15ea_story.html
•

•

•

“Pope Francis never stops talking about the Devil; it's constant,” said one senior bishop in Vatican
City who spoke on the condition of anonymity in order to speak freely. “Had Pope Benedict done
this, the media would have clobbered him.”
During the conference, the Rev. Cesar Truqui, an exorcist based in Switzerland, recounted one
experience he had aboard a Swissair flight. “Two lesbians,” he said, had sat behind him on the
plane. Soon afterward, he said, he felt Satan's presence. As he silently sought to repel the evil spirit
through prayer, one of the women, he said, began growling demonically and threw chocolates at his
head.
Asked how he knew the woman was possessed, he said that “once you hear a Satanic growl, you
never forget it. It's like smelling Margherita pizza for the first time. It's something you never forget.”

Please see www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-340SP for the current price of an RQ-4A/B Global Hawk or
MQ-4C Triton drone.

1024.
Like Charles Darwin Is After You With a Danged Pitchfork
May 13, 2014
Charles Darwin weighed the influences of dishonesty and gullibility but failed to predict how these might
hasten the evolution of electronic media.
“In High Seas, China Moves Unilaterally”
www.nytimes.com/2014/05/10/world/asia/in-high-seas-china-moves-unilaterally.html
•

A prominent Vietnamese political analyst, Nguyen Quang A, summarized the standoff this way:
“Invasion is in their blood, and resistance is in our blood.”

“Alibaba names US Treasury vet PR head”
[China Daily link—May 13, 2014]
•

He will helm the company's effort to maintain good media and US government relations before
Alibaba [see FFC #800] goes public later this year on an as-yet unidentified New York stock
exchange. Alibaba officially filed for the long-anticipated IPO last week. Before serving as former
Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson's chief of staff from 2006 to 2009, Wilkinson was senior adviser to
former US Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice between 2004 and 2006.

“Lew Says China Must Avoid Putting Off Economic Reforms”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-05-09/lew-says-china-must-avoid-putting-off-economic-reforms.html
•

•

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob J. Lew said he will call on Chinese leaders to let markets determine
the value of the yuan and to avoid postponing measures to overhaul their economy even as growth
falters. “They obviously have to worry about their short-term economic situation,” Lew said. “What
they can't do is treat the long-term reforms as something they can just put off. They need to be
serious about it.”
Lew said he's seeking changes in China that will allow U.S. companies to sell their products and
services on a “level playing field.” China's economy expanded 7.4 percent in the first quarter, the
least in almost two years.

“A Deal to Dodge the Tax Man in America”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2014/05/12/a-deal-to-dodge-the-tax-man-in-america
•
•

Pfizer's pursuit of AstraZeneca raises a huge public policy red flag.
The problem isn't simply the lost tax revenue, either. When a company changes its headquarters, jobs
invariably leave, too.

“Why China loves Las Vegas”
www.lasvegassun.com/news/2014/may/11/why-china-loves-vegas
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

They're buying into Las Vegas like never before. They're pumping cash into major resort projects
and big stage productions on the Strip and they're purchasing single-family homes in quiet
neighborhoods.
Much of this activity is prompted by a little-known government program called EB-5 that rewards
foreign investors with green cards.
Quietly released as part of the Immigration Act of 1990, the EB-5 programs created new
opportunities for legal immigration to the United States and a way to create jobs.
Plus there's the EB-5 bonus: Any Chinese investment of $500,000 in the United States earns the
investor legal residency—an opportunity for the businessperson to leave China altogether and
embrace the U.S. economy.
[Shuyen Cheing] heard of the EB-5 program as a way to land a line of Chinese investors waiting to
pour money into America. The hotel developer now has more than 300 people—mostly from
China—waiting to invest at least $500,000 through the program.
Cheing, whose permanent home is in Los Angeles, said through a translator, “Chinese investors are
looking for places to invest outside of China. It is hard to find any good projects anymore in China
so they come to the United States.”
More than 8,000 EB-5 visas were issued last year by the Department of Homeland Security,
compared with 502 EB-5 visas in 2006.
About 85 percent of all EB-5 investors are Chinese, much to the consternation of the Chinese
government, which would rather keep the wealth at home.

Indeed. The Chinese government of the globally colonizing PRC/CCP/PLA would rather keep the wealth at
home. And U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob J. Lew and his friends all want a weaker U.S. dollar.
And pigs fly.
To all you flying pigs out there—just-a-squealin' about this country and just-a-hoggin' up them foreign
goods—
Have you been to Smithfield?

1025.
Is It Really So Hard To Admit That American Inequality
Correlates With American Complacency?
May 14, 2014
Who controls the media? Who controls education? Who controls what we think we know—and what we
think we're afraid of?
And who supplies the safety valves?
They encourage us to complain, and to joke, and to hate them—all to cultivate our complacency.
The “Top” whatever you want to call it, has less of everything than the rest of us—less of everything!—
except for money markers, and these are worth something only because we've been trained to accept them—
fictitious economy derivatives—as legitimate claims on real goods and services.
The “Top” whatever you want to call it puts its pants on one leg at a time. And they are afraid of us. They
wouldn't be the “Top” without a “Bottom” to buy their goods, their services, and their stories.
Get it together, people. We've got a country to rescue.
Of additional interest—for what it's worth—
—because every so-called “think tank” is a lobbyist in disguise:
“A Guide to Statistics on Historical Trends in Income Inequality”
www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=3629
Is it really so hard to admit that American inequality correlates with—
•
•
•
•
•

Globalization?
Financialization?
Deindustrialization?
Trade Deficits?
Foreign Goods and Competition?

—American complacency?
—and vice versa?

1026.
A Scary Idea for a Petition
May 15, 2014
I had what I thought was a pretty good idea for today—but you never know, so I typed “thick” and “thieves”
in my searchbox and came up with Greg Mankiw endorsing Larry Summers endorsing Thomas Piketty
endorsing himself.
Curious, I typed “you just can't make this stuff up” in my searchbox and came up with the same results.
I'd covered things pretty well yesterday, so I decided to narrow my search to “Boeing”:
“Boeing Wins $3.8 Billion Order for 737s in China Travel Boom (3)”
www.businessweek.com/news/2014-05-13/boeing-wins-3-dot-8-billion-737-order-amid-china-budget-travelboom
Something didn't smell right, so I kept digging:
“Boeing in China”
www.boeing.com/assets/pdf/aboutus/international/docs/backgrounders/chinabackgrounder.pdf
“Boeing and AVIC to Open Manufacturing Innovation Center in China; Boeing Awards 737 Rudder
Contract to AVIC’s CCAC”
http://boeing.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=20295&item=1795
AVIC?
I'd come back full circle. My plan for today was a petition signed by American soldiers and based on
Eleanor Roosevelt's “Wartime Prayer”:
Dear Lord,
Lest I continue
My complacent way,
Help me to remember that somewhere,
Somehow out there,
A man died for me today.
As long as there be war,
I then must
Ask and answer
Am I worth dying for?

My “veteran” readers will know (see, for example, FFC #174 or my “60 Seconds From The Road #2” video)
that AVIC is a division of the People's Liberation Army created during the Korean War. American soldiers
died again in Vietnam—again fighting the People's Republic of China.
I wonder how long it's been since the average American shopper was worth dying for.
Maybe we should reinstate the draft and find out.

1027.
#27: Squealing Pig with Broccoli
May 16, 2014
My friends Moo and Shu were practically laughing themselves silly:
“Where do you think China got its money?”
“Where do you think America got its Great Recession?”
Today's message is dedicated. . . .
“President Xi eyes more foreign exchanges”
[Xinhua link—May 16, 2014]
•

Xi stressed that China loves peace and will not pursue hegemony.

“U. of C. profs want China-funded institute evicted from campus”
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-05-04/news/ct-confucius-institute-met-grossman20140504_1_confucius-institute-petition-drive-language-instruction
•
•

To date, some 400 overseas branches of the Confucius Institute, funded by China's Ministry of
Education, have been established at the college and secondary-school level.
Bruce Lincoln, a professor of history and religion, said allowing the Chinese government to hire and
pay teachers at the university goes too far. “Suppose the Liggett & Myers tobacco company were to
come to a university and ask to take over its toxicology program. Would a university agree to that?
But that's the case with the Confucius Institute.”

“China’s Confucius Institute faces backlash at prestigious US school”
[SCMP link—May 15, 2014]
•

“I regret that our beloved university, which in its proud history had turned down quite a few times
government money because we did not want to engage in intellectual labour solely on governmental
terms, has now buckled our knees and conscience to a foreign government for a paltry sum,” said
Anthony Yu, a retired U of C literature professor who signed the petition last month.

“Confucius contusion: Student government president-elect urges closure of Confucius Institute”
http://chicagomaroon.com/2014/05/13/confucius-contusion

•

Administration can step in and—as they did before—support a Chinese language program run
entirely by the University, and continue to support the research done by faculty in the Department of
East Asian languages and civilization, both of which are of profound value to this institution.
However, of the utmost value to our University is our commitment to academic integrity, and for this
reason we support the faculty petition and urge the termination of the contract for the Confucius
Institute.

Shu smiled:
“You must decide.”
And Moo smiled:
“Dedicate your message to squealing American pigs and Chinese goods.”

1028.
All of Treason—and Most of Infanticide—is Simple
Economic
May 18, 2014
From a short conversation overheard in America:
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from England—you know, King
George.”
“Get lost.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1776.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from Germany—you know,
Kaiser Bill.”
“Get lost.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1918.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from Germany—you know,
Adolph Hitler.”
“Get lost.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1943.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from Japan—you know,
Emperor Hirohito.”
“Get lost.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1944.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from Korea—you know,
Communist China, Mao Tse-Tung.”
“Get lost.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1952.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from Vietnam—you know, the
People’s Liberation Army, Mao Tse-Tung.”

“Get lost.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1965.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from our factory overseas.”
“Sure.”
— from a short conversation overheard in 1983.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from the People’s Republic of
China—you know, Mao Tse-Tung.”
“Why would I care where it’s made?”
— from a short conversation overheard in 2008.
“Pssst—hey buddy—want to buy some stuff for cheap? Just arrived from Communist China—you
know, Mao Tse-Tung.”
“Sorry, man, I still can’t afford it.”
— from that long talk we need to have.
Until then, just imagine:
If our ancestors were anything like us, we wouldn't be here to learn from their examples.

1029.
U.S. Government Indicts Chinese Hackers
May 19, 2014
Today the U.S. government indicted five Chinese hackers. When the U.S. government tells us to stop
supporting Chinese criminals with our consumer spending, to stop buying Chinese goods and services, I'll
take their indictments seriously.
Meanwhile, our country will continue to lose over a billion dollars a day in trade—and we still don't have an
app that converts real losses to real lives.

1030.
Human Nature Has Already Done Most of the Work
May 20, 2014
Always remember who and what controls the information. Their goal—the information's goal—is to leave
you feeling powerless. They're very good at it—because human nature has already done most of the work.
In a recent conversation about information, an agnostic friend told me about a Catholic friend who'd never
missed a Sunday Mass. Within a few minutes, we were talking about agnostics who read the newspaper
every morning and faithful Americans who discover they'd been hoodwinked since high school Civics class.
The information industries—media and education—while fascinating and entertaining, are not in business to
provide you with practical solutions, but rather to deprive you of practical solutions.
They are in business to justify your behavior.
They are in business to justify your existence.
They're very good at it. Human nature has already done most of the work.
If you're well-informed and intelligent enough to know there is nothing you can do—
Then who can blame you for doing nothing?

1031.
The U.S. Needs More Customers To Buy Its Products
May 21, 2014
Let me see if I've got this straight:
1. The U.S. needs more customers to buy its products.
It has to be more complicated than this—doesn't it?
“China Tightens Grip On Africa”
www.ipsnews.net/2014/05/china-tightens-grip-africa
•

Africa is indeed a leading destination for Chinese consumer products.

“2014 Kogod Made In America Auto Index”
www.american.edu/kogod/autoindex/2014.cfm
•
•

First Place—#1—with an Index Score of 87.5—was a 2-way tie.
Last Place—#86—with an Index Score of 1.0—was an 80-way tie.

Of course, we could always be a sad little colony and export our resources to foreign manufacturers, but I
think we settled this in 1776.
Oh, and:
2. Foreign competitors pay our politicians to do the opposite of what we pay them to do.
It really isn't all that complicated. Maybe the answers are simple, too.

1032.
Abandonment and Deprivation
May 22, 2014
What is a lie? What is culpability?
Let's say an American child is scheduled for the gas chamber and you're in a position to say something.
Or that an American child is about to be shot by a terrorist and you're in a position to do something.
Now imagine American children all dying from abandonment and deprivation.
What is murder? What is a trade deficit?
What is the difference between these and what you buy?
Or have you already changed your mind about American children?

1033.
If Eleanor Roosevelt and Diogenes the Cynic Had Children
May 23, 2014
Nose to the wind:
“Israeli politicians protest China’s Bright Foods purchase of Tnuva”
www.jpost.com/Business/Business-News/Israeli-politicians-protest-Chinas-Bright-Foods-purchase-ofTnuva-353153
•

•

Of greater concern to the former World Bank economist is the trend of foreign companies buying
Israeli ones. On the one hand, he argued, such investment exits concentrate wealth in the hands of a
few, even after the state invested greatly in building up their human capital through education and
army experience. On the other, he warned, foreign companies will not be reliable allies should Israel
face a crisis, such as another intifada or war.
“When there is a crisis, the company will say, ‘Let's take production or R&D and move it
elsewhere,’” Braverman said.

“Suddenly The EU's Break-Up Has Moved From A Possibility To A Near-Certainty”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/05/23/suddenly-the-eus-break-up-has-moved-from-apossibility-to-a-near-certainty
•

•

Now all bets are off. In local council elections yesterday, England's long-suffering grass-roots voters
finally rose up. They snubbed both main parties, the Conservatives and Labor, to support the United
Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), a relatively new and hitherto marginalized party whose main
agenda is to get the U.K. out of the European Union.
It probably does not help that various other transnational corporations have also been trying to keep
the UK in the EU.

“Employment rate for the population aged 20 to 64 in the EU28 down to 68.3% in 2013: Opposite
trend for those aged 55 to 64”
www.epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-19052014-BP/EN/3-19052014-BP-EN.PDF
•

•

The employment rate of the population aged 20 to 64 in the EU28 showed a clear pattern during the
last decade: it rose steadily from 66.7% in 2002 to 70.3% in 2008, then fell with the financial crisis to
68.9%, and has since continuously decreased to 68.3% in 2013. The Europe 2020 strategy is to have
an employment rate of at least 75% in the EU28 by 2020.
For the age group 55 to 64 in the EU28, the pattern is quite different: the employment rate has grown
steadily from 38.1% in 2002 to reach 50.1% in 2013.

A few comments on others' comments on China's GDP:

•

•
•

In 1994, U.S. politicians delinked China's trading privileges from their human rights abuses and, also,
moved America's long-term unemployed and discouraged workers to a dungeon called “Not In Labor
Force.”
In 2000, U.S. politicians made China's trading privileges permanent.
In 2001, U.S. politicians got China into the World Trade Organization.

And then, over the next decade:
•
•
•
•

The U.S. lost more than 56,000 factories.
The U.S. gained more than $5.6 trillion in trade deficits.
Our goods deficit with China more than tripled.
China's GDP more than quadrupled.

Impending Memorial Weekend has me wondering:
If Eleanor Roosevelt and Diogenes the Cynic had children, would they wander around with American-made
lamps looking for consumers worth dying for?

1034.
Too Polite
May 24, 2014
“. . . and men must be either rogues or fools that will not see it.”
— Thomas Paine, The American Crisis, 1776
Whenever I hear about the Clinton economy, I think about the early stages of pancreatic cancer or heroin
addiction, which is not really accurate and I'm being too polite.
Anyone who says the American economy was healthy during the Clinton years is either a rogue or a fool.
Here's a link to tell you what you already know about “barbarous destruction”:
“Hillary Clinton’s Speaking Circuit Payday: $5 Million (and Counting)”
www.motherjones.com/politics/2014/05/hillary-clinton-goldman-sachs-private-equity-white-house-2016
It's possible that Hillary is a decoy so the Party's real choice, another fauxfraud, will come as a relief—like
Janet Yellen and Stanley Fischer after Larry Summers.
But—hey!—I just thought of a health analogy that might work:
But—on second thought—I'll keep it simple:
In the current American crisis, buying foreign goods is the same as murdering American children, and men
must be either rogues or fools that will not see it.
In the current American crisis, I am being too polite.

1035.
Why Don’t They Teach Us This Stuff In School?
May 25, 2014
Memorial Day is a good day to ask why we no longer understand Memorial Day.
And watch things grow.
“Borrowing Against The Future: The Hidden Costs of Financing U.S. Higher Education”
www.debtandsociety.org/publication/borrowing_against_the_future
•
•

In 2012, the U.S. spent $491 billion on higher education and twice as much per student than
comparable industrialized countries. Where is all that money going?
For student loans, we estimate the total interest paid annually on all outstanding student loans—both
private and federal. For institutional borrowing, we describe total interest payments on college and
university debts—the largest share of which went to funding amenities. In the case of for-profit
colleges with capital from equity markets, we estimate the costs to students and taxpayers of profits
made by these institutions—and the vast share of revenue they brought in from federal student aid
programs—to satisfy stock shareholders and private equity investors.

“Student Loans Owned and Securitized, Outstanding”
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/SLOAS

A military draft would reinstate the meaning of Memorial Day. Most Americans would immediately tell
most other Americans they're not worth dying for anymore.
And so then, if we wanted to, we could be again. Why don't they teach us this stuff in school?

1036.
Big Enough To Hide
May 26, 2014
Memory Enhancements:
“Nazi pork and popularity: How Hitler’s roads won German hearts and minds”
www.voxeu.org/article/nazi-pork-and-popularity-how-hitler-s-roads-won-german-hearts-and-minds
•
•

Within a few weeks of taking office, the regime introduced subsidies for car ownership and outlined
an ambitious programme for the German motor industry.
Combined with effective propaganda trumpeting the regime's successes, the roads succeeded in
winning the hearts and minds of many Germans. Nor were they the only ones to be impressed.
When the US Army rolled into Germany at the end of World War II, one of the officers taken with
the ease of transport on motorways was Dwight D. Eisenhower. When he became President of the
United States, he lead the initiative to built the country's interstate highway system. [Sic.]

“Thomas Paine, Our Contemporary”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/thomas_paine_our_contemporary_20140525
•

•

The British monarchy, which traced itself back seven centuries to William the Conqueror, had, he
wrote, been founded by “a French bastard landing with armed banditti and establishing himself king
of England against the consent of the natives.” And he detested the superstition and power of
religious dogma, equating Christian belief with Greek mythology.
He died, largely forgotten, a pauper in New York City. Six people went to his funeral. Two of them
were black.

Also:
•
•

We would never associate Hitler with politics or genocide if global finance hadn't insisted on a profit
from the Great War.
John Adams, no friend of Thomas Paine, eventually admitted that, “Without the pen of the author of
‘Common Sense,’ the sword of Washington would have been raised in vain.”

Ain't nobody big enough to hide in a pen. . . .

1037.
The Easiest Job In The World
May 27, 2014
Here's something else the People's Republic of China knows:
Conquering the world is the easiest job in the world if you're willing to be patient and your enemies are
willing to sell their children.
“China Knows Something You Don’t: U.S. Economists Are History’s Biggest Patsies”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/05/25/what-the-chinese-know-that-you-dont-americaneconomists-are-historys-biggest-patsies
•

The fact is that few policies in American history have been more supported by lobbying money than
America's one-way opening to China.

“Median CEO Pay Crosses $10 Million in 2013”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/median-ceo-pay-crosses-10-million-2013
•

“If you have a good CEO at a company, the wealth he might generate for shareholders could be in the
billions,” says Dan Mitchell, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank [founded in
1974 as the Charles Koch Foundation]. “It might be worth paying these guys millions for doing this
type of work.”

“Tennessee factory brings needed jobs”
[China Daily link—May 27, 2014]
•
•

•

•
•

The Tennessee plant opening reflects the company's “broader vision” of its business, Chairman
Loretta Lee told China Daily.
According to Yingying Xu, an economist with the Manufacturers Alliance for Productivity and
Innovation, a Virginia-based manufacturing industry research group, companies that had outsourced
production to China are also “seeing the sense in keeping production closer to their (US) markets to
keep down the cost of transportation, logistics, intellectual property and other expenses related to
operating factories thousands of miles away from a home base.”
The increased US investment comes as China's central government encourages its companies to look
abroad to gain expertise and recognition. The South is particularly attractive because the lack of a
large union presence in the region gives foreign companies flexibility in managing a workforce in
line with changing demands, Xu said.
Raymond Cheng, CEO of SoZo Group, a Hong Kong-based economic development consulting
company with a growing presence in the US South, praised Lee's “vision and determination.”
“Loretta has the vision to bring manufacturing back to the US and to lower industry's carbon
footprint,” Cheng said. “She is providing Chinese manufacturers with a roadmap on how to do it.”

•

The factory opening comes as municipalities in the South are engaged in a grassroots effort to bring
manufacturing jobs back to the area. In March, about 40 communities from six Southern states
participated in a three-day US China Manufacturing Symposium in Dothan, Alabama, co-presented
by the city and SoZo.

The China Daily reporter is New York-based Michael Barris, by the way, in case you still want to beat the
crap out of something after you take a good long look in the mirror.
Next, I suppose, we'll be hearing how Chinese think tanks bribe U.S. politicians to protect the domestic
footwear industry.
You certainly have to admire the soft power and long-term planning of these Chinese—if not the pure evil of
their willing victims.

1038.
Bring it on, Beijing.
May 28, 2014
“Even the last refuge of the human race—the inner world of the heart—cannot avoid the attacks of
psychological warfare. There are nets above and snares below, so that a person has no place to flee. All of
the prevailing concepts about the breadth, depth and height of the operational space already appear to be oldfashioned and obsolete. In the wake of the expansion of mankind's imaginative powers and his ability to
master technology, the battlespace is being stretched to its limits.” — Unrestricted Warfare (Beijing: PLA
Literature and Arts Publishing House, February 1999)
Bring it on, Beijing.
“I am a real spy, not a low-level system administrator — Snowden”
www.rt.com/usa/161884-nbc-snowden-interview-professional
•

•

Edward Snowden was trained as a professional spy and actually worked undercover abroad for
America's biggest intelligence agencies, developing their IT security architecture, the whistleblower
revealed in an exclusive interview to NBC News.
“What they are trying to do is that they are trying to use one position to distract from the totality of
my experience, which is: I've worked for the Central Intelligence Agency—undercover, overseas, I've
worked for the National Security Agency—undercover, overseas, and I've worked for the Defense
Intelligence Agency as a lecturer at the joint counter-intelligence training,” Snowden revealed.

“How the west embraced Chairman Mao’s Little Red Book”
www.newstatesman.com/culture/2014/05/how-west-embraced-chairman-mao-s-little-red-book
•
•
•

•

•
•

It was the most printed book in the world. In the years between 1966 and 1971, well over a billion
copies of the official version were published and translations were issued in three dozen languages.
“When there is not enough to eat, people starve to death,” Mao observed laconically. “It is better to
let half of the people die so that the other half can eat their fill.”
Mass executions and torture, beatings and sexual violence against women were an integral part of a
politically induced famine that reduced sections of the population to eating roots, mud and insects,
and others to cannibalism.
The prestige of the Mao regime in the west was at its height when the leadership was believed to be
at its most despotic and murderous. For some of its western admirers, the regime's violence had a
compelling charm in its own right.
It was not long before the Little Red Book and anyone connected with it fell out of favour with the
Chinese authorities.
Condemned as distorting Mao's ideas and exerting a “widespread and pernicious influence,” the book
was withdrawn from circulation in February 1979 and a hundred million copies pulped.

My selection of excerpts is not faithful to the article because I found it so deceptive. There's a reason
Chairman Mao is the central feature of every current-series Chinese banknote—not what I would call a
“good” reason, but certainly a central reason.
In the end, it is our choice—yours and mine. None of these “forces” can destroy us without our money and
our cooperation.
We can pull their plug, and we can turn their lives around, any time we choose.*
—
*Watch some videos:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
“Dollar to the Giant”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdeO0rVU7gM
*Get a free book:
E-mail: DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com for Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles &
Comments June 2008 [#1] to Date [#1038] notably resisting America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth
Transfer and Surrender

1039.
Real Fantasyland GDP Contracts in Fantasyland
May 29, 2014
“Gross Domestic Product: First Quarter 2014 (Second Estimate) — Corporate Profits: First Quarter
2014 (Preliminary Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2014/pdf/gdp1q14_2nd.pdf
•

The 1% decrease in real GDP in the first quarter primarily reflected negative contributions from
private inventory investment, exports, nonresidential fixed investment, state and local government
spending, and residential fixed investment that were partly offset by a positive contribution from
personal consumption expenditures. Imports, which are a subtraction in the calculation of GDP,
increased.

This is what they're willing to tell people who live in and around Washington and Wall Street and their
heavily televised dependencies.

1040.
A Lot of People Haven’t Wanted To Understand This
May 30, 2014
I think this clever piece from The Straits Times is propaganda worth pushing. It can help us to remind
China's citizens where they came from, and that their ancestors might judge the current communist regime a
temporary aberration of inferior men—inferior men indeed.
“Temporary” is, of course, relative—to a lot of things, including one's relatives.
“Can Confucianism save the world?”
www.straitstimes.com/news/opinion/more-opinion-stories/story/can-confucianism-save-the-world-20140523
•

I've been asked to give some advice for Singapore, China and the United States. Normally I don't
think it is appropriate for me to give “advice” to any country. But I feel obligated to do as requested.

And that's all I'm going to bullet point from Professor Chan's unusual article. I will, however, be delighted to
remind you that my compendium's epigraph is Confucian:
“When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be ashamed of
yourself. When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.”
In my experience, a lot of people haven't wanted to understand this. Otherwise, they understand it just fine.

1041.
Tending Our Garden—Seven Little Bites
May 31, 2014
We should (relearn to) mind our own business.
“Brain Structure and Functional Connectivity Associated with Pornography Consumption”
http://archpsyc.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1874574
•

We found a significant negative association between reported pornography hours per week and gray
matter volume. . . . Functional connectivity of the right caudate to the left dorsolateral prefrontal
cortex was negatively associated with hours of pornography consumption.

“Global, regional, and national prevalence of overweight and obesity in children and adults during
1980 - 2013: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2013”
www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2814%2960460-8/fulltext
•

Not only is obesity increasing, but no national success stories have been reported in the past 33 years.

“Closer Look: Why the Elderly Are Killing Themselves over Burial Reform”
[Caixin link—May 29, 2014]
•

All residents of Anging who die after June 1 must be cremated, the government said in April.

“274 quotes from Xi Jinping: Propaganda machine publishes book ‘to bolster his image’”
[SCMP link—May 30, 2014]
•

Much of it deals with how the world's second-largest economy has further opened up since the 18th
Party Congress, when he was elected the nation's top leader.

“Xi urges socialist values for children”
[Xinhua link—May 31, 2014]
•

“All sectors of society should work together to nurture the seeds of socialist values in their heart so
that the values can take root and germinate,” he said at the meeting.

“Brunei: When Sharia serves the sultan and US media”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/05/brunei-sharia-law-at-what-cost-2014528134130788926.html

•

It is interesting to note that the release of the latest economic performance figures for his country
coincided with Sultan Bolkiah's original announcement of bringing in Sharia.

“Second Estimate of GDP for the First Quarter of 2014”
www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/05/29/second-estimate-gdp-first-quarter-2014
•

A range of more up-to-date data . . . provide a more accurate and timely picture of where the
economy is today and show that it continues to recover from the worst recession since the Great
Depression. The President will do everything he can. . . .

The third estimate is scheduled for (release on) June 25.

1042.
What You Say, What You Think
June 1, 2014
Does anyone care what you say or think as long as you keep buying their goods and services?
“Follow The (Chinese) Money: The Tiananmen Anniversary And A Scandalous Silence On U.S.
Campuses”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/06/01/follow-the-chinese-money-the-tienanmen-anniversaryand-a-strange-silence-on-u-s-campuses
•

•

In one of the most scandalous sell-outs in intellectual history, more and more universities now accept
funding from the Beijing Ministry of Education. All this is the more remarkable for the fact that it is
almost unheard of for universities anywhere in the world to accept money from foreign
governments.
It is time to name these universities.

When is the last time you said or thought you were a good friend, a good parent, or a good American citizen?
When is the last time you said or thought you were a hypocrite?

1043.
Slow, Cruel, Anonymous
June 2, 2014
Why would anybody give these people one dime's worth of business? If we buy everything from China, will
they get so rich they'll be just like us—that is, like us, before we surrendered our democracy and real wealth
to foreign goods? Will the Chinese eventually buy so many foreign products that they destroy their own
country's ability to produce jobs and provide a living for its citizens, present and future, like us?
The historically unprecedented U.S. trade deficit is murdering Americans and American children. This is not
a figure of speech. The murder might be deferred, but it's murder just the same; and if you contribute to the
trade deficit, you are guilty of extinguishing life—slowly, cruelly, and anonymously, perhaps—but it's
murder, just the same, just delayed.
“The Long Shadow of Chinese Blacklists on American Academe”
www.chronicle.com/blogs/worldwise/the-long-shadow-of-chinese-blacklists-on-american-academe/33359
•

American administrators uniformly vow loyalty to academic freedom but on the whole have very
poor understandings of the cultural and political contexts they are entering.

“U.S. Collects Duties On Foreign Imports At A Rate Of 1.18 Percent: Sales taxes in most states are five
times higher than duty taxes on goods produced by foreigners”
www.manufacturingnews.com/cgi-bin/backissues/backissues.cgi?flag=show_toc&id_issue=370&id_title=1
•
•
•

•

Total duties collected covered about one-third of the 2013 budget ($12.5 billion) for Customs and
Border Protection.
Duties funded 95 percent of the federal government until the income tax was made constitutional
with the ratification of the 16th Amendment in 1913.
The Tariff Act of 1828 raised the average duty on goods to 61.7 percent. Between 1871 and 1913,
the duty rate never fell below 38 percent. Theodore Roosevelt said: “Every class of our people is
benefited by the protective tariff.”
Now the overwhelming burden of federal taxes has fallen entirely on the shoulders of working
Americans and American companies and not foreign producers, who pay less than the states' sales
taxes on their products.

“How Much Should You Be Making?”
www.epi.org/blog/making
•

In honor of EPI's new initiative, Raising America's Pay, we updated our wage calculator, which
shows how much you would be making if wages had kept pace with productivity.

I think this last article, from the EPI, should make the PLA very happy and proud.

1044.
A Bad Result? How Will We Know?
June 3, 2014
Every day, I talk with people who don't know when they're repeating what they've learned from
propagandists.
This first article is a hoot. Remember that “Cato” means “Koch” and those boys were none too happy with
Hugo for a partner. Neither was John Kerry-Heinz.
“Measuring Misery around the World”
www.cato.org/publications/commentary/measuring-misery-around-world
•

When measured by the misery index, Venezuela holds the ignominious top spot.

This next one is sneaky:
“An astonishing record—of complete failure: In 2008, the consensus from forecasters was that not a
single economy would fall into recession in 2009”
www.ft.com/cms/s/2/14e323ee-e602-11e3-aeef-00144feabdc0.html
•

Why are forecasts so poor? The chief explanation is that the economy is complicated and we don't
understand it well enough to make forecasts. We don't even fully understand recent economic
history.

OK, enough of that.
Moving along:
“China Trades Up in Latin America: China is taking advantage of its growing trade surplus in Latin
America to rally support for its positions in the United Nations.”
www.fpif.org/china-trades-latin-america
•

The majority of Chinese exports to Latin America are in the manufacturing sector, with a heavy
emphasis on electronics and vehicles. Such industries, compared to raw materials, are much less
prone to price volatility, thus preserving much of the overall value of Chinese exports.

“Xinhua News Agency, UNESCO sign partnership agreement in Beijing”
[Xinhua link—June 2, 2014]

•

[Photo of Li Congjun and Irina Bokova]

“The Foreign Policy Consequences of Trade: China’s Commercial Relations with Africa and Latin
America, 1992 – 2006”
http://government.arts.cornell.edu/assets/faculty/docs/floresmacias/FloresMacias%20and%20Kreps_Foreign_Policy_Consequences_of_Trade.pdf
•

•

•
•

Prior to the economic crisis, China's economy was growing quickly relative to the United States, but
it was not on track to eclipse the United States until 2041. Since the crisis, differential growth rates
have been remarkable.
Though China has premised its economic development on the principle of noninterference in the
political affairs of the partner state and touts an approach that “does not mix business with politics”
(Hanson 2008), our findings suggest that in practice the two are inextricably linked.
Specifically, the higher the trade volume and the more salient a country's trade relationship with
China, the more likely a country's foreign policy will converge with that of China.
Thus, even in the absence of a purposeful plan, foreign policy consequences follow from trade.

“How the Israel Lobby Works: Pressuring Candidates Even Before They Are Nominated”
www.unz.com/article/how-the-israel-lobby-works
•

If unconditional loyalty to a foreign country is a sine qua non for election to Congress perhaps there
should be some discussion of what that is likely to mean and the promoters of such policies should be
held accountable when they produce a bad result. . . .

Accountable? A bad result?
How will we know when they produce a bad result?

1045.
April Imports: $8 Billion Per Day
June 4, 2014
“April imports of goods and services ($240.6 billion) and imports of goods ($200.9 billion) were the highest
on record.” — U.S. Census Bureau on June 4, 2014
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—April 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $47.2 billion in April from
$44.2 billion in March (revised), as exports decreased and imports increased.
(The worst seasonally adjusted performance since April 2012.)

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our goods deficit increased from $51.4 billion in March to $66.8 billion in April.
(Last year, the figures were $45.1 billion for March and $61.1 billion for April.)
Our goods deficit with China increased from $20.4 billion in March to $27.3 billion in April.
(Last year, the figures were $17.8 billion for March and $24.2 billion for April.)
April imports of goods—202.9 billion on a BOP basis, $200.7 billion on a Census basis—were not
the highest on record.
(Last year, the figures were $207.4 billion on a BOP basis and $205.1 billion on a Census basis for
October.)

If people stop buying from you, and buy from your competitors instead, you will go out of business.
It's that simple—and why would anyone tell you anything different?

1046.
Tiananmen, Today
June 4, 2014
“The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that tore the social fabric of the
USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square in 1989, and history has vindicated
our leadership by the economic and political stability that has followed.” — Mo Xiusong*
“25 years on, society firmer about its path”
[Global Times link—June 4, 2014]
•

•
•

The younger generation has avoided being misled by forces antagonistic to China's current political
system. Chinese society has never forgotten the incident 25 years ago but not talking about it
indicates the attitude of society.
The majority of people are confident in China's progress and willing to change the country through
comprehensive reform. They are uninterested in revolutionary calls from abroad.
We will not follow the steps of the West. Even those who are captivated by Western ideology are
alert to the possibility of the country sinking into turbulence.

“Tiananmen Square, 25 years later: Compared to Tiananmen protesters, China’s young today are
more concerned with economic growth than political reforms.”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/06/tiananmen-square-25-years-later-20146372348433611.html
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The People's Liberation Army was now firing live rounds at people. No-one knows for sure how
many people were killed, or whether the victims included the “Tank Man,” who briefly held up a line
of tanks in Tiananmen Square by standing in front of them.
The image of that lone extraordinary display of defiance was broadcast around the world.
I recall vividly the site of two flattened bodies, with the tanks' treadmill marks clearly visible.
Twenty-five years later, I am back in the Chinese capital wondering what those born in 1989 think
about what happened then.
Wang Qian, who was born a month after the bloodshed . . . is aware of the events that took place 25
years ago, but is not curious to find out more, saying there is no relevance to her generation.
“I know very little about this part of history,” she said. “One reason is I am not very interested in
politics. The second reason is this event was not mentioned in the history books I read.”
Zheng Xiaotao was born three months before the 1989 protests. Today, she manages a shop
specialising in skateboard clothing and accessories. She, too, is aware of what happened on June 4,
1989, but like Wang, she said it is no longer relevant.
“It's the past, and the past is very far away from us. Our life is good now, so that I don't care about it
at all. Twenty-five years ago, what the young people cared about was having enough food and
keeping warm, whereas today we want to become stylish and show off our personalities.”

*See my compendium—#80, #167, #519, #753, #761, and #1010—for more from this Vice Chairman of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, including:

“The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their mind.”
Unless, of course, you think the Communist Party of China and the workers of China are no longer
relevant—which, I suppose, is one way to show off your personality.

1047.
No, that’s not me (Good Grief!) that’s (Yet Again!) another
Bob Hall
June 5, 2014
The GDP report was awful. The trade report was awful. I guess I can't wait for the jobs report.
If we can undo the Enlightenment and the American Revolution—as long as we're at it— why not undo the
Industrial Revolution as well?
Please—please—do not misinterpret my sarcasm. There is actually a downside to deindustrialization.
(By the way, the “Bob Hall” who just announced his bid for the Texas State Senate is a different “Bob
Hall”—that's not me.)
The obvious downside to deindustrialization, of course, should be death.
Which brings me back to Monday's “Slow, Cruel, Anonymous”:
•

Why would anybody give these people one dime's worth of business? If we buy everything from
China, will they get so rich they'll be just like us—that is, like us, before we surrendered our
democracy and real wealth to foreign goods? Will the Chinese eventually buy so many foreign
products that they destroy their own country's ability to produce jobs and provide a living for its
citizens, present and future, like us?

My parents' Bob Hall, your present correspondent, says things like this.
And this:
•

The historically unprecedented U.S. trade deficit is murdering Americans and American
children. This is not a figure of speech. The murder might be deferred, but it's murder just the
same; and if you contribute to the trade deficit, you are guilty of extinguishing life—slowly,
cruelly, and anonymously, perhaps—but it's murder, just the same, just delayed.

Many thanks—and I am not being sarcastic—to the many readers who had the courage to feel guilty, who
had the courage to finally recognize that their purchases of foreign goods contribute to the trade deficit and
therefore to murder.
Too, these courageous readers have friends, to whose families they can now be better friends.
And better examples.

1048.
Want a Job Now: up +943,000
June 6, 2014
“The Employment Situation—May 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
The Headline:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 217,000 in May, and the unemployment rate was
unchanged at 6.3 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.”

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm: up +920,000
Goods-producing: up +247,000
Private service-providing: up +712,000
Government: down -39,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•

Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +943,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted;
•
•
•
•

Employed, Less than a high school diploma, 25 years and over: up +175,000
Employed, High school graduates, no college, 25 years and over: up +201,000
Employed, Some college or associate degree, 25 years and over: down -128,000
Employed, Bachelor's degree and higher, 25 years and over: up +76,000

Selected Industries, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Manufacturing: up +58,000
Fabricated metal products: up +7,400
Electronic instruments: up +2,300
Furniture and related products: up +4,200
Chemicals: up +4,500
Furniture and home furnishings stores: up +100
Electronics and appliance stores: down -8,100
Department stores: down -100
Nonstore retailers: up +100
Water transportation: up +1,500
Truck transportation: up +19,100

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Couriers and messengers: up +13,800
Commercial banking: down -4,100
Accounting and bookkeeping services: down -138,800
Administrative and waste services: up +175,200
Education and health services: down -35,000
Leisure and hospitality: up +383,000
Personal and laundry services: up +13,200
Membership associations and organizations: up +14,800
Local government, excluding education: up +101,500

“Drugs and prostitution add £10bn to UK economy”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/65704ba0-e730-11e3-88be-00144feabdc0.html
•

•

The move is one of the changes planned for September that will add up to 5 per cent to the UK's
gross domestic product. September's revisions will change the official size and shape of the economy
and rewrite recent economic history.
The UK is not alone in updating how it measures its economy to meet international standards. Last
week, Italy's statistical office said it would start to include, among other activities, the sale of cocaine
and prostitution. And last year the US expanded its definition of investment, which added 3.6 per
cent to the size of 2012 GDP.

£10bn is $16.8 billion.

1049.
The Most Important Event Of The Century?
June 8, 2014
Just because a few sponsors and politicians can shake hands and divvy up the spoils does not mean that the
people they've damaged can shake hands and forget.
It's no mistake that America's adversaries have emerged from “America's Century” with the strongest real
economies, the largest account surpluses, and the weakest currencies—while America's allies have seen the
opposite.
Anyone who says we're not at war with China is either a rogue or a fool. Anyone who says we're not still at
war with Germany and Japan is only slightly less worrisome.
A question:
If you were to take (steal or accept) U.S. dollars (or any world-class currency) for any reason, would you
want that currency to be “weak” or “strong”?
Just a question.
Now links of interest:
“Country Comparison: Current Account Balance”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
•
•
•
•

#1 of 193: Germany (+$257.1 billions)
Among the Top 10: Japan, China, Russia, Saudi Arabia
Among the Bottom 10: Canada, United Kingdom, France, Australia
#193 of 193: United States (-$360.7 billions)

“10th Yalta Annual Meeting, 2013”
www.yes-ukraine.org/en/Yalta-annual-meeting/10th-yalta-annual-meeting
•
•
•

. . . September, 2013. More than 250 leaders from politics, business, society and media representing
20 countries discussed global challenges and their impact on Ukraine, Wider Europe and the world.
Partners: www.yes-ukraine.org/en/Yalta-annual-meeting/10th-yalta-annual-meeting/partneri
Participants: www.yes-ukraine.org/en/Yalta-annual-meeting/10th-yalta-annual-meeting/spisokuchasnikiv

“The Meaning of Tiananmen Square”

www.counterpunch.org/2014/06/06/the-meaning-of-tiananmen-square
•

“Transfixed by a million people in Tiananmen Square, the press seems unfazed by the fact that
though some of the students plainly want capitalist democracy, others sing ‘The Internationale.’
Workers carry pictures of Mao. But then, these journalists don't seem to notice very much. How
come, if Deng Xiaoping has been the most hated man in China, we had to wait for a million people to
tell us the news?” — Alexander Cockburn in June 1989

Today, when you compare the weakness of the real U.S. and most Western economies with the strength of
the Chinese Communist Party, its People's Republic and Liberation Army, it's easy to see the Tiananmen
Massacre as quite possibly the most important event of the “American” twentieth century.

1050.
Do Not Want a Job Now: down -1,755,000
June 8, 2014
More from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics:
“Not in the labor force - Do not want a job now” — May 2014
www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpseea38.pdf
•

84,751,000—down -1,755,000 from April 2014—not seasonally adjusted

“Not in the labor force - Want a job - Did not search for work in previous year” — May 2014
www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpseea38.pdf
•

3,948,000—up +811,000 from April 2014—not seasonally adjusted

More from the PRC/CCP/PLA:
“U.S. dollar recovers on positive U.S jobs data”
[Xinhua link—June 7, 2014]
•

“The closely-watched jobs report came out above market expectations, providing further evidence
that the U.S. labor market remains on its recovering path and supported the greenback.”

“Wall Street sets record on upbeat nonfarm report”
[Xinhua link—June 7, 2014]
•

“The closely-watched jobs report came out above market expectations, providing further evidence
that the U.S. labor market remains on its recovering path, which ignited investors' risky appetite for
stocks.”

The ShadowStats SGS unemployment rate for May 2014, which includes America's long-term unemployed
and discouraged, is a positive and upbeat 23.2%.

1051.
I Hope This Helps
June 9, 2014
I'll start with two from the “U.S.” Department of Commerce that today might seem boring, really boring, but
someday might be interesting—really interesting—but too late.
“Revisions to Goods and Services and Comprehensive Restructuring of the International Economic
Accounts” — June 4, 2014
www.bea.gov/international/revision-2014.htm
•

•
•

Beginning with statistics for 1999, net exports of goods under merchanting, which were previously
included in exports of services under other private services, have been reclassified to exports of
goods on a balance of payments (BOP) basis. These net exports reflect the net value of goods that
are purchased and subsequently sold abroad without entering the United States. Because the goods
do not cross the U.S. customs frontier, their value is not recorded in the data for goods on a Census
basis.
Exports and imports of goods on a Census basis for 2011-2013 were revised to apply corrections and
adjustments to previously published not seasonally adjusted statistics.
In addition to revised statistics on goods on a Census basis and to the new BOP adjustment for net
exports of goods under merchanting described above, exports and imports of goods on a BOP basis
were revised to incorporate newly available and revised source data on other BOP adjustments
beginning with 2009.

“Modernizing BEA’s International Economic Accounts” — May 30, 2014
www.bea.gov/international/modern.htm
•

BEA will introduce a new presentation of the International Transactions Accounts on June 18, 2014
and a new presentation of the International Investment Position on June 30, 2014. These new
presentations reflect a comprehensive restructuring of the international accounts that will enhance the
quality and usefulness of the accounts for customers and bring the accounts into closer alignment
with international guidelines, especially from the International Monetary Fund.

And now the immediately exciting:
“Why do China's biggest internet firms go public in the US?”
www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20140603000092&cid=1203
•

In the VIE structure, if the company goes bankrupt foreign investors can't access the company's assets
in China.

“Leaving the USS Liberty Crew Behind”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/06/08/leaving-the-uss-liberty-crew-behind
•

On June 8, 1967, Israeli leaders learned they could deliberately attack a U.S. Navy ship and try to
send it, together with its entire crew, to the bottom of the Mediterranean—with impunity.

“92% of Top Tech Companies Created in the U.S. Were Founded by Native-Born Americans”
www.cis.org/miano/92-top-tech-companies-created-us-were-founded-native-born-americans
•

But didn't the press report that 36 percent of the top technology companies were founded by
immigrants?

“That Story About Irish Babies In A Septic Tank: Here's Why It’s A Hoax”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/06/09/that-story-about-irish-babies-in-a-septic-tank-is-amedia-hoax
•

Very often readers do not have the experience and worldly wisdom to see through the nonsense,
particularly in interpreting reported developments in nations whose cultures diverge sharply from
those of the West. I am thinking particularly about East Asia. . . .

I'll close, as did the “Liberty” story, with some worldly wisdom from The Gulag Archipelago:
•

“In keeping silent about evil, in burying it so deep within us that no sign of it appears on the surface,
we are implanting it, and it will rise up a thousand fold in the future. When we neither punish nor
reproach evildoers, we are not simply protecting their trivial old age, we are thereby ripping the
foundations of justice from beneath new generations.” — Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

I wonder if Solzhenitsyn would be OK with loudly punishing and reproaching evildoers but continuing to
support them—by purchasing their goods and services, for example.
Makes me wonder if maybe we don't need a comprehensive restructuring and redefinition of “evildoer.”
Or maybe “evil” is the same as it's always been—like truth, or economics.
Just wondering. I hope this helps.

1052.
And We Spend Our Money This Way Why?
June 10, 2014
I think we should educate our children. So they don't abandon and deprive their children. Like we did.
“Presidential Memorandum — Federal Student Loan Repayments”
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/06/09/presidential-memorandum-federal-student-loanrepayments
•

•

Within 1 year after the date of this memorandum, the Secretary of Education shall propose
regulations that will allow additional students who borrowed Federal Direct Loans to cap their
Federal student loan payments at 10 percent of their income. The Secretary shall seek to target this
option to those borrowers who would otherwise struggle to repay their loans.
By September 30, 2014, the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of Education shall invite
private-sector entities to enter into partnerships to better educate borrowers about income-based
repayment plans during the tax filing season in 2015.

“Xinhua Insight: China reiterates principle, clears confusion in Hong Kong policy paper”
[Xinhua link—June 10, 2014]
•

•

•

•

•
•

The white paper said while comprehensive progress has been made on all fronts in the HKSAR
[Hong Kong Special Administrative Region], the practice of “one country, two systems” has come to
face new circumstances and new problems.
“Some are even confused or lopsided in their understanding of ‘one country, two systems’ and the
Basic Law. Many wrong views that are currently rife in Hong Kong concerning its economy, society
and development of its political structure are attributable to this,” the white paper said.
The white paper called for fully and accurately understanding the meaning of “one country, two
systems” policy, saying that “the high degree of autonomy of HKSAR is not an inherent power, but
one that comes solely from authorization by the central leadership. The high degree of autonomy of
the HKSAR is not full autonomy, nor a decentralized power.”
The white paper said it is necessary to stay alert to the attempt of outside forces to use Hong Kong to
interfere in China's domestic affairs, and prevent and repel the attempt made by a very small number
of people who act in collusion with outside forces to interfere with the implementation of “one
country, two systems” policy in Hong Kong.
The paper stressed that the chief executive to be elected by universal suffrage must be a person who
loves the country and Hong Kong.
Patriotism is a basic ethic for a politician in any place of the world, including Hong Kong which is
part of China, Qiang [Shigong, director of the Center for Hong Kong and Macao Studies, Peking
University] said. “The reason why the white paper reiterates and interprets the principle of ‘one
country, two systems’ is to avoid such misunderstanding.”

•

Experts here expect the white paper to clear confusion and disagreement surrounding the political
reform in Hong Kong.

I think we should educate our children. So they don't abandon and deprive the United States. Like we did.

1053.
Don’t Follow the Money, Follow the Human Emotion
June 11, 2014
Think about all the times you've seen people as angry, or heard people described as angry, when really they
were just afraid.
Greed is no different. Greed is an expression of fear. Inequality is an expression of fear. Complaining about
either one, or both, is an expression of fear.
Fear is a symptom of deindustrialization.
Deindustrialization leads to such widespread insecurity—and fear—that it leads to more deindustrialization
and fear.
Fear is the fundamental human emotion—perhaps our only true emotion.
(Love, after all, is a way that we learn, but I digress. . . .)
Follow the emotion. It leads to, and away from, our fundamental fear.
There's a reason Americans don't discuss it anymore, and the results of our denial are everywhere to be seen.
“Death Takes No Holiday”
www.commentarymagazine.com/article/death-takes-no-holiday
•

By Joseph Epstein

The shortest distance between two points, today, is a surprisingly entertaining line.

1054.
Don’t Be Afraid . . . To Teach Them Everything They Need
To Know
June 12, 2014
Don't be afraid. Be the solution. Not the problem.
“Economic suicides in the Great Recession in Europe and North America”
http://bjp.rcpsych.org/content/early/2014/05/23/bjp.bp.114.144766.abstract
•

We estimate that the Great Recession is associated with at least 10,000 additional economic suicides
between 2008 and 2010. A critical question for policy and psychiatric practice is whether these
suicide rises are inevitable. Marked cross-national variations in suicides in the recession offer one
clue that they are potentially avoidable. Job loss, debt and foreclosure increase risks of suicidal
thinking.

“Is China Creating a Society of Know-nothings on its Doorstep?”
www.hongkongreporting.com/2014/06/13/is-china-creating-a-society-of-know-nothings-on-its-doorstep
•

While China says it wants to see Macau rebalance its economy, Beijing's reluctance to impose policy
prescriptions or offer inducements to help it diversify is not surprising. That's because Macau may be
right where Beijing wants it and China's other peripheral regions to be—societies increasingly
dependent on the mainland for their prosperity and therefore less willing to make annoying demands
for such things as democracy and greater autonomy.

