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“I’ve spent years writing and speaking on the US-China relationship and nobody understands
the consequences our nation faces as well as Bob Hall. Informative, entertaining, accurate,
and frankly terrifying, he’s been a lonely voice of political and economic truth.”
— Dr. Greg Autry, co-author/producer, Death by China
“I read Bob Hall’s pieces daily and love them for their clarity and wisdom.”
— Pat Choate, author and economist
“Few commentators have been more pessimistic in recent years about the course of the
American economy than Bob Hall—and few have been closer to the truth.”
— Eamonn Fingleton, author of In Praise of Hard Industries: Why Manufacturing, Not
the Information Economy, Is the Key to Future Prosperity
“Bob Hall is a breath of clarity and honesty. He has a spot-on ability to cut through the noise
and deliberate misinformation we are pelted with. His clarion call about the dangers of
deindustrialization ranks among the most important writings in our nation’s history.”
— Scott Glander, playwright
“Bob Hall writes accurately, honestly, and directly about things that really matter. He calls a
spade a spade and in our time and in our situation this is badly needed.”
— Ralph Gomory, research professor, New York University
“Bob Hall has a unique gift for cutting through the fog of media and political spin to reveal
the root causes of some of the gravest threats to our economy and society. His honesty and
keen insights are a breath of fresh air in a politically charged atmosphere where deceit,
manipulation, special interests and treachery increasingly dominate the conversation. Ignore
his warnings at your own risk.”
— Zachary Hubbard, United States Army (Ret), former department head of the
Information Warfare Division, Joint Forces Staff College, National Defense University
“The United States of America needs a lot more truth tellers like Robert Hall.”
— Richard McCormack, editor, Manufacturing & Technology News
“Bob Hall is an American patriot with a broad vision that sees what the experts overlook. He
challenges the conventional wisdom and exposes its false assumptions with deep insights and
wisdom.”

— Clyde Prestowitz, writer on global affairs and president of the Economic Strategy
Institute
“Bob Hall’s compendium provides an invaluable service; he cuts thru cacophony of the
mainstream media. I look forward to his emails; he pulls no punches, and while I don’t agree
with everything (who could?), he keeps me on my toes and thinking.”
— Chuck Spinney, author of Defense Facts of Life: The Plans/Reality Mismatch and
editor of The Blaster: Comments on Politics, Foreign Policy, and Defense
“Bob Hall’s contribution is one of the first posts I read in the morning. It helps me to
navigate my way through the news of the day, bearing down on what’s real and vital,
discarding the banal and misleading. It’s an indispensable resource in a world awash in trivia
disguised as information.”
— Jeffrey St. Clair, editor, CounterPunch

When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be
ashamed of yourself.
When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.

Confucius, Analects

Echoing rust. Factory line.
Dead-child memory of another time.
The sign said this spot was USA—
Too young to know it didn’t have to be this way.
Sweat-stain genius, practical hands,
Built factories, built the goods, built the land.
First steps forgotten. History blind,
We’re connected to our roots by a credit line.
Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn’t fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant’s hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We gave up our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
Productivity’s children sleeping in chains.
Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.
Fear-fallen children couldn’t say no.
Wouldn’t read label made in Chinese. Where did the money go?
Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade.
Instead we’re led to every trap the giant made.
The future decided at the giant’s store—
Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.
Who are we doing this for?
The Giant from the East, a billion-head beast, feeding on the hopes of our young.
No resemblance of war, through the open door, mannequins of Mao Tse-Tung.
Invisible plans in the giant’s hands, temptation hit our stores in a flood.
And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We traded in our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.
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1259.
Poor Homeless American Genius Monk President
January 5, 2015
We do the strangest things when we're frightened into survival behavior. Americans care less about other
Americans—which really means we become less American, that our larger social identity is less American.
We try not to ask who benefits from this.
George Washington—quite possibly our last good president—believed that American disunity and political
factions were immoral. On this foundational principle, the Chinese Communist Party agrees with George
Washington, and plans to “rectify and reform” our systems, society, and so forth, and so on, whether we like
it or not—but, quite possibly, I digress. . . .
First comes the fear, and then our very strange survival behavior. Then comes the (right-on-schedule)
validation. Under duress, of self-deception, we’re more responsive to the extremes of validation and
humiliation—sometimes when we can barely tell them apart, as when another person's public failure serves
to justify our own personal choices.
The majority of American voters are in survival mode—but still physically comfortable, adequately housed
and fed—and therefore easily controlled. Remarkably so. This won’t last forever—their economics are a
vulnerable lie—but for now until November 2016 the “government” has only to convince a majority of
American voters to keep on doing just exactly what they’ve been doing. It's an easy sell—in any language.

1260.
Short $ Sweet, to Download $ Share
January 6, 2015
Wisdom of John W. Gardner, 1912 - 2002:
“The Road to Self-Renewal”
http://faculty-gsb.stanford.edu/aaker/pages/documents/johngardner-roadtoself-renewal2.pdf
•

It is a puzzle why some men and women go to seed, while others remain vital to the very end of their
days.

Short and sweet. Download and share.
Enjoy.
Trade deficit report tomorrow. Unemployment report on Friday.
Ugh.

1261.
Today’s Ticking Time Trade Bomb
January 7, 2015
This is where we break faith with our fellow citizens, where we give up our jobs and independence for a
chance to support the Chinese Communist Party until our money runs out.
This is where we break faith with life.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—November 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
The Happy Headline:
•

“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $39.0 billion in
November from $42.2 billion in October (revised), as imports decreased more than exports.”

The Finer Print:
•
•
•
•

Imports of Energy-Related Petroleum Products, Including Crude Oil: down -$5.1 billion from
October
Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods: down -17.6 percent from October
Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods with China: down -8 percent from October
Deficit in Advanced Technology Products: up +24.2 percent from October

Note that in November our goods deficit with the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist
Party/People's Liberation Army represented 56% of our goods deficit with the entire world.
In textbook theory, the exchange value of the U.S. dollar should freely weaken to rebalance trade and restore
our productive real economy.
Note that this ain't happening.
At their most benign, in theory, our trade losses give foreigners the money to own more of us than we own of
them. Our “U.S. Net International Investment Position” is already $6.2 trillion in the hole. If you think
these foreigners are managing their U.S. assets for the benefit of U.S. anything, you are mistaken.
If you think there's anything benign about our trade with China, you are also mistaken.

1262.
Of Things That Won’t Tend To Their Own
January 8, 2015
Mother Nature, it would appear, is ridding her garden of things that won't tend to their own.
Today, in anticipation of tomorrow:
“US top destination for capital from China”
[China Daily link—January 8, 2015]
•

•

The trend is driven by China's desire to “digest excess domestic capacity, accelerate upgrading and
adjustment of industrial structure, encourage effective use of reserves, and exert a positive effect on
global and regional geopolitics”, said Qin Xiao, chairman of Boyuan Foundation, a Hong Kongbased policy research institution.
But the scale and growth of China's investment to the United States is widely thought to be
underestimated, said Qin, as many transactions are done through “tax havens” such as Hong Kong,
the Cayman Islands and the British Virgin Islands. China's ODI in the United States will not only
bring capital and job opportunities in the United States, but also “create a constituency that more
strongly supports the US-China relationship”, said Stephen Orlins, president of NCUSCR. “Those
people who benefit from China's direct investments will become pro-constructive in US-China
relationships.”

“China buys more iPhones than US for first time: report”
[Xinhua link—January 8, 2015]
•
•

Apple only began selling iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 plus in the China market on Oct. 17, but the Chinese
consumers' preference for larger sized phones made the devices the most popular sold in China.
Apple CEO Tim Cook said during a trip to China in October that “it's just a matter of time" before
China "becomes Apple's biggest revenue contributor.”

“China, CELAC to map out cooperation plan over next five years: Xi”
[Xinhua link—January 8, 2015]
•

•

The Beijing Declaration will summarize political consensus, set the direction for the forum and
define cooperation guidelines, Xi said. The cooperation plan will define key areas and specific
measures for the overall cooperation from 2015 to 2019 between China and Latin America, covering
political security, trade, investment, finance, infrastructure, energy, resources, industry, agriculture,
science and people-to-people exchange, Xi said.
The 33-member CELAC was founded in December 2011 in Venezuela. It includes all South
American countries and some Caribbean states plus Mexico.

“Expert: Information weapons are the key to future warfare”
[People's Daily link—January 8, 2015]
•
•

Future warfare will be local wars under informationized conditions, and information warfare will
control the form and future of war.
“Today, to destroy a network is easy for many countries, but in times of peace, no one dares to do
so”, said Zhu [Chenghu, professor and major general at National Defense University PLA China].

“China police force ‘spent 150,000 yuan on Trojan horse viruses to monitor smartphones’”
[SCMP link—January 8, 2015]
•

•

The list allegedly included a 49,000 yuan Trojan horse virus for mobile phones and a 100,000 yuan
device that injected the virus into phones—both supplied by a Hubei company, Wuhan Hongxin
Telecommunication Technologies Co.
The virus illegally unlocked Android phones or iPhones, and could provide real-time monitoring of
their calls, text messages and photos, the list suggested.

“China Focus: RMB unlikely to depreciate drastically in 2015”
[Xinhua link—January 8, 2015]
•
•

Every 10 U.S. dollar reduction in oil prices will drive up China's current account surplus/GDP ratio
by around 0.3 percent.
Boosting export policies such as letting yuan depreciate would result in more international trade
friction, which is not desirable.

“Word of the Week: Monkey-snake”
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/2013/11/word-week-monkey-snake
•
•

Within the pantheon of mythical creatures of the Chinese Internet, the monkey-snake represents the
propaganda apparatus of the Chinese government.
Has the head of a monkey and the body of a snake. Rear end also resembles a face. Skilled at
imitating human language, but usually tells lies. First appeared approximately 100 years ago in
Russia. While once common in much of Eastern Europe, Northeast Asia, and Africa, it is now only
found in Northeast Asia and South America. While there are many variations of the species, those
found in China and North Korea are considered to be the purebred.

Hasta mañana. . . .

1263.
Today’s Employment Report Is Down -65,000
January 9, 2015
It is bitterly cold here in the Upper Midwest, with mercury readings below zero—not seasonally adjusted.
“The Employment Situation—December 2014”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
The seasonally adjusted headline to encourage our complacency:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 252,000 in December, and the unemployment rate
declined to 5.6 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Job gains occurred in
professional and business services [52,000], construction [48,000], food services and drinking places
[43,600], health care [34,100], and manufacturing [17,000].”

The not seasonally adjusted actual numbers according to the same government report:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment: down -65,000 in December
Total goods-producing jobs: down -156,000
Construction: down -157,000
Manufacturing: up +4,000
Retail trade: up +169,000
Information: down -5,000
Financial activities: up +23,000
Professional and business services: down -28,000
Health care: up +47,100
Food services and drinking places: down -8,700
U.S. Postal Service: up +16,500

Also not seasonally adjusted:
•
•

At Work Part Time for Economic Reasons, Nonagricultural Industries: up +258,000
Not in Labor Force: up +959,000—to a new all-time record

I wonder how many people will try to convince me it's warm outside today.
Probably fewer than are willing to expose themselves to the elements.

1264.
Pop Music, Pop Metaphor, Pop Surrender
January 10, 2015
Lately I've been seeing more articles on popular music and why it all sounds the same.
Their common research credentials are:
“Measuring the Evolution of Contemporary Western Popular Music”
•

www.nature.com/srep/2012/120726/srep00521/pdf/srep00521.pdf

“Instrumentational Complexity of Music Genres and Why Simplicity Sells”
•

www.plosone.org/article/fetchObject.action?uri=info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0115255
&representation=PDF

Among the popular articles, this is most useful:
“How The Music Industry Is Brainwashing You To Like Bad Pop Songs”
www.mic.com/articles/95260/how-the-music-industry-is-brainwashing-you-to-like-bad-pop-songs
•

This happens more often than you might think.

Art is supposed to express something—otherwise there can be no art and, soon, whatever it was that the art
should have expressed.
Why would we agree to limit ourselves?
Why would we surrender to the pressures of conformity when we know it only makes us crazy?
See “Dollar to the Giant” below. Time and again, I've been told it's the “best” song ever written. Now seven
years old, it's become truer each day. If this one song had been recorded by a big star with a big audience, it
would have saved us all a lot of grief.
It still can. Now more than ever. But first we have to want to prove it wrong.
—
[Lyrics, Amazon and iTunes links]

1265.
January 11, 2015
January 11, 2015
It's all over our heads, but we can't help being fascinated by the grown-ups' conversations.
How do they remember all those details? How can they pronounce all those words?

1266.
A Thriving Ally In The Face Of Our Common Threat
January 12, 2015
The truth is too simple to be profitable. Also, most people aren't really interested in the truth. As a practical
matter, they want other people to be interested in the truth.
American citizens—you and I, voters and consumers—are primarily responsible for the Charlie Hebdo
murders. We've allowed our Military-Industrial-Congressional Complex to meddle in foreign lands and
deindustrialize our own. We could vote these people out of office, or we could boycott their goods and
services, but we choose not to. Instead, we support their criminal enterprise—we are globally perceived as
supporting their criminal enterprise—in the name of something called America.
A nation of grown-ups would start minding its own business, stop throwing good money after bad, and be
ready to answer a child's questions.
The following is Hedges, not me, but I'll pass it along and keep looking.
“A Message From the Dispossessed”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/a_message_from_the_dispossessed_20150111
•

The cartoons of the Prophet in the Paris-based satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo are offensive and
juvenile. None of them are funny. And they expose a grotesque double standard when it comes to
Muslims. In France a Holocaust denier, or someone who denies the Armenian genocide, can be
imprisoned for a year and forced to pay a $60,000 fine. It is a criminal act in France to mock the
Holocaust the way Charlie Hebdo mocked Islam. French high school students must be taught about
the Nazi persecution of the Jews, but these same students read almost nothing in their textbooks about
the widespread French atrocities, including a death toll among Algerians that some sources set at
more than 1 million, in the Algerian war for independence against colonial France.

Cherchez la Chine.
It is increasingly difficult to see where our criminal enterprise ends and China begins to reap all benefits; but
if I were in charge, Islam would be nothing less than a loyal market for American-made goods—and a
thriving ally in the face of our common threat.

1267.
How Many American Deaths Are Relevant?
January 13, 2015
Of interest, followed by a relevant statistic:
“Why did the world ignore Boko Haram’s Baga attacks?”
www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/12/-sp-boko-haram-attacks-nigeria-baga-ignored-media
•

As media coverage focused on the Paris terror attacks last week, more than 2000 Nigerians were
reported to have been killed by Islamist militants. What makes one massacre more newsworthy than
another?

“China Strives to Be on African Minds, and TV Sets”
http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com//2015/01/07/china-strives-to-be-on-african-minds-and-tv-sets
•

While China imposes strict controls on foreign-produced entertainment at home, it is also eager to see
its cultural products embraced abroad.

“Xinjiang province bans burqa for Muslim women”
www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/Xinjiang-province-bans-burqa-for-Muslimwomen/articleshow/45845158.cms
•

The Communist Party leadership in Urumqi, provincial capital of Xinjiang, decided to ban the Burqa
last month. Communist leaders feel Xinjiang is going through a phase of rising Islamic
fundamentalism, which plays a role in the growth of separatism.

“China’s Sweet Handshake to France”
www.forbes.com/sites/ericrmeyer/2015/01/13/chinas-sweet-handshake-to-france
•

The acquisitions of Toulouse-Blagnac and Club Med were fiercely resisted, as both the airport and
travel brand are seen as symbolizing the core values of France as a nation.

“Spending on Arts and Cultural Production Continues to Increase”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/general/acpsa/acpsa0115.pdf
•

“With the creation of new data analyses like this one—which shows how arts and culture contribute
to GDP—the Department of Commerce is providing a more detailed picture of what drives the U.S.
economy, growth, and job creation,” said Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker. “Making new data

available is another example of how the government is working harder and smarter to produce
relevant statistics that better inform individuals, businesses, and decision makers.”
I've got a relevant statistic, Ms. Pritzker, one from your Department of Commerce.
But I still want to know how many American deaths are represented by our deficit in goods—$11 trillions'
worth of trade losses just since Clinton's inauguration in 1993.
A lot, I'll bet.

1268.
Heal Thyself
January 14, 2015
Back when I was in the ergonomics business, I used to tell people my job was to protect them from the evils
of technology. Some of my best customers were cell phone manufacturers who knew damned well that
“those things give you brain cancer.”
“Why children absorb more microwave radiation than adults: The consequences”
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2213879X14000583
•

•

Because the average latency time between first exposure and diagnosis of a tumor can be decades,
tumors induced in children may not be diagnosed until well into adulthood. The fetus is particularly
vulnerable to MWR. MWR exposure can result in degeneration of the protective myelin sheath that
surrounds brain neurons. MWR-emitting toys are being sold for use by young infants and toddlers.
Digital dementia has been reported in school age children. A case study has shown when cellphones
are placed in teenage girls' bras multiple primary breast cancer develop beneath where the phones are
placed. MWR exposure limits have remained unchanged for 19 years.
MWR is a Class 2B (possible) carcinogen as is carbon black, carbon tetrachloride, chloroform, DDT,
lead, nickel, phenobarbital, styrene, diesel fuel, and gasoline. It seems clear that we would not
expose children to these other agents, so why would we expose children to microwave radiation?

Indeed, why sacrifice children at all?
We demand the right to publish truth.
We exercise the right to publish everything else.

1269.
If We Buy Their Stories, We’ll Buy Their Goods and Services
January 15, 2015
Have you ever noticed that the people who explain the bad things and the people who do the bad things are
almost always the same people? Their smokescreen keeps us on the sidelines and makes it difficult to see
who's picking our pockets.
If we buy their stories, we'll buy their goods and services if it kills us.
“Are All Terrorists Muslims? It’s Not Even Close”
www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/01/14/are-all-terrorists-muslims-it-s-not-even-close.html
•

But our media simply do not cover the non-Muslim terror attacks with same gusto. Why? It's a
business decision.

“Why Wages Won’t Rise”
www.robertreich.org/post/107998491550
•

[Let me guess. Because of shameless frauds with credentials, Robert Reich?]

“Mentions of Jobs as Top U.S. Problem at Six-Year Low”
www.gallup.com/poll/181136/mentions-jobs-top-problem-six-year-low.aspx
•

Unemployment ranks well down the list this month, with government dissatisfaction and the
economy in general at the top. In addition to those three issues, at least 6% of Americans mentioned
immigration, the federal debt and a decline in moral values as top problems. Mentions of racism and
race relations fell back to 5% this month, after rising sharply to 13% in December 2014 amid
controversy over relations between blacks and white police officers.

“Wenzhou Police Purchase Trojan Horse”
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/2015/01/minitrue-wenzhou-police-purchase-surveillance-equipment
•

Censorship instructions: “All websites nationwide must not repost the article ‘Wenzhou Economic
and Technological Development Zone Public Security Bureau Spends 100,000 on Cellphone Trojan
Horse.’ If already posted, immediately delete.”

If we buy their stories, we'll buy their goods and services until we can't.

1270.
Smart Kids, More Real Wealth, Less Real Trouble
January 17, 2015
If you hang out with Americans, most every person you know is some kind of self-absorbed prima donna.
If you hang out with communist Chinese, most every person you know is not.
“The Secret to Raising Smart Kids”
www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-secret-to-raising-smart-kids
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Don't tell your kids that they are.
Our society worships talent, and many young people assume that possessing superior intelligence or
ability—along with confidence in that ability—is a recipe for success. In fact, however, more than 35
years of scientific investigation suggests that an overemphasis on intellect or talent leaves people
vulnerable to failure, fearful of challenges and unwilling to remedy their shortcomings.
Animal experiments . . . had shown that after repeated failures, most animals conclude that a situation
is hopeless and beyond their control. After such an experience, the researchers found, an animal
often remains passive even when it can effect change—a state they called learned helplessness.
People can learn to be helpless, too, but not everyone reacts to setbacks this way.
As we had predicted, the students with a growth mind-set felt that learning was a more important goal
in school than getting good grades. In addition, they held hard work in high regard, believing that the
more you labored at something, the better you would become at it.
The students who held a fixed mind-set, however, were concerned about looking smart with less
regard for learning. They had negative views of effort, believing that having to work hard at
something was a sign of low ability.
How do we transmit a growth mind-set to our children? One way is by telling stories about
achievements that result from hard work.
Such lessons apply to almost every human endeavor. For instance, many young athletes value talent
more than hard work and have consequently become unteachable. Similarly, many people
accomplish little in their jobs without constant praise and encouragement to maintain their
motivation. If we foster a growth mind-set in our homes and schools, however, we will give our
children the tools to succeed in their pursuits and to become productive workers and citizens.

The future of productive workers and citizens is real productivity—of tangible goods.
More product making. Less trouble making.
We can buckle down and learn.
Again and again.

1271.
Please Don’t Feed The Monkey-Snake
January 18, 2015
We (some of us) love the fireworks and the derring-do, but it's better to remember that our country hasn't
won a war since 1945—and that war is a racket and most armies work for bankers. The U.S.—long on the
losing side of an economic war with China—can't fight another “real” war without Chinese money, Chinese
permission, and Chinese hardware.
Any coyote would know better than to step in a trap like this. America's leaders—the men and women we've
chosen to follow—are demonstrably less capable than coyotes.
Today’s eye on the monkey-snake:
“News Analysis: Critics blast Obama for lack of leadership amid rising terror threats worldwide”
[Xinhua link—January 17, 2015]
•

Critics have also accused the White House of putting political correctness over security following the
Paris attacks, pointing out that the administration has refused to link the terror threat with Islamic
extremism, preferring instead to chalk up the threat to extremism in general.

“Civil servants to see 60 percent increase in salary”
[China Daily link—January 18, 2015]
•

The base salary for ministerial level officials will increase from the current 7,020 yuan ($1,130) to
11,385 yuan, while the salaries for the lowest level officials will jump to 1,320 yuan from 630 yuan,
according to the plan. The plan also said that in the future salaries for civil servants will be adjusted
every year or every two years.

“How the Communist Party knocked down Macau’s house of cards in just six weeks”
[SCMP link—January 18, 2015]
•

They say that when it comes to casinos, the house always wins. But as Macau's gaming behemoths
digest the incredible events of the past six weeks, they must be thinking that whoever coined the
phrase never played against the Communist Party.

“Commentary: U.S. should listen to DPRK’s peace appeal”
[Xinhua link—January 16, 2015]

•

On the 70th anniversary of the end of Japanese colonial rule and the division of the peninsula, it is
high time for the United States to patiently listen to DPRK's peace appeal to help achieve
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and safeguard its peace and stability through dialogue and
consultations.

If you don't trust the monkey-snake, don't feed your children to the monkey-snake.
Where do you think the monkey-snake got all those factories?

1272.
One Special Interest Would Leave Nothing On The Table
January 19, 2015
So tiresome, and true:
“It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends on his not understanding it.”
I thought today would be a good day to repeat this from Upton Sinclair. He got some good things done.
Otherwise, today, I might be tempted to say something about profits in the Martin Luther King industry, or
about American consumers who've long stood firm against American slavery on American soil.
Practically speaking, and for all our fathers' advice, we don't like to do things right or don't do them at all.
Most of us are happy with a little piece of the action, and we never complain until we feel left out.
“Wealth: Having it all and wanting more”
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/wealth-having-it-all-and-wanting-more-338125
•

By 2016, the top 1% will have more than 50% of total global wealth.

Blah, blah, blah. I don't mind facts, but I do mind the ignorant manipulation.
Instead of falling victim to division and conquest, what about pooling our efforts?
What if every American citizen worked for the benefit of every American citizen?

1273.
State of the Quiet Collaborators
January 20, 2015
The U.S. government is a criminal enterprise—our politicians are crooks—because this is what We the
People have wanted. This evening, wrapped in a discombobulating shade of black, the big deindustrial crime
boss will deliver his State of the Union “Keep Up the Good Work” message to a nation of quiet collaborators
who can practically taste the defeat we've worked so hard to achieve.
Nothing could be easier than democracy. Its success depends entirely on self-interest.
Honest American citizens deserve more than bread, circuses, and such a puny cut of the ill-gotten gains.
The following are related, somehow:
“Tainted oil dealer given death penalty, huge fine”
[Xinhua link—January 20, 2015]
•

Food safety has become a top concern in China as a string of safety scandals, particularly in 2008
when melamine-tainted baby formula caused the deaths of at least six infants and sickened 300,000
others, have crippled customer confidence.

“China to instill national characteristics in think tanks”
[Xinhua link—January 20, 2015]
•

The guideline, which was jointly issued by the General Office of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee and the General Office of the State Council, said that by 2020, think tanks
in all organs must clearly define their positions and specialties, with the aim that several think tanks
will wield major influence in the world.

“China denies being world’s No. 1 economy”
[Xinhua link—January 20, 2015]
•

“The NBS [National Bureau of Statistics] does not countenance these claims by some scholars and
media organizations,” said bureau head Ma Jiantang at a press conference in Beijing.

“France Under the Influence”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/01/20/france-under-the-influence

•

On that subject one can observe first, that human incompetence is infinite, and second, that when
those in power rush to take advantage of a black swan, that is not proof that they launched it. Those
who dictate the narrative have the means to profit from events.

Now is everybody still sure that “global” means the same as “good”?

1274.
The Democracy That Produced U.S. Dollars
January 21, 2015
So, well, how do you feel about yourself after last night's speech?
Important, I hope, and influential and indispensable.
A democracy fails only when its citizens fail to act in their own long-term interests—regardless of how this
includes their fellow citizens.
I think I published today's recap on January 5:
•

“The majority of American voters are in survival mode—but still physically comfortable, adequately
housed and fed—and therefore easily controlled. Remarkably so. This won't last forever—their
economics are a vulnerable lie—but for now until November 2016 the ‘government’ has only to
convince a majority of American voters to keep on doing just exactly what they've been doing. It's an
easy sell—in any language.”

So there you go, again.
I should also mention something about the democracy that decided to produce U.S. dollars instead of U.S.
goods.

1275.
Bankers’ Truth
January 22, 2015
When they're ready, to get the most out of a belief, people should question their parents' so as to freely
choose their own.
This isn't just about religion and politics.
It's about their sum.
Economics.
Why accept the bankers' view?
Links:
“Release Number: CB15-TPS.05”
www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2015/cb15-tps05.html
•
•

310,633,980—U.S. Resident Population on January 1, 2011
320,090,632—U.S. Resident Population on January 1, 2015

“Speech shows ‘US ambition to dominate world’”
[Global Times link—January 22, 2015]
•

Obama, who is pushing to overcome resistance to so-called fast-track authority from within his own
party as well as conservative Republicans, said that if China prevailed, US workers and businesses
would be at a disadvantage.

“Foreign oil wells attract Chinese investors”
[China Daily link—January 21, 2015]
•

Foreign investment in the energy industry is welcomed by the US government, and the biggest risk
for investors now is the slump of oil prices.

“One billion harmful, erotic posts deleted in year-long Internet cleanup”
[Xinhua link—January 17, 2015]

•

Authorities also closed down about 2,200 websites and 20 million online forums, blogs and social
media accounts that had spread erotic and illegal content, said Ren Xianliang, deputy head of the
Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC). During the operation, domestic gateway websites have
well cooperated, Ren said.

“Scandal-Hit GlaxoSmithKline ‘to Lay Off 1,000 Employees in China’”
[Caixin link—January 22, 2015]
•

Other foreign drug companies are trimming their number of employees in China.

“Prosecutor gives rare insight into weeping corrupt Chinese officials and their mistresses”
[SCMP link—January 22, 2015]
•

At a certain level in the bureaucracy, women would come to them, instead of the other way around,
making it easy for them to fall into temptation.

Fill in the blanks:
•

“In [. . .] the U.S. overthrew the [. . .] government.”

And we wonder why. . . .

1276.
“If not for you I wouldn’t know anything important at all.”
January 22, 2015
“If not for you I wouldn't know anything important at all.”
— Donna Amburgey, attorney and author
I've attached Volume Two of my compendium to this e-mail.
Why not make copies and pass them around?
If you like chapters #1259 - #1275, Volume One is available upon request and free of charge.
Thank you!

1277.
America Is Other Americans
January 23, 2015
I wonder how many public intellectuals, today in America, will accuse their criminal overlords of stupidity.
The stupid overlords are working on a menu for November 8, 2016. No substitutions. If you don't like
what's on the ballot, you can eat somewhere else.
Americans love slavery. We just don't want it here. But we love to buy things made by slaves in other
countries. If a price is low enough, we don't want to know the details. Or the consequences. If we
accidentally hear something we shouldn't, we'll forget about it and never say another word.
I think we used to be more adventurous.

1278.
Peeing in the Pickle Bucket
January 25, 2015
Sunday gleanings and a personal recollection:
“Health Care Satellite Account”
www.bea.gov/national/health_care_satellite_account.htm
•
•

Health care is a large and growing share of the U.S. economy—17.4% of GDP in 2013.
With this new account, BEA aims to improve the measurement of health care spending, and help
researchers and policymakers better understand this sector's spending and trends. The principal
contribution of the HCSA is that it redefines the commodity provided to patients as the treatment of
disease (for example, cancer or diabetes) rather than the specific types of medical care that
individuals purchase (such as visits to a doctor's office or the purchase of a drug), as is currently
published. The redefinition of the output of the health sector as the treatment of disease implies a
different allocation of consumer spending for health care services (across diseases rather than goods
and services) and also different price indexes than those published in the NIPAs [national income and
product accounts].

“In China, VPN internet access tools suffer further disruptions”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/23/us-china-internet-vpn-idUSKBN0KW0WS20150123
•

A cyber security expert at a government-backed Chinese think-tank told the Global Times that
China's Great Firewall “has been upgraded for cyberspace sovereignty”, in a rare acknowledgement
in state-run media of the country's efforts to block technical workarounds to the firewall. Attacks and
blocks on foreign internet services have become increasingly common in China. Censors maintain a
tight grip on what can and cannot be published online to eliminate anything seen as a threat to the
ruling Communist Party.

“Beard of Egypt’s King Tut hastily glued back on with epoxy”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/0dad9fb502094fd09de4dd263662d4d0/beard-egypts-king-tut-hastily-gluedback-epoxy
•

Three of the museum's conservators reached by telephone gave differing accounts of when the
incident occurred last year, and whether the beard was knocked off by accident while the mask's case
was being cleaned, or was removed because it was loose. They agree however that orders came from
above to fix it quickly and that an inappropriate adhesive was used. All spoke on condition of
anonymity for fear of professional reprisals.

“The ‘American Sniper’s’ Preposterous post-Katrina New Orleans story”

www.nola.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/01/the_american_snipers_preposter.html
•
•

Jesse Ventura, the former military man, wrestler and governor of Minnesota, sued Kyle before he
died, claiming that he defamed Ventura in his memoir, “American Sniper.”
Because he's a proved liar, we should be awfully skeptical about Kyle's claim that the U.S.
government sent him into New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. They perched him atop the
Superdome, he said, and it was from there that he picked off 30 looters in the city.

“The rise of the medical humanities”
www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/features/feature-the-rise-of-the-medical-humanities/2018007.fullarticle
•

This explains why funeral services so often include poems, rather than extracts from novels.

“State of the Union 2015: Lethal, Predatory, Delusional”
www.blackagendareport.com/node/14635
•

On closer examination, his grab bag of bills and requests for legislation contains even less than
advertized—a vapor-thin rhetorical veneer for a center-right presidency whose real accomplishment
has been to re-inflate the Wall Street casino, flush the last vestiges of secure employment out of the
economy, and put the imperial war machine back on the offensive. Corporate pundits describe
Obama's antics as an appeal to his party's “base.” In a world in which words actually mean
something, a politician's base would be composed of the people whose interests he actually serves,
rather than those he victimizes.

“Hollywood shoots Arabs: The movie”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2015/01/american-sniper-hollywood-iraq-201512552746382833.html
•

Every single Iraqi in the film is presumed guilty. And thus, deserving. . . .

“FRED Adds 3 Labor Market Conditions Indexes”
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/release?rid=337

But:
December 2014 U.S. unemployment rate, Bureau of Labor Statistics U-6: 11.2% (seasonally adjusted)
December 2014 U.S. unemployment rate, Shadow Government Statistics SGS: 23.0% (seasonally adjusted)
January 2015 average price of a U.S. Big Mac: $4.79 (seasonally . . . ?)
Whatever you think about Big Macs, just try to get this out of your head:
When I was in high school, most kids knew better than to eat the pickle on a fast-food burger.
What we didn't know was that “peeing in the pickle bucket” would eventually explain so many things.

1279.
Physical Labor and Physical Labor
January 26, 2015
Most of us don't want to work any harder than we think we already do, even if this would make us happier.
It's a shame, or it could be some day, that our “species” peaked so soon. As late as the nineteenth century,
we ate four or five thousand calories a day without getting fat; when we died, it was usually from accidents
and infections, not degenerative diseases; and when we retired, at a surprisingly ripe old age, our golden
years were not so trivial.
Just when you think we couldn't get any more fat, dumb, and disease-ridden—along comes another plan to
make the symptoms go away, another plan to make money without having to do any actual work.
Sometimes we're suckers for things we never wanted in the first place.
All wealth—all wealth—is created by physical labor and farms, physical labor and factories, physical labor
and natural resources. Any banker, doctor, blogger, economist, or politician who tells you any different is a
disease-ridden liar of a wealth-transferring parasite. In all fairness to other service workers, most are now
too ignorant to understand the origins of their own paychecks.
Popular miscreants tell us the best way to support McDonald's is by eating at Burger King—that the best way
to support a country (like the United States) is by purchasing goods from another country (like China). Some
evildoers are simply oblivious to change; they continue to explain the world as if the People's Republic of
China is of less importance. Like I said, most of us don't want to work any harder than we think we already
do.
Even if.

1280.
Don’t Sit and Sob—Vote for Weird Uncle Bob
January 30, 2015
In the 1,280 “Dollar to the Giant” mailings since June 2008—
—I've never lied, been wrong, or made any sense.
Today's “dessert first” is one to share—
—a densely nutritious confection (of my own concoction) that deserves broader consumption:
“Physical Labor and Physical Labor”
www.facebook.com/notes/bob-hall-2016/physical-labor-and-physical-labor/885743911456532
•

Sometimes we're suckers for things we never wanted in the first place.

Next, a subtly nuanced course of salamander:
“14 police suspended after beating up journalists”
[Global Times link—January 27, 2015—published and then removed]
•

Fourteen police officers were suspended after three journalists in South China's Guangdong Province
Monday claimed that they were severely beaten up by officials who allegedly consumed a rare and
protected animal with government funds during an undercover interview. The journalists from
Guangzhou-based Nandu Daily said that several officials and security guards beat them up and seized
their camera Wednesday night at a restaurant at Luohu district, Shenzhen, where the officials and
guards allegedly gathered and consumed a giant salamander.

And finally—pièce de résistance—this true life accounting of my own:
•

Recently a huge Mongolian-looking woman, dressed in black from head to toe, slipped up behind me
while I was jogging down a country road in rural Wisconsin. I've never seen another white person
jogging around here, or a black person doing anything around here, so when a giant jogging ninja
person gets a little too close, my natural inclination, I've discovered, is to leap sideways. She blew
past me—eyes straight ahead, calves like giant salamanders—and ran about 100 yards before she
looked back, never breaking her formidable stride. After another quarter mile or so she stopped,
suddenly, and walked slowly, very slowly, past the driveway to my current temporary residence, and
then she started running again.