“Revealed: Asian slave labour producing prawns for supermarkets in US, UK”
www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/10/supermarket-prawns-thailand-produced-slavelabour
•

A six-month investigation has established that large numbers of men bought and sold like animals
and held against their will on fishing boats off Thailand are integral to the production of prawns
(commonly called shrimp in the US) sold in leading supermarkets around the world, including the top
four global retailers.

Maybe paying honest prices to support domestic industry—or simply doing without—are unreasonable
choices for the consumer who is already doing everything she can to provide for her children and to teach
them everything they need to know.

1055.
Side-By-Side Realities
June 13, 2014
In alphabetical order, by author's last name, first Pat Buchanan, then Thom Hartmann, The American
Conservative, then AlterNet.
“Pitchfork Populism is Coming for Hillary and Jeb”
www.theamericanconservative.com/pitchfork-populism-is-coming-for-hillary-and-jeb
•
•
•

•
•
•

Talk radio, led by Laura Ingraham and Mark Levin, pounded Cantor on the issue of illegal
immigration, the emotive power of which our Beltway elites will never understand.
Then there is populism. Cantor spent $5 million, an astonishing sum in a congressional primary, 50
times what Brat spent. Yet he only reinforced his image as a poodle of Wall Street and K Street.
Of the bank bailout that Cantor supported, Brat was brutally effective. “All the investment banks up
in New York and DC . . . those guys should have gone to jail. But instead of going to jail . . . they
went into Eric's Rolodex . . . and they're sending him big checks.”
Anti-establishment, outsider, defender of national borders—these were the cards Brat was holding,
even if he had little money or organized support.
Yet were these not the same issues and stances of the candidates and parties that jolted Europe in
May by running first in the EU elections?
In the endless struggle between populism and the establishment and between nationalists and
internationalists, populists and nationalists appear, at least temporarily, to be in the ascendancy
worldwide.

“The Ayn-Rand Loving Billionaires and Vast Right-Wing Machine Behind David Brat”
www.alternet.org/tea-party-and-right/eric-cantors-upset-dark-portent-future-billionaires-dark-moneyelections
•
•

•
•
•

•

Dave Brat's victory wasn't just a fluke, and he isn't just some Tea Partying economics college
professor from Virginia.
Much like the BB&T [Branch Banking & Trust] Charitable Foundation, Koch-allied groups like The
Cato Institute have spent millions of dollars, putting college professors in economics departments
across the country.
Pundits have also been saying that Cantor lost to Brat because of his stances on immigration, and
because he ran a poor campaign. Again, that couldn't be further from the truth.
So, why were Ingraham and Levin pounding Cantor so hard?
The Koch brothers gave over $700,000 to Mark Levin, the same man who promoted Dave Brat, the
Koch brothers-funded college professor, for months. And while specific numbers aren't known about
Ingraham, she's also subsidized by the Koch brothers.
What happened last night in Virginia was in the works for years, and it has dark money written all
over it.

Have you had enough? Are you ready for something, um, American? How many Americans does it take to
be American?
—
[“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1056.
Divide and Deindustrialize, Deindustrialize and Divide
June 15, 2014
Liam is in his late 60s, bored, loves The New York Times—really a schoolboy crush on Maureen Dowd. I,
deeply, distrust The New York Times, so today when Liam spotted me in a coffee shop and rolled up his
newspaper, too tightly, I warned him that if we talked, I wouldn't end up agreeing with him or otherwise
stooping to his way of looking at the world. Turns out it was a good way to begin the conversation. We
skipped the usual nonsense and got down to geese and golden eggs—how, no matter what ideas and
information “they” claim to represent, “we” somehow always manage to lose our factories in response.
(“They” can be just about anyone—certainly for the purpose of this conversation—and “we” are still the
majority of good guys.) Liam and I agreed, with little hesitation, that America's problems boil down to
social division and deindustrialization. The challenge, then, for us good guys, is to reverse these trends. (We
also agreed, with zero hesitation, it's worth mentioning, that almost nobody in the universe wants to see a
low U.S. dollar, no matter how much sense this would make.) It would be very good if the bad guys were
still American, of course, rather than multinational, and if the majority of good guys could please, please just
stop making things worse. We calculated that $24, for example, per day, multiplied by 365 days, multiplied
by 300 million Americans, is a huge amount of money, even by today's standards, whereupon Liam
commented that my American-made polo shirt was beautifully made, of unusually high-quality cotton, and
he knows that he would feel better about himself if he wore American-made garments, too, and we all need
to be doing what we can, instead of hiding behind what we can't. By the end of our conversation, Liam was
feeling a little better about America, a little worse about The New York Times, and had completely forgotten
about Maureen.

1057.
These People Cannot Be Trusted With Freedom
June 16, 2014
I'm happy to report that yesterday's “Divide and Deindustrialize, Deindustrialize and Divide” angered people
for all the right reasons. Let's see if I can make this 2 for 2.
Freedom is a responsibility.
If you cannot be trusted with responsibility, you cannot be trusted with freedom.
The Founding Fathers—The Founding Managers—understood the requirements of freedom, which is why
the Colonists fought for commercial independence from England, which is why the U.S. is a commercial
entity, which is why the U.S. Government has the U.S. Constitutional right to protect American business and
discriminate against foreign business.
Some people complain about our country but they will not support its commerce—that is, it, its business, our
country. Some have even told me it's the government's responsibility to make laws that require us to support
our own country, instead of foreign countries, and because the government has not done this, our citizens
cannot be blamed.
Left to their own free will and worker/consumer ethics, these people are everyday making the wrong
decisions—destructive choices—because there is no law to stop them. By their own admission, when there
is no law to stop them, they will act as traitors, they will betray their own people, and they will complain
about the results.
These people cannot be trusted with freedom.
Maybe this is why their efforts support authoritarianism.
These people cannot be trusted.
Ignore them. Depose them.
There is no such thing as rights without responsibilities—and there is no such thing as being right without
being responsible.

1058.
Still Unique, Tragically Unique
June 17, 2014
Yesterday's “These People Cannot Be Trusted With Freedom” ended with this sentence:
“There is no such thing as rights without responsibilities—and there is no such thing as being right
without being responsible.”
According to the Internet, nobody's ever said this before. Even the phrase “being right without being
responsible” is a new one.
OMG
“German Labor Costs”
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/06/17/german-labor-costs
•

[Further proof that Krugman and his sponsors are “compromised”—if ever they were other.]

“PLA eases standards for recruitment”
[China Daily link—June 17, 2014]
•
•

The Chinese military has relaxed its physical standards for new recruits in an effort to attract more
young people with higher education backgrounds.
The PLA has also for the first time removed mental illnesses from a list that would bar candidates
from military service, including schizophrenia, dissociative disorder, depression and bipolar disorder.

“Xi stresses CPC’s absolute leadership of air force”
[Xinhua link—June 17, 2014]
•

The air force should consolidate the Party's absolute leadership in strengthening officers' and soldiers'
ideological beliefs, enhancing fighting spirit and combat effectiveness, and working styles.

“Dollar to the Giant”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdeO0rVU7gM
•

[Six years old. More accurate than ever.]

Still unique. Tragically unique.

—
[Lyrics]

1059.
Notes from Deindustrialization
June 18, 2014
Notes from Deindustrialization:
“Political Polarization in the American Public”
www.people-press.org/2014/06/12/political-polarization-in-the-american-public
•

[DttG note: This “right-leaning” Pew study is being honked by a gaggle of nervous professors at the
table next to me. They are all wearing foreign clothes and they all drove here in foreign cars.]

“Billionaire Chen Guangbiao invites 1,000 poor Americans to dinner in Central Park: Controversial
entrepreneur sets out to change Americans’ perceptions of wealthy Chinese”
[SCMP link—June 18, 2014]
•

He would also hand out red packets of US$300 to each participant after the charity lunch in New
York on June 25. Chen said he would return to the US this week to discuss a new deal to buy The
New York Times’ opinion section. “It would be a bilingual page, in Chinese and English, and the
content would be my call. It would be about environmental protection and charity,” he said.

“Chinese FDI in US rides in fast track”
[China Daily link—June 18, 2014]
•

China's foreign direct investment (FDI) in the United States jumped 144 percent in the first five
months of this year to $2.03 billion, according to the Ministry of Commerce. The strong growth
came amid a 10.2 percent decline of China's overall FDI in 146 countries and regions in the world in
the five months. Healthcare, real estate and information technology are the sectors that attracted the
most investment.

“Chinese premier proposes expanding China-Britain trade to 100 billion dollars in 2015”
[Xinhua link—June 18, 2014]
•

[DttG note: China's current account surplus is the world's second largest; Britain's current account
deficit is also the world's second largest.]

“The paradox of China’s push to build a global currency”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/e0146650-f542-11e3-91a8-00144feabdc0,Authorised=false.html

•

[Here's your DttG paradox: Building a global currency by targeting the global currency. Would
China, Germany, and Japan be any wealthier if their currencies had US$ reserve status? Will China,
Germany, and Japan ever be so stupid as to leave their currencies so openly vulnerable to the likes of
China, Germany, and Japan?]

“China starts direct yuan-sterling trade”
[Xinhua link—June 18, 2014]
•

[DttG note: Please don't fall for any of this. China's currency will continue to “internationalize” all
by itself as long as the world continues to buy China's manufactured goods. No formalities or
paperwork will be required. In the meantime, another seeming paradox: China—and other two-faced
friends of the US$—will continue to support the US$ by threatening the US$.]

Now what was that about your right to buy foreign goods and betray whatever you can?

1060.
U.S. Current-Account Deficit Increases, U.S. Dollar
Appreciates
June 18, 2014
“U.S. International Transactions: First Quarter 2014 and Annual Revisions”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/transactions/2014/pdf/trans114.pdf — Full Release
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/transactions/2014/pdf/trans114_fax.pdf — Highlights
•

•

The U.S. current-account deficit—a net measure of transactions between the United States and rest of
the world in goods, services, primary income (investment income and compensation), and secondary
income (current transfers)—increased to $111.2 billion (preliminary) in the first quarter of 2014 from
$87.3 billion (revised) in the fourth quarter of 2013. The deficit increased to 2.6 percent of currentdollar gross domestic product (GDP) from 2.0 percent in the fourth quarter. The increase in the
current-account deficit largely reflected an increase in the deficit on goods and a decrease in the
surplus on primary income. In addition, the deficit on secondary income increased and the surplus on
services decreased.
In the first quarter, the U.S. dollar appreciated 1.5 percent on a trade-weighted quarterly average basis
against a group of 7 major currencies, after depreciating 1.0 percent in the fourth quarter.

With this release, the statistics of the U.S. International Transactions Accounts (ITAs) are revised to reflect
newly available and revised source data, changes in estimation methods, and changes in definitions and
classifications. The first quarter of 1999 is the earliest period that is revised.

1061.
Trouble With Democracy
June 19, 2014
“Man is condemned to be free; because once thrown into the world, he is responsible for everything he
does.”
“The trouble is, in a democracy, the whores are us.”
— J.P. Sartre and P.J. O'Rourke
“China bans unauthorised critical coverage by journalists”
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/06/18/uk-china-media-idUKKBN0ET14H20140618
•

•

The State Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television published the rule in a
circular announcing a crackdown on false news and journalists who take bribes or extort money from
their sources.
News agencies must regularly solicit opinions from “the masses”, as well as propaganda authorities
and other media regulators, including itself, it said.

“Hillary’s Haughty Hyperbole!”
http://blog.nader.org/2014/06/18/hillarys-haughty-hyperbole
•

Perfecto! With this interview Hillary has used her literary interests to pander to homemakers, ethnic
groups, poets, lovers of fiction, adversaries, hard-line Republican leaders in Congress, religious
groups and the swooning credulous. Why is Hillary Clinton unable to resist straining our credulity?

“Social stability officer murdered in SW China”
[Xinhua link—June 19, 2014]
•

China has stability maintenance offices in each administrative level from counties to central
government to handle disputes and complaints, monitor social conflicts and settle problems in order
to secure social stability.

“Industrial jobs needed for Xinjiang to promote long-term stability”
[Global Times link—June 19, 2014]
•

Increasing employment within [the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region] is a vital part of
government in the region.

“Their War, Not Ours”
www.buchanan.org/blog/war-6461
•

Vladimir Putin lately raised a valid question: Why, in Syria, are the Americans on the same side as
the people who took down the twin towers? Indeed, why are we? And who is fighting al-Qaida and
ISIS in Syria, battling those McCain calls an “existential threat” to American security? Bashar
Assad. Hezbollah. Iran. Russia.

“Public Faith in Congress Falls Again, Hits Historic Low”
www.gallup.com/poll/171710/public-faith-congress-falls-again-hits-historic-low.aspx

“Never let the people with all the guns and the people with all the money be the same people.”
“When the rich wage war, it's the poor who die.”
— P.J. O'Rourke and J.P. Sartre

1062.
Go Chinese?
June 20, 2014
Presented on May 12:
“National Defense: Who is in Control?”
www.thoriumenergyalliance.com/downloads/TEAC6/USWeaponsChinese.pdf
•
•
•
•

The reality on the ground is that every one of [the following U.S. weapons systems] is 100%
dependent upon China for raw materials, metals, magnets or components.
China could not possibly take the U.S. seriously when they know that we don't have any procurement
capabilities over the majority of our weapons systems.
Until the U.S. develops an independent RE value chain the outcome of any future conflict can be
altered by China.
Just one non-rare earth mine in the U.S. dumps over 100% of U.S. annual consumption demand every
single year.

“America As A Lousy Exporter”
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/06/20/america-as-a-lousy-exporter
•

[Krugman piles it higher and deeper. Oh, what a tangled web we weave.]

“Chinese carrier Cosco is transforming Piraeus—and has eyes on Thessaloniki”
www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/19/china-piraeus-greece-cosco-thessaloniki-railways
•
•

Nearly five years into its worst economic crisis in living memory, Greece is thirsty for investment
seeing it as the easiest way to offset an unemployment rate. . . .
Cosco's presence has fast turned Greece into a portal through which Chinese products are daily
passed into the European Union—a strategic plan that Beijing intends to take further with the
expansion of processing rights enabling it to ship goods under the EU label.

“Chinese Investment in the Port of Piraeus, Greece: The Relevance for the EU and the Netherlands”
www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/2014%20-%20Chinese%20investment%20in%20Piraeus%20%20Clingendael%20Report.pdf
•

The fact that Cosco Pacific is listed on the Hong Kong stock exchange but also ultimately controlled
by the Chinese Communist Party indicates that the company is relatively transparent and well
governed, while it can also benefit—via its parent Cosco Group—from preferential financial (and
potentially also diplomatic) support by the Chinese government. These features make Cosco an

•

•

attractive partner for the Greek government and for Cosco's business partners at Piraeus. In this
sense, the fact that Cosco Group is a state-owned enterprise contributes to its market position.
To what degree Chinese geostrategic and other political considerations play a role cannot be
determined on the basis of publicly available information. However, given the dominant influence of
both the CCP and the Chinese state, it cannot be ruled out that political motivations play some role in
the company's current strategy and future activities. It remains unlikely, however, that the Chinese
state or the CCP will interfere directly with Cosco's operations in Greece.
Clingendael is an independent foreign policy think-tank that is based in The Hague, the Netherlands.
This study is part of a broader research programme subsidized by the Netherlands Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Greek restaurants where the Dutch go Chinese?

1063.
My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith
June 21, 2014
If you call yourself a Christian:
You need to know what the PRC/CCP/PLA—of a 3,000-year-old country—thinks of your Christianity and
has planned for your Christianity.
If you call yourself a Christian:
Every penny you spend on Chinese goods and services supports the People's Republic of China, Chinese
Communist Party, and People's Liberation Army.
If you call yourself a Christian:
You can be one, too, if you don't mind the shopping inconvenience.
“More Zhejiang churches to be torn down in demolition campaign”
[SCMP link—June 20, 2014]
•

Some 360 churches or crosses have been torn down since January in the “Three Rectifications and
One Demolition” campaign, which according to the government was targeting all illegal buildings,
not just churches.

“Massive Zhejiang Church Demolished”
www.thediplomat.com/2014/05/massive-zhejiang-church-demolished
•

•

A few days after an expert predicted China will have the world's largest Christian population by
2030, local officials in Zhejiang province's Yongjia County ordered the demolition of the enormous
Sanjiang Church.
The local government also plans to punish five officials for not acting sooner to prevent construction
of the building.

“China says religions are a threat to national security”
www.ucanews.com/news/china-says-religions-are-a-threat-to-national-security/70883
•
•

The report, or “blue book” . . . states that the “infiltration of religion has constituted a threat to
Chinese identification with socialist belief.”
“Western hostile forces are infiltrating China's religions in a more diverse way and in a wider range;
deploying more subtle means either openly or secretly; and are strongly seditious and deceptive in

•

nature,” the report states. “Foreign religious infiltration powers have penetrated all areas of the
Chinese society.”
“We can say the Party is now preventing all aspects so that it does not affect its rule. Against this
backdrop, it is not difficult to understand the wave of demolition of Christian worshipping grounds in
Zhejiang recently,” Ying [Fuk-tsang, director of the Centre for the Study of Religion and Chinese
Society at the Chinese University of Hong Kong] said.

“China’s Not So Secret War on Religion”
www.thediplomat.com/2014/06/chinas-not-so-secret-war-on-religion
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aside from the 50 crosses torn down and destroyed in Zhejiang on May 18, a further 60 churches
have been forced to remove crosses or have been destroyed in Zhejiang province.
No mention of the campaign appeared in Chinese media.
The heightened crackdown on Christianity in Zhejiang province appears to originate with the visit of
provincial party secretary Xia Balong.
Also last month, the government issued a statement banning the conversion of children at faith-based
orphanages.
Signs suggest the government has become increasingly irritated by Christianity, which has
historically been viewed in China as a Western-originating threat to power in Beijing.
Last month, Beijing issued a policy-advising “Blue Book” report stating that religion posed a serious
threat to national security along with Western democracy and cultural hegemony as well as the spread
of information on the internet.

“China’s Christians fend off church demolition crew amid latest Communist Party crackdown on
faith”
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/10893715/Chinas-Christians-fend-off-church-demolitioncrew-amid-latest-Communist-Party-crackdown-on-faith.html
•

•

The campaign is designed to bring “excessive religious sites” and “overly popular” religious
activities under control, according to an internal government document obtained by The New York
Times last month.
So far, Protestant churches appear to have been the main targets but Catholic places of worship have
also been affected.

“Church-State Clash in China Coalesces Around a Toppled Spire”
www.nytimes.com/2014/05/30/world/asia/church-state-clash-in-china-coalesces-around-a-toppled-spire.html
•

“People are stunned,” said one member of the congregation, who asked that she be identified only by
her English name, Mabel, out of fear of government reprisals. “They have completely lost faith in
the local religious authorities.”

“China’s city of churches brought to heel”
www.bbc.com/news/blogs-china-blog-27279762
•

Many of them are private entrepreneurs who've grown rich turning Wenzhou from a fishing port into
a global manufacturing hub. Comfortable to compete in the marketplace, they take the same spirit to
church-building, each congregation challenging its neighbour to build bigger and better.

•

It is this exuberance which has brought them into conflict with the communist authorities.

“China denies church demolition is persecution of Christians”
www.cnn.com/2014/05/01/world/asia/china-church-demolished
•
•

Party Secretary Xia Balong visited churches across the province and deemed them “too
conspicuous.” Under Communist Party rule since 1949, China is officially an atheist country. . . .
The church was originally a government-approved project under the official “Three-Self Patriotic
Movement,” a state-sanctioned Protestant church. Last September it was lauded by the local
government as a model engineering project.

If you call yourself a Christian, chances are pretty good that you're not.
I don't call myself a Christian, so I'm free to buy Chinese goods without going to Hell after I die.

1064.
“My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith” — PDF attached
June 22, 2014
[transcript]

1065.
Berlin Beijing Bullets
June 22, 2014
“Hidden Agenda: Germany’s Reluctance To Admit Nazi Atrocities Bodes Ill for American Press
Freedom”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/06/22/hidden-agenda-germanys-reluctance-to-admit-naziatrocities-bodes-ill-for-american-press-freedom
•

•

Does it matter who publishes our books? In an age of globalism, a lot of people think not—which, of
course, is why the foreign takeover of the American industry has attracted so little attention. But
there are still some holdouts who believe that nationality matters.
The truth is that the world is not globalizing. While the United States, Britain, Canada, Australia, and
other English-speaking countries have tended to take globalization at face value, this does not go for
most of the more prosperous and significant nations outside the English-speaking world.

“Revealed: How the Nazis helped German companies Bosch, Mercedes, Deutsche Bank and VW get
VERY rich using 300,000 concentration camp slaves”
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2663635/Revealed-How-Nazis-helped-German-companies-BoschMercedes-Deutsche-Bank-VW-VERY-rich-using-slave-labor.html
•
•
•

The colossal extent of slave labour used by modern-day German blue-chip companies to get rich
during the Third Reich has been laid bare by the nation's top business magazine.
VW, for example, had something called the “dying room” where female forced labourers who gave
birth had to leave their newborns to die.
Most of the agricultural slaves came from the occupied eastern territories of Poland, the Baltic states
and Russia. Because the Slavic people were regarded as subhuman in the Nazi racial lexicon,
casualty rates among them were the highest of all.

“China’s rejection of global shipping cartel a sign of country’s strengths”
[SCMP editorial—June 23, 2014]
•

•

•

The proposed alliance has been approved by American and European Union regulators, but the three
[Maersk, Mediterranean, CMA CGM] groups' US$64 million annual revenue on the mainland was
enough to justify the intervention of the mainland regulators.
The mainland decision may also have broader significance. It may indicate that China is more ready
than before to intervene in international business deals when it considers it necessary to guard its own
national and security interests when foreign companies band together.
The first time the ministry blocked a transaction on competition grounds was when it scuppered an
attempt by Coca-Cola to buy mainland juice-maker Huiyuan in 2009.

1066.
Party Dress
June 23, 2014
A pair from the stylish South China Morning Post—which still answers, it must always be remembered, to
the Party in Beijing.
“China’s sovereignty takes precedence over Hong Kong, ex-official Chen Zuoer says”
[SCMP link—June 22, 2014]
•
•
•

“My understanding is that upholding national sovereignty and security comes before maintaining the
prosperity of the special administrative region,” he said.
Chen, who has been involved in Hong Kong affairs for more than 25 years, said some Hongkongers
did not identify with the nation.
“The significant turn in Hong Kong's history involves adaptation in people's value system and
outlook on life. I think the decolonisation process—Hongkongers shaking off their mentality as
colonial subjects—has not yet been completed.”

“Eccentric philanthropist Chen Guangbiao is a man on a mission in New York”
[SCMP link—June 23, 2014]
•

•
•
•

•

Before 1,000 underprivileged people can join him for lunch at The Boathouse restaurant in the city's
Central Park and receive red packets stuffed with US$300, they must sing for their supper—the
patriotic ditty Learn from the Good Model Citizen Lei Fang, named after the supposedly selfless
People's Liberation Army soldier hailed by Mao Zedong.
Overseeing proceedings will be 200 Chinese volunteers recruited from Columbia and New York
universities dressed in green military uniforms.
Chen said while many Chinese entrepreneurs question his sincerity they were just jealous, and
ordinary citizens liked him.
“They said I am making a show of myself and they wonder where my money is from,” he said. “You
can compete with me by taking money from your pockets for charity. The source of my income is
none of your business. If I have done unlawful things, judicial authorities will get me.”
The Ministry of Civil Affairs named him the nation's top philanthropist, based on his donations, in
2008 and 2010.

And a stylish new feature from the Federal Reserve:
“FRED Adds 90 U.S. Labor Force Status Flows Series”
http://news.research.stlouisfed.org/2014/06/fred-adds-90-u-s-labor-force-status-flows-series-2

•

These 90 monthly series published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics track net changes in employment
status by gender and for three categories of persons: the employed, unemployed, and nonparticipants
(that is, those not in the labor force). These series, constructed from Current Population Survey data,
allow a more precise analysis of employment and unemployment measures by identifying the
movement of workers in and out of these categories.

Still, FRED and the BLS now answer, it must always be remembered, to the Party in Beijing.
“. . . sunt lacrimae rerum et mentem mortalia tangunt.”

1067.
We Know Very Little About Circuses, Really, Or Where
They Come From
June 24, 2014
I like to rediscover this every day:
“Already long ago, from when we sold our vote to no man, the People have abdicated our duties, for the
People who once upon a time handed out military command, high civil office, legions—everything, now
restrains itself and anxiously hopes for just two things: bread and circuses.” — Juvenal, Satires X
“Scapegoats” falls under the heading of “Circuses,” of course; and most of what we know, we learn from
bread; while most of what we think we know, we learn from circuses.
I meet people who never shop at Walmart because they don't like the Waltons, and I meet people who never
shop at Walmart because they don't like the Chinese, but they're almost never the same people.
We know very little about circuses, really, or where they come from.
“Why Did Borges Hate Soccer?”
www.newrepublic.com/article/118228/world-cup-2014-why-did-borges-hate-soccer
•

“Soccer is popular,” Jorge Luis Borges observed, “because stupidity is popular.”

“. . . he answered with his English phlegm. ‘What I don't understand is your fear. Mankind is at home,
sitting back with ease, attentive to the screen or the sportscaster, if not the yellow press. What more do you
want, Domecq? It's the great march of time, the rising tide of progress.’” — 1967, Jorge Luis Borges, “Esse
Est Percipi”
To be is to be perceived.

1068.
GNP Plummets 3.6 Percent, Profits Down, Taxes Up,
Gamblers Get High
June 25, 2014
“National Income and Product Accounts—June 25, 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2014/pdf/gdp1q14_3rd.pdf
Gross Domestic Product: First Quarter 2014 (Third Estimate):
•

•
•
•

•

Real GDP declined 2.9 percent in the first quarter, after increasing 2.6 percent in the fourth. This
downturn in percent change in real GDP primarily reflected a downturn in exports, a larger decrease
in private inventory investment, a deceleration in PCE [personal consumption expenditures], and
downturns in nonresidential fixed investment and in state and local government spending that were
partly offset by an upturn in federal government spending.
Imports, which are a subtraction in the calculation of GDP, increased.
Imports of services were also revised up, mainly travel services.
Real gross national product—the goods and services produced by the labor and property supplied by
U.S. residents—decreased 3.6 percent in the first quarter, in contrast to an increase of 3.1 percent in
the fourth. GNP includes, and GDP excludes, net receipts in income from the rest of the world,
which decreased $27.4 billion in the first quarter, in contrast to an increase of $17.0 billion in the
fourth; in the first quarter, receipts decreased $9.8 billion, and payments increased $17.6 billion.
Real gross domestic purchases—purchases by U.S. residents of goods and services wherever
produced—decreased 1.4 percent in the first quarter, in contrast to an increase of 1.6 percent in the
fourth.

Corporate Profits: First Quarter 2014 (Revised Estimate):
•

•

•
•

Profits from current production—corporate profits with inventory valuation adjustment (IVA) and
capital consumption adjustment (CCAdj)—decreased $198.3 billion in the first quarter, in contrast to
an increase of $47.1 billion in the fourth.
BEA's featured measure of corporate profits declined 9.1 percent at a quarterly rate in the first
quarter, after increasing 2.2 percent in the previous quarter, according to updated estimates. The
decline was the largest since the fourth quarter of 2008.
Taxes on corporate income increased $27.8 billion in the first quarter, compared with an increase of
$13.3 billion in the fourth.
Profits after tax with IVA and CCAdj decreased $226.0 billion, in contrast to an increase of $33.8
billion. The first-quarter changes in taxes on corporate income and in the CCAdj mainly reflect the
expiration of bonus depreciation provisions.

Also on June 25, 2014:
•

S&P 500: +9.55

•
•

Dow: +49.38
NASDAQ: +29.40

—all “higher.”

1069.
Government Lingo, H.D. Thoreau
June 26, 2014
Thirty-one pages:
“Glossary: National Income and Product Accounts”
www.bea.gov/national/pdf/methodology/NIPA%20Glossary%209-30-13.pdf
•

•

Gross domestic product (GDP): BEA's featured measure of U.S. production [since 1991]. GDP is
the market value of the final goods and services produced by labor and property in the United States.
GDP is equal to the sum of personal consumption expenditures, gross private domestic investment,
net exports of goods and services, and government consumption expenditures and gross investment.
GDP is also equal to the sum of value added by industry across all industries.
Gross national product (GNP): The market value of the final goods and services produced by labor
and property supplied by U.S. residents. GNP is equal to GDP plus income receipts from the rest of
the world less income payments to the rest of the world, and it is conceptually equivalent to gross
national income (though it is estimated using different source data). By adding income receipts from
the rest of the world, GNP includes the labor contribution to output of U.S. residents who are
working abroad, and it includes the portion of the contribution to output of foreign residents (such as
foreign affiliates of U.S. companies) that represents returns to investment by U.S. residents. By
subtracting income payments to the rest of the world, GNP excludes the labor contribution to output
of foreign residents who are working in the United States, and it excludes the portion of the
contribution to output of U.S. residents (such as U.S. affiliates of foreign companies) that represents
returns to investment by foreign residents.

First Quarter 2014 GDP fell 2.9 percent. First Quarter 2014 GNP fell 3.6 percent. In chained dollars (see
“Glossary,” above) both were even lower than Third Quarter 2013.
The First Quarter contraction was bad enough that the Second Quarter almost has to show some growth.
This will be good to remember when you can't find Recession or Depression in the “Glossary,” above, and
the government says our economy is not in Recession or Depression.
Which reminds me, for some reason, that it's impossible for an honest and reasonably well-informed person
to lose a Presidential debate.
I promised you some heavy-duty Thoreau:
•

. . . the one great rule of composition—and if I were a professor of rhetoric I should insist on this—is
to speak the truth. This first, this second, this third; pebbles in your mouth or not. This demands
earnestness and manhood chiefly. We seem to have forgotten that the expression “a liberal
education” originally meant among the Romans one worthy of free men; while the learning of trades
and professions by which to get your livelihood merely, was considered worthy of slaves only. But

taking a hint from the word, I would go a step further and say, that it is not the man of wealth and
leisure simply, though devoted to art, or science, or literature, who, in a true sense, is liberally
educated, but only the earnest and free man.
— from The Last Days of John Brown
Which reminds me to remind you to Google the “products of slavery” every morning so that you can support
slavery just a little less every day.
Or you can buy American. It's a lot easier—even on your conscience.

1070.
In Search of Lost Work
June 27, 2014
“Contribution of Excessive Alcohol Consumption to Deaths and Years of Potential Life Lost in the
United States”
www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2014/13_0293.htm
•
•
•
•
•

From 2006 through 2010, an annual average of 87,798 [Alcohol-Attributable Deaths] and 2.5 million
[Years of Potential Life Lost] occurred in the United States.
Among working-age adults, 9.8% of all deaths in the United States during this period were
attributable to excessive drinking, and 69% of all AAD involved working-age adults.
Most AAD (71%) and YPLL (72%) involved males.
Excessive alcohol use is the fourth leading preventable cause of death in the United States and cost
$223.5 billion, or about $1.90 per drink, in 2006.
Excessive drinking is known to be a major cause of premature mortality, resulting in an average of 30
years of life lost per AAD.

“‘I kept my US$300,000 promise’: Chen Guangbiao defends himself after homeless debacle”
[SCMP link—June 27, 2014]
•
•
•

•

His philanthropic luncheon for the homeless in New York devolved into heated arguments when the
promised cash handouts were cancelled.
Chen . . . insisted he had kept his promise to help 1,000 underprivileged New Yorkers by donating
US$300,000 to a local shelter.
“The [New York City Rescue] Mission told me the homeless would spend my money on drugs and
alcohol,” he said. “I thought distributing cash was a good idea. If I gave cash to the poor in China,
they would use it to buy agricultural products and services.”
He chalked up the confusion to a “cultural difference between the East and the West.”

Indeed there are mostly cultural differences between the East and the West.

1071.
Money Has No Value; Sixth Anniversary Edition Ready To
Ship
June 27, 2014
The (Free-of-Charge) Sixth Anniversary Edition is ready to ship:
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 27, 2008 to June 27, 2014
notably resisting America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender By Bob Hall
citizen
1,314 pages, 1,070 mailings, 11.0 MB PDF (6.7 MB zipped).
As long as I've got your attention:
From Fear-Fallen Children #634, “Come Here to Learn What You've Always Known”:
•

The vast edifice of twentieth century healthcare has not enabled us to live longer but has . . .
merely supplied methods of suppressing the symptoms of degenerative diseases which have
emerged due to our failure to maintain mid-Victorian nutritional standards.

The same applies to economics.
Money is symbolic of things—things produced and then consumed—goods and then goods and services.
Outside of production, money has no value. Outside of consumption, money has no value.
Think of money as a symptom.
If the vast edifice of healthcare serves merely to suppress the symptoms of degenerative diseases, we will die
sooner than we should, and sooner yet with each successive generation.
If the vast edifice of economics serves merely to address the monetary features of our economy, we will die
sooner than we should, and sooner yet with each successive generation.
Most of what I read about money is just plain silly—feigning intelligence or trying to sell us something—but
some of it is downright evil. While I generally don't fuss about the people hoarding money, I do worry very
much about the countries hoarding production and then consumption.
It's all about the nutrition—something you've always known.

1072.
100 Years Ago Today
June 28, 2014
There's an awful lot of nonsense about the “war to end all wars” in today's so-called news media.
This—from 1935—from Major General Smedley Butler—will help to clear the air:
“War Is A Racket”
www.archive.org/details/WarIsARacket
•

A racket is best described, I believe, as something that is not what it seems to the majority of the
people. Only a small “inside” group knows what it is about. It is conducted for the benefit of the
very few, at the expense of the very many.

Read it. Please.

1073.
Sweat-Stain Genius & Was Hillary Really Banned in
Beijing?
June 29, 2014
My song “Dollar to the Giant” says something or other about “sweat-stain genius.”
Less specifically, our problem is deindustrialization—and its results—both mental and physical.
The West is deindustrializing. The East is industrializing. Therefore, one should observe, the East is
conquering the West.
More specifically, our problem is “sweat-stain genius.” We used to have more of it—and more than our
competitors did.
No sweat. Our genius today is of the post-industrial variety—as unsullied by productive labor as our
geniuses themselves.
Not quite exactly related:
“China Blocks Hillary Clinton’s Book”
www.buzzfeed.com/rubycramer/china-blocks-hillary-clintons-book
•

[The title of this article should be more than enough.]

The reader will note—as my long-time readers well know—that few married couples have done more for
Chinese industry than the Clintons, and few ménages à traîtres have done more for Chinese industry than
Bill and Hillary together with Monica Lewinsky.
The PRC/CCP/PLA would love to cash in on another Clinton presidency, so they've “blocked” Hillary's
book. This is how the Beijing propaganda machine works.
Inscrutable, those East Asians—but certainly no strangers to hard work.

1074.
Does “U.S. Net International Investment Position” Sound
Boring?
June 30, 2014
First a word from our sponsor:
“For example, in this era of economic integration, if some economically powerful company [sic] wants to
attack another country's economy while simultaneously attacking its defenses, it cannot rely completely on
the use of ready-made means such as economic blockades and trade sanctions, or military threats and arms
embargoes. Instead, it must adjust its own financial strategy, use currency revaluation or devaluation as
primary, and combine means such as getting the upper hand in public opinion and changing the rules
sufficiently to make financial turbulence and economic crisis appear in the targeted country or area,
weakening its overall power, including its military strength. In the Southeast Asian financial crisis we see a
case in which the crisis led to a lowering of the temperature of the arms race in that region. Thus we can see
the possibility that this will happen, although in this case it was not caused by some big country intentionally
changing the value of its own currency. Even a quasi-world power like China already has the power to jolt
the world economy just by changing its own economic policies. If China were a selfish country, and had
gone back on its word in 1998 and let the Renminbi lose value, no doubt this would have added to the
misfortunes of the economies of Asia. It would also have induced a cataclysm in the world's capital markets,
with the result that even the world's number one debtor nation, a country which relies on the inflow of
foreign capital to support its economic prosperity, the United States, would definitely have suffered heavy
economic losses. Such an outcome would certainly be better than a military strike.” — Unrestricted Warfare
(Beijing: PLA Literature and Arts Publishing House, February 1999, CIA/FBIS translation)
Now back to our show:
From the U.S. Department of Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis: “The presentation of the
international investment position accounts is significantly restructured. The two major categories of
holdings are renamed. U.S. assets replaces U.S.-owned assets abroad, and U.S. liabilities replaces foreignowned assets in the United States.”
“U.S. Net International Investment Position: End of First Quarter 2014, Year 2013, and Annual
Revisions”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/intinv/2014/pdf/intinv114.pdf
•
•

•

The U.S. net international investment position at the end of the first quarter of 2014 was -$5,539.3
billion (preliminary) as the value of U.S. liabilities exceeded the value of U.S. assets.
The U.S. net international investment position decreased 2.9 percent in the first quarter, compared
with . . . an average quarterly decrease of 7.4 percent from the first quarter of 2011 through the fourth
quarter of 2013.
On a yearend basis, the U.S. net international investment position is revised upward by . . . $60.8
billion for 2011, and $12.2 billion for 2013. It is revised downward by $3.2 billion for 2012.

•
•

•

For 2013, net U.S. incurrence of liabilities (financial inflows) exceeded net U.S. acquisition of assets
(financial outflows) by $370.7 billion.
For 2013, exchange-rate changes led to a decrease of $231.3 billion in the U.S. net international
investment position, as reflected in the 3.9 percent depreciation of a trade-weighted index of major
foreign currencies.
Exchange-rate changes lowered the dollar value of U.S. assets more than they lowered the dollar
value of U.S. liabilities denominated in foreign currencies.

“Direct investment on a market value basis is now the featured measure in the U.S. international investment
position statistics. The market value basis values owners' equity at current-period prices using indexes of
stock market prices. In the previous presentation, direct investment was presented on a current cost basis
that values the U.S. and foreign parent shares of their affiliates' investment in (1) plant and equipment using
the current cost of capital equipment, (2) land using general price indexes, and (3) inventories using
estimates of their replacement cost. In addition, direct investment is now presented on a gross basis
according to whether the investment reflects an asset or a liability. In the previous presentation, direct
investment was classified on a directional basis by whether the investment was outward or inward, that is,
whether the direct investor was a domestic or foreign resident.” — U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau
of Economic Analysis

1075.
The Rosetta Stone: Cherchez la Chine
June 30, 2014
I hear something like this every day:
“Now I understand. It all finally makes sense. The missing piece was China. I knew—I just knew—that
Americans couldn't be this self-destructive—and we're not. Our politics are coming from somewhere else.
Our ideas are coming from somewhere else.”
To understand modern China is to forgive every American you've ever known—and to stand united against
modern China.

1076.
The Scenery Becomes Inconvenient
July 1, 2014
I meet a lot of good people. Nearly 100% of them owe nearly 100% of their existence to corporations, but
they never know it. I'm not sure about the exact percentages, but a plurality of these people cannot define the
word “corporation” (nor, for what it's worth, “impeachment”) and they'd be the first to complain—indeed, to
relocate offshore—if our government tried to tell them how to run their own business, if they had one.
I think these good people would be better people if, say, they would occasionally follow the money trail all
the way to the end—or at least to where the scenery becomes inconvenient.
“Japan OKs collective self-defense, reinterprets constitution”
[Kyodo link—July 1, 2014]
•

Collective self-defense is a sensitive issue in Japan, as Tokyo has long maintained that it possesses
the right but cannot exercise it due to the limits of Article 9, which has banned the use of force to
settle international disputes since the end of World War II.

The East is conquering the West—and not because the East doesn't know how to manipulate the West and its
public opinion.

1077.
Orwell and Blair
July 2, 2014
“All left-wing parties in the highly industrialized countries are at bottom a sham, because they make it their
business to fight against something which they do not really wish to destroy. They have internationalist
aims, and at the same time they struggle to keep up a standard of life with which those aims are
incompatible. We all live by robbing Asiatic coolies, and those of us who are ‘enlightened’ all maintain that
those coolies ought to be set free, but our standard of living, and hence our ‘enlightenment,’ demands that the
robbery shall continue. A humanitarian is always a hypocrite.” — George Orwell and Eric Arthur Blair
More later. . . .

1078.
Listen up, you sorry bunch—
July 2, 2014
Listen up, you sorry bunch of would-be American patriots—getting all psyched for the trade and
unemployment reports on July 3—here's your deal:
Deindustrialization means that your country—that is, your economy, which is the same thing—is being
progressively deprived of nutrition.
Nutrition.
Not calories. Nutrients. They are critically different.
Think about human bodies and economic systems. Think about the modern American's body and the
modern American economy. They are critically similar.
Forced starvation—engineered malnutrition—is a tool of conquest—an act of war.
You are being starved out by people who want your resources and have conditioned you to surrender your
vital nutrients in exchange for their junk calories.
Their potions—products and information, policies and distractions—will effectively suppress your
symptoms until you die—
—or until the PRC/CCP/PLA decides it has little choice but to hasten the process of your death, in which
case you'll get to watch your children die, too.
There is a simple solution, but Americans would have to elect a nutritious President—the kind of guy who
would be re-industrializing by the end of his first day in office.

1079.
Trade Loses $23,073.85 Per Second; Unemployment Rates
Officially Increase
July 3, 2014
Trade first. Then jobs.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—May 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
Today's Official Headline, Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $44.4 billion in May from
$47.0 billion in April (revised), as exports increased and imports decreased.
May exports of goods ($135.7 billion) were the highest on record.

Today's Official Reality Check, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

May exports of goods were not the highest on record. (See March 2014 or October 2013.)
The goods deficit was $61,801,000,000—down -7.3% from April but still +9.2% higher than this
year's average.
Goods deficit with China: $28,769,700,000—up +5.4% from April and the highest since September
2013.
The goods deficit with China represented 46.6% of our total.

Our country's goods deficit for May was $23,073.85 per second.
If this doesn't sound like a lot of money, think about $1,384,431.00 per minute. Worse yet, these are goods
losses—not services. Goods are what produce wealth—wealth that also pays for services—wealth we're
simply handing over to foreigners.
I can think of better things to do with $23,073.85.
“The Employment Situation—June 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
Today's Official Headline, Seasonally Adjusted:
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 288,000 in June, and the unemployment rate
declined to 6.1 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.

Today's Official Reality Check, Not Seasonally Adjusted:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U-6 unemployment rate: 12.4%—up from 11.7% in May
U-3 unemployment rate: 6.3%—up from 6.1% in May
U-3, less than a high school diploma, 25 years to 64 years: 8.2%—down from 8.5% in May
Manufacturing jobs: up +107,000
Amusements, gambling, and recreation: up +191,100
Membership associations and organizations: up +37,300
Local government, excluding education: up +191,000
Persons at work part time, slack work or business conditions: up +421,000
Persons at work part time, could only find part-time work: up +274,000

Feel free to disbelieve any or all of the official claims, whether adjusted or unadjusted. Under the rules of
globalization, our bureaucrats are relatively predisposed to absurdity.

1080.
Happy Independence Day
July 4, 2014
Human freedom is freedom from animal fear.
Some people understand this, which is why they cultivate fear in others.
Others are not free, so they seek comfort in authority.
Authority cannot exist without fear.
Fearlessness is the only true humanity—and, for 238 years, the only one America has ever needed.
Happy Independence Day.

1081.
Don’t Underestimate Them
July 6, 2014
When I first studied Chinese history in the 1970s, the German sociologist Max Weber's work on bureaucracy
was assigned reading. I hope it still is. China's accomplishments can leave the Westerner slack-jawed—
rightly so—and I'll be the first to concede China's superiority in everything that should scare the living
daylights out of you. But sophistication is never what it's cracked up to be, and China's history is, at bottom,
the history of official corruption. So when you hear about President Xi Jinping cracking down on corruption,
try not to be too hard on the guy. On the one hand, he's just trying to make the West look bad by
comparison, relatively indifferent to corruption. On the other hand, he's just being Chinese and lining
official pockets. On the third hand—and remember there are eight sides on a bureaucrat, said Mao—Xi
knows that if anything will screw-up the Party's long-term plans, it's the Chinese DNA. Americans are
incorruptible little babies by comparison—but incorruptible little babies who need their Walmarts taken
away.
“Official jobs no longer way to get rich quick”
[Global Times link—July 5, 2014]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The fight on graft will need to shake up the nation's fundamental concepts about being an official.
An old Chinese saying goes, “If you become good enough at scholarly studies, you will serve in the
government as an official.”
For thousands of years, the Chinese people have implicitly admitted the “benefits” coming along with
being a government official.
The idea of officials' natural benefits is buried deep in the minds of many people who join their ranks.
The anti-corruption fight must be strong enough to destroy this traditional concept of officialdom and
reshape the entire society's expectations of the benefits of being an official.
Actually a large number of civil servants working at grass-roots levels merely enjoy a living standard
similar to the middle class, or even worse.
However, officials who illegally benefit from their positions are seen as typical, and have largely
tarred the image of officialdom.

Many thanks to Central Propaganda in Beijing. Today they did most of the writing for me.
Don't underestimate them.

1082.
Baby Steps: Premeditated Deindustrialization
July 7, 2014
Please pay attention. This concerns your inattention.
“The Extermination of the American Bison” — Report of the United States National Museum, 1887
www.memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/consrv:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28amrvrvr02%29%29
•
•

•
•

The buffalo supplied the Indian with food, clothing, shelter, bedding, saddles, ropes, shields, and
innumerable smaller articles of use and ornament.
The Indians of some tribes believed that the buffaloes issued from the earth continually, and that the
supply was necessarily inexhaustible. And yet, in four short years the southern herd was almost
totally annihilated.
People who are so utterly senseless as to wantonly destroy their own source of food, as the Indians
have done, certainly deserve to starve.
Probably never before in the history of the world, until civilized man came in contact with the
buffalo, did whole armies of men march out in true military style, with officers, flags, chaplains, and
rules of war, and make war on wild animals. No wonder the buffalo has been exterminated. So long
as they existed north of the Missouri in any considerable number, the half-breeds and Indians of the
Manitoba Red River settlement used to gather each year in a great army, and go with carts to the
buffalo range. On these great hunts, which took place every year from about the 15th of June to the
1st of September, vast numbers of buffalo were killed, and the supply was finally exhausted. As if
Heaven had decreed the extirpation of the species, the half-breed hunters, like their white robehunting rivals farther south, always killed cows in preference to bulls so long as a choice was
possible, the very best course calculated to exterminate any species in the shortest possible time.

And that's how it's done.
Next up in “Baby Steps”:
How China exterminated twice as many Chinese in the twentieth century as North America did buffalo in the
nineteenth.

1083.
Tackling the Current Obstacle: Nine Points of
Encouragement
July 8, 2014
I'll try to avoid being “philosophical” and instead tackle the current obstacle:
1. Brainwashed by enough insecurities, people no longer want to be happy. They want to be victims
and they want to be correct. In a perfect world, they would be correct about being victims—which
can help to explain their self-destructive behavior in this world.
2. Anger is a dishonest expression of fear. Never take anyone's anger at face value. Try to understand
the fear behind it—fear they're afraid of and might otherwise find debilitating.
3. Courage is an honest expression of fear. In fact, with no fear to overcome, there can be no courage.
4. Your enemies want you to be angry. Because this tells them that you're afraid. And they want you to
be afraid.
5. When you complain about your enemies, your enemies have you right where they want you. In a
perfect world, you will never stop complaining and you will never stop handing them your money.
6. Don't hand your money to your enemies, or encouragement, or very much power over the way you
feel.
7. Because we live in an industrial economy and we're losing ground to industrial competitors, most of
our problems are symptoms of deindustrialization.
8. When we purchase products from our industrial competitors, we support their industrialization and
we support our own deindustrialization.
9. Please see #1—just one more time.
Some people are not content to be merely self-destructive. In order to succeed as victims, they will destroy
innocents as well.
Even this has become a predictable symptom of preventable deindustrialization.

1084.
Reader Comment, Bargain Basement, Jackasses, Jackasses
July 9, 2014
In response to Monday's mailing, I received this pleasant surprise from a foreign reader who'd been schooled
in a foreign country:
•

“I always thought that the native Americans were in principle not responsible for the slaughter of the
bison . . . and also the message was sent down, rid the bison from this land, and we rid the Indians.”

To which I replied:
•

“Yes, this government report from 1887 is tricky and self-contradictory, which is why I sent it. I'm
sure we intended to starve the Indians out—and succeeded—with some help from Indians willing to
betray their own economy for what the white man offered. All in all, not much has changed. I can
imagine future Chinese government reports blaming Americans for their own demise. They won't
need to be correct or incorrect so long as history is written by victorious governments.”

Monday's mailing—“Baby Steps: Premeditated Deindustrialization”—had been inspired, in part, by actual
conversations I've had with actual American-schooled Americans.
For the same who've assured me that such-and-such an industry is gone forever:
“SV Pittie Textiles breaks ground in Sylvania”
www.savannahnow.com/exchange/2014-07-07/sv-pittie-textiles-breaks-ground-sylvania
•

Founded in 1898, Shrivallabh Pittie Group has a substantial presence in the Indian textile sector,
operating in 13 locations. Pittie said the project will be the biggest single investment in the U.S.
cotton yarn sector in decades.

It appears that anything, given enough patience and stupidity, can eventually be had for “pennies on the
dollar”—or the prevailing equivalent.
Hot Off The Press:
“John Kerry In Beijing: Four Reasons Why The Chinese View American Leaders As Jackasses”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/07/09/john-kerry-in-beijing-four-good-reasons-why-thechinese-treat-american-leaders-as-jackasses
•

Even if most Americans haven't realized it yet (and probably won't be told by their media for decades
to come), China is now the senior partner in the China-America relationship.

I'd planned to close with a terribly stupid article from a widely recognized economist, but right now this feels
a little reckless, and besides. . . .

1085.
You Ignorant Slut
July 10, 2014
Is the glass half empty or half full?
Sure, you can travel around the real USA—heck, just drive two blocks down any Main St.—and see all kinds
of reasons to give up. But there's also a tremendous amount to work with, to build on, and to rebuild on.
Never, ever, never, ever forget:
We the 316 million People of the United States constitute the most powerful lobby—lobby—in the world.
In other words: what We say, goes.
Try to get your mind, and adjust your attitude, around $12 trillion per year—in our personal consumption
expenditures alone.
Globalization—the lie, the racket—disguises the process by which countries like China and Japan organize
to steal what rightfully belongs to others.
Their growth has not been honest, nor even remotely impressive. Their growth has all been shortcuts at
others' expense.
We the People of the United States built the Economy of the United States.
Our vision. Our inventions. Our muscle. Our marketplace.
Our decency. Our courage.
“President Xi Jinping warns of disaster if Sino-US relations sour”
[SCMP link—July 9, 2014]
•

“If we are in confrontation, it would surely spell disaster for both countries and for the world,” Xi
said as he called on the two sides to break the old pattern of rivalry between an emerging and a
developed power.

Xi Jinping, you ignorant slut,
We the People—We the Economy—of the United States might be a little disheartened right now, but not so
disheartened we can't remember where you got your power.
You got your power, your industry, from us—because what We say, goes.

It's not too late for us to change our minds—or our vision of a decent future.
Are you listening, too, Washington, DC?

1086.
[Let’s Find] A Well-Known Performer [Who] Could Change
The Course Of History With . . . [What] May Be The Most
Important Song Composed In This Generation
July 11, 2014
“Frankly this may be the most important song composed in this generation.” — Amazon review
“A well-known performer could change the course of history with this song.” — iTunes review
—
“Dollar to the Giant”
[link and lyrics]

1087.
Discretion Is The Better Part Of Discretionary Spending
July 12, 2014
Cherchez la femme?
Cherchez la Chine!
“China’s Internet ‘Spin Doctors’”
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7783640.stm
•
•

•

China is using an increasing number of paid “internet commentators” in a sophisticated attempt to
control public opinion.
A document released by the public security bureau in the city of Jiaozuo in Henan province boasts of
the success of this approach. It retells the story of one disgruntled citizen who posted an unfavorable
comment about the police on a website after being punished for a traffic offence. One of the bureau's
internet commentators reported this posting to the authorities within 10 minutes of it going up. The
bureau then began to spin, using more than 120 people to post their own comments that neatly shifted
the debate.
China's Communist Party leaders have long sought to sway public opinion by controlling what the
media can report.

“Ever Wondered Why the World is a Mess?”
www.ipsnews.net/2014/07/ever-wondered-why-the-world-is-a-mess
•

So, a final point: never be satisfied with what you read in the newspapers, always try to get additional
and opposite viewpoints through the net. This will help you to look at the world with your eyes, and
not with the eyes of somebody else who is probably part of the system which has created this mess.

“Consumers Spending More, Just Not on Things They Want”
www.gallup.com/poll/172532/consumers-spending-not-things.aspx
•
•
•

A closer look at these numbers reveals Americans' increased spending is on household essentials,
such as groceries, gasoline, utilities, and healthcare, rather than on discretionary purchases.
If there was any doubt that the U.S. economy is still struggling to get back on its feet, the results of
this poll reinforce that reality.
Because consumer spending is the lifeblood of a healthy economy, these findings suggest that
discretionary spending still has a ways to go before it will fuel the kind of economic growth
Americans have been hoping for.

What if “Things They Want” undermines consumers' spending? What if American consumer spending is the
lifeblood of a healthy Chinese economy?

It doesn't have to be this way. We don't have to be controlled and starved out.
Discretion is the better part of discretionary spending.
Cherchez la femme?
Cherchez la Chine!

1088.
Just A Few Things To Knock Some Heads Together
July 14, 2014
Every greedy person I've ever known came from a family in which love was a limited commodity.
Just a thought.
Moving along—and closer to the real enemies:
The subject of currency can be simple, or confusing, but never easy. I won't try to cover everything here,
just a few things to knock some heads together. Too many good people have been wasting.
Here are some ideas I hope you'll find useful:
•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Most people want a currency with the power to buy more, not less. Most global reserve currency
holders want a global reserve currency with the power to buy more, not less.
If you don't believe me, ask around. If you still don't get it, please stop blogging.
Internally, so to speak, this is not problematic. Try to picture a national economy in which the
currency-issuing nation and the goods-producing nation are the same nation, and sane citizens buy
their own goods. You can see how naturally the value of the nation's currency derives—yes, as in
“derivative”—from the value of the nation's goods production.
(By the way, a gold-backed currency is nowadays just silly—a ruse, a sales pitch, a bait-and-switch
I'll expect from China. No country wants pressure on its gold reserves, human beings don't need gold
like they need farms and factories, and besides, no country with a lick of long-term sense wants to
issue the world's reserve currency and hamper its own exports with higher prices.)
Externally, so to speak, things can get out of hand very quickly if a country is intentionally or
unintentionally mismanaged. Try to picture a transnational economy in which a currency-issuing
nation and a goods-producing nation are not the same nation. The relative values of one nation's
currency and the other nation's goods are negotiated.
Often as not, in today's world, this means war. For China, foreign trade is a feature of war—and
American citizens have the losses to prove it. China's goal is real wealth—factories and goods
production—and territorial expansion. Currency is not a goal, it's a weapon of war, neatly explained
by the People's Liberation Army in 1999: “To attack another country's economy while
simultaneously attacking its defenses [the People's Republic of China] must adjust its own financial
strategy, use currency revaluation or devaluation as primary, and combine means such as getting the
upper hand in public opinion and changing the rules sufficiently to make financial turbulence and
economic crisis appear in the targeted country or area, weakening its overall power, including its
military strength.” [FFC #1074]
Even John Maynard Keynes recommended “a greater measure of national self-sufficiency and
economic isolation between countries . . . to serve the cause of peace.”
“Yet, at the same time,” warned Keynes, “those who seek to disembarrass a country of its
entanglements should be very slow and wary. It should not be a matter of tearing up roots but of
slowly training a plant to grow in a different direction.” [FFC #689]

•

Good advice. The sooner we slowly begin, the better. Next time some global competitor says it
wants to issue the world's reserve currency, we should slowly let them have it. Bet your bottom U.S.
Dollar it won't be China, Germany, or Japan.

Lastly, from the State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission of the State Council
(SASAC), the People's Republic of China:
“We are the champions”
[SCMP link—July 13, 2014]
“While Germany take on Argentina in Monday's (Hong Kong time) World Cup final, the real winner is
China. The country may not have sent a team to Brazil but its manufacturing might ensured China's
presence was felt at every level throughout the tournament.”

“Pictured in red: Objects, equipment, technology and commercial goods manufactured in China”

1089.
Public Opinion Being Important, The World Will Be Less
Lucky Without Us
July 15, 2014
From Page 1:
•

This report examines global public opinion about the United States, China and the international
balance of power. It is based on 48,643 interviews in 44 countries with adults 18 and older,
conducted from March 17 to June 5, 2014.

In other words, this report examines the effectiveness of global propaganda and this report is part of the
problem. Still, public opinion is important—typically more important than the information that shapes it.
“Global Opposition to U.S. Surveillance and Drones, but Limited Harm to America’s Image: Many in
Asia Worry about Conflict with China”
www.pewglobal.org/files/2014/07/2014-07-14-Balance-of-Power.pdf
•

In the 2014 Pew Research poll, majorities in eight of the 11 Asian countries surveyed are worried that
China's territorial ambitions could lead to military conflict with its neighbors. In a number of the
nations closest to China, overwhelming proportions of the public expressed such fears, including 93%
of Filipinos, 85% of Japanese, 84% of Vietnamese and 83% of South Koreans. Moreover, 61% of
the public in the Philippines and 51% in Vietnam say they are very concerned about a possible
military confrontation with Beijing. And, in China itself, fully 62% are concerned about a possible
conflict.

See how lucky we are?
Americans don't know much about China, but we don't have to worry about a military confrontation with
China because we've already given China control of our military.
And public opinion, too.
How many other countries are lucky enough to have a government like ours, that works hand-in-hand with
Beijing to provide us with the world's strongest currency and the world's greatest selection of imports to
spend it on?
Public opinion being important, the world will be less lucky without us.

1090.
Religion Won’t Stand a Chance; We’d Better Get a Clue
July 16, 2014
The stunned response to my June 21 piece has been instructive, to say the least, and it's cost me a few
friends.
For those of you who missed it, I've attached a PDF of “My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith” for you to
read and circulate.
Reminder:
•

•

Lest you fall into the comfortable posture that callous disregard for life is a temporary feature of rapid
Chinese growth (made possible by Western consumers who I swear must hate their Western kids),
remember that the greatest genocide in all of human history was a temporary (1958-1962) feature of
Chinese policy: up to 45 million dead from starvation while the People's Republic continued to
export eggs, pork, and rice and their food warehouses stayed full. If only half of China's grain
reserves had been released to the People, no one would have died.
This is the future we risk with every purchase of a Chinese-made product, every investment in the
People's Republic of China, Chinese Communist Party, and People's Liberation Army. They are all
three one and the same, and for the sake of somebody's children, we'd better get a clue.

— from my compendium, FFC #765
Today's update:
“China’s Christians fear new persecution after latest wave of church demolitions”
www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/05/china-christianity-wenzhou-zhejiang-churches
•
•
•

According to the Chinese news agency Xinhua, Xi called for the propagation of a nationwide “ethical
doctrine” with “fundamental socialist values” based on “traditional Chinese culture.”
Among themselves party members often use the pejorative expression yang jiao to designate
Christianity. It translates as “foreign teaching.”
A pastor in Beijing who monitors the persecution of Christians said: “By making a clean sweep of
Sanjiang, the government wants to set an example and show that nothing will stop it.”

“Jailed Chinese Pastor’s Family Escapes to US”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/jailed-chinese-pastors-family-escapes-us
•

Zhang, who led the Nanle County Christian Church in the central province of Henan, was sentenced
this month to 12 years in prison on charges of fraud and gathering crowds to disturb public order.

•

Zhang's church is sanctioned by the communist government, which allows worship only in statemonitored groups, but was involved in a dispute with local authorities over land for a new building.

“China accused of targeting Christian symbols”
www.aljazeera.com/video/asia-pacific/2014/07/china-accused-targeting-christian-symbols20147147216889318.html
•
•

Christian groups say officials are removing crosses and demolishing churches in an anti-religion
campaign.
Officials say the size of the churches violates rules.

World religion won't stand a chance against the People's Republic of China if world religion continues to
support the People's Republic of China.
For the sake of somebody's children, we'd better get a clue.

1091.
Christians at Walmart, Men in America
July 17, 2014
I might have accurately titled yesterday's piece:
“Christians Don't Stand a Chance Against Walmart”
Think about it.
Traitorous American retailers serving as (temporary) middlemen for the People's Republic of China operate
by taking their cut and turning the rest of your money over to the People's Republic of China—the same
People's Republic of China now exterminating our religions after having stolen our factories.
What does this say about Christians who shop at Walmart?
What does this say about Christians who shop at Walmart?
And—as long we're on the subject—
What does this say about men who live in America?
Are there any left to protect the widows and orphans? Are there any left to rescue the women and children
first?
What does this say about men who live in America?
Are there any left?

1092.
With Enough Circulation, Somebody’s Bound
July 18, 2014
Get this:
“To attack another country's economy while simultaneously attacking its defenses [the People's
Republic of China] must adjust its own financial strategy, use currency revaluation or devaluation as
primary, and combine means such as getting the upper hand in public opinion and changing the rules
sufficiently to make financial turbulence and economic crisis appear in the targeted country or area,
weakening its overall power, including its military strength.”
— February 1999, People's Liberation Army, Unrestricted Warfare
Get this:
“China purposely flooded U.S. financial markets with cheap money to wash away the very foundations
on which the United States was built.”
— February 2005, Dutch economist Heleen Mees, NRC Handelsblad
Now be careful:
“Forbes Media to Sell Majority Stake to Hong Kong Investors”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2014/07/18/forbes-media-to-sell-majority-stake-to-hong-kong-investors
•
•
•
•
•

The transaction values Forbes Media at $475 million, said a person close to the deal.
Around late November, the Forbes family hoped to fetch around $400 million in a sale, with foreign
buyers like Axel Springer of Germany and Spice Global Investments of Singapore in the mix.
Forbes's new controlling shareholders will be [the newly formed] Integrated Whale Media
Investments.
It is no surprise that the buyers came from Asia, [CEO] Mr. Perlis said.
Deutsche Bank . . . advised Forbes, while Credit Suisse . . . advised the investors.

“Secret Path Revealed for Chinese Billions Overseas”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-07-14/secret-path-revealed-for-chinese-billions-overseas.html
•

•

Last week, when [state-owned, state-run] China Central Television leveled money-laundering
allegations against [state-owned, state-run] Bank of China, the . . . broadcaster's report prompted the
revelation of a previously unannounced government program that enables individuals to transfer their
yuan and convert it into dollars or other currencies overseas.
CCTV said Bank of China helped customers transfer unlimited amounts of yuan abroad through a
product called Youhuitong, which means “superior foreign-exchange channel.”

•

•

•

•

•

Youhuitong has been suspended while the PBOC and its anti-money laundering bureau request
records of all previous transactions, according to a person familiar with the product, who asked not to
be identified because he wasn't authorized to speak publicly.
HSBC, which runs the largest branch network among foreign banks in China, offers its Chinese
clients another way to access offshore mortgages while avoiding the cap on foreign-exchange
conversion, according to a person familiar with the mechanism, who asked not to be identified
without having authorization to speak publicly.
Customers deposit yuan with HSBC's mainland unit or purchase its wealth-management products,
and the bank's overseas branch then issues a foreign-currency denominated mortgage using the China
deposits as collateral, the person said.
Chinese buyers, including people from Hong Kong and Taiwan, spent $22 billion on U.S. homes in
the year through March, up 72 percent from the same period in 2013 and more than any other
nationality, the National Association of Realtors said in its annual report on foreign home purchases.
The yuan surpassed the euro as the world's second most-popular currency in trade finance in 2013,
according to the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication.

I could sure use some help and/or less resistance from my fellow citizens.
Please stop supporting our enemies and competitors—and/or—please start sharing my e-mails and
compendium.
They're free. It'll only take a few seconds.
And with enough circulation, somebody's bound to get the message.

1093.
Today’s Extra from . . . Ugh!
July 18, 2014
Eamonn Fingleton has just posted a good one on his—ugh!—Forbes blog:
“Taking Back America: Here, Finally, Is A Chinese Mega-Blooper—And A Chance For The U.S. To
Turn The Tables”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/07/18/taking-back-america-here-finally-is-a-chinese-megablooper-and-a-chance-for-the-u-s-to-turn-the-tables
•
•
•

•

The issue at stake is nothing less than American intellectual freedom, and no opponent comes larger:
the People's Republic of China (PRC).
Now largely thanks to [University of Chicago's Marshall] Sahlins' leadership, academic staff at many
universities have begun agitating to rid campuses of the phenomenon.
Why is this fight so important? Because this time Beijing has dangerously overreached. With
reasonable luck, pressure from an outraged American public will reach such a point that universities
will be shamed into shutting down these institutes.
Such a roll-back would provide a much needed victory for an increasingly dejected American public
that has long since come to consider constant PRC expansionism an inevitability.

I'd say China Daily is pretty lame:
“Closer US, China ties in universities”
[China Daily link—July 18, 2014]
•

“The Chinese are more responsive to our culture than we are to theirs,” said [a student from
Chicago].

But the propagandists make a good point. The Chinese have been more responsive to us than we've been to
them.
Hey, as long as we're turning tables. . . .

1094.
All Treason Is Economic
July 19, 2014
If you don't think you'd enjoy “living” under Chinese rule, now is the time to do everything humanly
possible to avoid it.
Today's additional incentive:
“China shuts down 31 websites temporarily as crackdown on ‘rumour mongers’ continues”
[South China Morning Post—July 18, 2014]
•

•
•
•

Also shut down was the Beijing-based website for zhiqing or “sent-down youth” generations—the
Cultural Revolution campaign that saw millions of young city dwellers sent to the hinterlands to be
“re-educated by the peasants”.
The nation has the world's most sophisticated online censorship system.
It blocks many social media websites, such as Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and others, along with
many sites hosted in Taiwan and those of rights groups and some foreign media agencies.
Only yesterday, President Xi Jinping, gave a keynote speech to the Brazilian congress, during his
week-long visit to Latin America, in which he called for stricter management of the internet, Xinhua
reported.

Every penny we spend on Chinese goods and services supports the People's Republic of China, the Chinese
Communist Party, and the People's Liberation Army.
All treason is economic. This is why it used to be taken seriously.

1095.
Subtle Wisdom, Subtle Power
July 20, 2014
Why neglect the American economy if you want to live in the United States? Why nurture the Chinese
economy if you don't want to live in China?
If you don't want to live in China, why would you buy things made in China?
You do not want to live in China.
It can be profitable, after reading an article like this—including, of course, its reader comments—to ask and
answer whether your feelings have been changed.
Never underestimate the subtlety of power.
“Inside a Beijing Interrogation Room”
www.nytimes.com/2014/07/18/opinion/murong-xuecun-inside-a-beijing-interrogation-room.html
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Chinese writers like me often face difficult choices. What should we do when friends are arrested for
no good reason? Keep our mouths closed? Should we speak out in protest and risk being dragged
away to prison? Is it fair to our families and friends to risk rotting away in jail because we refuse to
shut up?
Two plain-clothed guobao officers showed up and took me into a small room. Shoe prints covered
the walls, and cigarette butts were scattered on the floor.
The officers wanted to go to my home to get the essay I had written for the Tiananmen
commemoration.
They finally agreed to let me go home alone to get the essay for them. But once at home I couldn't
find it: I had written it in an email message and my account was inaccessible because of the Great
Firewall.
I returned to the police station empty handed. The officers let me go after making a statement about
the inaccessible email, signing each page and affixing a fingerprint.
This was the first time I was questioned by the police. In the course of my seven-hour interrogation
the guobao officers were never ferocious. In fact, they were polite. In this respect, the Chinese
government has evolved to appear friendly, but in its heart of hearts it is still a dictatorial regime that
will never accommodate someone like me who disagrees with it.
But I was encouraged by all the support I received. While I was being questioned by the police, and
after my release, many people—friends and strangers—voiced their support for me online. Some
even vowed to surrender to the police, too.

Never underestimate the subtle power—or not—of a 3,000-year-old opponent.

1096.
Fightin’ Words
July 21, 2014
A nation is an economy. We wanted our own, so we broke away from England and adopted a Constitution
that (still) gives our government the power to protect American commercial interests and to discriminate
against danged foreigners.
On July 14, the World Trade Organization twice again ruled against the United States— against your family
and mine—in favor of Asian state-owned industry. Try to find some mention of this in the “American”
media.
Reuters actually printed:
“Trade diplomats said the two cases, both under scrutiny for nearly two years by the separate panels,
reflected a widespread concern in the 160-member WTO over what many see as illegal U.S. protection of its
own producers.”
Fightin' words, and you can see where all this is headed.
We don't need it. We don't need the WTO. We don't need a global economy—or anything else that makes a
living by deindustrializing and parceling out the United States of America.
We need to be self-sufficient—again.
We have the resources. We have the reasons.
“WTO rules against US on China state companies”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/6ae06806-0bbe-11e4-8693-00144feabdc0.html
•
•

•

•

•

The World Trade Organization has struck a blow to US efforts to challenge the role in global
commerce of state-owned companies in emerging economies. . . .
In decisions issued on Monday, a panel of WTO judges again ruled against the US in cases brought
by China and India that disputed the way Washington imposed "countervailing duties" against
alleged illegal subsidies by “public bodies”.
The US has tried for years to build a case against Chinese state-owned enterprises, saying these SOEs
benefit from both overt and hidden subsidies that unfairly lower their costs of production. It has
argued that those amount to government subsidies to China's exports, which are banned by the WTO.
The US push highlights the difficulties posed by the industrial structure of China and many other
developing countries for a global trading system built around the idea of corporations being clearly
separated from government.
In the Chinese case, three judges reaffirmed a 2011 judgment that set a narrow definition for what
could be considered a government entity. According to this ruling, state-owned companies could not

•

be simply considered “public bodies” because they were majority-owned by governments. Instead,
the panel said, the US had to prove that Chinese state-owned enterprises also performed “government
functions” or exercised “government authority”.
In a separate case before the trade body on Indian steel, judges cast aside Washington's argument that
supplies from state-owned iron ore and coal mines allowed Indian steel exporters to be treated as
public bodies.

In May alone, our goods deficit with India was $2.4 billion. Our goods deficit with China was $28.8 billion.
Still, danged foreigners are telling us we can't legally protect our own interests.
We've been here before.
And we've got the Constitution to show for it.

1097.
Three Good Pieces, And Then. . . .
July 22, 2014
Three good pieces, and then one written by an idiot:
“Quote Of Note”
www.manufacturingnews.com/cgi-bin/backissues/backissues.cgi?flag=show_toc&id_issue=373&id_title=1
•

“In the category of footwear, the United States imported 2.33 billion pairs of shoes in 2013, up from
2.28 billion pairs of shoes the year before. That is 7.5 pairs of shoes imported for every American.
In 2013, foreign workers made 6,372,704 pairs of shoes per day for Americans, or 265,529 pairs of
shoes per hour, 4,425 pairs of shoes per minute, and 73 pairs of shoes per second.” — From the
Commerce Department's Office of Textiles and Apparel

“Why Israel Needs Anti-Semitism”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/07/22/why-israel-needs-anti-semitism
•
•
•

Last December, the Israeli press announced a new three-year program designed to entice 42,000
French Jews to settle in Israel by 2017.
Israel has a vital need for anti-Semitism. The more there is, or seems to be, the better for Israel as the
only “safe haven” for threatened Jews.
It would be ironic indeed if fear of Muslim neighbors in Paris suburbs should lead French Jews to
move to a country totally surrounded by millions of hostile Muslim neighbors.

“Administration Flooded with 26,000 Comments Opposing Proposal to Disguise Offshoring of U.S.
Manufacturing: Broad Reclassification Plan Would Count iPhones Made in China as U.S. Exports;
Data Tricks Would Artificially Inflate U.S. Manufacturing Jobs, Deflate Manufacturing Trade
Deficits”
www.citizen.typepad.com/eyesontrade/2014/07/administration-flooded-with-26000-comments-opposingproposal-to-disguise-offshoring-of-us-manufactur.html
•

“These Orwellian data rebranding proposals would hide the damage wrought by past trade pacts like
the North American Free Trade Agreement, greasing the way for more-of-the-same, job-killing,
deficit-boosting trade deals,” said Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen's Global Trade Watch.

“We’re heading into a jobless future, no matter what the government does”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/innovations/wp/2014/07/21/were-heading-into-a-jobless-future-no-matterwhat-the-government-does

•

•
•

•

•

Within two decades, we will have almost unlimited energy, food, and clean water; advances in
medicine will allow us to live longer and healthier lives; robots will drive our cars, manufacture our
goods, and do our chores. There won't be much work for human beings.
The writing is clearly on the wall about what lies ahead. Yet even the most brilliant economists—and
futurists—don't know what to do about it.
Manufacturers who want to bring production back already complain that they can't find enough
skilled workers in the U.S. for their automated factories. Technology companies that write the
software also complain about the shortages of workers with the skills that they need.
The only solution that I see is a shrinking work week. We may perhaps be working for 10 to 20
hours a week instead of the 40 for which we do today. And with the prices of necessities and of what
we today consider luxury goods dropping exponentially, we may not need the entire population to be
working. There is surely a possibility for social unrest because of this; but we could also create the
utopian future we have long dreamed of, with a large part of humanity focused on creativity and
enlightenment.
Regardless, at best we have another 10 to 15 years in which there is a role for humans. The number
of available jobs will actually increase in the U.S. and Europe before it decreases. China is out of
time because it has a manufacturing-based economy, and those jobs are already disappearing.

In its own diabolical way, this article is a laugh riot. The Washington Post notes that author Vivek Wadhwa
is—better yet, look him up for yourself.
I will stand by my use of the word “idiot” to include anyone who trades in this level of deceit.

1098.
There’s Something Wrong With Me
July 23, 2014
This essay isn't about Nazis, but I can't think of a better way to begin.
If something defies logic, then maybe there's a reason. Nobody can solve an emotional puzzle with logic,
intellect.
(Haven't you ever loved a person you swore must be crazy?)
I've known lots of people who, when they were young children, and learning about themselves from old
children, learned and memorized this:
“There's something wrong with me.”
There you have it. They were wrong, of course, but there you have it anyway.
The shrinks might call it “low self-esteem” but it's our country's biggest problem. Every compulsion and
addiction—from overeating to serial murder—is rooted in this fundamental self-hatred.
Every exploitation and vulnerability, too. How often do we make a purchase decision—or otherwise socially
conform—to avoid the feeling, deeply subconscious, that “there's something wrong with me”?
A hundred years ago, the typical German household was not what we Americans would think of as kidfriendly. Humiliated German children grew into adult Nazis who saw themselves—their defective and
vulnerable childhood selves—in their Jewish victims. They symbolically exterminated their childhood
selves, and thus completed the work of their childhood authority figures.
I know too many self-hating Americans—mostly good people of low self-esteem—who see themselves in
their own children and grandchildren.
They are wrong, of course, but there you have it—and the reason their behavior defies logic.

1099.
Today’s Ho-Hum after Wednesday’s “There’s Something
Wrong With Me”
July 25, 2014
Scroll down—way down.*
“US chipmaker to be deemed monopoly”
[China Daily link—July 25, 2014]
•

•

•

The anti-monopoly law allows industry regulators to impose fines up to 10 percent of a company's
revenues in the previous year. Qualcomm earned $12.3 billion in China in its last fiscal year, which
ended in September. The sum represents nearly half of the company's global revenue.
On the same day the NDRC [National Development and Reform Commission] official said
Qualcomm would be deemed a monopoly, the company announced a $150 million investment project
aimed at Chinese startups.
Beijing has decided to gradually shake dependence on overseas made electronics. The State Council
introduced a fund last month in a bid to boost local chip innovation and manufacturing.

“How the Hammer Falls as China Nails Corruption”
[Caixin link—July 24, 2014]
•
•

•

•

•

No one knows for sure who might fall next, which makes the website—[Central Discipline Inspection
Commission]—a must for anyone following the anti-corruption crackdown.
The party's Central Committee has entrusted the CDIC, whose inspection team unit dates to 2003, to
follow an anti-graft strategy spelled out in a December 2013 document. Inspectors dig up evidence
of wrongdoing and report to superiors at the CDIC. Suspicious activity involving high-level officials
may be reported to the party's central leaders or even to Xi [Jinping], the party's general secretary.
At the state-run oil company China National Petroleum Corp. (CNPC) . . . sources said that highlevel managers are so worried about these investigations that they have drawn up a contingency plan
for filling any position left vacant after a CDIC inspection. As part of the plan, all mid- to upperlevel company managers must contact department heads daily. Anyone who does not report is
considered gone, and replaced the next day by a pre-approved successor.
Ren Jianming, a public management professor at Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics,
said the campaign “has been an important safeguard and has provided support for efforts to reform
the political and economic systems.” He called it “a breakthrough for reforming the political and
economic systems.” Over the past year, Ren said, the crackdown has proven to be a useful deterrent
against corruption.
“If this continues,” he said, “we can expect corruption will be under control.”

“BBC World Service Poll”
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/country-rating-poll.pdf
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Views of Russia have strongly deteriorated since last year, as shown in the latest 24-country poll . . .
conducted mostly before the events in Crimea.
The deterioration of views towards the USA is mostly led by sharp increases in negative views
among allies where extensive US surveillance activity has been discovered and widely criticized.
The most unfavorable views towards the USA in the survey are held in Pakistan (61%) and China
(59%).
Germany has kept its position as the most positively viewed country, with 60 percent worldwide
giving it positive ratings.
The UK is the country whose perceived influence in the world has most improved from 2005 to the
present.
Conversely, China's perceived influence has worsened the most over the same decade.
Germans have become increasingly negative towards China with 76 percent perceiving it negatively.
The most favourable views of China are found in Africa where no surveyed country has less than 65
percent of positive views.
Negative views of Japan are at their highest since 2006, and have hit a record high of 90 percent
among Chinese (up from 74%).
Iran remains the most unfavourably viewed country, with negative ratings of its perceived influence
averaging 60 percent, followed by Pakistan and North Korea (both 58%).
Israel continues to be the fourth most negatively viewed nation, despite an uptick of three points in its
positive ratings (24%) and a decline in its negative ratings to 50 percent (down 2 points) that
differentiates it from the other worst-rated nations.
Ghanians are the most favourable towards Israel in the survey (54%, up 10 points and at its highest
level), just ahead of the USA (52%).

“China’s Increasing African Presence”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/07/25/chinas-increasing-african-presence
•
•

•

•

It appears as if there is no official Chinese goal for taking over the continent, but their combined
presence is clearly intentional government “leverage” against the West.
Sadly, too many of them are condescending, outright racists. They typically arrive with more
education than the Africans around them and a determination to work very hard. By contrast, they
consider the locals more interested in having a good time than working and building up a business or
a farm. They consider the Africans stupid and have no compunction of taking advantage of them.
Here's the observation of a man in Mozambique, which pretty much sums up the entire perspective:
“I didn't think they [the Africans] were so clever, not so intelligent, and I was looking for an
opportunity based on my own capabilities. Can you imagine if I had gone to America or to Germany
first? The people in those [expletive deleted] places are too smart. I wouldn't have gotten anywhere.
I don't think I would have beaten them. So we had to find backward countries, poor countries that we
can lead, places where we can do business, where we can manage things successfully. If it was the
United States, with [expletive deleted] intelligent Americans, how could we compete?”
Variations of that quotation appear throughout the book. A Chinese man in Senegal says of his hosts,
“They just don't learn.” Worse, he states that African politicians are mostly clueless.

“China Turns To Africa For Resources, Jobs And Future Customers”
www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=316299135

•
•

•

•

More than a million Chinese citizens have permanently moved to Africa, buying land, starting
businesses and settling among local populations.
When crews broke ground on a major airport expansion in Mali funded by American foreign aid, the
$71 million contract went to a Chinese construction firm. That's one small measure of China's
economic engagement in Africa, where Chinese leaders see arable land and natural resources vital to
China's industrial expansion and markets for growing Chinese companies. Our guest, journalist
Howard French, says . . .
“The things they complain about in China run from just the sheer crowding of cities in China, to the
environment—rampant pollution in many places—to corruption. Corruption is something that many,
many of the people I interviewed complained about. They would often say to me, unprompted, that
African countries, which we often think of as being, you know, terribly corrupt, were less corrupt in
terms of the way they lived their daily lives than China itself.”
“And then finally something they sometimes were fleeing was a feature of Chinese capitalism that's
not widely understood in this country, which is the copycat nature of economic competition in
China. If I invent a gewgaw and begin to sort of manufacture it and sell it on a street corner and
somebody notices that it's doing good business, then, you know, in China, very often, it seems like a
week later, 10 people have copied that idea and are trying to sell the same gewgaw. Very often,
Chinese people would say to me that they were looking for places where there weren't so many
Chinese people, which I thought to be amusing.”

Think of all the reading I've just saved you.
Keep scrolling.
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1100.
Affronting Your Instincts, again There’s Something Wrong
With Me, and a Nice New Blurb
July 27, 2014
Again I'll recommend last Wednesday's “There's Something Wrong With Me” and paste a copy below.
Please read it and share it with everyone you love and everyone you hate.
If we want to be happy, etc.—first, we have to want to be happy, etc. This will be a good second step.
More later.
Today's affronts:
“China’s trade in services a new driving force for foreign trade”
[People's Daily link—July 25, 2014]
•
•
•

Over the first five months of this year, the growth rate of service exports [15.9 percent] exceeded
imports for the first time.
Since joining the WTO, China's service trade has expanded rapidly; its world ranking has climbed
from 13th in 2001 to third at the present.
Ministry of Commerce spokesman Yao Jian said that in the future, competition in world trade will be
reflected more in trade in services, which has become a new driving force for economic growth and a
focus of great power competition.

“Why is China increasing its US debt holdings?”
[People's Daily Overseas Edition link—July 25, 2014]
•

•

•

•

U.S. debt should be the largest component in our country's foreign exchange reserves, and this is
unlikely to change in the foreseeable future. It is decided by the U.S. position in the global financial
markets.
Mei [Yuxin, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation
under the Ministry of Commerce] also said the increased holdings of US debt also show investors are
optimistic about the U.S. economic recovery.
According to Xu Hongcai, an economist with the [Chinese Communist Party's] China Center for
International Economic Exchanges, since the second half of last year, the U.S. economy has
experienced a relatively strong recovery, and as a whole, the situation of the U.S. fiscal balance has
improved. In addition, structural reforms have achieved some positive results. An increase in
holdings of U.S. debt at this time shows investors' confidence in the U.S. economic recovery.
Whether we should increase or decrease US debt holdings in the future will depend on the rate of
return, according to Mei.

•

•

On the premise of protecting safety and liquidity, foreign exchange reserves management should
strive to improve the return on investment. More foreign exchange reserves should be directed to
support the development of China's economic entities, local governments, and enterprises “going
global”, and actively participate in foreign direct investment.
Experts said that under the current context of weak global economic recovery, to protect its foreign
exchange reserves against the risk of depreciation China needs to carry out reform of its industrial
structure, trade policy and exchange rate policy. In particular, China should adjust its unbalanced
industrial structure in order to achieve balanced foreign trade and financial items as soon as possible.

“1 pct of Chinese own one-third of national wealth: report”
[Xinhua link—July 26, 2014]
•
•

•

Chinese households on average had a net worth of 439,000 yuan (about 71,000 U.S. dollars) in 2012,
up 17 percent from the 2010 level.
Income inequality rose rapidly during the period, the [Peking University] report said, as the top one
percent of Chinese households held more than one-third of the nation's wealth, while 25 percent of
households at the bottom owned only 1 percent of the country's property value.
The report showed about 74.7 percent of Chinese household wealth came from owning real estate.

“Military exercises cause major flight delays in China as PLA carries out live fire drills”
[SCMP link—July 27, 2014]
•

•

Military experts said the drills were intended to signal China's tough stance towards Japan and its
ally, the United States, and were timed to coincide with the 120th anniversary of the first SinoJapanese war.
Air travellers can expect little relief from the delays, with the live-fire drills—which started last
Sunday—due to continue in waters off the east coast until August 15.

“RIMPAC 2014: Participating Forces”
www.cpf.navy.mil/rimpac/2014/participants
•

Twenty-two nations, 49 surface ships, 6 submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel
will participate. Units from . . . Japan . . . the People's Republic of China . . . and the United States
will participate. RIMPAC is a unique training opportunity that helps participants foster and sustain
cooperative relationships that are critical to ensuring the safety of sea lanes and security on the
world's oceans.

“Obama’s Russia Sanctions: Corporate America Has Much More To Lose Than Washington
Realizes”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/07/27/obamas-russia-sanctions-heres-a-hidden-reason-whythey-will-slit-corporate-americas-throat
•

Largely overlooked by the American press, Japanese officials could hardly be less sympathetic to the
Obama administration's Russia policy. This is in part because the current crisis catches Japan at a
particularly inopportune moment. The fact is that by far Japan's single most important territorial
dispute—vastly more important than its dispute with China over the Senkaku Islands—is a dispute

with Russia over the Kuril Islands. Two of these, with an estimated combined population of about
15,000, were previously part of Japan but were captured by the Soviet Union in 1945. All the
evidence is that Japanese officials have been quietly negotiating with Moscow for nearly a generation
and, before the Ukraine crisis intruded, had come close to a deal for the islands' return to Japanese
sovereignty.
This new blurb:
“Bob Hall is an American patriot with a broad vision that sees what the experts overlook. He
challenges the conventional wisdom and exposes its false assumptions with deep insight and wisdom.”
— Clyde Prestowitz, writer on global affairs and president of the Economic Strategy Institute
Will appear on page 2 of my compendium, which is always free for the asking, so please don't hesitate to
ask.
If you don't believe a book can be worth more than its cover price—well, let's just say you've come to the
right place.

1101.
99 44/100% Big Fat Lies
July 28, 2014
99.44% of everything we read or hear about the economy is not about the economy. It's about the money
business.
“Economy experts selling their time, / But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?” went the song.
The money business—the fictitious economy—is the business of illusion—part larceny and part laziness—to
postpone the laws of science.
Real wealth—farms, factories, natural resources—is difficult work. But somebody has to do it. People in
the money business will tell you this is unnecessary. What they won't tell you is that the money business
skims, transfers, and embellishes the wealth created by farms, factories, and natural resources; and that an
illusion, by definition, requires an audience.
We can well afford to—we are well advised—to dismiss 99.44% of what we read or hear about the
economy. It's about—and it's for—the money business.
Moving along, today's Baby Step will be:
If we want to do something—first, we have to believe it can be done.
If you think about it, this should be more than enough for one day, and “There's Something Wrong With Me”
will be pasted below.
I'd wanted to include some useful news items, but all I've seen are more big/fat/lies/slash/weapons/of/war
from the PRC/CCP/PLA, many to embellish yesterday's big/fat/lies/slash/weapons/of/war from the
PRC/CCP/PLA.
These people are not good people. They're not our friends and they don't wish us well.
Nobody who wishes the laws of science upon our children can possibly wish us well.

1102.
This Step is Like a Step and a Half
July 29, 2014
Stay away from sick people.
To review, thus far:
1.
2.
3.
4.

“There's Something Wrong With Me” is pasted below.
To be happy, etc.—we have to want to be happy, etc.
To do something—we have to believe it can be done.
Stay away from sick people—we have to, for the sake of #2 and #3 (thus far).

More, I hope, next time.
Now some interesting links:
“Housing Vacancies and Homeownership”
www.census.gov/housing/hvs
•

Homeownership Rate: 64.7%—the lowest since 1995 [—however, this is not necessarily a bad thing
if we're not paying rent to foreign landlords; however. . . .]

“Dollar Tree Bids for Family Dollar to Help Compete With Big Retailers”
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2014/07/28/dollar-tree-to-buy-family-dollar-for-8-5-billion
•

At a time when unemployment benefits claims are falling and the stock market is soaring, one might
expect stores selling household goods for $1 to fall out of favor. Yet sales have climbed at such
retailers in recent years as lower-income Americans continue to seek out bargains.

“The Right’s Israel Turn”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-rights-israel-turn
•

A more politically important side of this story concerns Pat Buchanan, not a colleague of Buckley's at
NR but America's most prominent media conservative in the 1980s. Buchanan had begun to reevaluate his views of Israel, which had once been very warm.

This last piece, I thought, would be a good one to support what Buchanan has been doing (wisely) about
Russia.

1103.
Be Part of the Solution
July 30, 2014
Be part of the solution, not the problem.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

“There's Something Wrong With Me”
To be happy, etc.—we have to want to be happy, etc.
To do something—we have to believe it can be done.
Stay away from sick people.
Be part of the solution, not the problem.

There's a natural progression here. Feel free to reverse it—or to repeat #4.
Now to the news, beginning with the predictable.
On June 26, I wrote:
•

“The First Quarter contraction was bad enough that the Second Quarter almost has to show some
growth. This will be good to remember when you can't find Recession or Depression in the
‘Glossary,’ above, and the government says our economy is not in Recession or Depression.”

Et voilà:
“Gross Domestic Product: Second Quarter 2014 (Advance Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2014/pdf/gdp2q14_adv.pdf
•

Real gross domestic product—the output of goods and services produced by labor and property
located in the United States—increased at an annual rate of 4.0 percent in the second quarter of 2014,
according to the “advance” estimate released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis. In the first
quarter, real GDP decreased 2.1 percent (revised).

A Second Quarter contraction would mean we're in “official” recession. Funny, how some things can work
out.
Moving along:
“(What’s Left of) Our Economy: Beneath the Bullish GDP Report, a Worsening U.S. Trade Disaster
Area”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/07/30/whats-left-of-our-economy-beneath-the-bullish-gdp-report-aworsening-u-s-trade-disaster-area

•

•

The new GDP data reveal that the trade debacle reported in the previous estimate for the first quarter
was even worse than expected, with the annualized real trade deficit rising not to $441.1 billion on an
annualized basis, but to $447.2 billion.
The widening of the U.S. trade deficit from $366.3 billion in the second quarter of 2009 means that
worsening trade flows have reduced the American economy's cumulative growth during the current
economic recovery by 6.38 percent. Worse, nearly all this damage has come in the private sector.

“Microsoft Ties with Gov’t on Rocks as Offices in Four Cities Raided”
[Caixin link—July 30, 2014]
•

Officials from the country's copyright authority asked Microsoft in late 2013 to set prices according
to China's situation, improve its services and consider the interests of the country's users of its
software.

“The EU’s New Russia Sanctions Look Tough, But How Rigorously Will They Be Enforced?”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/07/29/the-eus-new-russia-sanctions-look-tough-but-howrigorously-will-they-be-enforced
•
•

While few in Washington understand the significance of this, everybody at top level in Germany
does: Japan will force Germany's hand in undermining the sanctions.
Even during America's long stand-off with the Soviet Union during the Cold War, Japan was never a
completely reliable ally. This became notably apparent in the Toshiba Machine affair, in which
Japan was revealed to have supplied highly sophisticated milling equipment that enabled the Soviets
to render their submarines almost impossible for the U.S. Navy to track. On some estimates that
breach of security cost the United States many billions. Tokyo never administered more than a slap
on the wrist to relevant Toshiba executives. Japanese executives are rarely punished for boosting
their nation's exports.

“United States Commission on International Religious Freedom — Annual Report 2014”
www.uscirf.gov
•

Based on these systematic, egregious, ongoing abuses, USCIRF again recommends that China be
designated as a “country of particular concern,” or CPC, in 2014. The State Department has
designated China as a CPC since 1999.

Predictably,
“There's Something Wrong With Me” will be pasted below.

1104.
Use The Internet—Hard—As A Weapon
August 1, 2014
I'd had a message in mind for today. Then I saw a bunch of articles about the American middle class losing
wealth in recent decades. Not one article said one real thing about the American middle class losing wealth
in recent decades—ten trillion dollars in trade deficits alone—so I'm going back to my original message and
I'll do my best to deliver it.
The Internet, like Gutenberg's printing press, is a powerful new weapon for someone who can use it to
communicate. Everyday people—middle-class Americans—need to communicate, hard, or they risk losing
more than wealth to the people who carry their information.
E-mails and websites are easy to suppress. Ideas that threaten the powers—a power like the Chinese
Communist Party, for example, that manufactures our electronics—are routinely redirected, contained, and
upstaged by cute little animal videos.
What we think of as news is mostly advertising—so most of what we know, we learn from advertisers.
Those articles about the American middle class losing wealth in recent decades were sponsored, directly or
indirectly, by the fictitious economy. The real numbers from the real economy would paint a bleaker picture,
of course, but the remedy would have to be real, too.
There is no budget for truth.
Please use the Internet—hard—as a weapon to communicate every vitally important American idea you
possibly can. Let's give the censors something to really censor. If only ten percent of our messages make it
through to the other side—well, then we'll know where we stand and what we have to do about it.
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1105.
July Jobs Down -1,110,000
August 1, 2014
“Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 209,000 in July, and the unemployment rate was little
changed at 6.2 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.”
You just can't make this stuff up. They can, but you just can't.
“The Employment Situation—July 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
Seasonally Adjusted Claims vs. (Not Seasonally Adjusted Data)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm jobs: up +209,000 (down -1,110,000)
Manufacturing: up +28,000 (up +6,000)
Durable goods: up +30,000 (down -4,000)
Food manufacturing: down -3,600 (up +11,100)
Chemicals: up +300 (up +1,400)
Wholesale trade: up +2,700 (down -3,100)
Clothing and clothing accessories stores: up +6,900 (up +32,300)
Financial activities: up +7,000 (up +25,000)
Temporary help services: up +8,500 (down -33,600)
Health care and social assistance: up +25,500 (down -24,900)
Amusements, gambling, and recreation: up +3,100 (up +55,800)
Local government, excluding education: up +10,200 (up +73,700)

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

U-3 unemployment rate: 6.5%—up from 6.2%
U-6 unemployment rate: 12.6%—up from 12.4%
Not in Labor Force: down -366,000
Civilian Labor Force: up +576,000

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” is pasted below—and I'm still running for President.

1106.
A Guy Walks Into a Clinton. . . .
August 2, 2014
I can't improve on these two articles except to juxtapose them.
But first a quick story about another guy who just told me: “I've always hated the banks but I've finally
decided they're not the problem. They're a symptom. How else are they supposed to make money? This
economy hasn't given them any choice. Things will get worse and the banks will keep reacting. Who
wouldn't do the same thing? I would. And I hate the banks.”
Two articles:
“President of Russia: Unveiling of a monument to World War I heroes”
www.eng.kremlin.ru/news/22756
“There is a need for large-scale educational work and serious archival research.” — Vladimir Putin
•

“This tragedy reminds us what happens when aggression, selfishness and the unbridled ambitions of
national leaders and political establishments push common sense aside, so that instead of preserving
the world's most prosperous continent, Europe, they lead it towards danger. It is worth remembering
this today. World history gives us so many examples of what a terrible price we pay for refusing to
listen to each other, or for trampling on others' rights and freedoms and lawful interests in the name
of our own interests and ambitions. It would be good if we could learn to open our eyes and to
calculate at least a step ahead. It is long since time that humanity learned and accepted the single
great truth that violence breeds violence. The road to peace and prosperity is built out of goodwill,
dialogue, and the memory of our past wars, the people who started them and why. This monument to
the heroes of World War I is not just a mark of tribute to their feats but is also a warning and
reminder to us all of our world's fragility. It is our duty to look after peace and remember that the
most precious thing on earth is peaceful, calm and stable life.”

“Down and Out With Hillary Clinton”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/08/01/down-and-out-with-hillary-clinton
“We came out of the White House not only dead broke, but in debt.” — Hillary Clinton
•

One might call the Clintons' economic odyssey an American morality tale. It is the story of how a
besieged family, staggered by the loss of a home, suddenly without an income and pursued by
creditors, can pull themselves up from the gutter through persistence, hard work and a goal-oriented
plan for success. This exemplary narrative of self-salvation must have confirmed in HRC's mind the
righteousness of her decision in 1996 to run interference for Bill's drive to demolish the federal
welfare system. In that fateful season, Hillary assiduously lobbied liberal groups, including her old

outfit the Children's Defense Fund, to embrace the transformative power of austerity for poor women
and children.
Please see my compendium for more about 1996: Clinton's campaign $ millions from China and Clinton's
deindustrialization of America.

1107.
The Moral of the Story
August 3, 2014
In 2001, China, with our backing, finally got into the World Trade Organization. Since 2001, we've lost $3
trillion—in trade deficits alone!—to China and China's GDP has multiplied sevenfold.
I've long said that China must have been blackmailing Bill Clinton. What else would explain his behavior?
“Rising China’s Hidden Edge: ‘Flexible’ Law Enforcement”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/08/03/rising-chinas-hidden-edge-flexible-law-enforcement
•

While we should reserve judgment on who did what to whom in this case, it is past time we
considered the question of the Chinese market's “special” problems. Not to put too fine a point on it,
China is one of the world's most corrupt major economies. As rated by Berlin-based Transparency
International, it ranked a lowly 80 in the league table of the world's cleanest economies in 2013. By
comparison the United States ranked a decent 19, and the United Kingdom, where GSK is based, an
exemplary 14.

“How a secret sex tape plunged British drugs giant Glaxo into a £90million bribery probe”
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2673963/How-secret-sex-tape-plunged-British-drugs-giant-Glaxo90million-bribery-probe.html
•

The video of married Mark Reilly and his [Chinese] girlfriend was filmed by secret camera and
emailed anonymously to board members of the pharmaceutical firm. It led to an investigation that
has rocked the £76billion company—which stands accused of bribing doctors and other health
officials in China with £320million of gifts, including sexual favours from prostitutes, to persuade
them to prescribe its drugs.

The moral of the story is.

1108.
The future decided at the giant weasels’ store—
August 4, 2014
“And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.”
Proceed carefully. If you're looking for an excuse to spend money at Walmart, you won't find it here.
(Take “My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith”—FFC #1063 of June 21, 2014—now available in a special
PDF for wide distribution.)
“Walmart Corporate”
www.corporate.walmart.com
•
•
•

•

“According to data from our suppliers, items that are made here, sourced here, or grown here already
account for about two-thirds of what we spend to buy products at Walmart U.S.”
“By making production more affordable and feasible in the United States, we can bring our
customers more U.S.-made products and manufacturers can create more jobs in America.”
“In January 2013, Walmart committed to American renewal by announcing it intends to help boost
job creation and U.S. manufacturing through buying an additional $50 billion in U.S. products over
the next 10 years. To help put this in perspective— over the next decade, when you add up what we
spend each year, we our pledge is to buy an additional $250 billion in American products. That
means that by 2023, we will sell 15 percent more U.S. products than we do today.” [Sic.]
For the fiscal year ended January 2014, Walmart increased net sales by 1.4% to $473 billion.

“Can Neighborhood Market Stores Save Walmart?”
www.fool.com/investing/general/2014/08/03/can-neighborhood-market-stores-save-walmart.aspx
•
•

The biggest grocer in the country is . . . Wal-Mart! And it's not even close. Fifty-six percent of the
revenue generated at U.S. Walmart and Sam's Club stores came from the grocery segment.
With Supercenter store sales falling quarter after quarter, management is looking for a concept that
can grow. Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market certainly has that opportunity, but the company would
have to take a significant share from dollar, drug, and grocery stores without cannibalizing its own
business for the concept to be a success.

“Walmart’s Big Push to Go Small—and Destroy Your Neighborhood Dollar Store”
http://business.time.com/2014/02/24/walmarts-big-push-to-go-small-and-destroy-your-neighborhood-dollarstore
•

Walmart blamed cuts in food stamp benefits, rising payroll taxes, and unemployment as reasons its
core (low-income) shoppers were cutting back on their regular trips to Walmart supercenters and

•

stock up on groceries, clothing, and other wants and needs. Instead of large, once-a-week shopping
excursions, pinched consumers have been more inclined to periodically pick up just a few essentials
in stores in their neighborhoods—supermarkets, drugstores, and, perhaps most importantly, dollar
stores.
Both compete primarily based on low prices, and the main way Family Dollar, Dollar General, and
Dollar Tree have been able to steal business away from Walmart has been offering more convenient
locations.

“Walmart Is Giving Priority to U.S. Manufacturers Who Hire American Workers; CEO Bill Simon
Says Reviving Industry Is Essential For Walmart’s Success”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/Walmart-Gives-Priority-To-U.S.-Manufacturers-073141.html
•

•
•
•

Without manufacturing, Walmart does not have enough customers. The service economy is not
generating enough wealth, say Walmart executives. Movie theaters and restaurants cannot sustain a
local economy when everyone has a job working at movie theaters and restaurants and can't afford to
see movies or eat at restaurants.
The Walmart executives describing the Buy American initiative were consistent in describing the
number-one attribute Walmart is looking for in a U.S producer: competitive pricing.
[Walmart chief merchandising and marketing officer Duncan] Mac Naughton was more specific:
“We have to win and we will win on price.”
He said Walmart buyers are “respectfully real” with U.S. manufacturers: “If your offer is not
competitive, we will tell you. We will coach you. We will work together to make it more
competitive.”

“The fundamental requirement of a statesman is the ability to recognize the difference between a friend and
an enemy. This should be the fundamental requirement of a citizen, as well.” — FFC #102 of January 21,
2011
—
[Transcript: “Christians at Walmart, Men in America”]

1109.
Elizabeth Warren? Paul Krugman? Are You Serious?
August 5, 2014
At the moment, I'm not sure who's more dangerous: Elizabeth Warren or Paul Krugman. I'll start with
Krugman.
He's a bank lobbyist—for cryin' out loud—and his “Nobel Prize” in Economics came from the Bank of
Sweden.
Etc. Sheesh. Get a clue.
Much as I admire Pam Martens and Wall Street On Parade, we all desperately need to stop chasing these
symptoms and distractions.
“Paul Krugman Just Made the Worst Call of His Career”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2014/08/paul-krugman-just-made-the-worst-call-of-his-career
•

Krugman cannot be forgiven for his latest missive, however. There is simply too much at stake for
our nation to allow Krugman's misguided musings to stand. Krugman starts off with the subtitle
“Dodd-Frank Financial Reform Is Working” and ends with this stunning pronouncement: “For all its
limitations, financial reform is a success story.”