I know this doesn't sound like much fun, but it is, and I wish I'd started in June 1908.

When we avoid risk, we sacrifice children.

1281.
“Dead-child memory of another time.”
January 31, 2015
I’ve said “I told you so” a total of twice—and in reference to my song lyrics.
“Dollar to the Giant” could have saved our country a few trillion dollars' worth of grief followed by more
grief.
(Scroll down, way down.)
If only I didn't have such a bad voice. Oh golly, everyone was so embarrassed for me. If only I could sing
without embarrassing my country. We could be so happy together.
You told me so.
But your children deserve better. Put yourself in their shoes. How would you like to support the Chinese
economy until it destroys your children?
Links for the Land of the Brave:
“Chinese universities ordered to ban textbooks that promote Western values”
[SCMP link—January 30, 2015]
•

Universities were urged to keep classrooms clear of remarks that “defame the rule of the Communist
Party, smear socialism or violate the constitution and laws”. Teachers must also not grumble in class
to avoid “passing on negative emotions to their students”, [Education Minister] Yuan reportedly
said.

“PLA pledges allegiance to Party’s ‘absolute leadership’”
[Xinhua link—January 30, 2015]
•

The top task of ideological education is to foster faith throughout all levels of the armed forces,
especially the upper echelons.

“No name, no phone as Xinjiang moves to cut terror propaganda”
[Shanghai Daily link—January 30, 2015]
•

People in northwest China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region will have to register their details
when buying cellphones and computers, under new rules.

“China Seeks Digital Control, from U.N. to CPU”
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/2015/01/china-seeks-digital-control-u-n-cpu
•

Since the start of 2015, authorities have pushed even harder to realize this vision at every level from
international norms and Internet traffic down to software and the hardware it runs on.

“Internet plays bigger role in China’s petitioning system”
[Xinhua link—January 30, 2015]
•

China's petitioning system dates back to the early 1950s and has played a supporting role in public
supervision over Party and state organs.

“Derail Fast Track!”
www.buchanan.org/blog/derail-fast-track-15529
•

Thus, “free-trade” Republicans and their collaborators in the Business Roundtable and U.S. Chamber
of Commerce decided to drop the U.S. labor force into a worldwide labor pool where the average
wage was but a tiny fraction of an American living wage.

It's interesting, I think, that my 2015 Google searches of “Dollar to the Giant” have been turning up 99%
fewer results than my 2014 Google searches of “Dollar to the Giant.”
Lyrics below (I told you so).
—
[Lyrics]

1282.
Too Crooked To Care What China Wants
February 1, 2015
The New York Times, like every newspaper, makes a living by manipulating consumers. Like politicians,
newspapers are not nearly so stupid as they are crooked. On some level we all know this, but we can't afford
to think about it without feeling irresponsible, and we like to have someone else to blame.
Here, the Times could hardly be more coy:
“China’s Self-Destructive Tech Crackdown”
www.nytimes.com/2015/01/31/opinion/chinas-self-destructive-tech-crackdown.html
•

Executives at Chinese banks are reportedly worried that they will have to rely on substandard
domestic computer equipment that could make their systems more vulnerable to hacking by
criminals, foreign rivals and others. Foreign businesses and governments are rightly saying these
new policies amount to protectionism. The changes also seem to make a joke of China's commitment
to abide by global trading rules established by the World Trade Organization and of its stated desire
to deepen trade and investment ties with the United States and other countries.

Moving forward, the NYT could ask itself “What does China want?” and then share its thoughts with paid
subscribers.
It's time, I'm afraid, to send this out for the seventh time:
From a conversation between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a U.S. delegation to China, as quoted in Beating the
Unbeatable Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D., pages 408 - 410:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clark Bowers: Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?
Mo Xiusong: Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist. However, the road to Communism may
take well over a hundred years and the transition doesn't have to be violent.
Clark Bowers: Is it possible to reach your goal of world Communism while any of the bourgeois or
their economic environment still exist?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be against the laws of science.
Clark Bowers: As part of your reform, do you even desire to ever allow for anti-Socialist political
parties?
Mo Xiusong: No, that would be unconstitutional.
Clark Bowers: Do you have any desire to change this part of the constitution?
Mo Xiusong: No, the people wouldn't support it.
Clark Bowers: Who speaks for the people of China?
Mo Xiusong: The Communist Party of China acts on behalf of the workers of China. We are their
mind.

•

Mo Xiusong continues: The historical miscalculations of Gorbachev led to an unbridled chaos that
tore the social fabric of the USSR apart. We opposed a similar destabilization in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, and history has vindicated our leadership by the economic and political stability that has
followed.

Again, note:
Surprisingly few Americans remember that the Communist Party of China created the People's Liberation
Army long before there was a People's Republic of China. The CCP and PLA then—“out of the barrel of a
gun,” in Chairman Mao's words—established the People's Republic of China. Essentially, they are all one
and the same.
When we buy Chinese-made goods, our money supports the People's Liberation Army. When multinational
corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist Party.
Let's say our leaders are just too crooked to care what China wants.
Now what about the rest of us?

1283.
Artificial Intelligence, Self-Inflicted Doom
February 2, 2015
Yesterday I wrote: “The New York Times, like every newspaper, makes a living by manipulating
consumers.” Remember, we are also consumers of newspapers and information.
And we are consumers of war.
I've heard people argue about the GDP without realizing it's nowhere near 70 percent consumer spending.
It's closer to 110 percent—literally. We pay for everything.
We are consumers of government—
—and taxation, and politics, and policy, and foreign policy, and social control.
A country is not the same as a government. While a country typically chooses its government, a government
typically competes with its country.
Our government competes for our support. Our government can lower its competitors' prices so that we
consumers can better support our government.
I have to laugh, just a little, whenever I hear some economist predict the future.

1284.
We Are Consumers Of War—We Are Consumers Of Politics
February 3, 2015
I was just wondering if a different title—
“We Are Consumers Of War—We Are Consumers Of Politics”
—would reach a different audience.
Here, from yesterday, is the original (very, very short) article:
“Artificial Intelligence, Self-Inflicted Doom”
www.facebook.com/notes/bob-hall-2016/artificial-intelligence-self-inflicted-doom/889562411074682
It's one of the best things I've ever read—and I wrote it.
From the ONION:
“Man Under Mistaken Impression He His Own Harshest Critic”
www.theonion.com/articles/man-under-mistaken-impression-he-his-own-harshest,37924
•

At press time, Tullman wrongly added that on the occasions he chooses to reward himself, it's
because he truly deserves it.

From the Monkey-Snake:
“News Analysis: Feed China, starve the world?”
[Xinhua link—February 3, 2015]
•

•

The “No. 1 Central Document” refers to the first major policy document of each year released by the
central government. This is the 12th consecutive year in which the document has focused on
agriculture and rural issues, signaling the importance the leadership attaches to filling the rice bowls
of their people.
[Ministry of Agriculture spokesman Bi Meijia] stressed that China poses no threat to global food
security. China takes great pride in feeding a fifth of the world's population with a quarter of the
world's grain yielded from a tenth of the world's farmland

“China aims to take the lead in GM food race”
[SCMP link—February 3, 2015]

•
•

China yesterday vowed to spearhead research into genetically modified food, with its top agricultural
policymaker insisting that imports should not dominate the domestic market.
In the blueprint, the so-called No1 Central Document, the authorities ordered that GMO research be
improved and the public better educated about the products.

From a real news source:
“Agriculture Is The Engine Driving Passage Of A New Trade Deal”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2015/Agriculture-Is-The-Engine-Driving-New-Trade-Deal0130151.html
•

The majority of senators on the Finance Committee were most ebullient over prospects of TPP
opening Asian markets for agricultural commodities, and many of their questions of [U.S. Trade
Representative Michael Froman] concerned poultry, beef, dairy, cotton, ethanol, wheat and
soybeans. Even some Democrats who have been skeptical about free trade seemed to waver and
focused on agriculture, with Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) telling Froman that “dairy is a very important
issue in the Pacific Northwest.”

If I were in China's position, I'd increase my share of the world's farmland.
Life is simple.

1285.
W, Th, F, Barbarians, Lunatics
February 4, 2015
December 2014 trade figures will be published tomorrow. January 2015 employment figures will be
published on Friday.
Both will be horrific.
If you don't look at them, you will turn to stone.
Competitive industries that rely on our ignorance—government and media, for example—will report the
“headline” summaries that also manage to keep us from ever feeling truly alive. For those interested in a
more dignified existence, the “real” data—at least according to the government—will be found in the same
government reports.
Stay tuned.
“U.S. Intelligence Analyst: America Was Ignorant About China’s Quest To Become The World’s
Biggest Economic Superpower: Chinese view U.S. politicians and business people as ‘barbarians who
will be the architects of their own demise’”
www.manufacturingnews.com/index.html
•
•
•

Michael Pillsbury . . . spent the past 40 years as a China analyst for the Pentagon and CIA.
The United States must “implement a new, more competitive strategy toward China as it really is and
not as we might wish it to be.”
He hopes that the book will act as a “wake up call as we face the greatest national security challenge
of the twenty-first century."

Also and hopefully of interest:
“North Korea Rules Out Dialogue With ‘Gangster-Like’ US”
www.voanews.com/content/north-korea-rules-out-dialogue-with-gangster-like-us/2628065.html
•

North Korea in 2009 walked out of six-nation talks aimed at convincing Pyongyang to give up its
nuclear program in exchange for badly needed aid and security guarantees.

Forgive me, please, but just what the hell is wrong with you people?
American and UN soldiers with American weapons killed more than a million North Korean civilians—
civilians—right in their own backyards, which are still right in China's own backyard.

And North Koreans are the lunatics?
Please consider the truth about our economy and how this affects your survival.
There are (better) ways for Americans to live.

1286.
Do Our Country’s Trade Losses Affect Our Leaders?
February 5, 2015
As promised:
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—December 2014”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
The headline should be trouble enough:
•

“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $46.6 billion in December
from $39.8 billion in November (revised), as imports increased and exports decreased.”

Note the not somehow adjusted:
•

Our trade deficit (loss) in wealth-producing goods (not wealth-transferring services) for December
2014 was $62,015,000,000—or $2.0 billion dollars per day.

And these hitherto-unimaginable-new-history-of-humanity records:
•
•

Yearly goods deficit with one country or political party or People's Republic or China:
$342,632,500,000—or 47.4% of our total with the world.
Yearly goods imports: $2,345,778,000,000—or $6.4 billion dollars per day.

No need to complicate. We don't have to buy all this stuff from foreigners.
We could be producing it ourselves—or what if we don't?

1287.
Jobs Down -2,755,000 In January
February 6, 2015
One thing for sure about winter in the northern hemisphere: our leaders can make it go away.
By applying shape-shifting secret formulas known only to government statisticians, humble data becomes
powerful social control, January becomes a balmy month for jobs, and if a democracy has never before
counter-revolted against The Industrial Revolution, our leaders are mightily confident with their
prognostications.
They call it seasonal adjustment—or job security, or something—and they do it to us for our own good.
I think it's insulting—and infantilizing, and more than a little suspicious—and I'd prefer the simple truth any
month of the year.
“The Employment Situation—January 2015”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
The Headline:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 257,000 in January, and the unemployment rate was
little changed at 5.7 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Job gains occurred
in retail trade, construction, health care, financial activities, and manufacturing.”

The Not Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates:
•
•

U-3 unemployment rate: 6.1 percent—up from 5.4 percent in December
U-6 unemployment rate: 12.0 percent—up from 11.1 percent in December

The Not Seasonally Adjusted Establishment Data:
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment: down -2,755,000 in January
Total private: down -2,241,000
Total government: down -514,000

Additional:
•
•
•
•
•

Retail trade: down -592,600 in January
Construction: down -261,000
Health care: down -49,800
Financial activities: down -38,000
Manufacturing: down -85,000

And this from the Household Survey:
•
•

Persons at work part time due to slack work or business conditions: up +274,000 in January
Not in Labor Force: 93,674,000—a new all-time record

Happy Birthday.

1288.
Enemies and Competitors Are Better Listeners
February 7, 2015
Our public servants work for us, not the other way around, and while they might be good at fooling the boss,
they're not very good at fooling the Chinese.
We did not gain 257,000 jobs in January.
If you were a business owner, a person of responsibility and power, and your bookkeeping department tried
to hand you “seasonally adjusted” financial reports that defy gravity, you'd fire the lot of them. Particularly
if your business was struggling, you'd need the real numbers, useful information, and not some pretty graphs
showing someone's idea of where you might be headed based on their (completely nonexistent) previous
experience with (historically unprecedented) deindustrialization.
We are that business owner of responsibility and power—if I'm not really sure who's in the bookkeeping
department.
“No. 694: January Payrolls, Employment and Revisions”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-694-january-payrolls-employment-and-revisions
•
•

January 2015 Unemployment: 5.7% (U.3), 11.3% (U.6), 23.2% (ShadowStats)
23.2%

ShadowStats unemployment is based on the seasonally adjusted U-6, but their calculations include our
nation's long-term (more than 12 months) unemployed and discouraged workers, who were reclassified as
“Not In Labor Force” by the Clinton Department of Labor in 1994.
Yesterday, our public servants in the Obama Department of Labor reported that the U.S. gained 257,000 jobs
in January 2015, and also that the U.S. lost 2,755,000 jobs in January 2015.
Can they help it if people only hear what they want to hear?

1289.
One Way and Another, We Pay for Everything
February 8, 2015
Ducking the Monkey-Snake:
“China Focus: China’s foreign trade tumbles 10.8 pct in Jan.”
[Xinhua link—February 8, 2015]
•
•

•

•

China's foreign trade data tumbled in January as major data experienced routine decline ahead of the
upcoming Chinese lunar New Year, or Spring Festival.
Exports dropped 3.2 percent to 1.23 trillion yuan and imports slumped 19.7 percent to 860 billion
yuan, making the trade surplus expand 87.5 percent to 366.0 billion yuan, according to the GAC
[General Administration of Customs] data. “Spring Festival impacts foreign trade data at the
beginning of every year,” the GAC said in a press release.
Li Jian, a researcher with the Ministry of Commerce, said the contraction in exports is partly caused
by different economic situations of China's major trade partners. He said the stable economic
recovery of the United States can not offset the negative effects from the floundering Europe Union
(EU), Japan and some emerging economies.
Meanwhile, the State Council, China's cabinet, has given the go ahead for GAC to release its trade
data using yuan-denominated figures for this year. Before 2014, the GAC mainly used the U.S.
dollar in its trade data releases. It started to use both the dollar and yuan to denominate all trade
figures in 2014 in an effort to promote the expanded use of yuan.

Killing the Hog:
“Killing the Hog (III) — Lying to Win: Air Force Misrepresents Combat Records In Campaign to
Retire A-10”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2015/02/killing-hog-iii.html
•

•

The skunk fight over whether or not to kill the Hog may look like just another insider issue over a
favored hardware toy in an arcane Pentagon budget battle. But it is also a revealing case study
highlighting the moral relativity lying at the heart of the bureaucratic pathologies plaguing the
Pentagon. Carr explains how bureaucrats and Washington insiders are pulling out the ethical stops in
manipulating effectiveness statistics to justify their decision to trash the A-10.
The Air Force cannot thrive unless it reflects the values and aspirations of the society it defends.
Cheating in the A-10 debate by spiriting half-baked nonsense into the media is just the latest example
of a service setting its moral and ethical bar too low, and still managing to come up short. The
hateful irony in all of this is that the nation's foremost enemies are actually hoping the Air Force wins
this debate. They'd like nothing more than to have the A-10 off the battlefield.

Consuming the Self-Destruction:
“A Blackwater World Order”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/a-blackwater-world-order
•

•

The Pentagon's dependence on contractors to help wage its wars has unleashed a new era of warfare
in which a multitude of freshly founded private military companies are meeting the demand of an
exploding global market for conflict.
It will take a lot more trust in Washington to believe that “best practices” in this industry can
genuinely come from government itself. “In an idealized world the companies with the best practices
and best performance records would end up with all the contracts, and the bad actors would be
eliminated from the field,” said Singer [author of Corporate Warriors: The Rise of the Privatized
Military Industry]. “This hasn't happened in regular business, much less when you cross regular
business with what you call politics.” Or war. Get your seat belt on. . . .

One way and another, we pay for everything.

1290.
Died With A Toothache In His Heel
February 9, 2015
From February 1999—ten trillion dollars in goods deficits ago:
“We can point out a number of other means and methods used to fight a non-military war, some of which
already exist and some of which may exist in the future. Such means and methods include . . . technological
warfare (creating monopolies by setting standards independently) . . . cultural warfare (leading cultural
trends along in order to assimilate those with different views) . . . international law warfare (seizing the
earliest opportunity to set up regulations), etc., etc. In addition, there are other types of non-military warfare
which are too numerous to mention.”
— Unrestricted Warfare (Beijing: PLA Literature and Arts Publishing House)
“Zhang Xiaogang, first Chinese head of ISO, vows diverse approach”
[SCMP link—February 9, 2015]
•

•

Zhang [member of the Communist Party's Central Committee and chairman of its state-owned
Angang Steel] is the first Chinese appointed to lead the body, and it comes after Beijing has become
more proactive in sending people to sit in senior management of international standard-setting bodies,
which observers described as the nation's attempt to expand its international economic clout by
helping to establish the rules of the game.
Other than the ISO [International Organization for Standardization], top management roles of other
standard-setting bodies have been filled by Chinese in recent years. For example, Shu Yinbiao,
president of the [state-owned utility] State Grid Corporation, was made vice-chairman of the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) in 2013, and Zhao Houlin [previously of the
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications] was named as the first Chinese secretary-general of the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) last October.

“ISO Introduces International Standard To Expedite Outsourcing”
www.manufacturingnews.com — Vol. 22, No. 2
•

ISO asks, “Can outsourcing's poor public image be remedied? Why? Because of the loss of jobs?
This is a temporary situation. We all seek wealth and good fortune. The infusion of good standards
and free trade is beneficial to all citizens of our global village. Outsourcing is not an evil. It is a
means to spread wealth more evenly throughout the world. However painful this may sometimes be
on an individual basis, people are forced to change.” There is no stopping the outsourcing trend, says
ISO.

“CPC proposes developing ‘consultative democracy’”

[Xinhua link—February 9, 2015]
•
•

•

•

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) on Monday published a document
proposing to promote “consultative democracy”, the country's own brand of democracy.
Though it has been practiced by China for decades, consultative democracy needs to be strengthened
as the country is in the decisive process of building a moderately prosperous society in all respects,
according to the document.
It says the CPC will hold seminars on key issues including major policies, important personnel
arrangements and research by the eight non-communist parties, with these events presided over by
major officials and leaders of the CPC Central Committee. According to the proposals, the system
under which non-communist parties give advice to the CPC will also be improved.
Lastly, the document stresses that in pushing forward consultative democracy, the leading role must
still be given to the CPC to ensure it can control the direction of development.

“Gallup CEO Fears He Might ‘Suddenly Disappear’ For Questioning U.S. Jobs Data”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2015/02/gallup-ceo-fears-he-might-suddenly-disappear-for-questioning-u-sjobs-data
•

After getting that out of the way, Clifton went on to eviscerate the legitimacy of the cheerful spin
given to the unemployment data, telling CNBC viewers that the percent of full time jobs in this
country as a percent of the adult population “is the worst it's been in 30 years.”

Old Dan Tucker just stands there lookin’. . . .

1291.
Hypocrites Suck
February 10, 2015
I know a lot of Americans who complain about the United States, mostly to justify and amuse themselves,
but it's also possible to make a living this way. One thing they all have in common, every damned one of
them, amateur and professional alike, is a reluctance to support the United States when it's easier to support
the Chinese Communist Party.
Projectiles from the Monkey-Snake:
“Commentary: Qualcomm fine shows China’s resolve to regulate market”
[Xinhua link—February 10, 2015]
•

As no company is granted impunity in China, being a Chinese or foreign firm makes no difference.
In the case of Qualcomm, the company's practices “hampered innovation and technology
development, harmed consumers' rights and interests, and violated China's relevant anti-monopoly
rules,” according to a statement issued by the National Development and Reform Commission. The
hefty fines indicate China's strong determination to maintain market order and create a better
investment climate.

“Antitrust fine essential to regulate market”
[Global Times link—February 11, 2015]
•

As long as they comply with Chinese laws, multinationals enjoy more convenient access to the
Chinese market than in other emerging economies. It is much easier for these foreign firms to access
the Chinese market than for their Chinese counterparts to enter US and European markets. At the
beginning of the reform and opening-up period, China attracted foreign investment with various
preferential policies and tolerated the misconduct some foreign companies engaged in. However, as
China moves forward, it's important that the country preserves its economic order. Therefore, antimonopoly regulations are imperative.

Someday, a child might need to know why we did so much for the Communist Chinese—
—and why we did so much to the United States of America.

1292.
America’s Trade Deficit In Self-Respect (Is 100 Percent Of
Our Deindustrialization Total)
February 11, 2015
In no sensible order, so pay close attention—especially you Wall Street and warrior types who are way in
over your heads.
“Top US analyst: We made 5 dangerously wrong assumptions about China”
www.businessinsider.com/the-hundred-year-marathon-excerpt-2015-2
•

When the U.S. economy was battered during the global financial crisis of 2008, the Chinese believed
America's long-anticipated and unrecoverable decline was beginning. I was told—by the same
people who had long assured me of China's interest in only a modest leadership role within an
emerging multipolar world— that the Communist Party is realizing its long-term goal of restoring
China to its “proper” place in the world. In effect, they were telling me that they had deceived me
and the American government.

“Congress and President Obama Cannot Sit Idly By While Companies Use H-1B Guestworkers to
Replace American Workers”
www.epi.org/blog/congress-and-president-obama-cannot-sit-idly-by-while-companies-use-h-1bguestworkers-to-replace-american-workers
•

An observer could be forgiven for believing that a job delivering safe and reliable power to homes in
the United States might be reasonably safe from being offshored to India or even outsourced to
temporary foreign workers. But he or she would be mistaken. In fact, the SCE [Southern California
Edison] case is just one more example in a long line of cases in which American workers are being
replaced by H-1B workers. Adding to the injustice, American workers losing their jobs are being
forced to do “knowledge transfers,” an ugly euphemism that means being forced to train your own
foreign replacement.

“The Hundred-Year Marathon”
www.100yearmarathon.com
•

Indeed, in many ways, it was not Nixon who went to China, but China that went to Nixon.

“Trillions for Defense”
www.unz.com/article/trillions-for-defense

•

Perhaps it is time to begin to come to the realization that America's apparently insatiable appetite for
war has just become too expensive for the nation to bear. The United States does not need a modern
Praetorian Guard that is becoming overindulged with pay and privileges and it is perhaps time to
return to the principles of the Founding Fathers who envisioned a military establishment consisting
largely of citizen soldiers who would be prepared to fight to the death to defend their homes but
would find it unimaginable to be going to war in Fallujah or Kandahar.

“China’s Secret Strategy Exposed”
www.freebeacon.com/national-security/chinas-secret-strategy-exposed
•

•

An internal secret briefing for Chinese officials discussed China's most important foreign policy
priority as “how to manage the decline of the United States,” revealing that China is working against
U.S. interests in supporting rogue states and selling arms to America's enemies.
The Chinese strategic deception program was launched by Mao Zedong in 1955 and put forth the
widespread misbelief that China is a poor, backward, inward-looking country.

“Yet we continue to tolerate officials who fail to meet the fundamental job requirement: that they are capable
of recognizing the difference between a friend and an enemy.”
When I said that in my 2012 candidacy speech, I thought it sounded pretty good.
Right today I might change a verb or two.

1293.
A Good Topic(s) for a Face-to-Face Conversation
February 13, 2015
What will your children do for a living—if anything?
Our fictitious economy will appear substantial for as long as our biological competitors continue to humor
us. Our non-experience is terribly useful to them. Nobody seriously believes that Wall Street or Washington
creates real wealth.
The origin of wealth is goods production. The destination of wealth is goods consumption. Cash and other
financial assets are useful in exchange for life-serving goods. And without goods somewhere, there would
be no services anywhere.
In 2014, our goods deficits averaged $1.98 Billion per day. A generation ago, in 1984, our goods deficits
averaged $0.29 Billion per day. For the sake of your children, you can see where this is going. That said,
any pace would get us there.
This weekend, try having a face-to-face conversation with someone you care about and would protect.
We've all become too dependent on electronics, and now that our electronics are supplied by our biological
competitors, why wouldn't they use the electronics to compete with us biologically?
This might be a good subject to discuss—this or my original question about your children. Just remember to
tell the truth. It's Valentine's Day, after all.
“China Exclusive: Virtually perfect love fills empty Chinese hearts”
[Xinhua link—February 13, 2015]
•

•

•

•

•

Nearly 400 shops on Taobao offer this kind of consolation to the lonely legions of a country with
about 200 million singletons. One operator has struck over 15,000 deals and claims a customer
satisfaction rate of 94 percent.
The “perfect lover”, of course, comes with a persona of the buyer's choice. You can have an easygoing next-door girl or a cool pop star, whatever you prefer. One broker describes the phenomenon
as “just like a real online relationship”.
The business reflects the paucity of opportunities for young Chinese urbanites to fall in love in the
real world, according to Zhao Yueling, deputy director of Henan's mental health institute. “Overdependence on the Internet has weakened their desire and ability to socialize offline. Increased
pressure of life in big cities adds to their loneliness,” Zhao says.
Chen wistfully recalls how his “lover's” first words—"From now on, I belong to you”—pierced his
heart. Nevertheless, she has refused his request to extend their relationship to a year. “I nearly fell in
love with her, but she keeps telling me that this is just a business arrangement and will end soon,” he
said, with a bitter smile on his face.
Shi Wen, 22, from Nanjing, capital city of Jiangsu Province, bought a “nuan nan” (sweet,
considerate, gentle guy) online, a totally different style from her real boyfriend who is funny and

•

energetic. “Why should I tell my boyfriend about this? The deal will expire soon and then I simply
need to blacklist the nuan nan,” said Shi.
Zhao Yueling warns that those who pay for the fake relationship should be clear about the border
between the virtual and real worlds.

“After all, it is the real world we all have to live in,” concludes Xinhua.
These are the people who decide what's real and what's not.

1294.
Why Dumbing Down?
February 16, 2015
Why all the fuss about hackers when the Chinese Communist Party designs and manufactures most of our
hardware?
(Just a question.)
“A Prison By Any Other Name”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMhURei8N6Q
•

The road to creating a free, peaceful, and just society does not start with incarcerating all the children.

“Vitamins Hide the Low Quality of Our Food”
www.nytimes.com/2015/02/15/opinion/sunday/vitamins-hide-the-low-quality-of-our-food.html
•

Synthetic vitamins are now required to keep us healthy—but they also enable us to eat ourselves sick.

“Why The Real Basket Case Is Not Japan But A Place Closer To Home”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/02/15/why-the-real-basket-case-is-not-japan-but-a-placecloser-to-home
•

Already in the nineteenth century . . . Westerners understood that below the absurd surface, Japanese
society was highly organized. It is a lesson that seems to have been forgotten.

“C-section baby boom as parents rush to give birth before Lunar New Year”
[SCMP link—February 16, 2015]
•

Tradition dictates, according to some fortune tellers, that babies born in the Year of the Horse are
more vigorous than those born in the Year of the Goat, which begins on Thursday.

Why all the fuss about money when we have no idea where it will come from?
(Just a question.)

1295.
It’s Fun To Be Stupid
February 17, 2015
It's fun to be stupid—these are typically our favorite memories—if we can just have fun being stupid with
our families and friends—without any costs or repercussions.
By the way, I know some highly paid industrial traitors who will swear that the Chinese never blackmail
anybody.
“Ambitious Chinese officials ‘setting secret traps to blackmail rivals’ to advance their own careers”
[SCMP link—February 12, 2015]
•

In one case in 2013, Liang Wenyong, the party boss for Gushanzi town, in the northwestern province
of Hebei, was sacked after a video went viral showing him eating an expensive meal and speaking
disdainfully about the average Chinese citizen.

“How Zombies have taken over pop culture”
www.forbesindia.com/article/live/how-zombies-have-taken-over-pop-culture/39633/1
•

Zombies are, largely, a Western concept.

“Commentary: Kaspersky findings once again expose U.S. hypocrisy on cyber security”
[Xinhua link—February 17, 2015]
•

As a matter of fact, the United States has already have unrivaled clout in the cyberspace, with the
world's major hardware and software companies mostly based in the country. The trick of playing
victim on the one hand while massively embedding malicious software [“that are virtually impossible
to wipe out”] everywhere on the other actually serves as a perfect example for U.S. hypocrisy in
regard to cyber security.

“Israel’s Fifth Column”
www.unz.com/article/israels-fifth-column
•

Loyalty to a nation might well be passé in this day and age but it can have significant consequences
when groups that are powerful promote detrimental policies that impact on everyone.

“Happiness index survey: PhDs are less happy than the less well-educated”
[People's Daily link—February 17, 2015]

•

Overall, a higher level of education means less happiness. Primary school graduates are the happiest
people, with a happiness index of 133.3, and people with a doctoral certificate enjoy the lowest
happiness index, only 121.0, even lower than the 130.2 index of the least well-educated. From a
gender perspective, statistics show that male PhDs are less happy than females. In terms of jobs and
income, the report found that people who earn 20 to 30 yuan per hour are the happiest. The
happiness index decreases as the number passes 30 yuan.

Lucky for us, American ingenuity has eliminated every risk of American unhappiness unrelated to American
deindustrialization.

1296.
More Fun with the Giant
February 18, 2015
The PRC/CCP/PLA—
People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army
—wants you Christians to believe that ISIS is more dangerous than the Chinese Communist Party.

1297.
A Thinking Cap Needs a Sturdy Brim
February 19, 2015
The PRC/CCP/PLA—
People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army
—wants us to believe that their government is more corrupt than our government.
“Public corruption in China: Then and now”
[SCMP link—February 17, 2015]
•

•

•

•

•

Some commentators allege that corruption might be inherent to Chinese culture because, for over two
thousand years, the traditional Chinese economy was quite corrupt despite failing to grow. But the
public corruption that existed in traditional China is fundamentally different in nature from that
which has appeared in a modernising China.
Government officials were chronically underpaid. Public corruption therefore became a normal
practice for supplementing their incomes. The state combated this corruption by training officials in
public virtues, specifically the upholding of Confucian ethics. Unfortunately, the conflicting
Confucian requirements of piety towards the family and loyalty to the state pitched the interests of
the state against the family.
Deng's reforms achieved the greatest economic miracle since the Industrial Revolution. But the
mixture of market and the grabbing hand of government officials in almost all walks of economic life
created unprecedented opportunities for public corruption. After 30 years, the winners of these
reforms have begun to resist further reforms. Xi's campaign against public corruption threatens to
shake up this entrenched establishment.
Building up Xi's personal authority may be a necessary development to enable him to push his
campaign forward. While there is much speculation that this concentration of authority will lower
the incentive to reform markets further, the leadership in China understands this danger.
An efficient, competitive, modern market economy requires a level playing field for all.
Conceptually, this complements the state's need to be rid of public corruption in order to uphold the
law. It may also be helped by the coming of a new generation that is no longer connected by local
kinship ties due to urbanisation and the unintended consequences of the “one-child” policy.

Did you get any Monkey-Snake on you?

1298.
Democrats + Republicans = Cowardice
February 21, 2015
The PRC/CCP/PLA—
People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army:
•
•
•

Wants Democrats and Republicans to believe that there's still a difference between Democrats and
Republicans.
Wants Democrats and Republicans to keep blaming each other.
Wants Democrats and Republicans to keep buying foreign goods—any foreign goods, preferably
Chinese—to keep deindustrializing the United States.

The PRC/CCP/PLA—
People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army
—wants Democrats and Republicans, both parties, to support the Chinese Communist Party.
If Americans don't muster the courage to come out from hiding, the PRC/CCP/PLA will get exactly what it
wants.
Democrats and Republicans don't have the guts to defend their own children anymore, much less their own
country.

1299.
Founding Fathers—and Refounding Fathers—and Two
Questions
February 23, 2015
Is it harder to build a nation from scratch or to keep a prosperous nation alive?
(That was my first of two questions for today.)
Links and/or Jump-Starts:
“Whatever Became of Economists and the American economy”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2015/02/23/whatever-became-economists-american-economy-paul-craig-roberts
•

•
•
•

Consider “globalism.” Every country has been convinced that globalism is imperative and that not to
be part of the “global economy” means economic death. In fact, to be part of the global economy
means death. Understand the economic destruction that globalism has wreaked on the United States.
Why did economists make no protest as the US economy was shipped abroad and deep-sixed at
home?
Globalism, like neoliberal economics, is an instrument of economic imperialism. Labor is exploited,
while peoples, cultures, and environments are destroyed.
The propaganda is so powerful that people partake of their own destruction.

“Trade Agreements or Boosting Wages? We Can’t Do Both”
www.epi.org/blog/trade-agreements-or-boosting-wages-we-cant-do-both
•

The steady integration of the United States and generally much-poorer global economy over the past
generation is a non-trivial reason why wages for the vast majority of American workers have become
de-linked from overall economic growth.

“Are You Ready To Fight Putin’s Russia?”
http://original.antiwar.com/murray-polner/2015/02/08/are-you-ready-to-fight-putins-russia
•

To willfully ignore the danger is to become complicit in the destruction of what Americans profess to
hold dear.

“Having Milked American Companies Of IP And Marketing, ‘The Chinese Don’t Want You
Anymore’—By Michael Wessel and Dan Slane”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2015/Wessel-Slane-0219152.html

•

•

You see, the Chinese Communist Party never had any intention of turning over their domestic
markets to foreign companies. They needed your technology, production and marketing expertise to
grow their economy. Now that they have it, both legally and illegally, the party is over and the Party
no longer wants or needs you anymore.
Chinese companies are provided incentives by the Communist Party to openly steal or copy foreign
technology. If a western company does have the audacity to sue them, they will find the average
award by Chinese courts is $10,000 as compared to $5 million in the United States, and that won't
begin to pay their legal bill, much less compensate them for the harm that has been done.

“The Evolution Catechism”
www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/evolution-catechism
•

What the question means, and why it matters, is plain: Do you have the courage to embrace an
inarguable and obvious truth when it might cost you something to do so? A politician who fails this
test is not high-minded or neutral; he or she is just craven, and shouldn't be trusted with power.

I think the same humble standard should apply to every profession.
My second of two questions for today is:
Treason used to be considered a serious crime in the United States of America—
—but it's not anymore.

1300.
It Takes A Worried Man To Sing A Worried Song
February 24, 2015
Just for fun, I'm going to say that in three centuries it will be impossible to find a black, white, red, or brown
person anywhere in North America; and in three decades it will be nearly as difficult to find a Jewish banker
anywhere on the planet.
You should read the article by the Brazilian Escobar—not because it's the last word on the Chinese
Communist Party, but because it's scaring the daylights out of some people who've been pretending to
explain power and money to other people.
“Tomgram: Pepe Escobar, Inside China’s ‘New Normal’”
www.tomdispatch.com/blog/175959
•

Sometimes this planet changes right under your nose and you still don't notice.

“How A Watch Works”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQd-0YXqmR0
•

The Hamilton Watch Company of Lancaster, Pennsylvania

“Why We Suck At Spotting Liars”
www.forbes.com/sites/carolkinseygoman/2015/02/23/why-we-suck-at-spotting-liars
•

We instinctively distrust people with low eyebrows.