(Etc. Sheesh. He's a bank lobbyist, for cryin' out loud.)
Another person busy ranting at “the banks”—and thus pandering to angry villagers and undereducated
voters—is Elizabeth Warren.
But wouldn't she be a blessing after, say, Hillary Clinton?
Think again. This is show business.
Elizabeth Warren (and her partners and her sponsors) spent $42 million to buy a Massachusetts seat in the
U.S. Senate—more than anyone ever before in all of history—and most of the money came from outside
Massachusetts.
By campaign contributions (calculated investments in politicians), her #1 industry was Lawyers & Lobbyists,
#2 was Finance, Insurance & Real Estate; and #3 was Communications/Electronics.
Think about this, and then—especially if you think “Communications/Electronics” isn't as scary as K Street
or Wall Street—think again.
And, yes, Elizabeth Warren did endorse Janet Yellen for the Federal Reserve and Yellen's husband also has a
PhD from MIT and a “Nobel Prize” in Economics from the Bank of Sweden.

Sound familiar? Creepy?
Harvard law professor Elizabeth Warren is yet another symptom—or meta-symptom—of
deindustrialization.
When and if she runs for President, try asking her where money really comes from. She won't have a clue.
Not a clue.
But a qualified candidate or public servant would have a clue. A real economy based on real industry and
real wealth production could pay for everything we need—including real college education.
Elizabeth Warren rails against her own club members and recommends lower interest rates for student loans.
We're being told she's good for our country, somehow, and pay no attention to that man behind the curtain.

1110.
June U.S. Business Losses to the Chinese Communist Party:
$11,596.45 — Per Second
August 6, 2014
“Think about it. Traitorous American retailers serving as (temporary) middlemen for the People's Republic
of China operate by taking their cut and turning the rest of your money over to the People's Republic of
China.” — FFC #1091, “Christians at Walmart, Men in America”
Deindustrialization and Death:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—June 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•

“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $41.5 billion in June from
$44.7 billion in May (revised), as exports increased and imports decreased.”

“U.S. Trade in Goods, NOT Seasonally Adjusted, Total Census Basis”
•
•
•
•
•

Total Exports: up +0.1 of 1 percent from May
Total Imports: down -1.4 percent from May
Imports of Energy-Related Petroleum Products, Including Crude Oil: down -4.9 percent from May
Deficit: down -4.8 percent to $58,875,000,000
Deficit with China: up +4.5 percent to +30,058,000,000—51 percent of our total—$11,596.45 per
second

The reader is respectfully encouraged to compare the trade, GDP, and unemployment reports.
The reader is respectfully encouraged.

1111.
Support The Life You Live In
August 7, 2014
Support the life you live in.
This is another way of saying that unless you live in [. . .], supporting [. . .] by spending your money on [. .
.]-made goods and services is not a good idea.
“Support The Life You Live In” is easy to remember, however, and makes a nice refrigerator magnet or
tattoo.
“China plans establishment of Christian theology”
[China Daily link—August 7, 2014]
•

•

China will continue to promote the development of Christian theology and establish a Chinese
Christian theology, a top religious affairs official said on Tuesday. “Over the past decades, the
Protestant churches in China have developed very quickly with the implementation of the country's
religious policy. In the future, we will continue to boost the development of Christianity in China,”
said Wang Zuoan, director of the State Administration for Religious Affairs. Wang said Chinese
Christian theology should be compatible with the country's path of socialism. “The construction of
Chinese Christian theology should adapt to China's national condition and integrate with Chinese
culture,” Wang said at a seminar on the Sinicization of Christianity in Shanghai.
A five-year campaign to promote Christian theology in China, launched in 2013, will provide
theological guidance for church rostrums in China and will promote the positive and correct
ideological thinking with a range of publications, exchanges, discussions and evangelism. The
theological exchange campaign encourages more pastors, priests, believers and church volunteers to
extract morals that are in line with the trend of the times from the Bible and other religious doctrines,
said Gu Mengfei, deputy secretary-general of the National Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement of the Protestant Churches in China. “This will encourage more believers to make
contributions to the country's harmonious social progress, cultural prosperity and economic
development,” Gu said.

“China regulates instant messaging services”
[Xinhua link—August 7, 2014]
•

Users shall abide by laws and regulations, the socialist system, national interests, the legitimate rights
and interests of citizens, public order, social morality and ensure the authenticity of the information
they provide, the regulation states. Meanwhile, providers of instant messaging services shall be
responsible for their safe operations, protection of users' personal information and citizens' privacy,
be subject to public supervision and handle illegal information in a timely manner.

“China to Form Two Rare Earth Metals Conglomerates”
[Caixin link—August 7, 2014]
•

•

•

•

China's government has approved the creation of two regional monopolies in the rare earth metals
industry. The mergers, to take place by the end of this year, are the latest example of state-driven
consolidation in the industry.
China has nearly 40 percent of the world's reserves of rare earth metals, but meets about 90 percent of
global demand. The 17 elements are used in industrial, military and high-tech products, such as
smartphones, wind turbines, hybrid-car batteries and laser-guided weapons. Other countries have
been stepping up production in recent years to lessen dependence on Chinese production. China has
tightened its exports using a quota policy, arguing that the restrictions are for environmental
protection reasons.
The two groups, one in the north and one in the south, will implement the government's quantitycontrol plan for rare earth mining, an industry source said. The move will help the country maintain
its pricing power for rare earth products because it might stop its export quota policy after the WTO
ruling, an industry source told China News Service.
In July, the industry ministry and the Ministry of Finance put forward a plan to provide capital
support for the industry, with policies such as offering rewards to companies that pass environmental
examinations. The government is also setting up a rare earth metals reserve plan, with a scale
expected to exceed 10,000 tons. Under the plan, the purchase price would be higher than the market
price, and the added demand could stimulate the market, the China Securities Journal quoted an
industry source as saying.

For the month of June 2014, our United States lost $11,596.45 per second in “trade” with the
PRC/CCP/PLA. The People's Republic of China, Chinese Communist Party, and People's Liberation Army
are all three one and the same.
Support the life you live in.
Support the economy, the country, and the place you live in.

1112.
There’s Something Wrong With Me — Fear-Fallen Children
#1098 of July 23, 2014
August 8, 2014
Attached

1113.
Crack Is Only Eight Dollars, Food Costs Ten
August 9, 2014
Important:
•
•

Be part of the solution, not the problem.
Support the economy, the country, and the place you live in.

If we “can only afford to shop at Walmart”—that is, to buy cheap imported goods—it is because we have
shopped at Walmart—that is, we have starved and sickened our own real economy.
The more we buy imports—any imports—the more we can only buy—access or afford—cheap imports.
I hear this from people every day:
“Crack cocaine costs nine dollars. Real food costs ten dollars. I can only afford to buy crack cocaine.”
It can be practical to understand the difference between “cause” and “effect.”
Here are some links for you. Because economics is—or it could be—the social science of absolutely
everything:
“Mother Freedom”
www.motherfreedom.com
•

When legendary author Herman Melville set out to begin the novel that would eventually become
“Moby Dick,” he drew upon his years on a whaling ship, a ship known as the Acushnet that started its
journey from the port of New Bedford in 1841. Five years later, the city opened its first
manufacturing mill for cotton cloth in 1846, and by 1920, New Bedford had built a workforce of
nearly 50,000 highly-skilled craftsmen. The quality and quantity of the production of fine goods
through New Bedford's past was the ultimate draw when we began looking for the birthplace of
MOTHER FREEDOM. At the core of New Bedford's manufacturing is a community of Portuguese
sewers whose expertise and skill, passed down through generations, has enabled MOTHER
FREEDOM to call New Bedford home. We take great pride in New Bedford and its surroundings, as
have former residents such as Herman Melville and noted freedom fighter Frederick Douglass. The
city, its people, and rich textile history have all been driving inspirations during the development of
our product.

“The War Photo No One Would Publish”
www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/08/the-war-photo-no-one-would-publish/375762

•
•

“If we're big enough to fight a war, we should be big enough to look at it.”
The scenes . . . were also invisible to viewers in the United States, despite the rise of 24-hour
reporting during the conflict. Gulf War television coverage, as Ken Burns wrote at the time, felt
cinematic and often sensational, with “distracting theatrics” and “pounding new theme music,” as if
“the war itself might be a wholly owned subsidiary of television.”

War is a wholly owned subsidiary of television. Television is a wholly owned subsidiary of war. Both are
wholly owned subsidiaries of something else.
Never in history has a war been more destructive than this post-war World War against the U.S. economy.
Never in history has a war recruited so many traitors.

1114.
Let’s Kill All The Bankers?
August 10, 2014
The first thing we do, let's kill all the bankers?
OK, maybe it's not the worst idea, but how is this supposed to help us if we just keep buying stuff from
China? We need industry. By producing and consuming our own goods, we can generate enough new
wealth to pay for everything we need.
We need a healthy, well-educated, and happily prosperous workforce to create new wealth and to compete in
the Asian century.
How is this a bad idea?
“When Pornography Pays for College”
www.chronicle.com/article/When-Pornography-Pays-for/147987
•

•

•

When Weeks giggles, Jimmy says something like, I hate your giggle. A male porn actor joins
Weeks. She is slapped, spit on, choked, called fat, made fun of for scars on her thighs from where
she cut herself a few years earlier, and forced to have sex. Her eyes roll back in her head. She gags.
She weeps. She begs the guy to stop, and he doesn't. Off-camera, Jimmy says he can see the misery
in her eyes, which is, he says, what she said she liked seeing in other porn actors' faces.
So many students have turned to sex work that it has become a kind of a joke. But [Weeks] is
something new: a face of what you might call fourth-wave feminism, a generation of angry young
women who have come of age in a pornified, financially devastated century.
Weeks's essay in Time last month, about the prohibitive cost of college, written a few days after she
learned that Duke had cut off her financial aid (she most likely earns too much to be considered for
grants and loans), supposedly announced her seriousness as a pundit. But her ideas are confused, and
not just because she takes the libertarian point of view that colleges should stop borrowing from the
government. Like Howard Roark in The Fountainhead (which a fan sent her after her essay
appeared), she seems to argue that education should be for the privileged few. “Not every child
should go to college,” she writes, apparently forgetting that she has distorted her life for the right to
do just that.

We can do better than this.
We are better than this.

1115.
My Titles Can Be Quirky
August 11, 2014
Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world communism?
Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist.*
“George Will’s Breathtaking Ignorance on Immigration and Trade”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/08/11/whats-left-of-our-economy-george-wills-breathtakingignorance-on-immigration-and-trade
•

How can any democratic political system perform adequately if so many of its designated watchdogs
are such unmistakable know-nothings?

“Koch Brothers Reach Out To Hispanics”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/koch-brothers-reach-out-hispanics
•

Enter the Libre Initiative, an organization that has collected millions from the Kochs' political
network.

“China in Africa: how Sam Pa became the middleman”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/308a133a-1db8-11e4-b927-00144feabdc0.html
•

•

The group is in business with BP, Total and the commodity trader Glencore; it boasts interests
stretching from Indonesian gas and oil-refining in Dubai to luxury apartments in Singapore and a
fleet of Airbus jets; it is active in North Korea and Russia. It comprises a web of private and offshore
companies underpinning two main enterprises: China Sonangol, which is principally an oil company
(although it also owns the former JPMorgan building opposite the New York Stock Exchange on
Wall Street) and China International Fund, an infrastructure and mining arm, whose flag flies above
the entrance to Luanda's golden skyscraper. To resource industry insiders who have encountered it,
Pa's multinational operation is both a “ghost” and “a heck of an empire.”
According to a person who has been close to African intelligence agencies and arms dealers for years
and who asked not to be identified, Pa was working for the external branch of Chinese intelligence as
early as the 1980s. This person recalls encountering Pa during this period, while he was operating
under another name. “All his life he's worked in Chinese intelligence,” this person says. “Sam is a
big player in arms in Africa. Oil, diamonds and weapons go together. Everyone who was in
intelligence at that time, they went into business.”

“Audi faces colossal fines for monopoly”
[China Daily link—August 8, 2014]
•

Li Pumin, spokesman for the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), said
yesterday that the Chrysler investigation launched by the Shanghai Municipal Development and
Reform Commission and the Audi probe conducted by the Hubei Province Price Bureau are drawing
to an end. The two multinational carmakers were found to be pursuing monopolistic practices and
will be punished, according to Li.

“China’s anti-monopoly policy benefits all market players”
[Xinhua link—August 11, 2014]
•

•

China's market regulator launched separate anti-monopoly probes into foreign businesses a few
months ago and announced on Wednesday that it would punish giants including Microsoft Corp.,
Apple, Chrysler and Audi for their monopolistic practices.
China is a late starter in terms of anti-monopoly. It launched the law as it is the inexorable
requirements for a socialist market economy. But China is rapidly reaching the world day by day and
a fairer, more competitive and orderly market must be formed eventually, they believe.

*See:
Fear-Fallen Children: “Dollar to the Giant” Chronicles & Comments June 2008 to Date notably
resisting America’s Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender
—and be part of the solution.
Stay away from sick people.

1116.
Deindustrialization—Suicide—Colonization—Genocide
August 12, 2014
Washington in 1796:
•

“Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the
jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake.”

Beijing in 1999:
•

“. . . the world's number one debtor nation, a country which relies on the inflow of foreign capital to
support its economic prosperity, the United States, would definitely have . . . heavy economic losses.
Such an outcome would certainly be better than a military strike.”

Washington in 1796:
•

“There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is
an illusion, which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.”

2014:
“China looks to the US for low-end manufacturing”
[SCMP link—August 11, 2014]
•

Rising labour costs have led mainland suppliers to set up manufacturing in America. Chinese
investment in the United States manufacturing sector is speeding up as the mainland's cost advantage
has been eroded, given increasingly abundant energy resources from the shale oil boom in the US.

“U.S. Net International Investment Position”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/intinv/2014/pdf/intinv114.pdf
•

The U.S. net international investment position at the end of the first quarter of 2014 was -$5,539.3
billion (preliminary) as the value of U.S. liabilities exceeded the value of U.S. assets.

“China to raise natural gas prices”
[Xinhua link—August 12, 2014]
•

China will raise the wholesale price of natural gas for non-residential use by 20.5 percent from Sept.
1, the second step in overall energy price reform.

“Automakers lower prices following monopoly concerns”
[China Daily link—July 29, 2014]
•

“Cutting prices is a business act, and the government welcomes it. Price cutting is one of their
remedial measures. If they lower the prices to a reasonable level, that means they are sincere.” — Xu
Kunlin, director of the Bureau of Price Supervision and Anti-Monopoly under the National
Development and Reform Commission

“Chinese company Shandong Yuhuang Chemical to build $1.85 billion complex in St. James Parish”
www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2014/07/chinese_company_yuhuang_chemic.html
•

Most of the methanol will be shipped by ocean vessel to China for use in Shandong Yuhuang's other
chemical operations, the company said. About 20 to 30 percent will be sold to North American
customers and shipped by river barge and rail.

“China’s Shandong Tranlin to invest $2 bln in U.S. plant”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/18/usa-shandongtranlin-paper-idUSL2N0OZ0PA20140618
•

China's Shandong Tranlin Paper Co Ltd will invest $2 billion in a paper and fertilizer plant in
Virginia.

“PotashCorp Markets & Industries, Fertilizer, China”
www.potashcorp.com/investors/markets_industries/fertilizer
•
•
•
•

China uses more fertilizer than any other country accounting for approximately 30 percent of world
consumption.
Per capita renewable water and land resources are well below global average levels.
Domestic consumption of meat has risen nearly seven-fold in 30 years, while fruit and vegetable
consumption is nearly 10 times what it was 30 years ago.
China is becoming increasingly reliant on grain imports.

“Chinese paper company to set up shop in Richmond suburbs”
www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/chinese-paper-company-to-set-up-shop-in-richmondsuburbs/2014/06/18/d61f569c-f6fe-11e3-a606-946fd632f9f1_story.html
•

“I believe that China has made a concerted decision to spend billions of dollars outside of mainland
China, to invest in the United States of America,” [Governor] McAuliffe said. “I think that's a
strategic geopolitical decision they've made. And if they're going to be spending billions of dollars in
the United States of America, we want those dollars to be spent here in the Commonwealth of
Virginia.”

“Germany’s Aichele to build $2 million manufacturing plant in Gastonia”
www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/blog/outside_the_loop/2014/08/germany-s-aichele-to-build-manufacturingplant-in.html

•

Aichele says it decided to open the U.S. plant in an effort to collaborate with new U.S. customers.
The company makes machines that cut, mill or drill in the nonwovens, paper and other industries.

“BMW Latest to Cut Spares Prices in China Amid Antitrust Probe”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-08-08/bmw-latest-to-slash-prices-in-china-amid-antitrust-probe.html
•

The NDRC [National Development and Reform Commission] is undertaking the investigation to
protect the competitive order of the auto industry and to safeguard consumer interests, Li said at this
week's briefing. The commission has completed an investigation into 12 Japanese companies and
will soon announce the actions it will take, he said.

“The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to
have with them as little political connection as possible.”
— George Washington in 1796

1117.
You Don’t Even Want To Know
August 13, 2014
If you live in the United States, you could be part of the problem.
If you live in the United States and you support foreign economies, you are undeniably part of the problem.
The problem?
If you live anywhere on Planet Earth and you buy anything from the People's Republic of China—you don't
even want to know.
“Anti-monopoly is not ‘selective law enforcement’”
[People's Daily link—August 13, 2014]
•

Anti-monopoly regulates competition. At present, China's national enterprises are not familiar with
these rules. However, transnational corporations are experienced in fighting organizations
conducting anti-monopoly investigations. Therefore, they are more cunning than Chinese
corporations.

“China’s Antitrust Probe in 2014”
[China Internet Information Center]
•

Editor's note: China has stepped up anti-monopoly efforts this year, including probes into foreign
high-tech companies and car manufacturers. The move serves the country's ambition to build a
market economy based on rules and competition.

“State anti-monopoly advisor fired after endorsing Qualcomm”
[China News Service link—August 13, 2014]
•

A member of the anti-monopoly commission under China's State Council was removed from his
position after receiving remuneration from Qualcomm Inc. and providing so-called evidence showing
the company didn't hold a monopoly on the Chinese market.

“China halts some U.S. pork imports over feed additive use”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/12/us-china-pork-additive-idUSKBN0GC20Y20140812
•

Pork packing plants now ineligible to export to China include Tyson Foods plants in Perry and Storm
Lake, Iowa, along with the company's facility in Logansport, Indiana. Other processors listed

•

included a Hormel Foods Corp plant in Fremont, Nebraska, Triumph Foods in St. Joseph, Missouri,
and Quality Pork Processors, Inc. in Austin, Minnesota.
Last week, Russia slapped a one-year ban on meat, including pork, from the West in retaliation for
sanctions imposed for its support of rebels in eastern Ukraine. Plants owned by Smithfield Foods,
Inc., a subsidiary of Chinese pork giant WH group and a major exporter of Paylean-free pork to
China, also found themselves drawn into the Russian meat ban. Since early this year, two Smithfield
plants have been the only U.S. slaughterhouses allowed to export pork to Russia, following a blanket
ban on U.S. exports last year owing to ractopamine.

“US corn exports to China drop 85 percent after ban on GMO strains—industry report”
www.rt.com/usa/china-gmo-corn-ban-120
•

•

China has sharply increased corn imports since the late 2000s, with purchases increasing from 47,000
tons in 2008 to an estimated 5 million tons last year. It was the third-largest importer of American
corn before the imports of Syngenta's GMO strain were blocked.
U.S. traders want seed companies to shoulder some of the losses. They also say seed companies
should not introduce new varieties of seeds to farmers until they are approved by major markets,
including China. Part of the ire is also falling on the Chinese government, which, traders say,
maintains an opaque process of approving and rejecting GMO strains, an accusation that Beijing
rejects. China has so far approved 15 genetically modified corn strains for import.

“Russia ban boom for Chinese exporters”
[China Daily link—August 13, 2014]
•

After the Russian government imposed a one-year ban on importing agricultural products from the
United States, European Union, Canada, Australia and Norway last week, Russia started looking for
non-western suppliers. China caught its attention as it's a large agricultural country.

“More than 1000 auto companies are probed”
[China Daily link—August 13, 2014]
•

•

Antitrust investigations already announced in the auto and telecommunications sectors have spread to
other industries, say sources close to the probes. For example, a large number of cement and medical
companies are also involved in the investigations, according to sources. Besides recent high-profile
cases, antitrust investigations into domestic companies are also underway and a monopoly case
involving a State-owned company will be disclosed soon, an official at the National Development
and Reform Commission, who declined to be identified, told China Daily. The latest auto company
involved is US manufacturer General Motors. . . .
Domestic-brand automakers accounted for less than 20 percent of China's auto sales in the first half
of this year, the China Association of Automobile Manufacturers says.

“China Probes Threaten to Squeeze Foreign Profits”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-08-11/china-probes-threaten-to-squeeze-foreign-profits.html
•

Those seeking to adapt face the challenge of interpreting vague rules in an economy that's no longer
as reliant on foreign investment as in past decades.

(Gee, Bloomberg. . . .)
Lastly, a reminder from 1978—
www.harvardmagazine.com/sites/default/files/1978_Alexander_Solzhenitsyn.pdf
•

“At present, some Western voices have already spoken of obtaining protection from a third power
against aggression in the next world conflict, if there is one; in this case, the shield would be China.
But I would not wish such an outcome on any country in the world. First of all, it is again a doomed
alliance with Evil; also, it would grant the United States a respite, but when at a later date China with
its billion people turned around armed with American weapons, America itself would fall prey to a
genocide similar to the one perpetrated in Cambodia in our day. And yet—no weapons, no matter
how powerful, can help the West until it overcomes its loss of will power. In a state of psychological
weakness, weapons become a burden for the capitulating side. To defend oneself, one must also be
ready to die; there is little such readiness in a society raised in the cult of material well-being.
Nothing is left, then, but concessions, attempts to gain time and betrayal.” — Alexander Solzhenitsyn

—that Harvard Magazine called “a rude surprise” and a “brilliant, iconoclastic speech [that] ranks among
the most thoughtful, articulate, and challenging addresses ever delivered at a Harvard Commencement.”

1118.
Bad Juju & The Karmas
August 14, 2014
Today, no BS from the Beijing press. Just a reminder:
Never believe anything from the People's Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, and the People's
Liberation Army.
They are all three one and the same.
And they all want you dead.
“Wal-Mart & China: A Joint Venture” — from ten years, millions of jobs, and trillions of dollars ago
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/walmart/secrets/wmchina.html
•

•

•
•

Even as Wal-Mart was pushing its U.S. suppliers to be more efficient and promoting its “Buy
American” program through the '80s, the company bought more and more from Asia, according to
Jay Moates, a former accountant with Walmart's overseas buying operation. But to please American
consumers concerned about the Asian threat, the retailer played down its buying operations in Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Korea, and the rest of Asia. Following the brutal suppression of Chinese students in
Tiananmen Square in 1989 by the Chinese Communist leadership, Walton feared a consumer
backlash if Wal-Mart were seen as operating in China. He was also disturbed by charges of human
rights abuses in his Asian suppliers' factories.
Wal-Mart needed a buffer—a middleman or a buying agency that would purchase Asian products
without showing Wal-Mart's hand. According to the retired Hong Kong senior executive, Walton
told Bill Fields, Wal-Mart's head buyer, that he wanted to “get out” of direct involvement in Asia.
“The decision was to go to an exclusive buying agency,” the buyer said. “The main reason for going
into [the deal] was not to be exposed as going into Communist China.”
There's a new wrinkle in the global game: China may not settle for second fiddle.
This could lead to what up until now, many would have considered an unthinkable scenario in which
the manufacturing dominance of China subverts Wal-Mart's control of the supply chain.

“(What’s Left of) Our Economy: Chinese Industry is Still Plenty Price Competitive”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/08/14/whats-left-of-our-economy-chinese-industry-is-still-plentyprice-competitive
•
•

Claims of China pricing itself out of U.S. and global manufacturing markets are just more
fakeonomics.
You need to look back considerably longer for a period during which Chinese price competitiveness
has weakened. July 2011 is one reasonable baseline month. Prices of Chinese imports have not risen
on net since then—and in fact have inched down by 0.09 percent. Prices of all manufactures imports
have fallen by 1.19 percent over the last three years. At the same time, it's critical to point out that,

like other economic data, import prices and what they say about competitiveness can't validly be seen
in a vacuum. Chinese prices, for example, can and surely have been influenced strongly by China's
steady shift from lower to higher-value manufactures, which tend to cost more. These products have
made striking inroads into the U.S. market, as shown by my import penetration studies.
“Five Tests Walmart Must Pass to Show Its ‘Made in America’ Street Cred”
www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-paul/five-tests-walmart-must-p_b_5675101.html
•

•

“Since last year I've been making the rounds talking to just about anyone who'll listen about this
opportunity to re-establish a manufacturing base in the U.S.” — Bill Simon, former president and
CEO, Walmart U.S.
If you know anything about the American economy over the last 25 years, from the exodus of
American manufacturing jobs to the proliferation of Walmart stores, you might think the above quote
was satire, a la The Onion. But it's not.

No, it's not, and there's nothing funny about it.
“Think about it. Traitorous American retailers serving as (temporary) middlemen for the People's Republic
of China operate by taking their cut and turning the rest of your money over to the People's Republic of
China.” — FFC #1091
The trouble is, in a democracy, everything is us.
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1119.
Simple Democracy
August 15, 2014
A country belongs to its citizens.
Life is good when we're interested.
If in 2008 one U.S. state had cast its votes for a write-in Presidential candidate, 49 other states would have
seen the possibilities for 2012.
Now is the time for 2020.
Unless, of course, you're happy with the way things are in 2014.
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1120.
Part Of A Much Larger Struggle, A Global Struggle
August 16, 2014
More reasons why economic traitors should all be lined up and taught:
“Hong Kong’s Last Stand”
[PDF attached—15 pages]
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Modern-day Hong Kong was created by people seeking refuge from the poverty, chaos, terror,
regime-inflicted famine, tyranny, persecution and rights abuses of the society whose rulers now
colonize us.
In terms of “real power” (the only kind the CCP recognizes and takes seriously), what do we Hong
Kong people have going for us?
We have that colonial, authoritarian reflex deep inside of us, to defer to power, to give power the
benefit of the doubt, to think of ourselves as inferior, unworthy, and if we can't make it, then it's
down to our own personal failure.
We don't have the democracy the US had [during the civil rights movement], so the popular will is
not reflected in formal political power, and the ruling party, the CCP, is determined to clandestinely
set the Hong Kong population against each other—to divide us against ourselves, a typical colonial
ploy.
The ruling party of the country to which Hong Kong belongs is underground. That's right: The CCP
has no legal presence anywhere in Hong Kong (then again, it's not legally registered in the mainland
either, for it is above the law).
There is no Hong Kong branch of the CCP (unless it is secret), but the CCP is everywhere, most
obviously through its control of the Hong Kong government, but also through its alliance with Hong
Kong tycoons and chambers of commerce as well as through an elaborate system of front
organizations.
The most powerful political organization in the world, the country's ruling party, is clandestine in the
city, and the most striking characteristic of [the] city's nonviolent direct action movement thus far is
its reluctance to take nonviolent direct action. Too funny. You couldn't make this stuff up. Sounds
like a Murakami story.

Kong Tsung-gan is a pro-democracy activist in Hong Kong.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1121.
A Snowball’s Chance in Hong Kong
August 17, 2014
Occupy Wall Street—barely 1/10 of 1 percent of our population—sent our government into a frightened
tizzy. This month, an even smaller protest—barely 26,000 complaints—derailed our government's
“factoryless goods” reclassification plan to disguise offshore production.
Democracy works. In fact, democracy—in a democracy—is relatively effortless.
“Don't it always seem to go / That you don't know what you've got / Till it's gone?”
Unless we change direction, we will go the way of Hong Kong. Unless we reallocate our spending, we will
go the way of Hong Kong.
All of China's colonies should be paying attention.
Clippings:
“Tens of thousands take to the streets in anti-Occupy Central march: Pro-Beijing alliance says turnout
shows many Hongkongers are against civil disobedience campaign, despite claims of protest
recruitment”
[SCMP link—August 17, 2014]
•

The march marked the end of the alliance's month-long petition campaign against Occupy Central
during which nearly 1.5 million people signed, beating the 800,000 who voted in an unofficial
referendum held in June by Occupy Central organizers.

“190,000 people in HK turn up for anti-Occupy march: organizer”
[Xinhua link—August 17, 2014]
•

The organizer also set aside an area for flower presentation at Central. The demonstrators who
arrived at the final destination could present flowers to express their aspiration to attain universal
suffrage for the Chief Executive election in a peaceful and democratic way.

“What the world owes Hong Kong, and should fear if its democracy is denied”
www.qz.com/246747/what-the-world-owes-hong-kong-and-should-fear-if-its-democracy-is-denied
•

It is the hardliners, the diehard conservatives who are having a main say, and their view is, “Look at
the rest of the world, everyone is jumping on the bandwagon, everyone wants to do trade and invest
and have a bilateral relationship with China.” So the hardliners both in Beijing and even here are
saying, “Maybe, 17 years after the handover, who needs Hong Kong?”

“Should Hong Kong Accept Fake Democracy?”
www.hongkongreporting.com/2014/08/08/will-hong-kong-accept-fake-democracy
•

Since 1992, U.S. policy toward democratization in Hong Kong has been driven by the United StatesHong Kong Policy Act. The law enabled the United States to treat Hong Kong, even after its 1997
return to China, as “fully autonomous from the People's Republic of China with respect to economic
and trade matters,” including allowing continued exports to Hong Kong of sensitive technologies.

The People's Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, and the People's Liberation Army are all
three one and the same.
They all want democracy dead.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1122.
Look at the Grouse
August 18, 2014
Here's the thing about Stanley Fischer. We need to simmer down and pay attention. Fischer was a money
printer, a currency manipulator, and a bubble maker at the Bank of Israel. We were so distracted by the
threat—or the bluff—of a Larry Summers Fed, we didn't notice that Janet Yellen—awful enough all by
herself—was a Trojan Horse.
For example: Don't let Hillary Clinton scare you into believing that Elizabeth Warren is on your side.
Fischer's recent speech, more stuff you just can't make up:
“The Great Recession: Moving Ahead”
www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/fischer20140811a.htm
•

•

•

The housing market, fiscal consolidation, and unexpectedly anemic foreign demand all play a
significant role in explaining the weakness of aggregate demand in the U.S. economy, weakness that
could not have been accurately predicted based on past recession experiences or by the fact that this
recession started with a massive financial crisis. But, turning to the aggregate supply side, we are
also seeing important signs of a slowdown of growth in the productive capacity of the economy—in
the growth in labor supply, capital investment, and productivity.
At the end of the day, it remains difficult to disentangle the cyclical from the structural slowdowns in
labor force, investment, and productivity. Adding to this uncertainty, as research done at the Fed and
elsewhere highlights, the distinction between cyclical and structural is not always clear cut and there
are real risks that cyclical slumps can become structural; it may also be possible to reverse or prevent
declines from becoming permanent through expansive macroeconomic policies.
I consider quantitative easing to have been largely successful, and that data dependent forward
guidance consistent with the central bank's expectations of its future intentions can also be successful.

“Hillary-The-Hawk Flies Again”
http://blog.nader.org/2014/08/15/hillary-the-hawk-flies-again
•

As she goes around the country, with an expanded publicly-funded Secret Service corps to promote
the private sales of her book, Hard Choices, Hillary Clinton needs to ponder what, if anything, she as
a Presidential candidate has to offer a war-weary, corporate-dominated American people. As a
former member of the board of directors of Walmart, Hillary Clinton. . . .

“6,017 officials punished for violating rules in July”
[Xinhua link—August 18, 2014]

•

•

A total of 6,017 people were punished for breaches of anti-bureaucracy rules in July, the Communist
Party of China (CPC)'s discipline agency said Sunday. The violators were found to have been
involved in 4,480 cases, the CPC Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) said in a
monthly release on this issue.
Their breaches included violating workplace rules, using public funds for expensive entertainment
activities or tours, being lazy at work, hosting extravagant wedding banquets or funerals, indiscreet
use of public vehicles and receiving gifts at festivals.

“March decries ‘Occupy Central’”
[China Daily link—August 18, 2014]
•

•

The majority broke their silence on Sunday as tens of thousands of people marched across the heart
of Hong Kong in the afternoon to voice their aspirations for peace and democracy and denounce the
opposition's advocacy of “Occupy Central.”
“Occupy Central” is a campaign pushed by the opposition camp, which vowed to block Hong Kong's
commercial hub to force authorities to accept their election reform proposals, even though the Hong
Kong government had made it very clear that it will not give way to such threats.

“Turkey PM Erdogan compares social media to ‘murderer's knife’”
www.straitstimes.com/news/world/middle-east/story/turkey-pm-erdogan-compares-social-media-murderersknife-20140814
•
•

“I compare them to a scalpel in the hand of a surgeon, and a knife in the hand of a murderer,” he
said.
One world leader who may sympathize with Erdogan is Russian President Vladimir Putin, who once
denounced the Internet as “half pornography.”

“It is truly enough said that a corporation has no conscience; but a corporation of conscientious men is a
corporation with a conscience.” — Thoreau
Look at the Grouse.

1123.
How Could He Have Known?
August 19, 2014
We're all supposed to be talking about Ferguson, so here you go:
Anything and everything about racism is about economics—always has been, always will be—no offense
intended.
Moving along to the blatantly Orwellian:
“China posts record trade surplus, but domestic economy may lag”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/08/us-china-economy-trade-idUSKBN0G808N20140808
•

China's buoyant exports pushed its trade surplus to a record [$47.3 billion] in July, fueling optimism
global demand will help counter pressure on the domestic economy from a weakening property
sector. While manufacturing appears to have picked up in the world's second-largest economy,
unexpected weakness in the services sector this week has renewed concerns about the growth
outlook. The weak housing market remains China's biggest risk, posing a drag on the broader
economy and investor confidence. Recovering global demand may not be enough to bolster a weak
internal economy weighed by a cooling property sector and Beijing's anti-corruption drive,
suggesting policy support will likely continue to keep economic growth on track, analysts say.

“Export surge lifts China trade surplus to record high”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c9ba8bde-1ecb-11e4-9d7d-00144feabdc0.html
•

•

China recorded its biggest ever monthly trade surplus in July [$47.3 billion] as exports surged and
imports contracted, suggesting stronger growth in American and European export markets is
mitigating continued weakness in the domestic Chinese economy.
Given the various other tensions between the two countries and a lack of consensus over whether the
renminbi is still undervalued, most analysts do not expect the US to make a big public issue about the
surplus at this stage.

“News Analysis: China’s exports to benefit from U.S. economic growth”
[Xinhua link—August 9, 2014]
•
•

•

Economists attributed the strong export figures mainly to further recovery in external demand.
The U.S. economy grew at an annual rate of 4 percent in the second quarter after unexpectedly
shrinking in the first three months this year, reflecting positive contributions from personal
consumption expenditures.
Over the long term, U.S. economists expressed optimism over the Chinese economy.

OK, enough of that.
This is better:
“American Pravda: Who Shot Down Flight MH17 in Ukraine?”
www.unz.com/runz/american-pravda-who-shot-down-flight-mh17-in-ukraine
•

•

•
•

•

Yet it also appeared that neither he or any of the other American experts in his circle who apparently
share his views had seen fit to publish their opinions in any of the numerous media outlets to which
they have easy access, presumably for fear of being denounced and stigmatized as “conspiracy nuts.”
They may regard the possibility of an American military confrontation with nuclear-armed Russia as
a terrible danger, but it pales compared to the horrifying risk that the 22-year-old bookers at MSNBC
chat shows might decide to put a black mark next to their names.
The following day I lamented this cowardice of our intelligentsia to another prominent liberal
academic with whom I'm friendly, and he immediately sent me the draft by a friend of his on that
very topic that I am now greatly honored to publish.
For those readers who refuse to admit the possibility that our vaunted MSM might conceal such vital
facts, consider the important point I made at the beginning of my 2013 article. [See FFC #668]
In recent years, leading scholars have conclusively established that for a decade or two during the
1930s and 1940s, a small network of Communist spies quietly gained substantial control of our
national government in Washington, DC, successfully diverting the actions of the United States to
their own nefarious ends. If our mainstream media had failed to notice or report that situation at the
time and then spent the next half century ridiculing anyone who suggested this possibility, why
should anyone believe that the media can be trusted on the question of who actually shot down Flight
MH17 in Ukraine? Our American Pravda indeed.
Going forward, the crucial unknown is whether our timorous media or even its ideological fringes,
will begin to seriously report these issues, or whether they'll all get into line just as they did during
the WMD Hoax.

Our government is supposed to protect us from economic competitors. Our journalists are supposed to
protect us from government.
“The center of your democracy and of your culture is left without electric power for a few hours only, and all
of a sudden crowds of American citizens start looting and creating havoc.”
— said Alexander Solzhenitsyn in 1978.
How could he have known?
—
[“Dollar to the Giant” lyrics]

1124.
China’s Archives Increasingly Off-Bounds
August 20, 2014
“Denying Historians: China’s Archives Increasingly Off-Bounds”
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2014/08/19/denying-historians-chinas-archives-increasingly-off-bounds
•

China has long complained about an anti-Beijing bias among Western scholars of the country, and
has a clear interest in encouraging narratives it sees as correctives to foreign historians who are
critical of the Communist Party.

“Has it ever occurred to you, Winston, that by the year 2050, at the very latest, not a single human being will
be alive who could understand such a conversation as we are having now?”
— Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

1125.
In The Time It Took You To Read This Message
August 21, 2014
“Every country is renewed out of the ranks of the unknown, not out of the ranks of those already famous and
powerful and in control.” — Woodrow Wilson in 1913
Inspiring—and when you change the word “renewed” to “destroyed”—it's still true.
What are you doing with your time and money?
Chances are, you're betraying an English-speaking democracy and you're killing your own flesh-and-blood.
Have a nice day.
“U.S. Trade Deficit in Manufactures Surges by 19% in the Second Quarter, Chinese Surplus Up by
9%”
www.mapi.net/research/publications/us-trade-deficit-manufactures-surges
•

The deficit is heading toward $600 billion this year, or about half the size of domestic production,
while most major Asian and European competitors are pursuing an export-led growth strategy
centered on the technology-intensive manufacturing sector, with the United States playing a largely
passive role as importer of last resort.

“Euro area international trade in goods surplus €16.8 bn”
www.epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/6-18082014-AP/EN/6-18082014-AP-EN.PDF
•

June 2014 gave a €16.8 billion surplus, compared with +€15.7 bn in June 2013.

“U.S. Exports Pivot Away from Asian Markets”
www.mapi.net/research/publications/us-exports-pivot-away-asian-markets
•

The need to pivot U.S. defense strategy toward Asia to balance the growing Chinese military
capability has received much attention, but what are the geopolitical implications of the rapidly
growing Chinese trade and related investment engagement in the region, as Chinese exports rise from
tripling toward quadrupling U.S. exports? Something for geopolitical experts to ponder.

Ignorantia legis neminem excusat.
Never much wiggle room here, and by simply adding the word “economic”—Ignorance of the economic law
excuses no one—there's even less.

In the time it took you to read this message, your English-speaking democracy lost another $2,000,000 to the
Chinese Communist Party—in trade deficits alone—and substantially more when reckoned in terms of
freedom or grandchildren.
Again, have a nice convenient day.
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1126.
Their Crooks Are More Patriotic Than Our Crooks
August 22, 2014
This question of whether people are less honest than they used to be. Our nation is in the throes of
deindustrialization, so of course our looting classes in our services sector are trying to grab everything they
can while there's still something to grab. But most of the strangers I talk with are quick to agree they'd be
doing the same thing if they had the same privileged access to the loot and if they knew they weren't being
watched.
I'll get to the point faster with something I've said before:
•

Like it or not, under the current system, our government is for sale. Big Business spends big money
on American politics, and expects big favors in return. This worked a lot better when Big Business
was still American, and we could reasonably expect the corruption of special interest politics to
benefit Americans. The distribution of favors was not fair, but, for the most part, the money stayed in
the United States and benefited our own citizens.

Feel free to substitute your favorite villain for “Big Business.”
Anyhow, China is way more corrupt—literally, like, bazillions of times more corrupt—than the relatively
innocent-by-foreign-standards United States of America. The thing about the Chinese—the thing about
every one of our successful industrial competitors—is that their crooks are more patriotic than our crooks.
You might keep this in mind whenever you debate the minimum wage or the corporate income tax.
Why penalize? Why deindustrialize?
Why not just be honest, scroll down, and keep the money here?
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1127.
In Other Words: Foreign Policy Is Domestic Economic Policy
August 23, 2014
Untwist. Unspin.
•

•
•

Minimum wage is an offshoring issue. If U.S. wages were spent here, on U.S.-made goods, and
stayed here in the U.S., the entire U.S. population would benefit from a ridiculously high U.S.
minimum wage.
Economic stimulus is an offshoring issue. Our public credit was not established for the benefit of
foreign competitors, offshore producers, or bored-silly economists.
Immigration is a labor issue. A healthy U.S. economy would need lots of new workers. An
unhealthy U.S. economy would need to recuperate first.

Some of what you'll be reading about our foreign threats—the hitherto undetected—will be very good and
insightful, but please remember that “foreign policy” is not synonymous with “war.”
Foreign policy is a way of being in the world. In other words: foreign policy is domestic economic policy.
You'll find these terribly practical:
“The Thirty-Six Strategies of Ancient China”
www.chinastrategies.com/table.htm
•
•
•
•

#5: Loot A Burning House
#10: Hide Your Dagger Behind A Smile
#19: Steal The Firewood From Under The Pot
#33: The Strategy Of Sowing Discord

In other words: Cherchez la Chine!
As I've said, the purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when
we're being lied to.

1128.
GMOs & GMEs
August 24, 2014
This morning, a group of concerned citizens asked for my thoughts about Genetically Modified Organisms.
I can understand their fear—
—in light of our nation's experience with Genetically Modified Economics.
The natural and healthy thing would be for us to remember how to do the natural and healthy thing, and then
give it a go.
“Chinese OS expected to debut in October”
[Xinhua link—August 24, 2014]
•
•

After concerns about U.S. surveillance and a monopoly probe of Microsoft, there is some good news
for China's homegrown operating system (OS): a desktop version may be ready in October.
“Our key to success lies in an environment that can help us compete with Google, Apple and
Microsoft,” said Ni [Guangnan of the Chinese Academy of Engineering of the State Council of the
People's Republic of China of the Communist Party of China].

“China regulates corporate transparency”
[Xinhua link—August 23, 2014]
•
•

An interim regulation on disclosure of corporate information, to take effect on Oct. 1, 2014, has been
approved by the State Council, China's cabinet, and endorsed by Premier Li Keqiang.
With the new rules, the government will only monitor information disclosure. The greater part of the
“checks” are left to the public, who now have access to the pertinent information. Government
intervention has been cut and companies can operate on their own responsibility as a business entities
and invite public supervision, said Ye Lin, a professor of law at Renmin University of China [also
known as “People's University of China,” the first university established by the People's Republic of
the Communist Party of China].

GMC could mean “Genetically Modified Citizen” or “Genetically Modified Consumer”—early GMOs and
precursors of the self-destructive GMA.

1129.
Without Poverty, There Would Be No Religion
August 25, 2014
This is getting popular as a delayed response to “My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith”:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Yeah, but. . . .”
“But what?”
“I'm a Christian—I love Jesus—and Jesus would never tell anyone where to shop or what not to
buy.”
“Even if your money goes to sellers who are actively persecuting your fellow Christians?”
“Right.”
“Even if the sellers are destroying churches and trying to eliminate Christianity?”
“Right.”
“Even if the sellers are rewriting the Bible and creating their own version of Christian theology to
support their worldly political agenda?”
“Right.”
“Even if the sellers' products are manufactured by abused workers and slaves?”
“Right.”
“Even if they're slaves of an officially atheistic country that has recently called religion a threat to
national security?”
“Right.”
“Even if the country has a history of genocide and infanticide—and extraordinary racism—and killed
tens of millions of its own people in the space of only four short years, only fifty years ago?”
“Right.”
“You see no conflict between your religious beliefs and your actual behavior?”
“I'm a Christian.”
“So nothing could ever discourage you from Chinese goods or shopping at Walmart?”
“As a Christian, I know that Jesus would never tell anyone where to shop or what not to buy.”

Historians will commonly say that without poverty, there would be no religion.
It appears that Walmart has read the same books.

1130.
Don’t Be Small
August 26, 2014
I just left this comment on a blog about the corporate income tax:
“How is it even possible for a corporation to ‘pay’ taxes? And the wealthy—is their money not originated by
and transferred from laborers and consumers? Here's what a corporation really can do: stash money outside
the U.S. where it does us no good at all. Like it or not, we're in this together. Don't be small—not even in an
election year.”
That's my piece for today.

1131.
Rat in Irrational
August 27, 2014
Snooze—
“Chinese car maker starts building plant in Russia’s Tula region”
[Xinhua link—August 25, 2014]
•

Tula's governor Vladimir Gruzdev said that the regional government plans to purchase Chinese cars
made by the GWM [Great Wall Motors]. Speaking at the foundation stone laying ceremony of the
GWM plant in Tula's Uzlovaya town, Gruzdev said the localized enterprise would build Chinadesigned cars from scratch, not merely assemble them.

“China allows foreign-owned hospitals in more cities”
[Xinhua link—August 27, 2014]
•
•

The MOC [Ministry of Commerce] specified that only investors from Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan may set up hospitals featuring traditional Chinese medicine.
China vowed to expand its healthcare service sector so that it is worth 8 trillion yuan (1.3 trillion U.S.
dollars) by 2020.

“KKR agrees to buy 18 pct of China chicken firm for $400 mln”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/26/kkr-sunner-investment-idUSL3N0QW3AI20140826
•

Buyout firms such as KKR, Carlyle Group and Olympus Capital have become regular investors in
China's food chain, employing Western technology and supply chain management to address the
country's food safety scares.

“Are U.S. Markets Liquid and Deep or Rigged and Broken?”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2014/08/are-u-s-markets-liquid-and-deep-or-rigged-and-broken
•
•

This allows the Direct Feed users to buy a stock on the cheap and sell the stock back to the SIP user
at a higher price.
The New York Stock Exchange and Nasdaq, which also have a mandated regulatory role to ensure
that their markets are fair and non-discriminatory, have allowed the two-tiered market to exist
because they are collecting hundreds of millions of dollars a year selling the SIP to the dumb money
and the Direct Feed to the smart money.

“Churches not targeted: govt”

[Global Times link—August 21, 2014]
•

•

A campaign spokesman made a rare clarification over the ongoing campaign against illegal properties
by revealing statistics that only 0.26 percent of all demolished or rectified buildings was being used
for religious purposes, the Zhejiang-based Today Morning Express reported Wednesday. Protestant
churches only made up 2.3 percent of the already tiny proportion of religious structures, the
spokesman added.
The spokesman added that not only are these structures polluting the environment and impeding
urban development, their existence also affects the government's authority and bring harm to social
culture. Dao Ming, a pastor at a church in Wenzhou, estimated that around 50 churches have been
demolished since late April in Wenzhou.

“How dire is the Islamic State’s threat to US?”
[Xinhua link—August 27, 2014]
•

The Islamic State poses a major problem for the United States, which aims to keep terrorism in check
a decade after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on New York and Washington. The militants' territorial
gains have Washington worried that its ultimate nightmare could come true—that the group could
carve out a haven in Iraq or Syria and use it as a staging ground for attacks against the US, much like
al-Qaida did in Afghanistan.

“Will the Chinese Communist Party become social media’s ‘most followed’?”
[SCMP link—August 25, 2014]
•

The [WeChat] account, called “gong chan dang yuan”, or Communist Party member, is managed by
the Organisation Department of the party's highest organ of power, the Central Committee. The
department has told all members of the world's largest political party to follow the account.

“The Three Stooges Collection: Pop Goes the Easel”
www.hulu.com/watch/23060
•

Look at the grouse!

—and lose.

1132.
The Fabulous Statistics Continued To Pour Out Of The
Telescreen
August 28, 2014
“Gross Domestic Product, Second Quarter 2014 (Second Estimate); Corporate Profits, Second
Quarter 2014 (Preliminary Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2014/pdf/gdp2q14_2nd.pdf
•
•
•

•
•

•

Real GDP increased 4.2 percent in the second quarter after decreasing 2.1 percent in the first.
In the advance estimate, the increase in real GDP was 4.0 percent.
Real gross national product—the goods and services produced by the labor and property supplied by
U.S. residents—increased 4.3 percent in the second quarter, in contrast to a decrease of 2.8 percent in
the first.
Durable goods increased 14.3 percent, compared with an increase of 3.2 percent.
Current-dollar GDP—the market value of the nation's output of goods and services—increased 6.4
percent, or $267.3 billion, in the second quarter to a level of $17,311.3 billion. In the first quarter,
current-dollar GDP decreased 0.8 percent, or $34.3 billion.
Profits from current production . . . increased $154.9 billion in the second quarter, in contrast to a
decrease of $201.7 billion in the first.

“The fabulous statistics continued to pour out of the telescreen. As compared with last year there was more
food, more clothes, more houses, more furniture, more cooking-pots, more fuel, more ships, more
helicopters, more books, more babies—more of everything except disease, crime, and insanity.” — Orwell,
Nineteen Eighty-Four

1133.
Labor Day always reminds me of the early 1970s
August 29, 2014
Labor Day always reminds me of the early 1970s and those visionary Detroiters who spent their union wages
on Japanese cars.
“Playboy Interview: Frank Sinatra, February 1963”
www.longform.org/stories/playboy-interview-frank-sinatra
•
•

Can you imagine the deluge of crank letters, curses, threats and obscenities I'll receive after these
remarks gain general circulation?
But you can't make me believe that a machinist in Detroit, ending a 40-hour week, climbing into his
'63 Chevy, driving to a steak barbecue behind his $25,000 home in a tree-lined subdivision, about to
begin a weekend with his well-fed, well-clothed family, is going to trade what he's got for a Party
card.

“South Korea’s Kia to invest $1 billion in Mexico”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/south-koreas-kia-invest-1-billion-mexico
•
•

Mexico is a favorite spot for car makers, thanks in part to its relatively low wages, proximity to the
United States and several free trade agreements with 45 countries.
Last month, Germany's BMW said it will spend $1 billion to build a new luxury car factory in San
Luis Potosi state that will start production in 2019 as part of an effort to expand the company's
presence in the United States. BMW's announcement came a week after Daimler and Renault-Nissan
said they would spend $1.6 billion on a factory in Mexico to make premium compact cars for the
Infiniti and Mercedes brands.

“Kia to build plant in Mexico by 2016”
www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/biz/2014/08/123_163742.html
•

“Mexico, together with Korea, is one of the nations that made FTAs (free trade agreements) with as
many countries. By having production plants there, Kia Motor will be able to export cars to those
countries as well paying less tax,” said Shin Chung-kwan, an analysis at KB Investment and
Securities.

“Automaker Kia to build $1 bn assembly plant in Mexico”
www.latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2014/08/27/automaker-kia-to-build-1-bn-assembly-plant-in-mexico

•

•

“Having the option to invest in any country, a company of the prestige of Kia Motors chose Mexico
to grow and expand its investments at the global level,” Peña Nieto said at the ceremony with Lee
and Nuevo Leon Gov. Rodrigo Medina.
“Besides its solid macroeconomic stability, Mexico has experience in the automotive industry,” the
president added.

“Kia makes $1 billion bet on car factory in Mexico: Investment will allow more exports, too”
http://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/article/article.aspx?aid=2994227
•
•

Industry observers said the decision is also part of Kia's effort to minimize the risks of a strong
Korean won and labor disputes in Korea.
This will be Kia's sixth overseas plant. The affiliate of Hyundai Motor Group has three plants in
China, one in Slovakia and one in the U.S. state of Georgia.

“First Chinese car factory opened in Brazil”
[Xinhua link—August 29, 2014]
•

When fully operational in 2018, the Jacarei plant will have a production capacity of 150,000 vehicles
per year. The first model to be produced will be the Chery Celer, and the QQ model will follow next
year. The Chery plant currently employs 300 people, a third of whom are former employees of GM's
Sao Jose dos Campos factory. When fully operational, it will have some 3,000 people.

“Cyanide Found in Dog Meat Sold to Restaurants, Zhejiang Court Hears”
[Caixin link—August 29, 2014]
•

One of the wholesalers was also on trial. Prosecutors accused him of selling 38 tons of tainted meat
over the past two years to restaurants and other businesses. A defendant who worked in the
butchering facility said most of the dogs were killed with an anesthetic. Police found levels of
anesthetic in the frozen meat were so high they posed a threat to human health, the court heard.

Once upon a time, someone did not abandon you.

1134.
No One Will Say It, Much Less Hear It
August 31, 2014
We are at war with China.
War is not what we think it is, never what we're told it is. To say the least, warfare has changed.
Real war now comes beautifully gift-wrapped from our economic and biological competitors—always with a
card attached.
A card attached, in the language of real war, to hide the real costs.
“China orders pay cuts for SOEs executives”
[Xinhua link—August 29, 2014]
•

•
•

•

“Deepening the reform of the payment system for executives of major SOEs is an important part of
China's efforts to establish a modern corporate system and push forward the reform of the income
distribution system,” said a statement released after the meeting.
Reform of the payment system for executives of major SOEs should proceed in light of the basic
reality that China is still in the primary stage of socialism, it said.
These SOEs [state-owned enterprises] are considered the backbone of the economy, but their
inefficiency, monopolies in some sectors, unchecked spending and corruption have become a source
of public complaints.
Statistics showed the average annual salary of executives at centrally administered SOEs ranged from
650,000 (105,691 U.S. dollars) to 700,000 yuan in 2010 and 2011.

“Foxconn plant to employ 20,000”
[China Daily link—August 30, 2014]
•
•
•
•

Technology giant Foxconn's plant in Shanxi province has launched a massive recruitment drive for an
additional 20,000 workers to meet orders for next-generation smartphones.
Foxconn recruiters have been distributing leaflets to attract migrant workers at railway terminals in
labor-rich inland provinces.
Apple is set to unveil the iPhone 6 on Sept 9, and industry insiders believe Foxconn's plants on the
mainland will need to recruit more than 100,000 workers this year to keep up with the demand.
The HR executive said that although Foxconn is eager to use robots in place of workers, people are
essential in many areas, such as quality testing and polishing.

“Xi urges innovation in ‘new military revolution’”
[Xinhua link—August 30, 2014]

•

“We should cast off the paradigm of mechanized warfare and embrace an approach to war featuring
information technology. The principle of protecting traditional security interests should also be
shifted to one for the country's comprehensive security and strategic interests,” according to Xi.

“China ratifies Martyrs’ Day”
[Xinhua link—August 31, 2014]
•

The decision said Martyrs' Day will be marked with events across the country on Sept. 30 every
year. The move is aimed at “publicizing martyrs' achievements and spirits, and cultivating
patriotism, collectivism, and socialist moralities so as to consolidate the Chinese nation's
cohesiveness,” the top legislature said in the decision.

“China Voice: NPC decision a landmark in HK democratic development”
[Xinhua link—August 31, 2014]
•
•

The decision adopted by China's legislature on Hong Kong's electoral reform is a landmark in the
region's democratic development and will bear no disturbance in its implementation.
Hong Kong residents are also expected to unite in achieving the goal of universal suffrage to elect a
chief executive who loves the country and loves Hong Kong.

“Is This American Academe’s Most Shameful Moment?”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/08/31/is-this-american-academes-most-shameful-moment
•

Greatly compounding American academe's discomfiture is that the Beijing government seems hellbent on making the anniversary a high profile statement of the speed with which Chinese influence is
spreading in Western intellectual life.

“U.S. trade in goods with China”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html
•

Deficit, January 2014 - June 2014: -$155,216,900,000

Real enough for you?
Soon enough for you?

1135.
“Top universities detail ideology plans”
September 1, 2014
More fun for the misguided:
“Top unis detail ideology plans: Marxism role in academia to be strengthened”
[Global Times link—September 1, 2014]
•

•

•

Three of China's most prestigious universities will issue statements on strengthening ideological work
in the latest issue of Qiushi, a journal under the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
(CPC).
The three articles will describe future ideology work from three perspectives, including “using new
media to build new platforms,” “guiding teaching staff's healthy growth,” and “creating a practical
and healthy atmosphere on campus.”
Research fellows at CASS [Chinese Academy of Social Sciences], China's top think tank, were also
recently warned not to stray out of the ideological mainstream. Wang Weiguang, director of CASS,
said on Tuesday that research fellows in CASS are “soldiers” on the Party's ideological battlefield
rather than “freelancers” beholden only to themselves.

“China’s Uncle Sam ready to test US market in New York City”
[China Daily link—September 2, 2014]
•

[Beijing-based burger chain] Uncle Sam has inked a deal . . . to rent 5,600 square feet of retail space
at 307 Fifth Ave, between 31st and 32nd streets, in close proximity to Shake Shack at Madison
Square Park. The price of the deal was not disclosed, but . . . asking rents in the immediate area
average around $200 per square foot.

“The Real and Surprising Lessons of China’s Bullying of Foreign Firms”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/09/01/whats-left-of-our-economy-the-real-and-surprising-lessonsof-chinas-bullying-of-foreign-firms
•

•

What's important instead is what the multinationals' assumptions show about an ignorance of China's
development philosophy that far transcends the corporate sector, and that explains why continued
economic integration with the current Chinese regime can only be a loser for America, and for the
entire world economy.
The aim was always maximizing China's wealth and capabilities, whatever the international impact.
As long as foreign capital and technology have been needed to achieve this goal, they've been
welcome. Now, however, China evidently views foreign contributions to its economy as ever less
important. And having chewed up these non-Chinese enterprises, it now looks like it's starting to spit
them out.

“Labor’s Demise Is America’s Demise”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/08/31/labors-demise-americas-demise-paul-craig-roberts
•

The imbalance is due largely to the loss of the jobs that provided the economic basis for the middle
class. Correction requires a retreat from globalism and the return to a largely self-sufficient
economy, which the US economy was during its glory decades. Globalism is a scheme for
impoverishing First World labor and taking power and influence from the hands of the many and
putting them in the hands of the few. The champions of globalism are the champions of America's
destruction.

Roberts reminds: “Whether one has a favorable or an unfavorable opinion of unions, their demise is also the
demise of countervailing power.”

1136.
The Failure To Develop Insight
September 2, 2014
I just had another conversation with a group of people—wealthy people, with advanced degrees—who had
no idea that three World Trade Center buildings collapsed on 9/11, not just two.
It can be important to know things, especially if we're responsible for the lives of others.
I'll begin with a tremendously useful article about the Lusitania, etc., but first a short personal rant.
If we Americans cannot survive peacefully on our own fertile and abundant resources—without exploiting
foreign weaknesses and poverty—then we don't deserve to live.
Fact is, we'd all be living a lot better—for sure, we'd all have a lot more money—if we'd just grow up.
All character disorders have this in common:
The failure to develop insight.
“Behind the Sinking of the Lusitania”
www.buchanan.org/blog/behind-sinking-lusitania-6935
•

“[He] lied us into war because he did not have the political courage to lead us into it,” said Rep. Clare
Luce of Franklin D. Roosevelt, who, according to many historians, made efforts to provoke German
subs into attacking U.S. warships and bring us into the European war through the “back door” of a
war with Japan.

“Profits Without Prosperity”
www.hbr.org/2014/09/profits-without-prosperity
•

Consider the 449 companies in the S&P 500 index that were publicly listed from 2003 through 2012.
During that period those companies used 54% of their earnings—a total of $2.4 trillion—to buy back
their own stock, almost all through purchases on the open market.

“CNPC Pays CN$ 1 Bln to Finish Canadian Oil Sands Purchase”
[Caixin link—September 2, 2014]
•

CNPC's [state-owned China National Petroleum Corporation] purchase of the two projects raised
eyebrows because the projects are not yet producing. Large oil companies prefer projects with output
or to make deals with governments, said a source in the energy industry who declined to be named.

“Chinese developer buys prime downtown San Jose property site”
[China Daily link—September 2, 2014]
•

California state policy is pretty open for foreign investors, said Brian Peck, deputy director of the
California governor's office. He told China Daily in August that “the economy is recovering in
California and our budget is back in the black. So we think it is the right time for Chinese business
groups to expand their investment in California.”

“China remains world’s largest trademark holder”
[Xinhua link—September 2, 2014]
•

Only 20 percent of export-oriented firms have their own brands and just 11 percent of China's exports
are sold under domestic brands. As the “world's factory,” China has been eager to improve its
innovative abilities and export more products created in the country rather than simply bearing the
“made in China” label. The country's revised Trademark Law went into effect in May to streamline
registration procedures and improve production. Zhang [Mao, director of the State Administration
for Industry & Commerce] promised more efforts to safeguard intellectual property. . . .

No country has ever been more naturally blessed than ours. If we can't make a go of it, then we just don't
deserve it.

1137.
Struggling to Recognize the Inedible
September 3, 2014
I know this can get confusing, but we have to learn to recognize the stuff we don't want to step in.
Communist Chinese Crap is new to most Westerners.
“China’s manufacturing woes”
[China Daily link—September 3, 2014]
•

•

Its manufacturing enterprises, in particular, are in development doldrums. In the 2014 top 500
Chinese companies enterprises list, there are 260 manufacturers and 17 banks. The total revenues of
those manufacturing firms reached 23 trillion yuan ($3.7 trillion), compared with 5.5 trillion yuan
revenues of the 17 listed banks. However, the registered total net profits of those manufacturing
firms were only 462.3 billion yuan, compared with 1.23 trillion yuan made by the banks.
Manufacturing is the backbone of a country's economy. China has been dubbed as the global factory
churning out large numbers of various products every day. Technically, however, those
manufacturers have largely remained weak since they produce mainly low-end products with small
value added.

“The Human Toll of Offshoring”
www.nytimes.com/2014/09/02/opinion/joe-nocera-the-human-toll-of-offshoring.html
•
•

•

Between 2002 and 2012, 63,300 American factories closed their doors and five million factory jobs
went away.
“In reality, we shouldn't be making bedroom furniture anymore in the United States. Shouldn't we
instead be trying to educate these workers' kids to get them into high-skilled jobs and away from
what's basically an archaic industry?” — Bruce Blonigen, economist
“I happen to think Blonigen is right—that is exactly what we should be doing to make globalization
work for us instead of against us.” — The New York Times Op-Ed columnist Joe Nocera

“Joe Nocera is Joe No-Knowledge on Job Offshoring”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/09/03/whats-left-of-our-economy-joe-nocera-is-joe-no-knowledgeon-job-offshoring
•

•

He knows absolutely nothing important about U.S. trade and related investment flows, and about
their impact on the American economy. The biggest problem with the author's grasp of globalization
[is] his apparent view that all of its damage has been inflicted on the lowest-value sectors and their
workforces.
This year so far, America has been running trade deficits with low-wage and supposedly low-tech
China in semiconductors, telecommunications equipment, electro-medical devices like MRI and CAT

•

scan machines, construction equipment, ball and roller bearings, turbines and turbine generator sets,
all categories of auto parts (including high-value engines and power train and transmission parts),
farm machinery and equipment, aeronautical and nautical detection and guidance systems, relays and
industrial controls, industrial process control instruments, specialty dies and other equipment for the
machine tool industry, and numerous other industries. And in most cases, these deficits have been
worsening in recent years.
Perhaps more revealing, China's share of America's own market in literally dozens of these industries
has been rising rapidly since the late 1990s.

“Report: Hong Kong Becoming ‘Mere Second-Tier’ Chinese City”
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/09/02/report_hong_kong_becoming_mere_second_tier_chinese_city
•

•

The report by Trigger Trend does not appear to be commissioned by the Chinese government, but the
report's conclusions have been widely publicized in mainland media and align nicely with the central
government's unspoken message to Hong Kongers: The special administrative region is no longer
very special.
The report also states that at the time of its handover from the British in 1997, Hong Kong's GDP was
15.6 percent of China's national total; by 2013, the city's share had shrunk to 2.9 percent.

“The East Is in the Red: A balanced view of China’s trade”
www.web.mit.edu/krugman/www/redeast.html
•

•

I am always grateful when influential pundits make such statements, especially in prominent places,
for in so doing they protect us from the ever-present temptation to take people seriously simply
because they are influential, to imagine that widely held views must actually make at least some
sense.
I fear the worst in Hong Kong, and worry as much as anyone about the effects of growing Chinese
power on Asia's political and military stability. One thing I don't worry about, however, is China's
trade surplus. Neither should you.

This last piece—“The East Is in the Red”—was from Paul Krugman in 1997.

1138.
The Trade Report—On Account of Our Cooperation
September 4, 2014
Chances are, this is your fault.
How many Americans know what our problems are—and why our problems are—and yet continue to be a
part of our problems?
Our epitaph will be simple:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—July 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
July's headline, seasonally adjusted:
•

“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $40.5 billion in July from
$40.8 billion in June (revised), as exports and imports increased.”

July's numbers, not seasonally adjusted:
•
•

U.S. Trade in Goods deficit: $71,250,000,000—up +20.7% from June
U.S. Trade in Goods with China deficit: $30,863,000,000

Our deficit with China—People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army—
is an all-time record.
Any traitor/hypocrite/sociopath/ignoramus can see this is not sustainable.
And not just because the Chinese plan to replace us—and they're a little ahead of schedule—on account of
our unexpected cooperation.

1139.
Permission To Keep Our Babies Alive?
September 4, 2014
“But the proles, if only they could somehow become conscious of their own strength, would have no need to
conspire. They needed only to rise up and shake themselves like a horse shaking off flies. If they chose they
could blow the Party to pieces tomorrow morning. Surely sooner or later it must occur to them to do it?” —
Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four
“Three Reasons Why Putin Laughs At Impotent America”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/09/04/three-reasons-why-putin-laughs-at-impotent-u-s
•

•

The problem is not Obama; it is America. Over the last sixty years, and in particular over the last
thirty, America has thrown away almost all the once vast leverage it enjoyed to set the global
diplomatic agenda. In doing so, America acted in the name of an idealistic cause, globalism, but at
the end of the day its idealism has not been reciprocated.
Three reasons in particular explain the sea change. . . .

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

In July, our trade deficit in wealth-producing goods was $2.3 billion dollars per day—every day—and every
American life this represents.
What are we waiting for—permission to keep our babies alive?
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1140.
Six Words and then today’s jobs report
September 5, 2014
I've heard some good things about the six words I posted on Tuesday:
“If we Americans cannot survive peacefully on our own fertile and abundant resources—without exploiting
foreign weaknesses and poverty—then we don't deserve to live.”
Thank you. I hope they help.
And now today's jobs report:
“The Employment Situation—August 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
Seasonally adjusted headline:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 142,000 in August, and the unemployment rate was
little changed at 6.1 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.”

Not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Employed, Less than a high school diploma, 25 years and over (25 - 64): up +502,000
Employed, Bachelor's degree and higher, 25 years and over (25 - 64): down -92,000
Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate: 63.0%—down from 63.5%
Employment-Population Ratio: 59.1%—down from 59.4%

Not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm: up +327,000
Goods-producing: up +81,000
Private service-providing: up +37,000
Government: up +209,000

Not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil and gas extraction: down -600
Manufacturing: up +39,000
Motor vehicles and parts: up +14,000
Wholesale trade: down -7,700
Retail trade: down -14,800
Furniture and home furnishings stores: up +5,800

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gasoline stations: up +5,400
Clothing and clothing accessories stores: up +12,700
Couriers and messengers: up +4,300
Information: down -5,000
Financial activities: down -6,000
Real estate and rental and leasing: down -7,400
Professional and business services: up +84,000
Employment services: up +81,200
Education and health services: up +49,000
Educational services: down -22,300
Health care and social assistance: up +71,300
Child day care services: up +20,400
Leisure and hospitality: down -47,000
Membership associations and organizations: down -27,000
Local government: up +166,000
Local government education: up +217,900
Local government, excluding education: down -51,200

(Yes, I know they don't add.)
“Life, if you looked about you, bore no resemblance not only to the lies that streamed out of the telescreens,
but even to the ideals that the Party was trying to achieve.” — Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

1141.
China Wins History’s Biggest Wars By Helping Its Enemies
To Deindustrialize
September 6, 2014
What if our government really isn't worse than their government? What if surrendering to the People's
Liberation Army is actually kind of a dumb idea? China has nuclear weapons, of course, but China doesn't
need nuclear weapons.
The PLA wins history's biggest wars by helping its enemies to deindustrialize.
Are you, reader, helping the PLA?
As of yesterday, the following poem is blocked on Sina Weibo:
“Sensitive Words: The Poetry Edition”
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/2014/09/sensitive-words-poetry-edition
The people have money—you steal,
The people have women—you rape,
The people have homes—you tear down,
The people have words—you delete!
The people have woes—you perform,
The people are wronged—you lock up,
The people have issues—you reject,
The people have doubts—you edit!
The people's property—you take,
The people's suffering—you flee,
The people's pregnancies—you abort,
The people's food stalls—you flip!
The people curse you as bastards,
But you call yourselves officials.
Please don't support these bastards unless you want to be killed and eaten by these bastards.
Their words, not mine, but who would know better?

1142.
“China unveils new rules on overseas investment”
September 7, 2014
BEIJING, Sept. 7 (Xinhua) -- New measures to allow easier overseas investment by domestic companies
have been released by the Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOC).
Under the new rules, the ministry cedes its previous control over the number of investment projects. Only
overseas investment projects in sensitive countries or regions, as well as in sensitive industries will require
approval by the MOC.
Such sensitive countries or regions include countries that have not established diplomatic ties with China and
those countries under the United Nations sanctions. Other overseas investment projects only need to register
with the MOC, according to the new measures posted on their website Saturday.
Aimed at allowing more freedom for outbound investment, the measures take effect on Oct. 6 this year.
Previously, any overseas investment project worth more than 100 million U.S. dollars was required to be
approved by the MOC. Overseas investment in energy and mining, or projects between 10 million and 100
million U.S. dollars, must also be approved by provincial commerce departments.
Overseas investment by industries under China's export restriction policies or those projects affecting more
than one foreign country's interests are subject to the MOC's approval review.
Apart from the MOC, the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), China's top economic
planner, has the power to approve or veto an overseas investment project.
According to the new measures unveiled by the NDRC in April, Chinese companies planning to invest less
than 1 billion U.S. dollars overseas will only need to register with authorities rather than get approvals from
the NDRC.
Any overseas investment project larger than 1 billion U.S. dollars must be approved by the NDRC and
investment above 2 billion U.S. dollars must be approved by the State Council, or China's cabinet.
As one of the most popular destinations for foreign investment, China has also become the world's thirdlargest investor during the first seven months of the year, investing 52.55 billion U.S. dollars in non-financial
companies in 149 countries or regions, according to the MOC.
—
[Lyrics: “Dollar to the Giant”]

1143.
What’s This Got To Do With Us?
September 8, 2014
“What's this got to do with us?”
That's the question American citizens ought to be asking themselves every day.
What's ISIS, or even the Middle East, got to do with us? What we're told is U.S. foreign policy—what's this
got to do with us? America's wars and economic policies—what's any of this got to do with us?
How is this good for our country? How is this good for our people—for the everyday American citizens who
suffer and sacrifice?
“China’s surplus hits record high in August with exports up 9.4 pct”
[Xinhua link—September 8, 2014]
•

Trade surplus [49.8 billion U.S. dollars] in August jumped 77.9 percent year-on-year and hit a record
high again, after reaching an all-time high of 47.3 billion U.S dollars in July.

“Harvard University receives largest ever donation from Hong Kong foundation”
[SCMP link—September 8, 2014]
•

A foundation set up by Hang Lung Group chief Ronnie Chan Chichung and his family has made the
biggest donation in Harvard University's 378-year history, handing over US$350 million to its school
of public health. The school will be renamed the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health after
the late tycoon Chan Tseng-hsi, founder of Hang Lung. It becomes only the second Harvard faculty
to carry the name of a person, after the John F. Kennedy School of Government.

“Foreign Powers Buy Influence at Think Tanks”
www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/politics/foreign-powers-buy-influence-at-think-tanks.html
•

•

More than a dozen prominent Washington research groups have received tens of millions of dollars
from foreign governments in recent years while pushing United States government officials to adopt
policies that often reflect the donors' priorities, an investigation by The New York Times has found.
[Oh my goodness—who'd have thought?]

“Scots, What the Heck?”
www.nytimes.com/2014/09/08/opinion/paul-krugman-scots-what-the-heck.html

•
•

Well, I have a message for the Scots: Be afraid, be very afraid. The risks of going it alone are huge.
I find it mind-boggling that Scotland would consider going down this path after all that has happened
in the last few years. If Scottish voters really believe that it's safe to become a country without a
currency, they have been badly misled.

I have a message for the Scots, too:
Nemo me impune lacessit.
Paul Krugman is a mainstream media lobbyist who got his Nobel from the Swedish central bank and told us
not to worry about China's trade surplus.
While it is true that Krugman & Co. can make life more difficult for the Scots—and while it is perhaps true
that Krugman & Co. engineered the looting they've nicknamed “The Great Recession”—
It is also true that “no one attacks [a Scot] with impunity.”
Now what's this got to do with us?

1144.
Where will the money come from—and why?
September 9, 2014
If you currently have a job—any job—it will probably be the best job you ever have.
Your future—and your country's continued existence—will require an income.
How? Where will the money come from?
Why?
“Electrolux takes on Whirlpool in U.S. with $3.3 billion GE Appliances Buy”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/09/08/us-general-electric-divestiture-idUSKBN0H30AG20140908
•

GE's century-old household appliance business . . . could help the Swedish company expand beyond
its core European market.

“SMTCL Considers First US Factory”
www.industryweek.com/production-equipment/smtcl-considers-first-us-factory
•
•

[Chief operating officer Jerry] McCarty noted the [Chinese state-owned] company has 32 factories in
China with 10 million square feet of manufacturing space.
SMTCL sells most of its [machine tools] in China but McCarty said the company's business in the
U.S. was growing in areas such as aerospace.

“Bluster and Bluff in the Baltic”
www.buchanan.org/blog/bluster-bluff-baltic-6950
•

•

Cold War presidents routinely issued captive nations resolutions, declaring our belief in the right of
the peoples behind the Iron Curtain to be free. But no president regarded their liberation worthy of
war.
And why is this quarrel any of America's business? Was it the business of Czar Alexander II when
the 11 Southern states seceded from the Union and, then, West Virginia seceded from Virginia?

“China’s Borderline Belligerence”
www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/brahma-chellaney-criticizes-india-for-allowing-china-to-dominatethe-bilateral-relationship

•

The central objective of Chinese leaders' visits to India is not to advance cooperation on a shared
agenda, but to reinforce China's own interests, beginning with its territorial claims. Even China's
highly lucrative and fast-growing trade with India has not curbed its rising territorial assertiveness.

“How America Made ISIS”
www.tomdispatch.com/blog/175888/tomgram%3A_engelhardt%2C_the_escalation_follies
•

•

Certainly, what official Washington has needed in tough times is a bona fide enemy so darn evil, so
brutal, so barbaric, so inhuman that, by contrast, we might know just how exceptional, how truly
necessary on this planet we really are. In the nick of time, riding to the rescue comes something new
under the sun. . . .
ISIS's urge was undoubtedly to bait the Obama administration into a significant intervention. And in
that, it may prove successful.

“China’s Military Gets More Bang for the Buck”
www.bloombergview.com/articles/2014-09-08/china-s-military-gets-more-bang-for-the-buck
•

•

The message, of course, is that the U.S. outspends all its rivals, ensuring its continued military
dominance. But there are several problems with this perennial talking point. The first is that these
dollar numbers aren't adjusted for the cost of anything that any of these militaries buy.
The U.S. has commitments to defend allies in Europe, Asia and the Middle East. We have to keep
aircraft carriers sailing the seas and maintain overseas bases just to meet our existing commitments.
That dramatically reduces the amount of money we would actually be able to spend on a major war.
China and Russia, of course, have no such global commitments.

“Rising Extreme Poverty in the United States and the Response of Federal Means-Tested Transfer
Programs”
www.npc.umich.edu/publications/working_papers/?publication_id=255
•

“Extreme poverty” is defined using a World Bank metric of global poverty: $2 or less, per person, per
day. Using the 1996-2008 panels of the Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), we
estimate that in mid-2011, 1.65 million households with 3.55 million children were living in extreme
poverty in a given month, based on cash income. This constituted 4.3 percent of all non-elderly
households with children.

Deindustrialization. We can all see where this is going—and, when we're being honest, where it comes
from.
(Also please scroll down.)
—
[Transcript: “There’s Something Wrong With Me”]

1145.
and Recovery Not At All
September 10, 2014
So many good articles. I'll keep it moving:
“Inversions Are Revealing the Ugly Face of Shareholder Value”
www.huffingtonpost.com/ralph-gomory/inversions-are-revealing-_b_5785376.html
•

Above all let us not make the easy mistake of simply attacking inversions. Inversions are only the
highly visible sign of something much bigger. The real issue is not about inversions; it is about the
goals of American corporations, and the fact that their present goals are destructive for America.

“The ISIS Scam”
www.unz.com/pgiraldi/the-isis-scam
•

Second, Washington must always act in a measured and proportionate fashion, always recognizing
that groups active in the Middle East and Africa do not actually threaten the United States in any
serious way. Where there is no real threat there is no vital interest at stake and engagement should be
commensurate. Does the White House appreciate those two limitations on its action?

“The Struggle for Palestine (II): Who Won the Gaza War?”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/09/the-struggle-for-palestine-ii.html
•

After removing the effects of inflation, the GWOT is now the second most expensive war in U.S.
history, exceeding the far larger Civil War, WWI, the Korean War, and Vietnam. Only WWII cost
more. And yet as this post is being written, President Obama is about to announce yet another
escalation of the GWOT and the defense budget.

“An Unlearned Lesson from 9/11”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/10/an-unlearned-lesson-from-911
•

The “war on terror” has not defeated it but brought more terror to the world.

“9/11’s secret 28-page history”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/09/911-secret-28-page-history-201499122529308836.html
•

Saudi Arabia, interestingly, has also called for the declassification of the secret 28 pages on foreign
support.

“9/11 After 13 Years”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/09/10/911-13-years-paul-craig-roberts
•

The entire episode stinks to high heaven.

“Taking Control: Pathways To Drug Policies That Work”
www.gcdpsummary2014.com
•

The Global Commission's proposals . . . call on governments to rethink the problem . . . and not to
shy away from the transformative power of regulation. The obstacles to drug policy reform are both
daunting and diverse. Powerful and established drug control bureaucracies, both national and
international, staunchly defend status quo policies. They seldom question whether their involvement
and tactics in enforcing drug policy are doing more harm than good.

“Changes in U.S. Family Finances from 2010 to 2013: Evidence from the Survey of Consumer
Finances”
www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/bulletin/2014/pdf/scf14.pdf
•

Median and mean inflation-adjusted before-tax family incomes moved in different directions between
2010 and 2013. Overall, median income fell 5 percent between 2010 and 2013, from $49,000 to
$46,700. Mean income increased 4 percent, from $84,100 to $87,200. The decline in median income
coupled with the rise in mean income is consistent with a widening income distribution during this
period.

Curious, I searched for the word “recession” in this 41-page Fed bulletin. It appeared once, and “recovery”
not at all.

1146.
Don’t laugh. Try this. You’ll feel better.
September 11, 2014
Buy something American made. Try it and see if you don't feel better when you're part of the solution.
If we were making things, we wouldn't need to make trouble. Wall Street and Washington know this, but
they've painted themselves into a corner.
War cannot replace manufacturing.
Our President's speech last night was another symptom of deindustrialization to suppress other symptoms of
deindustrialization.
Anyhow, what's so “exceptional” about a country that's so self-destructive it won't even buy its own goods?
Wouldn't it be nice if Americans bought American-made goods and then Middle Easterners could buy
American-made goods, too?
From today's turbulence:
“Obama, ISIS and Al Qaeda: Deadly Dynamics”
www.barrymlando.com/https/barry-landosquarespacecom/2014/9/11/obama-isis-and-al-qaeda-deadlydynamics
•

There is nothing ISIS wants more than to be seen as the great defender of the Muslims against the
Americans and such discredited allies. Of course, one would think the U.S. Congress itself should be
holding weighty debates on this thorny subject. . . .

I scoured the Beijing press for some challenge to BHO's:
“This is a core principle of my presidency: If you threaten America, you will find no safe haven.”
Nothing yet.

1147.
Today’s News with Chinese Characteristics
September 12, 2014
Perusing today's news with Chinese characteristics:
“China pledges to assist in fight on terror”
[China Daily link—September 12, 2014]
•

•

•

“Since Obama took office, the priority of the US global anti-terror campaign has diminished on the
White House agenda, and the pressure on the extremist organizations has been partly relieved, which
gave rise to the violent Islamic States.” — Li Shaoxian of the China Institute of Contemporary
International Relations
“Homeland security in the United States has been overhauled close to perfection, but some other
countries, which have been home to terrorists, have suffered greater chaos and dysfunction of
governance.” — Hu Shisheng of the China Institute of Contemporary International Relations
China called upon the global anti-terror fight to respect international law, national sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

“China to fast-track prosecution of terrorists, extremists”
[Xinhua link—September 12, 2014]
•

•
•

Chinese prosecutors, especially those in Xinjiang, are asked to fast-track cases involving terrorists,
religious extremists and manufacturers of firearms and explosives, the Supreme People's
Procuratorate (SPP) said Thursday.
Counterterrorism is to be a priority of prosecutors as part of tough measures against the “three evil
forces”—terrorism, separatism and extremism. Human trafficking cases will also be fast-tracked. . . .
Besides fighting terrorism, prosecutors are instructed to protect legitimate rights and interests of
people from all ethnic groups and help implement the country's religious policies.

“How will China run its economy?”
[People's Daily link—September 12, 2014]
•

•

Li [Keqiang] noted that China has a wealth of capital so it is impossible to stimulate the economy by
issuing more currency. It is true that loose monetary policy can bring short-term economic growth,
but it will be followed by a series of new problems such as damped consumption and oversupply of
inventory.
Reform is an effective means to drive the economy. Li pointed out that central government and local
governments should clearly know what they can do and what they can't so as to prevent the abuse of
public power.

•

Reform should be adopted to draw a clear line between economy and public power. Chinese
economic growth depends on the depth of reform.

“Norway rejects virus concerns as excuse for China’s reason for salmon import ban”
[SCMP link—September 12, 2014]
•
•

•

The Norwegian Seafood Council yesterday disputed China's ban on imported whole salmon from the
Scandinavian country, saying the fish were safe to eat.
Ties between Norway and China have been strained since dissident Liu Xiaobo was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in October 2010. Norway's fresh salmon exports were affected in the following
months as China stepped up quality checks after media reports that traces of drugs had been found in
the fish.
In May, Tibet's exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, visited the Norwegian Parliament but the
government shunned him in a bid to repair ties with China.

Today's PRC/CCP/PLA news presentation was brought to you by American workers and American
consumers.
Actually, they're the same people, workers and consumers, but Americans can sometimes forget.

1148.
Today’s Ruminations with American Characteristics
September 13, 2014
“Alas! regardless of their doom, The little victims play;”—
Last week's official trade report reluctantly admitted that our goods deficit for July was $71,250,000,000—or
roughly $2.3 billion per day.
Adjusted for inflation, this isn't much less than World War II—our most expensive war, ever—cost our thenbeloved USA.
Our citizenry's July deficit was in wealth-producing goods—not in wealth-transferring, wealth-prevaricating
services. This means we lost jobs, real income, factories, productivity, future growth, tax revenues, national
independence, international influence, personal freedom, public health, and—while this apparently is
considered too impolite to even notice—human lives.
How could $2.3 billion dollars per day—the cost of a full-scale “real” war—translate otherwise?
Some American experts say that our trade deficit, now upwards of $10 trillion since we last recorded a
surplus, is a good thing—that this, for example, is how foreigners get the money to invest in American
industries and infrastructure.
Treason being a capital offense, I would hang them, every one of them—after a fair trial, of course, and
before a jury of their peers.
Most Americans cannot truly say that America would be a better place if every other American were just like
them.
Because, then, every other American would be part of the problem, too, and soon there would be no one left
to blame.
—“No sense have they of ills to come, Nor care beyond to-day:” — Tom Gray

1149.
Tell Me Again: Who Won That One?
September 14, 2014
We're such great businesspeople, 1975 was the last year U.S. global trade was in the black.
Let your imagination soar.
“Historical Series”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/historical
Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods, Census Basis
•

$11,968,064,000,000 (January 1976 - July 2014)

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods, BOP Basis
•

$12,363,751,000,000 (January 1976 - July 2014)

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods and Services, BOP Basis
•

$9,575,405,000,000 (January 1976 - December 2013)

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods and Services, BOP Basis (2014 Seasonally Adjusted)
•

$295.3 billion (January 2014 - July 2014)

“Costs of Major U.S. Wars”
www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RS22926.pdf
•

World War II: $296.0 billion

“CPI Inflation Calculator”
www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm
•
•

$1.00 in 1941 has the same buying power as $16.21 in 2014
$1.00 in 1945 has the same buying power as $13.24 in 2014

“Senior Party official urges socialist values in artworks”
[Xinhua link—September 14, 2014]

•

A senior Communist Party of China (CPC) official Saturday called on artists to uphold socialist
values and promote the Chinese Dream. Liu Qibao, head of the Publicity Department of the CPC
Central Committee, made the remarks at a ceremony awarding outstanding publications, films,
dramas and TV plays. Chinese artists should always serve the people and their artworks should focus
on ordinary people, said Liu, also a member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee.
They should uphold socialist values, promote the Chinese dream, carry on Chinese cultural traditions
and send constructive and positive messages to their audience, he said. He urged artists to uphold the
good and criticize the bad, sharpen their creativity and resist vulgarity.

Let your imagination soar.

1150.
A Rare Not-Horrible Article
September 15, 2014
I thought you'd enjoy this not-horrible article from the Chinese Communist Press—keeping in mind, of
course, that it comes from the same people who financed our refinancing bubble in anticipation of October
2008. They're brilliant and determined biological competitors who want us out of the way and then dead.
(Someday, you'll thank me.)
There's another issue here, in that the dollar-centric U.S. economy is essentially a bubble—fictitious, an
illusion by which we defy gravity just long enough to get in, cash out, and leave the kids with our
comeuppance.
Thirty-nine years of goods deficits—$12 trillion dollars, so far—means that our country is unsupported. Our
children will need farms and factories. We're handing them smoke and mirrors—and a wink that these are
the correct tools.
“A nation's standard of living [still] must be supported by a standard of productivity.”
You're welcome.
“Why we are forever blowing bubbles”
[China Daily link—September 15, 2014]
•
•

•
•
•

Even after many conversations with Nobel laureates, I have no clear answer.
New financial products that promised to help everyone realize the dream of home ownership proved
to be too good to be true. Because such innovations take a longer time to be shown for what they
really are, bubbles may last longer and cause even greater damage.
A key feature is a lack of fundamental support. . . .
Another astonishing fact is that the government's hands have been behind almost all bubbles. The
government allowed excessive liquidity, providing a foundation for bubble development.
Granted, capital markets have become far more powerful. However, the financial industry can only
be as powerful as the degree to which their clients choose to ignore risks and accept the fantastic
pitches of those who sell financial products.

I can safely paste the rest of the article below—if you promise not to believe every word of it.

1151.
For the love of Pete, would we connect a Dot?
September 16, 2014
Our trade reports are important. These are what tell the world whether we're good for the money or we're
not.
Nobody cares about a country's debt. It's the ability to pay that matters.
We've racked up $12 trillion dollars in goods deficits since we posted our last surplus in 1975.
We've racked up $11 trillion dollars in goods deficits since we put Bill Clinton in the White House in 1993.
Now we need war, continuous war, say our leaders.
Our enemies keep lending us money—regardless of our inability to pay.

1152.
Dealing With The Internet Still Reeling From The Printing
Press
September 17, 2014
Mass communication encourages mass conformity. We're dealing with the Internet still reeling from the
printing press.
We can all afford a moment to think about our thinking—and who might have “encouraged” it.
Reader beware. Though instructive, most of what follows is deceptive and in no particular order.
“Why Chinese money is flooding American markets”
www.nbr.com/2014/09/17/why-chinese-money-is-flooding-american-markets
•

Their motivation is straightforward. They feel their assets are much better protected in the United
States.

“China’s Central Bank Injects $81 Billion Into Top Banks to Counter Slowdown”
http://online.wsj.com/articles/china-pboc-injects-81-billion-into-top-banks-1410914151
•

Economists warn more stimulus may be needed.

“China Tells Domestic Companies — Go Make Overseas Acquisitions”
[Agence France-Presse via Industry Week—September 16, 2014]
•

The 112.1% year-on-year increase in ODI announced by the commerce ministry was a dramatic
contrast to the 14% fall in FDI, which sank to $7.20 billion. Both sets of figures exclude investment
in financial sectors.

“China’s outward investment surges as growth pattern shows significant shift”
[SCMP link—September 16, 2014]
•

China is hoping to diversify its US$4 trillion worth of foreign exchange reserves by investing
abroad.

“Undercover investigation: Become a native English teacher in China, no questions asked”
[SCMP link—September 17, 2014]

•

Andrea Linhartova, an English teacher from the Czech Republic, said she was asked to invent an
American persona to give her students a “real” experience. “I became Andrea, the country girl from
Minnesota,” she said.

“When in the US, it’s best to do as the Americans do”
[China Daily link—September 17, 2014]
•

The government has been working hard to educate Chinese companies on the importance of being
localized.

“‘Understanding China’ is an employable skill for American students”
[People's Daily link—September 17, 2014]
•

The goal is to have more Americans study further in China, and come back to the US with a deeper
understanding and broader experience.

“China needs local eye when going global”
[Global Times link—September 17, 2014]
•

“Strategic” is not a derogatory term, and China, as a major power, has every reason to employ an
overseas strategy. Most of its overseas projects are undertaken by large-sized State-owned
enterprises and funded by the State. However, the overuse of “strategy” and the excessive
interpretations by some media have brought misunderstandings about China's “going global.”

“Who’s Paying the Pro-War Pundits?”
www.thenation.com/article/181601/whos-paying-pro-war-pundits
•

Shouldn't the public know about their links to Pentagon contractors?

“Christians in east China scramble to save symbol of their faith”
www.cnn.com/2014/09/15/world/asia/china-christians-church/index.html
•

The local authorities are mostly targeting state-sanctioned churches, long tolerated by the ruling
Communist Party and often touted as a sign of religious freedom in the officially atheist country.

“Income and Poverty in the United States: 2013”
www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2014/demo/p60-249.pdf
•

This was the first decrease in the poverty rate since 2006. In 2013, there were 45.3 million people in
poverty.

“U.S. International Transactions: Second Quarter 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/transactions/2014/pdf/trans214.pdf

•

The decrease in the current-account deficit was largely due to a decrease in the deficit on secondary
income. In addition, the surpluses on services and primary income increased. These changes were
partly offset by an increase in the deficit on goods.

“Three Big Winners From A Scottish Independence Vote”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/09/17/three-big-winners-from-a-scottish-independence-vote
•

All this notwithstanding, the London establishment has been shameless in spreading false fears.

Shameless.

1153.
Wouldn’t You Be Happy To “Lend” The U.S. All The Money
It Needs To Destroy Itself?
September 18, 2014
Correcting yesterday's:
“China Tells Domestic Companies — Go Make Overseas Acquisitions”
[Agence France-Presse via Industry Week—September 16, 2014]
•

The 112.1% year-on-year increase in ODI announced by the commerce industry ministry was a
dramatic contrast to the 14% fall in FDI, which sank to $7.20 billion. Both sets of figures exclude
investment in financial sectors.

Adding a second secondary bullet point:
“U.S. International Transactions: Second Quarter 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/transactions/2014/pdf/trans214.pdf
•

•

The [$3.6-billion] decrease in the current-account deficit was largely due to a decrease in the deficit
on secondary income. In addition, the surpluses on services and primary income increased. These
changes were partly offset by an increase in the deficit on goods.
Secondary income receipts increased to $39.9 billion from $31.7 billion, reflecting an increase in
fines and penalties paid to the U.S. government (a component of U.S. government transfers).
Secondary income payments decreased to $61.3 billion from $61.7 billion, reflecting a decrease in
U.S. government grants.

(I thought you might be curious.)
And now, as antidote to annoying latecomers, from 2005:
“Braveheart, Edward I, and Bush”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/09/18/braveheart-edward-i-and-bush-2
•

•

For many people in the world, grievances of past centuries can be as real as the events of last week
and often more powerful. Animosities born of brutality and perceived injustice can distort relations
even between countries with strong economic and cultural ties.
Leaders with deep historical perspective really do treat war as a last resort, rather than a casual means
for achieving some geopolitical end.

Yesterday a favorite young reader asked me to:

•

“Keep reminding people that our country has fertile soil, fresh water, clean air, and room to grow—
all protected by two oceans—and this is what the Chinese want from us.”

Done.
Some more good advice:
If you were the People's Republic of China, wouldn't you be happy to “lend” the American citizenry all the
money it needs to destroy itself?
—this in the form of a question.

1154.
For a Good Time, Keep Breathing
September 19, 2014
Breathe.
“Passing On”
www.thesmartset.com/article/article09171401.aspx
•
•

100 years ago, the last passenger pigeon died. Her name was Martha.
Placed between Gorilla World, Cat House, and World of the Insect at the Cincinnati Zoo is an aviary
pagoda. That's where Martha spent her final days. There are three stuffed passenger pigeons on
display in the pagoda, alongside Incas, the last captive Carolina Parakeet. Incas died at the museum
in 1918, inside Martha's cage. On the path to the pagoda, a bronze memorial statue of Martha stands
frozen on a rock. Her head is cocked and she's walking toward something. Or, she could be walking
away.

“Xinhua Insight: GSK China hit with record fine, apologizes”
[Xinhua link—September 19, 2014]
•

•

In Friday's closed-door trial, Changsha Intermediate People's Court in central China's Hunan
Province ruled the firm guilty of “bribing non-government personnel” and imposed the fine, the
biggest ever by a Chinese court. Five individuals with the firm were sentenced to between two and
four years in prison with reprieves.
The company will continue to invest in China and support research. It will continue to develop new
medicines in China and increase access to its products in rural areas “through greater expansion of
production and through price flexibility.”

“Alibaba’s IPO to end US dominance in technology sector: expert”
[Xinhua link—September 19, 2014]
•
•

“Alibaba's growth rate of more than 30 percent shows that the gap between the Chinese companies,
Alibaba and Tencent, and U.S. companies is getting ever closer,” said Qing Wang.
[Please note that Alibaba is already bigger than Amazon and eBay put together.]

“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities—July 2014”
www.treasury.gov/ticdata/Publish/mfh.txt
1. $1.26 trillion: China, Mainland
2. $1.22 trillion: Japan

3. $0.35 trillion: Belgium
Our trade deficit is also a type of loan.
Our country is broke, so we have to borrow money to pay for our wars. Even U.S. consumer prices, when
subsidized by foreign governments like the Chinese Communist Party, represent a form of debt that must be
repaid—one way or the other.
Why would countries like China and Japan lend us money for seemingly endless war?
(Breathe.)

1155.
Partly Cloudy But Distracting
September 20, 2014
Like you, I worry about people who ridicule what they're too frightened to understand.
The world is changing more quickly than its weather—
“Climate Science Is Not Settled”
http://online.wsj.com/articles/climate-science-is-not-settled-1411143565
•
•

The crucial scientific question for policy isn't whether the climate is changing. That is a settled
matter. The climate has always changed and always will.
Policy makers and the public may wish for the comfort of certainty in their climate science. But. . . .

—but everyone notices the weather.

1156.
Biological Competitors
September 21, 2014
“It is better to let half of the people die so that the other half can eat their fill.”
— Mao Tse-Tung during a government-sponsored famine that killed another 45 million of his own great
apes.
I beg you to consider that the U.S. and China are biological competitors.
“Murder ‘comes naturally’ to chimpanzees”
www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-29237276
•

It was the basic characteristics of each community that made the biggest difference: the number of
males within it, and the overall population density of the area. These parameters link the violence to
natural selection: killing competitors improves a male chimp's access to resources like food and
territory—and crucially, it will happen more frequently when there is greater competition from
neighboring groups, and when the males can patrol in large numbers, with less risk to their own
survival.

“The Obsolescence of the Nation-State”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/19/the-obsolescence-of-the-nation-state
•

“Nationalism was a European idea.”

I'm including this Uri Avnery article on the “obsolescence” of the nation state because:
•
•
•

It is unwise and potentially dangerous.
For some reason it reminds me of large bankers.
My Asian readers will think it's hilarious.

Avnery, a normally decent professional Israeli, here completely ignores most of the world's population and
power. Beijing and Tokyo are doing just fine with their nation states, thank you.
Come to think of it—
Weren't we also coached on the obsolescence of American manufacturing?

1157.
Just Not Too Much Fun; “Mule of the Jews”
September 22, 2014
Have fun—
“Over 6,500 officials punished for extravagance”
[Xinhua link—September 20, 2014]
•

The August report noted that 2,673 cases concerned about violations of working rules, while 973
concerned luxury goods consumption with public funds. Other cases include gift giving and taking
and luxury government building projects. The report did not specify how the officials were
punished. However, under Party rules, punishment can extend up to expulsion from the CPC. As of
the end of August, 74,338 officials had been punished for rule breaches since the introduction of the
rules.

“U.S. Debates Removal of Weapons Ban on Vietnam as China Asserts Territorial Claims”
www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/blog/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=1587
•

Some officials in Washington are concerned that by lifting the arms sales ban in order to quell
Chinese aggression, they risk losing leverage on human rights issues.

“ISIS calls for attacks on Americans, says Obama is ‘mule of the Jews’”
www.jta.org/2014/09/22/news-opinion/world/isis-calls-for-attacks-on-americans-says-obama-is-mule-of-thejews
•

Meanwhile, Argentine President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner said that she had received threats
from ISIS during her weekend meeting at the Vatican with Pope Francis.

“Obama Sleeping With Louisville Slugger Under Bed Now”
www.theonion.com/articles/obama-sleeping-with-louisville-slugger-under-bed-n,36986
•

“We live in a dangerous world, and it's important to be prepared to protect your family,” said the
president, referring to the 32-ounce wooden baseball bat he recently retrieved from the White House
basement.

“Hispanics only group to see its poverty rate decline and incomes rise”
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/09/19/hispanics-only-group-to-see-its-poverty-rate-decline-andincomes-rise

•

From 2012 to 2013, the number of Hispanics in poverty dropped from 13.6 million to 12.7 million,
even as the Hispanic population grew by 1 million over the same time period. Meanwhile, the
median household income of Hispanics increased by 3.5% to $40,963, the first annual increase since
2000, according to the Census Bureau. Income changes for whites, blacks and Asians were not
statistically significant.

“Top political advisor urges adherence to China’s democracy”
[Xinhua link—September 22, 2014]
•

•

•

According to Xi's speech, which was delivered on Sunday, consultative democracy helps Chinese
people take part in the country's governance and makes sure that diverse voices can be heard,
ensuring that consensus can be reached and that the demands of different interest groups can be
incorporated into decisions smoothly.
Socialist consultative democracy is not only a unique embodiment and advantage of democracy with
Chinese characteristics, but also a reflection of the “mass line” of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) in the political realm, said Yu [Zhengsheng, chairman of the National Committee of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference].
“We must understand that the CPPCC is not an organ of power, but a platform to promote
democracy, improve political consultation, and unite all walks of life,” said Yu, adding that
consultation with political advisors can help enhance the process of decision-making.

—just not too much fun.

1158.
You Don’t Have To Be A Hero, A Patriot, Or Even A Good
Citizen
September 23, 2014
A personal message to [. . .]:
What about this?
“If you're not part of the problem, then you're automatically part of the solution.”
This should make it easier for you. You don't have to be a hero, a patriot, or even a good citizen.
Just stop making things worse. And grow up, for (anyone's) God's sake. Show some gratitude and
perspective. Would you be alive today—would you ever have been born?—if your ancestors were as useful
to their enemies and competitors?
If your ancestors were anything like you?
I'm sorry to sound so harsh, but everything you say you love is at stake: life, your life, the people in it, even
your material possessions.
If you're going to spend your time trying to justify selfish choices—
Begin here.

1159.
The Hanging Offense Of All Stupid Ideas
September 24, 2014
Our so-called “leaders”—I'd so-called “hang” the lot of them—wage war so they don't have to admit that
deindustrializing an industrial nation is the hanging offense of all stupid ideas.
Also they are proactive. You can see what they're doing to the country before the country can wake up and
do to them.
After the War, American industrialists told Harry Truman that we just can't make it, we can't turn swords
into not-swords, we can't meet Americans' material expectations without a permanent war industry and its
wartime production.
And so the (permanent, hopefully) Cold War was created.
Keep in mind that American industry, at that time, was still American. And that the demands of economic
inequality were not nearly what they are today.
The demands of economic inequality were not nearly what they are today.
So, yeah, the story that we need a war industry to support our standard of living was pig-poop then and it's
pig-poop now.
Now, however, we have very little industry of any kind, having very much deindustrialized since then.
So whenever you're wondering why our peace-loving people are always at war, take a good look in your
foreign-made mirror—
—but don't just stand there gawking.