Forbes notes that [the author], Ph.D. is an international keynote speaker at corporate, government, and
association events.
I will add that it takes a worried man to sing a worried song.

1301.
Home on the Range
February 25, 2015
Politics is a religion. Economics is a religion.
Welcome to Hell—
—where seldom is heard a disprovable word.
“American Pravda: Was Rambo Right?”
www.unz.com/article/was-rambo-right
•

Truth has come to mean the lies that everyone believes.

“An Overview of 60 Contracts That Contributed to the Development and Operation of the Federal
Marketplace”
http://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-03-14-00231.pdf
•

The original estimated value of these contracts totaled $1.7 billion; the contract values ranged from
$69,195 to [$248,388,340 (Lockheed Martin Services Inc.)].

“U.S. raises concerns over ‘made in Indonesia’ smartphone law”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/24/us-indonesia-manufacturers-idUSKBN0LS0CV20150224
•

The United States is pressing Indonesia to relax local-content rules it believes will handicap efforts of
tech firms such as Apple to expand into one of the world's last big markets. . . .

“Globalization That Works for Workers at Home”
www.nytimes.com/2015/02/25/business/free-trade-that-american-workers-can-live-with.html
•

Step back and consider globalization, steered however imperfectly by trade agreements and other
such deals. By and large, it has been a force for prosperity—fostering development around the world
and bringing millions of people out of poverty. Ask pretty much any mainstream economist and you
will hear that most Americans benefited, too.

“Happy Kosovo Independence Day?”
http://original.antiwar.com/justin/2015/02/17/happy-kosovo-independence-day

•

The Clintons, in short, own the Kosovo war—and what a sorry heritage it is.

“U.S. Economic Confidence Index Back in Negative Territory”
www.gallup.com/poll/181670/economic-confidence-index-back-negative-territory.aspx
•

For the week ending Feb. 22, 27% of Americans said the economy was “excellent” or “good,” while
29% said it was “poor.”

“This Is Russia”
www.theamericanscholar.org/this-is-russia
•

Someday perhaps both our countries will have poets for presidents. I would like to see that. Perhaps
even women poets. Poets can be pompous also of course, like Yeats, but they see the large in the
small, and they have music in their heads always, and those are good things.

Tired of sucking hind tit—
—on that old sow hog of life.

1302.
More Than 4.27 Times Our Size—and Getting Ready To
Grow
February 26, 2015
Submarines. They're inscrutable.
“China submarines outnumber U.S. fleet: U.S. admiral”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/25/us-usa-china-submarines-idUSKBN0LT2NE20150225
•

He said the U.S military did not believe China carried nuclear missiles on its submarines, but that it
had been producing missiles and testing them.

“From ‘Made in China’ to ‘Built by China’, Chinese railway industry booming overseas”
[Global Times link—February 26, 2015]
•
•

•

Once completed, these railways will be the backbone of the local public transport system and a key
component of growth.
Building railways abroad and exporting railway equipment and technologies is a win-win situation
for both China and foreign partners, as such cooperation will facilitate China's endeavor to upgrade
its national economy and, meanwhile, allow partner countries to enjoy all the benefits of these
projects with lower costs.
There will be 709 China-made trains running in Buenos Aires, transporting millions of people in the
city and nearby towns, once the project is completed.

“Analysis: China looks to break into Latin American market via Argentina”
www.janes.com/article/48872/analysis-china-looks-to-break-into-latin-american-market-via-argentina
•

•

For China this facility provides a vital deep southern hemisphere node for global ground-based
tracking and control, which is needed to manage its growing satellite networks, manned space
stations, and lunar programme. Argentine sources note that a crucial quid-pro-quo is that Buenos
Aires will gain access to strategic information from China's formidable surveillance satellite
constellation.
While uncertainties abound regarding the reality of Sino-Argentine military relations, especially
given Argentina's questionable ability to pay for new equipment programmes outside of Chinese
concessional loans funded by payments in commodities, ambitions point toward a deepening
relationship.

“China’s population tops 1.36 billion”
[China Daily link—February 26, 2015]

•
•

The Chinese population reached 1.3678 billion at the end of 2014.
China is expecting at least one million more births in 2015 than last year, as a result of policy
changes. A total of 16.9 million new citizens came into the world in 2014, 470,000 more than in
2013.

Submarines. They're not like aircraft carriers.

1303.
Your Mass of Huddles
February 27, 2015
People are warm-blooded. What do people need?
•
•

Food including Water—to generate warmth.
Shelter—to manage their warmth.

This biological warmth is typically measured in calories.
What else do people need for warmth?
1. To have been understood.
2. To have been taken seriously.
3. To have been loved unconditionally.
(These, in later life, can also find their expression in calories.)
Now:
Think about the most destructive human relationships and the most complicated personalities you've ever
known.
Are they not perfectly explained by No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 (above)?
Far too many brilliant Americans, for 1 of 3 possible reasons, don't seem to think that we all need one
another.

1304.
Note to Gallup:
March 2, 2015
I swear I didn't make this up:
“Americans See China’s Economic Power as Diminished Threat”
www.gallup.com/poll/181733/americans-china-economic-power-diminished-threat.aspx
•

•

•
•

The decline in the percentage of Americans viewing China's economy as a critical threat over the past
year may be attributable to the rise of other matters on the world stage, such as the Islamic State or
ISIS and the situation in Ukraine.
Also, by many measures, the U.S. economy has greatly improved while China's has slowed, making
the Chinese economy seem like less of a threat than when the U.S. economy was struggling to
emerge from recession and the Chinese economy was growing more quickly.
Since 2001, Americans have been a bit more positive toward China as it has made attempts to
become more open and involved on the world stage, including joining the World Trade Organization.
And as Americans have grown more confident in the health of the U.S. economy, their views of what
threatens the U.S. may shift more to security concerns than economic ones.

Also notes Gallup:
“China is distinct from the other countries that typically rank among the top U.S. enemies in that it
represents primarily an economic threat to the U.S., whereas Russia, Iran, Iraq and North Korea
represent more of a security threat.”
I put it in bold type so you wouldn't miss it, but I didn't make this up.

1305.
Sports Slaves and Sportsocide
March 3, 2015
I still prefer my New Balance 993s—Made in USA, not by slaves in foreign lands.
“Record 290 Newcomers Join Forbes Billionaires List, Including Michael Jordan”
www.forbes.com/sites/danalexander/2015/03/02/record-290-newcomers-join-forbes-billionaires-listincluding-michael-jordan
•

•

Nearly 25% of this year's first-time billionaires hail from China, which produced a world-leading 71
newcomers. The United States came in second, with 57, followed by India, with 28, and Germany,
with 23.
Forbes first outed Jordan as a billionaire last June. Most of his cash comes from Nike payouts on his
iconic brand. The Jordan brand grossed an estimated $2.25 billion in 2013, earning his Airness some
$90 million. But his most valuable asset is his stake in the Charlotte Hornets, worth more than $500
million.

“Chinese ‘invade’ European football”
[Xinhua link—March 1, 2015]
•

Chinese billionaires have started invading European football by making purchasing deals with top
clubs, looking to gain influence in the “beautiful game” and help China raise its standard. Within one
month before China's central reform group, captained by Chinese President Xi Jinping, approved a
plan to revive the game on Friday, Chinese had sealed the deal with clubs in Spain, the Netherlands
and France. Wang Jianlin, the owner [“owner”] of Dalian Wanda Group, announced on Jan. 21 that
he had bought a 20 percent stake of Spanish champion Atletico de Madrid with 52 million U.S.
dollars.

“New Sports Expose: Changes Needed In All Directions”
http://blog.nader.org/2015/02/25/new-sports-expose-changes-needed-in-all-directions
•

•

Sports absorb billions of hours of people's time—at all ages. Whatever you think about sports,
they're clearly important for that reason alone. Sports are also important because they have become a
multibillion-dollar industry, one of the top ten biggest industries in the country. According to
Plunkett Research, the estimated size of the entire sports industry in 2012 was $435 billion. That
makes it much bigger than the U.S. auto industry, movie industry and many others.
We're a country that's mad about spectator sports. Our sports pages should really be renamed
“Spectator Sports” because that's all they cover. They having nothing to do with community
participatory sports. Americans love watching sports, usually while sitting on their couches and
eating junk food.

For more about Chinese Communist Party superstar Wang Jianlin and his (quietly) state-owned Dalian
Wanda Group, see my compendium #314:
“Regarding China's Purchase of AMC Theaters”
—or had you already forgotten?

1306.
U.S. Deindustrialization Reports on Friday; Gloating
Monkey-Snakes on Wednesday
March 4, 2015
January's trade losses and February's unemployment—two official Deindustrialization reports—will be
released on Friday.
In the meantime, etc., we'll be told that manufacturing the world's goods is a precarious and unsustainable
business; and it's much wiser for us to manufacture the world's money, if this is OK with China and we can
borrow as much as we need.
Nowhere have I heard the expression “Janus-faced” so repeatedly as from my Chinese history professors in
the politically incorrect 1970s. China prizes trickery and deception. Chinese duplicity—now just imagine
being quadruple- or quintuple-crossed—is almost too complex to explain, or too foreign to understand, but it
might help to think about the relative ages of our cultures. In a high-stakes battle of wits, I'll bet on the oldtimer before the preschooler, no matter how confident the preschooler.
These are not the best examples, but they're examples, of today's propaganda from the nationalistic (and why
is this always such a bad thing?) Global Times:
“China unifies thinking to withstand cooling economy”
[Global Times link—March 4, 2015]
•

•

•

An even larger number of journalists, one third of whom from abroad, will flock to the Great Hall of
the People to cover one of China's most important political events. For China, the session will be
critical to reaching consensus on how to address challenges brought about by the slowdown in
growth, as well as quashing resistance from vested interest groups.
Chinese President Xi Jinping's political initiative, the Four Comprehensives, is expected to dominate
the session's meetings, which will run until March 15. The four pillars of the coinage are the building
of a moderately prosperous society, the deepening of reform, the advancing of rule of law and the
strict discipline within the Communist Party of China (CPC).
“We need to pay special attention to problems likely to emerge during the process of economic
upgrading,” said Gu Shengzu, an NPC deputy and vice chairman of the Revolutionary Committee of
the Chinese Kuomintang. Manufacturing overcapacity, property bubbles, a financial system that falls
short of small enterprises' demands and pollution are all pressing problems, he said. Despite
concerns of a potential collapse, sentiment seems to be weighted more in favor of a medium to high
level of growth, as long as employment is guaranteed, household income raised and the quality and
efficiency of growth improved.

“West’s bigotry causes China collapse fantasy”
[Global Times link—March 4, 2015]

•

•

The US academic environment has been eroded by stereotyped bigotry in ideology and values.
Wonks like Gordon G. Chang, best known for his book The Coming Collapse of China, who keeps
delaying his time frame for China's apocalypse, can still survive in the US academic field. The
coming days will see China's legislature and political advisory bodies holding their annual meetings,
in which there is abundant information about China's future.
Now we have a better understanding that if China is in trouble someday, some Westerners, who care
about China's human rights issues every day, will probably only think about how to reap profits from
China's collapse. Mattis' article mentions nothing about how the Chinese will suffer if the nation
collapses; it only cares about how the US should take advantage of the disaster and realize its own
benefits.

The Global Times gloats:
“Such a serious exploration of a frivolous scenario makes some Americans look like they have lost their
minds. It also shows that the inevitability of China's collapse has become a fundamental idea in their
philosophy. Be they well-groomed political commentators or high-ranking government officials, an
obsession with this illusion has deprived them of rational and critical thinking.”
And why shouldn't they gloat?

1307.
Who Votes For Economic Competition?
March 5, 2015
How many votes can a politician create with a corporate income tax? How much American disunity?
“U.S. Companies Are Stashing $2.1 Trillion Overseas to Avoid Taxes”
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-03-04/u-s-companies-are-stashing-2-1-trillion-overseas-to-avoidtaxes
•

Obama and top Republicans on the tax-writing committees say they won't repeat a 2004 law that gave
companies a voluntary repatriation holiday with a 5.25 percent tax rate. Instead, Obama earlier this
year proposed applying a 14 percent mandatory tax on the stockpiled profits and a 19 percent
minimum tax on foreign earnings going forward. The one-time tax would generate $268 billion over
six years, which Obama wants to use for infrastructure.

How many jobs could Americans create by eliminating the corporate income tax? How much voter
prosperity?
What could we do with an extra $2.1 trillion?
What will our global competitors do with the money?

1308.
All Americans’ Long-Term Interests Are The Same
March 6, 2015
All Americans' long-term interests are the same.
(Now go to your room and think about it.)
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—January 2015”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
The “Seasonally Adjusted” Headline:
•

“The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $41.8 billion in January
from $45.6 billion in December (revised), as imports decreased more than exports.”

The Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods: $57,865,000,000—down -$3,223,000,000 from December
Imports of Energy-Related Petroleum Products, Including Crude Oil: down -$5,545,891,000 from
December
Crude oil, Unit price: $58.96—down -$14.68 (19.9 percent, from December)
Deficit, U.S. trade in goods with China: $28,606,400,000—up +$306,300,000 from December
Please note this deficit with China represented 49.4 percent of our total, including oil

“The Employment Situation—February 2015”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
The “Seasonally Adjusted” Headline:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 295,000 in February, and the unemployment rate
edged down to 5.5 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Job gains occurred in
food services and drinking places, professional and business services, construction, health care, and
in transportation and warehousing. Employment in mining was down over the month.”

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 903,000 in February, and the unemployment rate
edged down to 5.8 percent.
Total nonfarm payroll employment, February: 139,566,000
Total nonfarm payroll employment, January: 138,663,000
Total nonfarm payroll employment, December: 141,484,000
Total nonfarm payroll employment, November: 141,478,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•

Food services and drinking places: up +97,600

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Professional and business services: up +116,000
(Accounting and bookkeeping services: up +57,500)
Construction: up +9,000
(Specialty trade contractors: up +17,700)
Health care: up +16,200
(Ambulatory health care services: up +16,800)
Transportation and warehousing: down -2,900
(Scenic and sightseeing transportation up +900; Warehousing and storage up +1,700)
Mining: down -13,100
(Mining, except oil and gas: down -1,400)

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Goods-producing: up +17,000
(Manufacturing: up +21,000)
Private service-providing: up +450,000
(Retail trade: down -168,300)
Government: up +436,000
(State government education up +227,900; Local government education up +199,400)

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +108,000
Total Not In Labor Force: up +12,000 to 93,686,000—another new record

I can't say it enough:
All Americans' long-term interests are the same.
What kind of creep would tell you otherwise?

1309.
About a Native Tongue
March 7, 2015
Shadow Government Statistics includes our long-term unemployed and discouraged in February's
unemployment rate of 23.1%. The SGS rate is based on the Department of Labor's seasonally adjusted U-6,
so it came down a little from January's 23.2%.
Seasonally adjusted? The methods might be secret, but the results are loads of fun.
Why, just yesterday, the official government jobs report said:
•

“Transportation and warehousing added 19,000 jobs in February, with most of the gain occurring in
couriers and messengers (+12,000).”

And then, as if:
•

“Employment in retail trade continued to trend up in February (+32,000) and has grown by 319,000
over the year.”

12,000 new couriers and messengers might actually make sense?
Using the real (according to the government) unadjusted establishment data from Table B-1, let's unadjust
and correct those government claims:
•

Transportation and warehousing lost 2,900 jobs in February, with much of the loss occurring in
couriers and messengers (-2,700).

And:
•

Employment in retail trade continued to decrease in February (-168,300) and has decreased by
798,400 over the year.

Now that's more like real Americans' everyday experience.
(Not that I have anything against couriers and messengers, or any method of communication more human
and dependable than controllable and electronic.)
Like I said, loads of fun.
Links:
“Disgusting toilets show lack of communal commitment”

[Global Times link—March 7, 2015]
•

In a public toilet in super clean Japan, people would feel shameful if they stain the room a little.
They cherish it as if it is their own property. Public toilets are like a mirror that reflects our absence
of public spirit.

“Learning From King Lear: The Saving Grace of Low Status”
www.wsj.com/articles/learning-from-king-lear-the-saving-grace-of-low-status-1425490090
•

If several lower-ranked chimps get together, they can overturn even the most impressive alpha male.

“The Speech”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/03/06/the-speech
•

The most important person in the hall, Sheldon Adelson, the owner of the Congress republicans and
of Netanyahu, was not shown at all. But he was there, keeping close watch on his servants.

“Speaking Shakespeare: How was Shakespeare pronounced when he was writing?”
www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/english-language/speaking-shakespeare-how-wasshakespeare-pronounced-when-he-was-writing
•

It's completely missed when you do it in a modern accent.

—a 10-minute video/transcript about a native tongue.

1310.
The Secret to Happiness and Better Slogans
March 8, 2015
Today's sundry:
“The Super Successful Tech Giant That Dares Not Speak Its Name”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/03/08/why-this-super-advanced-tech-giant-dares-not-speakits-name
•

In particular [Japanese companies] have no wish to have to contend with foreign shareholders,
particularly American and British ones, who are regarded as a major hazard for any management
trying to think long term.

“China’s February exports soar, imports fall”
[Shanghai Daily link—March 9, 2015]
•

China posted a record-high monthly trade surplus of 370.5 billion yuan in February, up from 366.9
billion yuan in January. The surplus compared with a trade deficit of 137.3 billion yuan in February
2014. For the first two months, China's trade surplus amounted to 737.4 billion yuan, or 11.6 times
the figure a year earlier. Seasonal factors were attributed to the sharp volatility of China's trade in the
past two months, customs said. The Spring Festival holiday, which fell in February this year,
occurred in January 2014.

“Operation Rent Seeking: How the war on terrorism became a business model.”
www.washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/marchaprilmay_2015/on_political_books/operation_rent_seeking0
54219.php
•

Ideology is present in all of these issues, but it is possible to overrate it as a factor in contemporary
policymaking. When I was a congressional staffer, I became acutely aware that elected officials
choose issues to put at the top of their agendas mainly for their ability to shake money out of the
purses of contributors.

“Chinese president’s U.S. visit to create new momentum for bilateral ties”
[Xinhua link—March 8, 2015]
•

“There is a Chinese saying, sincerity can work wonders,” [Foreign Minister] Wang said.

“Xi’s principle to shape cross-straits relations”

[People's Daily via Global Times—March 8, 2015]
•

Xi's principle is made up of “four resolutes.” These are to resolutely pursue peaceful development,
adhere to the common political basis, bring benefit to the people across the Straits and join hands in
realizing national revitalization.

“Diaoyu Dao: The Inherent Territory of China”
[PRC/CCP/PLA website]
•

Diaoyo Dao is China's inherent territory in all historical and legal terms, and China enjoys
indisputable sovereignty over it.

“Japan protests China’s website on East China Sea islands”
http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2015/03/339483.html
•

“Historically and diplomatically, the Senkaku Islands are our country's inherent territory, and in
reality, we have valid control over them,” the top government spokesman told a news conference.

“China city boss warns against Islamic head coverings in Xinjiang”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/07/us-china-parliament-xinjiang-idUSKBN0M30G920150307
•

“We have to take strides forward as a secular, modern country,” Zeng Cun, the party secretary of the
old Silk Road city of Kashgar, said on Saturday. “But in some places in Kashgar from last year there
are face veils and head coverings. This is equivalent to retreating back over the modern, secular
strides we have taken. This is a cultural reverse.”

“The simple secrets to happiness: Turns out a better life rests on habits”
www.macleans.ca/society/life/how-to-be-happy
•

The iconic line, “Don't mess with Texas,” . . . started out as a slogan for an anti-littering campaign.
Over five years, visible roadside litter fell by 72 per cent. Texans identified with the slogan.

If I do say so myself—
“All Americans’ Long-Term Interests Are The Same”
—is the simple secret to happiness, and a much better slogan.

1311.
Are we raising kids who don’t know how to dream big
dreams?
March 9, 2015
See also #1270—“Smart Kids, More Real Wealth, Less Real Trouble”—for Professor Dweck's related article
in Scientific American.
“Carol Dweck: The power of believing that you can improve”
www.ted.com/talks/carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve
•

•

In one study, they told us they would probably cheat the next time, instead of studying more, if they
failed a test. In another study, after a failure, they looked for someone who did worse than they did,
so they could feel really good about themselves. And in study after study, they have run from
difficulty.
Are we raising kids who don't know how to dream big dreams?

“Move Over Mao: Beloved ‘Papa Xi’ Awes China”
www.nytimes.com/2015/03/08/world/move-over-mao-beloved-papa-xi-awes-china.html
•

Not since Mao dominated the nation with his masterly blend of populism, fervor and fear has a
Chinese leader commanded so much public awe. Deng Xiaoping was a formidable power, but he
disavowed the mania of the Mao era. Since then, fawning public displays over political leaders have
been taboo. Mr. Xi's immediate predecessor, Hu Jintao, made a virtue of dull self-effacement. Not
Papa Xi.

“A trade deal must work for America’s middle class”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/43920bae-c3f3-11e4-9019-00144feab7de.html
•
•

[Please realize and always remember that Americans get most of their information from pitchmen.]
[Not all of them are wormy Treasury Secretaries who fifteen years ago told the House Banking
Committee that “the suggestion of jobs in the U.S. being exported to China is . . . a chimera.”]

“American Pravda: When Tokyo Rose Ran for President—What Was John McCain’s True Wartime
Record in Vietnam?
www.unz.com/article/american-pravda-when-tokyo-rose-ran-for-president
•

However, in America and in some other Western countries, this seems to be less and less the case,
with top national figures merely being attractive front-men selected for their popular appeal and their

•

political malleability, a development that may eventually have dire consequences for the nations they
lead.
An obvious problem with installing puppet rulers is the risk that they will attempt to cut their strings,
much like Putin soon outmaneuvered and exiled his oligarch patron Boris Berezovsky. One means of
minimizing such risk is to select puppets who are so deeply compromised that they can never break
free, knowing that the political self-destruct charges buried deep within their pasts could easily be
triggered if they sought independence.

Please realize and always remember that Americans get most of their information from pitchmen.

1312.
How Do You Define “Long-Term”?
March 10, 2015
At first, some Americans don't like my idea that
“All Americans' Long-Term Interests Are The Same”
But when I ask them to define “long-term”—and perhaps again, in slightly longer terms—they smile, and
change their minds, and decide to like my idea very much.
“We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children”
Sometimes we are the children.

1313.
Having To Pay Full Price
March 11, 2015
Which came first, the chicken or the egg? The correct answer should be obvious—ugh—if we're really
talking about poultry. If we're talking about people, “the self-destruction or the self-absorption?” might be a
more useful discussion. If people weren't such short-sighted hypocrites willing to look the other way, and
away from the obvious, would any of today's links even exist?
“Everything is relative / You always get just what you give. . . .”
“Born Slaves: Child Labor in an ‘Adultocratic’ World”
www.truthdig.com/report/item/born_slaves_20150311
•

The second [form of child slavery] is created by consumers, whether of the sex industry or those of
clothing, footwear, food and toys. Adults who demand inexpensive goods and manufacturers that
know how to compete in a materialistic world of almost pathological and compulsive consumerism
both require cheap labor. When I was in India investigating trafficking networks, I spoke to the
owner of a clothing factory who would buy products to export to Mexico.

“Copycat China: knock-off Apple Watches on sale just one day after timepiece is unveiled”
[SCMP link—March 11, 2015]
•

Some have unexpected features not found on the official device. Mainland-based company Zeaplus'
aluminum-bodied Zeaplus Watch could easily be mistaken for an Apple product if you don't get past
its appearance and try out its functions. It has a 2 megapixel camera at the bottom of the watch that
can be taken off when you want to take a photograph, according to the company's website, which
markets the watch as a covert spying device. It also has a slot for a micro SIM card, enabling users to
make and receive calls from their wrist, unlike the Apple Watch, which needs to be connected to an
iPhone. The Zeaplus Watch also comes with a pedometer for counting steps and a heart rate sensor.

“China’s path to global military dominance”
www.businessspectator.com.au/article/2015/3/11/china/chinas-path-global-military-dominance
•

Nevertheless, even accounting for these caveats, the sheer scale of the fiscal resources available to
Beijing will soon give it the means to end the era of decisive US military superiority in the AsiaPacific. Beijing might insist that it has modest military ambitions, and yet the underlying economic
and strategic trends tell an altogether different story.

“China now No. 3 defense importer”

[China Daily link—March 10, 2015]
•

The Chinese mainland “continues to require military aerospace assistance from Russia, and its total
defense procurement budget will continue to rise very quickly,” said Paul Burton, director of defense
industry and budgets at IHS Aerospace, Defense and Security, in a statement Sunday. The IHS report
also said China was the world's eighth-largest defense exporter in 2014.

“China Voice: What if China had taken a different path?”
[Xinhua link—March 10, 2015]
•

Further, China's feat of becoming the first developing country to halve its population living in
poverty would never have been accomplished. Half of the 1.3-billion population may have been
recipients of foreign aid, making it a huge burden on the world. At best, China would have been
another India, the world's biggest democracy by Western standards, where around 20 percent of the
world's poorest live and whose democracy focuses on how power is divided. In 2014, India
registered a per capital [sic] gross domestic product (GDP) equal to a mere quarter of China's GDP.

“German, Greek tensions extend to World War II dispute”
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/3/11/german-greek-tensions-extend-to-lingering-world-war-iidispute.html
•

But whether or not the specific dispute over Nazi crimes is ever resolved, some commentators have
pointed out another relevant lesson from just after World War II: Namely, Berlin has itself been the
recipient of large-scale debt relief.

This Nazi article reminds me that while Hitler was certainly evil, we can't just leave it at that—not if we're to
avoid another Hitler. It might be helpful to know, for example, more about Hitler's parents, or something
about the parents of the bankers who made Hitler possible.
It seems you just can't go around killing other people's kids—or shopping for the best deal—without
eventually having to pay the full price.

1314.
Act 4, Scene 2
March 12, 2015
SON. Was my father a traitor, mother?
LADY MACDUFF. Ay, that he was.
SON. What is a traitor?
LADY MACDUFF. Why, one that swears and lies.
SON. And be all traitors that do so?
LADY MACDUFF. Every one that does so is a traitor, and must be hanged.
SON. And must they all be hanged that swear and lie?
LADY MACDUFF. Every one.
SON. Who must hang them?
LADY MACDUFF. Why, the honest men.
SON. Then the liars and swearers are fools, for there are liars and swearers enough to beat the honest men
and hang them up.
LADY MACDUFF. Now, God help thee, poor monkey! But how wilt thou do for a father?
— William Shakespeare, The Tragedy of Macbeth

1315.
Can They Mention The Chinese Communist Party?
March 12, 2015
If they live near an AMC Theater, can they mention the Chinese Communist Party?
“Toxic manure lagoons spark battle over Chinese-owned pigs in the US”
www.revealnews.org/article/north-carolinians-say-expansion-of-chinese-owned-pig-farms-stinks
•

What do China, its rapidly growing middle class and toxic manure lagoons in North Carolina have in
common? Absolutely nothing. And even if they did, don't mention it. So say attorneys for the
Chinese company that now owns America's largest pork producer, Smithfield Foods. They have
asked a federal judge to forbid people who live near these manure lagoons from mentioning the new
Chinese owners—or the country of China or pork exports to China—in court.

“CSRC Team Heads to United States to Tout China’s Stock Market”
[Caixin link—March 12, 2015]
•

Qi Bin, head of the regulator's Department of International Affairs, said on March 3 during a speech
at Harvard University in the U.S. state of Massachusetts, that he is leading the team of officials from
the China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC) on the trip and its mission was to persuade
major global investors to join the Chinese market. This is the first time CSRC officials have gone
abroad to communicate with foreign capital market investors, he said.

“Strong US dollar impacts world trade”
[China Daily link—March 12, 2015]
•
•

A surging dollar could widen the US trade deficit substantially this year, and its rise is already
hurting US exporters.
[Beware the Monkey-Snake.]

“What the Strongest U.S. Dollar in a Decade Means for Your Wallet”
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-03-11/strongest-dollar-in-a-decade-coming-to-u-s-stores-far-andwide
•

•

“You can't expect a better environment for consumers,” said Gregory Daco, lead U.S. economist at
Oxford Economics in New York. Combined with cheaper fuel, “the stronger dollar is an additional
layer of downward pressure on inflation.”
[Beware the Bloombergs of the world.]

“Kindergarten corruption: Chinese author says even young pupils are crooked”
[SCMP link—March 12, 2015]
•
•

In kindergarten, a child will tell the teacher: “My father works at a coal company. Please let me
know if you are short of coal.”
The Song dynasty had only one upright and honest official, Bao Zheng. The Song's GDP and culture
both reached a peak, but it was also the most corrupt dynasty in China's history.

After the Party purges, where will these corrupt children find jobs?

1316.
A New Political Party—To Bounce Off A Few U.S. Citizens
March 13, 2015
Most Americans say we need a third major political party.
What would we call it?
What's in a name?
What's in a better name?
The “All Americans’ Long-Term Interests Are The Same” Party
www.AALTIATS.com
Our party's:
•
•
•

Purpose and Platform
Maturity
Checks and Balances

—are built into the party's name.
A party without partisanship. A party with no party spirit whatsoever.
A party that is not a party.
America's viable future is built into the name of this party.
America's past mistakes are built into the name of this party.
If you could just snap your fingers and make this third major political party happen with no effort or
embarrassment—well, wouldn't you?
Think about it.
Bounce the idea off a few friends and strangers.
And get back with me.

1317.
Primary Documents in American History: George
Washington’s Farewell Address
March 15, 2015
“Primary Documents in American History: George Washington's Farewell Address”
www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/farewell.html
•

George Washington's Farewell Address announced that he would not seek a third term as president.
Originally published in David C. Claypoole's American Daily Advertiser on September 19, 1796,
Washington devoted much of the address to domestic issues of the time, warning against the rise of
political parties and sectionalism as a threat to national unity. In the area of foreign affairs,
Washington called for America “to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign
world.” Although the ideas expressed were Washington's, Alexander Hamilton wrote a large part of
the address. James Madison drafted an earlier version of the address in 1792.

Scroll down for the full transcript, please.

1318.
Our Mutual Cares, Labors, and Dangers
March 16, 2015
The last six words of George Washington's Farewell Address are:
“. . . our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.”
(I hope this doesn't spoil the pdf attachment for you.)
“Israel Against the Jews”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/03/13/israel-against-the-jews
•

It claims to be the heir of Jewish history when it has misrepresented that history and betrayed it.
Israel knowingly puts the Jews in danger wherever they find themselves. And it transforms them into
robots summoned to justify the unjustifiable.

“How Does Wall Street Work? Only One-Quarter Of Investment Bank Revenue Comes From
Activities In The Real Economy”
www.ibtimes.com/how-does-wall-street-work-only-one-quarter-investment-bank-revenue-comes-activities1845162
•

While the figures won't come as a surprise to economists and financiers, the report by the U.K.'s
central bank helps demystify exactly how investment banks make their money—a combined $140
billion in revenues at the 10 largest firms—and how little most of their profits have to do with actual
commerce.

“Why British Prime Minister Cameron Is Stiffing Obama To Woo Beijing”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/03/13/chinese-money-drives-wedge-between-obama-whitehouse-and-a-bankrupt-u-k
•

Unlike the United States, the United Kingdom lacks the fallback position that it can borrow abroad in
its own currency. A major difference compared to previous times is that the United Kingdom cannot
go to the United States with a begging bowl because U.S. external finances are almost as bad as the
U.K.'s.

“Chinese company pledged $2 million to Clinton Foundation in 2013”
www.cbsnews.com/news/chinese-company-pledged-2-million-to-clinton-foundation-in-2013

•

The Clinton Foundation largely stopped taking money from foreign governments when Hillary
Clinton became secretary of state in 2009. It resumed the practice once she left in 2013, but never
stopped taking money from foreign companies or individuals.

“Real estate needs further regulation”
www.nyunews.com/2015/02/10/real-estate-needs-further-recognition
•

The shell company . . . was traced to NYU Board of Trustees member Wang Wenliang. In 2010,
Wang donated $25 million to the university and founded the NYU Center on U.S.-China Relations.
Wang's company, China Rilin Construction Group. . . .

“Wall Street’s Macau delusion has really gone far enough”
www.businessinsider.com/wall-st-macau-delusion-has-gone-far-enough-2015-3
•

Chinese President Xi Jinping has made it clear he doesn't want Chinese mainlanders gambling.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has made it clear he knows his people pretty well.
Ours, too.

1319.
Why? We’re Broke. Why?
March 17, 2015
“Seemingly boundless money flowing into the U.S. economy and universities seems nice, but it cannot be an
excuse to ignore global political realities.” — WSN Editorial Board, New York University*
“France, Germany and Italy Say They’ll Join China-Led Bank in Rebuff to U.S.”
www.nytimes.com/2015/03/18/business/france-germany-and-italy-join-asian-infrastructure-investmentbank.html
•

Tilting toward China in a blow to Washington's domination of international financial institutions,
Europe's biggest economies have declared their desire to become founding members of a new
Chinese-led Asian investment bank that the United States views as rival to existing lenders set up at
the height of American power following World War II. The announcement on Tuesday by Germany,
France and Italy that they would follow Britain in breaking ranks with Washington and join the
Chinese-led venture delivered a stinging rebuff to Washington from some of its closest allies. It also
helped efforts by Xi Jinping, China's president and Communist Party chief, to reshape the global
balance of power and the institutions that underpin it.

“Writing China: Michael Schuman, ‘Confucius and the World He Created’”
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2015/03/13/writing-china-michael-schuman-confucius-and-the-world-hecreated
•

Beijing is attempting to use Confucius as a “brand” by capitalizing on his reputation for wisdom and
pacifism to ally fears about China's rise on the world stage. Hundreds of Confucius Institutes now
operate from the U.S. to Tanzania to New Zealand. But they have little to do with Confucius.

“Quote Of Note”
www.manufacturingnews.com
•

“Look at the Wall Street Journal. They are still hard-line free traders. They oppose everything that
has to do with currency or holding China responsible. They are China's greatest enabler in the press.”
— Dan DiMicco, Chairman Emeritus, Nucor Corp.

“AIPAC Discovers 47 Useful Idiots: Money talks and even writes letters”
www.unz.com/article/aipac-discovers-47-useful-idiots
•

March 2015 is a month that should live in infamy. The month started out with the revolting spectacle
of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressing a joint session of Congress for the third
time, having been invited by the Speaker of the House without the courtesy of seeking any input from

the White House or State Department. The National Review was quick to declare Bibi “leader of the
free world”. . . .
“Attention decay in science”
www.arxiv.org/abs/1503.01881
•

Interestingly, the decay is getting faster and faster, indicating that scholars “forget” more easily
papers now than in the past. We found that this has to do with the exponential growth in the number
of publications, which inevitably accelerates the turnover of papers, due to the finite capacity of
scholars to keep track of scientific literature.

“Older Really Can Mean Wiser”
www.nytimes.com/2015/03/17/health/older-really-can-mean-wiser.html
•

The picture that emerges from these findings is of an older brain that moves more slowly than its
younger self, but is just as accurate in many areas and more adept at reading others' moods—on top
of being more knowledgeable. That's a handy combination. . . .

*See just-yesterday's “Our Mutual Cares, Labors, and Dangers” — #1318 in my compendium.