1160.
All People Are The Same, Etc.
September 25, 2014
My experience with Labradors vs. Dobermans makes me partial to Labradors for duck blinds and
Dobermans for junk yards—but I can recognize a slippery slope of narrow-mindedness when I see one.
“China’s Trade in Tools of Torture and Repression”
www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ASA17/042/2014/en/7dcccd64-15c2-423a-93dd2841687f6655/asa170422014en.pdf
•

•

China's manufacturing of such equipment is dominated by large state-owned companies, with
multiple subsidiaries and affiliates. Over recent years this sector has greatly expanded the range of
equipment produced.
China is the only country known to manufacture spiked batons—which have metal spikes along the
entire length of the baton or are plastic batons with a spiked metal head. These are specifically
designed as implements of torture and can cause significant pain and suffering.

On the other hand, I can safely say the Chinese are cruel. This does not offend the Chinese.
Try telling the Americans why they should not expect any mercy from the Chinese and see how far you get.

1161.
Today’s Real Serious Question Is:
September 26, 2014
I should repeat this every so often:
“Foreign policy is a way of being in the world. In other words, foreign policy is domestic economic policy.”
Foreign policy is domestic economic policy.
How does it help our people to complicate such a simple truth?
Just kidding. Today's real serious question is:
•

What?

“Gross Domestic Product: Second Quarter 2014 (Third Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2014/pdf/gdp2q14_3rd.pdf
•
•
•
•

Real GDP: up +4.6 percent
Real GNP: up +4.6 percent
Current-dollar GDP: up +6.8 percent
Real gross domestic income (GDI): up +5.2 percent

I can't do any better than this, except to recommend that you trust your own observations and experience
well before the next GDP release.
The United States has been a busy little superpower lately—lots of balls in the air and quite as many reasons
to buy time.
Our global competitors are happy to assist our national suicide. Their domestic and foreign policies are
always the same.

1162.
“Triage”—We Can Save All Of The Patients
September 27, 2014
Triage.
Lots of issues are important, vitally so, matters of life or death, but we need to prioritize more intelligently.
We can save all of the patients if we work in the right order.
Triage.
Today's links, possibly in the wrong order:
“Chinese Researcher: ‘Hostile Western Forces’ Behind Great Leap Death Tolls”
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/09/25/hostile_western_forces_china_death_tolls
•
•
•

•
•

But the CASS article, also published in state-run outlets Xinhua and People's Daily, euphemized the
party's policies in that period, calling them an “exploratory error.” The phrase quickly struck a nerve.
“China should starve them, freeze them, force them to constantly study [revolutionary] materials,
make their inner soul explode with revolution, and let everyone watch.”
Censors reacted swiftly to the online clamor. On Sept. 22 and 23, two of the most-censored words on
Weibo were “exploratory” and “explore,” according to Weiboscope, an analytics project run by the
Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Wang Weiguang, dean and party secretary of the CASS, wrote an op-ed on Sept. 24 for the state-run,
nationalist Global Times in which he declared “class struggle can never be extinguished in China.”
Popular comments called for Wang to make his assets public so that “everyone can know which class
you belong to.”

“Chinese Academy of Social Sciences”
[Official BIC-CASS website]
•

•

“The basic tasks of CASS are to promote the development of social sciences while put emphasis on
basic theory research; actively conduct countermeasure and application research with a microscopic,
strategic and foresighted nature; stick to the policy of ‘making the past serve the present and foreign
things serve China’, critically carry on the excellent cultural heritage of the Chinese nation, and
bravely absorb and use for reference all the useful achievements of human civilizations; arm people's
mind with scientific theory in order to raise the ideological and moral levels and improve the
scientific and cultural quality; and to train talents of the high attainments in social sciences and
highly-qualified management personnel.”
[Sic!]

“Why I Hope to Die at 75”

www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/09/why-i-hope-to-die-at-75/379329
•
•

[By Ezekiel J. Emanuel]
[Ugh!]

“How the Mid-Victorians Worked, Ate and Died” [repeat]
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2672390
•

•

With the exception of family planning, the vast edifice of twentieth century healthcare has not
enabled us to live longer but has in the main merely supplied methods of suppressing the symptoms
of degenerative diseases which have emerged due to our failure to maintain mid-Victorian nutritional
standards.
With the exception of family planning and antibiotics, the vast edifice of twentieth century healthcare
has generated little more than tools to suppress symptoms of degenerative diseases which have
emerged due to our failure to maintain mid-Victorian nutritional standards.

“To combat death you don't need much of a life, just one that isn't yet finished.” — Herta Müller
We've work to do.
It'll be fun.

1163.
One person CAN make a difference!
September 29, 2014
Every grade-school class clown has a dirty-little secret of a long-term agenda.
Of course it's a lot of fun to make people laugh, but it's much more rewarding to help people to laugh for the
rest of their lives—and, therefore, for the rest of their children's and grandchildren's lives.
Whether or not people understand what's actually funny anymore, most seem to have forgotten that without
life, laughter itself is impossible.
(Briefly getting back to Saturday's “Triage” essay:)
We're losing—bleeding!—$2.3 billion dollars every day in goods deficits. (Basically the cost of a full-scale
war if your cities and factories are being destroyed, too.) Climate change—one camp or the other—is an
important issue that cannot be ignored forever.
But whether or not people understand what's relatively important anymore, most people seem to have
forgotten that without sustenance, without a source of income, life itself is not possible.
No joke. We need money—first. Climate change and the other vitally important issues that require money
will just have to wait. If we don't get our priorities in order, we won't be able to save our own country.
It will be fun. Admittedly, it has to be fun.
You'll love this:
On September 21, I published a piece called “Biological Competitors” that began:
•
•

“It is better to let half of the people die so that the other half can eat their fill.” — Mao TseTung during a government-sponsored famine that killed another 45 million of his own great apes.
I beg you to consider that the U.S. and China are biological competitors.

I then included a research paper that made Murderous Competitive Chimpanzees sound amazingly like
Mainland Communist Chinese.
The next day, on September 22, the Chinese government issued an official statement through its “Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences”:
•

“There are certain Western hostile forces that insist tens of millions of people starved to death,
and they continuously exaggerate, calling it a ‘premeditated crime’ committed by the CCP and
trying to challenge and deny the legitimacy of the CCP’s governance. This should put people
on high alert.”

The Party's statement touched off an Internet sh*t storm, which led the Party's censors to clamp down on
some of its keywords, which led me to take a few hours' vacation to repair my 1998 Ford truck.
If one person—or even a thousand—can frighten the most powerful organization in the world—
Then I'm here to tell you that one person can make a difference.
And, by the way, that the Chinese Communist Party blew it. They should have gotten rid of me when they
had the chance.
Ha!
Now I could wind up being the best friend the Chinese ever had, too.
Ha!

1164.
Wonder Why
September 30, 2014
Have you ever noticed exactly whose portrait is boldly featured on every current-series ******* banknote?
Have you wondered why?
“Steven Salaita: U. of I. destroyed my career”
www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/ct-steven-salaita-tenure-jews-twitter-tweets-unive20140929-story.html
•

Publicly disclosed documents reveal that, within days, University of Illinois donors who disagreed
with my criticism of Israeli policy threatened to withhold money if I wasn't fired.

“High-Rise Safety Initiative”
www.highrisesafetynyc.org
•

The High-Rise Safety Initiative is a ballot measure that will appear on the November 4, 2014 ballot in
New York City. If approved by voters, it will require the NYC Department of Buildings to
investigate high-rise building collapses in NYC. . . .

“Chicago University Leads Fight Over Chinese Propaganda Program”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/09/26/chicago-u-hangs-tough-against-chinese-propagandaagenda
•

The essence of the Confucius Institute concept, however, is that, in return for Chinese money, host
universities cede control of curriculums, teaching materials, and faculty appointments.

“Record Share of Americans Have Never Married”
www.pewsocialtrends.org/files/2014/09/2014-09-24_Never-Married-Americans.pdf
•

Among never-married adults ages 25 to 34, the number of employed men per 100 women dropped
from 139 in 1960 to 91 in 2012, despite the fact that men in this age group outnumber young women
in absolute numbers.

I'll paste a spare copy of yesterday's *******-related commentary below.

1165.
Having Fun At Hong Kong’s Expense
October 2, 2014
My readers have been asking, but it's been strangely difficult to find a responsible article about Hong Kong,
or one that doesn't naively underestimate Beijing. I thought this editorial—from, of all ridiculous sources,
Global Times—was worth passing along and, of all things, even taking seriously.
Most of all, please don't get too distracted by the hoopla in Hong Kong. We've got Chinese problems of our
own—not the least of which are Chinese—and besides, democracy is simply not part of the Confucian
worldview. I really have to wonder who's currently having more fun at Hong Kong's expense: Western
journalists or Chinese communists.
“Occupy campaign adds merely noise”
[Global Times editorial—September 30, 2014]
The Occupy Central protest continued on Monday, with growing crowds, mainly composed of young
students, blocking multiple streets.
The Hong Kong Stock Exchange saw shares fell about 2 percent, and the Hong Kong dollar also fell to a new
low against the US dollar. Investors' confidence was hit hard.
The local government announced Monday it would withdraw the riot police. However, the protesters insisted
on their demands, asking the National People's Congress to take back planned arrangements for electing
Hong Kong's leader in 2017, or for the special administrative region's chief executive C.Y. Leung to resign.
It appears that the oppositionists have achieved their first stage of success in mobilizing supporters to break
through the authority of Hong Kong's law. However, this is not the decisive element of Hong Kong's
situation. The general environment of the region's political reform stays intact. The oppositionists will face a
dead end.
Without changing the earlier decision, the central and Hong Kong governments can exercise a certain degree
of restraint in handling the shutdown of the city's financial areas, so as to leave some time for local people to
realize the harm done by the protesters' illegal acts.
Hong Kong has been peaceful for a long time without major turmoil. This is the reason why the extremists
dared to manipulate politics with illegal means. The young people do not know the consequence of crossing
the lines of the law, and it is difficult to persuade the emotional students not to do so.
Now the opposition forces have been complaining about the government's moves in handling the protests,
accusing it of using “excessive force.” No one seemed to have paid attention to what the protesters did in the
clashes.
If the oppositionists continue their Occupy campaign, they will bring more inconvenience to local people, the

investment environment will be harmed, and the stock market and foreign exchange market will slip. These
will all hurt the local people's interests, leaving holes on the promises raised by the oppositionists.
The central government will not step back just because of the chaos created by the oppositionists. The
Occupy Central campaign appears to be boisterous, but it will not spread out of Hong Kong. The majority of
mainlanders back the central government's Hong Kong policies. So it is unlikely the chaos in Hong Kong
could turn into a crisis in the mainland.
After Hong Kong people see it clearly that the central government will not change its mind, they will
recognize the dramas staged by the oppositionists are just making things worse. The tide will turn against the
oppositionists.

1166.
Books closed. Eyes on your own paper. Begin.
October 2, 2014
What would China's 1.36 billion people do without the Chinese Communist Party?

1167.
If You Want People To Attend Your Funeral, Don’t Say
Things Like This
October 2, 2014
“If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace.”
— Thomas Paine

1168.
The Jobs Report a la Pecorino Style
October 3, 2014
First things first: giving our government the benefit of the doubt:
Our country has never deindustrialized or died before. This gives our government greater flexibility to
“seasonally adjust” the real data for its “headline” claims. What they're reporting is a trend—where they
think we're headed based on past experience—but we're in uncharted waters now so our bureaucrats are
relatively clueless. And of course they lie—but maybe they don't. They include the unadjusted figures in
their reports—what supposedly actually happened—and most people don't bother to look. Maybe they don't
want to know.
Today's trade report and then today's jobs report:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—August 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Today's headline, seasonally adjusted:
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $40.1 billion in August
from $40.3 billion in July (revised), as exports and imports increased.

Today's fine print, not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods: $1.9 billion per day—down from $2.3 billion per day in July.
Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods with China: $974.1 million per day—down from $995.6 million per day
in July.
[Please note this does not include Chinese goods from, say, Mexico or Canada.]

“The Employment Situation—September 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
Today's headline, seasonally adjusted:
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 248,000 in September, and the unemployment rate
declined to 5.9 percent.

Today's fine print, not seasonally adjusted:
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 701,000 in September.
Total private: down -302,000

•
•
•

Goods-producing: down -57,000
Private service-providing: down -245,000
Total government: up +1,003,000

Also not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construction: down -34,000
Manufacturing: down -27,000
Retail: down -68,700
Amusements, gambling, and recreation: down -192,000
Food services and drinking places: down -130,200
Not in Labor Force: up +749,000

At the moment, the DJIA is up +218 points in response to today's “strong” jobs report.
We've gotten in the habit of calling only big bubbles “bubbles,” but if you don't physically produce the
wealth, it's bubble.
That's one word for it, anyhow. . . .

1169.
Accessory to Murder a la Pecorino Style
October 4, 2014
“It took years of indifference and stupidity to make us as ignorant as we are today. Anyone who has taught
college over the last forty years, as I have, can tell you how much less students coming out of high school
know every year. At first it was shocking, but it no longer surprises any college instructor that the nice and
eager young people enrolled in your classes have no ability to grasp most of the material being taught.” —
Dušan “Charles” Simić
“Age of Ignorance”
www.nybooks.com/blogs/nyrblog/2012/mar/20/age-of-ignorance
•

“Despite their bravado, these fools can always be counted on to vote against their self-interest. And
that, as far as I'm concerned, is why millions are being spent to keep my fellow citizens ignorant.” —
Simić

Yesterday I showed that, according to the same government report, we lost 302,000 private-sector nonfarm
jobs in September—27,000 in manufacturing alone.
“Encouraging Jobs Report Fuels Sharp Rise in Market”
www.nytimes.com/2014/10/04/business/daily-stock-market-activity.html
•
•
•

All the major stock indexes rose sharply. The Dow Jones industrial average rose 208.64, or 1.2
percent, to 17,009.69.
The good news pushed up the value of the dollar against other major currencies to the highest level in
more than four years.
The good news in the United States contrasts with troubling signs elsewhere. The Chinese economy
is slowing, and the 18-country eurozone is teetering on the brink of another recession. On Thursday,
the European Central Bank disappointed investors by not announcing details of more stimulus
measures.

“U.S. Eases Embargo on Arms to Vietnam”
www.nytimes.com/2014/10/03/world/asia/us-eases-embargo-on-arms-to-vietnam.html
•

•

The United States on Thursday partially lifted its longtime ban on the provision of lethal arms to
Vietnam, a move that is intended to help Hanoi strengthen its maritime security as it contends with a
more assertive China.
In a statement on Thursday, the White House said that in her meeting with Mr. Minh, Ms. Rice had
highlighted the United States' desire to deepen military cooperation while stressing the importance of
“continued progress” on human rights.

I wonder how long it will take the Chinese Communist Party to realize that China controls the
manufacture—supply and performance—of American weapons.
And American electronics. And American money. And American information.
Go ahead and laugh, but chances are overwhelming that you, gentle reader, are part of the problem.
If you support any of this with your time or money, you are an accessory to genocide, and your children will
never judge you harshly.

1170.
The Subtle Incompatibilities of Freedom and Ignorance
October 5, 2014
We the (Workers and Consumers) have the real power whether we realize it or not—right now, not; but we'll
end our self-destruction when we've had enough.
Here's a classic of corporate collusion and planned obsolescence. Ponder, if you dare, the subtle
incompatibilities of freedom and ignorance.
And don't think for a minute that governments cannot collude and plan obsolescence, too—at least as well as
“evil corporations.”
“The Great Lightbulb Conspiracy”
www.spectrum.ieee.org/geek-life/history/the-great-lightbulb-conspiracy
•

As revelers hung Christmas lights elsewhere in the city, the group founded the Phoebus cartel, a
supervisory body that would carve up the worldwide incandescent lightbulb market, with each
national and regional zone assigned its own manufacturers and production quotas. It was the first
cartel in history to enjoy a truly global reach.

Today’s Headline Hilarity from Xinhua:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Dow sees biggest gains in 7 months on robust jobs report”
“Gold plummets on upbeat jobs report”
“U.S. dollar rallies amid upbeat nonfarm job report”
“News Analysis: U.S.-Israel tensions likely to continue amid growing Mideast terror threat”
“Hong Kongers' free will shall not be held hostage to protestors”
“HK protests challenge supreme power organ: People's Daily”
“China's achievements in 65 years impress, benefit world”
“PRC more confident, reform-minded on 65th founding anniversary”
“Hegemony on the horizon? China says no”

“An open letter to ‘Occupy’ initiators and ‘pan-democrats’”
[China Daily Asia link—October 2, 2014]
•
•

You self-righteously proclaim that you represent the people while encouraging idealistic but naive
youth to break the law in order to pursue unrealistic political objectives.
In the British colonial days did you elect the governors? Has the universal suffrage reform
framework, passed by the National People's Congress Standing Committee (NPCSC), violated the
Basic Law?

•
•

•
•

•
•

Please also explain to me which country's electoral mechanism measures up to the so-called
“international standards”?
Tell me, if Beijing were to accept your demands for “one person, one vote” in Hong Kong, and the
people on the mainland also were to follow suit in electing the president of the country, where do you
think it would lead us in the current situation?
If Hong Kong and the nation are in chaos, you can emigrate abroad to become slaves of a foreign
master.
When the United States sent troops overseas with the intention of saving Iran, Syria, Iraq and
Afghanistan, the reasons were that in those countries the rulers were despotic, their peoples had no
freedom. But look at the consequences now.
I have studied and worked in the US and Canada for nearly 50 years. I understand that Western
democracy is no panacea. For success it requires an upgrade in the quality of the people.
Li Ka-shing said it well: The Communist Party of China undoubtedly has committed wrongdoings
and these were not mild mistakes. But as long as the Party improves things, it can lead the Chinese to
move forward, do you not agree? Since the reform and opening-up, a backward China has become
the world's second-most powerful nation, can't you understand this? Are you not happy?

Once again, please, for the children: the subtle incompatibilities of freedom and ignorance.

1171.
Yesterday I saw too much suffering—
October 6, 2014
—if today's thoughts would have a common thread.
“When I’m Gone”
www.cowboylyrics.com/lyrics/ochs-phil/when-im-gone-11455.html
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yB-BBVQLnxI
•

“And I won't breathe the bracing air when I'm gone. / And I can't even worry 'bout my cares when I'm
gone. / Won't be asked to do my share when I'm gone. / So I guess I'll have to do it while I'm here.”
— Phil Ochs

“We Need to Listen to the Founders and Stop the Forever War”
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/26508-we-need-to-listen-to-the-founders-and-stop-the-forever-war
•

The idea that a standing army made powerful by war would one day “enslave” the people through
perpetual war scared revolutionaries like Madison so much that they devoted a whole section of the
Constitution towards preventing it from ever happening.

“The Incarceration of the American Consumer”
http://blog.nader.org/2014/10/03/the-incarceration-of-the-american-consumer
•

The patsy U.S. government under President Clinton even went along with allowing foreign
companies to sue our government to compensate them for regulations such as chemical standards that
might reduce their sales and profits.

“The Entire World Will Regret Washington’s New ‘America Last’ Economic Strategy"
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/10/06/whats-left-of-our-economy-the-entire-world-will-regretwashingtons-new-america-last-economic-strategy
•

According to a New York Times report, the President Obama and the Federal Reserve have decided to
let the dollar strengthen against foreign currencies, enable America's competitors to increase their
price competitiveness over U.S.-origin goods and services, and allow slower growing foreign
economies “to see a little more prosperity—at the expense of Americans” by selling more in U.S. and
global markets.

From the archives, a must-read:

“Meeting of the Valdai International Discussion Club”
www.eng.kremlin.ru/news/6007
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•

Putin: The main thing that will determine success is the quality of citizens, the quality of society:
their intellectual, spiritual and moral strength. After all, in the end economic growth, prosperity and
geopolitical influence are all derived from societal conditions.
Putin: Our entire, uncensored history must be part of Russian identity. Without recognising this it is
impossible to establish mutual trust and allow society to move forward.
Putin: You understand that we will simply need to consider how many goods can access our market
and what protectionist measures we will have to take, that's all. After all, look at the share of
agricultural products that Ukraine imports and which end up on the Russian market.
Putin: One more question for our American friend and colleague. What will the United States do
about the budget deficit, the debt that has reached an incredible size? It is the largest debt in the
United States' post-war history. How will the situation unfold moving forward? This directly affects
the global economy and is a real concern for everyone.
Simes: First of all, we count on further cooperation with our Chinese partners, that they will buy even
more American financial obligations.
Putin: Just don't forget that Russia—Mr Kudrin is sitting right there—has bought a bunch of your
obligations.
Putin: People attacked Alexei Kudrin, particularly members of the leftist parties, for the fact that the
Central Bank holds a significant proportion of its reserves in securities denominated in dollars. But
nevertheless, we must give credit to our American partners; when we needed money, we got
everything, regardless of any internal problems within the US economy, or any problems with the
famous mortgage companies. In terms of partnership discipline, our American partners fulfilled
everything with great discipline. But ultimately, what will happen next, in your opinion? With the
Federal Reserve policy and the enormous debt?
Simes: I assume, given responsibility to you and Alexei Kudrin, the American currency will hold out;
I am almost certain of this, although there will be a few very nerve-wracking weeks, or perhaps even
months.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Scroll down.
Pull.
Keep pulling.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1172.
It’s a Full-Time Job Just Keeping These Vertebrates Alive
October 7, 2014
OK, now that the dust is settling in Hong Kong and everyone has learned their lesson about protests—that's
the message, right?—let's look around and learn some more.
“Pentagon: Up to $1.1 billion cost for Iraq, Syria”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/38d1cf0a1f79440c82f2ba189a7261d7/pentagon-11-billion-cost-iraq-syria
•

The Pentagon has spent as much as $1.1 billion on U.S. military operations against Islamic State
militants in Iraq and Syria since the mission began in mid-June, including more than $62 million
alone in Navy airstrikes and Tomahawk cruise missiles.

My readers will know that since mid-June, our trade deficit in goods has been $2.06 billion per day.
How many American casualties does this represent?
How can we afford any of this?
(Ooops! I almost forgot about our 4.6% GDP growth. See FFC #1161 of September 26—please.)
“Overseas Stimulus Moves Drive Yen, Euro and Renminbi Down Against Dollar”
www.nytimes.com/2014/10/03/business/international/as-fed-retreats-from-stimulus-central-banks-overseasexpand-theirs.html
•

•

As the growth of the United States economy outstrips the rest of the developed world, American
policy makers are allowing Europe, Japan and even China to seek a little more prosperity—at the
expense of Americans.
American leaders have embraced and celebrated a strong dollar as evidence of a strong economy. It
lets Americans buy more foreign goods and borrow more cheaply from foreign countries. It also may
draw foreign investors to American financial markets, supporting the rise of asset prices. But the rise
of the dollar carries large risks, too. It makes it harder for American companies to sell goods and
services.

“China’s Anbang Insurance To Acquire Iconic Waldorf Astoria New York Hotel”
[China Money Network link—October 7, 2014]
•

Hilton Worldwide Holdings Inc., owned by U.S. private equity giant The Blackstone Group, says it
has agreed to sell the Waldorf Astoria New York hotel to Chinese insurance firm Anbang Insurance
Group Co. Ltd. for US$1.95 billion, according to a company announcement.

•

•

As part of a long-term strategic partnership, Anbang will grant Hilton Worldwide a management
agreement to continue to operate the property for the next 100 years, and the hotel will undergo a
major renovation to restore the property to its historic grandeur.
Anbang's shareholders are some of China's largest state-owned enterprises, including SAIC Motor
Corporation Limited and Sinopec Corporation.

“Living Planet Report 2014”
www.wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/all_publications/living_planet_report
•

•

This latest edition of the Living Planet Report is not for the faint-hearted. One key point that jumps
out is that the Living Planet Index (LPI), which measures more than 10,000 representative
populations of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish, has declined by 52 percent since 1970.
Put another way, in less than two human generations, population sizes of vertebrate species have
dropped by half. These are the living forms that constitute the fabric of the ecosystems which sustain
life on Earth—and the barometer of what we are doing to our own planet, our only home. We ignore
their decline at our peril.

If the world's non-Chinese vertebrates think that life is difficult now, just wait. . . .
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1173.
Scary Arab Terrorists & Smiling Chinese Communists
October 8, 2014
It is significant that our elected officials—they're supposed to be working for us—are willing to lie to us
about our economy and therefore sentence us to death while their long-term interests are no different from
ours.
We're being set up. If we can't see it, then maybe we deserve it. But what about our descendants and what
about our ancestors? Do they deserve it? What would they say about us if we cared enough to listen?
Would they admire our passivity? Our hypocrisy? Our self-absorption?
With today's links, I will ask you to consider, too, all of the jobs, factories, family income, productivity, tax
revenues, independence, opportunity, social mobility, infrastructure, and real wealth we've lost to scary Arab
terrorists—
—vs. smiling Chinese communists.
“ISIS in Washington: America’s Soundtrack of Hysteria”
www.tomdispatch.com/post/175904/tomgram%3A_engelhardt%2C_inside_the_american_terrordome
•

For those in the ever-expanding U.S. military-industrial-homeland-security-intelligence-corporate
complex, terror was the gift that just kept giving, the excuse for any institution-building action and
career enhancement, no matter how it might contravene previous American traditions. In this
context, perhaps we should think of the puffing up of an ugly but limited reality into an allencompassing, eternally “imminent” threat to our way of life as the final chapter in the
demobilization of the American people.

“Purchase of foreign properties by Chinese is investment, not invasion”
[SCMP link—October 8, 2014]
•
•

The trend recalls the 1980s, when Japanese firms went on a global spending spree. But while some
people fret about foreign ownership of landmarks, China's purchases are grounded in investment.
[Nice try, SCMP.]

The reader is encouraged to explore the money trail from the American consumer to the Chinese Communist
Party to The Blackstone Group to Anbang Insurance to the Chinese Communist Party, which will be
renovating its newly acquired Waldorf Astoria New York hotel.
My guess is they'll be ordering a few extra spools of wire.
Anyone who steps foot in that hotel—much less actually spends a night in that hotel—

—ain't got the sense of a jaybird.

1174.
Regarding the Dollar’s Rise in Value, and Terrorists and
Cheap Goods
October 9, 2014
Like I said yesterday: we're being set up. In the process, anything that allows us to blame something other
than our destructive and gullible selves is greeted as welcome news. But have you noticed how rarely those
evil Muslim terrorists interfere with our supply of cheap Chinese goods?
If the U.S. economy hadn't been hijacked by bankers in 1945, we would have created even more real wealth
by goods exports in the post-war years. We did OK, but we could have done a lot better—for a lot more of
our own citizens. Our competitors' factories were in ruins. All we had to do was produce. Instead, we
played multinational bankers' games and supported multinational bankers' priorities—including their selfserving nonsense about a “strong” dollar. With this, we created our own industrial competition. We gave
our power—hard-won by American manufacturing output—back to our enemies, who systematically
targeted and destroyed our country's industrial economic base.
The world's largest current account surpluses are enjoyed by the likes of Germany, China, Japan—
manufacturers all, with artificially “weak” currencies. A “stronger” U.S. dollar means deeper U.S. trade
deficits, greater U.S. job losses, and the inevitable U.S. tragedy to follow.
Why would multinational bankers worry about this?
Like I said yesterday. . . .

1175.
If We’re Going To Make Money Our Top Priority—At Least
Let’s Do It Right
October 10, 2014
I keep thinking there must be something terribly wrong with adults who criticize and hate everything that
[Walmart or Wall Street or Washington or China] stands for, yet continue to support [Walmart or Wall Street
or Washington or China] with their own human life.
But I guess not. I'm told otherwise. But I'm hopeful—and will probably remain hopeful until the adults who
tell me otherwise start telling their children otherwise, too.
“U.S. Opposing China’s Answer to World Bank”
www.nytimes.com/2014/10/10/world/asia/chinas-plan-for-regional-development-bank-runs-into-usopposition.html
•

•

The United States Treasury Department has criticized the bank as a deliberate effort to undercut the
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, international financial institutions established after
World War II that are dominated by the United States and Japan, senior South Korean and Australian
officials said. Washington also sees the bank as a political tool for China to pull countries in
Southeast Asia closer to its orbit, a soft-power play that promises economic benefits while polishing
its image among neighbors anxious about its territorial claims.
But Washington's arguments run up against undisputed needs on the ground in Asia—needs that
existing institutions have been unable to meet, some development experts said. The Asian
Development Bank estimated in 2009 that the region would need as much as $8 trillion in
investments in physical infrastructure by 2020—an amount that exceeds what it or the World Bank
can muster, experts at the two banks said.

“Forgetting Lessons of Terrorism”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/10/09/forgetting-lessons-of-terrorism
•

Brian Jenkins, one of America's earliest genuine experts on terrorism, summed up this principle with
the observation, “Terrorists want a lot of people watching, not a lot of people dead.”

“Hong Kong protests are about more than democracy”
www.businessspectator.com.au/article/2014/9/30/china/hong-kong-protests-are-about-more-democracy
•
•

Hong Kong citizens seemed quite happy to accept London-appointed British colonial governors
without resistance.
“Always sexy for headlines in the US/West to talk about people protesting for democracy, but it's
also about the economy.” — Melissa Chang

•
•

•

•
•

While we support and cheer Hong Kong citizens' fight . . . many grievances are related to wider
economic and social ills that have little to do with democracy and elections.
Hong Kong's middle class and university graduates are facing ever greater competition for the
island's limited education and healthcare resources as well as real estate from mainland migrants,
investors and students.
The Apple Daily recently ran a controversial full-page advertisement, paid for by public donations,
featuring a giant locust (an imaginary representation of mainlanders) looming large over Hong
Kong's skyline.
Long-simmering social and economic tensions have now erupted, sparking a large scale protest
against Beijing.
To tackle Hong Kong's political crisis, it will take more than a freely elected chief executive. It will
require taking on Hong Kong's powerful establishment that is allied with both Chinese Communists
and foreign multi-nationals.

Wouldn't it be something if the Hong Kong protesters were, in fact, even less interested in democracy than
we are?
If we're going to make money our top priority—at least let's do it right.

1176.
“The Grey Lady and The Fool” — A Tale of Treachery
October 11, 2014
You have to know your pocket is being picked when the public-opinion polls tell stories like:
“Public Faith in Congress Falls Again, Hits Historic Low: Of major U.S. institutions, Americans most
confident in the military”
www.gallup.com/poll/171710/public-faith-congress-falls-again-hits-historic-low.aspx
Yesterday, The New York Times published an op-ed by General Wesley K. Clark. You might remember the
Supreme Commander from:
“There’s No Fool Like a . . . Fool” — August 14, 2013
www.facebook.com/notes/bob-hall-2016/theres-no-fool-like-a-fool/613367995360793
and the very next day:
“No Fool Like a [continued] Fool” — August 15, 2013
www.facebook.com/notes/bob-hall-2016/no-fool-like-a-continued-fool/613860681978191
Both can be found in my compendium—FFC #774 and FFC #775—and are included, for your renewed
vigilance, and disgust, near the bottom of this page.
Rarely do I come across anything so characterless, with such palpable contempt for its readers. Enjoy. The
New York Times and The Supreme Commander have grown too confident, perhaps, about their paragraphs in
Chinese history.
“Getting Real About China”
www.nytimes.com/2014/10/11/opinion/sunday/getting-real-about-china.html
•

If we are to retain our global leadership, and be a constructive, countervailing force as China rises,
America needs a long-term strategic vision of our own: a strong, growing economy built on a
foundation of energy independence; a vibrant, effective democracy; assertive, patient diplomacy
backed by supportive allies; and a military capable of standing toe to toe with China in a crisis.

As I've said so many times:
“The purpose of education is happiness, which is largely determined by our ability to know when we're being
lied to.”

Scroll down, please.

1177.
Poetry, Too, You Never Know, Might Help
October 12, 2014
I love the poetry of Ralph Gomory's:
“After all, this is my country, and it is painful for me to see it, day after day, struggling with chains of its
own devising and suffering from self-inflicted wounds.”
No news today, just a very long walk around the barn:
“Café: Berlin”
The café in a strange city bore a French writer's
name. I sat reading Under the Volcano,
with less enthusiasm now. Time to be healed,
I thought. I'd probably become a philistine.
Mexico was remote and its enormous stars
did not shine for me. The day of the dead dragged on.
Holiday of metaphors and light. Death played the lead.
A few people at neighboring tables, various fates.
Prudence, Sorrow, Common Sense. The Consul, Yvonne.
It was raining. I felt a little happiness. Someone entering,
someone leaving, someone had finally discovered the
perpetuum mobile.
I was in a free country. A lonely country.
Nothing was happening. The cannons slept.
The music favored no one, pop seeped
from the speakers, lazily repeating: many events coming

soon.
No one knew what to do, where to go, why.
I thought about you, our closeness, the scent
of your hair when autumn starts.
A plane rose from the airport
like a zealous pupil who believes
what the old masters told him.
The Soviet cosmonauts claimed they didn't find
God in outer space, but did they look?
— “Café: Berlin” from Unseen Hand by Adam Zagajewski (translated by Clare Cavanagh, Evanston,
Illinois)

1178.
OK, OK. Some news, too—
October 12, 2014
News links of interest:
“No Country is an Island—Or is It?”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/10/10/whats-left-of-our-economy-no-country-is-an-island-or-is-it
•

•

•

•

Interdependence with all its benefits and costs, opportunities and risks, clearly is an inescapable fact
of life for most countries. That's because they're either too small or too poor or some combination of
the two to prosper through their own devices.
The United States, however, isn't like most countries. It's big enough to be sufficiently diverse to
create needed specialization within its own borders. And it's wealthy enough to fund its own
continuing innovation and to provide all the demand its producers need.
Today, it looks like U.S. leaders are just as determinedly prioritizing the preservation of their
globalist ideologies—and indeed, worldviews—over hardheaded calculations of American national
interest. Fortunately for them, the Mainstream Media as always will help them disguise their agenda
or cloak it in innocuous-sounding language.
For imagine the firestorm if the riffraff found out that Washington's economic strategy is now—
needlessly—“America Last.”

“Israel’s occupation is more complex than a genocide”
www.thenational.ae/opinion/israels-occupation-is-more-complex-than-a-genocide
•

Raphael Lemkin [was] a Polish Jew and lawyer who after fleeing Nazi Europe succeeded in
introducing the term “genocide” into international law. Lemkin and the UN convention's drafters
understood that genocide did not require death camps; it could also be achieved gradually through
intentional and systematic abuse and neglect.

“China should be bold in acquisitions”
[Global Times via People's Daily—October 11, 2014]
•
•

As China rises, new acquisitions tend to create a worry that the West might be setting a trap for
China.
Although Japan's interest in acquisitions shrank at the end of the 1990s, its competitive capability
remained strong. Continuing to do business with the U.S. was essential for Japan. The economic
recession ruined Japan's domestic economy but not its international competitive strength.

“China an important driving force for world economic recovery: Li”

[Xinhua link—October 12, 2014]
•

•

The government loosens it control on market regulation and strengthens supervision, in order to
create an environment for fair competition in the market, which encourages a new boom of grassroots
entrepreneurship and mass innovation, Li said.
Furthermore, Li said China will make its market more accessible to foreign companies, promising to
enforce fair business rules and make earnest efforts to protect intellectual property rights.

“Alibaba Invests $50M In App Maker Peel”
[China Money Network link—October 10, 2014]
•

•

Alibaba, which just completed the world's largest IPO last month raising $25 billion on the New
York Stock Exchange, previously invested US$5 million last year in one of the start-up's four
previous venture funding rounds.
Peel, based in Mountain View, California, is a smart pone [sic] mobile app that allows users to
remotely control their home video and TV contents.

I need some fresh air.

1179.
Why Are You Idiots Still Buying Foreign Goods?
October 13, 2014
You know who you are.
If every American citizen were just like you, the U.S. would already be dead and gone.
We're losing $2 billion real dollars every day in goods deficits.
(Real dollars. Not Washington dollars. Not Wall Street dollars. Real dollars: real production, real jobs, and
real wealth.)
Workers and consumers are the same people.
American workers and American consumers are the same American citizens.
The People's Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, and the People's Liberation Army are the
same Chinese organizations.
Every American purchase of every foreign product—every foreign product, not just Chinese—contributes to
American deindustrialization and hardship.
This is how modern wars are fought. This is how industrial nations are conquered and colonized. This is
how biological competitors are exterminated.
You know who you are.
You're the problem.
“China’s exports jump 15.3 pct in September”
[Xinhua link—October 13, 2014]
•
•

China's exports saw the fastest growth in 19 months in September, expanding by 15.3 percent from a
year ago.
Trade surplus more than double to 31 billion U.S. dollars in September, the GAC said.

“China court rulings stress control of internet rests with the Party”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/10/us-china-internet-censorship-idUSKCN0HZ0B120141010
•

China's highest court has issued new rulings on online content publication that would further limit
what individuals and organizations in the country can say and do on the internet, state media reported
on Friday.

•
•
•

The new regulations reflect the ruling Communist Party's desire for all concerted efforts to influence
popular opinion, both online and offline, to remain firmly in its own hands.
Since Xi Jinping became president in early 2013, China's internet has undergone an even greater shift
toward state control and government-imposed censorship.
Last year, China criminalized the spreading of rumors online and began official campaigns to clamp
down on “obscenity” and “pornography”, loosely defined terms that critics say can be wielded as a
blunt tool to eliminate material seen as damaging to the Communist Party.

It's not too late to stop talking, stop blaming, and start being part of the solution.
It's never too late to support the country, the economy, and the place you live in.

1180.
Repeat This Message To The World
October 14, 2014
“Why Are You Idiots Still Buying Foreign Goods?”
You know who you are.
If every American citizen were just like you, the U.S. would already be dead and gone.
We're losing $2 billion real dollars every day in goods deficits.
(Real dollars. Not Washington dollars. Not Wall Street dollars. Real dollars: real production, real jobs, and
real wealth.)
Workers and consumers are the same people.
American workers and American consumers are the same American citizens.
The People's Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, and the People's Liberation Army are the
same Chinese organizations.
Every American purchase of every foreign product—every foreign product, not just Chinese—contributes to
American deindustrialization and hardship.
This is how modern wars are fought. This is how industrial nations are conquered and colonized. This is
how biological competitors are exterminated.
You know who you are.
You're the problem.
It's not too late to stop talking, stop blaming, and start being part of the solution.
It's never too late to support the country, the economy, and the place you live in.

1181.
Obvious Stuff
October 15, 2014
Practically Obvious:
•
•
•
•

Nobody cares about inequality. When people have enough, they don't worry about other people who
have more.
Liberty and happiness are learned. Citizens won't resist a change of management if they think their
work and the way they're treated will stay the same.
The Hong Kong protesters are protesting what Americans should be protesting: 1.36 billion mainland
Chinese getting ready to devour the planet like a swarm of locusts.
A useful “Why Are You Idiots Still Buying Foreign Goods?” PDF was attached here.

“The Middle East Doesn’t Matter”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-middle-east-doesnt-matter
•

Neither ISIS nor any of America's fair-weather allies are worth the price of the U.S.'s deepening
regional commitments.

“Art must present socialist values: Xi”
[Xinhua link—October 15, 2014]
•

Life-like works should be created so as to tell people in [a] “covert but influential” way what should
be praised and what should be denied, he said. Art works should also present patriotism as the main
theme and foster correct viewpoints of history, nationality and culture, as well as strengthen pride in
being Chinese, according to the president.

“Li Ka-Shing’s Horizons Ventures Invests In Impossible Foods”
[China Money Network link—October 15, 2014]
•

California-based artificial meat maker Impossible Foods . . . develops new technologies to produce
plant-based foods that outperform existing meat and dairy products in taste and nutrition, at a lower
cost and with a much lower impact on the global environment. Horizons Ventures has previously
invested in Hampton Creek Foods, a company developing technologies to make artificial eggs, and
led a US$10 million series A round in Modern Meadow Inc., a start-up that can grow meat and
leather in the lab.

“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”

1182.
Who Gets To Pay?
October 16, 2014
Often as not, the American artist is a worldly ignoramus.
“Xinhua Insight: China’s Xi points way for arts”
[Xinhua link—October 16, 2014]
•

•

Addressing authors, actors, script writers and dancers at a symposium in Beijing, Xi urged artists to
create more works that are both artistically outstanding and morally inspiring, in order to serve the
people and socialism and to present socialist core values. Artists should not “lose themselves in the
tide of market economy nor go astray while answering the question of whom to serve, otherwise their
works will lack vitality,” he said. Art works should not be the “slaves” of the market and should not
bear “the stench of money.”
Watched by senior Communist Party of China (CPC) leader Liu Yunshan, President Xi said cultural
and artistic sectors in China must serve the people and socialism. “Socialist culture and art is, in
essence, the culture and art of the people,” he said, adding that serving the people and the socialist
cause is a requirement of the CPC, and it is essential to the future development of the country's
cultural and artistic sectors.

Why would artists anywhere on Earth support their own repression by purchasing Chinese goods?
“Communist Party tightens grip on control of China’s universities”
[SCMP link—October 16, 2014]
•

The General Office of the Communist Party of China, which is directly under the Central Committee,
released the directive for higher education entities to unify under the party leadership yesterday.

Often as not, the worldly intellectual is a coward, too comfortable.
As regards our nation's looters, in their own words today:
“Semi-Annual Report to Congress on International Economic and Exchange Rate Policies”
www.treasury.gov/resource-center/international/exchange-rate-policies/Documents/2014-10-15%20FXR.pdf
•
•
•

The main global challenge is to boost the present pace of demand growth, which in turn will bolster
job growth.
The euro area's surplus now exceeds China's surplus as a share of global GDP.
China's current account surplus in 2013 came in a bit below 2 percent of GDP, down significantly
from its peak of 10.1 in 2007.

•
•
•
•

China should allow the market to play a greater role in determining the exchange rate.
Given Korea's sizeable current account surplus, large reserves, and undervalued currency, the won
should be allowed to appreciate further.
Japan has not intervened in the foreign exchange markets in three years.
Based on the analysis in this report, Treasury has concluded that no major trading partner of the
United States met the standard of manipulating the rate of exchange between their currency and the
United States dollar for purposes of preventing effective balance of payments adjustments or gaining
unfair competitive advantage in international trade as identified in Section 3004 of the Act during the
period covered in the Report.

But of course our major trading partners and creditors are all playing by the rules.
What's the game?

1183.
One Big Picture, Three Little Details
October 17, 2014
#1.
“The Employment Situation—September 2014”

#2.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—August 2014; Part B: NOT Seasonally Adjusted;
Exhibit 12. U.S. Trade in Goods; Balance: Total Balance of Payments Basis (L) vs. Total Census Basis
(R); In millions of dollars”

#3.
“1 + 2 = ???”

Shoot Straight.
Cherchez la Chine.

1184.
“The Only Thing We Have To Fear Is Cowardice.” — Dante
Alighieri
October 18, 2014
In Dante's Inferno, the final circle of Hell was reserved for sinners guilty of treachery.*
(I'm not making this up.)
ABANDON ALL HOPE YE WHO ENTER HERE
These mysteries I read cut into stone
above a gate. And turning I said: “Master,
what is the meaning of this harsh inscription?”
And he then as initiate to novice:
“Here you must put by all division of spirit
and gather your soul against all cowardice.
This is the place I told you to expect.
Here you shall pass among the fallen people,
souls who have lost the good of intellect.”
— Ciardi translation
ABANDON EVERY HOPE, WHO ENTER HERE
These words their aspect was obscure I read
inscribed above a gateway, and I said:
Master, their meaning is difficult for me.
And he to me, as one who comprehends:
Here one must leave behind all hesitation;
here every cowardice must meet its death.
For we have reached the place of which I spoke,
where you will see the miserable people,
those who have lost the good of the intellect.
— Mandelbaum translation
“I understand from your words and the look in your eyes,”
that shadow of magnificence answered me,
”your soul is sunken in that cowardice
that bears down many men, turning their course

and resolution by imagined perils,
as his own shadow turns the frightened horse.
To free you of this dread I will tell you all
of why I came to you and what I heard
when first I pitied you.”
— Ciardi translation
If I have understood what you have
said, replied the shade of that great-hearted
one, your soul has been assailed by cowardice,
which often weighs so heavily on a man
distracting him from honorable trials as
phantoms frighten beasts when shadows fall.
That you may be delivered from this fear,
I'll tell you why I came and what I heard
when I first felt compassion for your pain.
— Mandelbaum translation
*Treachery, for example, to kin and country.
(I'm still not making this up.)
“We gave up our future, families and friends. / Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.”**
(Now this I did make up.)
**
[Lyrics: “Dollar to the Giant”]

1185.
Miss October
October 20, 2014
I'll bet there's more perspective, more spirituality hidden in one good October than in all the other things
combined. I went to a graveyard today, to visit my maternal ancestors. I didn't tell them anything about the
ride over, but I can tell you that I got a real close look at our economy. Huge industrial parks that 24/7 used
to support an American way of life now can't even support the local Greek joint. Our goods deficits have
been averaging around $2 billion per day this year—this is what it felt like, and looked like. I tried to find a
store, among the board-ups and bankruptcies, where I could buy some flowers, but all of the flowers had
come from other countries. I don't make a habit of this, but I do like to buy American-made goods from
Walmart's competitors. Today it was a jug of water and some paper towels—“See That My Grave Is Kept
Clean”—from a Kmart. Pretty much everything else I looked at came from Communist China, with the
exception of a plastic watermelon target that oozes red juice when you hit it square with your Red Ryder.
The BB guns were U.S.-made, too, and I was halfway tempted to get one just to put some of those race-tothe-bottom shoppers out of their misery, until I realized that the news reporters would ask me what I was
doing inside of a Kmart. Still we've got this habit of despising the future and the children who live there.
Hating our country accomplishes nothing. Hating our government—the government that we the adult people
elect, enable, and endure—now this can really get things done. My ancestors would have no problem
understanding Dante's Inferno and condemning economic traitors to the ninth and lowest circle of Hell. Who
more deserving? Anyway, I left the graveyard and drove by a pumpkin patch that's long been a local
tradition for autumn leaves and apple cider. This year they've put up several large signs advertising “Camel
Rides.” I didn't stop. I kept driving until I got to one of those insulated suburbs with no life-serving
economy. I found a coffee shop with a good wi-fi and incredible, incredible coconut macaroons—which is
where I am right now. You can't support a nation with coconut macaroons. You can't even insulate a suburb
with macaroons. Come to think of it, I'll need to find some real food in a few hours. Maybe Chinese. I like
Chinese. I would never agree to eat it every day, or every month, but like I said: October is a magical
place—at least it is here in America.

1186.
Advice Is A Witch, And Then You Die
October 21, 2014
A two-step solution to economic inequality:
1. We have to really want to do this—or it won't get done.
2. With our sincere national commitment, it will be feasible—a simple matter, really—to implement the
policy changes our country needs to guarantee a fair distribution of income so that every American
has the same amount of money to spend on imports until our country goes out of business.
Our self-absorption is easily exploited.
People like Janet Yellen and Elizabeth Warren, people like The Washington Post and the Federal Reserve—
these are not your friends. If you ask me, they have no business even discussing money when they're so
gallingly, appallingly clueless.
On the other hand, if they really do understand where money comes from—then why do they pretend that
they don't?
“Chair Janet L. Yellen: Perspectives on Inequality and Opportunity from the Survey of Consumer
Finances”
www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/yellen20141017a.htm
•

“The extent of and continuing increase in inequality in the United States greatly concern me.”

“Elizabeth Warren makes a powerful case”
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/eugene-robinson-elizabeth-warren-makes-the-case-on-incomeinequality/2014/10/20/ba54c68e-588a-11e4-8264-deed989ae9a2_story.html
•

“The game is rigged, and the Republicans rigged it,” she said Saturday at Carleton College in
Northfield, Minn. The line drew a huge ovation—as did mention of legislation she has sponsored to
allow students to refinance their student loans.

Senator Warren should ask her K Street and Wall Street backers for a trip to Germany, a manufacturing and
exporting nation with the world's largest current account surplus and “free” college tuition.
I don't know if the Germans lose any sleep over inequality. I doubt it. I do know that if we manufactured
and consumed our own goods, we could create enough new wealth to pay for everything our people need—
including a future of our own.

1187.
First Your Language—And Then Your Brain, and Then. . . .
October 22, 2014
While it's socially acceptable to protect our property, or young children, or for U.S presidents to protect the
Constitution, it's just not cool for anyone to protect the U.S. economy. This is strange, especially when you
remember that, first and foremost, the U.S. Constitution was written to protect the U.S. economy. Without
an economy, there could be no property, no children, and no Constitution. But just watch how our American
elites go into a panic whenever they hear the word “protectionist” or “protectionism.” How does an essential
virtue become a dirty word? I have to wonder: if our global competitors were capable of realizing how
wrong they are, would they change their protectionist ways?
“Euro area international trade in goods surplus €9.2 bn: €8.9 bn deficit for EU28”
www.epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/6-16102014-BP/EN/6-16102014-BP-EN.PDF
•

Concerning the total trade of Member States, the largest surplus was observed in Germany (+€124.5
bn in January-July 2014), followed by the Netherlands (+€34.6 bn). . . .

According to The World Factbook, Germany has the world's largest current account surplus, with the
Netherlands ranked seventh. Both are protected economies with weak currencies. The U.S. ranks #193—
dead last—with the world's deepest current account deficit and, obviously, a very strong currency.
Weak? Strong?
What's with this language?

1188.
How Many Plugs Does It Take To Pull an American?
October 23, 2014
Links, Intermission, Links:
“Chinese train manufacturer wins Massachusetts contract”
[China Daily link—October 23, 2014]
•

A Chinese train manufacturer was awarded a $566.6 million contract on Wednesday to build 284
subway cars for Boston's subway system. The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MDOT)
board of directors unanimously approved the contract with a unit of CNR MA Corp, according to
MDOT spokesman Joe Pesaturo. The [PRC/CCP/PLA state-owned] company was the lowest of six
bidders on the contract.

“Top bid to build new MBTA subway cars is from China: Plan draws concerns on human rights”
www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/10/20/chinese-company-emerges-top-bidder-build-new-red-and-orangeline-cars/6qxKliPXG4ujxzHRrB80uI/story.html
•

[Massachusetts Governor Deval] Patrick said he had met with representatives of the contractor in
Hong Kong. Patrick noted that, under the terms of any contract, the new coaches would not be
assembled in China.

“China’s overseas investment to rise 10%: official”
[Xinhua link—October 23, 2014]
•

The country's outbound investment was 2.7 billion U.S. dollars in 2002, but rose to 107.8 billion U.S.
dollars in 2013, ranking the third in the world after the United States and Japan, according to the
Ministry of Commerce.

“Blackstone Raises $4.4B For First Asian Real Estate Fund”
[China Money Network link—October 23, 2014]
•

The limited partners (LPs) of the fund vehicle include the Teachers Retirement System of Texas,
which committed US$100 million, and the New Jersey Division of Investment, which committed
US$500 million to the vehicle.