1320.
Rich Papa Xi vs. Poor Uncle Sam
March 18, 2015
We brought this on ourselves, you and I. We betrayed our own producers. Now that Papa Xi has Uncle
Sam's money, Papa Xi can buy Uncle Sam's friends.
Poor Uncle Sam.
“France, Germany, Italy to join AIIB: Bank complements functions of IMF, ADB”
[Global Times link—March 18, 2015]
•

Zhao Yongsheng, vice chairman of Paris-based China-France Association of Lawyers and
Economists, told the Global Times that the AIIB [Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank] will not be
competing with the existing institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and
ADB [Asian Development Bank], but will fill the gap to develop infrastructure in Asia. He also
noted that the new bank will separate China's political interest from economic development, as it will
not impose.

“China, Germany agree measures to strengthen coordination of financial dialogue”
[Xinhua via PLA Daily—March 18, 2015]
•

The joint statement said that both sides would support Chinese securities and futures institutions in
cooperating with German institutions to establish and conduct business in Germany, including the
development, distribution and portfolio management of RQFII [RMB Qualified Foreign Institutional
Investors] products. China has approved Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management Investment GmbH's
application for RQFII qualification. Both sides supported the Shanghai Stock Exchange, the China
Financial Futures Exchange and the Deutsche Boerse Group's plan to co-establish a RMB offshore
platform to trade financial instruments in Frankfurt.

“Commentary: Washington, what are you waiting for?”
[Xinhua link—March 18, 2015]
•

The AIIB [Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank] has clearly demonstrated China's will to share its
development opportunities with the whole world. Unlike the U.S.-led TPP negotiation which
excludes China, the AIIB is open to all interested parties, including the United States.

“China-led bank to aid development”
[SCMP link—March 18, 2015]

•

China's search for a way of having a bigger role in development was inevitable and the nation's vast
cash reserves and infrastructure expertise made a Beijing-centred bank obvious. Some nations worry
that under Beijing's watch, governance, neutrality and social responsibility will not meet international
standards. But by refusing to join, there will be no chance to advocate, educate or enforce.

“European Allies Defy U.S. In Joining China-Led Development Bank”
www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/03/17/393651665/european-allies-defy-u-s-in-joining-china-leddevelopment-bank
•

The administration says there's no need for another international lending institution. But Fred
Bergsten [!], a senior fellow with the Peterson Institute for International Economics [!!], says there's a
huge demand for infrastructural investment in much of Asia. “The lack of infrastructure—roads,
airports, ports, power facilities—are among biggest barriers to development throughout Asia,” he
says.

“Why Britain Joining China-Led Bank Is a Sign of American Decline”
www.huffingtonpost.com/kishore-mahbubani/britain-china-bank-america-decline_b_6877942.html
•

“It does not matter whether America wins or China wins. Either way, we will see an improvement in
the standards of managing institutions of global governance. In the process, the Asian people will be
better off. And the Asian century will arrive faster.” — Kishore Mahbubani, Dean of the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy

“China will not thank perfidious Albion for joining its new bank: All of Beijing’s diplomatic dealings
with Britain start from a position of injured pride”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/870e470a-cbc1-11e4-aeb5-00144feab7de.html
•

One prominent Chinese commentator who works at a top government think-tank in Beijing said in
international organisations Britain acted as “America's thug for hire”. To understand the sentiment
behind such remarks, British policy makers need a clear understanding of history and the way it is
taught and viewed in China. Very few British adults have a working knowledge of the opium wars,
the history of gunboat diplomacy or the legacy of Britain's “unequal treaties” and colonial
subjugation in China. In stark contrast, every single Chinese primary school student can rattle off a
long list of national humiliations suffered at the hands of barbarian invaders, led by the UK and later
Japan.

Poor Uncle Sam.
I think it's time we start putting his children first.
Far away from Papa Xi.

1321.
A Genuine Historical Document
March 18, 2015
Young Adolph Hitler wanted to paint, so he applied to art school.
If he'd been accepted to art school, what would the twentieth century have been like?
I just stumbled across a strangely elaborate rejection letter I received some years ago from Bruce
Springsteen's lawyers, cc'd to six additional parties, to communicate their lack of interest in recording my
song “Dollar to the Giant.”
Someday it will be a genuine historical document.
Today the lyrics are a genuine I told you so.
—
[Lyrics, “Dollar to the Giant”]

1322.
To Just Follow America’s Money. . . .
March 19, 2015
Follow the money.
To follow the money, follow the Chinese Communist Party. To follow the Chinese Communist Party,
follow the global economy. To follow the global economy, follow America's friends. To follow America's
friends, follow America's money. To follow America's money, follow the Chinese Communist Party. To
follow the Chinese Communist Party, follow the money.
“U.S. International Transactions: Fourth Quarter and Year 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/transactions/transnewsrelease.htm
•

•
•

The U.S. current-account deficit—a net measure of transactions between the United States and the
rest of the world in goods, services, primary income (investment income and compensation), and
secondary income (current transfers)—increased to $113.5 billion (preliminary) in the fourth quarter
of 2014 from $98.9 billion (revised) in the third quarter.
The deficit increased to 2.6 percent of current-dollar gross domestic product (GDP) from 2.2 percent
in the third quarter.
The U.S. current-account deficit increased to $410.6 billion (preliminary) in 2014 from $400.3 billion
in 2013. The deficit was 2.4 percent of current-dollar GDP in both 2014 and 2013.

“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities—January 2015”
www.treasury.gov/resource-center/data-chart-center/tic/Pages/index.aspx
1. China: $1,239,100,000,000—down -2.9 percent from January 2014
2. Japan: $1,238,600,000,000—up +3.1 percent from January 2014
3. Belgium: $354,600,000,000—up +14.3 percent from January 2014
Also FYI, from The [CIA] World Factbook:
“Current Account Balance”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
•
•
•
•

Germany: +$257.1 billions—1/193
China: +$182.8 billions—2/193
United Kingdom: -$93.6 billions—192/193
United States: -$360.7 billions—193/193

—2013 CIA estimates, calculated on an exchange rate basis.

Just follow the money.

1323.
Whenever You Read Or Hear The Word “China” — Try
Substituting
March 20, 2015
I’ll bullet-point a few harmless articles from today's Chinese news media.
Here's the thing: There are no such things.
The Chinese Communist Party created the People's Liberation Army to create the People's Republic of
China.
They are, all three, one and the same. They are, all three, the Chinese Communist Party.
And not just the Communist Party. The Chinese Communist Party.
So:
Whenever you read or hear the word “China,” try substituting “the Chinese Communist Party” or “the
People's Liberation Army” or “the PRC/CCP/PLA.”
The new Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is being promoted as “China”-led.
(See?)
The bank is a trap. There's nothing harmless about it. Britain, France, Italy, and Germany understand this.
So does Russia.
Now take it away, Monkey-Snake:
“AIIB will invigorate China’s opening-up”
[Global Times link—March 19, 2015]
•

China is already a major power, but the AIIB grants it for the first time a leadership role in the
world's financial affairs. Among the countries that have applied, there are big European powers as
well as those that China has territorial disputes with. It tests China's wisdom and flexibility in
handling different opinions and demands. We have witnessed how Britain, a main US ally, turned its
back and applied to the AIIB. We will experience more uncertainties in international relations in the
future.

“China’s global image on rise”

[China Daily link—March 19, 2015]
•

China's national image has been improving over the past few years, with President Xi Jinping
becoming a highlight, according to a survey report. The global survey, based on 4,500 respondents
from nine countries last year, found that China's overall image has been increasingly recognized by
the global community. “More people in the nine countries are convinced of China's future robust
economic growth,” Wang Gangyi, vice-president of China International Publishing Group, said of
China's National Image Global Survey 2014, which was released in Beijing on Wednesday.

“China Voice: AIIB can prosper with int’l efforts”
[Xinhua link—March 20, 2015]
•

Decades of reform and opening up have taught China the lesson that economic vitality cannot be
unleashed until enough respect is paid to market needs and innovation. By proposing to set up the
AIIB, China has answered the call of the market. The logical next step for China is to pool efforts
from the AIIB founder countries to help the Asian economy to grow, benefiting the world as a whole.

“China unveils 2nd bond futures product”
[Shanghai Daily link—March 21, 2015]
•

CHINA launched its second bond futures product yesterday to offer diversified risk hedging tools for
investors and also to encourage interest rate liberalization. The 10-year government bond futures that
allow investors to trade the first batch of contracts for settlement in September, December and March
2016, were launched on the China Financial Futures Exchange.

Did you substitute for “China”?
Good.
Will you teach your children?

1324.
Financial Capitalism Is Getting Its Butt Kicked By Industrial
Capitalism
March 21, 2015
Remember:
“Chinese news is government—that is, Chinese Communist Party—owned and controlled, with Xinhua
sitting at the ministry level.”
— We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children, #1006
For some terribly painful practical purposes, your life is also controlled by the Chinese Communist Party.
All the wishful thinking, the willful ignorance, all the Wall Street advertising about China's collapse, coming
soon, cannot escape the simple realities:
•
•
•

Financial capitalism is getting its butt kicked by industrial capitalism.
Industrial capitalism will always prevail over its bastard parasite financial capitalism.
Economics, fundamentally, is about the things that people need to survive.

From today's Xinhua:
“Commentary: China, Germany to jointly march towards next industrial revolution”
•

As a country with the biggest population in the world, China's biggest responsibility to the world's
peace and development is to ensure its stability and growth. By strengthening cooperation with
Germany, China will find new growth engines for its economy and contribute to the growth and
prosperity of the country and the world at large.

“News Analysis: For Japan, there are better reasons to join AIIB”
•

For a group of economists and diplomats here [in Tokyo], Japan has better reasons to join the Chinaproposed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), as the major Asian power could take the
golden opportunity to mend its strained ties with China in the special year that marks the 70th
anniversary of the end of WWII. Since several major European countries, including Britain,
Germany and France, have defied U.S. advice and applied successively for membership in recent
days, Japan, facing the dramatic change, seemed to be uneasy now and began to loosen its tight
stance over whether or not to participate in by saying there is room for discussion.

“Commentary: America the Kibitzer on South China Sea”
•

The commander's proposal smacks of a thinly veiled attempt to cobble together a coalition on the
opposite side of China, and the senators' cry sounds like a scheme to stoke misunderstanding and

mistrust in a region where Washington is bent on keeping its hegemonic presence. But the
machination is fraught with faulty assumptions and doomed to fail. For starters, one troublemaker
cannot alter the overwhelming commitment of parties involved in the South China Sea disputes to
safeguarding regional stability and solving the issue through peaceful means. Southeast Asian
countries are clear-eyed enough to see through the U.S. calculus and perceive the hidden agenda
behind Washington's overt enthusiasm, and thus refrain from being led astray by the pied piper of the
United States. Meanwhile, despite the incessant hyping of the “China threat” cliche, the freedom of
navigation at South China Sea has never been a problem.
“Ambassadors laud Xi’s book on governance of China"
•

As shown in the book, China wants to work with the rest of the world to strive for a better future
through win-win cooperation. This is crucial for China to achieve the current success, he [the
Egyptian ambassador] said.

“Dollar to the giant. . . .”
— “Dollar to the Giant”

1325.
F Words
March 23, 2015
We are Frauds.
Foreigners produce our tangibles. Finance produces our intangibles.
Our prosperity is Fake. Our poverty is Fake.
Our Fake economy is Fatal to the world's Future.
Our politicians are phony traitors.
Because most of us are phony traitors.
“Huawei plans big push to sell smart devices in US”
[“Agencies” via the Beijing Monkey-Snake on March 23, 2015]
•

Two years after US legislators claimed it was a national security threat, China's Huawei Technologies
Co Ltd is planning a campaign to win over US consumers, rolling out new mobile phones and
wearable devices backed by a marketing effort.

“Has Anyone Done More To Undermine Free Markets Than Lee Kuan Yew?”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/03/23/lees-legacy-the-free-market-has-been-dethroned-andeconomic-authoritarianism-is-now-king
•

Eateries and watering holes are not the level at which an economy should be judged. There are
higher levels and the higher up you go in Singapore—as elsewhere in East Asia—the more decisive
is state influence. Singapore's true “secret” is a government-driven program of high savings. Since
1955, workers have been required to pay a large share of their wages (in recent years 20 percent) into
the Central Provident Fund. Employers contribute a further 16 percent. The fund meanwhile invests
in ways best calculated to power Singapore's economic growth while simultaneously offering savers
a reasonable return.

“Insurance funds continue to invest in real economy in 2015”
[China Economic Net link—March 20, 2015]
•

In 2015, insurance funds will continue to invest in the real economy. As a matter of fact, one can
easily feel that this “investing more” is absolutely an action of real gold and silver as long as we have
a look on the books of the insurance industry.

•

•

Xiang Junbo, chairman of CIRC, said proudly at the meeting, “the insurance companies have become
important institutional investors in the capital markets and important capital providers for national
major infrastructure construction.”
. . . especially since August 2014 when the “ten new opinions of State Council” clearly put forward to
“thoroughly play the unique advantages of long-term investment of insurance funds. Encourage the
insurance funds to support people's livelihood engineering and national major products such as major
infrastructure construction, shantytowns alteration, and urbanization construction by use of creditor's
rights investment plans and equity investment plans”, the insurance funds significantly accelerates the
pace of supporting the real economy.

“China’s Weapons of Mass Consumption”
www.foreignpolicy.com/2015/03/20/chinas-weapons-of-mass-consumption
•

•
•

Over the next decade, advanced weapons platforms—once the purview of Western and Russian
defense industries—will flood the arms market as China, and to a lesser degree India, become global
suppliers.
And while they're not better than Russian or U.S. alternatives, they are often good enough.
The era in which the U.S. military has largely had uncontested freedom of action throughout the
international commons is also ending. These weapons will enable even countries with limited
defense budgets to acquire “anti-access/area denial” capabilities and make it more difficult for the
United States to intervene militarily without suffering significant casualties.

“Chinese steel could dictate the future for thousands of Alabama jobs”
www.bizjournals.com/birmingham/news/2015/03/20/chinese-steel-could-dictate-the-future-for.html
•

The Chinese government was not showing signs of cutting back, opting instead to keep their citizen
workforce content while the global market becomes saturated with cheap steel.

“At Kodak, Clinging to a Future Beyond Film”
www.nytimes.com/2015/03/22/business/at-kodak-clinging-to-a-future-beyond-film.html
•
•
•

•

Of the roughly 200 buildings that once stood on the 1,300-acre campus of Eastman Kodak's business
park in Rochester, 80 have been demolished and 59 others sold off.
Kodak's researchers invented digital photography and put the technology in professional cameras in
the 1990s.
“The question isn't tech-related, it's competition. Kodak's intellectual property seems to be slightly
better, but the hazard is that their competitors, eight or 10 strong ones in each market, kill them on
pricing. They might never get to profitability on the new stuff.”
In 2013, Kodak sold 1,100 patents related to digital image capture to a group of 12 companies,
including Apple, Samsung and Facebook, for $527 million.

What's wrong with this picture?

1326.
What Happens When We Run Out Of Slaves?
March 25, 2015
This “AP Investigation” is almost silly.
We already know that slaves and exploited workers supply most of America's consumer goods.
“AP Investigation: Slavery taints global supply of seafood”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/f73b30aacb8f4659ac337da17941a226/ap-investigation-slavery-taints-globalsupply-seafood
•

•

•

The slaves interviewed by the AP described 20- to 22-hour shifts and unclean drinking water.
Almost all said they were kicked, beaten or whipped with toxic stingray tails if they complained or
tried to rest. They were paid little or nothing.
Runaway Hlaing Min said many died at sea. “If Americans and Europeans are eating this fish, they
should remember us. There must be a mountain of bones under the sea,” he said. “The bones of the
people could be an island, it's that many.”
The major corporations identified by AP declined interviews but issued statements that strongly
condemned labor abuses; many described their work with human rights groups to hold subcontractors
responsible.

See also www.ProductsOfSlavery.org

1327.
The Big Chinese and Their Little Switches
March 25, 2015
In the now-viral “China's Weapons of Mass Consumption” author Lin asks:
“What will happen when Beijing floods the world with cheap aircraft and warships?”
I predict the world will (continue to) be controlled by the real power that comes from real tangible wealth
(that comes from real intangible wealth).
We've already gotten a taste of what can happen when Beijing decides to flood its adversaries—with cheap
money, for example, or with cheap electronics, or with unexpected changes.
If Beijing—that is, the Chinese Communist Party and the People's Liberation Army— flooded the world
with weapons, and thus leveled the fighting field, the U.S. would lose its “strategic” military advantage.
The world would then be controlled and patrolled by money and consumer goods production.
Beijing already can switch the money “on” or “off”—switch the consumer goods “on” or “off”—switch
anything that uses electronics “on” or “off.”
Beijing-made weapons will be useless against Beijing—and useless against Beijing's interests and agenda.
Anything tangible from Beijing is useless against Beijing.
So we probably shouldn't give up our intangibles.
Released this morning was the durable goods report:
“Nothing durable about this goods report: U.S. business investment falls 6th straight month”
https://secure.marketwatch.com/story/businesses-cutting-investment-as-durable-goods-orders-slide-2015-0325
•

•

Businesses are hiring at the fastest pace in 15 years, but they sure aren't investing like good times are
here to stay. Orders for long-lasting or durable goods such as cars, appliances and computers fell
1.4% in February to mark the third decline in four months. The increase in orders for January was
lowered, making the decline last month look even worse.
Companies are actually investing less now compared to a year earlier in unadjusted terms.

“Ulterior plans in the giant's hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.”
(One song, for the time being, is all you need to know.)

1328.
The Tenderizing Channel
March 26, 2015
American media sells division. Chinese media sells confusion. Their goals are the same. Their consumers
are rendered harmless to power.
“Tibet to enjoy free delivery of home appliances”
[Beijing Times link—February 28, 2015]
•

It takes several days for herdsmen to travel on horseback to buy a television in the region. About 70
percent of Tibet's 3 million population has access to the Internet and most of them use their mobile
phones to get online.

“China to boost ‘Made in China 2025’ strategy”
[Xinhua link—March 25, 2015]
•

Accelerated industrialization is supported by the manufacturing sector, according to a statement
released after an executive meeting of the State Council, presided over by Premier Li Keqiang.

“Japanese wariness toward AIIB irrational”
[Global Times link—March 26, 2015]
•

Tokyo has been shunning the AIIB because it thinks that no “fair” operations can be expected from
Beijing's leading position in the bank. It worries that the AIIB will likely become a huge bank for
China's export and import and the financial policies formulated by the World Bank and the ADB will
be swayed.

“China is not the ‘boss’ of AIIB”
[People's Daily link—March 26, 2015]
•

The AIIB has not been established to compete with the World Bank or the ADB but to cooperate with
them. It is an investment bank and it is not driven by political calculations.

“Love for pork may propel China to be top importer of British pork”
[Shanghai Daily link—March 27, 2015]

•

Pork exports from the UK to China have more than doubled to 65,000 tons between 2012 and 2014,
while exports to Germany—the No. 1 destination for British pork for the last three years—has fallen
5 percent.

Pigs are really smart. If I were a pig farmer, I'd have them read and watch TV.

1329.
Pebbles Are Happy
March 27, 2015
Timeworthy:
“Gross Domestic Product: Fourth Quarter and Annual 2014 (Third Estimate) — Corporate Profits:
Fourth Quarter and Annual 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2015/pdf/gdp4q14_3rd.pdf
•

Real gross national product—the goods and services produced by the labor and property supplied by
U.S. residents—increased 1.4 percent in the fourth quarter, compared with an increase of 5.3 percent
in the third. GNP includes, and GDP excludes, net receipts of income from the rest of the world,
which decreased $30.7 billion in the fourth quarter, in contrast to an increase of $13.3 billion in the
third; in the fourth quarter, receipts decreased $28.3 billion, and payments increased $2.3 billion.

“Competing in globalization”
www.citizensforacompetitiveamerica.com/commentary/15.0325.competition.htm
•

The cause of the President and Congress refusing to compete is that Wall Street, the big banks and
Corporate America contribute to both to not enforce provisions against the closed market and
predatory practices of China; [. . .] and all in Washington nag about income inequality in the United
States. Income inequality is solved by competing in globalization.

“China-U.S. Trade Engagement in Asia Could Be Win-Win”
[Caixin link—March 27, 2015]
•
•

Politicians in Washington should drop the China threat theory. . . .
[Monkey-Snake Warning: Reader Beware the Propaganda—All the Propaganda.]

“China’s Exports Surprise On The Upside In February”
[China Money Network link—March 10, 2015]
•

China's export increased 48.3% over a year earlier to US$169.2 billion in February, much higher than
market consensus, according to data released by China's General Administration of Customs.
Imports declined by 20.5% on a year-on-year basis in February to US$108.6 billion. This led to the
record high trade surplus of US$60.6 billion for the month.

“The devil, or Mr Wang”

www.economist.com/news/china/21647295-chinas-second-most-powerful-leader-admired-and-feared-devilor-mr-wang
•

One story goes that at a meeting of the party's Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI),
convened after Mr Wang took charge of it in November 2012, senior members—themselves among
the most feared officials in the party—were presented with dossiers of their own sins. Mr Wang's
aim, it appeared, was to terrorise the enforcers themselves. Failure to uncover high-level graft, he has
warned them, would be “dereliction of duty”.

“Andrew Cockburn’s Kill Chain—A Book Review”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2015/03/andrew-cockburns-kill-chain-book-review.html
•

Viewing war as an engineering problem focuses on technology (which benefits contractors) and
destructive physical effects, but this ideology ignores and is offset by the fundamental truth of war:
Machines don't fight wars, people do, and they use their minds. Our technology's physical effects can
be—and often are—offset or mitigated by our opponent's mental counters or initiatives, reflecting
both his adaptability and unpredictability, and his moral strengths, like resolve and the will to resist.
Combat history has proven over and over that mental and moral effects can offset physical effects, for
example, when the destruction of ball bearing factories did not have its predicted effects in WWII,
when bicycles carrying 600 pounds of supplies were used to bypass destroyed bridges on the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, and when the Serbs used cheap microwave ovens to fool expensive anti-radiation
missiles in Kosovo. And, as Cockburn shows, this has proven true again in the ongoing war on
terror, and its mirror image, the war on drugs.

“Apple CEO Tim Cook Has Plans to Give Away All His Wealth”
www.time.com/3761036/apple-tim-cook-fortune-charity-philanthropy
•

“You want to be the pebble in the pond that creates the ripple for change.”

Pebbles don't get the attention they deserve, but then pebbles are happy just knowing they're pebbles.

1330.
We’re So Divided, We Reject Ourselves
March 28, 2015
Workers and Consumers are the same people.
Why would American consumers spend their wages to degrade American wages?
All Americans' long-term interests are the same.
If you have a problem with this—you're a big part of the problem.
The operative words here are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

All
Americans'
long-term
interests
are
same

All Americans' long-term interests are the same.
No American's long-term interests include the Chinese Communist Party.
But:
You'd never know it by the way we spend our money.
Take a look at what we've built—try to get your head around the sheer, overwhelming enormity of 1.37
billion biological competitors—and pay close attention to how it's all being “explained” to us.
The future will thank you. The future will curse you.
Your choice.
It's always been your choice.
If you don't think you make a difference, you're a big part of the problem.
“How China used more cement in 3 years than the U.S. did in the entire 20th Century”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/03/24/how-china-used-more-cement-in-3-years-thanthe-u-s-did-in-the-entire-20th-century

•

All of America's cement consumption during the century adds up to around 4.4 gigatons (1 gigaton is
roughly 1 billion metric tons). In comparison, China used around 6.4 gigatons of cement in the three
years of 2011, 2012, and 2013. . . .

“Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?”
“Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist.”
— from a conversation between Mo Xiusong, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Dr. Clark Bowers, member of a U.S. delegation to China, quoted in Beating the Unbeatable
Foe, by Frederick Schwarz, M.D.
Yes, that is the reason they exist.

1331.
Jumped To The Giant Like Little Boys
March 29, 2015
“Is the long-term goal of the Communist Party of China still world Communism?”
“Chinese president describes common destiny for Asia”
[The Xinhua Monkey-Snake via China Economic Net—March 29, 2015]
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Chinese President Xi Jinping described Saturday the need for a community of common destiny and a
new future for world prosperity.
China is ready to sign treaties of good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation with all its
neighbors and to provide strong support for the development of bilateral relations as well as
prosperity and stability in the region, according to Xi.
Xi's remarks were echoed by Yasuo Fukuda, chairman of the BFA [Boao Forum for Asia] and former
prime minister of Japan. “We are bound by geography, history, culture and economic links to be a
community of common destiny and we have no better choice than setting aside differences and
finding common ground,” he said.
Xi's address explains the relationship between China and Asia, China and the world, said Ruan
Zongze, vice president of the China Institute of International Studies. “Building a community of
common destiny not only caters for Asia's needs but also for China's needs,” said Ruan.
As the application deadline draws close, Russia became the latest to ask to join the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) following countries including Britain, Germany, France and
Italy.
“The rapid response to China's call from major western economies reflects China's increasing
influence in Asia and the world,” said Ruan Zongze.
In the coming five years, China will import more than 10 trillion U.S. dollars of goods, Chinese
investment abroad will exceed 500 billion U.S. dollars and more than 500 million outbound visits
will be made by Chinese tourists, marking continued opportunities brought to the world, according to
Xi.
China expects better connectivity in East Asia and Asia at large to lead to full integration of
infrastructure, policy, institutions and personnel flow, he said.

“Parades to Fear, Not Celebrate”
www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/opinion/parades-to-fear-not-celebrate.html
•
•
•

In my life I have participated in several military parades, but one stands out. As an officer candidate
in the Austrian army, I marched in step to the tune of the “Radetzky March” past a crowd. . . .
Grand national military parades are waning in most of the West, but in Asia, they are becoming a
popular form of statesmanship.
Yet however alluring and visually striking, these parades embody militarism, the deadly business at
the heart of almost all sovereign states. The word “parade” comes from the Latin word “parare,” to
prepare. Throughout history, parades have helped prepare citizens for war.

•

•

•

Of the goose step, George Orwell noted that it is “one of the most horrible sights in the world.” He
added, “It is simply an affirmation of naked power; contained in it, quite consciously and
intentionally, is the vision of a boot crashing down on a face.”
After staging only three military spectacles since 1960, the Communist Party of China aims to “make
Japan tremble,” according to The People's Daily, a state-run newspaper, with a prodigious military
parade later this year. President Xi will reportedly, in an unusual gesture in China's modern history,
invite foreign heads of state to witness this tour de force in Beijing. Leaders of Taiwan, Vietnam and
the Philippines may tremble as well.
For a soldier, parades mark the beginning and sometimes the end of military life. For nations,
throughout history—and this is what Asia's leaders should keep in mind—what begins as a parade
often ends in carnage and death.

“Yes, of course, that is the reason we exist.”

1332.
I Need Money
March 30, 2015
You can make a contribution (legally: “a non-tax-deductible payment or gift”) using:
•
•

PayPal—and my e-mail address DollarToTheGiant@Gmail.com
Check—payable to Robert Hall and mailed to the postal address displayed on my Facebook page: PO
Box 59288, Schaumburg, IL, 60159

Please identify yourself clearly. I will accept money only from U.S. citizens. I will not accept money from
non-citizens, organizations, or anonymous donors.
Thank you.

1333.
March 31: A Day Late For 320 Million Fools
March 31, 2015
First, 70 million reminders, give or take:
•

“China exterminated twice as many Chinese in the twentieth century as North America did buffalo in
the nineteenth.” — #1251

Just a few months ago, the media were telling us that China was cracking down on—ridding itself of—
foreign companies and foreign influence.
Now we're being told that China welcomes them—that China is inviting them in.
If China doesn't kill us first—by yuan or by gun—Mother Nature will surely select for better memories and
attention spans.
Released today, March 31:
“U.S. Net International Investment Position: End of the Fourth Quarter and Year 2014”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/intinv/2015/pdf/intinv414.pdf
•

The U.S. net international investment position at the end of the fourth quarter of 2014 was -$6,915.3
billion (preliminary) as the value of U.S. liabilities exceeded the value of U.S. assets. At the end of
the third quarter of 2014, the net position was -$6,129.4 billion (revised).

The BEA further notes:
•

The U.S. net international investment position was -$6,915.3 billion (preliminary) at the end of 2014
compared with -$5,383.0 billion at the end of 2013.

I should probably repeat this from #1261 of January 7, 2015—so very long ago:
“At their most benign, in theory, our trade losses give foreigners the money to own more of us than we own
of them. Our ‘U.S. Net International Investment Position’ is already [now $6.9] trillion in the hole. If you
think these foreigners are managing their U.S. assets for the benefit of U.S. anything, you are mistaken. If
you think there's anything benign about our trade with China, you are also mistaken.”
I could apologize for my tone, my irritated tone, but I won't.
Too many of you idiots are doing too much damage to the people I care about—
—beginning with yourselves.

1334.
Reasons To Quit
April 1, 2015
Catch them in the act, and you can break an American shopper's bad habits with a rolled-up newspaper.
“The Great Game in Afghanistan (Twenty-First-Century Update)”
www.tomdispatch.com/post/175975/tomgram%3A_dilip_hiro%2C_afghanistan%27s_china_card
•

[China] has had an uncanny ability to sweep up the imperial spoils, especially local energy resources,
without sending a soldier into battle. Now, it seems, China may be in the process of doing just that in
Afghanistan.

“AIIB, a paradigm power shift”
[Xinhua link—March 31, 2015]
•

•

The existing economic system, shaped by the Bretton Woods agreement seven decades ago, is
dominated by western countries and increasingly unrepresentative of the world's economic
architecture. Since the global financial crisis, emerging markets are becoming the main development
drivers. Asian countries now make up one third of the global economy. As global economic power
shifts to emerging markets, it is only fair that they should play a bigger role in global institutions.
After over three decades of fast expansion, benefiting from globalization and opening up, China can
now share the fruits of its development and build a “community of common destiny” through
international and regional cooperation.

“Taiwan Applies to Join AIIB Under ‘One China,’ Sparking Protests”
www.thediplomat.com/2015/04/taiwan-applies-to-join-aiib-under-one-china-sparking-protests
•

After Taipei expressed its interest in joining the AIIB, Beijing said it would welcome Taiwan as long
as it joined under the “one China” principle. Beijing's terms also stipulated that Taiwan must apply
through the Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO), the agency under the State Council that handles relations
with Taiwan. Beijing does not recognize Taiwan's sovereignty and regards Taiwan as a province, to
be “re-united” by force if necessary.

“Japan, Sticking With U.S., Says It Won’t Join China-Led Bank”
www.nytimes.com/2015/04/01/world/asia/japan-says-no-to-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank.html
•

Japanese leaders indicated on Tuesday that their nation would not become a founding member of a
new Chinese-led Asian development bank but instead remain loyal to the United States, which has
urged its allies to refrain from joining.

•

Local news reports quoted Prime Minister Shinzo Abe as saying it was important for strategic reasons
that Japan stick with the United States even when other allies like Britain and Germany have
announced they will join the bank. “The United States now knows that Japan is trustworthy,” Mr.
Abe was quoted by Kyodo News as telling a meeting of his governing Liberal Democratic Party.

“Trustworthy” would not characterize Japan so much as “dependable.” We've all seen what Japan is capable
of—and our economy has the gaping wounds to prove it. In time, we'll see that Japan and China, in the early
twenty-first century, were thick as thieves—and just as trustworthy.

1335.
Beware the Weasels, Too
April 1, 2015
We handed over our wealth producing and real economy without much of a fight. Now the PRC/CCP/PLA
wants our wealth transferring and fictitious economy, too. If we let them have it, without destroying
ourselves trying to hang on to it, and if we get back to the basics of producing, selling, and consuming our
own goods, and we never again let go of our economic reality, we'll be OK.
“Paper Moons”
www.laphamsquarterly.org/swindle-fraud/paper-moons
•

Americans have a genius for the artful dodge, but also an infallible willingness to play the fool.

“This Is No April Fool: Japan Is Beating The Pants Off The United States”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/04/01/this-is-no-april-fool-japan-is-beating-the-pants-off-theunited-states
•

One final question: if the Japanese economy is doing so well, why has Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
been working so hard to “reflate” the economy?

“Commentary: Accusations against China’s new intraregional initiatives groundless”
[Xinhua link—April 1, 2015]
•
•

The country's latest efforts show nothing but good intentions and provide great opportunities for other
countries.
China . . . has no intention to find supremacy in the world monetary system.

“Economic Inequality: It’s Far Worse Than You Think”
www.scientificamerican.com/article/economic-inequality-it-s-far-worse-than-you-think
•

The United States is now the most unequal of all Western nations. To make matters worse, America
has considerably less social mobility than Canada and Europe.

American inequality is largely fictitious. It's largely a product of the fictitious economy.
The fictitious assets of our wealthy are overrated. The real assets of our poor are overlooked.
Beware the words of wealth transfer.

1336.
The Trade Report: Deficits of Organized Crime
April 2, 2015
Our so-called “leaders”—God, how I cringe—aren't interested in trade reports, so I'll try to explain this
morning's report in their context of organized crime.
By 1945, most of our global competitors had been bombed out of business. We the People had only to
produce and ship to make our wildest dreams come true. Instead, we left our democracy to the same people,
many of them gamblers and loan sharks, who caused the Great Depression and both Wars To End All Wars
in the first place. We—the most productive nation in history—decided to become a protection racket; and in
the ensuing years, the State Department and Pentagon were only too happy to cut off the People's body
parts—to give away our wealth-producing industries—and guarantee the security of any global “ally” who
would agree to use our money and let us build an airstrip. All the while, our trade surpluses could have been
huge; our poverty could have been eliminated; our people could have been happy, secure, and free; our
collective reputation intact—if only we'd done things honestly and remembered where we came from.
There is no such thing as a “strong” currency. There are only strong people and the life-serving goods they
produce.
It is, however, possible for a currency to be so expensive that not even the U.S. can afford it.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—February 2015”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
•
•
•
•

Deficit in Goods: $43,495,000,000—down -25.9 percent from January 2015
Deficit in goods with China: $22,540,300,000—down -21.2 percent from January 2015
Our goods deficit with China represented 51.8 percent of our total.
Crude oil, Unit price: $49.53—down -16.0 percent from January 2015

Now compare February 2014:
•
•
•
•

Deficit in Goods: $45,937,000,000—down -19.7 percent from January 2014
Deficit in goods with China: $20,861,600,000—down -25.1 percent from January 2014
Our goods deficit with China represented 45.4 percent of our total.
Crude oil, Unit price: $91.53—up +1.5 percent from January 2014

Not seasonally adjusted—but then neither are the seasons.

1337.
Beanhead Dogs
April 3, 2015
(U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—February 2015)
Look at today's Top 10 news headlines.
Do nothing but tell me:
What's the worst that could happen if we did nothing about them?
Now look at America's deindustrialization.
This is harder.
What's the best that can happen if we do nothing?
In the time it took you to read this, the United States lost another half-million dollars—in real wealth—in
goods deficits alone—to the Chinese Communist Party.
We know how many American jobs this represents.
We don't know how many American deaths.
If we did, we'd probably have to do something.
(The Employment Situation—March 2015)

1338.
Jobs, Reported Gains, Losses
April 3, 2015
In the Fourth Quarter of 2014:
•
•
•

Real GNP grew by 1.4 percent
Net International Investment Position was -$6.9 trillion
Goods deficits averaged $1.94 billion per day

How will they tell us today?
“The Employment Situation—March 2015”
www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
Seasonally Adjusted Headline:
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 126,000 in March, and the unemployment rate was
unchanged at 5.5 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 823,000 in March—to 140,326,000—and the
unemployment rate fell from 5.8 percent to 5.6 percent.
Goods-producing: +116,000
Private service-providing: +604,000
Government: +103,000

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

Not in Labor Force: 93,762,000—up +76,000 in March to a new record
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: down -510,000 in March

Please note that total nonfarm payroll employment for December 2014 was 141,484,000.
In other words, our (not seasonally adjusted) citizens had 1,158,000 fewer jobs in March.

1339.
Jesus Died For My Trade Deficits
April 4, 2015
Brace yourself.
Begin, brace yourself, by taking another look at “My Simple Test of Your Christian Faith”—pasted below,
#1063 of June 21, 2014—which began:
“If you call yourself a Christian: You need to know what the PRC/CCP/PLA—of a 3,000-year-old
country—thinks of your Christianity and has planned for your Christianity.”
—which ended by saying:
“I don't call myself a Christian, so I'm free to buy Chinese goods without going to Hell after I die.”
And yet, having been raised in an Eastern Church, in a northern climate, I always look forward to Easter.
I respect Easter—certainly more than anyone who recites “Jesus died for my sins” as morality escape clause.
Your children, too, you hypocrites, will die for your sins.
When you sold your souls to money changers and deceivers—
—you sold your fellow citizens, and Christians, to money changers and deceivers.
You sold your own children to money changers, deceivers—
—to the evil that they serve.
“Tibet party boss says temples must be propaganda centers”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/03/us-china-tibet-idUSKBN0MU0DO20150403
•

•
•
•

Buddhist temples and monasteries in Tibet must become propaganda centers for the ruling
Communist Party, where monks and nuns learn to “revere” science and appreciate the party's love,
the troubled region's top Chinese appointed official said.
Rights groups and exiles say the officially atheist party tramples on Tibetans' religious and cultural
traditions and seeks to co-opt religious figures for its own ends.
He called for temples and monasteries in the region to be outfitted with radios and televisions, as well
as newspapers and reading rooms.
“Monks and nuns should not have to go out of their temples or monasteries to understand the party
and government's policies and social progress, or Tibet's peace, stability and good fortune, so as to be
guided to follow a path of revering scientific culture.”

If, in fact, Jesus died for your sins—this is because he was Jesus—
—not because he likes you.

1340.
In Total, How Much Damage Have Our Enemies Inflicted?
April 6, 2015
The purpose of a nation is to protect its citizens' economy—that is, to protect its citizens.
Like most nations', our government and military were established to protect our commerce and trade.
Related questions:
•
•

How much damage have our so-called enemies—the Russians, the Moslems, the North Koreans, et
al.—done to Americans?
In total, how much damage have our so-called enemies inflicted since King George III?

And now:
•

How much damage have our so-called friends and allies done to Americans?

And finally:
•

How much damage has China done to Americans?

If you're having trouble with this, I'll be happy to send you a chronicle of deindustrialization, decline, and
America's Shift from Wealth Creation to Wealth Transfer and Surrender.
Moving along to related mostly-BS links:
“S. Korea slams distorted Japanese textbooks over disputed islets”
[Xinhua link—April 6, 2015]
•

Japan claimed its sovereignty over the rocky outcroppings, but South Korea said the islets were the
first victim of Japan's imperialistic occupation of the Korean Peninsula from 1910 to 1945.

“Easter in China: Rebirth in a Tibetan Catholic village”
[SCMP link—April 5, 2015]
•

But for all the myths about peaceful Tibetan Buddhists, the introduction of Catholicism to the region
proved violent. Tibetan Buddhist monasteries regularly waged wars against the Catholic followers,
killing priests and converts and razing churches and villages.

“China’s ‘New’ Carrier Killer Subs”

www.thediplomat.com/2015/04/chinas-new-carrier-killer-subs
•

Armed with a new supersonic missile, these upgraded boats could spell trouble for US carriers in
Asian waters.

“More than 300 slave fisherman now safe on Indonesian island”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/37b8f28b78b142819fa798d3972daaf4/ap-investigation-prompts-emergencyrescue-300-plus-slaves
•

In response to the AP's findings, an Indonesian delegation visited the island village of Benjina on
Friday and offered immediate evacuation after finding brutal conditions, down to an “enforcer” paid
to beat men up.

“Creation of AIIB all about China’s hubris”
[SCMP link—April 6, 2015]
•

But not for nothing does China's own name for itself translate into English as “centre of the world”
(and you thought it meant “middle kingdom”, did you?).

“China Kicks Off New Web Crackdown”
www.foreignpolicy.com/2015/04/04/china-censorship-internet-porn-rumors-crackdown
•

With the “sweep out porn, strike at rumors” campaign now entering its third year right on schedule, it
seems that stricter online policing may really have become the new normal.

“China Steps Back”
www.nytimes.com/2015/04/06/opinion/china-steps-back.html
•

In fact, the United States government has nothing to fear from the A.I.I.B; its opposition is
misguided. The bank's creation will not enhance China's global power at the expense of the United
States. If anything, Beijing's attempt to go multilateral is a step backward: It's a concession that
China's established practice of promoting bilateral initiatives in the developing world has backfired.
Once again, anxiety about China supplanting the United States as the world's leading power is
undermining cool-headed analysis.

The NYT adds: “Ho-fung Hung is associate professor of Sociology at Johns Hopkins University and the
author of the forthcoming book, ‘The China Boom: Why China Will Not Rule the World.’”
Yep, an op-ed in America's—and the war industry's—newspaper of record.
If you want to know who's friend and foe, just close your eyes.

1341.
No Mere Mess Of Monkey-Snake
April 7, 2015
I could send you a mess of Monkey-Snake—it's on a roll today—or I could more usefully call your attention
to yesterday's “In Total, How Much Damage Have Our Enemies Inflicted?” and also let you know that a .pdf
of this year's mailings is free for the asking and a little smaller than 1 MB.
This article from “Reuters,” however—well, you just have to see it to believe it—and no, it's not really from
the ONION, at least I don't think so.
“U.S. defense chief says influence at risk without Asia trade pact”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/07/us-usa-trade-carter-idUSKBN0MX18P20150407
•
•

•

In fact, Carter said, passing the agreement “is as important to me as another aircraft carrier.”
Writing in the New York Times on Friday, two former U.S. [State Department and Treasury]
officials said a TPP failure would “further rattle” allies already concerned about U.S. reliability after
the 2013 U.S. government shutdown and Obama's failure to act on Syria.
[Etc. You can't make this stuff up.]

I'll paste some of my own propaganda below. Scroll down.
You'll know what to do.
—
[“High Praise from Good Men”—blurbs from page 2 of this compendium]

1342.
We Need Us
April 8, 2015
What's the difference between child-like and child-ish?
Children want to grow up.
“The strange rise of children’s books for adults, decoded”
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/innovations/wp/2015/04/07/the-strange-rise-of-childrens-books-for-adultsdecoded
•

The No. 1 and No. 2 best-selling books on Amazon right now are coloring books for adults. Let that
sink in for a few minutes. And it's not just a fluke—there are several other coloring books for adults
now hitting the bestseller lists around the world. In fact, in the UK, five of the top 10 titles are now
adult coloring books.

“Letters to a President: Return to Sender”
http://blog.nader.org/2015/04/08/return-to-sender-closing-off-the-peoples-media
•

Dear President Obama, I am enclosing . . . over 100 letters that I sent to you and President George W.
Bush (from 2001 to 2015). They were almost entirely unanswered and unacknowledged.

“Table B-1. Employees on nonfarm payrolls by industry sector and selected industry detail—March
2015”
www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t17.htm
•

Manufacturing jobs: up +28,000 from February 2015, not seasonally adjusted

“the catholic church and indulgences -- 4/08/15”
www.delanceyplace.com/view_archives.php?2767&p=2767
•

And as they got ever easier to buy and promised more forgiveness, they became wildly popular
among ordinary Catholics. Indulgences were, however, more than a financial lifeline. They also
helped medieval Roman Popes withstand challenges to their secular power.

“Americans, Japanese: Mutual Respect 70 Years After the End of WWII”
www.pewglobal.org/2015/04/07/americans-japanese-mutual-respect-70-years-after-the-end-of-wwii

•

Americans' views of Japan and of issues in Asia that affect U.S.-Japan relations are informed by the
news media, as are Japanese views of the U.S.

“Japan mulls injecting 1.5 billion dollars into China-led bank”
www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/japan-mulls-injecting-15-billion-dollars-into-china-led-bank-a44838452.html
•

A government draft paper pointed out the benefits of being directly involved in the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank's (AIIB) rule-making process as well as possible improved relations
between Tokyo and Beijing as a result, Kyodo News agency reported.

“Commentary: Could Japanese vivisection of US POWs be harbinger of scores of further unknown
atrocities?”
[Xinhua link—April 7, 2015]
•

Furthermore, it is high time for Japan to reflect on why it has still not reconciled with its neighboring
countries over historical issues in seven decades, as in the same time the world has witnessed the
reconciliation between Germany and France and saw that they together forged the integration of
Europe.

“Survey: China bests Japan on economic ties”
[China Daily link—April 8, 2015]
•

“Americans' views on the relative importance of economic ties with Japan and China divide along
generational, racial and partisan lines,” the report said.

“E-Commerce Firms, Investors Take Note as China’s Shoppers Look Overseas”
[Caixin link—April 6, 2015]
•

The larger companies are also working together. Amazon.com, the industry leader from the United
States, is set to open a store on [Alibaba Group's] Tmall International in April. Amazon said it would
send products including clothing, alcohol and kitchenware directly to China and sell them on
Tmall.com. Tmall said that working with Amazon allows it to trade access to its large base of
customers for access to a large supply of American brands.

“Alibaba makes move into auto industry”
[China Daily link—April 8, 2015]
•

Alibaba Group has set up an auto business division aimed at providing one-stop services ranging
from sales, second-hand car transactions to motor financing, announced the e-commerce behemoth
on Wednesday.

“No. 710: March Employment and Unemployment, Money Supply M3”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-710-march-employment-and-unemployment-money-supply-m3

•

March 2015 Unemployment: 5.5% (U.3), 10.9% (U.6), 23.1% (ShadowStats)

Our children will follow our example.

1343.
Not Quite Awake
April 9, 2015
“However the mystic traditions differ, he said, they are in accord in calling us to a deeper awareness of the
very act of living itself. The unpardonable sin, in Campbell's book, was the sin of inadvertence, of not being
alert, not quite awake.”
— from its introduction, The Power of Myth
“All Tibet temples required to fly national flag”
[Global Times link—April 9, 2015]
•

“The clause about the subsidy bonus is an important stimulus for monasteries and their clergy to
abide by law and maintain social stability,” Lhapa, a monk at Jokhang Temple, told the Xinhua News
Agency.

“Commentary: U.S. meddling in South China Sea means fishing for trouble”
[Xinhua link—April 9, 2015]
•

Such behavior is motivated by the U.S. assumption that China, now a global economic heavyweight,
may seek to overturn U.S. supremacy in global politics and its overwhelming military presence in
many regions. However, the truth is that China has honored its commitment to peaceful development
and never wants to compete for influence with other countries, including the United States.

“China opens training center for Confucius Institute teachers”
[Xinhua link—April 9, 2015]
•

The center in Beijing Language and Culture University will provide language and culture training for
teachers and volunteers of Confucius Institutes in different countries. It is designed to train 3,500
teachers and volunteers each year. Overseas branches will also be set up and online training will also
be made available, said a spokesperson with the university.

“Chinese peacekeepers to exceed 3,000 by year end”
[PLA Daily website—April 8, 2015]
•

A peaceful and tranquil life is the shared yearning of people from all countries in the world, and also
the aim of the Chinese military. Over the 25 years, the Chinese military has undertaken more and
more responsibilities in safeguarding world peace, according to Li [Xinhua, deputy director of the

Peacekeeping Affairs Office of the Ministry of National Defense (MND) of the People's Republic of
China (PRC), on April 7, 2015].
“China: Projections of power”
www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/12424108-da0b-11e4-9b1c-00144feab7de,Authorised=false.html
•

While official figures may understate total defence spending, even taking into account items usually
left out of the tally only brings the total to about 2-2.1 per cent of GDP—nowhere near militarised
nations such as Israel or the Arab Gulf states, which spend about 6-10 per cent of GDP on military
budgets. That percentage has not changed significantly, since military spending has been growing in
line with the Chinese economy.

“Hyping the Iranian ‘Threat’”
www.consortiumnews.com/2015/04/09/hyping-the-iranian-threat
•

Iran hasn't invaded another country for centuries and is helping the U.S. push back against the Islamic
State in Iraq, but Israeli leaders and American neocons want to enlist the West in the Saudi cause of
promoting Sunni Islam over Shiite Islam, while America's interests suffer, as ex-CIA analyst Paul R.
Pillar explains.

“USAF Plans for Radical F-35 Upgrade Reveal Obsolescence”
www.defense-aerospace.com/article-view/feature/162520/usaf-plans-for-radical-upgrade-reveal-f_35obsolescence.html
•

Foreign buyers of the F-35A may not be aware that the US Air Force is already looking to upgrade its
radar, avionics and engine because—a year before its IOC [Initial Operational Capability]—the
current aircraft already cannot match “rapid technology development by potential adversaries.”

“Japan to test fly F-3 stealth fighter this summer”
www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20150407000126&cid=1101
•

The highly anticipated F-3, Japan's first domestically-made stealth jet, is aiming to conduct test
flights this summer, reports the PLA Daily, a China-based media outlet for the People's Liberation
Army.

“Royal Dutch Shell Deal Is More Evidence Of Corporate America’s Lost Bragging Rights"
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/04/09/royal-dutchshell-deal-is-more-evidence-corporateamerica-is-losing-bigness-bragging-rights
•

Why has the United States been losing out in the superlatives game? Several factors are clearly
involved, of which the most obvious is the rise of stock options in American business culture.

When the Way does not prevail in your state, be ashamed of yourself—with apologies to Confucius.

1344.
Words With Four Letters
April 10, 2015
Love and hate come to mind. We no longer understand the political and economic difference. This hurts our
loved ones.
“Madagascar’s Chinese Vanilla”
www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2015/04/madagascar-chinese-vanilla150408133625594.html
•

Madagascar is the leading exporter of vanilla, one of the world's most valuable and sought-after
spices. Yet despite accounting for almost half of global production, the island state's traditional
farmers are struggling to earn a living. A recent influx of Chinese investors has led to increased
productivity to meet rising international demand. But many local growers say they have not been
reaping the benefits as most of the profits have been flowing into foreign hands.

“East Asian influx slowly changes East Lansing”
www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/04/07/east-asian-influx-slowly-changes-eastlansing/25443757
•

Part of the growth was due to MSU's outreach in China. University officials have attended education
expos in Shanghai and Beijing, and visited numerous high school classrooms, Zhao said. That has
led to 8,000-10,000 Chinese student applicants annually for the past three years. Meanwhile, China's
middle class can afford to send its children abroad for an education, and feel the U.S. system is
superior to China's, he added.

“protectionist america”
www.delanceyplace.com/view_archives.php?2753&p=2753
•

However, the Republican party of Abraham Lincoln was highly protectionist, and the U.S. grew to be
the world's economic colossus with a consistently high level of protectionism. It was only in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, after its manufacturing supremacy was well established, that
the U.S. began to selectively adopt a free trade policy as a means of expanding its markets on a
country-by-country basis.

“The Moral Urgency of Anna Karenina”
www.commentarymagazine.com/article/the-moral-urgency-of-anna-karenina

•

In his time, Tolstoy was known as a nyetovshcik—one who says no (nyet) to what almost all educated
people believed. If anything, his views are even more at odds with educated opinion today. In this
novel's rejection of romantic love, in its challenge to the inauthentic ways intellectuals think, in its
trust in practice over theory, and above all, in its defense of the prosaic virtues exhibited by Dolly—
in all these ways, Anna Karenina challenges us today with ever-increasing urgency.

“As Colombian Oil Money Flowed To Clintons, State Department Took No Action To Prevent Labor
Violations”
www.ibtimes.com/colombian-oil-money-flowed-clintons-state-department-took-no-action-prevent-labor1874464
•

After millions of dollars were pledged by the oil company to the Clinton Foundation—supplemented
by millions more from Giustra himself—Secretary Clinton abruptly changed her position on the
controversial U.S.-Colombia trade pact. Having opposed the deal as a bad one for labor rights back
when she was a presidential candidate in 2008, she now promoted it, calling it “strongly in the
interests of both Colombia and the United States.”

“The Secret History of Globalization”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/10/the-secret-history-of-globalization
•

[A rant, but a strangely interesting one.]

“Word of the Week: To Be Johnned”
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/2015/04/word-of-the-week-to-be-johnned
•

Ou's case is similar to that of Chinese-American businessman and Weibo celebrity Charles Xue, who
in 2013 was detained for soliciting a prostitute, only to appear on national television confessing to
“irresponsibility in spreading information online” several days later. The prostitution charge
appeared to be an excuse to publicly shame Xue for his outspokenness online.

“James Webb, War Novelist”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/james-webb-war-novelist
•

James Webb is hardly a pacifist, but next to Hillary Clinton he is a virtual Smedley Butler: the peace
candidate, a sharp critic of our Middle Eastern entanglements and their architects. [. . .] It is
impossible to read Webb and conclude that he has anything but loathing for the Fortunate Sons—the
Jeb Bushes and Mitt Romneys—and the epicene polemicists who do their masters' bidding.

Nowadays, when we choose Presidents, and follow the leaders, it's because they're “johnnable”—or
controllable or blackmailable—enough to attract cautious investors.
We didn't used to hate ourselves without knowing what we were doing.

1345.
Dumber Than A Death Wish
April 12, 2015
The “Great Cannon” is getting a lot of attention. Good grief. Our hardware comes from the Chinese
Communist Party. And we're worried about software? Could we be any dumber? Really, is it even
possible?
“China-led Asian bank challenges US dominance of global economy”
[SCMP link—April 11, 2015]
•

This is where China's financial muscle and political will comes in.

“Shanghai tops New York as IPO leader”
[China Daily link—April 11, 2015]
•

Shanghai has edged out New York to become the global leader for new company listings during the
first quarter after raising 33.4 billion yuan ($5.4 billion). A report from accountants Deloitte Touche
Tohmatsu Ltd. on Friday showed that the Shanghai Stock Exchange surpassed rivals New York and
Hong Kong for the first time when it came to initial public offerings.

“China Voice: A growing power with a mission of peace”
[Xinhua link—April 10, 2015]
•

China does not have any military bases overseas.

“China’s Great Cannon”
https://citizenlab.org/2015/04/chinas-great-cannon
•

A technologically simple change in the Great Cannon's configuration, switching to operating on
traffic from a specific IP address rather than to a specific address, would allow its operator to deliver
malware to targeted individuals who communicates with any Chinese server not employing
cryptographic protections.

“China threatens to suspend web portal’s news services”
www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/china-threatens-to-suspend-web-portals-news-services-a44875327.html

•

Sina's executives pledged to intensify censorship and publish more information with “positive
energy,” Xinhua said.

“U.S. RMB exchange rate accusation unjustified: experts”
[Xinhua link—April 11, 2015]
•

China's foreign exchange reserves have fallen to 3.84 trillion U.S. dollars by the end of last year from
a peak of 3.99 trillion dollars, according to China's State Administration of Foreign Exchange
(SAFE), the country's top forex regulator.

Yeah, that's the trick. There oughta be a law. We need to keep these foreigners from manipulating our
currency.
Could we be any dumber?

1346.
Deficit in Goods, Bill Clinton to Date: $11.17 Trillion U.S.
Dollars
April 12, 2015
“Historical Series”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/historical
•
•

U.S. trade deficit in goods, January 1976 to February 2015: $12.38 Trillion Dollars
U.S. trade deficit in goods, January 1993 [Clinton inauguration] to February 2015: $11.17 Trillion
Dollars

“He Fought the Law”
www.literaryreview.co.uk/mirsky_04_15.php
•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

He and his immediate and extended family, and sometimes his supporters and friends, suffered
everything the Party doles out short of execution: threats, beatings, imprisonment and house arrest—
from which, totally sightless, he managed to escape to the US embassy in Beijing and, finally, to
America.
If you suppose that post-Mao, post-Deng Xiaoping China has reformed mightily, consider this from
only four years ago. The scene is Chen's tiny house. . . .
“You're barely human,” they say. “Where did you get that wife, and why don't you get a better one?
[. . .] We want you and your whole family to be miserable, to have no way to go forward, no way to
live, no way to go on.”
He was punished for demanding the benefits that Chinese law specifies for the disabled, discovering
very quickly that the legislation had been promulgated to persuade foreigners that China was
reforming.
Once in the American embassy Chen was initially welcomed. Soon, however, according to his
account, he discovered that the secretary of state Hillary Clinton, who had earlier bewailed his ordeal
and upheld his case, was now, together with President Obama, afraid that shielding Chen would
imperil US-Chinese trade.
“I was dumbfounded, stung. So this was the America we all put on a pedestal. [. . .] The moral
authority lay unquestionably in the hands of the Americans; why, then, would the country we all
revered for its values choose to turn away from human rights?”
Clinton, when she visited Beijing, declined to meet Chen, although they exchanged two mutually
unintelligible sentences on the phone.
Beyond the luxury hotels and showcase projects of Beijing and Shanghai sits a barbaric dictatorship
masquerading as a government.

First steps forgotten. History blind,
We're connected to our roots by a credit line.

1347.
What An Honest Guy
April 13, 2015
Useful, and keenly interesting:
“Chinese company’s Washington-built plane makes its first flight”
www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/techflash/2015/04/chinese-companys-washington-built-plane-makesits.html
•

On the top end, Chinese [Communist Party] -owned Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China,
better known as Comac, is developing an aircraft called the C919, intended to directly challenge
Boeing's 737.

“Johnson Controls inks deal creating Chinese auto interiors joint venture”
www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2015/04/10/johnson-controls-inks-deal-creatingchinese-auto.html
•

Under the terms of the agreement, [state (Chinese Communist Party) -owned] Yanfeng will hold a 70
percent share in the joint venture. Johnson Controls will hold a 30 percent share.

“China Q1 foreign trade dips 6 pct”
[Xinhua link—April 13, 2015]
•

Exports rose by 4.9 percent from a year earlier to 3.15 trillion yuan, while imports shrank by 17.3
percent to 2.39 trillion yuan, according to data from the General Administration of Customs (GAC).
Trade surplus exploded 6.1 times to 755.3 billion yuan in the first three months.

“Beijing blocks Taiwan from becoming founding member of China-led AIIB”
[SCMP link—April 13, 2015]
•

However, there had been uncertainty over Taiwan's bid because the other applicant[s] are all nation
states, while the mainland regards the island as a renegade province since the end of the civil war in
1949.

“Shenzhen citizen’s entry to Hong Kong restricted”
[Beijing Times link—April 13, 2015]
•

The decision was made by the central government after huge numbers of tourists from the mainland
put a strain on Hong Kong's accommodation capacity, the circular said.

“Outlawing public opinion in Spain”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2015/04/outlawing-public-opinion-spain-150410082431492.html
•

These punitive measures are especially handy, of course, in an era of brutal austerity measures, home
evictions, and other government efforts in Spain that have triggered collective action on a mass
scale.

“The Making of Hillary Clinton”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/13/80658
•

First in a three-part series.

“Student Loans Owned and Securitized, Outstanding”
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/SLOAS
•

2014, Q4: $1,325,308,500,000

“Total Consumer Loans Owned by Federal Government, Outstanding”
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/TOTALGOV
•

2015-02: $876,133,200,000

“Here’s the powerful essay that got a high school senior into all 8 Ivy League schools”
www.businessinsider.com/powerful-college-essay-got-high-school-student-accepted-to-all-8-ivy-leagueschools-2015-4
•

The 17-year-old plans to become a neurosurgeon after he finishes college and medical school,
eventually going into public policy. To this end, Agbafe said he was looking for a school with strong
government, economics, and science programs.

I once wrote a similarly powerful essay, and my high school English teacher handed it back to me with no
grade, just a little red-ink drawing of a shovel. I'll never forget that. What a great guy. Yale-educated, too.
That was a long time ago.

1348.
(All Americans Are In) The Bottom 100 Percent
April 15, 2015
We are The Bottom 100%.
Isolated in time, the mental and emotional shortcuts—
•
•

Top 1%
Bottom 99%

—can be useful, and accurate, but only temporarily so.
“Deindustrialization” means that—sooner than we realize, and ready or not—
•

1 + 99 = 100

All Americans are in The Bottom 100 Percent.
“And none of you stand so tall / All of us gonna get us all”
—or maybe not.
“22-Year-Old Commits Suicide at Capitol to Send Congress a Message”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2015/04/22-year-old-commits-suicide-at-capitol-to-send-congress-a-message
•

The message he delivered to his Congress—tax the one percent—has yet to be explored by any major
news outlet in connection with this tragedy. Was the message of Leo P. Thornton of Lincolnwood,
Illinois a critical piece of information for this Congress to hear at this moment in American history?

“The Power of Lies”
www.paulcraigroberts.org/2015/04/13/power-lies
•

What makes me uncomfortable is the transformation of Lincoln, a tyrant who was an agent for the
One Percent and was willing to destroy any and every thing in behalf of empire, into a civil rights
hero.

“Deindustrialization, NATO-Style”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/15/deindustrialization-nato-style

•

Wherever we went, there was no military value in the facilities that NATO chose to destroy. Indeed,
the common criterion was that state-owned and worker cooperative factories and plants that
supported many people were singled out. The apparent intent was to drive much of the population
into destitution and make people more amenable to demands to install government eager to do the
West's bidding.

“The Seeds of Corruption”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/14/hrc-and-the-arkansas-elite
•

Second in a three-part series.

“Secrecy, Intransigence and War”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/15/secrecy-intransigence-and-war
•

Last of a three-part series.

About these articles about Clinton:
They're excellent—and essential reading—but strangely silent about China, especially considering the PLA's
role in our 1996 presidential campaign. In my experience, CounterPunch has always had a blind spot when
it comes to Communist China; and, to varying degrees, the same can be said for most left-leaning journalists,
who tend to deny the realities of Chinese-flavored Communism. On the other hand, most right-leaning
journalists seem to be writing about a nonexistent Chinese Capitalist Party. It could be interesting to change
the Party's name—but nothing else—to watch how the partisans go crazy.
Regarding Hillary, specifically, nobody knew her better than John Adams when he said:
•

“Let us disappoint the men who would raise themselves upon the ruin of our country.”

Just kidding.
John Adams knew a lot of people.

1349.
Certain Proclivities
April 16, 2015
When's the last time you actually learned something from a leader of the free world?
“China is a ‘major driver’ of environmental degradation in Latin America”
[Diálogo Chino link—April 15, 2015]
•

•

These investments, mostly by China's state-led policy banks, enable the construction of dams, roads,
ports and mines that act as a “major driver” of the degradation of sensitive Latin American
environments, the paper says. Investments have stimulated the growth of a trade relationship that
yields some of the most striking findings. Around 100 billion cubic metres of water, almost the same
volume as Lake Nicaragua, the largest freshwater reserve in Central America, was embedded in Latin
American exports to China in 2012 alone, the paper revealed.
At the same time, importing Chinese manufactured products has had a detrimental impact on Latin
American manufacturing. Not only has the share of higher value-added activities fallen over the last
10 years, the prospect of social conflicts has risen as new jobs created in resource-based industries
have been far fewer than those lost in manufacturing.

“The 15 Diseases of Leadership, According to Pope Francis”
www.hbr.org/2015/04/the-15-diseases-of-leadership-according-to-pope-francis
•

Through the years, I've heard dozens of management experts enumerate the qualities of great leaders.
Seldom, though, do they speak plainly about the “diseases” of leadership. The Pope is more
forthright. He understands that as human beings we have certain proclivities—not all of them noble.
Nevertheless, leaders should be held to a high standard, since their scope of influence makes their
ailments particularly infectious.

“China’s Big Reserves of Grain Come with Equally Big Problems”
[Caixin link—April 16, 2015]
•

•

Ning Gaoning, chairman of state-owned food supplier and major exporter COFCO Group, said that
from a global perspective, the only solution to food security is free trade. “We used 7 percent of
global land to feed 20 percent of the world's population, but that can be achieved only at a stage of
low consumption,” Ning said.
“No matter how the structure of the industry is adjusted, food security must be guaranteed,” said Ye
Zhengin, head of the development department at the agriculture ministry. Ye said the key to this
security is to ensure growth in the capacity to produce grain production, rather than annual
production volume. Fang [Yan of the National Development and Reform Commission] said the
country will make sure at least 95 percent of its grain demand is self-supplied.

For some reason, this “grain reserves” article reminds me of genocide.
Ah, now I remember:
•

•
•

•

THE GREATEST GENOCIDE IN ALL OF HUMAN HISTORY WAS A TEMPORARY (19581962) FEATURE OF CHINESE POLICY: UP TO 45 MILLION DEAD FROM STARVATION
WHILE THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC CONTINUED TO EXPORT EGGS, PORK, AND RICE AND
THEIR FOOD WAREHOUSES STAYED FULL.
IF ONLY HALF OF CHINA'S GRAIN RESERVES HAD BEEN RELEASED TO THE PEOPLE,
NO ONE WOULD HAVE DIED.
THIS IS THE FUTURE WE RISK WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF A CHINESE-MADE
PRODUCT, EVERY INVESTMENT IN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, CHINESE
COMMUNIST PARTY, AND PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY. THEY ARE ALL THREE ONE
AND THE SAME, AND FOR THE SAKE OF SOMEBODY'S CHILDREN,
WE'D BETTER GET A CLUE.

—from #765, We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children
I must be getting old. I'm beginning to repeat myself—and so loudly!

1350.
Any Citizen Can Expose This Fraud
April 17, 2015
In 1988, the League of Women Voters, refusing “to help perpetrate a fraud,” withdrew its sponsorship of the
presidential debates. In the 2016 election cycle, any citizen can expose this fraud for what it is. No honest,
reasonably informed, and (did I say?) honest citizen can lose a presidential debate (or anything) to a
Democrat or Republican. Honest citizens can participate—crash the parties—by posting their own responses
to the debate questions on YouTube.
At least think about it. In 30 seconds or less, you could make the presidential candidates look like
prevaricating spokesmonkeys.
And speaking of frauds, I'll include this:
“Labor: We won’t be fooled again on trade”
www.politico.com/story/2015/04/labor-we-wont-be-fooled-again-on-trade-117029.html
It says nothing about the:
•
•

Foolish union workers who spent their American wages on foreign goods and services.
Foolish union officials who betrayed their American members for a chance to organize in foreign
countries.

G.B. Shaw said:
“Power does not corrupt men; fools, however, if they get into a position of power, corrupt power.”

1351.
Report Cards, Fruits, and Vegetables
April 18, 2015
“Current account balance compares a country's net trade in goods and services, plus net earnings, and net
transfer payments to and from the rest of the world during the period specified. These figures are calculated
on an exchange rate basis.”
“Current Account Balance — 2014”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
Top 6 of 193:
•
•
•
•
•
•

+$257.7 billions — Germany
+$204.3 billions — China
+$108.7 billions — Saudi Arabia
+$ 79.2 billions — Netherlands
+$ 79.0 billions — South Korea
+$ 76.2 billions — Switzerland

Bottom 6 of 193:
•
•
•
•
•
•

-$ 43.0 billions — India
-$ 47.5 billions — Turkey
-$ 50.8 billions — Canada
-$ 80.9 billions — Brazil
-$117.9 billions — United Kingdom
-$385.8 billions — United States

“Fruits and Vegetables Are Trying to Kill You”
www.nautil.us/issue/15/turbulence/fruits-and-vegetables-are-trying-to-kill-you
•

These recommendations end up sounding rather grandmotherly—if your grandmother was a spartan,
no-nonsense peasant who lived off the land. But the underlying thrust contradicts assumptions about
the need to protect oneself from hardship. Certain kinds of difficulty, it turns out, may be required
for health. That's because health doesn't result solely from the instructions your genome contains, but
from your relationship with the wider world. Resilience isn't completely inherent to your body; it's
cultivated by outside stimuli. And some of those stimuli just happen to be mildly noxious, slightly
stressful chemicals in plants.

Certain kinds of difficulty, it turns out, are required to recognize difficulty.

When the Way does not prevail—
We'd all be richer with a poor President.

1352.
I Love the Smell . . . in the Morning
April 19, 2015
Reader Beware:
“At Global Economic Gathering, U.S. Primacy Is Seen as Ebbing”
www.nytimes.com/2015/04/18/business/international/at-global-economic-gathering-concerns-that-us-isceding-its-leadership-role.html
•

Other officials attending the meetings this week, speaking on the condition of anonymity, agreed that
the role of the United States around the world was at the top of their concerns.

“Giant Ford and Toyota investments help fuel Mexican auto industry boom”
www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-ford-toyota-mexico-factories-20150417-story.html
•

But the trade is not completely one-sided.

“The Vietnam War, as Seen by the Victors”
www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/04/the-vietnam-war-as-seen-by-the-northvietnamese/390627
•

All Vietnamese understood that the [Communist] Party helped Vietnam win independence from
France.

In case you missed this:
“Current Account Balance — 2014”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
Top 6 of 193:
•
•
•
•
•
•

+$257.7 billions — Germany
+$204.3 billions — China
+$108.7 billions — Saudi Arabia
+$ 79.2 billions — Netherlands
+$ 79.0 billions — South Korea
+$ 76.2 billions — Switzerland

Bottom 6 of 193:

•
•
•
•
•
•

-$ 43.0 billions — India
-$ 47.5 billions — Turkey
-$ 50.8 billions — Canada
-$ 80.9 billions — Brazil
-$117.9 billions — United Kingdom
-$385.8 billions — United States

The CIA explains:
•

“Current account balance compares a country's net trade in goods and services, plus net earnings, and
net transfer payments to and from the rest of the world during the period specified. These figures are
calculated on an exchange rate basis.”

Exchange rate basis?
How deep is this hole?

1353.
Let Alone Report It Extra
April 19, 2015
Few journalists are willing to understand—
“Dissing Comfort Women, House Speaker John Boehner Panders to Japan’s Most Toxic Prime
Minister”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/04/19/dissing-comfort-women-and-other-war-victimsboehner-panders-to-japans-most-toxic-prime-minister
•

•
•

Congress now runs ever more explicitly on money—and few nations are more generous in showering
Washington with cash than Japan. Of course, it is technically illegal for foreigners to fund American
political causes—but that is the flimsiest of fig leaves. Any foreign corporation can perfectly legally
funnel money into American politics via a U.S. subsidiary.
But what does Japan want?
Principally it wants Congress to approve the so-called Trans-Pacific Partnership (the TPP). The TPP
is yet another one-sided free trade deal that is expected to be highly effective in promoting East Asian
exports to the United States. Meanwhile, all rhetoric to the contrary, it will offer few opportunities
for American exporters to sell in East Asia.

—let alone report the truth.

1354.
How’s That For Political Will?
April 20, 2015
People who consider themselves well-informed ought to consider their sources.
This question of political will.
Do we want to live and why not?
Reader Beware. Again. Add this to the foul-smelling Times (NY & LA) articles I sent you yesterday:
“Showdown on the trade pact”
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/showdown-on-the-trade-pact/2015/04/19/46bb7762-e530-11e4-b510962fcfabc310_story.html
•

By “Editorial Board” at The Washington Post

The Washington Post. The man on the dollar must be spinning in his grave.
Our grave. Yours and mine.
We'll die before we let this country live.
How's that for political will?