“Death and Burial of Poor Cock Robin”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9cUoGvayVo

•

[Intermission]

“CPC sets new blueprint for rule of law”
[Xinhua link—October 23, 2014]
•

China will work to build a law-abiding government, and will ensure the leadership of the CPC in “the
socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics,” the communique read. It also pledged to rule the
country in accordance with the Constitution. This is the first time a plenary session of the CPC
Central Committee has taken rule of law as its central theme.

“Xinhua Insight: PLA vows rule of law”
[Xinhua link—October 22, 2014]
•

The PLA has had a tradition of enforcing strict discipline during its 87 years of history, but it is far
from achieving comprehensive rule of law, said Professor Wang Fa'an of the PLA Academy of
Military Sciences.

“Like 1950s Detroit, Boeing Is Underestimating Emerging Japanese Competition”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/10/19/like-1950s-detroit-boeing-is-underestimating-emergingjapanese-competition
•

The industry is officially “targeted” by the Japanese government. And U.S. corporations seem to be
playing their allotted role to a T—as condescending, complacent buffoons. Specifically Boeing has
been transferring key technology to Mitsubishi Heavy Industries.

Fingleton concludes: “Much of the technology being transferred is not really Boeing's to dispose of. Rather
it belongs to the American nation. The fact is that its development was funded by the U.S. taxpayer.”
How many plugs does it take to pull an American?
—
[Transcript and Links: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1189.
People Who Work In The Fictitious Economy
October 24, 2014
For one reason or another, most of what we know about the economy or the real economy comes from
people who work in the fictitious economy. This is a problem. No matter what drives them—or drives us—
what synergy of ignorance and self-interest, the lack of perspective (gratitude and spirituality) is selfevident. The fictitious economy—of Wall Street and Washington, for example—would not exist without
goods production, without the real wealth created by farms, factories, and natural resources. Humanity itself
could not exist without goods production. Our global competitors—economic, biological, they are the
same—have no interest in our fictitious economy except as a means to an end.
This reminds me of Edna St. Vincent Millay, in a famous letter to her mother:
“I cannot remember once in the life when you were not interested in what I was working on, or even
suggested that I should put it aside for something else.”
Now why would anyone buy a foreign product?
“Beijing Formally Charges Writer Who Published Memoirs of Victims of Mao Era”
www.nytimes.com/2014/10/24/world/asia/beijing-charges-writer-tie-liu.html
•

•

Chinese authorities heavily censor accounts of the past, and the memoirs could never have been
published officially. But for years, the police ignored Mr. Tie's home publishing, even leafing
through copies when officers made one of their regular visits, Ms. Ren said. Like other politically
outspoken citizens, Mr. Tie was under watch by the police.
One party leader spared criticism by Mr. Tie was Mr. Xi, the current president, who, Mr. Tie argued,
could use his daunting power to take China in a more liberal direction.

“Chinese etiquette comes up short”
www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/439082/chinese-etiquette-comes-up-short
•

•

According to the United Nations World Tourism Organization, mainland Chinese have become the
world's most common globe travellers, with more than 100 million going abroad each year. The
Chinese have also recently overtaken the Americans and Germans as top international spenders.
It might sound somewhat discriminatory, but the day has already arrived when Chinese guests aren't
welcome at some hotels and restaurant buffets, as some are known to fill doggy bags after eating. At
the Louvre in Paris, there's a sign in Chinese requesting that visitors not defecate or urinate on the
museum grounds

Scroll down for the correct response—one of them, anyway.
—

[Transcript: “Why Are You Idiots Still Buying Foreign Goods?”]

1190.
We’ve Just Never Felt Less Connected To Ourselves
October 25, 2014
We're lucky that the average American citizen still has more sense than the average journalist; otherwise
we'd have been done decades ago.
We don't hear very much from average citizens, not in public or electronic media. The so-called citizens we
hear from are usually serving the same purpose as journalists, which is to distract and divide us.
By modern definition, the journalist is part of the problem and not part of the solution. A citizen who'll do
this for free—well, let's just say their ranks are growing and so journalism is a dying profession.
A thousand years ago, we did business with people we knew.
A hundred years ago, we did business with people we knew, whenever it was possible, because we felt
connected to something we had in common.
Nowadays, we don't feel any more connected to strangers, or foreigners, or communist Chinese.
We've just never felt less connected to average American citizens.

1191.
She was 91—and she knew a thing or two.
October 26, 2014
In our last conversation, a grand old American friend who died in August worried only about “these
children. They have all these expectations and no idea of how they're met.”
She was 91—and she knew a thing or two.
Sometime last week, a bright young underemployed part-time restaurant worker was describing the
popularity of “jusqu'ici tout va bien” tattoos on young people in France—and how they capture the miracle
of French economics.
On Friday, the French government announced record-high French unemployment.
My question is simple:
“Do you understand that unless something changes—drastically—and we start supporting our own
producers—that this is the very best and highest paying job you'll ever have—in your entire life?”
I ask this a lot.
In theory, at least, it should elicit the same blank stares in French.
—
[Link: “College Girl, Economy, Jobs”]

1192.
By Changing One Word, I Can Improve The Best Line
William Shakespeare Ever Wrote
October 27, 2014
Shakespeare's original from Henry V:
“This story shall the good man teach his son.”
Now here's my improved version:
“This story shall the good man tell his son.”

1193.
Laughing At You Morons. Laughing.
October 28, 2014
Please—
Will somebody give me one good reason why it's even remotely sane, or effective, or acceptable to make
gestures and noises but not to actually do something to keep from being slaughtered?
They're laughing at us. They don't care what anyone thinks. They don't care what anyone says.
We're playing right into their hands—
“Are Foreign Jobs So Dear and Foreign Cars So Sweet?”
www.economyincrisis.org/content/are-foreign-jobs-so-dear-and-foreign-cars-so-sweet
•

With no internal capabilities and no strength, we are happy that our colonial masters even give us a
job.

“Most Say Success Determined by Outside Forces”
www.pewglobal.org/2014/10/09/emerging-and-developing-economies-much-more-optimistic-than-richcountries-about-the-future/inequality-06
•

[But not in the U.S., where 57% of Americans disagreed that “Success in life is determined by forces
outside our control.”]

“Last of the Crow war chiefs turns 101 in Montana”
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/10/27/the-last-of-the-crowwarchiefsturns101inmontana.html
•

“We want you to bring us up to modern American societal standards,” Ronnie Medicine Crow said,
recalling his father's comments. Then Joseph Medicine Crow sang Obama a praise song and told him
he would sing one for him again when he reached the White House. The promise was fulfilled the
day after he received his medal [of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor].

—and so they're sure they know how this story ends.
In the time it took you to read this message, you and your likes surrendered another $3 million in real
wealth—in goods trading alone—to your global biological competitors, aided and abetted by your
purportedly “American” government.

And you wonder why they laugh at you—and why they don't take you seriously—and why they think you
deserve to die. But other people don't.

1194.
If We Cared About Our Children, We Would Care About
Our Selves
October 29, 2014
Frustrating, to some, is our modern enlightened self-righteous reliance on the world's suffering to maintain
our American living standards and to justify most Americans' lack of real productivity and economic
contribution.
If we cared about our children, we would build factories for them.
“Children and US Federal Policy on Health and Health Care: Seen but Not Heard”
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1915533
•

Childhood poverty has reached its highest level in 20 years, 1 in 4 children lives in a food-insecure
household, 7 million children lack health insurance, a child is abused or neglected every 47 seconds,
and 1 in 3 children is overweight or obese. Five children are killed daily by firearms, 1 in 5
experiences a mental disorder, racial/ethnic disparities continue to be extensive and pervasive, and
major sequester cuts and underfunding of pediatric research have damaged our global leadership in
biomedical research and hobbled economic growth.

“GM Salmon Company Fined Heavily for Repeated Violations in Panama”
www.foodandwaterwatch.org/pressreleases/gm-salmon-company-fined-heavily-for-repeated-violations-inpanama
•

“In the European Union, we are well aware that GM foods are not labeled in the U.S. One of the big
reasons we are fighting the U.S. approval of GM salmon for food is the grave doubts surrounding the
ability of either AquaBounty or the U.S. food system to keep these GM fish out of exports headed our
way,” said Eve Mitchell, EU food policy advisor for Food & Water Europe.

“Treating Putin Like a Lunatic”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/10/25/treating-putin-like-a-lunatic
•

Of course, all the “smart people” of Official Washington know how to react to such statements from
Putin, with a snicker and a roll of the eyes.

“US trade rules called punitive toward China”
[China Daily link—October 29, 2014]

•

Watson [trade policy analyst at the Cato Institute's Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy Studies]
believed the US authorities were willing to resort to total nonsense to keep Chinese firms from
competing in the US market.

“Xinhua Insight: China stresses authority of Constitution, pledges judicial reform”
[Xinhua link—October 29, 2014]
•

The CPC leadership is the fundamental guarantee of the rule of law, and the Constitution is the
fundamental law. Government officials must now pledge their allegiance to the Constitution before
taking office.

If we cared about our children, we would care about ourselves.

1195.
Inequality Is Merely A Symptom Of Liberation
October 30, 2014
Walmart tells us to:
“Save money. Live better.”
But wouldn't—
“Make money. Live better.”
—actually make sense?
(I might not be able to improve on Shakespeare, but. . . .)
Please don't let today's GDP report lull you into anything. The reported economic growth is a concatenation
of relative uselessness: national defense spending up +16 percent, for example, plus a decrease in oil
deficits. Not that a decrease in oil deficit is a bad thing—just that American energy should be fueling
American manufacturing.
Don't forget that we lost 27,000 manufacturing jobs in September, and we lost 302,000 private nonfarm jobs
overall. Our reported employment growth, not seasonally adjusted, was a million school teachers going back
to work.
Beware.
“Gross Domestic Product: Third Quarter 2014 (Advance Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2014/pdf/gdp3q14_adv.pdf
•

Real gross domestic product—the value of production of goods and services in the United States,
adjusted for price changes—increased at an annual rate of 3.5 percent in the third quarter of 2014,
according to an “advance” estimate released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

“China’s rule of law to be recognized by world: official”
[Xinhua link—October 30, 2014]
•

“Now the world has recognized the Chinese mode of economic development, and we believe it will
also recognize the Chinese mode of rule of law,” he said. The Communist Party of China (CPC)
vowed at a key meeting held last week to “comprehensively promote rule of law” by insisting on
socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics and strengthened Party leadership.

“News Analysis: Chinese train makers to reunite for global markets”
[Xinhua link—October 30, 2014]
•

The move aims to avoid “in-fighting” between the two [PRC/CCP/PLA state-owned enterprises] in
their exploration of the global market.

As you can see, “inequality” is not our problem. It is merely a symptom of deindustrialization—
—merely a symptom of the Chinese Liberation Army.

1196.
A High Price For Trade
October 31, 2014
No wealth is created by Wall Street gambling. Wealth is transferred from losers to “the house.” Money
markers are concentrated and enhanced, enhanced and concentrated. We the People have been trained to
regard these markers as legitimate claims on goods and services. It makes no sense. Our global
adversaries—manufacturers and exporters—understand why it makes no sense and so they encourage our
fictitious economy. They are happy to send us real goods in exchange for real wealth someday.
Keb' Mo'—
“More For Your Money”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBu3nmmcE8U
•

“It was a high price to pay, to get more for your money today.”

—thanks to a sharp-eared reader who might add:
If you like it, why not support it?

1197.
Different Ways of Looking
November 2, 2014
I just spent some time in a well-heeled college town where people quote NPR and The New York Times to
believe in themselves. I'd sooner get between a brown bear and her cubs. This is good to remember for
wilder places, where biology can be more important than psychology. Female bears protect their offspring.
Human beings protect their “parents.”
One thing about the rich and powerful: they get off their butts and into the game—and no it's not just because
they're rich and powerful. There is no such thing as “getting the money out of politics”—there never has
been, and there never will be—and it's a naive and distracting preoccupation. People whining about money
in politics need to wake up and realize they're being brainwashed to stay on the sidelines and whine about
money in politics. Almost 100% of Americans have never contributed any time or money to a political
campaign. It cannot possibly help our country to increase this percentage.
I think you'll appreciate the following article, but proceed cautiously and please remember that “recession”
and looting are also features of deindustrialization. This is no recession we're in.
“15 Reasons Why Americans Think We’re Still in a Recession”
www.counterpunch.org/2014/10/31/15-reasons-why-americans-think-were-still-in-a-recession
•

“Judging by the info in the 15 links above, they're probably right.”

I just remembered something else about the well-heeled college town. People were quick to criticize the toys
of people with whom they disagreed. For example:
“American firearms are a threat to our society; I'll give up my Chinese electronics when you pry them from
my cold, dead hands.”
“Xi stresses CPC’s absolute leadership over army”
[Xinhua link—November 1, 2014]
•

“The Party commands the gun,” said Xi, also general secretary of the CPC Central Committee and
the Central Military Commission (CMC) chairman, at a military political work conference held in a
former revolutionary base in the township of Gutian, Fujian Province on Thursday and Friday.

I'm too tired for a decent conclusion, so I'm going to let Meghan Trainor have the last line:
“We know that shit ain't real. Come on now, make it stop.”

1198.
Who wants to save the world?
November 2, 2014
My song is still available, by the way—
“CPC command of military must be upheld”
[Global Times link—November 3, 2014]
•

In recent years, calls to nationalize the People's Liberation Army (PLA) have become increasingly
popular. But given the development of the Party and the military since the 18th National Congress of
the CPC, such calls should end. The principle of the Party leading the military is known to all
Chinese. Some people claim that since the military belongs to the country, such a principle has no
legal basis. These people have obviously been influenced by the West and they are echoed by people
from within China. If the West wants to create disturbances in China, nothing is more effective than
weakening the CPC's leadership.

“Alibaba says its trading volume to exceed Walmart in two years”
[Xinhua link—October 30, 2014]
•

In 2013, Alibaba reported a gross merchandise volume of 248 billion dollars on its three major
trading platforms, more than those of eBay and Amazon.com combined. The sales of Walmart in the
2014 fiscal year reached 437 billion dollars.

“US experts hope China joins trade partnership”
[China Daily link—October 31, 2014]
•

“In a way that is reminiscent of China's decision more than a decade ago to join the WTO, the path
today to continuing those reforms is to join the TPP,” he said.

—if there's a recording artist out there who. . . .*
[Lyrics]

1199.
More Human Beings Protect Their “Parents”
November 3, 2014
In “Different Ways of Looking” I wrote:
Female bears protect their offspring. Human beings protect their “parents.”
You might keep this in mind while you purchase and endure the extraordinary:
“The Anatomy of a Great Deception”
www.agdmovie.com
•

[I appreciated the subtle reminder that NIST—National Institute of Standards and Technology, the
laboratory that explained all 9/11-related collapses—is part of the U.S. Department of Commerce.]

Regarding 9/11 and such, a credentialed adult American once told me he would never question the
government because his father told him not to—and he would never question his father.
Alright then. . . .
Let's question the Chinese Communist Army:
“China develops anti-drone laser”
[Xinhua link—November 2, 2014]
•

The machine is able to shoot down various small aircraft within a two-kilometer radius and can do so
in five seconds after locating its target, said a statement released Sunday by the China Academy of
Engineering Physics, one of the system's co-developers.

“Group accused of attempting to blackmail Hunan officials with sex tapes”
[SCMP link—November 3, 2014]
•

Having extramarital affairs, though not against the law, constitutes a serious violation of Communist
Party disciplinary codes. The official rhetoric describes it as “living a degenerate lifestyle”. Scrutiny
of officials' personal lives by party officers has become more strict lately in the wake of the extensive
anti-corruption campaign.

Does Chinese blackmail remind you of any U.S. presidents who got caught taking campaign money from the
Chinese Communist Army in 1996?

Cherchez la Chine.

1200.
Election Day Trade Report & The Party Could Not Be
Happier
November 4, 2014
Today's trade report was released on Election Day.
This might be poetic, if not quite so poetic as the question “Why?”
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—September 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/data
•
•
•

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods: $69.3 billion—up +$10.6 billion from August 2014
Deficit, U.S. trade in goods with China: $35.6 billion—up +$5.4 billion from August 2014
Previous all-time record deficit, U.S. trade in goods with China: $30.9 billion

(Census basis, not seasonally adjusted. The reported deficit with China—that is, with the Chinese
Communist Party—does not account for Chinese goods labeled “Made in [Mexico, Canada, or any other
country].”)
William Carlos Williams, M.D.:
It is difficult
to get the news from poems
yet men die miserably every day
for lack
of what is found there.
“Reading a Poem: 20 Strategies”
www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2014/11/how-to-read-poetry-a-step-by-step-guide/380657
•

Reading a good poem doesn't give you something to talk about. It silences you.

“Why?” can also be a very good answer.

1201.
Essays, Election Day, and a Poem To Sing Out Loud
November 4, 2014
Of interest this Election Day:
“Why Innocent People Plead Guilty” — by Judge Jed S. Rakoff
www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2014/nov/20/why-innocent-people-plead-guilty
•

The criminal justice system in the United States today bears little relationship to what the Founding
Fathers contemplated, what the movies and television portray, or what the average American
believes.

“A Brief History of US-Israel Relations” — by Ambassador Andrew I. Killgore
www.counterpunch.org/2014/11/04/a-brief-history-of-us-israel-relations
•

Now that Israel has been around for more than 60 years and its virtues are sung in the American
media, it is easy to forget, or not even to have heard, that the country is extremely adverse to
American national interests and its policies enormously destructive and dangerous to America's wellbeing.

“Presidential Crimes: Then And Now” — by former Assistant Treasury Secretary Paul Craig Roberts
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/11/03/presidential-crimes-now-paul-craig-roberts
•

•
•

Writing for Americans is not always an enjoyable experience. Many readers want to have their
prejudices confirmed, not challenged. Emotions rule their reason, and they are capable of a
determined resistance to facts and are not inhibited from displays of rudeness and ignorance. Indeed,
some are so proud of their shortcomings that they can't wait to show them to others. Some simply
cannot read and confuse explanations with justifications as if the act of explaining something justifies
the person or event explained. Thankfully, all readers are not handicapped in these ways or there
would be no point in trying to inform the American people.
[. . .]
Americans have become a small-minded divided people, ruled by petty hatreds, who are easily set
against one another and against other peoples by their rulers.

“Too numb to know it didn't have to be this way.” — by “Dollar to the Giant”
—
[Lyrics]

1202.
Baby Step #1202: “Don’t Look at Your Feet!”
November 5, 2014
Every day, people tell me they hope to die before it happens. . . .
Oh, well—so much for personal character—Americans are unusual among nations. In principle, and in most
practice, we're a commercial entity. With no ancient histories or blood loyalties, it's easier for complex
commercial entities to become conflicted. What's best for the U.S. economy and American citizens is also
good for local bankers. What's best for multinational bankers and money changers is ultimately disastrous
for the U.S. economy and American citizens.
September 2014 is the most recent month for which American citizens have access to both the employment
and trade reports.
From the September 2014 employment report, we can learn:
•
•

Goods-producing jobs: down -57,000 from the previous month.
Manufacturing alone lost 27,000 jobs.

From the September 2014 trade report, we can learn:
•
•

Goods deficit: up +$10.6 billion from the previous month.
We shattered our all-time record deficit with China by more than 15 percent.

Please learn everything you can about your own commercial entity.
If you would rather just let it happen—or rather help to make it happen—at least please have the guts to
apologize to your family and friends.
Good luck with your manufacturer.

1203.
A Much Better Title and The Willing Suspension of
Dysfunction
November 5, 2014
Today's “Baby Step #1202: ‘Don't Look at Your Feet!’” could be called something else. But don't miss it.
The information is staggering—and clear—and staggering.
The same goes for this must-see documentary:
“The Day Israel Attacked America”
www.aljazeera.com/programmes/specialseries/2014/10/day-israel-attacked-america20141028144946266462.html
•

[Google it. You'll find a free video that you've paid for every day.]

I'm afraid that “The Day Israel Did Not Attack America” or “The Day China Did Not Attack America”
would be very short films.
History does not record what does not happen, and so we'll never know how good American life would have
been if we'd only heard George Washington say goodbye:
•

•

“A passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the
favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common interest in cases where no real
common interest exists, and infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former into a
participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter without adequate inducement or justification.”
“The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial
relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible.”

I respectfully challenge my readers to observe yet another great rule of conduct—[see my title, above]—and
the cautionary wisdom of a great country song:
“From a child's illusion to a young man's confusion / To an old man's burden of pain / There isn't much time,
little reason or rhyme / And we don't get to live it again”
Now is America our country or not?

1204.
All Politics and No Government
November 6, 2014
There's something powerfully emotional—and therefore reliably profitable—about the sports bar business.
Most everyone knows an alcohol-addicted fan who gets drunk when his team loses and gets drunk when his
team wins.
This pretty much explains our politics—and most everybody knows a voter who claims to know better.
Americans are still too comfortable for their own well-being, but you needn't worry for long. The October
jobs report will be released tomorrow morning—and then there's the People's Liberation Army.
“US-China trade deficit hits record high”
[China Daily link—November 6, 2014]
•
•

•

•

Economists are calling the development the result of macroeconomic shifts in the world's two largest
economies.
“US imports from China increased and that's consistent with people having more income and the US
economy growing well.” — David Dollar, [economist and] Senior Fellow at the Brookings
Institution's John L. Thornton China Center in Washington
“The trade deficit with China is all in the processing sector and it's driven by US electronic firms. On
a trade-weighted basis, the dollar has been rising since mid-2011. What has changed is the
weakening economic situation in other countries.” — Barry P. Bosworth, an[other] economist with
the Brookings Institution
“If we look at the dollar-RMB exchange rate, the appreciation of the dollar has been less dramatic.
The weak demand from China and Europe also contributes to the drop in US exports and the
widening trade deficit.” — Yun Sun, a fellow at the Henry L. Stimson Center [and recently at
Brookings]

Please note that this article appeared in China Daily. Never buy anything from China Daily.

1205.
Employment Reports vs. Ebola Reports
November 7, 2014
All of the reporters who tell us about jobs have jobs. None of the reporters who tell us about Ebola has
Ebola.
Here's the headline:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 214,000 in October, and the unemployment rate edged
down to 5.8 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Employment increased in
food services and drinking places, retail trade, and health care.”

Here's the data from the same report:
“The Employment Situation—October 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm: up +1,064,000 in October
Total private: up +567,000
Goods-producing: no change
Manufacturing: down -5,000
Private service-providing: up +567,000
Retail trade: up +180,600
Finance and insurance: up +9,900
Legal services: up +8,000
Temporary help services: up +47,600
Health care and social assistance: up +103,800
Child day care services: up +17,500
Leisure and hospitality: down -162,000
Food services and drinking places: down -34,700
Government: up +497,000
State government education: up +140,700
Local government education: up +388,200

Also FYI:
•
•

Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +115,000
Persons at work part-time, All industries, Part-time for economic reasons, Slack work or business
conditions: up +143,000

Kill the messenger—or help the messenger—or just do something before this economy recovers and kills us
all.

1206.
Foreign Goods & Domestic Ignorance
November 8, 2014
Look it up. Add it up.
•
•

www.bls.gov
www.census.gov

In October we gained 1,064,000 Total nonfarm jobs:
•
•
•

0 Goods-producing
+567,000 Private service-providing
+497,000 Government

The October trade report will be released on December 5, 2014.
In September we gained 701,000 Total nonfarm jobs:
•
•
•

-57,000 Goods-producing
-245,000 Private service-providing
+1,003,000 Government

The September trade report shows a goods deficit of $2.3 billion per day.
I've just got one question for the people who refuse to know where money comes from.

1207.
Energy Independence . . . Minus the American People
November 10, 2014
Ever notice how most people who advocate “energy independence” are philosophically opposed to any other
form of economic independence?
What about consumer-goods independence?
Personally, I'm a big fan of energy independence, and I think American resources should be used to fuel
American factories—not just foreign cars.
Regarding financial independence, I'll just say that people who invoke J.M. Keynes should bother to read his
1933 (“let goods be homespun and above all let finance be national”) lecture on National Self-Sufficiency.
Stories:
From former Assistant U.S. Treasury Secretary Roberts:
“Another Fake Bin Laden Story”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2014/11/07/another-fake-bin-laden-story-paul-craig-roberts
•

Anyone who believes anything the US government says is gullible beyond the meaning of the word.

From former CIA analyst McGovern:
“The Mystery of Ray McGovern’s Arrest”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/11/08/the-mystery-of-ray-mcgoverns-arrest
•

Someone thought that the thin-skinned ex-general might be discomforted by a less-than-admiring
question. His speech was to be another moment for Petraeus to bathe in public adulation, not
confront a citizen or two who might pose critical queries.

From those intrepid corruption fighters in China (and Mexico):
“China Railway Construction ‘extremely shocked’ by Mexico’s scrapping of rail deal”
[Xinhua link—November 9, 2014]
From those intrepid corruption fighters in Mexico (and China):
“Report: Rail contractor owns Mexico leader’s home”

www.bigstory.ap.org/article/a3cac1d3287b43f9a430b5f4f8c29d85/report-rail-bidder-owns-mexicopresidents-home
From the U.S. Treasury:
“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities—August 2014”
www.treasury.gov/ticdata/Publish/mfh.txt
1. China: $1.27 trillion—up +$4.8 billion from July
2. Japan: $1.23 trillion—up +$11.1 billion from July
Here's the deal:
Countries like China and Japan lend us money to sell their goods. They subsidize our government, our
currency, our trade deficit, our consumer credit, our prices—and all we have to do is nothing, just keep doing
nothing to defend ourselves.
For our enemies—our biological competitors—it's a small price to pay to eventually own everything between
our two oceans.
Minus the American people, of course.

1208.
It’s Only As Safe As You Want It To Be
November 10, 2014
“U.S. welcomes rise of a prosperous, peaceful, stable China: Obama”
[Xinhua link—November 10, 2014]
•

Speaking of economic cooperation among APEC members, the U.S. president said that “in the 21st
century, the pursuit of economic growth, job creation and trade is not a zero-sum game. One
country's prosperity does not have to come at the expense of another.”

Technically, of course, the U.S. president is correct—if the countries will tend to their own independent
business.
I'm still slightly amazed when people call Obama a Democrat, as if this in actual practice is somehow
different from Republican, as if Barack Obama is not the very modern model of Republican & Democrat.
Neither party, in practice, is willing to represent the long-term interests of anything but China.
Follow the money.
Cherchez la Chine.
Otherwise today I'm seeing the usual collection of articles by people who think their paychecks are safe—if
they don't really understand where paychecks come from.

1209.
“If ye break faith with us who die”
November 11, 2014
Today, November 11, would be a good day to reinstate the military draft. When we're all in danger, we're all
much safer.
And happier, too.
Today would be a good day to stop calling our soldiers “heroes”—especially the soldiers who really could be
heroes—and start finding some courage in ourselves. Instead of flattering our young—and thus flattering
ourselves, etc.—we should be apologizing for having taken advantage of all the ignorance we taught them.
It can be easier to blame a new-found idea on a new-found authority. On truth and war, who better than
Smedley Butler?
•

“I served in all commissioned ranks from Second Lieutenant to Major-General. And during that
period, I spent most of my time being a high class muscle-man for Big Business, for Wall Street and
for the Bankers.”

Today would be a good day to read War Is A Racket. Today would be a good day to e-mail War Is A
Racket.
William Polk is yet another voice of experience—
“Standing in an Adversary’s Shoes”
www.consortiumnews.com/2014/11/10/standing-in-an-adversarys-shoes
•

“Months before the Cuban Missile Crisis was upon us, I made a tour of Turkey.”

—with that quaint old-fashioned habit of thinking in complete thoughts.
I won't quote any more from “In Flanders Fields”; everyone supposedly understands the poem. But here's
one, quite nearly as appropriate, from Sassan Tabatabai:
I just want
to go to sleep
and wake up
not to a brighter day
but to one less
until I see you again.

Today, November 11, the United States of America will lose another $2.3 billion dollars in goods deficits.
Today would be a good day to buy something made in the United States, by American factories.
They just don't make wars the way they used to.

1210.
If You Think I Want This Job, You’re Right!
November 12, 2014
Those who can, understand deindustrialization. Those who cannot, shape public opinion.
(There is some overlap.)
Rarely does the news get any wackier than this:
“US and China reach agreement on climate change, greenhouse gases”
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/11/11/us-china-greenhousegasesclimatechangedeal.html
•

•

President Barack Obama announced that the U.S. would move much faster in cutting pollution, with
a goal to reduce it 26 percent to 28 percent by 2025 from 2005 levels. Earlier in his presidency,
Obama set a goal to cut emissions by 17 percent by 2020.
Chinese President Xi Jinping, whose country's emissions are still growing as it builds new coal
plants, didn't commit to cut emissions by a specific amount. Rather he set a target for China's
emissions to peak by 2030 or earlier if possible. He also pledged to increase the share of energy that
China will derive from sources other than fossil fuels, such as solar and wind.

As usual, it takes some digging to find a reporter with any sense at all.
This is interesting:
“The fossil fuel bailout: G20 subsidies for oil, gas and coal exploration”
www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9234.pdf
•

Five years ago, leaders of the G20 countries pledged to phase out “inefficient” fossil fuel subsidies.
Few subsidies are less efficient than those directed to exploration—yet evidence presented in this
report points to a large gap between G20 commitment and action. We estimate that, collectively,
G20 governments spend $88 billion on annual exploration subsidies. To put this figure in context,
this is almost double the amount of financing the International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates is
needed to achieve universal access to energy by 2030. It is also more than double the global
spending on exploration by the top 20 private oil and gas companies—which suggests that their
exploration is highly dependent on public finance.

Tonelson came through:
“Obama’s Fatally Flawed China Environment and High-Tech Trade Deals”

www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/11/12/whats-left-of-our-economy-obamas-fatally-flawed-chinaenvironment-and-high-tech-trade-deals
•

If the United States could afford to treat trade and other international economic issues as throwaways,
mainly useful for scoring propaganda points or winning and keeping allies, Mr. Obama's approach to
these two deals might be defensible.

Fingleton, too:
“Obama In China: Taking Candy From A Baby”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/11/12/obama-in-china-taking-candy-from-a-baby
•

As Chinese leaders know better than anyone, the ultimate issue is American corruption. Washington
is actually far more corrupt than Beijing. If you want to get something done in Washington, you do
what you do in Jakarta: just slip some money to the right people. The point was made as far back as a
generation ago by the prominent Japanese commentator and author Shintaro Ishihara. From an East
Asian point of view, the United States is already, in its political dynamics, a Third World country.

Like it or not:
You have no choice but to vote for me—or someone like me—in 2016.
It's perfectly legal. You have no choice.

1211.
We Used To Know This But Then We Got Hornswoggled
November 13, 2014
We must produce tangible goods. Everything is paid for by the production of tangible goods. America used
to know this. We don't anymore, but it's still true. Without our farms, factories, and natural resources, there
never would have been a U.S. dollar (our country's fundamental derivative), much less a Wall Street or a
Pennsylvania Avenue.
When we no longer produce enough tangible goods to justify our existence, to pay our way on Planet Earth,
every service-providing job and every government job will vanish—along with every American.
We used to know this. We're here today only because we used to know this. But our time—borrowed
time—is running out.
“Walmart’s ‘Made In USA’ Televisions Are Allegedly Made In China”
www.thinkprogress.org/economy/2014/11/12/3591517/element-electronics-walmart-made-in-america
•

According to a Federal Trade Commission (FTC) complaint filed Tuesday, the company isn't making
anything in America after all. Instead, the complaint alleges, the Chinese-made TVs arrive to
Element's South Carolina assembly line in boxes adorned with a waving American flag and the
slogan “America Matters” on the front and the phrase “assembled in the USA” on top. Element's
employees unscrew a plastic panel, install a Chinese-made motherboard, close the panel, and return
the TVs to their patriotic packaging so that they can be shipped out to Walmart, Target, Meijer, Sam's
Club, and QVC.

“Recent jeans case confirms harsher ‘Made In USA’ standards exist in California”
www.consumerproductslawblog.com/2014/10/update-recent-jeans-case-confirms-harsher-made-in-usastandards-exist-in-california
•

The court also disagreed with defendants' argument that the FTC Act gave the FTC exclusive
authority over “Made in the USA” claims. The court explained that Congress's delegation of “that
authority to the FTC is not the same as depriving other agencies or states from exercising that same
authority.”

“China unveils sophisticated J-31 stealth fighter aircraft during Zhuhai air show”
www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-12/china-unveils-sophisticated-stealth-fighter-aircraft/5884038
•

China hopes the much-anticipated J-31 stealth aircraft, developed by the Aviation Industry Corp of
China (AVIC), the country's top aircraft maker, will compete with US-made hardware in export
markets.

Hitler wouldn't stand a chance against China.
In a democracy, the democracy is us.

1212.
Fluent Americans
November 14, 2014
Friday the Fourteenth's “You Just Can't Make This Stuff Up”:
“Chinese company, US farm coop to build milk-powder plant in Kansas”
[China Daily link—November 14, 2014]
•

DFA is a Kansas City, Missouri-based cooperative and represents nearly 13,000 producers across 48
states and accounts for one-third of raw-milk output in the United States.

“China aviation ‘world-class’”
[Global Times link—November 13, 2014]
•

“We hope that AC3X2 [helicopter manufactured by AVIC] can be accredited by international
organizations such as Federal Aviation Administration,” Xu said.

“With 2 New Jets, Chinese Manufacturer May Become Global Contender”
www.nytimes.com/2014/11/13/business/international/with-2-new-jets-chinese-manufacturer-may-becomeglobal-contender.html
•

Comac, founded in 2008 in Shanghai, is also state owned.

“Norway Embraces Chinese Cash in Race for Arctic Oil Riches”
www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-11-12/norway-embraces-chinese-cash-in-race-for-arctic-energyriches.html
•

The administration is doing what it can to avoid angering China further, including snubbing the Dalai
Lama—another Nobel Peace prize laureate—during his visit to Norway in May.

“Unraveling Why Some Mammals Kill Off Infants”
www.nytimes.com/2014/11/13/science/unraveling-why-some-mammals-kill-off-infants.html
•

Dr. Lukas said the cultural diversity of humans means it is hard to make blanket statements about
them.

“Elizabeth Warren: It’s time to work on America’s agenda”

www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/elizabeth-warren-its-time-to-work-on-americasagenda/2014/11/07/984da7b6-669c-11e4-9fdc-d43b053ecb4d_story.html
•

“There's no shortage of work that Congress can do, but the agenda shouldn't be drawn up by a bunch
of corporate lobbyists and lawyers.”

I'm happy Warren said this.
Her $42-million senatorial campaign's biggest contributor, by industry, was “Lawyers & Lobbyists,”
followed by “Finance, Insurance & Real Estate.”
She's such a clueless fraud symptom of our deindustrialization and parceling out.
My immigrant grandfather, more diplomatically, would have asked Senator Warren to explain, without
insulting his intelligence, (a) how she was going to do these things, (b) where the money was going to come
from, (c) where money comes from anywhere, and (d) how she is any different from Hillary Clinton or any
other crooked politician.
My ancestors, like yours, were fluent Americans.

1213.
“Murder on the Orient Express” vs. “Dollar to the Giant”
November 15, 2014
“Hong Kong, Shanghai announce plan to link stock exchanges”
www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/hong-kong-shanghai-announce-plan-to-link-stock-exchanges-a43247049.html
•

The programme will bring about “the biggest rebalance of capital in the world,” Hong Kong
Exchanges and Clearing chief executive Charles Li Xiaojia said.

“HKMA scraps 20,000 yuan daily conversion cap in landmark reform”
[SCMP link—November 12, 2014]
•

“The removal of the daily conversion limit will facilitate Hong Kong residents' participation in the
Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect as well as other investments and transactions denominated in
the yuan,” said [Hong Kong Monetary Authority chief executive] Chan.

“Income tax exempt from stock connect profit”
[Xinhua link—November 15, 2014]
•

The Finance Ministry along with the securities watchdog said that mainland individual investors'
profits from investing in Hong Kong-listed stocks will be exemption from personal income tax from
Nov 17, 2014 to Nov 16, 2017. Hong Kong investors, both individuals and enterprises, will enjoy
income and business taxes exemption for earnings from investment in Shanghai-listed stocks in the
same period, according to the same announcement.

“Foreign Investors Get Tax Clarification on Stock Connect”
http://online.wsj.com/articles/hong-kong-investors-get-tax-clarification-on-stock-connect-1415959784
•

China said foreign investors will be exempted from a 10% capital gains tax when buying stocks in the
mainland, clearing up the last remaining gray area before a landmark stock-trading link between
Hong Kong and Shanghai begins Monday.

Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.*
—
[Lyrics]

1214.
Oyster Soup
November 15, 2014
You have to read this to believe we've come to this:
“Remarks by President Obama at the University of Queensland”
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/15/remarks-president-obama-university-queensland
•

“As the world's only superpower, the United States. . . .”

“Falling”
www.iasc-culture.org/THR/THR_article_2014_Fall_McPherson.php
•

“Like a lot of other people, I started life comfortably middle-class, maybe upper-middle class; now,
like a lot of other people walking the streets of America today, I am poor.” — William McPherson, a
novelist, critic, and journalist, was the editor of the Washington Post Book World and was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize for Criticism.

“The war on ISIS already has a winner: The defense industry”
www.fortune.com/2014/09/13/defense-industry-winner-against-isis
•

In the longer run, one defense appropriations lobbyist predicts—a hopeful note in his voice: “we're
going to have to bust through the budget caps” imposed on the military by the sequester cuts. “We
can't fight this on the cheap,” he says. That should mean widely shared benefits for an industry that
operates on a “co-opetition” model, in which most big systems include components from several
manufacturers—amidst a demand furnished by a rising tide of unrest around the world.

“Student Loans Owned and Securitized, Outstanding”
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/SLOAS
•

2014 Q3: $1,307,213,400,000—up +83.4% from $712,671,900,000 in 2008 Q3

“Dutiful But Dumb”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutiful_But_Dumb
•

When the oyster works Curly's last nerve he pulls out his gun and fires at it repeatedly.

“Listen to the Mockingbird”

The End

1215.
Button
November 16, 2014
I just had an eager conversation with a stranger. We talked about the weather. Eager conversations with
strangers are always about the weather. Our shared experience connects us, as citizens in a democracy, to
something bigger than ourselves.
Today's first story comes with an Onion warning:
“Chinese Citizens Gather In Beijing Square To Watch U.S. National Debt Clock Strike $18 Trillion”
www.theonion.com/articles/chinese-citizens-gather-in-beijing-square-to-watch,37450
•

“I remember my father taking me to see the $5 trillion mark so long ago, and now I'm bringing my
own children here to take part in the festivities. It's really a special part of our nation's culture.”

Today's other stories come with a blanket warning, straight from the horse's mouth.
Asked whether the Party's long-term goal is still world communism, Party official Mo Xiusong answered:
•
•

“Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may take well over a
hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.”
[See my compendium for more Mo.]

“Senior PLA Navy officer leaps to his death from Beijing block, source says”
[SCMP link—November 16, 2014]
•

Second such death of a high-ranking PLA Navy officer in three months comes amid graft purge.

I'm beginning to wonder if “graft purge” is Mandarin for something else. . . .
“Urgent action on climate change must be a priority”
[Global Times link—November 16, 2014]
•

On the climate issue, [China] has no room to retreat. Energy-intensive companies and local
governments across the country should all take action as soon as possible.

How could anyone possibly take this “climate-change” agreement at media-face value?
Button up your overcoat.

1216.
In a Democracy, We Need All The Help We Can Get
November 17, 2014
I just got a nice new blurb, but first things first. The junk we consume is turning our brains to junk.
Mixed:
“America’s Youngest Outcasts”
www.familyhomelessness.org
•

A staggering 2.5 million children are now homeless each year in America. This historic high
represents one in every 30 children in the United States.

“Nearly 8 in 10 Americans Have Access to High-Speed Internet”
www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2014/cb14-202.html
•

In 2013, 83.8 percent of U.S. households reported computer ownership.

“Don’t Shed Tears For ‘Recession-Hit’ Japan”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2014/11/17/dont-shed-tears-for-recession-hit-japan
•

There is an epochal contradiction here—a contradiction that sheds a cruel light not only on the
competence of the British and American press but on the ethics of Wall Street investment banks.

“Law gets fashionable as labels learn to love litigation”
www.france24.com/en/20141116-law-gets-fashionable-labels-learn-love-litigation
•

. . . and battle the vast wave of cheap knock-offs flooding the market. “The industry became much
more international and much more complex. That meant a lot more work for lawyers,” says [a
specialist in luxury law], adding that the 2008 financial crash also left a lot of lawyers out of work
and looking for new opportunities.

“The Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect”
www.goldmansachs.com/our-thinking/trends-in-our-business/stock-connect
•

Given the magnitude of the changes, the [Goldman Sachs] Global Investment Research Division
published a report, “SH-HK Connect: New regime, unprecedented opportunity” to help investors
analyze the potential effects and structural investment opportunities.

My long-time readers will remember that before the so-called “financial crisis” Goldman Sachs bought
nearly 6% of the biggest bank in China, and that most of the money loaned by the Federal Reserve during its
record week in October 2008 went to foreign banks.
This might account for a few of our homeless children and others deceased.
The nice new blurb:
•

“Bob Hall has a unique gift for cutting through the fog of media and political spin to reveal the root
causes of some of the gravest threats to our economy and society. His honesty and keen insights are
a breath of fresh air in a politically charged atmosphere where deceit, manipulation, special interests
and treachery increasingly dominate the conversation. Ignore his warnings at your own risk.” —
Zachary Hubbard, United States Army (Ret), former Department Head of the Information Warfare
Division, Joint Forces Staff College, National Defense University

If you've ever felt like recommending, reviewing, or blurbing my work, please do.
In a democracy, we need all the help we can get.

1217.
In The Ten Seconds It Took You To Read This Far. . . .
November 18, 2014
When is it OK to say “to hell with it” and not care about the future anymore?
I'll get back to you on this. First, I'd like to interview your ancestors. I'll bet they're real happy they worked
as hard as they did.
(In the ten seconds it took you to read this far, the U.S. racked up another quarter-million dollars in goods
deficits.)
“Foreign student numbers in US reach record high, with almost one third from China”
[SCMP link—November 17, 2014]
•

There are now 72 percent more international students studying at US universities and colleges since
2000.

“Confessions of a price fixer”
www.autonews.com/article/20141116/OEM10/311179961/confessions-of-a-price-fixer
•

•

•
•

The onetime high-flying executive from Japan, who lived a comfortable expat life in the Midwest,
was one of dozens of white-collar criminals nailed by what has snowballed into the biggest-ever
antitrust dragnet in U.S. Department of Justice history.
Thirty-one parts suppliers, mainly Japanese companies, making everything from wire harnesses to
wiper switches, have pleaded guilty or agreed to plead guilty in the crackdown since 2011. Forty-six
individuals, almost exclusively Japanese, have been charged. The indictments continue, with two
more individuals indicted on Nov. 14.
No one has challenged the charges in court; 26 individuals agreed to prison instead. Another 20 have
yet to enter pleas or are otherwise ignoring their indictments.
As one after another Japanese auto supplier gets snagged, it is the unwritten rule, say insiders and
lawyers, that middle managers sometimes take the fall for superiors and get rewarded for not airing
the company's dirty laundry in public court.

“Executive Amnesty Case Undermined by Least Likely Source”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/11/18/im-politic-executive-amnesty-case-undermined-from-leastlikely-source
•

Since Jefferson's day, Democrats have styled themselves “the party of the common man.” It seems
it's now time to add the clarification "someplace else.”

“Former blogger sentenced for four years”
[China Daily link—November 18, 2014]
•

Yang got the sentence after he received 531,200 yuan ($86,312) for helping people remove Internet
posts and publish rumors, according to the court, adding the convict was also fined 150,000 yuan at
the same time.

Will someone please explain why it's not OK for the United States to have a future anymore?

1218.
Marketing Foreign Goods To Children
November 19, 2014
What if the United States of America was a person and could feel the pain of betrayal?
Yeah, that sounds crazy. Let's change it to:
What if the U.S. were a person and could feel the pain of betrayal and neglect?
Today's annoyingly unrelated stories are:
“China has 245 mln migrant population”
[Xinhua link—November 19, 2014]
•

By the end of 2012, the migrant population, referring to those who have left their birthplaces to live
and work elsewhere, amounted to 236 million. Many of the group are former farmers who go to
cities to open small businesses or provide cheap labor in the hope of higher pay and a better life.

“Bypassing Congress”
www.huffingtonpost.com/pat-choate/bypassing-congress_b_6164820.html
•

President Barack Obama is the principal political beneficiary of the forthcoming GOP control of both
Houses of Congress, for it allows him to triangulate his initiatives and thus bypass both
Congressional Republicans and Democrats to further define his Presidential legacy.

“Marketing food to children”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bop3D7-dDM
•

[Please also see Marion Nestle's important work on this subject.]

I've included this YouTube video because it's pretty good, and it's popular, and I wonder:
Why is there comparatively so little fuss about marketing foreign goods to children?
Junk food—especially the kind that adults don't like to consume—will make our children unhealthy and
weak, but it won't kill them.
Our junk economy will get them first.

1219.
Prejudice and Consequences
November 20, 2014
Last night, a friend got into a heated argument with a financial adviser who said the U.S. does not have a
trade deficit and, besides, it wouldn't matter if we did because we can always print more money. “I've been
doing this for 30 years," said the financial adviser. "You think I don't know what I'm talking about?”
Economics is the science of human prejudice, the science its own consequences, so there can't be any rules,
there can't be any science.
Good to know.
Now be careful what you wish for—
“China signs its biggest overseas contract with US$12b Nigeria railway deal”
[SCMP link—November 20, 2014]
•

The announcement of the contract win for [state-owned] China Railway Construction Corp (CRCC),
announced by Xinhua yesterday, puts back on track China's ambitions for rapid expansion abroad in
railway projects.

“China Exclusive: China’s Hebei to move excess industrial capacity overseas”
[Xinhua link—November 19, 2014]
•

Hebei is a major source of industrial pollutants blamed for the notorious choking smog that often
spreads to neighboring regions like Beijing. The smog, a serious public health concern, has prompted
the authorities to rethink and change the growth model and to take more stringent measures to fight
pollution.

“China to cap energy consumption”
[Global Times link—November 19, 2014]
•

As part of the new energy plan, the development of innovative energy sources such as nuclear power
will accelerate and China's coal consumption could peak around 2020 if all goes well, with the share
of coal consumption in the total energy mix dropping continually in the next few years.

“Experts divided on anti-pollution measures ahead of major summit”
[Global Times link—November 5, 2014]

•

“The government only improves the air quality when there is an international event,” he added.

“China can’t afford to give up development for low-carbon” [see FFC #92]
[Global Times link—December 1, 2010]
•

Over the next 30 years or so, China will be under enormous pressure to reduce carbon emissions. Its
national conditions have made it fundamentally impossible for China to take action in accordance
with the low-carbon standards of the Western countries. China can only try its best to take
independent action from its own national situation. It is China’s national interests to protect its right
to develop. It is unnecessary to talk about low carbon if there is no development or if its
development is slowed down.

—and be careful, real careful, what you pay for.

1220.
Doing the Telling—Doing the Pulling
November 21, 2014
Believe it or not, some people still just believe what they're told, which is all they ever wanted to believe in
the first place. The problem here is that their numbers are increasing—and so quickly.
At this rate, our lives will soon be completely dependent on the mercy of those who are doing the telling.
They will control our food, our shelter and water, energy and medicine, weapons and transportation, sporting
goods, electronics, and information.
We'll look back on 2014, understand it, finally—and then we'll say goodbye.
Or maybe not.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?” — scroll down for text
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

Believe it or not, I’m still standing.
Of course—
“There are persons too who see not the full extent of the evil which threatens them; they solace themselves
with hopes that the enemy, if he succeed, will be merciful. It is the madness of folly, to expect mercy from
those who have refused to do justice.” — Thomas Paine
—I've had considerable assistance.
[Transcript]

1221.
“Liar! F***-ing Liar!”
November 23, 2014
Oh boy do we love liars. The more recent, the better, on account of our short attention spans. For the sake
of argument, I will concede that, yes, we all have our own special personal reasons for wanting disgusting
liars to explain things to us and to represent our interests—and whatever works for us should just never be
fixed.
“Weak global demand” is another way of saying “workers are now too poor to consume.” If this isn't
obvious enough, consider how we've been taught to react to words like “slavery” and “redistribution.”
Societies thrive by turning citizens into consumers to support producers to benefit citizens. Every honest
citizen understands the importance of prosperous workers. When prosperous workers are replaced by
slaves—by Africans, for example, in our antebellum South, or by offshore Asians in our modern American
economy—how can a society even exist?
When I was a kid, a friend of mine had a pair of old aunts who lived together and got drunk every day on
white port and muscatel. “Liar! F***-ing liar!”—screamed at the tops of their lungs—was all they ever said
to each other. The old aunts were sisters who, once upon a time, had been someone's daughters.
Moving along to the so-called news, I thought you'd feel better knowing how China is cracking down on
corruption.
“Controlling the internet China style”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/11/controlling-internet-china-style-20141121122419917253.html
•

Two visions of China’s campaign to strengthen its influence over the global future of the World Wide
Web are being staged in two Chinese cities this week. One vision offers digital riches to global tech
leaders who join forces with the Beijing leadership to offer a tightly controlled Web to China’s online
masses. The other promises prison for anyone accused of using the Internet to challenge Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) rule.

China is not cracking down on corruption. The CCP is cracking down on things that aren't CCP.
The disgusting liars who explain things to us will all be getting Christmas cards from Xi Jinping.

1222.
Two Bits and Two Pieces
November 23, 2014
From Albert Camus:
“I embrace you with all my heart”
www.lettersofnote.com/2013/11/i-embrace-you-with-all-my-heart.html
•

In 1957, Camus was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, “for his important literary production,
which with clear-sighted earnestness illuminates the problems of the human conscience in our
times.” Shortly after the occasion, he wrote to his former teacher.

“Climate change was not to blame for the collapse of the Bronze Age”
www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2014-11/uob-ccw111314.php
•

Social and economic stress is more likely to be the cause of the sudden and widespread fall in
numbers. Communities producing bronze needed to trade over very large distances to obtain copper
and tin. Control of these networks enabled the growth of complex, hierarchical societies dominated
by a warrior elite. As iron production took over, these networks collapsed, leading to widespread
conflict and social collapse. It may be these unstable social conditions, rather than climate change,
that led to the population collapse at the end of the Bronze Age.

“‘APEC blue’ or economic growth, a tricky choice for now”
[Global Times link—November 24, 2014]
•

The government's stance is clear. It is attaching no less importance to environmental protection than
to development. Blue skies are very costly, and sustaining “APEC blue” doesn't mean sacrificing
development. China must find the way of affording blue skies while its momentum of development
goes on.