1355.
A Small Fraction of 24/7/365
April 21, 2015
As a fraction of 24/7/365—
—will “The News” ever have anything to do with our real needs?
We don't know anything anymore, but when we do, we don't care.
“US lets in Thai fish caught by slaves despite law”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/4ec0469cddfc4f83a79a3f4c3e5de0f7/us-lets-thai-fish-caught-slaves-despite-law
•

•

The U.S. has not enforced a law banning the import of goods made with forced labor since 2000
because of significant loopholes, The Associated Press has found. It has also spared Thailand from
sanctions slapped on other countries with weak records in human trafficking because of a complex
political relationship that includes cooperation against terrorism.
However, the Tariff Act of 1930, which gives Customs and Border Protection the authority to seize
shipments where forced labor is suspected and block further imports, has been used only 39 times in
85 years. In 11 cases, the orders detaining shipments were later revoked.

“Obama’s Republican Collaborators”
www.buchanan.org/blog/obamas-republican-collaborators-15909
•

•

Pressure for fast track is coming from two sources. First, the editorial pages of papers like The Wall
Street Journal and The Washington Post that truckle to the transnational corporations that provide the
advertising revenue stream keeping them alive. Second, Obama is relying on Congressional
Republicans who, for all their bravado about defying his usurpations, know on which side their bread
is buttered. It's the Wall Street-K Street side. Fast track is the GOP payoff to its bundlers and big
donors. And so, we must hear again all the tired talking points about free trade, soaring exports, jobs
created, etc. But what is the reality of the last quarter century of “free trade”?
We are a dependent nation now. We rely on imports for the necessities of our national life and the
vital components of our weapons systems. Hamilton must be turning over in his grave. Where once
wages rose inexorably in America and the middle class seemed ever to expand, we read today about
income inequality, the growing gap between rich and poor, and wage stagnation. Did $11 trillion in
trade deficits since Bush I have anything to do with this? Or do we think that the 55,000 factories
and the 5-6 million manufacturing jobs that went missing in the first decade of this new century had
no connection to those huge trade deficits? Is there a link perhaps between all those factories closing
in the USA and all those factories opening in China, or between a U.S. average annual growth rate of
1.8 percent since the turn of the century, and a Chinese average annual growth rate of around 10
percent? We read of China's hoard of $4 trillion in cash reserves. . . .

“War and Religion”

www.unz.com/article/war-and-religion
•
•

Traditional conservative friends of mine now rarely refer to Republicans without using the preceding
descriptor “batshit ignorant.” They are onto something.
Glenn Greenwald headlines the article on the subject “Religious fanaticism is a huge factor in
Americans' support for Israel.” In overview, the poll suggests that two out of three Republicans are
willing to support Israel “even if its interests diverge” from those of the United States. For the
Democrats it is a flip, with two-thirds saying “no.” Combining the two results, however, reveals that
only 47% of Americans believe that U.S. interests trump those of Israel.

“In Denial: The Armenian genocide, a century later”
www.thewalrus.ca/in-denial
•

•

These people would tell their haunting stories—stories that Canadians needed to hear. Unlike the
Holocaust, the Armenian genocide has not been universally acknowledged. Turkey—the successor
state to the Ottoman Empire—still refuses to admit the historical fact of the event. And with each
passing year, there are fewer and fewer survivors left to disprove the deniers with eyewitness
recollections.
In the United States, meanwhile, the government's cynical attitude toward Turkey and the Armenians
was captured in a revealing letter from Allen Dulles, then chief of the Near East desk at the State
Department. “Confidentially the State Department is in a bind,” he wrote in 1922. “Our task would
be simple if the reports of the atrocities could be declared untrue or even exaggerated but the
evidence, alas, is irrefutable.” To this day, the US government does not recognize the genocide.

“The West Snubs Russia over V-E Day”
www.consortiumnews.com/2015/04/20/the-west-snubs-russia-over-v-e-day
•
•

But what about those aging Russian veterans claiming the lion's share of credit for defeating
Germany? Do they exaggerate?
As journalist Martin Sieff keeps pointing out, the current crop of young Americans and Russians has
grown up fairly ignorant of how crucially important the Grand Alliance of WWII was to the survival
of both their great nations, but all serious Western historians recognize that the Russian people made
the greatest sacrifices. The nearly 27 million total of Soviet military and civilian dead was more than
twice the death toll of all Americans, Britons, Commonwealth citizens, French and even Germans
killed in the war combined. None other than British War Premier Winston Churchill publicly
acknowledged, “It was the Red Army that tore the guts out of the Wehrmacht.” Over 80 percent of
the German soldiers killed in World War II died fighting the Red Army.

Now compare Western civilians being lost to deindustrialization and global economic warfare.
Americans are dying 24/7/365.
You'd think we'd hear about it on the news.

1356.
Dangerous Forms
April 22, 2015
Can there be any doubt? We get the country we deserve—the leaders and the economy we deserve.
How sad is this? We'll never live long enough to get the ingratitude.
“Political Correctness is a More Dangerous Form of Totalitarianism”
www.bigthink.com/videos/slavoj-zizek-political-correctness-is-fake
•

These were obscene racist jokes, but their effect was a wonderful sense of shared, obscene
solidarity.

“U.S. Treasury warns Congress currency push could derail Pacific pact”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/21/us-usa-trade-idUSKBN0NC1Z220150421
•

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jack Lew said consultations with other TPP countries showed they would
never sign up to rules that risk constraining central banks, whose easy money policies to stimulate
growth can help to weaken currencies.

“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities—February 2015”
www.treasury.gov/ticdata/Publish/mfh.txt
1. Japan
2. China, Mainland
3. Caribbean Banking Centers
“Secretary Lew Speaks On U.S.-China Economic Relations”
www.treasury.gov/press-center/news/Pages/Secretary-Lew-Speaks-On-U.S.-China-Economic-Relations.aspx
•

“Let me close by pointing out that, as President Obama has said, America and China have worked to
integrate China into the global economy because it is good for China, it is good for America, and it is
good for the world.”

“No War Crimes Here”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/22/no-war-crimes-here

•

According to a wartime report in Jane's Defence Weekly, the Pentagon was anxious to introduce the
newly developed CBU-97 cluster bomb.

“China’s Race Problem: How Beijing Represses Minorities”
www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143330/gray-tuttle/chinas-race-problem
•

Perhaps the most striking aspect of contemporary racism and ethnic prejudice in China is its
continuity with the past.

I wouldn't expect an article on Chinese racism, especially from the CFR, to be very honest or
comprehensive; and this one is not.
What typically passes for “racism” in the U.S. is economic scapegoating that could never exist in a wellmanaged American economy.
If you want your children to understand the real deal—real racism, that is—just keep buying foreign goods.

1357.
Waaa . . . Waaa . . . Waaa . . .
April 23, 2015
If fear is our fundamental emotion, we spend most of our time in denial, afraid of ourselves. We don't get a
lot of practice being human, so the context is always changing. Fear is a relative thing. When our country
had a military draft, we were afraid of war. When our country paid its way in the world, we were afraid of
debt. Today's news might be horrific, but when the horrible things are happening to somebody else—in
relative terms, are we not just that much safer?
Problem is, we don't look around anymore—not for ourselves, we don't.
“A Letter of Apology to My Grandson”
www.tomdispatch.com/post/175986/tomgram%3A_engelhardt,_the_future_foreseen_%28and_not%29
•

[Yeah, like some kid trying to survive in a deindustrialized economy is going to appreciate his fingerpointing grandfather.]

“I am a cook in the US Senate but I still need food stamps to feed my children”
www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/apr/22/i-am-a-cook-in-the-us-senate-but-i-still-need-foodstamps-to-feed-my-children
•
•

But today, they'll have to get their meals from someone else's hands, because I'm on strike.
My employer, Compass Group, is renewing its contract with the US government today—but none of
the senators or government officials to whom we serve food asked me or my co-workers whether this
multinational corporation, headquartered in the United Kingdom, is treating American workers right.

Oh for Christ's sake. . . .
Look around.
Look for yourself.
Now do something about it—before your country all happens to you.

1358.
Transcript from The Ministry of Truth, Treason, and Trade
April 24, 2015
For Immediate Release, April 23, 2015—
“Remarks by the President at the Organizing for Action Summit”
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/23/remarks-president-organizing-action-summit
•

“We shouldn't have ‘Made in the USA’ just apply to U.S. customers. We want ‘Made in the USA’
sold everywhere, all around the world. That's good for American businesses and American workers.
(Applause.) So when people say this trade deal is bad for working families, they don't know what
they’re talking about. I take that personally. My entire presidency has been about helping working
families. (Applause.) I've been working too hard at this. I've got some of those folks who are saying
this stuff after all I've done to help lift their industries up. I've spent six and a half years trying to
wrestle this economy out of the worst recession since the Great Depression, and rebuild it so that it
benefits working Americans. (Applause.) I've had to do it against relentless opposition.”

—The Ritz Carlton, Washington, D.C., 5:13 P.M. EDT
—
[Transcript]

1359.
Reductio Ad
April 25, 2015
Today, somewhere in the United States:
•
•
•
•
•
•

An American will buy a foreign product.
The manufacturer will use this money to buy part of the United States at a consequently reduced
price.
Another (or maybe the same) American will get a lower-wage job at the manufacturer's U.S. facility.
Profit and power will flow and accrue to the manufacturer's homeland.
The manufacturer's industry—having already relocated from the Union to the Confederacy—will
move to Mexico.
Or to someplace like Mexico.

—and so, by the end of the day, this much of our conquest will have been completed.
Now I have to ask:
•
•

How would the “superior quality” of a foreign product matter to the U.S. economy?
What if Americans purchased nothing but higher-priced, lower-quality, American-made goods?

Barely related, nearly fluff of interest:
“Why Bad News Is Good News”
www.psmag.com/books-and-culture/bad-news-is-good-news
•

Evolutionarily speaking, there are advantages to being an animal that prioritizes negative
information.

“Why can’t we read anymore?”
www.medium.com/@hughmcguire/why-can-t-we-read-anymore-503c38c131fe
•

I cannot read books because my brain has been trained to want a constant hit of dopamine, which a
digital interruption will provide.

Reductio ad I need some fresh air.

1360.
Japan, China, Common Goals
April 26, 2015
Four articles—one responsible, three ridiculous—all revealing:
“Apology Or Not, Japanese Leader’s Address To Congress Next Week Will Be A No-Win For U.S.”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/04/26/japanese-prime-ministers-address-to-congress-nextweek-will-be-a-no-win-for-the-united-states
•

In fact we are being treated to one of the most elaborate pieces of political theater of modern times.

“Commentary: Abe’s U.S. trip: sense or sensibility?”
[Xinhua link—April 26, 2015]
•

•

•

On the Capital [sic] Hill, under the global media spotlight, he should seize that opportunity to show
remorse over Japan's rightist swagger in recent years and make a long-awaited apology for his
country's wartime crimes, loud and clear. But according to media reports on the draft of his
upcoming address to the U.S. legislature, the piece, like other public statements he has made so far, is
unrepentedly [sic] preoccupied with the game of words on history and platitude rhetoric of containing
China.
These unbridled moves, out of speculative calculation to pander to the Japanese right-wingers, are
actually a slap in the face of Washington. Like other allied countries, the United States itself also
suffered huge casualties from Japan's ghastly assaults during that war and made incredible sacrifice in
defeating the island country.
And for its part, Washington should also refrain from the urge to take Tokyo as an instrument to
pursue its decades-old policy of containing China in pushing forward its “pivot to Asia” initiative.
After all, such a capricious and provocative ally as Japan has been proved to be a trouble maker,
which has frequently tousled the stability of the Asia-Pacific region, and embroiled the U.S. in its
squabbles with irritated neighbors over historical feuds and territory brawls.

“Lopsided alliance shows Japan’s lack of clout”
[Global Times link—April 26, 2015]
•

•

Japan remains the most loyal ally and favorite lever of the US in geopolitics. Considering the fact
that Japan itself is quite strong in many terms, such a lopsided alliance is not normal in international
relations. Perhaps the changing climate of Asia is pushing Japan to fawn on the US more
vigorously.
Japan is no longer qualified to be in the three-party China-Japan-US relationship. It has reduced
itself to a bargaining chip in Washington's China policy. The US is employing the “carrot and stick”

approach to Japan—giving Abe a courteous reception on the surface but imposing pressures on him
on certain issues—so that Washington is able to keep a condescending position toward Japan.
“China Voice: Double-faced Abe lets the world down”
[Xinhua link—April 25, 2015]
•
•
•

A prime minister who speaks one way and acts another is a danger to his nation. Such duplicity is
not the act of a gentleman.
His consistent double-dealing has disappointed the world and drawn rebukes both at home and
abroad.
Past aggression led by Japanese militarists brought atrocities to people around the world, not to
mention trauma and economic depression in Japan. However, Japan's postwar suspension of military
forces and sobering remorse once made it the world's second largest economy. The people of Japan
and the world will not allow that progress to be halted by the Abe government.

Chinese commonly describe Japanese as “two-faced.”
Chairman Mao described Chinese bureaucrats as “eight-sided.”
In any case, behind the scenes, China and Japan work very well together. Any trade agreement to further
deindustrialize the U.S. is a common goal.

1361.
Promiscuous Reading, Tooth Enamel
April 27, 2015
Reading Around:
“The Reasons We Deny Luck”
www.farnamstreetblog.com/2015/04/deny-luck
•

We are culturally conditioned to deny the role of luck because of its impact on our search for
meaning.

“Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, post 12 May 1780”
www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/doc?id=L17800512jasecond
•

“The Science of Government it is my Duty to study, more than all other Studies Sciences: the Art of
Legislation and Administration and Negotiation, ought to take place, indeed to exclude in a manner
all other Arts. I must study Politicks and War that my sons may have liberty to study Painting and
Poetry Mathematicks and Philosophy. My sons ought to study Mathematicks and Philosophy,
Geography, natural History, Naval Architecture, navigation, Commerce and Agriculture, in order to
give their Children a right to study Painting, Poetry, Musick, Architecture, Statuary, Tapestry and
Porcelaine.”

“The Middle East’s Pivot to Asia”
www.foreignpolicy.com/2015/04/24/the-middle-easts-pivot-to-asia-china
•
•

Soft power is not something less than hard power—even if it sounds that way.
[Ignore the TPP pitch.]

“Why So Many Americans Feel So Powerless”
www.robertreich.org/post/117461327725
•
•

A large part of the reason is we have fewer choices than we used to have. In almost every area of our
lives, it's now take it or leave it.
[Ignore everything from this fraud.]

“praying the saloon shut”
www.delanceyplace.com/view_archives.php?2780&p=2780

•

They turned, feeling ashamed of themselves for what they had been about to do. They skulked away,
hoping that loved ones had not seen them.

“Take That, Christian Right -- Americans Go To Church About As Much As Godless Europeans”
www.alternet.org/belief/take-christian-right-americans-go-church-about-much-godless-europeans
•

Research shows that pews are about half as full as they would be if Americans were telling the truth
about church attendance.

“U.S. Public Health Service Recommendation for Fluoride Concentration in Drinking Water for the
Prevention of Dental Caries”
www.publichealthreports.org/documents/PHS_2015_Fluoride_Guidelines.pdf
•

This updated [from 1962] guidance is intended to apply to community water systems that currently
fluoridate, or that will initiate fluoridation, and is based on considerations that include . . . Trends in
the prevalence and severity of dental fluorosis.

The U.S. Public Health Service says it's worried about our tooth enamel.
I wonder:
If the Affordable Care Act covered dental, would the U.S. Public Health Service recommend bleaching,
whitening, and electronic brushing?

1362.
Our Day-to-Day Experience and All Five Senses
April 28, 2015
I really have to wonder about these “economists” and their expert opinions that contradict our day-to-day
experience and all five senses. What do I care if an “economist” said something? Might as well be a
“businessman” or a “teacher” or a “religious person.” Now if the expert also happens to be a “famous”
expert—well, I'd kind of like to know why. I just watched Tavis Smiley and Joseph Stiglitz on PBS. The
subject was the TPP. The interview was pathetic. You'd think an MIT globalist with a so-called “Nobel”
from the Swedish central bank would understand the real American economy. Or maybe he does.
The TPP is getting a lot of attention, which is good—but for the wrong reasons, I'm afraid, which is not so
good. There's more to our pain, more to deindustrialization, than the Big Bad Corporation—and it's high
time we rose to an occasion.
Today's Fun:
“Nepal Puts Politics Ahead of Lives”
www.thinking-taiwan.com/nepal-puts-politics-ahead-of-lives
•

Taiwan is ready to send rescue teams to quake-hit Nepal, but Beijing-friendly Kathmandu says no
thanks.

“Massive trade deal could come down to two things: Rice and cars”
www.politico.com/story/2015/04/massive-trade-deal-could-come-down-to-just-two-things-rice-and-cars117398.html
•

Tokyo wants the U.S., long protective of its auto industry, to drop tariffs on cars, trucks and auto
parts.

It could be bad for Detroit, I suppose, if Japan gained a foothold in the U.S. auto market.

1363.
Hit the Snooze and Pity the Fool
April 29, 2015
Once more unto:
“Gross Domestic Product: First Quarter 2015 (Advance Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2015/pdf/gdp1q15_adv.pdf
•

The [0.2 percent] increase in real GDP in the first quarter reflected positive contributions from
personal consumption expenditures (PCE) and private inventory investment that were partly offset by
negative contributions from exports, nonresidential fixed investment, and state and local government
spending. Imports, which are a subtraction in the calculation of GDP, increased.

“The ship of fools and the country of fools”
www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20150428000283
•

Those who were forced to board the ship of fools suffered enormously. Those who willingly boarded
the ship. . . . Speaking of fools, we often see foolish politicians who ruin their bright careers by
taking bribes from corporate moguls.

“Abe said he felt ‘deep repentance’ at World War II memorial”
www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/abe-says-he-felt-deep-repentence-at-world-war-ii-memorial-a45038098.html
•

Abe then introduced two soldiers—one American, one Japanese—sitting in the gallery who fought
against each other in the Pacific during World War II and now work toward reconciliation.

“Wang Jianlin, a Billionaire at the Intersection of Business and Power in China”
www.nytimes.com/2015/04/29/world/asia/wang-jianlin-abillionaire-at-the-intersection-of-business-andpower-in-china.html
•

“A yearlong examination of his success by The New York Times casts a light on the murky
intersection of business and power at the heights of the Chinese economy, where market competition
is often warped by the whims of Communist Party leaders.”

Like I said:
“The New York Times should change its name to The Beijing Times and just get it over with.” — #46 of
October 23, 2009

Lots of damage in the meantime.
Fools have slept through even more.

1364.
Why Pretend That Justice And Deindustrialization Can
Coexist?
April 30, 2015
Why pretend that justice and deindustrialization can coexist?
Money talks.
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
•

[What? And risk my credit rating?]

“Lawless President Obama Chides Baltimore ‘Criminals And Thugs,’ Ignores Savagery Of Baltimore
Police”
www.blackagendareport.com/nonviolence-and-hypocrisy
•

Along with the president, Baltimore mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake also drew the line at protesters
interfering with the private property of others.

“When Will Apple Stop Screwing the U.S. Economy?”
www.moneyballeconomics.com/when-will-apple-stop-screwing-the-us-economy
•

The issue at hand is the way Apple's relentless greed has undermined the US economy and damaged
its future industrial competitiveness. All so Apple can make $5 more per phone.

“Self-Propelled Artillery Market Looks to the East”
http://blog.forecastinternational.com/wordpress/self-propelled-artillery-market-looks-to-the-east
•

The [Chinese Communist Party's NORINCO] Type 88 (PLZ45) will account for 35.43 percent of
self-propelled howitzer production worldwide, worth 42.87 percent of the international market,
through 2024. The Motovilikha 2S31 Vena and Uraltransmash 2S19 Msta S continue to occupy
second and third places, respectively, in FI's market share outlook during the forecast period.

“Texas college professor tries to flunk his whole class”
www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/04/28/texas-college-professor-tries-to-flunk-hiswhole-class

•

“The administration is all about passing these kids through and making as much money as possible,”
he said.

“The Problem With Bernie”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/30/the-problem-with-bernie
•

So, even if the reader might believe President Bernie Sanders could bring us back from the precipice
we find ourselves on the edge of, the very nature of the US economic and political system ensures
that he can not. By beginning his campaign as a Democrat one wonders if he even wants to.

“No matter who you blame—Washington, Wall Street, the Big Banks, Globalization—they all have at least
one thing in common: they all get all their power from us.”
Scroll down for blueprint.
And stop wasting your time.
—
[Transcript: “How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”]

1365.
May Day in Denial
May 1, 2015
This is a good article. One problem.
There is no such thing as “China”—not since 1949—and it doesn't make us better people to pretend that
there is.
What will make us better people is the truth—no matter who criticizes, ridicules, or complains. Try it.
Delete the word “China” from your vocabulary.
Replace it with “the Chinese Communist Party” or “the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist
Party/People's Liberation Army.”
The world will come into focus. Your life will suddenly make more sense.
“Imports Are Surging From [the Chinese Communist Party] Because [the Chinese Communist Party]
Is Breaking The International Rules Of Trade, Yet The U.S. Does Nothing”
www.manufacturingnews.com/news/2015/Imports-Are-Surging-From-China-0428151.html
•

•

In a stunning report outlining the precipitous decline of American manufacturing and the “radical
restructuring of international trade” away from the United States, Preeg notes that for the first time in
history, [the Chinese Communist Party] posted a trade surplus of almost $1 trillion in 2014. At the
same time, the U.S. trade deficit is headed in the opposite direction, surging by -$206 billion between
2009 and 2013 and costing the United States 1.7 million manufacturing jobs.
The shift in global power away from the United States to [the Chinese Communist Party] has been
driven by [the Chinese Communist Party's] wanton violation of international rules related to its
currency and because of the “denial” of the U.S. government that this is taking place. Since 2000,
[the Chinese Communist Party] has purchased $4 trillion in foreign exchange allowing it to run large
trade surpluses in price-sensitive manufactured goods. “Some other Asian nations, with [the People's
Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army] their dominant trading
partner, have linked their currencies to the yuan, which has resulted in currency manipulation on their
part as well, and growing trade surpluses in manufactures, particularly with the United States,” he
writes.

See what I mean?
Now don't you feel better—in a good way?

1366.
What The Heck Is China?
May 2, 2015
“China”?
The Chinese Communist Party created the People's Liberation Army long before there was a People's
Republic of China. The CCP and PLA then—“out of the barrel of a gun," in Chairman Mao's words—
established the People's Republic of China. Essentially, they are all one and the same.
When we buy Chinese goods and services, our money supports the People's Liberation Army. When
multinational corporations do business in China, they partner with the Chinese Communist Party.
Economic treason is still treason. Economic traitors are still traitors.
We used to hang traitors.
Now what's this about “China” supplying the world's electronics?
“China rates its own citizens—including online behaviour”
www.volkskrant.nl/buitenland/china-rates-its-own-citizens-including-online-behaviour~a3979668
•

The behavior of the majority is determined by their world of thoughts. A person who believes in
socialist core values, is behaving more decent.

“Cyber-Leninism: History, Political Culture and the Internet in China”
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2589884
•

While many scholars have debated the question whether the Internet would change China, the
question whether China would change the Internet has received less attention.

If there were any justice in the world, American consumers would be creating a demand for it.
(“I Told You So”—Lyrics Pasted Below—Still The Greatest Ever Written.)
—
[“Dollar to the Giant”]

1367.
“I should only believe in a God that would know how to
dance.”
May 3, 2015
Two must-read/-think/-feel articles:
“What Scotland’s Insurrection Can Tell Us About America’s Worst Economic Mistake”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/05/03/what-the-british-election-can-tell-us-about-americasbiggest-economic-mistake
•

In the early years after World War II few nations boasted such a strong economic base. Then a halfbaked intellectual fashion among London-based commentators decreed that manufacturing could and
indeed should be jettisoned.

“TPP will undercut national security”
www.thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/homeland-security/240366-tpp-will-undercut-us-national-security
•

In fact, it's a strange mishmash of old deals with a few new countries thrown in. U.S. free trade
agreements with Canada, Mexico, Peru, Chile, Australia, and Singapore already exist. The additions
of Brunei, New Zealand, Malaysia, and Viet Nam offer only small markets while much experience
suggests low expectations are in order for any market opening by Japan.

“Legendary Bolshoi ballerina Maya Plisetskaya dies at 89”
www.rt.com/news/255153-russian-ballerina-plisetskaya-dies
•

Known as both a superlative technical and dramatic performer, Plisetskaya was a mainstay on the
stage of Russia's premier ballet for more than five decades, retiring as a soloist only in 1990, at the
age of 65.

—two must-see/-think/-feel videos.

1368.
By Definition, We Never Know What We’re Missing—
May 4, 2015
Needless to say, we all become our own punishment—“needless to say” because everybody knows this.
Right?
American workers and American consumers are the same American people.
So who are we doing this for?
“USCIRF Annual Report 2015”
www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%202015%20%282%29.pdf
•

•
•
•
•

Based on the alarming increase in systematic, egregious, and ongoing abuses, USCIRF again
recommends China be designated a “country of particular concern,” or CPC, under the International
Religious Freedom Act (IRFA). The State Department has designated China as a CPC since 1999,
most recently in July 2014.
In a striking development, at least 400 churches were torn down or had crosses forcibly removed
and/or demolished in 2014, a notable increase over previous years.
The Chinese government granted the Pope permission to fly though Chinese airspace following his
January 2015 trip to the Philippines.
However, shortly thereafter, a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson reiterated calls for the Vatican
to cut ties with Taiwan and to stop interfering in China's internal affairs in the name of religion.
Moreover, according to a 2015 working plan of the State Administration of Religious Affairs, China
still insists on electing and ordaining bishops completely independent of the Holy See.

If the price is right, we look the other way.
We all become our own punishment. By definition, we never know what we're missing—
—we just don't get it.

1369.
Trade Is The Mother Of All Reports
May 5, 2015
Trade is the mother of all reports. Trade is the mother of all issues.
Every day in March, We the (oh-so-shrewd American business) People lost another $2 billion while
attempting to trade with the non-U.S. world.
“Why are they so ungrateful?” often wonders The Greatest [the “ungratefully luckiest”] Generation.
But we've run a protection racket since their Big World War. “Use our banks—we'll supply the tanks.”
We've exported more greenbacks than goods. We've dumped our deficits of currency privilege on the nonU.S. world.
Every day in March, we heard another plea for a “strong” U.S. dollar and “free” global markets.
In other words: by the time our high-priced money can no longer buy low-priced imports, we—Americans
and America—will be dead from deindustrialization.
Trade is the mother of all traitors.
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—March 2015”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Headline, Seasonally Adjusted:
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services increased to $51.4 billion in March from
$35.9 billion in February (revised), as imports increased more than exports.

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•

Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods: $64,175,000,000—up from $43,899,000,000 in February
Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods with China the Chinese Communist Party: $31,234,700,000—up from
$22,540,300,000 in February

Also Note:
•
•

$12,443,937,000,000—Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods, January 1976 - March 2015
$11,236,077,000,000—Deficit, U.S. Trade in Goods, January 1993 - March 2015

—Trillions, with a T.

Lucky for us:
Trade is the mother of American history.

1370.
These Links I Had On George’s Day
May 6, 2015
“Nothing is left, then, but concessions, attempts to gain time and betrayal.”
“Henry V — Speech”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAvmLDkAgAM
•

If we are marked to die, we are enough to do our country loss; and if to live, the fewer men, the
greater share of honor.

“Chinese Authorities Order Muslim Uyghur Shop Owners to Stock Alcohol, Cigarettes”
www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/order-05042015133944.html
•

In addition to directing owners to create “eye-catching displays” to promote the products, the April
29 announcement stated that “anybody who neglects this notice and fails to act will see their shops
sealed off, their business suspended, and legal action pursued against them.”

“More Russians see China as friendly nation: poll”
[Xinhua link—May 6, 2015]
•

Of the 1,500 respondents in Russia's 43 regions, 77 percent said China is a friendly country to
Russia. The figure was 48 percent in 2006 when a similar poll was for the first time conducted by the
Public Opinion Foundation, a Russian pollster.

“Postcards from the End of America: Silicon Valley”
www.linhdinhphotos.blogspot.com/2015/04/postcard-from-end-of-america-silicon.html
•

In a country where political speeches, elections and even terrorist attacks are but elaborate theatrical
productions, California is the longest show running, designed to convince everyone everywhere, and
even Californians themselves, that here is the epitome of the American Dream, and that it's surfing
along just fine. Just outside the spotlight, however, are all sorts of frightful omens. The next act will
be a scream.

“The Exhausted West”
www.harvardmagazine.com/sites/default/files/1978_Alexander_Solzhenitsyn.pdf

•

At present, some Western voices have already spoken of obtaining protection from a third power
against aggression in the next world conflict, if there is one; in this case, the shield would be China.
But I would not wish such an outcome on any country in the world. First of all, it is again a doomed
alliance with Evil; also, it would grant the United States a respite, but when at a later date China with
its billion people turned around armed with American weapons, America itself would fall prey to a
genocide similar to the one perpetrated in Cambodia in our day. And yet—no weapons, no matter
how powerful, can help the West until it overcomes its loss of will power.

— Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

1371.
Jobs and Democrats, Republicans, and Shame On You For
Whatever
May 8, 2015
How many people believe just exactly what they're told to believe by the tools and agents of money?*
“The Employment Situation—April 2015”
www.bls.gov
Headline, Seasonally Adjusted:
•

“Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 223,000 in April [cf. 288,000 in April 2014] and
the unemployment rate was essentially unchanged at 5.4 percent.”

Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 1,178,000 in April [cf. 1,152,000 in April 2014] and
the unemployment rate fell from 5.6 percent to 5.1 percent.
[December 2014 total nonfarm payroll employment: 141,484,000. April 2015 total nonfarm payroll
employment: 141,462,000.]
Goods-producing jobs: up +249,000
Private service-providing jobs: up +881,000
Government jobs: up +48,000

Selected Goods-Producing, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Construction: up +251,000
Nonmetallic mineral products: up +9,400
Machinery: down -6,300
Computer and electronic products: down -2,500
Motor vehicles and parts: down -2,200
Food manufacturing: down -2,000
Apparel: down -2,600
Petroleum and coal products: up +4,700

Selected Private Service-Providing, Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•

Motor vehicle and parts dealers: up +12,300
Electronics and appliance stores: down -2,600
Building material and garden supply stores: up +60,000
Gasoline stations: up +8,600
Clothing and clothing accessories stores: down -1,800

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Department stores: down -7,200
Scenic and sightseeing transportation: up +3,200
Telecommunications: down -6,900
Commercial banking: down -3,900
Securities, commodity contracts, investments, and funds and trusts: up +3,600
Computer systems design and related services: up +23,000
Administrative and waste services: up +223,300
Social assistance: up +16,700
Leisure and hospitality: up +344,000
Membership organizations and associations: up +7,400

Also Not Seasonally Adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Not in Labor Force: down -50,000
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +31,000
Employed, Bachelor's degree and higher: down -320,000
Employed, Less than a high school diploma: up +510,000

*OK, that wasn't really a question—but it was related—and shame on you for whatever you're told to
believe.

1372.
Stand Firm
May 9, 2015
I was born in the 1950s, so my life has been lived (if you want to call this “living”) during my country's
decline and fall. I was in high school when we Americans recorded our first trade deficit in many, many
years—a direct result of the Vietnam War—a war we're still fighting and still losing today. In his unhappy
Harvard speech, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn warned, “a hundredfold Vietnam now looms over you”; and asked:
“If a full-fledged America suffered a real defeat from a small, Communist half-country, how can the West
hope to stand firm in the future?”
Yesterday, the DoD released its “Military and Security Developments Involving the People's Republic of
China 2015” report to Congress. The dumb bastards can't make a serious move without the Chinese
Communist Party's permission—and money, supplies, and weapons components—and $12 trillion in trade
deficits later, just the tip of the iceberg of our deindustrialization, the dumb bastards still don't care that
they're just as spineless as their most articulate victims.
I would like to hear a reigning American president tell this to the world:
“We're getting out of the war business, out of the empire business. We're minding our own true business, the
business of America's women and children, the business of America's boundaries. We'll do everything we
can to avoid any destructive confrontation. If, however, we are attacked and harmed, we will retaliate as
barbarians, with unprecedented brutality. We will fight to win. There will be no rules. There will be no
lies.”
I would like to hear a former American president tell this to the country:
“I screwed up. America desperately needs to undo the damage that I did. I can help. I want to help. Please
let me help.”
Wouldn't this be a great way to save face—a twelve-step program for retired policy makers?
Stand firm.
Get up.
Stand firm.

1373.
Also It’s Apple Blossom Time
May 10, 2015
Everybody has a mother.
“How Hells Angels and criminal gangs came to control much of the Vancouver docks”
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/metro-vancouver-docks-special-investigation-768024
•

Generally speaking, there is a huge lack of interest on the part of almost everybody.

“Obama’s Unaccountable Drone War”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/obamas-unaccountable-drone-war
•

There is considerable evidence that the White House has sought to conceal the scale of ongoing
military action worldwide.

“Unmanned Sea Systems Entering Turbulent Waters”
http://blog.forecastinternational.com/wordpress/unmanned-sea-systems-market-entering-turbulent-waters
•

Companies will produce some 29,569 units through 2024. The value of this market over the next
decade will reach $15.4 billion.

“Military Drone Market Slows, But Value Not Dropping”
http://blog.forecastinternational.com/wordpress/military-drone-market-slows-but-value-not-dropping
•

Israel has long been at the forefront in deploying UAV systems and is very dependent on foreign
orders to keep its production line profitable.

“Why the Toleration of Brilliant Eccentricity Should Be a Metric for Military Vitality”
www.chuckspinney.blogspot.com/2015/05/why-toleration-of-brilliant.html
•

Careerists at the top of the greasy pole of blind ambition view these few eccentrics as crazy lunatics,
as royal pains in the ass, and most importantly, as threats who should be purged from the bureaucratic
system.

“I’ll Be With You In Apple Blossom Time”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wgk1CqfWR1U

•

[Rich O'Brien, Chris O'Connell]

Mother Nature is the only one with an excuse.

1374.
I Wonder How Long They’d Survive If They Didn’t Actually
Make Things Worse
May 11, 2015
It's hard to overstate the significance of this name change. Until 1949—World War II, you'll remember,
ended, officially, in 1945—there was no Department of Defense. We the People had a Department of War.
The Founders had established a navy to protect U.S. trade, our ports and shipping lanes; but the Founders
understood the dangers of permanent standing armies, which need to be kept very busy lest they create their
own mischief.
Were the Founders able to predict that someday a Department of Defense would be kept very busy with
money from the Chinese Communist Party to wage war in the name of Democracy and to leave the spoils,
the natural resources and trade, to the Chinese Communist Party?
Of course they were. But I've got a better question:
How long could you survive in your ancestors' world—and how long would they survive in yours?
“Ménage-à-trois with Hitler: the Goebbels’ marriage was a bit crowded”
www.spectator.co.uk/books/9519602/joseph-goebbels-hitlers-little-doctor-was-devoted-unto-death
•

A wannabe writer, Goebbels gained a doctorate in literature.

“A Trade Pact in the Corporate Interest”
www.huffingtonpost.com/william-spriggs/a-trade-pact-in-the-corporate-interest_b_7207746.html
•

Congress must not give away its prerogatives to pressure groups.

“Are We A Nation of Wimps?”
www.ronpaulinstitute.org/archives/featured-articles/2015/may/09/are-we-a-nation-of-wimps
•

Our policies are designed to search for enemies to destroy though they pose no threat to us.

“Former Military Bigwigs’ Militarily Dubious Case for New Trade Deals”
www.alantonelson.wordpress.com/2015/05/10/our-so-called-foreign-policy-former-military-bigwigsmilitarily-dubious-case-for-new-trade-deals
•

Not one of them has ever registered a single complaint about the wealth and technology (including
defense-related knowhow) that American policy has showered on China for literally decades.

“Suddenly, Baltimore—Wonder Why?”
http://blog.nader.org/2015/05/08/suddenly-baltimore-wonder-why
•

Our first black president laments the cycle of poverty, but calls protestors who destroyed property,
not lives, “thugs.”

Oh well, our first black president is a euphemism too.
I've noticed that most of our “lamenters” are professionals—that is, they make money on the things they
lament.
I wonder how long they'd survive if they didn't actually make things worse.

1375.
What’s a Reliable Source for News?
May 15, 2015
I get this question a lot: “What's a reliable source for news?” I think the practical answer is: “Whatever you
dislike and distrust.” Doing our own thinking means we're thinking critically. We learn how to think
critically by studying both sides of an argument. When we can understand our critics, we're ready to trust
ourselves. What's a reliable source for news? You are.
The scenic route today:
“Landspeak”
www.orionmagazine.org/article/landspeak
•

A sharp-eyed reader noticed that there had been a culling of words concerning nature. Under
pressure, Oxford University Press revealed a list of the entries it no longer felt to be relevant to a
modern-day childhood. The deletions included acorn . . . otter . . . and willow. The words introduced
to the new edition included attachment . . . broadband . . . and voice-mail.

“What’s the Point of a Professor?”
www.nytimes.com/2015/05/10/opinion/sunday/whats-the-point-of-a-professor.html
•

In 1960, only 15 percent of grades were in the “A” range, but now the rate is 43 percent. . . .

“Silicon Chips That See Are Going to Make Your Smartphone Brilliant”
www.technologyreview.com/news/537446/silicon-chips-that-see-are-going-to-make-your-smartphonebrilliant
•

For applications like video surveillance it performs very well.

“Influence peddlers seem to know more about the Trans-Pacific Partnership than Congress”
www.sunlightfoundation.com/blog/2015/05/14/influence-peddlers-seem-to-know-more-about-the-transpacific-partnership-than-congress
•

Why would anyone pay lobbyists a small fortune to persuade you something was much more in your
interest than theirs?

“Berlin and Potsdam 1945—aftermath”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhyifvjSHbU

•

“Selection of unique HD footage—partly unpublished.” — Berlin Channel

“Test Tsar Bomb (Official Chronicle)”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfi0zYoqCY0
•

Russian nuclear power. The nuclear shield.

“Chinese Police Order Residents in a Xinjiang Prefecture to Turn In Passports”
www.nytimes.com/2015/05/15/world/asia/china-passports-xinjiang-ili-kazakh-autonomous-prefecture.html
•

. . . fueling the feeling of being second-class citizens, suspect in eyes of the state simply because of
their ethnicity.

“Asia’s richest man blames ‘Western education’ for controversial son”
www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20150515000022&cid=1602
•

“He's in China; he can't use what he learned in the West to do things here,” Wang senior [Jianlin]
added.

“China could crash US dollar with with 30,000 tons of gold: commentary”
www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20150515000004&cid=1102
•

Even if it doesn't, no one disputes that China has been collecting gold on a large scale and that its
influence and position in global financial markets have grown significantly.

“Rare-earth plan to consolidate companies approved”
[Global Times link—May 15, 2015]
•

The consolidation can eliminate disorderly competition and exploitation in China's rare-earth
industry. . . . The central government also intends to improve its control over rare earths via
integration.

“Top priority to reduce India deficit”
[Shanghai Daily link—May 15, 2015]
•

China is India's biggest trading partner. . . . But India's trade deficit with China has soared from just
US$1 billion in 2001-02.

“BEA International Trade and Investment Country Facts”
www.bea.gov/international/factsheet
•

BEA: “New”

“Whew”

1376.
If You . . . Would Like To Read More
May 16, 2015
Just three today:
“College of Engineering network disabled in response to sophisticated cyberattack: Plans in place to
allow teaching, research in the college to continue as University moves to recover”
www.news.psu.edu/story/357656/2015/05/15/administration/college-engineering-network-disabledresponse-sophisticated
•

At least one of the two attacks was carried out by a threat actor based in China.

“The media’s reaction to Seymour Hersh’s bin Laden scoop has been disgraceful”
www.cjr.org/analysis/seymour_hersh_osama_bin_laden.php
•

Hersh has attempted to force the media to ask questions about its role in covering a world-shaping
event—but it's clear the media has trouble asking such questions if the answers are not the ones they
want to hear.

“Army Newspaper: We Can Absolutely Not Allow the Internet Become a List Territory of People’s
Minds”
www.chinacopyrightandmedia.wordpress.com/2015/05/13/army-newspaper-we-can-absolutely-not-allowthe-internet-become-a-list-territory-of-peoples-minds
•

The online ideological struggle may no have gunfire and smoke, but it is full of “the blood and gore
of civilizations”, it essentially is an opposition between two kinds of systems and two kinds of value
views, and is a life-and-death contest between the enemy and ourselves.

Sic.
If you feel cheated and would like to read more, please see “Stand Firm” and “I Wonder How Long They'd
Survive If They Didn't Actually Make Things Worse”—as a matched pair.

1377.
The Vast Majority of Americans Who Still Believe in May 17
May 17, 2015
I just got back to my home state of Illinois after being away for several months. The economic changes are
too shocking to get used to. But I do have some good news to report.
Every day, no matter where I am, I strike up conversations with complete strangers who understand the
felonies of deindustrialization and are ready to do something about it. Typically they're shocked to discover
they're not alone, that other Americans are having the same thoughts and conversations. This takes some
getting used to.
“Industrial Production and Capacity Utilization - G.17”
www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g17/Current/g17.pdf
•
•
•

Industrial production decreased 0.3 percent in April for its fifth consecutive monthly loss.
[Seasonally Adjusted]
The Federal Reserve Board plans to issue its annual revision to the index of industrial production (IP)
and the related measures of capacity utilization on July 21, 2015. New annual benchmark data for
2012 and 2013 for manufacturing will be incorporated, as well as other annual data. [. . .] Any
modifications to the methods for estimating the output of an industry will affect the index from 1972
to the present.

“About the G.17”
www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g17/About.htm
•

•

The Federal Reserve's monthly index of industrial production and the related capacity indexes and
capacity utilization rates cover manufacturing, mining, and electric and gas utilities. The industrial
sector, together with construction, accounts for the bulk of the variation in national output over the
course of the business cycle. The industrial detail provided by these measures helps illuminate
structural developments in the economy.
[Seasonally Adjusted]

Happy May 17 to the vast majority of Americans who still believe in May 17.

1378.
It’d Better Be Fun Or We Won’t Get ’Er Done
May 18, 2015
This could (should) be fun:
“Appellate Body issues report on ‘United States—Country of origin labelling requirements’”
www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/384_386abrw_e.htm
•

In this regard, the panel had noted that between 57.7% and 66.7% of beef and between 83.5% and
84.1% of pork muscle cuts consumed in the US convey no consumer information on origin despite
imposing an upstream recordkeeping burden on producers and processors that has a detrimental
impact on competitive opportunities for imported livestock.

“Act Local, Solve Global: The $5.3 Trillion Energy Subsidy Problem”
www.blog-imfdirect.imf.org/2015/05/18/act-local-solve-global-the-5-3-trillion-energy-subsidy-problem
•

The largest subsidies, in absolute terms, are in China (US$2.3 trillion), the United States (US$699
billion), Russia (US$335 billion), India (US$277 billion), and Japan (US$157 billion). For the
European Union, subsidies are also substantial (US$330 billion).

“US-South Korean alliance ‘stronger than ever,’ Kerry says”
www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/us-south-korean-alliance-stronger-than-ever-kerry-says-a45282575.html
•

Kerry was to visit the US military base in the Seoul district of Yongsan and give a talk on
cybersecurity at a university before returning to the US.

“U.S. trade in goods with Korea, South [‘worse than ever’]”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5800.html
•

Deficit, First Quarter 2015: $6,920,400,000

“Top Dem: Trade bill not for big business”
www.thehill.com/policy/finance/242328-top-dem-trade-bill-not-for-big-business
•

Feinstein called the legislation “a very good bill.”

“Richard C. Blum”

www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/person.asp?personId=190790&privcapId=22695&previousCap
Id=22695&previousTitle=Blum%20Capital%20Partners
•

This person [Feinstein's husband] is connected to. . . .

“How Much Should a Currency Be Worth? No One Really Knows”
www.wsj.com/articles/how-much-should-a-currency-be-worth-no-one-really-knows-1431890492
•

U.S. lawmakers find themselves entangled in calculus that even IMF and WTO haven't been able to
pin down.

“CIA Current Account Balance”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2187rank.html
•
•

Top 2 surpluses—underpriced currencies: Germany and China
Top 2 deficits—overpriced currencies: United States and United Kingdom

“Gucci sues Alibaba over ‘counterfeit goods’”
www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-32781236
•

Kering alleges the two cases are part of a much bigger problem.

“People’s Daily editorial: ‘a community of common destiny’, an option for a better world”
[Xinhua link—May 17, 2015]
•

The article, titled “Promise of a Better Future for the World,” will be published, under the byline of
Guo Jipingin, on Monday's People's Daily, the flagship newspaper of the Communist Party of China
(CPC).

Nothing (leastways not in English) yet. . . .

1379.
“The More She Cried, The More She Took”
May 19, 2015
It wasn't that long ago that Americans could litter. Now we recycle—and we know how it can add up.
Funny, though, how we continue to complain about the symptoms of deindustrialization without ever
changing the behavior at the root of our deindustrialization. In the future, if there is a future, Americans will
be less hypocritical; and we'll have learned that workers and consumers are the same people.
If there is no future, it'll be because all we ever did was bitch and buy foreign.
Some “interesting” links—if you don't blame me:
“6 Chinese Men Indicted in Theft of Code From U.S. Tech Companies”
www.nytimes.com/2015/05/20/technology/6-chinese-men-indicted-in-theft-of-code-from-us-techcompanies.html
•

The indictment, for “conspiracy to commit economic espionage,” a relatively rare charge, contends
that the six men studied in the United States and took jobs at two small American chip companies.

“Antony Beevor: ‘There are things that are too horrific to put in a book’”
www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/hay-festival/11605822/Anthony-Beevor-There-are-things-that-are-toohorrific.html
•

Here, men on both sides developed extraordinarily creative ways of killing one another.

“Creeping censorship in Hong Kong: how China controls sale of sensitive books”
www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/19/censorship-in-hong-kong-how-china-controls-sale-of-sensitivebooks
•

“Readers' numbers are going down everywhere, and nobody can afford a ground-floor bookshop
unless they are backed by people with very deep pockets,” says one publishing industry insider.

“Major Foreign Holders of Treasury Securities—March 2015”
www.treasury.gov/ticdata/Publish/mfh.txt
1. China, Mainland
2. Japan
3. Oil Exporters

“Conservatives Should Rethink Trade Policy”
www.familysecuritymatters.org/publications/detail/conservatives-should-rethink-trade-policy
•

The wrangling . . . has been along party lines, but not in the usual way. It is the Democrats who are
wary of granting more power to a president of their own party.

“Japan plans $100 billion in Asia infrastructure aid, matching AIIB capital level”
www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/05/19/business/economy-business/japan-plans-100-billion-asiainfrastructure-aid-matching-aiib-capital-level
•

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe will announce the plan to increase infrastructure investments and loans
for Asian countries on Thursday, sources said.

“Obama on the TPP: Beckoning Us to the Graveyard”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/05/18/obama-on-the-tpp-beckoning-us-to-the-graveyard
•

This view is quite the opposite from the outlook of the Chinese, which is tirelessly about creating
win-win situations. Not win-lose. Not, “You are either for us or against us. But “Win-win.” Read
China Daily, as you should for some sense of balance, or any of the outlets from China, and you will
find the win-win philosophy ever present.

“T E Lawrence naivete lives on”
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2015/05/lawrence-naivete-lives-150517131050384.html
•

Widespread naivete among the Western intelligentsia stretches back decades.

Widespread, indeed.
You'd think any article about naivete would mention the Chinese Communist Party—and recognize its
interests.

1380.
Another One of Those Things That Can’t Possibly Be True
May 20, 2015
Yesterday I sent you a painfully naive—or deliberately misleading—article that recommended we all read
the PRC/CCP/PLA's newspapers for “some sense of balance” and “win-win philosophy.” Also, we're meant
to believe that the TPP targets China, that Japan is America's “cat's paw in East Asia,” and so forth, and
blah/blah/blah, and so on. My regular readers know why I regularly send things that can't possibly be true,
but some of my newer readers seem to have taken yesterday's examples at face value.*
*They should scroll all the way down for a free compendium of my chronicles and comments. It's full of
background information.
If you click on The New Yorker link, go ahead and ignore the articles from the
multibilliondollarelectionindustry.
“‘Made in China 2025’ plan unveiled to boost manufacturing”
[Xinhua link—May 19, 2015]
•

•

Chinese manufacturing accounts for about 20 percent of the world's total, but it is “far from strong,”
according to Li Beiguang. “Made in China 2025” emerged as Chinese factories still struggle with
decreasing demand, increasing competition from international competitors and slower economic
growth.
The plan will be followed by another two plans in order to transform China into a leading
manufacturing power by the year 2049, which marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the
People's Republic of China.

“Cartoons from the May 25, 2015, Issue”
www.newyorker.com/cartoons/issue-cartoons/cartoons-from-the-may-25-2015-issue

(—another one of those things that can't possibly be true.)

1381.
Menfolk Ain’t Protecting Their Womenfolk
May 21, 2015
The distaff half of an elderly couple with whom I discussed modern communication and Chinese electronics
was visibly disturbed—as much with her husband for not having protected her from the PRC/CCP/PLA.
His response was to grab her by the arm and drag her away from the information.
“Obama’s other trade cover-up?”
www.thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/economy-budget/242555-obamas-other-trade-cover-up
•

As a result, the data kept under wraps by Commerce makes the trade positions taken by many of the
president's most prominent Congressional supporters difficult at best to explain to constituents.

“Cybersovereignty Symbolizes National Sovereignty”
www.chinacopyrightandmedia.wordpress.com/2015/05/20/cybersovereignty-symbolizes-nationalsovereignty
•

Consequently, Western hostile forces and a small number of “ideological traitors” in our country use
the network, and relying on computers, mobile phones and another such information terminals,
maliciously attack our party, blacken the leaders who founded the New China, vilify our heroes, and
arouse mistaken thinking. . . .

“Internet Sovereignty Is Also National Sovereignty”
[Qiushi link—January 16, 2013]
•

Compared to the traditional form of war, an Internet war is a special war. In victory, the balance is
always tilted toward the countries that have advanced Internet technology. It is worrisome that
developed countries manufacture 90 percent of the global core chips and that the vast majority of the
world's 13 Internet root servers are located in the United States.

“American Innovation Lies on Weak Foundation”
www.nytimes.com/2015/05/20/business/economy/american-innovation-rests-on-weak-foundation.html
•

Investors may value corporate patents as much as ever, but the stock market places a lower valuation
on original research than it did three decades ago.

“Airbus readies new Alabama plant for combat with Boeing on U.S soil”

www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2015/05/20/airbus-readies-new-alabama-plant-for-combat-with.html
•

“The primary target and reason for doing it is coming closer to U.S. customers,” said Kristi Tucker,
director of communications for Airbus Americas Inc.

“Lumber Liquidators CEO quits, catching company off guard”
www.bigstory.ap.org/article/5e19094c4f284799b81ec1a5d495323c/lumber-liquidators-ceo-quits-catchingcompany-guard
•

Robert Lynch has abruptly quit the company that is embroiled in an investigation over products
imported from China. Shares tumbled 15 percent in morning trading Thursday.

“How China’s Censors Influence Hollywood”
www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/05/18/407619652/how-chinas-censors-influence-hollywood
•

In recent years, foreign filmmakers have also gone out of their way not to provoke the Communist
Party.

“On fraternities and manliness”
www.newcriterion.com/articles.cfm/On-fraternities---manliness-8167
•

In 1836, a fraternity at Williams College determined whether to admit men into their brotherhood by
asking: “Would you want your sister to marry him?” By the 1920s, the ideal of masculinity changed
from the more genteel manliness of the antebellum period to one grounded in physical prowess,
athleticism, sexual virility, and aggression.

You guys ought to be ashamed of yourselves.
Besides, those genteel antebellums would clean your clocks in a fair fight.

1382.
The Market Forces of Hypocrisy & Self-Destruction
May 22, 2015
If everyone has his price—
—how much would it take to get you to shoot yourself in the foot?
If you could betray your country, and your fellow citizens, and your own family and friends while at the
same time supporting your enemies, and competitors, and foreign dictatorships and slave holders, and
anything else that might offend your principles—
—how much would it take to get you to look the other way?
“churches and slavery -- 5/22/15”
www.delanceyplace.com/view_archives.php?2801&p=2801
•

Before and during the American Civil War, church denominations split over the issue of slavery. The
Methodist Church, the largest American denomination at the time, split in 1844 due to divisions over
slavery. Southern Baptists split from northern Baptists in 1845 over the issue of forbidding Southern
slave-owners from becoming ordained missionaries. In 1861, Presbyterians in the Southern United
States split from the denomination because of disputes over slavery, politics, and theology
precipitated by the war.

This is why American businesses leave home to join the Chinese Communist Party:
Their customers ask them to.

1383.
Bitch & Buy Foreign
May 23, 2015
Bitch and buy foreign. . . .
Last Tuesday, I wrote:
•

In the future, if there is a future, Americans will be less hypocritical; and we'll have learned that
workers and consumers are the same people. If there is no future, it'll be because all we ever did was
bitch and buy foreign.

Yesterday, I bumped into an award-winning journalist of my acquaintance. Always the activist and
reformer, he's still on top of the issues and their language. He complained about inequality, of course, and
Washington and Wall Street, and our apathy vs. empathy, and our racism, don't forget, but mostly he told me
about the foreign equipment and supplies he'd recently purchased for a local retail business venture. When I
asked whether he'd explored any American-made options, and I offered a few suggestions, he said he knew
them well, they were fine products, but he got a “better price” on the foreign stuff.
“Bitch & Buy Foreign”
Now there's a phrase that needs to make it into our vocabulary—and the American Dictionary of
Deindustrialization.

1384.
One Bird with Two Stones
May 24, 2015
It's that time of year again—Sunday, Memorial Day weekend—and our nationwide, one-day, “One Bird with
Two Stones” sales spectacular.
But first another word from our sponsor:
“Chinese leader: Religions must be free of foreign influence”
www.telegram.com/article/20150522/ENTERTAINMENTLIFE/150529647
•

China's president warned in a key policy speech that religions must be independent from foreign
influence, as the government asks domestic religious groups to pledge loyalty to the state. Hours
later, Pope Francis urged Catholics in China to be “united to the rock” of the church in Rome,
although it was unclear whether his comments were linked to a speech earlier Wednesday by Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

Two Infrequently Asked Questions:
1. Who, exactly, were we fighting and what were American soldiers dying for in Korea and in
Vietnam?
2. Who, exactly, and what are Americans still dying for now that the fighting has been relocated to our
retail battlefields?
Exactly.

1385.
Western Civilization, 1996 - 2096
May 25, 2015
In response to a recent question about the TPP and “the big picture,” I replied:
“It's a formalization, I think, of our experience that business pays for everything, so the nation state, business
is contending, is finally obsolete.”
While this is hardly the entire big picture, it might be a useful way of understanding certain aspects of our
Western civilization.
Two thoughts come to mind:
1. Why be afraid of people who need us more than we need them? Business and Democracy are
nothing without their Customers and Voters. So get up off your couch and be happy.
2. The operative words, thus, are “Western civilization.” No matter how rich and powerful our
plutocrats and politicians, the non-West will remain unimpressed—and non-West. The Chinese
Communist Party will continue to pay our plutocrats and politicians to continue to dismantle our
Western nation states.
Now here's an interesting article—unusual, and certainly worth thinking about—even though the PLA's $
millions to the 1996 Clinton/Gore campaign meant that the CCP would get everything it ever wanted
anyway.
“The Bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade in 1999, Reconsidered”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/05/25/the-bombing-of-the-chinese-embassy-in-belgrade-in-1999-reconsidered
•

We can now bring some more recent, first-hand information to the mix.

Now please don't tell me—$ trillions later—that poor little Monica made you forget all about the Chinese
Communist Party.
(There are some things about Western civilization that I'd like to change, too.)

1386.
Three Aspirins and Four Tums
May 26, 2015
I wish I could tell you how many people responded to yesterday's “Bombing of the Chinese Embassy” story
with comments like:
•

“Knowing Bill Clinton and the Communist Chinese—their methods and their history together—why
wouldn't they have collaborated on the embassy bombing to hide their other collaborations?”

I'll agree it's a good question.
This would be a good epigraph for my compendium:
•

“When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be ashamed of
yourself. When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.” — Confucius, Analects

(I'll keep sending it, until. . . .)
Today's links:
“How Washington Bribes the States”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/how-washington-bribes-the-states
•

This year, they will total $640.8 billion and account for 17 percent of the federal budget.

“Britain Seized Fake Cosmetic Products Made in China”
[Guizhou via Chinascope—May 25, 2015]
•

Impacted brands include Christian Dior, Estee Lauder, Dove, MAC, Benefit, and Urban Decay. The
products all contained excessive quantities of heavy metals and were sold at a fraction of the prices of
the authentic original brand-name products.

“China’s military has declared war on Western thought on the Internet”
www.qz.com/409582/chinas-military-has-declared-war-on-western-thought-on-the-internet
•

As a result, Chinese authorities are not just cracking down on VPNs and patching holes in the Great
Fire Wall, but also sending a message to any potential online activists.

“Navy Needs New Servers for Aegis Cruisers and Destroyers After Chinese Purchase of IBM Line”

www.news.usni.org/2015/05/05/navy-needs-new-servers-for-aegis-cruisers-and-destroyers-after-chinesepurchase-of-ibm-line
•

IBM shedding its server business creates a security concern for the U.S. Navy. . . .

“Why Do the Chinese Praise Bin Laden as a Hero?”
[Chinascope Analysis Series]
•

However, many Chinese were upset about Bin Laden's death and praised him as an “anti-U.S. Hero.”
What made the Chinese eulogize one of the worst criminals of this century? This article analyzes this
phenomenon and identifies that the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP's) promotion of the philosophy
of struggle, its relentless anti-U.S. campaign, and the deliberate attempt to belittle human rights and
universal values have brainwashed and confused the Chinese people, thus making them unable to tell
good from evil.

“How the Communist Party Destroyed the Chinese Spirit”
[Chinascope Analysis Series]
•

Thus, on the one hand, the CCP has destroyed the Chinese's [sic] people's individual spirits and
forced and coerced them into following the Communist Party. On the other, it has provided material
wealth and physical rewards for obedience. The Party's redefinition of “good” is “to devote every
fiber of your being to the Party” and “evil” is “to commit acts that contravene the Party's will and
supremacy.” Making a conscious choice based on a true understanding of high moral standards
might lead to the person or his family being labeled an “enemy of the people,” subject to humiliation,
torture, and a physical or spiritual death, while submitting to the Party might lead to safety and
wealth. The choice is all the more difficult because the CCP has destroyed the spiritual, religious,
and moral base that traditional Chinese culture used to provide. That base is now far too fragile to
support anyone.

Granted, there is no organization on Earth more powerful than the Chinese Communist Party. Still, the
Chinese people should be held responsible for their choice—and toleration is a choice—of government.
And so should we.
In fact, if considerable financial support is a choice, too, then American consumers bear considerable
responsibility for more than one of the world's most powerful organizations.

1387.
Mirrors of Manipulation
May 27, 2015
No need to spell it out, except to say there's more to enlightened intelligence than simply taking sides against
your own. You smart guys will be the first to go—but you already know this.
Mao Tse-Tung—the proud feature of every Chinese banknote—on May 8, 1958:
•

•

“There is a kind of microbes which are called germs. Though small in size, from a certain standpoint,
they are more powerful than men. They have no superstition and are full of energy. They strive for
the upper reaches and for greater, faster, better, and more economical results. They are not afraid of
heaven or earth. They do not respect anyone. If they want to eat people, they will crawl into them
regardless of who you are. Even if you should weigh 80 kilograms, they can destroy you. No one
counts as far as they are concerned. Isn't their fearless spirit much stronger than certain people?”
“I was happy to read a recent article by Comrade Fan Wen-lan. It was straight talk. Many facts cited
in the article prove that respecting the modern and belittling the ancient is a Chinese tradition. [. . .]
It is regrettable that he did not quote [Emperor] Ch'in-Shih-huang. He was an expert in respecting the
modern and belittling the ancient. Of course I do not like to quote him either. [Comrade Lin Piao
interrupts: “Ch'in-Shih-huang burned the books and buried the scholars alive.”] What did he amount
to? He only buried alive 460 scholars, while we buried 46,000. In our suppression of the counterrevolutionaries, did we not kill some counter-revolutionary intellectuals? I once debated with the
democratic people. You accuse us of acting like Ch'in-Shih-huang, but you are wrong; we surpass
him by 100 times. You berate us for imitating Ch'in-Shih-huang in enforcing dictatorship. We admit
them all. What is regrettable is that you did not say enough. We have had to say it for you. Things
will always march toward the opposite side.”

Since then, the Chinese Communist Party has exterminated tens of millions of its own people and has
become the most powerful organization in the world—by telling its enemies' enlightened intellectuals
otherwise.
By the way, behind our backs, they still call each other “Comrade.”
“China sets yuan at one-month low after IMF says yuan not undervalued”
www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/china-sets-yuan-at-one-month-low-after-imf-says-yuan-notundervalued-a-45398014.html
•

China's central bank set the benchmark rate of the yuan to the weakest level in a month on
Wednesday after the International Monetary Fund changed its long-held view that China's currency is
undervalued. The People's Bank of China set the yuan at 6.1198 against the US dollar, the weakest
level since April 28.

It might be time to start complaining, instead, about the U.S. keeping the dollar too high.

We could sound smart and panic the plutocrats.
Etc.
(Fun.)

1388.
Once More Unto The Hack
May 27, 2015
Let's try it this way:
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bob-hall-2016/mirrors-of-manipulation/950111008353155
By all means, please share the information.
Remember, though:
Our electronics are vulnerable.
Our software gets hacked.
Our hardware is manufactured—
You know where.
Ugh.
So please consider telling two other American human citizens, face to face, and asking them to do the same.
You know why.

1389.
We’ve Misused Our . . . You and I
May 28, 2015
Should our lobby—yours and mine—320 million American consumers spending $12 trillions per year—be
afraid of anything?
“Here’s how much corporations paid US senators to fast-track the TPP bill”
www.theguardian.com/business/2015/may/27/corporations-paid-us-senators-fast-track-tpp
•

Out of the total $1,148,971 given, an average of $17,676.48 was donated to each of the 65 “yea”
votes.

“The Political One Percent of the One Percent in 2014: Mega Donors Fuel Rising Cost of Elections”
www.opensecrets.org/news/2015/04/the-political-one-percent-of-the-one-percent-in-2014-mega-donors-fuelrising-cost-of-elections
•

The $1.18 billion they [31,976 donors] contributed represents 29 percent of all fundraising that
political committees disclosed to the Federal Election Commission in 2014.

“Moscow Patriarchate: China authorises the ordination of Chinese orthodox priests on its territory”
www.asianews.it/news-en/Moscow-Patriarchate:-China-authorises-the-ordination-of-Chinese-Orthodoxpriests-on-its-territory-34281.html
•

After the meetings with Vladimir Putin, Xi held talks with Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, who
praised Beijing for the value China places on the “role of culture, traditions and the moral factor in
shaping the lives of people and individuals.”

“Top Chinese political advisor meets Archbishop of Canterbury”
[Xinhua link—May 28, 2015]
•

Chinese citizens' freedom of belief and the religious circle's legitimate rights and interests are
protected by law, Yu [Zhengsheng of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference] told the
religious leader. He hailed the good relations between Chinese and British Christianity, pledging that
China will continue to support exchanges and cooperation between Chinese Christianity and other
churches worldwide.

“Warning Over Religious Believers in Chinese Communist Party Ranks”
www.rfa.org/english/news/china/china-religion-05252015112309.html

•

According to the [Central Commission for Discipline Inspection] article, party members don't enjoy
any right to religious freedom, a right which many religious believers complain is routinely violated
by officials across the country. “Chinese citizens have the freedom of religious belief, but
Communist Party members aren't the same as regular citizens; they are fighters in the vanguard for a
communist consciousness,” the paper said. “They are firm Marxists, and also atheists. That's why it
has been clearly stated in party rules that Communist Party members may not hold religious beliefs,
nor must they take part in religious activities,” the article warned.

We've misused our power, you and I—
—we haven't used it at all.

1390.
Today’s GDP Report & These Imports Are Depressing
May 29, 2015
“Primarily reflecting an upward revision to goods imports of 4.2 percentage points. . . .”
Released today:
“Gross Domestic Product: First Quarter 2015 (Second Estimate); Corporate Profits: First Quarter
2015 (Preliminary Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2015/pdf/gdp1q15_2nd.pdf
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

Real gross domestic product—the value of the production of goods and services in the United States,
adjusted for price changes—decreased at an annual rate of 0.7 percent in the first quarter of 2015,
according to the “second” estimate released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis.
The GDP estimate released today is based on more complete source data than were available for the
“advance” estimate issued last month. In the advance estimate, real GDP increased 0.2 percent.
The second estimate of the first-quarter percent change in real GDP is 0.9 percentage point, or $40.7
billion, less than the advance estimate issued last month, primarily reflecting an upward revision to
[goods] imports [of 4.2 percentage points] and downward revisions to private inventory investment
and to personal consumption expenditures that were partly offset by an upward revision to residential
fixed investment.
Real gross national product—the goods and services produced by the labor and property supplied by
U.S. residents—decreased 1.4 percent in the first quarter, in contrast to an increase of 1.4 percent in
the fourth. GNP includes, and GDP excludes, net receipts of income from the rest of the world. . . .
Current-dollar GDP—the market value of the production of goods and services in the United States—
decreased 0.9 percent, or $38.7 billion, in the first quarter. . . .
Profits from current production (corporate profits with inventory valuation adjustment (IVA) and
capital consumption adjustment (CCAdj)), decreased $125.5 billion in the first quarter, compared
with a decrease of $30.4 billion in the fourth.
Profits of domestic financial corporations decreased $2.6 billion in the first quarter, compared with a
decrease of $12.5 billion in the fourth. Profits of domestic nonfinancial corporations decreased
$100.4 billion, in contrast to an increase of $18.1 billion.

Please note that our first quarter GNP is still lower than third quarter 2014.
It doesn't have to be this way.

1391.
You’ve Got Blood On Your Hands
May 30, 2015
We the People are losing $2 billion every day in goods deficits—real wealth, not Wall Street markers—
which means we're losing real American lives and real well-being.
If you're encouraging this, you've got blood on your hands.
When you say, or just mindlessly repeat, that China—New China, the PRC/CCP/PLA—wishes us well,
you've got blood on your hands.
We cannot grow our economy by spending our money to grow China's economy. Nor can we stimulate our
economy by giving Americans more money to spend on foreign goods. Nor can we survive by strengthening
our enemies and our economic and biological competitors.
Nor can we maintain our currency's status without maintaining our currency's foundation.
The Founding Fathers would hang most of you politicians and policymakers by your necks until dead.
You know danged well they would.
I'll paste an entire Beijing below. Remember that everything from the Monkey-Snake, especially in English,
is designed to mislead you.
Now try to find one mention of the word “imports”:
“U.S. economy shrinks in Q1 on severe weather”
[Xinhua link—May 30, 2015]
•

The severe wintry weather sent the U.S. economy into contraction in the first quarter, underlining the
fact that the world's largest economy is not recovering on a solid footing. It adds complexity for the
Federal Reserve to decide when to kick off the interest rate lift-off. The gross domestic product
(GDP) shrank at an annual rate of 0.7 percent in the first quarter, marking the third quarterly
contraction after the financial crisis ended in mid-2009, according to the second estimate from the
U.S. Commerce Department released Friday. The 0.7 percent contraction in the first quarter was a
reversal of the initial 0.2 percent expansion for the period projected last month by the Commerce
Department. The bitterly cold winter weather is blamed for pummeling personal consumption and
private inventory investment, dragging down growth to the negative territory. Exports were hard hit
by tepid foreign demand and a stronger dollar. Consumers are saving the windfall from lower oil
prices, weakening the key engine of the world's largest economy. Personal consumption increased
1.8 percent in the first quarter, compared with an increase of 4.4 percent in the fourth quarter of 2014.
Nonresidential fixed investment decreased 2.8 percent, in contrast to an increase of 4.7 percent in the
previous quarter. Exports dived 7.6 percent, against an increase of 4.5 percent in the fourth quarter.

Jason Furman, chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers, said although national average
gasoline prices have fallen more than 1 U.S. dollar per gallon, providing the equivalent of about a
700 U.S. dollars tax cut per household, families appear to have put most of those gains in the bank.
Personal saving rate has risen by 0.6 percentage point over the past four quarters. Just over the past
quarter, the personal saving rate rose 0.8 percentage point—an unusually large increase, according to
a White House statement. The Federal Reserve has been cautious in kicking off the interest rate liftoff as it fears an abrupt tightening could jeopardize the hard-earn recovery. The U.S. economy
shrank 0.7 percent in the second quarter of 2009 and contracted 2.1 percent in the first quarter of
2014, respectively. Two consecutive quarterly contraction is seen as a symbol of recession. Most of
the analysts expected the U.S. economy will rebound in the second quarter. The Commerce
Department will release the final estimate of the Q1 GDP on June 24.
They're not stupid, they're not honest, and they don't want to be like us.
So be careful. In other words:
Don't be such a coward.

1392.
The Terrible Theatricality
May 31, 2015
You'd think we'd understand politics—the terrible theatricality—a little better than we do. We must really
enjoy the show. Too much.
In 2010 (in #89) I wrote:
•

“I wonder if somewhere in Washington or Beijing, our guys and their guys haven't kicked around a
plan to divide Planet Earth into two spheres of influence. Communist China, of course, would
secretly consider more than one sphere to be ‘against the laws of science,’ but they'd go along with
the gag for now.”

What are we going to do, borrow money from China, buy weapons and supplies from China, get permission
from China, to wage World War III with China?
Gimme a break.
Besides, a guy with a middle name like “Hussein” could rouse a billion people to stand with us against a
common enemy.
Ooops. I almost forgot. The Party is capitalist now—and friendly. There's no such thing as communism
anymore.
Gimme a break
(Give me a break? I give you a break!)
OK, gimme a job. Not in Hollywood.
“China tells workplaces they must have Communist Party units”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/30/us-china-politics-idUSKBN0OF09X20150530
•

China has passed a regulation ensuring government organizations and private companies have
Communist Party units so that party policy can be implemented across society, the People's Daily, the
official party mouthpiece, said on Saturday.