“Constitution of the People’s Republic of China”
[Official web portal of the Central People's Government of the People's Republic of China]
•

“The exploiting classes as a class have been abolished in our country. However, class struggle will
continue to exist within certain bounds for a long time to come. The Chinese people must fight
against those forces and elements, both at home and abroad, that are hostile to China's socialist
system and try to undermine it. Taiwan is part of the sacred territory of the People's Republic of
China. It is the inviolable duty of all Chinese people, including our compatriots in Taiwan, to
accomplish the great task of reunifying the motherland.” — from the Preamble

•

“The basis of the socialist economic system of the People's Republic of China is socialist public
ownership of the means of production, namely, ownership by the whole people and collective
ownership by the working people. The system of socialist public ownership supersedes the system of
exploitation of man by man; it applies the principle of ‘from each according to his ability, to each
according to his work.’ In the primary stage of socialism, the state upholds the basic economic
system with the public ownership remaining dominant and diverse forms of ownership developing
side by side, and upholds the distribution system in which the distribution according to work remains
dominant and a variety of modes of distribution coexist.” — Chapter One, Article 6

— from the dragon's mouth.

1223.
This Holiday Season, Let’s All Stop Being Too Stupid To
Survive
November 24, 2014
Amazing, really, that even Time can publish a story like this and we still don't consider changing suppliers.
We buy our electronics from whatever foreign adversary quotes us the lowest price.
In the short run, this makes no sense. In the long run—there is no long run.
“NSA Says Chinese Cyber Attacks Could Shut Down U.S. Infrastructure"
www.time.com/3599223/us-china-nsa-security-cyber
•
•
•

The possibility of such cyberattacks by U.S. adversaries has been widely known, but never confirmed
publicly by the nation's top cyber official.
At a hearing of the House intelligence committee, Rogers said U.S. adversaries are performing
electronic “reconnaissance” on a regular basis so that they can be in a position to disrupt the
industrial control systems that run everything from chemical facilities to water treatment plants.
Rogers said the Obama administration is seeking to establish a set of international principles
governing military cyber operations, such as banning attacks on hospitals.

“Chinese leaders committing suicide in droves”
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/nov/20/inside-china-chinese-leaders-committing-suicide-in
•

A bizarre proposal was introduced last week by lawmaker Zhou Ni-an, who suggested that Taiwan
consider recruiting mercenaries from African countries.

“Hispanic Views on Executive Amnesty, Immigration Aren’t What You Think”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/11/23/im-politic-hispanic-views-on-executive-amnestyimmigration-arent-what-you-think
•

Among Latino adults who are citizens and who therefore can actually vote, only 11 percent placed
immigration issues at the top of their concerns list. And even among those adults in the United States
illegally, immigration issues were the leading concern for only 32 percent.

“Tomgram: Andrew Bacevich, Daydream Believers”
www.tomdispatch.com/post/175926/tomgram%3A_andrew_bacevich%2C_daydream_believers

•

A simple transformation of a single preposition would bring that name into greater sync with reality:
the war for terror. And here's a seldom-mentioned guarantee that leaps directly from today's post by
TomDispatch regular Andrew Bacevich. . . . Given Washington's bedrock assumptions about the
Greater Middle East, we should have no problem kissing another four trillion taxpayer dollars
goodbye in the years to come.

This holiday season, give the gift that keeps on living.

1224.
Ferguson & Free Trade
November 25, 2014
According to the most recent trade report, the U.S. is losing $2.3 billion every day in goods deficits.
Since 1993, when we put Bill Clinton in the White House, the U.S. has lost $11 trillion in goods deficits.
Goods.
Real wealth. Real jobs. Real opportunities.
Real human lives.
Whatever you think about Ferguson—
—it's just another symptom of $11 trillion dollars.

1225.
The Way To Protest Effectively
November 25, 2014
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
•
•

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
www.vimeo.com/74260467

[Transcript and attached PDF]

1226.
Subtract This and Everything Balances
November 26, 2014
Here's a good reason to study history: The world did not begin on the day you were born. And our culture is
getting a little self-absorbed.
Can you imagine how thrilled the Chinese government must be to watch the Ferguson riots? Even more
thrilled, I'll bet, than our American government. I just hope they didn't spot the same photo I did: of New
Yorkers protesting Ferguson in front of an AMC theater.
AMC, you remember, is ironically owned—by deindustrialization, for one example.
The Chinese Communist Party created the People's Liberation Army to create the People's Republic of
China. When you hear the words “state-owned”—this is super-secret code language for “Chinese
Communist Party-owned”—and it supersedes everything that began on the day you were born.
That's another good reason to study history.
“Chinese Auto Parts Company Creating Headquarters in Michigan”
www.industryweek.com/expansion-management/chinese-auto-parts-company-creating-headquartersmichigan
•

The company, which is a subsidiary of Chinese automaker Shanghai Automotive Industry Corp.
(SAIC), produces power window regulators, electronic horns and other electronic parts.

SAIC is state-owned by the Chinese Communist Party.
It could be interesting to interview the citizens of Madison Heights, Michigan—or try, at least. A few years
ago, when I made the mistake of knowing that Saginaw's biggest employer was launched by the People's
Liberation Army during the Korean War, with the United States, almost nobody in Saginaw would talk to
me.
“U.S. Trade Deficit in Manufactures, November 2014”
www.mapi.net/research/publications/us-trade-deficit-manufactures-november-2014
•

A $50 billion increase in the U.S. deficit . . . equates to a net loss of about 350,000 American
manufacturing jobs.

That deficit will disappear when the Chinese Communist Party state-owns enough of what the U.S.
government claims as “U.S.” manufacturers and goods producers.

It's simple.
Subtract American life—the books balance to the yuan.
Now let's talk about you.

1227.
We Weren’t As Politically Correct As We Are Today
November 28, 2014
They're called “plutocrats and politicians” because their critics so utterly depend on them.
A quick review:
•
•

Real wealth—goods production—establishes the legitimacy, and indeed the value, of a country's
currency.
Etc.

Our country hasn't experienced a goods trade surplus since 1975.
Anyone who was around in 1975 can tell you that we cared a lot more about other people back then. We
weren't as politically correct as we are today.
Today, we're as fictitious as the economy we live in.
After nearly four decades and more than $12 trillion dollars in goods deficits—Trillions!—we still haven't
figured it out.
We buy goods produced by slaves in foreign countries—and then we say we demand justice and equality in
America.
A strange link:
“Confessions of a panda hugger”
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/nov/26/inside-the-ring-william-reinsch-says-china-is-dang
•

Mr. Reinsch said he remains committed to keeping people out of power in the United States who
view China as an existential threat.

I guess this rules out any Communist Chinese.

1228.
If Chickens Ate Omelettes
December 1, 2014
We're fascinated by symptoms. We wallow in symptoms. We won't be distracted by any talk of prevention,
much less an accurate diagnosis.
“Ferguson” (whatever this currently means) has nothing to do with racism. For that matter, racism has
nothing to do with racism—or even race. It's a way to recognize an economic threat.
When people are Safe—with a capital S to include the psychological essential—they don't need to be
dysfunctional or destructive.
Now is a good time to understand what the Roman poet Juvenal told our Western civilization some 2,000
years ago:
•

“Already long ago, from when we sold our vote to no man, the People have abdicated our duties, for
the People who once upon a time handed out military command, high civil office, legions—
everything, now restrains itself and anxiously hopes for just two things: bread and circuses.”

Some 2,000 years later, we still can't remember our own childhoods. We still don't know what to give our
children.
We are an industrial People deindustrializing—dehumanizing—and wallowing in the symptoms as we
surrender our economy to industrializing nations like China.
It doesn’t have to be this way. We can produce enough new wealth to eliminate the symptoms of
dehumanizing deindustrialization—including self-absorption.
Or we can produce enough new wealth to eliminate the symptoms of self-absorption— including
deindustrializing dehumanization. It’s kind of a chicken-and-egg thing—with chickens that eat eggs.
What's important to remember is that when people's real needs are met, they're happy and they're symptomfree.

1229.
Propaganda To Encourage Your Complacency
December 1, 2014
The redoubtable Richard McCormack has done a useful job of making this China Commission bureaucrats'
report—
www.uscc.gov/Annual_Reports/2014-annual-report-congress
—sound tougher than it really is. I'm still shaking my head over Commissioner Reinsch's “Additional
Views” on page 556. If the Commissioner worked for me. . . .
(Hey, wait a minute. He does work for me. He works for you, too. We can fire him.)
“U.S.-China Commission Describes The Multiple Tactics Of A Rogue Nation Whose Policies Have
Destroyed The U.S. Economy, And The U.S. Federal Government’s Failed Response”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/U.S.-China%20Commission-1126141.html
•

Government-owned Chinese companies are investing in the United States, at the behest of state
governors and economic development officials. But those investments might backfire on the United
States, the commission warns, by creating “impediments for domestic industries petitioning the
federal government for trade enforcement assistance.”

Lately the propaganda—American's manufacturing strength, China's weakness, Japan's recession,
Democracy's inevitability, ad nauseam—has been impressively relentless, designed to succeed by
encouraging your complacency.
When I feel like taking a break, I don't.

1230.
Propaganda To Encourage Your Vulnerability
December 2, 2014
Social division is big business in the “United” States—a parasite we could still afford if our economy were
still manufacturing real wealth. Now that we've been talked into deindustrialization, the only opportunists
who profit from U.S. disunity are foreign opportunists. Our traditional-and-familiar domestic opportunists
are being used—and their days are numbered.
Some advice from Eleanor:
•

•

“It's your life—but only if you make it so. The standards by which you live must be your own
standards, your own values, your own convictions in regard to what is right and wrong, what is true
and false, what is important and what is trivial. When you adopt the standards and the values of
someone else or a community or a pressure group, you surrender your own integrity. You become, to
the extent of your surrender, less of a human being.”
“It is a brave thing to have courage to be an individual; it is also, perhaps, a lonely thing. But it is
better than not being an individual, which is to be nobody at all.”

— You Learn by Living
“I-95/PA Turnpike connection to be funded by Chinese investors in exchange for residency”
www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/morning_roundup/2014/12/i-95-pa-turnpike-funded-by-chinese.html
•

A Chinese website promoting the plan said investments were guaranteed by the U.S. government,
although that language has since been removed.

“The Struggle for Palestine (update)”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2014/11/the-struggle-for-palestine-update.html
•

The speaker is an Israeli and son of one of Israel's legendary generals.

“China’s Wanda Group Holds Talks to Buy Lions Gate, MGM in Hollywood Push”
www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2014-12-01/wanda-holds-talks-to-acquire-lions-gate-mgm-in-hollywoodpush.html
•

Closely held [quietly state-owned] Wanda [see FFC #314: “Regarding China's Purchase of AMC
Theaters”] joins Alibaba Group Holding Ltd., China's biggest e-commerce company, and billionaire
Guo Guangchang's Fosun International Ltd. in seeking to invest in the Hollywood film industry.

“Saving the Warthog to save troop lives”

www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-cockburn-save-the-warthog-20141202-story.html
•

Although the [F-35] program is years behind schedule because of its shortcomings, the Air Force
shamelessly claims that the principal obstacle to imminent deployment is a suddenly discovered
shortage of mechanics that can be alleviated only by reassigning personnel from a junked A-10
program.

“Modernization Efforts, Concerns over China Giving Rise to Robust Asia-Pacific Defense Market”
www.forecastinternational.com/press/release.cfm?article=289
•

Many of these nations are not only increasing their defense budgets and expanding their procurement
requirements, but are also looking to cooperate with nations viewed by China as strategic rivals.
Thus Vietnam is looking to broaden its military supply chain to include the U.S.

To be sure, the PRC/CCP/PLA is having loads of fun selling weapons to its rivals—
—and loads of fun fanning flames.

1231.
You Stupid Western Experts: “The Highest Law of All”
December 3, 2014
What part of 1.4 billion genetically superior and ethically inscrutable people with 3,000 years of historical
experience don't you understand?
By the way, have you ever actually read China's constitution?
“National Constitution Day to shore up awareness”
[Xinhua link—December 3, 2014]
•

•
•

The Constitution of China conforms to the conditions and reality of the country, and is in accordance
with the development of the times. It is a guarantee of the socialist path with Chinese characteristics,
Xi said, adding the Constitution's authority is paramount. Xi wants Constitution Day to teach people
about the highest law of all, so that the Constitution is fully implemented.
Xi's words were echoed by top legislator Zhang Dejiang who . . . said education should focus on
contemporary history and all China has achieved, bearing in mind the development, inevitability and
importance of China's Constitution.
Observing Constitution Day and requiring government officials to pledge their allegiance to the
Constitution before taking office are concrete measures to that end. A supervision mechanism is vital
to ensure the implementation of the Constitution; violations and lax enforcement should be punished
accordingly.

“Court ruling needed to push Constitution”
[Global Times link—December 4, 2014]
•

China lacks an authoritative interpretation of the Constitution. For example, the Constitution clearly
states that the CPC is the leader of this country, but it also endows Chinese people with free speech.
If some people take advantage of their rights to speak freely, circulating ideas to topple the CPC's
leadership, how can we define the nature of their actions? Such debates are growing intense.
Addressing the contradiction requires the consensus of the majority of society. If individuals attempt
to interpret the Constitution themselves, they will naturally put their own spin on it due to their own
views and values. The standing committee of the National People's Congress should take on the job
of interpreting the Constitution.

About my opening salvo:
I'm mostly repeating what I was taught in college by sinologists and physical anthropologists during the
1970s of political correctness. I say “mostly” because they were professionally careful to observe and
interpret but never judge another culture's ethics and/or morality—and/or if any.

Interestingly, these white western scholars didn't hesitate to call themselves genetically and evolutionarily
inferior to their Chinese subjects.
Still, they were not so inferior that they underestimated life.

1232.
In Twelve Months, They’ve Aged Twelve Years
December 4, 2014
Twelve months later, I've landed in the same American city. Not much has changed except the same young
faces. In twelve months they've aged twelve years. The economy is written all over them.
I don't like seeing this, but someone has to—or we're all history.
The November jobs report will be released tomorrow morning. In the meantime, you might appreciate the
following mainstream article. It's “old news” and not unusually insightful, but it's not a waste of your time.
“It’s official: America is now No. 2”
www.marketwatch.com/story/its-official-america-is-now-no-2-2014-12-04
•
•

•
•

For the first time since Ulysses S. Grant was president, America is no longer the leading economic
power on the planet. It just happened—and almost nobody noticed.
Yes, when you look at mere international exchange rates, the U.S. economy remains bigger than that
of China, allegedly by almost 70%. But such measures, although they are widely followed, are
largely meaningless. Does the U.S. economy really shrink if the dollar falls 10% on international
currency markets?
Make no mistake. This is a geopolitical earthquake with a high reading on the Richter scale.
Throughout history, political and military power have always depended on economic power.
We have lived for 200 years . . . in a world dominated by two reasonably democratic, constitutional
countries in Great Britain and the U.S.A. For all their flaws, the two countries have been in the
vanguard worldwide in terms of civil liberties, democratic processes, and constitutional rights.

Of course, the conventional methods for predicting an economy's longevity are so flawed—GDP, for
example, boasts high prices over low quantities of goods produced—we are not No. 2—
—we are much further down the list.

1233.
Protest This—The Cause, The All-Time Records—Not The
Effect
December 5, 2014
Protestors, one of the surest signs you're digging your own grave(s) is that you're getting so much media
attention. Think about it. Who controls the media and why would they help you—especially with
publicity? Now try to predict how this story ends. I'll guess that it's already been scripted.
More later. First: two new reports and two old quotations.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—October 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
•
•

Goods deficit: $65,933,000,000—or $2.1 billion dollars in factories, good jobs, and real wealth
production lost every day.
Goods imports: $211,264,000,000—an all-time record.

“The Employment Situation—November 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
•
•

Total nonfarm jobs: up +497,000
Goods-producing jobs: down -90,000

George Washington:
•

“Designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and
views.”

Henry David Thoreau:
•

“There are a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to one who is striking at the root.”

My Advice:
•

Protest the underlying disorder—not the symptoms and effects.

There are people who want us divided and distracted. By protesting the social symptoms of economic
cancer—deindustrialization—we play right into their hands.

With a few simple laws, we could create enough new wealth—real wealth—to pay for everything our people
need.
Everything.

1234.
Gunfight at the O.K. Buffet
December 6, 2014
I will be happy to debate any presidential candidate on any subject related to the well-being of American
citizens.
It is impossible for an honest, well-informed person to lose a debate—especially to a professional politician.
Someone like me—or someone like me—would change our politics forever. Frankly, on behalf of a dying
democracy, I would love to tear some frontrunner a new one, for all the young voters to see.
Today's Chinese buffet is “all you can stomach”:
“Zhou Yongkang kicked out of Chinese Communist Party”
[SCMP link—December 6, 2014]
•
•

Zhou Yongkang, 72, China's former security chief and Politburo member, has been stripped of his
Communist Party membership and will face prosecution.
He was also accused of causing heavy losses of state-owned assets. The announcement was the first
time that allegations that Zhou leaked state secrets had been reported.

“Military Graft Fighters ‘Arrest Major General for Taking Bribes’”
[Caixin link—December 4, 2014]
•

She is vice political commissar and secretary of the Communist Party's discipline committee of the
People's Liberation Army Information Engineering University in Zhengzhou, in the central province
of Henan.

“Corruption index reflects West’s prejudice”
[Global Times link—December 5, 2014]
•
•

This 20-place fall in ranking, which does not in the slightest reflect how terrified China's corrupt
officials are due to the anti-graft campaign, is barefaced mendacity.
This ranking is not a big deal to China, and China's consistent efforts to fight corruption are to create
a better society, not to have a good name among the international community. But we need to
reconsider whether many Western organizations, given Transparency International's clumsy mistake,
deserve our trust or not.

“Xi Jinping urges development of military equipment systems”
[Xinhua link—December 5, 2014]

•

The building of equipment systems should be information-led and pay great attention to weapon
quality, said Xi. Equipment systems are now in a period of strategic opportunities and at a key point
for rapid development, he noted. The PLA must understand and make plans for system building in
the context of the changes in both the international strategic structure and Chinese national security.
A strong and modern army equipment system plays an irreplaceable role for the full realization of the
Chinese dream, Xi said, adding that the PLA must enhance political consciousness to seize the
opportunity and ensure the rapid upgrading of equipment.

“How much does PLA soldier’s individual equipment cost?”
[China Military Online link—December 5, 2014]
•

The cost of a set of PLA soldier's standard individual equipment at battlefield only equals two entrylevel iPhone6. But the cost of a set of U.S. soldier's standard individual equipment at battlefield
equals to the value of a mid-level car, almost the price of 20 high-level iPhone6.

The PLA understands that more defense spending does not mean more defense.
More domestic manufacturing means more defense.
“We gave up our future, families and friends. / Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.”
Are you getting ready to take my song seriously?

1235.
There Is No Such Thing As Racism In America. China’s
Constitution. Dangerous Fools.
December 6, 2014
Yesterday I spoke with a middle-aged business owner, who happened to be white, who was worried about
racism. I can pretty well remember my response:
•

“I just wrote a piece the other day in which I said that racism, as we understand racism—as we trade
in racism—has nothing to do with racism, and nothing to do with race. In our culture it's a timehonored skill. It's economic survival. You can spot a man's color a mile away. You see him coming
your way and right away you know he's going to cost you money. He's going to threaten your job,
compete for your resources; he's going to raise your taxes—raid your taxes—and lower your property
values. It's economic—which in any society means everything that people need, even if it's not
material. Now think about an economy in which there's more than enough for everyone. Where's the
racism? Where's the resentment? The dirty secret is that an economy like this would be easy to
accomplish—but we need more industry, more real wealth, not less. Our deindustrialization is taking
us in the wrong direction. Now think about who benefits by creating our real problems in the first
place and then telling us what our real problems are. Some people are grabbing all the limited
resources they can—resources that don't have to be limited and could so easily be abundant—and
some people just need to feel superior, even if they haven't really thought this through. Like I said,
we trade in racism. . . .”

At this point, the middle-aged business owner cut me off with an, “Oh my god. You're right. It's all
economic. Everything's economic.”
I thought you might find this helpful, if a bit unconventional.
Turning to a more useful application of ostensibly racist imagination:
“On First Annual Constitution Day, China’s Most Censored Word Was ‘Constitution’”
www.foreignpolicy.com/2014/12/05/china-constitution-censorship-rule-of-law
•

The irony highlights Beijing's fraught relationship with the document.

Anyone who believes a word of Communist Chinese or interprets Communist China with a Western mind is
an ignorant fool.
I am not saying they were born ignorant fools or will necessarily remain ignorant fools—just that they're a
threat to your economic well-being.
Cherchez la Chine. It doesn't make you a better person not to.

1236.
This Has Nothing To Do With The Economy
December 7, 2014
It used to be said there's a sucker born every minute, but that was a long time ago.
“You can’t detox your body. It’s a myth. So how do you get healthy?”
www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2014/dec/05/detox-myth-health-diet-science-ignorance
•
•

Yet, inexplicably, the shelves of health food stores are still packed with products bearing the word
“detox”—it's the marketing equivalent of drawing go-faster stripes on your car.
“It's a scandal,” fumes Ernst. “It's criminal exploitation of the gullible man on the street and it sort of
keys into something that we all would love to have—a simple remedy that frees us of our sins, so to
speak. It's nice to think that it could exist but unfortunately it doesn't.”

For some reason, this reminds me of Pearl Harbor—but December 7 was a long time ago.

1237.
Things That Are Beyond Our Control
December 8, 2014
Life is unfair to me because of things that are beyond my control.
Do you believe this? If you believe this, then maybe it's true.
But:
We live and breathe—and vote and spend—and think and feel—
Don't We?
“No. 679: Labor Numbers, Trade Deficit, Household Income and Construction Spending”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-679-labor-numbers-trade-deficit-household-income-and-constructionspending
•

November Unemployment Rates: 5.8% (U.3), 11.4% (U.6), 23.0% (ShadowStats [—which includes
America's long-term unemployed and discouraged])

“‘Infidels are our enemy’: Afghan fighters cherish old American schoolbooks”
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/12/7/afghan-fighters-americantextbooks.html
•

Textbooks such as “The Alphabet of Jihad Literacy,” funded by the U.S. and published by the
University of Nebraska at Omaha, came out at a time when the CIA was channeling hundreds of
millions of dollars to mujahedeen fighters to resist the Soviet occupation.

“Ten Reasons Why I Don’t Have a Credit Card”
http://blog.nader.org/2014/12/05/ten-reasons-why-i-dont-have-a-credit-card
•

1. Plastic lays the groundwork. . . .

“The Zhou Yongkang Case” [censorship instructions]
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/2014/12/minitrue-zhou-yongkang-case
•

“Without exception, use Xinhua wire copy as the standard in coverage of the recent Zhou Yongkang
case. The media must not interpret the case without authorization. Take special care to control the
amount of coverage and netizen commentary. All media and websites must pay attention to recent
requirements for republishing reports.”

“China’s exports rise 4.7% in Nov”
[Xinhua wire copy—December 8, 2014]
•

China's exports rose 4.7 percent year on year to $211.66 billion in November, the General
Administration of Customs (GAC) said Monday. The growth rate for November decelerated
compared to October's 11.6 percent and 15.3 percent in September, according to the GAC. Imports
stood at $157.19 billion, down 6.7 percent.

“China seen as ‘friendly’ nation”
[Global Times link—December 8, 2014]
•

Overseas perceptions of China have shifted from “confident” and that it “holds military power in high
esteem,” which were the top answers in a poll conducted last year, to “friendly” and “cooperative,”
the latest poll showed.

“Slain MassMutual Executive Held Wall Street ‘Trade Secrets’”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2014/12/slain-massmutual-executive-held-wall-street-trade-secrets
•

BOLI is shorthand for Bank-Owned Life Insurance, a controversial practice where banks purchase
bulk life insurance on the lives of their workers. The death benefit pays to the bank instead of to the
family of the deceased.

“Revealed 30 years on: secret role of Henry Kissinger in Bhopal tragedy”
www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/revealed-thirty-years-on-the-secret-role-that-americas-henrykissinger-played-in-the-.26048852
•

The letter, obtained by Bhopal activists, is important because it confirms what many have long
suspected: that the US and Tata were complicit in allowing Union Carbide to evade responsibility for
the world's worst industrial accident.

Yes, that Tata; but I think the global activists might be a little impatient here.
Globalism means that you get to evade responsibility for (a) the world's worst industrial accidents, and then
(b) the world's worst deindustrial accidents.
In time, everything levels out.
I'll leave you, once again, with this unflattery from Orwell:
“We all live by robbing Asiatic coolies, and those of us who are ‘enlightened’ all maintain that those
coolies ought to be set free; but our standard of living, and hence our ‘enlightenment,’ demands that
the robbery shall continue. A humanitarian is always a hypocrite.”
— from George Orwell because lately I've been writing things that some Americans aren't ready to
reconsider, but we're running out of time and we need to stop hiding.

Don't We?

1238.
A Couple Of Words About Racism
December 8, 2014
Economic Scapegoating

1239.
Our Lives Are A Dream Come True For Something
December 9, 2014
I'd planned to say something about U.S. foreign policy—which, in truth, is U.S. domestic economic policy in
drag—and how delighted Beijing must be to help the U.S. and Russia go to war.
I've changed my mind. I can't do any better than to repeat this 1964 reminder from Marshall McLuhan:
“All media exist to invest our lives with artificial perception and arbitrary values.”

1240.
We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children
December 10, 2014
I was watching the news, wondering what the Founders would think, or what any well-adjusted visitor from
another galaxy would think.
Our powerful are pretending to be powerless. Our powerless are pretending to be powerful.
We avoid risk by sacrificing children.
And then it occurred to me that our Founding Fathers weren't so brave after all.
They didn't have credit scores to worry about, and there was nothing to look forward to.
“China playing Scrooge with United States”
www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/zachary-hubbard-china-playing-scrooge-with-unitedstates/article_4596cab0-7fd9-11e4-9455-37500ed67368.html
•

Amidst all this commotion, I nearly overlooked. . . .

(Author Zachary Hubbard, formerly of Johnstown, is a freelance writer and retired Army officer residing in
the Greater Pittsburgh area.)
When you no longer need permission—when you no longer need to pretend—I am reprinted below.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1241.
We Should Be Asking Who He Is And Why He’s Doing It
December 11, 2014
I know what the media are saying, but in conversations with everyday citizens, I'm being told quite
different. I'll go out on a limb and predict that if and when something irrefutably cataclysmic happens to our
nation—to our media and to our citizens—we'll agree to blame the politicians for not having done enough to
prevent it.
Today's articles are dangerous, so be careful.
“The Chinese Century”
www.vanityfair.com/business/2015/01/china-worlds-largest-economy
•

[Everything that author Stiglitz knows about China can be found on the take-out menu taped to his
refrigerator door.]

“Former SOE executive sentenced to death for huge graft”
[Xinhua link—December 10, 2014]
•

The court's investigation shows from June 1998 to May 2013, Zhang took 56.8 million yuan and 7.3
million Hong Kong dollars in bribes by offering helps to institutions and individuals who bought land
from Baiyun or collaborated with Baiyun in real estate development.

“Xi chosen as ‘Person of the Year’ in Russia”
[China Daily link—December 11, 2014]
•

It is the first time the institute has given the award to a leader of a country that doesn't belong to the
Commonwealth of Independent States.

“Xinhuanet launches Asian-Pacific edition”
[Xinhua link—December 11, 2014]
•

The Xinhuanet Asian-Pacific Edition aims to build an information bridge connecting China and the
Asian-Pacific countries. The edition has its pages designed in a fresh and concise style and will
present significant news about the Asian-Pacific region in both Chinese and English.

“PLA newspaper slams ‘false’ report”
[Global Times link—December 10, 2014]

•

China's military newspaper on Monday slammed a report by the Guangzhou-based Southern Weekly
which claimed that a single set of battlefield equipment for a soldier is worth the equivalent of two
iPhone6s while a similar set of equipment for a US soldier is worth a mid-sized car.

An awful lot of time is being wasted on what President Xi Jinping is doing.
We should be asking who he is and why he's doing it.

1242.
Helping the People Who Have No Business Explaining
Things to Other People
December 13, 2014
If you don't look back and laugh at the resentment you felt over being told you were too young and
inexperienced, you will someday.
It's a big club.
We like to hear what authorities have to say about money.
Just yesterday some of them were saying, in so many words, that the average American needs more of it.
But:
Not a single one of these authorities had the life experience to understand where money really comes from.
This is no reason to hate them—or, if they mean well, even to oppose them.
We can help them.
They need our help.

1243.
Profound New Title. Easy New Formats. Please Scroll Down.
December 15, 2014
My compendium has a new title:
We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children
—and new PDF formats:
•
•
•
•
•

Complete, June 2008 to Date: 8.1 MB
2014 to Date: 2.7 MB
2013: 3.4 MB
2012: 2.1 MB
2008-2011: 916 KB

—any or all of which are available upon request at no charge.
Please scroll down for some reasons to scroll down.
—
[blurbs from page 2 of this compendium]

1244.
Human Beings Have Wild Imaginations
December 17, 2014
If you think our country is racist, you don't know anything about the Chinese.
If you think our economy has abolished slavery, you don't know anything about China.
If you buy anything made in China, you don't know anything about the Chinese.
If you don't know anything about the Chinese—
—then why are you in such a big hurry to live in China?
You ain't seen nothing yet, but you will. Just keep looking the other way.
“China’s Slaves”
www.nationalreview.com/article/394565/chinas-slaves-josh-gelernter
•

But there's an element missing from the discussion. An economy is bound to grow when it's got one
billion, three hundred and fifty-seven million people available for slave labor.

“Slavery and Capitalism”
www.chronicle.com/article/SlaveryCapitalism/150787
•

A contributing factor in the death of slavery was the fact that it was a system not just of labor
exploitation but of rule that drew in particular ways on state power.

This second article, by a professor at Harvard, likely a consumer/supporter of slave-produced goods, is not
quite what I'd anticipated. Still I'm including it as a bad example, a portent of distractions to come, with a
“seduction of eloquence” warning.
Every wild animal has its survival tools. Human beings have wild imaginations.
I expect we're in for a lot of elaborate explanations in the days to come, as we lower the American flag and
replace our imaginary difficulties with real ones.

1245.
Chucking Spears
December 17, 2014
Every so often, I'm reminded to ask our public intellectuals why they spend their hard-earned money on
goods and services supplied by the people they whimper about.
Duh.
“China’s Xi receives highest rating among world leaders”
[China Daily link—December 17, 2014]
•

According to a survey published by Harvard Kennedy School's Ash Center for Democratic
Governance and Innovation . . . Xi was the highest rated leader with a nine out of 10 rating. Russia's
Putin followed with an 8.7 with India's Modi and South Africa's Jacob Zuma rounding out the top.
When it came to how the 10 leaders are rated by people in other countries, Xi also fared the best. . . .

“‘Red’ culture remains source for societal cohesion”
[Global Times link—December 18, 2014]
•

Under the leadership of the Party, we have caught up with the tide of the world and become masters
of our own fate. There are some forces attempting to erase “red” from China. By doing so, they aim
at dealing a fatal blow to China. Red in the past stood for revolution, but in present day, it's more
about an issue of continuity. Red is the mainstream color of China, and any attempt to expunge the
color will be in vain.

“China needs clear strategy to help Russia”
[Global Times link—December 17, 2014]
•

While it might play a key role, China has to keep a clear mind when giving a helping hand to Russia.
China-Russia cooperation is no longer ideology-based but driven by common interests.

“Canada’s new millionaire migration scheme will be tiny, costly and strict”
[SCMP link—December 17, 2014]
•

“While I know they will get their 50 cases a year, it is a totally ridiculous programme,” [a prominent
Hong Kong immigration lawyer] said of the new scheme. “The requirement of knowing one of the
official languages is a not-so-subtle way to say ‘no’ to 95 per cent of the applicants from China,” he
added.

“Zuckerberg’s pandering to China threatens Web’s values”
www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Zuckerberg-s-pandering-to-China-threatens-5953731.php
•

The goal of China's cyberstrategy is multifaceted. First and foremost, it is to protect the longevity of
Chinese Communist Party rule.

“How the ‘Internet with Chinese Characteristics’ is Rupturing the Web”
www.huffingtonpost.com/amy-chang-/china-internet-sovereignty_b_6325192.html
•

Securing Internet activity would allow China to assert control over information dissemination, to
sensor [sic] sensitive websites and social media, and to stem other potential sources of unrest that
could challenge CCP legitimacy.

“Backward China keeps innovating”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2014/12/17/those-stubborn-facts-backward-china-keeps-innovating
•

China share of worldwide patent applications, 2013: 32.1%

The reader will remember that by the T'ang, the Chinese were central bankers and bureaucrats; and during
the Sung, roughly around the time our Western forefathers were throwing sticks at velociraptors, the Chinese
had water-powered textile manufacturing equipment.
When industrial revolutions are driven by a need to save human labor, the Chinese typically lose interest and
temporarily fall behind their sparse competitors.

1246.
A “Heads Up” To Entertain The Censors
December 18, 2014
I'll be sending you an e-mail—from DollarToTheGiant.alternate.1@Gmail.com—with a 2.7 MB .zip file
attached.
Please share this 2014 sampler of We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children with as many people as you can.
Some recent comments:
•
•
•

“Everyone needs this for Christmas. Download and forward to ten friends.”
“The kind of thinking we need if we are to have a future.”
“Ranks among the most important writings in our nation's history.”

Thank you.
Next, I'll try smoke signals.
—
[blurbs from page 2 of this compendium]

1247.
Some Good, Uncorrupted Reasons To Share The Attached
File With As Many People As Possible
December 18, 2014
Please scroll down for some good, uncorrupted reasons to share the attached file with as many people as
possible.
•

“2014 sampler, We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children, #899 to #1245, 2.7 MB zipped PDF.zip”

Thank you.
—
E-mail: DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com for We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children Chronicles & Comments
June 2008 [#1] to Date [#1247]
No charge—never, ever.
—
[blurbs from page 2 of this compendium]

1248.
Sony Hack: The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea?
December 19, 2014
So inspiring.
All these brave people, stepping up to denounce the cowardice.
I have to wonder:
How much do these brave multinational people know about North Korea or geography?
If they'd been told the Sony cyberattack came from China—
(or, for that matter, from Israel, or Russia, or Japan)
—would they be nearly so brave?
(And who would have told them?)
Cherchez la Chine—and follow your nose.
Link:
“President Obama, Wall Street Financiers, Corporate CEOs And Members Of Congress Meet
Together To Plan Strategy To Sell And Pass Free-Trade Agreements”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2014/President-And-CEOs-Meet%20To-Pass-TPA-And-TPP1217141.html
•

Obama gave up on representing the interests of American workers early on, Scott argues, when
University of Chicago economist and 2008 Obama campaign advisor Austan Goolsbee was
“secretly” telling the Canadian embassy that Obama's statement about renegotiating NAFTA was
meant to dupe working-class voters in the Midwestern states to vote for him.

The word “game” appears several times in this article—
—a reminder for which we voters and consumers can be grateful.

1249.
“Fellow-Passengers To The Grave”
December 20, 2014
What Gallup calls “race relations”—what Americans call “racism”—is economic scapegoating
misunderstood.
In a well-adjusted economy, this so-called racism would never succeed as a cheap diversion, much less a
major U.S. problem.
“As a Major U.S. Problem, Race Relations Sharply Rises”
www.gallup.com/poll/180257/major-problem-race-relations-sharply-rises.aspx
•

After barely registering with Americans . . . for two decades, race relations now matches the
economy in Americans' mentions of the country's top problem, and is just slightly behind government
(15%).

“Santa’s real workshop: the town in China that makes the world’s Christmas decorations”
www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/architecture-design-blog/2014/dec/19/santas-real-workshop-the-townin-china-that-makes-the-worlds-christmas-decorations
•

Yiwu is home to 600 factories that collectively churn out over 60% of all the world's Christmas
decorations and accessories. . . .

“Mileva Maric”
www.32poems.com/issues/david-moolten-%E2%80%A2-mileva-maric
•

She's the physicist whose cabbage soup
And lint brush gave Einstein the time to solve
Time and also for Elsa and Miss S,
His stray eurekas in the dark, principles
He illuminated with apple-falling grasp
While she waited up with the clock like one
Of those observers on railroad platforms.

The “Santa's workshop” story reminds me to ask:
How can low prices support high wages?
The poem about the Serbian woman reminds me of A Christmas Carol, and “to think of people . . . as if they
really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other journeys.”

1250.
It’s Important To Be A Little Skeptical
December 21, 2014
I think it's important to be a little skeptical. Near as I can tell, the “media”—whatever this word means—
aren't really interested in solving our problems. And while it's easy to laugh at stupidity, it's even easier
when you don't think the stupidity is coming out of your own pocket or progeny.
A few years ago (in #89), I wondered:
•

. . . if somewhere in Washington or Beijing, our guys and their guys haven't kicked around a plan to
divide Planet Earth into two spheres of influence. Communist China, of course, would secretly
consider more than one sphere to be “against the laws of science,” but they'd go along with the gag
for now.

Reading this again made me think about Russia's headaches, of course, and Cuba, and my #3 mailing
“Unrestricted Warfare” which I should probably attach to this mailing.
Beijing has just published an editorial chock full of “amusing” red flags that concludes:
•

“China hopes Russia can regain its economic strength as soon as possible. But anything we can do to
help will be limited to what Russia asks for.” (“How long can Russia withstand the crisis?” —
Global Times, 2014-12-22)

There you go. Coincidentally, today, according to the “media,” Washington is asking for Beijing's help with
North Korea's attack on Sony.
I'll be stubborn and say I still think it's important to be a little skeptical.
—
[attachment]

1251.
Dog Says “Do The Math”
December 21, 2014
China exterminated twice as many Chinese in the twentieth century as North America did buffalo in the
nineteenth.
Do you think you're safe?
When you buy foreign products, you support American deindustrialization—that is, you support the People's
Republic of China.
And this, beginning with your wardrobe—
“Dog skins turned into leather in China”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tb-SSrkZDA
•

Popular products include gloves and shoes.

“Chinese Dog Leather Industry”
www.liveleak.com/view?i=d33_1418847608
•

When you handle these items, you can't tell the difference between dog leather and leather from other
animals.

“Rights groups criticize use of dog skin in China”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/18/us-china-dogs-idUSKBN0JV1D120141218
•

One owner of a processing plant told us they export dog skin as lamb skin.

“Are your gloves made out of DOG skin?”
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2878962/The-skin-dogs-slaughtered-food-China-GLOVES-horrificconditions.html
•

[. . .] declined to be interviewed.

—and ending with your flesh and blood.
If you're not ready to discuss the relative morality—what about the relative biology?

There are 1.4 billion of them.
Do the math.
—
[Lyrics, “Dollar to the Giant”]

1252.
My (Free) Book Is No Longer Titled Fear-Fallen Children
December 22, 2014
If you're delirious enough to imagine your children's hardship and death in any of this—
“China to become net capital exporter”
[China Daily link—December 22, 2014]
•

Outflow lets country play role in global restructuring, think tank says.

“Beijing ready to help Russia’s rattled economy, Chinese foreign minister says”
[SCMP link—December 22, 2014]
•

China will support Russia in tackling its economic difficulties, while proposing greater use of the
yuan to ensure safe and reliable trade between the two countries, senior Chinese officials say.

“China Trade, Outsourcing and Jobs”
http://s2.epi.org/files/2014/bp385-china-trade-deficit.pdf
•

The job displacement estimates in this study are conservative. They include only the jobs directly or
indirectly displaced by trade, and exclude jobs in domestic wholesale and retail trade or advertising;
they also exclude respending employment.

—at least have the good sense to whine about unfairness and blame somebody else.
My (free) book is no longer titled:
Fear-Fallen Children
My (free) book is now titled:
We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children

1253.
Record Dows & Other Delights
December 23, 2014
With a Dow topping 18,000 and GDP growth at 5%, and oil and other industrial commodity prices
plummeting, Americans should be concerned. That we're told this is good news makes this bad news
downright evil. We're lied into a sense of well-being—a deadly complacency—by the people who do these
things and still manage to sleep at night.
The Dow is an indicator of gambling activity—money transfer is all—and the house always wins. No new
wealth is created. It used to be the U.S. dollar was a derivative of American sweat. Nowadays the dollar is
mostly a derivative of itself. A higher dollar might purchase more foreign currency, but what currency is
purchasing more American goods? Our trading partners are trading U.S. dollars for pieces of the U.S.
If our Third Quarter Gross Domestic Product growth was 5%—does this mean we produced 5% more
products? Did we create 5% more tangible wealth or 5% more economic security? Did we become 5% less
dependent on our enemies in China?
Ooops. I almost forgot that our enemies are in North Korea. China must be our buddy because China
always benefits the most from our economic headlines.
Today, for example, the Chinese Communist Party moved 5% closer to its lifelong dream.

1254.
Town Pagans and Devil Worshipers
December 24, 2014
It's been a strange season here in the Rust Belt. I've never dealt with so many people who were afraid to
wish other people a Merry Christmas. Back when I was growing up in the same Rust Belt—during the
Middle Ages, when people didn't take themselves so seriously—even the town pagans and devil worshipers
wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
No wonder we think our country's biggest problems are discrimination.
Have you noticed how we discuss politics and economics like they're organized religions? We square off,
put up our dukes, and prove that my God can beat up your God.
So my latest understanding of the true meaning of Christmas is this:
If we are to be good—it's a direction we have to choose. “Good” is not our default setting. Christmas gives
us a chance to try it.
Merry Christmas—from a guy who hasn't celebrated Christmas since the United States began trading at a
loss in 1976.
Does this make me a hypocrite?
“Is Nicaragua canal a watershed for China’s influence?”
www.marketwatch.com/story/is-nicaragua-canal-a-watershed-for-chinas-influence-2014-12-24
•
•

The biggest engineering project in the history of the world got under way this week, but don't feel
bad if you've never heard of it.
That China has been astute enough to exploit the hostility between the U.S. and Nicaragua should be
a warning about the nature of the rivalry between one aging superpower and another burgeoning
superpower.

“Nicaragua announces start of China-backed canal to rival Panama”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/23/us-nicaragua-canal-idUSKBN0K01T920141223
•
•

Construction of the new waterway will be run by Hong Kong-based HK Nicaragua Canal
Development Co Ltd (HKND Group), which is controlled by Wang Jing, a little-known Chinese
telecom mogul well connected to China's political elite.
Flanked by Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, who is a former Marxist guerrilla leader, Wang Jing
said the tender for the preliminary design of the project would be offered by the end of the first
quarter of 2015, by which time an environmental impact study would also be finished.

“China, Egypt pledge cooperation on big construction projects”
[Xinhua link—December 24, 2014]
•

The premier also called for closer cultural exchanges between the two countries.

“Global Christmas buyers embrace Chinese online retailers”
[Xinhua link—December 24, 2014]
•

In Russia, 29-year-old Eva is waiting for her son's new coat to arrive from China.

“Durable goods disappoint in November, falling 0.7%”
http://news.morningstar.com/all/market-watch/TDJNMW20141223182/update-durable-goods-disappoint-innovember-falling-07.aspx
•
•

Durable goods have now declined in three of the past four months, including an 18.3% drop in
August. Even looking beyond civilian aircraft, there were few signs of strength in the data.
The report came at the same time that the government reported the broader economy accelerated in
the third quarter to its highest pace of growth in 11 years, in part because of stronger-than-expected
consumer spending.

“U.S. Durable Orders Fall 0.7% in November”
www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-durable-goods-fall-0-7-in-november-1419341507
•
•

Defense-aircraft orders fell 7.8% last month after surging 43.5% in the prior month. Outside this
volatile category, the November data pointed to weak underlying demand for manufactured goods.
The broader economy expanded at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 5% in the third quarter, its
fastest pace in over a decade. . . . Most economists expect growth to downshift in the fourth quarter,
reflecting a weak global backdrop, tepid housing demand and slowing investment by corporations.

A public service message:
“China watchdog warns of Christmas light dangers”
www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/24/china-consumer-christmas-idUSL3N0U81J520141224
•
•

A test of 40 batches of Christmas lights found more than 80 percent were a shock hazard and more
than a third did not comply with fire-safety rules, the General Administration of Quality Supervision,
Inspection and Quarantine said in a statement.
China is also a big exporter of Christmas lights and decorations, selling them all around the world.
The watchdog said Chinese consumers should carefully check that products were heat and fire
resistant and labelled properly by the manufacturer before making a purchase—or could otherwise
face a less than merry Christmas.

Aren't they all public service messages?
Be well.

1255.
What Could Be More Racist Than Making Money With
Racism?
December 27, 2014
I just Googled “North Korea Obama monkey” and got 19 million results.
Adding “Xinhua” made the results disappear. Beijing's propagandists are not idiots—which is more than I
can say for Americans who speak English only well enough to believe it.
What could be more racist than making money with racism?
If I had enough money to run for public office, I would not run for public office.
Instead, I would buy every American a full-length mirror.
The rest would take care of itself.
If the mirrors were manufactured in the United States, the rest would take care of itself even sooner.

1256.
Another American Who Is Part Of Our Problem
December 29, 2014
Wars are lost and won with money.
By the end of the day, the United States will have lost over $2 billion in goods trading deficits—and the
American well-being this represents.
“Chinese President stresses CPC’s leadership of universities”
[Xinhua link—December 29, 2014]
•

Xi said the higher-learning institutions shoulder the important tasks of studying, researching and
publicizing Marxism, as well as training builders and successors of the socialist cause with Chinese
characteristics. The core socialist values should be incorporated into the whole teaching process
while ideological guidance should be enhanced to ensure the leadership in the universities'
ideological work, he added.

“US trade with China a big deal”
[China Daily link—December 26, 2014]
•
•

Something about doing business with China that makes American states and even cities act like their
own countries.
“You may see that the future of the United States is the California model or the Texas model,” James
Chen, Asia-Pacific regional director for the Texas governor's office of Economic Development and
Tourism, told China Daily, in reference to how states are approaching commerce. “Our major
competitor is California. We are even doing better than New York now.”

By the end of the day, the Chinese Communist Party—People's Republic of China and People's Liberation
Army—will have won nearly $2 billion in goods trading surpluses—and the American well-being this
represents.
By the time I hit “Send,” I will have heard from yet another American who is part of our problem—
—and the Party's solution.

1257.
The Good Old Days
December 30, 2014
Can you imagine anything more ridiculous, more fundamentally unprincipled than an American pining for
the good old days?
Know this:
If our post-WWII economic boom had been managed for the real economy of American citizens, and not for
a handful of money changers, we'd have been more prosperous, with fatter/better trade surpluses. Our global
competitors were in ruins, their economies deindustrialized by bombs. But instead of manufacturing and
exporting like we should have, we hitched our wagon to a special interest—a high-dollar reserve currency—
to our impending/everlasting regret.
That is, if we remain passive for the time we have remaining. But it's not too late, and we can still do better
than the good old days.
Much better.
“U.S. Net International Investment Position: End of Third Quarter 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/intinv/2014/pdf/intinv314.pdf
•

•

The U.S. net international investment position at the end of the third quarter of 2014 was -$6,157.9
billion (preliminary) as the value of U.S. liabilities exceeded the value of U.S. assets. At the end of
the second quarter of 2014, the net position was -$5,475.4 billion (revised). The $682.5 billion
decrease in the net position reflected a $362.4 decrease in the value of U.S. assets and a $320.2
billion increase in the value of U.S. liabilities.
The net position was equal to 3.1 percent of the value of all U.S. financial assets at the end of the
third quarter, up from 2.8 percent at the end of the second quarter.

Quips today's release highlights:
“The decrease in the net position was mostly attributable to the depreciation of major foreign currencies
against the U.S. dollar that lowered the value of U.S. assets in dollar terms; U.S. liabilities mostly
denominated in dollars were less affected.”
I can't beat that—
—except to wonder if there's anything more ridiculous or fundamentally unprincipled than a passive
American (worker-voter-consumer) Citizen.

1258.
New All-Time Record; Money-Back Revolution Guarantee
December 31, 2014
By the end of today December 31, the Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave, in cooperation with the
Chinese Communist Party, will have officially broken the All-Time-History-of-Planet Earth record for:
“Deepest Trade Deficit with a Single Genocidal Colonizing Entity in a Calendar Year”
The December 2014 figures won't be released until February 5, but if our November 2014 goods losses to the
People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army exceed $34,316.3 millions,
then we'll have stir-fried the previous record in just eleven months.
We'll find out next week. I'll see you then with the first installment of Volume Two.
Volume One—all 1,258 rounds—is ready to go and almost free of charge.
I ask only that you make at least one copy to share with someone who needs help.

“I’ve spent years writing and speaking on the US-China relationship and nobody understands
the consequences our nation faces as well as Bob Hall. Informative, entertaining, accurate,
and frankly terrifying, he’s been a lonely voice of political and economic truth.”
— Dr. Greg Autry, co-author/producer, Death by China
“I read Bob Hall’s pieces daily and love them for their clarity and wisdom.”
— Pat Choate, author and economist
“Few commentators have been more pessimistic in recent years about the course of the
American economy than Bob Hall—and few have been closer to the truth.”
— Eamonn Fingleton, author of In Praise of Hard Industries: Why Manufacturing, Not
the Information Economy, Is the Key to Future Prosperity
“Bob Hall is a breath of clarity and honesty. He has a spot-on ability to cut through the noise
and deliberate misinformation we are pelted with. His clarion call about the dangers of
deindustrialization ranks among the most important writings in our nation’s history.”
— Scott Glander, playwright
“Bob Hall writes accurately, honestly, and directly about things that really matter. He calls a
spade a spade and in our time and in our situation this is badly needed.”
— Ralph Gomory, research professor, New York University
“Bob Hall has a unique gift for cutting through the fog of media and political spin to reveal
the root causes of some of the gravest threats to our economy and society. His honesty and
keen insights are a breath of fresh air in a politically charged atmosphere where deceit,
manipulation, special interests and treachery increasingly dominate the conversation. Ignore
his warnings at your own risk.”
— Zachary Hubbard, United States Army (Ret), former department head of the
Information Warfare Division, Joint Forces Staff College, National Defense University
“The United States of America needs a lot more truth tellers like Robert Hall.”
— Richard McCormack, editor, Manufacturing & Technology News
“Bob Hall is an American patriot with a broad vision that sees what the experts overlook. He
challenges the conventional wisdom and exposes its false assumptions with deep insights and
wisdom.”

— Clyde Prestowitz, writer on global affairs and president of the Economic Strategy
Institute
“Bob Hall’s compendium provides an invaluable service; he cuts thru cacophony of the
mainstream media. I look forward to his emails; he pulls no punches, and while I don’t agree
with everything (who could?), he keeps me on my toes and thinking.”
— Chuck Spinney, author of Defense Facts of Life: The Plans/Reality Mismatch and
editor of The Blaster: Comments on Politics, Foreign Policy, and Defense
“Bob Hall’s contribution is one of the first posts I read in the morning. It helps me to
navigate my way through the news of the day, bearing down on what’s real and vital,
discarding the banal and misleading. It’s an indispensable resource in a world awash in trivia
disguised as information.”
— Jeffrey St. Clair, editor, CounterPunch
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