“Red second generation”
www.chinadigitaltimes.net/space/Red_second_generation

•

Children of the founders of the Chinese Communist Party, empowered politically and economically
by their parents. Also known in English as “second generation reds.” The sons and daughters of the
Party came of age during the Cultural Revolution. They were raised on Maoist ideology, and many
were Red Guards. Today, however, many of them are not only politically powerful, but also among
the greatest financial beneficiaries of the post-Mao market economy. In contrast to the classless
society their family purported to be establishing, the red second generation is seen to have benefited
unfairly from their pedigree. Notable members of the red second generation include former prime
minister Li Peng's daughter Li Xiaolin and President Xi Jinping.

Gotta hand it to Xi Jinping—
He knows his bureaucracies well.

1393.
I’d Figure Out A Way For My Enemies To Pay My Bills
June 1, 2015
Enjoy the show. Don't think about the ticket price in terms of anything more important in your life.
The first article is good for sharing. The last article is good for something. The middle two might help you
with the last one.
“Dagger aimed at the heart of democracy”
www.thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/243463-dagger-aimed-at-the-heart-of-democracy
•

We must separate this ungainly bundle into a trade part and an ISDS part and consider them
separately. Once out in the light of day ISDS will perish. This is the outcome that “fast track” seeks
to avoid.

“President Xi calls for integrity, patriotism among children”
[Xinhua link—June 1, 2015]
•

Xi said they should always carry China and its people in their hearts, adding that they should also
follow the Communist Party of China's instructions and try to be “a good kid that meets the need of
the motherland and people and a successor to carry on the cause.”

“Korea, China sign free trade agreement”
www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20150601001162
•

The agreement is expected to provide the modality as well as the driving force for progress toward a
South Korea-China-Japan FTA, and a Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. The RCEP is
a proposed FTA between member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations—Brunei,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam—and the six states with which ASEAN has existing FTAs—Australia, China, India, Japan,
South Korea and New Zealand.

“China, Updating Military Strategy, Puts Focus on Projecting Naval Power”
www.nytimes.com/2015/05/27/world/asia/china-updating-military-strategy-puts-focus-on-projecting-navalpower.html
•

Col. Steve Warren, a Defense Department spokesman, said that the Chinese government had
informed the United States about the strategic paper almost a year ago. “We have repeatedly called
on the Chinese for transparency, and frankly, this is an example of transparency,” Colonel Warren

told reporters on Tuesday. “Their strategy is their strategy,” he added. “What we want to focus on is
the fact that they released the strategy publicly, which is exactly the type of thing that we've been
calling for.”
I have to say, if I were China, I don't think I'd be quite so transparent about my military strategy.
Also, if I were China, I'd figure out a way for my enemies to pay my bills.

1394.
Can’t see Socrates with a column in The New York Times
June 2, 2015
Lots of fun today:
On November 14, 2010, I sent you a piece titled:
“The Pentagon vs. The Marx Brothers—Trust Your Sense”
•

[Scroll way down. It will be interesting to see if we've learned anything since then. Be sure to watch
the “incredible” CBS video.]

“Good time for int’l capacity cooperation”
[China Economic Net link—June 1, 2015]
•
•
•

[Hey, I've got a question:]
[What if the USA and the PRC/CCP/PLA had FTAs with all the same countries?]
[“D’oh!” — Homer Simpson]

“Velvet Gentleman”
www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n11/nick-richardson/velvet-gentleman
•

In early 1893, Satie started a relationship with the painter and former trapeze artist Suzanne Valadon.
She kept two cats to whom she fed caviar on Fridays and described as “good Catholics”, as well as a
goat, who ate any art she wasn't pleased with. Satie recognised a kindred spirit and the two fell in
love.

“Battle Lines”
www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/06/08/battle-lines-jihad-creswell-and-haykel
•

Analysts have generally ignored these texts, as if poetry were a colorful but ultimately distracting byproduct of jihad. But this is a mistake. [. . .] For the jihadist, poetry is a mode of manifesto, or of
bearing witness. There are no prizes for subtlety. The poet's task is to make an open and lucid
defense of his faith against all doubters, at home and abroad. He must dare to name the truths that his
parents and his elders try to hide.

“RICO Busters 13 - Government Gone Berserk”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=u84rCiOYZhM

•

[Living, breathing American citizens—some mad as hell, and not going to take this anymore.]

Scroll way down, please.
—
[#86: “The Pentagon vs. The Marx Brothers—Trust Your Sense”]

1395.
The Word “Partners” and Other Abuses of the American
Language
June 3, 2015
In April, our goods deficits—real losses in our wealth-producing sector—not seasonally adjusted—averaged
$2 billion per day:
$60,605,000,000
Our 2015 deficits, to date, have averaged $1.9 billion per day.
No country can afford these sustained losses—even if its people somehow don't feel their symptoms.
Every deficit is a surplus somewhere else. Every debt is an asset somewhere else.
So what's in it for our trading partners?
Stop.
There is no such thing as a trading partner.
We have competitors, and we have creditors—but we do not have partners.
So what's in it for them?
“U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services—April 2015”
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
Headline:
•

The Nation's international trade deficit in goods and services decreased to $40.9 billion in April from
$50.6 billion in March (revised), as exports increased and imports decreased.

Not seasonally adjusted:
•
•

Imports of crude oil (235.9 million barrels) and energy-related petroleum products (294.6 million
barrels) were the highest since December.
Our goods deficit with China—that is, with the Chinese Communist Party and its People's Liberation
Army and their People's Republic of China—represented 43.7 percent of our total, including oil.

Every change is linguistic.

Change their language. Change their thinking.
“China” doesn't care about this trade report.

1396.
Let’s Forgive The Student Loans And Call It A Refund
June 4, 2015
“Maupassant often lunched at the restaurant in the Tower, though he didn't care much for the food: It's the
only place in Paris, he used to say, where I don't have to see it.” — Roland Barthes, The Eiffel Tower
Let's forgive the student loans and call it a refund.
Then, under the same money-back guarantee, we could refund all of the tuition Americans have paid since
1945.
If you and I could trade jobs for a week, you'd know for sure whether I was joking or serious.
“Chimps have mental skills to cook: study”
www.reuters.com/article/2015/06/02/us-science-chimps-cooking-idUSKBN0OI2RF20150602
•

The findings, based on nine experiments conducted at the Tchimpounga Sanctuary in Republic of
Congo and published in proceedings of the Royal Society B, suggest that chimps have all the
brainpower needed to cook, including planning, causal understanding, and ability to postpone
gratification. They do lack the ability to produce fire.

“Why Shouldn’t We Arrest All Of Congress As Child Abusers?”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/06/04/why-shouldnt-we-arrest-all-of-congress-as-child-abusers
•

Poor children do not contribute to political campaigns, nor do they vote, the two things which raise a
scintilla of interest from Congress. But knowing this hellish existence, replete with hunger, lack of
medical care and sometimes homelessness is being inflicted on children in the wealthiest nation on
earth, and doing nothing about it, is child abuse, as sure as any other child abuse, and these
sociopaths who can ignore such suffering while on their knees kissing the butts of transnational
investors who don't give a damn about this nation or its people should be standing before a hanging
judge, had we a system based on justice, and sentenced to whatever child abusers get.

“Wall Street Banker Deaths Continue; Where Are the Serious Investigations?”
www.wallstreetonparade.com/2015/06/wall-street-banker-deaths-continue-where-are-the-seriousinvestigations
•

In any serious investigation, law enforcement is required to look at any potential motive for foul play.
But when it comes to serial deaths among Wall Street bankers and technology personnel, occurring
repeatedly over the last 18 months in highly unusual circumstances, the deaths are almost

instantaneously labeled non-suspicious by the police. But there are two glaring motives for foul-play
in almost all of these deaths involving Wall Street or global banks.
“Student Loans Owned and Securitized, Outstanding”
www.research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/SLOAS
•

2015, Q1: $1,355,013,400,000—up +$29.7 billion from 2014, Q4

“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
•

“Suppose every American simply reallocated 1 dollar per day, spending 1 dollar less on foreignmade goods, and 1 dollar more on American-made goods. After a year, we'd have 110 billion
dollars, which could mean more than 2 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year. Other factors are
involved—costs, profits, US vs. foreign ownership—but the principle stays true, so let's keep this
simple and make our point. Even one dollar per day can make a big difference. Reallocate ten
dollars per person per day—from foreign to American-made goods—and in a year we'd have 1.1
trillion dollars, or potentially more than 20 million new jobs paying $50,000 per year. Why stop
there?”

Back to basics:
Are you part of the problem—or part of the solution?
Put another way:
Are you where you are?

1397.
Gag Me With A Jobs Report
June 5, 2015
The Way does not prevail in my state.
But first, I thought my state might be helped by this I wrote yesterday to a long-time e-mail buddy in
Washington who'd recommended a book:
•

“I don't know if you know this, but I'm very poor and homeless. I shut my business down many years
ago—and gave up the roof over my head—to devote all of my resources to my country. As hoped,
it's kept me in touch with what my fellow citizens—the people who need help most—are feeling. As
intended, I've crumbled along with my country. I'm not complaining—this is what I wanted, and I
wouldn't trade my purpose and experience for anything—but it doesn't leave much left over to buy
books. For what it's worth, it's been physically painful— terrible, and a lot more than I could have
imagined. This, too, has been worth its weight in insight.”

Confucius said:
•

“When the Way prevails in your own state and you are poor and in a humble position, be ashamed of
yourself. When the Way does not prevail in your state and you are wealthy and in an honorable
position, be ashamed of yourself.”

Xi Jinping is a Maoist and Communist. When President Xi pretends to admire Confucius—well, let's just
say that President Xi is not what anyone's Chinese ancestors would have considered a “Superior Man”—
—or even an “Ironic Man.”
“The Employment Situation—May 2015”
www.bls.gov
Headline, seasonally adjusted:
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 280,000 in May, and the unemployment rate was
essentially unchanged at 5.5 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.

However, not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 970,000 in May, and the unemployment rate rose
from 5.1 percent to 5.3 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
(April increase: 1,152,000)
(April 2014 increase: 1,152,000)
(Really, guys?)

•

(May 2014 increase: 920,000)

Also not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Goods-producing jobs: up +213,000
(Construction: up +186,000)
Private service-providing jobs: up +782,000
(Leisure and hospitality: up +410,000)
Government jobs: down -25,000
(State government education: down -145,300)

Still not seasonally adjusted:
•
•
•
•
•

Not in Labor Force: down -976,000
Not in Labor Force, Want a Job Now: up +440,000
Employed: up +762,000
Unemployed: up +404,000
Persons at work part time, all industries, could only find part-time work: up +64,000

The stakes are high, my friends.
Give your kids a hug this weekend.

1398.
We will gladly die on Tuesday for a low-low price today.
June 6, 2015
We will gladly die on Tuesday for a low-low price today.
How many people understand the prices of things they pay for?
“No. 725: May Employment and Unemployment, Money Supply M3”
www.shadowstats.com/article/no-725-may-employment-and-unemployment-money-supply-m3
•

23.1%—unemployment rate for May 2015

While based on the government's seasonally adjusted U-6, the ShadowStats rate includes our nation's longterm (more than 12 months) unemployed and discouraged workers, who were reclassified as “Not in Labor
Force” by the (globalizing) Clinton administration in 1994—the same year that the (slave-labor-promoting)
Clinton administration delinked China's (Chinese Communist Party and People's Liberation Army) trading
privileges from their human rights abuses.
“Hacked federal personnel files could turn employees into foreign spies”
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/06/05/hacked-federal-personnel-files-could-turn-employees-intoforeign-spies
•

So much of what a foreign intelligence service needs to know to create those relationships and
identify those vulnerabilities is in the hacked files, neatly typed and in alphabetical order. Never
mind the huff and puff you'll be hearing about identity theft, phishing and credit reports. National
security is why this hack is a big, big deal.

Or, as Dr. Greg Autry put it earlier today: “Because they are at war with us, you idiots!”
“China’s Pollution Crisis: Nearly Two-Thirds Of Underground Water Is Graded Unfit For Human
Contact, Report Says”
www.ibtimes.com/chinas-pollution-crisis-nearly-two-thirds-underground-water-graded-unfit-human1953442
•

China's underground water is getting more polluted, according to the 2014 report. The ministry
classified about 62 percent of the 4,896 monitored groundwater sites as either “relatively poor” or
“very poor.”

If I were the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist Party/People's Liberation Army—

I'd be looking at other Peoples' groundwater.
(While they were looking the other way.)
How many Americans understand the prices of things we pay for?
Too many of us, I think—
—which is why we look the other way.

1399.
Risks That Are Worthy Of The Stakes
June 7, 2015
Sundays increasingly remind me of Americans who betray their own flesh and blood and everything their
reportedly God-damned country is supposed to stand for by strengthening the Chinese Communist Party by
spending their non-Chinese wages on Chinese goods and even some Chinese services while the Chinese
Communist Party exterminates their fellow Christians and requires all Chinese citizens who are interested in
material prosperity to reject all forms of religion and to devote their lives to strengthening the Chinese
Communist Party.
Also, if you want to know what an American really thinks about the American Civil War, try to sell that
American a product—any product, at any price—that was made by a slave in a foreign land.
“74th Annual Peabody Award Winners”
www.peabodyawards.com/stories/story/74th-annual-peabody-award-winners
•

“Human Harvest: China's Illegal Organ Trade (International Syndication)”

“Human Harvest”
www.humanharvestmovie.com
•

Official website.

“CBC Feature Programs: Human Harvest (2015 Peabody Award Winner)”
www.cbc.ca/documentarychannel/feature-programs/human_harvest_2015_peabody_award_winner
•

When reports first emerged from China in 2006 that state-run hospitals were killing prisoners of
conscience to sell their organs, it seemed too horrible to believe. But as researchers around the
world—including human rights lawyer David Matas and former Canadian Member of Parliament
David Kilgour—began to uncover the mystery, the true picture became all too clear. Their evidence
suggests that tens of thousands of innocent people have been killed on demand to supply an ongoing
illegal organ transplant industry. The story of how these two Nobel Peace Prize nominees pieced
together the evidence and continue to fight against this industrial-scale crime against humanity is a
riveting tale of both personal triumphs and unimaginable horror.

“Unimaginable Barbarity”
www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/entertainment/TV/unimaginable-barbarity-306360711.html

•

The Xinhua News Agency, the official Chinese news agency, has reported the Peabody awards in
great detail over the past years, but this year, they didn't report them at all.

So don't expect to catch this film at your local AMC/PRC/CCP/PLA Theater.
Not for nothing is my compendium called:
We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children
Please give it some thought.
We'll need to start taking some real risks—
—risks worthy of the real stakes.

1400.
For Circulation—PDF Attached—“By Popular Demand” :-)
June 8, 2015
Attached PDF:
“Risks That Are Worthy Of The Stakes—We Avoid Risk By Sacrificing Children—Bob Hall”
Or scroll down.
Thank you!
—
[“Risks That Are Worthy Of The Stakes”—#1399 of June 7, 2015]

1401.
If You Blame Anyone But Yourself—
June 8, 2015
Reader beware the Monkey-Snake, master of disguise and opportunistic infection.
Please also be aware that everyday American citizens—workers/voters/consumers—built China into what it
is today and smashed the United States into what it is today.
“Chen Guangcheng: 26 years after Tiananmen, things are worse in China”
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/chen-guangcheng-26-years-after-tiananmen-things-are-worse-inchina/2015/06/03/9ee90446-095b-11e5-9e39-0db921c47b93_story.html
•
•

Now, a quarter-century later, fantastical tales of China's economic might and rapid development
dazzle the world. But these stories obscure a cruder reality:
The Chinese authorities are very effective at hiding the truth.

For 2015, America's goods deficit with China—the People's Republic of China/Chinese Communist
Party/People's Liberation Army—has been averaging more than $900 million dollars per day.
This imbalance, and its pace, are both all-time records—unprecedented in recorded history.
If you blame anyone but yourself—
—you will vote for a Democrat or a Republican in 2016.

1402.
Wouldn’t This Be An Appropriate Gift?
June 9, 2015
I've spent most of today, June 9, thinking about human civilization.
What if everyone was here because two people loved each other?
If human civilization had birthdays—
—wouldn't this be an appropriate gift?
(No news today, just something from the archives:)
“There’s Something Wrong With Me” — #1098
This essay isn't about Nazis, but I can't think of a better way to begin.
If something defies logic, then maybe there's a reason. Nobody can solve an emotional puzzle with logic,
intellect.
(Haven't you ever loved a person you swore must be crazy?)
I've known lots of people who, when they were young children, and learning about themselves from old
children, learned and memorized this:
”There's something wrong with me.”
There you have it. They were wrong, of course, but there you have it anyway.
The shrinks might call it “low self-esteem” but it's our country's biggest problem. Every compulsion and
addiction—from overeating to serial murder—is rooted in this fundamental self-hatred.
Every exploitation and vulnerability, too. How often do we make a purchase decision—or otherwise socially
conform—to avoid the feeling, deeply subconscious, that “there's something wrong with me”?
A hundred years ago, the typical German household was not what we Americans would think of as kidfriendly. Humiliated German children grew into adult Nazis who saw themselves—their defective and
vulnerable childhood selves—in their Jewish victims. They symbolically exterminated their childhood
selves, and thus completed the work of their childhood authority figures.
I know too many self-hating Americans—mostly good people of low self-esteem—who see themselves in
their own children and grandchildren.
They are wrong, of course, but there you have it—and the reason their behavior defies logic.

1403.
Why Quit Our Own?
June 9, 2015
This is the best article I've read on this subject.
Author Giraldi, a former CIA and Army Intelligence Officer, spent twenty years working terrorism cases in
Europe and the Middle East.
“The USS Liberty Must Not Be Forgotten”
www.unz.com/article/the-uss-liberty-must-not-be-forgotten
•

•

But in truth the attack on the USS Liberty by Israeli warplanes and torpedo boats on June 8, 1967, has
almost faded from memory, with a younger generation completely unaware that a United States naval
vessel was once deliberately attacked and nearly sunk by America's “greatest friend and ally” Israel.
The attack was followed by a cover-up that demonstrated clearly that at least one president of the
United States even back nearly fifty years ago valued his relationship with the state of Israel above
his loyalty to his own country. It was in truth the worst attack ever carried out on a US Naval vessel
in peace time.
Above all, what happened to the Liberty should serve as a lesson for all those who believe that the
persistent pandering to Israel by America's political class really doesn't matter, that it is all political
theater and that everyone has to do it. They are wrong as the USS Liberty incident reveals that there
is a price to be paid in blood when one accommodates a rogue state like Israel. The philosopher
David Hume observed that “Nothing appears more surprising to those who consider human affairs
with a philosophical eye, than the easiness with which the many are governed by the few.”

I might change “rogue state like Israel” to “foreign state like Israel” and then start quoting George
Washington—
—or, just to be a stinker, ask how many World Trade towers collapsed on 9/11 or what Donald Rumsfeld
said on 9/10.
Baby steps, Mr. Hume. . . .

1404.
Kids, Ask Your Parents
June 10, 2015
From April 1973:
“The Lessons of the Meat Boycott”
http://blog.nader.org/1973/04/09/the-lessons-of-the-meat-boycott
•

•

•

Lesson one, then, to the consumer movement is that ad hoc consumer rebellions can be organized and
loosely linked into a national force simply out of a sincere and widespread feeling by buyers that
“they've had enough.”
Long accustomed to general railings against inflation, the politicians are not accustomed to the
focused consumer demand to act specifically and quickly. It must be a refreshing new experience for
some of them. Lesson three is that consumers are learning that if business is misusing Washington,
they have got to start using Washington.
The techniques of organizing, motivating and communicating strategies of action are not forgotten
once experienced. A whole new coup of consumer activists is developing at the grass roots in local
communities throughout the nation. In the world of consumers, this is where it counts and where it
reverberates to state and national capitol corridors as well as corporate executive suites.

See:
“How Many Americans Does It Take To Pull a Plug?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJkcAxn5Bc4
•

•

When our democracy is acceptable, America's real economy acceptable, when the game is no longer
rigged against us, we should be delighted to once again extend our cooperation and financial
support—under conditions acceptable to the common man.
Americans in a democracy are all common men.

See:
“College Girl, Economy, Jobs”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6iqTHJHW5o
•
•

Where does money come from?
Isn't that the same as destroying America's source of wealth?

“No matter who you blame . . . they all get all their power from us.”

1405.
You Two [. . .] Should Get A Room
June 11, 2015
A reader/supporter who has run for public office asked me if I'll be running for the White House in 2016.
“I'm so good at what I do,” I answered, “that everyone thinks I can do it all by myself.”
He laughed and he understood.
Annoyances, today:
“Experts Say Best Option Now Is Keeping Nation As Comfortable As Possible Till End”
www.theonion.com/article/experts-say-best-option-now-keeping-nation-comfort-50617
•

[the ONION and the Chinese Communist Party have it figured out.]

“Everything’s Awesome and Camille Paglia Is Unhappy”
www.reason.com/reasontv/2015/03/19/everythings-amazing-and-camille-paglia-i
•

[Reason's motto is “Free Minds and Free Markets.” Now this is funny.]

“The CCP Deceived the World about the Yangtze River Shipwreck Rescue”
[Oriental Daily via Chinascope]
•

China's official media said the rescue efforts “touched China.” Actually, everything was planned in
detail and under strict media control.

“Just How Great a Threat Is China?”
www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/06/about-the-china-threat-on-the-the-35th-of-may/394988
•

[Number of words in this article: 2,306. Number of times the word “communist,” “party,” “trade,” or
“deficit” appears in this article: 0. Number of times the word “economy” appears in this article: 1.
Here goes: “The U.S. economy, for all its distortions, is better balanced than China's, and has better
potential (in my view) for the next stage of innovation and growth.” Please pass the brie.]

“Ghana says locals used as ‘guinea pigs’ in Ebola trial”
www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/06/ghana-locals-guinea-pigs-ebola-trial-150611140515849.html

•

[Anyone who's ever actually managed a business knows that business has to cater to its customers,
including shareholders; and if you're self-employed, every customer is your boss. There is no such
thing as corporate greed. This is, however, such a thing as low-priced customers.]

“Jamie Dimon Says He’s Unsure If Elizabeth Warren Understands Global Banking System”
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-06-10/dimon-says-unsure-if-warren-understands-global-bankingsystem
•

He quoted her during the encounter as complimenting the bank's product: “By the way I have your
credit card, and I love it.”

You two should get a room.
In fact:
Every one of those two should get a room.
Who falls for this stuff anymore?

1406.
Two Good, Clear, Short, Simple Articles
June 12, 2015
“No, economics doesn’t say free trade is best”
www.thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/economy-budget/243908-no-economics-doesnt-say-free-trade-is-best
•

•

But a nation that runs a chronic trade deficit is living beyond its means, enjoying higher consumption
today at the price of selling off its assets and going into debt to foreign nations. And America has
been running trade deficits around half-a-trillion (with a “t”) dollars a year for 15 years now. This is
real wealth we no longer own.
In practice, all these facts have been understood for centuries, which is why the U.S. did not practice
free trade for most of its history, and the rising economic powers of today, like China, do not practice
it now.

“12 Reasons America Doesn’t Win Its Wars”
www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/12-reasons-america-doesnt-win-its-wars
•

•

We are not the first empire to confront this problem. However, in the past such unending wars were
limited by their costs. But America can always, so far, borrow the money from foreigners. Think
though how the Chinese, who have loaned us much of the money, benefit from America eventually
weakening itself from continually bashing our heads against religious fanatics. . . .
3) Starting wars is the historic way for kings (and presidents) to gain popularity and avoid doing
tough domestic reforms for problems that cry out for solutions. War lets them be postponed.

1407.
Some Days It’s Always Too Soon To Celebrate
June 13, 2015
I'm afraid we've not only lost our grasp, we're beginning to lose our interest, as well, in the ordinary rules of
life. We—up to and including We the People—have to pay our way in this world. You'd think we'd treasure
this, that we wouldn't have it any other way, and we'd be suspicious of charlatans to the contrary. Instead,
we—all too often, us and them—struggle to surrender what's left of our human dignity.
Nothing—certainly no redundancy of superfluous foreign trade agreements—will stanch the flow of imports
except the Americans who buy them. All the rest is theater and salesmanship. East Asian negotiators, not
least Japan's, will put on a determined resistance, but in the end they'll find some way to use our rice while
China disguises our “trading partners” as exporting manufacturers.
Of interest, perhaps, and really pretty good:
“Trade Deals and the Quest for Global Dominance”
www.counterpunch.org/2015/06/12/trade-deals-and-the-quest-for-global-dominance
•

The current push for explicit “political” control is only an anomaly to the historically illiterate—the
growth of Western capitalism has come through use of state power in the service of predominant
economic interests. Hopes that the defeat of “fast-track” will represent a strategic victory against
global capital have several centuries of history to overcome.

Parting thoughts:
Deindustrialization—dismantling industrial capitalism and the human revolution—hasn't been good for
America.
Marxists understand capitalism pretty well. What Marxists don't understand is Marxism.
I don't know who still understands dignity.

1408.
Do You Want To Be Taken More Seriously?
June 15, 2015
Remember how it felt the first time you “talked the talk”—
—and then you actually “walked the walk”?
We humans are emotional creatures. We're sensitive to the truth.
We humans are sensitive to the truth. We're emotional creatures.
We observe very keenly the patriots and pundits, the politicians, activists and scolds who wear foreign
clothing and drive foreign cars.
For mostly the wrong reasons. We humans are social creatures.
Google:
“American-made goods”
—and then actually buy:
American-made goods.
You'll feel better about yourself.
Other people will take you more seriously.
And you'll finally be part of the solution.

1409.
Life Sucks, But It’s Worth It
June 16, 2015
“Superstition, idolatry, and hypocrisy have ample wages, but truth goes a-begging.”
— Martin Luther
Most of what we know is planted in our brains, at great expense, by people who want us to think that life
sucks but it's worth it.
On the other hand—
“A Pacific Trade Deal Won’t Stop China’s Reckless Rise”
www.americaneconomicalert.org/view_art.asp?Prod_ID=7546
•

One wonders how many more American jobs and factories we have to outsource to these countries in
order to be allowed to defend them.

“Lies, Damnable Lies and Trade Lies”
www.prosperousamerica.org/pat_choate_those_trade_lies
•

What has gone unsaid in the TPA debate is as significant as what was.

—are the underfunded.

1410.
Well-Paid to Assist in Our Suicide
June 18, 2015
Picture a country dying of cancer, on a morphine drip so it doesn't feel the pain.
That country is you.
“U.S. International Transactions: First Quarter 2015 and Annual Revisions”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/transactions/2015/pdf/trans115.pdf
•

•

The U.S. current-account deficit—a net measure of transactions between the United States and the
rest of the world in goods, services, primary income (investment income and compensation), and
secondary income (current transfers)—increased to $113.3 billion (preliminary) in the first quarter of
2015 from $103.1 billion (revised) in the fourth quarter of 2014.
In the first quarter, the U.S. dollar appreciated 8.2 percent on a trade-weighted quarterly average basis
against a group of 7 major currencies, after appreciating 6.2 percent on the same basis in the fourth
quarter.

The House passed fast-track today.
Our elected officials are well-paid to keep our shelves stocked with foreign goods.
Deindustrialization is much worse than cancer.

1411.
You Are A Self-Absorbed Ignoramus And I Hate You
June 22, 2015
Sorry I haven't written lately. I've been ill. People, everyday people, die for this country every day. Right
now, I don't want to be one of them. The timing's not the best. Besides, it's almost impossible to sacrifice
for this country, officially, unless you're a dumb kid who sacrifices for the military-industrial complex. Even
then, people forget about you and the ones who remember are seldom honest enough to be helpful.
Do you know why you're not dead?
Do you know where your life comes from?
Do you know that your income and expenses, your lifestyle and attitudes, are being subsidized by your
enemies and biological competitors?
Do you know that your life, the life of your loved one, is largely being supported by people who plan to take
it?
I didn't think so.
You are a self-absorbed ignoramus and I hate you.
Hate is not the opposite of love.
Whatever we've all become is the opposite of love.

1412.
The Chinese Communist Party Don’t Need No Stinking
Trade Agreements
June 24, 2015
“A popular Government, without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a
Farce or a Tragedy, or, perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: and a people who mean to
be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.”
— James Madison
“Gross Domestic Product: First Quarter 2015 (Third Estimate)”
www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/2015/pdf/gdp1q15_3rd.pdf
•

•

Real gross domestic product—the value of the production of goods and services in the United States,
adjusted for price changes—decreased at an annual rate of 0.2 percent in the first quarter of 2015,
according to the "third" estimate released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis.
Real gross national product—the goods and services produced by the labor and property supplied by
U.S. residents—decreased 1.0 percent in the first quarter, in contrast to an increase of 1.4 percent in
the fourth.

It would be a mistake to confine James Madison's observation to his own time and place.
The Chinese Communist Party don't need no stinking trade agreements.

1413.
They Only Get All Of Their Power From The Likes Of You
And Me
June 25, 2015
Some very good articles here—well worth your attention.
But first, if you please:
•
•
•
•

Complain about the TPP and other free-trade agreements all you can. But if you keep buying foreign
goods, what will you have accomplished?
The Chinese Communist Party grew to unprecedented power on the strength of weak-minded, weakwilled foreign consumers.
The Chinese Communist Party pays for our government, pays for our wars, keeps our dollar strong,
our credit easy, and our taxes and living expenses low.
Obviously, the Chinese Communist Party has big plans—for us—and for 1.4 billion Chinese.

“The Story In Japan Is Not That Blacks Are Excluded But That Truth Has Been Swept Under The
Carpet”
www.forbes.com/sites/eamonnfingleton/2015/06/21/the-story-in-japan-is-not-that-blacks-are-excluded-butthat-truth-has-been-swept-under-the-carpet
•

The point is less that the Japanese people as individuals are exceptionally racially intolerant. Rather
it is that the Japanese system, qua system, is programmed to maintain racial purity—and to do so
while remaining under the radar of American criticism.

“RHINOs in Charge”
www.huffingtonpost.com/pat-choate/rhinos-in-charge_b_7647396.html
•

When ratification of the Trans-Pacific Partnership comes to a final vote in several months, those who
enacted this fast track legislation must be confronted in Washington and in their 2016 Party
primaries. These Wall Street indebted congressional officials are unfit to rule our nation and must be
returned to private life.

“On Edward Hopper”
www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2015/jun/25/edward-hopper
•

This may account for the emotional weight that so many Hopper paintings possess. And why we
lapse lazily into triteness when trying to explain their particular power.

“Trump for President? Giving the GOP Nightmares”

http://blog.nader.org/2015/06/19/trump-for-president-giving-the-gop-nightmares
•

Here are some reasons why: Many American voters love to vote for very rich candidates. . . .

I'll guess that our next President has already been chosen by the Chinese Communist Party.
What can we do about it?
They only get all of their power from the likes of you and me.

1414.
Seven Years Ago Today, I Sent You A Song
June 27, 2015
Echoing rust. Factory line.
Dead-child memory of another time.
The sign said this spot was USA—
Too young to know it didn’t have to be this way.
Sweat-stain genius, practical hands,
Built factories, built the goods, built the land.
First steps forgotten. History blind,
We’re connected to our roots by a credit line.
Wakening giant. Hunger and rice.
Caught the scent of our money, knew we wouldn’t fight.
Slippery giant. History wise.
Put down his guns, put on a friendly disguise.
We closed our eyes
And the Giant from the East woke up from a sleep, hunger for the heads of our young.
No suspicion of war, through the open door, manifest of Mao Tse-Tung.
Ulterior plans in the giant’s hands, steel cages hit our shores in a flood.
And all we received for a moment of greed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We gave up our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Agreeable climate: pickpockets and noise.
The bankers jumped to the giant like little boys.
Economy experts selling their time,
But nothing made nothing. Can you spare a dime?
Productivity's children sleeping in chains.
Giant kept our credit up, kept us entertained.
Fear-fallen children couldn’t say no.
Wouldn’t read label made in Chinese. Where did the money go?
Detoured discussion about manufacturing trade.
Instead we’re led to every trap the giant made.
The future decided at the giant’s store—
Took every dollar we had and loaned us money for more.
Who are we doing this for?

The Giant from the East, a billion-head beast, feeding on the hopes of our young.
No resemblance of war, through the open door, mannequins of Mao Tse-Tung.
Invisible plans in the giant’s hands, temptation hit our stores in a flood.
And all we received for bargains we believed was paid for with our children’s blood.
We traded in our future, families and friends.
Dollar to the giant, dollar never seen again.
Reckoning rust. Factory line.
Lost-dream memory of a better time.
All the signs say this choice was Made in USA—
Too numb to know it didn’t have to be this way.
—
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“I’ve spent years writing and speaking on the US-China relationship and nobody understands
the consequences our nation faces as well as Bob Hall. Informative, entertaining, accurate,
and frankly terrifying, he’s been a lonely voice of political and economic truth.”
— Dr. Greg Autry, co-author/producer, Death by China
“I read Bob Hall’s pieces daily and love them for their clarity and wisdom.”
— Pat Choate, author and economist
“Few commentators have been more pessimistic in recent years about the course of the
American economy than Bob Hall—and few have been closer to the truth.”
— Eamonn Fingleton, author of In Praise of Hard Industries: Why Manufacturing, Not
the Information Economy, Is the Key to Future Prosperity
“Bob Hall is a breath of clarity and honesty. He has a spot-on ability to cut through the noise
and deliberate misinformation we are pelted with. His clarion call about the dangers of
deindustrialization ranks among the most important writings in our nation’s history.”
— Scott Glander, playwright
“Bob Hall writes accurately, honestly, and directly about things that really matter. He calls a
spade a spade and in our time and in our situation this is badly needed.”
— Ralph Gomory, research professor, New York University
“Bob Hall has a unique gift for cutting through the fog of media and political spin to reveal
the root causes of some of the gravest threats to our economy and society. His honesty and
keen insights are a breath of fresh air in a politically charged atmosphere where deceit,
manipulation, special interests and treachery increasingly dominate the conversation. Ignore
his warnings at your own risk.”
— Zachary Hubbard, United States Army (Ret), former department head of the
Information Warfare Division, Joint Forces Staff College, National Defense University
“The United States of America needs a lot more truth tellers like Robert Hall.”
— Richard McCormack, editor, Manufacturing & Technology News
“Bob Hall is an American patriot with a broad vision that sees what the experts overlook. He
challenges the conventional wisdom and exposes its false assumptions with deep insights and
wisdom.”

— Clyde Prestowitz, writer on global affairs and president of the Economic Strategy
Institute
“Bob Hall’s compendium provides an invaluable service; he cuts thru cacophony of the
mainstream media. I look forward to his emails; he pulls no punches, and while I don’t agree
with everything (who could?), he keeps me on my toes and thinking.”
— Chuck Spinney, author of Defense Facts of Life: The Plans/Reality Mismatch and
editor of The Blaster: Comments on Politics, Foreign Policy, and Defense
“Bob Hall’s contribution is one of the first posts I read in the morning. It helps me to
navigate my way through the news of the day, bearing down on what’s real and vital,
discarding the banal and misleading. It’s an indispensable resource in a world awash in trivia
disguised as information.”
— Jeffrey St. Clair, editor, CounterPunch
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